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Sing to me, o Muse, of that man of
many troubles, GJ}wu g, shilled
in all ways of conten :ling. who
wandered far after he I'u.lpml sack the B
great city of Troy. Sing tl':nmgl'l mi, :|
and tell the story of his su”urin_q, his '
trialz and adventures, and his |.1-|c1-uc].}.' :

homecoming. |
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These mortals do love
to blame their sorrows
On us, don't l:|1-.':}r?

But they cause most
of their own troubles!
Look at Acgisthus,
killing King

Agamemnon alter

we warned him not to.

What did he expect?

It's true, Fnthnr. He was
justly slain by voung Orestes.
But what of that grcat man
B:;yﬂseug? Does he deserve
to live out his l:lﬂ:rﬂ: l:mpp-ﬁ-ﬂ
and groaning on the island
of Ogygia, far from |1-r:|m-::-,
held there ]:l}f the nymph
Cal}rpm? What do Vo have

against |1im, Father?




My c:llill:l, what strange rema rles VO
let ezcape vour lipe. Could 1 fnrgel.
that wily hero Odysscus? You know I
bear him no grudgﬂ — but Poseidon
does, hates him for IJ-]intlinEf his =on
Polyphemus the Cyclaps.

But come now, let us take
up L]n: maltter u£ Dt]}rﬂgﬂ-u:!'a
return, Poseidon must
n:]i:nl:. he cannot thwart the

will of all the other gm:la.

O Father, if it now
please the blissful gcu:lu
t!:’l.ﬂt D‘-I’J.}HEEUE sl':uu:]-rl

reach his home again,
then let Hermes go
.unl:l te" ':al}rpga tow
zend the hero home.

For my part, I'll do
to Ithaca and see his
gon, Telemachus. I'll
rouse the LD}"E courage
to resist that |_.'H:I1.‘I.I of
wolves — the shame-

]L"EE sultors ‘Pa"I'ID |1ar:.1.55

}ﬁs m:::tim_-r Fenulapu
and consume his wine
and cattle, [{:ﬂsl:ing mn

Odysseus’ palace.







rechings, stranger.

G

"'l.‘l'.'?u]cnmu to our L.-nst.

cat with me.

in;

There will be time to

tell

C"LJI'.I'IIL‘

Vo errand later.







I hope it won't offend you il 1 speal:

Eranl-r]y, It's casy for these men to
be |i|r."i1ti1::nr1'::r], when t]'n:_'!.-

feast on the g-_:rmjs of
another. A better man,

too — mw Fulhur.
the great Odysseus.
! m They'd have cause
Y for griel if he

return ::t].

3

But tell me, Sir; Who are }11-11:?
Where are you from, and what

brings vou to Ithaca?

E‘hi:,r A 18 :'ll!.L":I‘II.t,.'!lr
captain of the .l.-np}lians-. I
am an old friend of {:f:"l}rs—
seus. You must be his s0Mn,

I‘J}f the locks of o,

You knew my father? He left for the

Trojan War when [ was only a baby.

'::!]:1.! I L:I'Il.!'-l" I't'lll'l'l..

I was at Troy

mysell. We fought
l.n._.-fn.-!.l'mr many

times, side by side,
against the best
men of Trow.

Your father had no equal for
I.:l_ll'll‘i::l':l!',‘u. .il'n,l ri..-w Enr ,',tl,rl,:rlg‘l.l'l

or skill in battle.




I came here because I heard MI see the
S he was home. gods delay
3 : him. But

I'“..!'I] I LTI,

QOdysseus

believe that. But
it's been seventeen
vears! He must

be dead, rotting

O SO I"i.?I'l.‘iE!I'I

1
Never
is great
9]1:'.nrr_-, or his

sheleton resting al
sea, picked clean by
the fish.

Oh, no, not Odyeseus. He'll make it home.
But tell me: why do these dogs feast like
this in your father's @reat hall, sa gruur_l:,'

] '
and arrogant?

When my father didn't return from the war, these
lords of Ithaca and the islands round about came

|'|1_-ru, ﬂq_nu_-].zing to marry my tt:::l!:r.-r.. so famed for
her wisdom and Iw:ml_r. She refuses them, but

t]‘u:y will not leave.

Ab, bitterly vou need Odysseus, then.
I wizh we saw him standing armed and
helmeted there in the {ln-.u".:-'.'.l_‘,-. I1H1l:inﬂ
the way he did when 1 first lenew him.

These men would wizh lor [aster legs!

But why just wait? Get rid of these thieves. Call
the islanders to assembly!; invoke the gods; call on
the suitors to :]iﬂpn:rﬁu.‘. Then take a -;m:-t] 5|1ip- with

twenly oars and 2o abroad for news of VOuUr father.

=l

Go to Pylos, home of
the wise ki ng Nestor,
then to Menclaus at

tl'u.' n:-:l—

haired I:inf_', last of

Sparta

.|'||] I.]:'u: .E"I'L!.:I‘Id.l..'-',!.'linll Lis
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J.l- "Iu"-l.l‘ll !!I..'-'Ir 'L:}I.I}".":‘L'II:!- IIF -'.|..I.i."'l.", :-'I:JI.:I [ R )
hold out another YOar. Or if he's -'.1-.'m|,
VO Can build a burial t11uumL burn his

gear, and give him the luneral honors

III.“.' i '_iETl.'l.'I-'Ii E'I-i.'l'l-'l.

——"

I muzt go now,
But remember

Iy Wi I'L]. 2.

I will. You —

77
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Phemius, sing some other song.
Thisz one reopens the wound in
my heart, makes me |nm_;.‘ for that

I'I'I-CI.tC‘]!]L"BEI man, my lI!'l'l.l'.-'-].'lil]l‘.:l..

Mother, let the bard follow his muse.
Pocts are not to blame, but the _:;ur.].s

WI'I.I.J- I'Jli."l.l'ivl'J.L" I'I'IL"!I'IFS :[-'.IIL":-?.

You should make

voursell listen;

he tells of others
besides 'i:}rl:..rssuual
who lost their lives,
never made it home

rrmu TI:'-I.II-:-'.
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The j;."ﬂ{!f themselves must be

Be quict, you insolent

suitors. Let the bard l.'l.:m.:lli]l_ﬂ Yo this ]‘Iig;‘ll and

EiI'IF:. -|TI-[1I.I W]'.I'.."I'L I'I-L" 15 !‘.I'Iigt'l.‘i.:r' manner; -lqu]l:'l:'l.!..'li."l'll.i'.-'ll

lL.'ll:]li;', -:Irnin Your cups

.1|lr_:|. !.11.1- I'l.nllu..l-
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But tell me; who was the
,-:I,rnngu.:r? I :]ir_ln'l. S him

I-I}'u'l"l-"l.'r

T . e WET . LT - = - C
A Lo i = o = A i L - | L — 2 ey
B e L i o ™ A et 2 i L g

Just an old

fFriend of

my father's.




Boolk 2 — Counsel

There hasn't been an assembly called
gINCe Gd}rﬁamm left for Troy. Whe calls

us tug::th{:r now?

l e Ly e
LTS

I called the assembly! s
Il,.-L;-rn.'.'l.:,:]:'u.l.z:,

I d.pp o 1.1-[

YOur courage.
But why did
you I.u'ing us

I'Il.' n:?




Ithacans, hear me. If a man
steals another man's gnutj gy

we call him a thiel and cut

off his hand. But there have
been a hundred suitors in my
house for seven long years now,
Etu-::]i.n-,;: our goals and cattle,
our [at 9111:-:1.1 and our wine, to
feast themselves on while tln.-y
pester my mother for her hand
in marriage. You all know this
12 wrong, vel vou let them del
away with it!

Telemachus, what bold words! But we are not to blame.
It is VOUT OWI mutlmr wllu |:.-..1r..:|.3 TR T |.1nu|. ru[uauﬂ
Lew 1.?I1I::Iﬂ¥ll.-‘ a ItllFl'lﬂﬂh] FHTHI d-ﬂ‘l{'l't'l-g L1 Tl‘ll.-'

clever woman stalls us with her tricks.

Listen, 'l give you an uxnmplu: She Now we'll stay and

-,iln_-!'.-u:llr_-uj a warp .u" ACPORE I'n_-r I:-ru.:wl cat our f1|1 uutil

loom and told us it was to be a line :-'II'I:I.! l.-'I'H.H!z".-‘a'l S1Te uf

E.EII'-IJI.III'J. [IJI' 1’11’.‘1’ I'.I.I.IEIJII.II.I:I'5 [a.t|11.:r.

|_.|1|_-rte.-a. S]'u_- cnulr_I rok Marry, ,'i:l'lr_"

us to marry. If you
value vour estate,
you should order

her to choose.

zaid, until she had -.:umpli;:h:i.l it, for
it would hring shame on her if he
should die and had no shroud to
cover him. We agreed, and she wove
all n:in}r at her loom for three lnng
Vears, hut at nigl'lt I::,.r cun-rﬂulight
she would unpick her work.
l:"ina."].r we discovered the
trick, with the 11|_-||:- of one

'L'rl[ ]'.I.L'I' ITI.l'.liLlFr




Antinoos, can I banish L But if you are n.:n]':ﬂl:l-]i: of shame, you should
.|_'I._E:._'L'i.I'IE1. ]'u_-r 1.1.-":" I}u- nuﬂlu:r 7 Eg bt :-:',-'_-- [l.'q.'l.'l.-'L' Fy Il-.l][ r]l'lf.l l-.:ll-:-i_" WVORIT fjitltu.'rs c[s--:wlwn:-

1:.._-:'-I.FI:'I:llll.:IT'Ifll...' }"-I.H.Ir LI "i!i,.'l-.’:i' ¥ il I:'I:'I.ﬂ:p" r..'l.';,.'i..! t]:ll..'

wrath of Zeus. _________..-""""

who bore me and took care ,.:,_
b )
of me? Make an enemy of

her father, and }:rim,:,' the

.E'I.H'i'.."ﬁ (I*.""Ul-']'! o my

!'I.L'J.IIJ ? HI‘."".-'L'!".

TN L LT
i -.|l!:_1,i'!*..|'r| ‘-II'FI
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A sign of doom! thfﬁﬁcllﬁ will not

be |ung gone, and he |1ri:ng_-i lalm_}rl:.r

slaughter lor these suitors!

T

g Y - . - - L
Al ol .
.r_l " + §

1 b !
& X

."E"rl.' El.'-f-l-T Ty CFI1ES, ]{'ﬂﬁli l.!'F -.'I" Ao,

Quivl. ald man. Not all birds

Are OImons, EII'I-l'J. _'l."L'IlI1.I.I :.'ll'll}-'

Telemachus. If you want to be rid
make trouble for the lm_-..r if of L, tell Vour

. N f -._._,.;.L .
M1 CTICOUTaSe I'III'I'I WT':j'l CRLAT -";i"'f"':,” B S ZI'-I'Ili'll‘lil'lL'I to marry.
¥ E x N L b - ¥
ol Ryt i L

}:allitling. -

Eurymachus, I've made my
appeals, and now I'm done with
arguing. But Ithacans, lend me
a fast ship and a crew of twenty
men to take me to snml:r I-’}']UE,
then to Sparta, to seck word

of my father. Maybe T will hear
news of him from those who
were at Troy. If they can tell me

he is nJu.-.lr.L I'll raise a tomb for

]:1:.[!1:1, l.':;"-"t..' l'l;l'l'l [l_ll'l!.,!'l'ﬂ.] r:it.t:;l-,
and tell my mother to take a

[RTELLY ]l I.I.-Tnl'l..'l 1n LL




Hear me, Ithacans. Have yvou all forgotten the kindness and wisdom with ;
which Odyzzeus ruled? Will vou let his F.-uuil:.-' sulfer now? I find the "

suitors less revolting — at least they stake their lives when they pi"ngu in

the house of 'D-Llys.suus — but what sickens me is to see all the rest of you

zitting by, not a hand raized against them.

mltﬂi | V‘T i

A"

’I'jl

Mentor, what mischief are Vol
raking up? Should we =pill

blood over a few dinners? And
what if Odysseus did return? He Now let’s all go about our

couldn’t light all these suitors; busginess, Mentor can help
he'd be killed, and never enjoy Telemachus on his journey,
his |1-_:-:m_-|.:un'|ing_r It's madness to il in fact the |m;.r has the

tall: of lighting in either caze. heart to set out Lo sea.




Whatever gnd visited me yesterday and
told me to tale 5t|1ip in search of my

father, help me. The Achacans will
do m:tll'iing.

Never fear. I sailed beside
yvour father in the old -:ln}rs.
and I'll find vou a ship and

|11:1p voul sail her.

Go on home and join the suitors,
but dather up provizions, wine in
jars and ba r]c}r meal — the staying
power of carsmen — in wntcrtigllt
bags. I'll lind sailors to man

the oars.

It's a rare son w]1-:r
measurces up to his
ral,lwr, nﬂ:,I -_'mly Ore
in a thousand isa
better man — but WL
Im\ru l]'h..' Ih.-.-.url an-r,l wil

to win through.
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Bool: 3 — Pylos
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Don't be shy; epeak
pl.:linly to Nestor, and he

sEEE Ry

will l.i.:” You tln,- lrul]l-




Stran dors, we |1.:-..am .

Join our feast.

Make an offering to
Lord Fq;uu;i:.lq.mn, for this

feast is in his honor

Lord Poseidon, whose dominion embraces
the whole 1.‘-'.Il't|'l. hear our PLAYCT: ;:,'lury L
Nestor and all the line of Huluus, ._:::'.u.'.rrl
fortune to EVEery man ol F}’IUF in -.::-:r-;]mngi:
for their sacrifice, and swift success to

Telemachus and :11:.!-34_-“ 11 OEF IR ISSIOT.




MNow tlm.t W |'.|aw: put

aside our ]mngq_-r, tell
me who you are, guests,
and from what port
vou sailed. Are you
merchants, perhaps,

OF IMmon lJ-F 'i'-'n-'u'.ll'..FI

We have heard the fate of

CVOTY other Achacan ﬁ«:m:ml.

Neztor, zon of Neleus, prid-.- of
Achaca, | will answer vou. | come
returned home or dead and
buried belore the walle of
Troy, but of G{I}TEEL'-HEIE fate |

Can IL"-E.I"II l'Ii.'.l-l.I'IiI'I-E.. I !!H_'g Moz

from Il.lmn:n, but my business here
iz personal. | seck news of my
grual‘huartcd father,
D-l’].}'.‘tgnul!s, whao

Fuuglll with Vi tell me what Yo know, Did

at Troy. VO SO0 him fall in battle or
ever hear of his end from any
traveler? | pray, do not solten
it out of pity, but tell me

uw.-rytlﬁ ng.

:"-'I}' friu-1d. Vi l.-:th'-l.' my niiﬂnl |1-.rn:i.r L -.l:u'h
:In}m. The Achacans sulfered many ills on

that ﬂln‘.rru; I could not tell them all if Vo

:-u-l.j._!,-'l:l,] w;lli e fi-.«.,- vears Lo I:::h,.-l'n,l

Even aftur we I!I'EEI.L"I'IE'I'.!. Izlm wn”:i r]l'lfj.
sacked that great ciby, the gmlu had

TINCR T trnu]'r]i: in store ['{'.:r LS. vww
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Menelaus was calling [or

Menelaus called a the ships to sail homeward

meeting that night, immediately, but Agamem-

'W].'.H_"I'I d I.]. Wwhero

non wanted to stay and
drunl: with wine

{I-nl.] 17]1'.1(1{!.'_'-' I.li-'l:l'j =.

oller hecatombs to honor
Athena. The kings could
not agree, and all the men

went to bed angry.

In the morning, Menelaus and half the Heet sailed off, mys=elf
and Odysseus among them, while Agamemnon staved to make
the sacrifice. But even among those who sailed, there was
disagreement, and at Odysseus's urging, some of the chips

turned back to make peace with .e"Lganmnnm-n.

I kept on, and Poscidon favored
me with a good wind, so that |1
arrived home first, along with King
Diomedes of Argos. Thus I know
m‘ul]-ﬁng firsthand of the other
Argive captaing, but [ will tell you
what I have learned since from

lrnw.-.lq.- ra.




= = 3L
F|1'u:*_l.-r say Achilles' _,_‘.= S -
P rl'_l .1|:' '\-‘:"'_-_ .:.'. i Ly - ; i
ierce Myrmidons AR -

L
returned sﬂru]}r with Y
his S0, Hunpl‘ﬂ]cnu:a; T i

: r - ] | i
so too did Pl\il:wtutu-.l, I O i ‘ -
3 . —_— —

Il.]'l:'l'ml.-"lil-ﬂ-ll.f-, and all P -~ o —-= o L e

their followers.

No matter how far AWay
you live, vou will have
heard the songs about
Agamemnon and his
Srucsome death at the
hands of Aegisthus. But
his son, Orestes, avenged
the murder, and proved
that the line of Atreus is
atill strong.

The Achacans applaud Orestes, and his name will Now that you remind me, |

live l}uuugl': all time, lor he has ﬂ-'I-"l.'-"gl.'i:l hiz lather have heard that your mother

|11.:-!:|n|3.r. I wish that heaven |niﬂ1'1l: grant me such has many suitors, who are ill
VEIEeance on the insolent suitors of Iy nu'.ultmr, ..-_[i-,,:p.ng.,-.l t:‘.nw.:lrrl Vol and are
who plut my ruin, but the gm]:: have no such mql{inﬂ havoe of yvour estate,

happiness in store for me. Do you submit to this tnnml:.r.

or are the g!:*.u;l:: and islanders

all against you?

WI!.!.‘.P 1-!‘“ DOWE — C}l]}l'ﬂ'.-'lﬂ'l.lﬂ

may come back alter
all and rTopay these
scoundrels in fu",
cither single-handedly
or with a force of

Mchaeans behind him.




I wish he would. But I cannot

believe it will ever ]:'l--l'l['h|'ll.!l'l,
even if the gods willed it.

e

What foolish words,
Telemachus! A god's

will can save a man hall

a world away. Besides,
suffering long vears at

sea iz better than getting
home quic'H].-. .:rnj:.- to find
a knife in VOLLT bacl:, as

Agamemnon did.

Good advice. Lot's slice

Well pul, my friend. And that's "FI-"]-'I-_}" v shouldn't

leave VOUT house |-r.1-ng in the hands of scoundrels. the bulls’ tongues, make

our olleri s, and be ofl

tor our 5|1ip bor rest,

Huwrtlm]uss, hefore VoL sail lmnlm_'-, I would advise

vou Lo seck out f"rlunl.:]:u.ls, the red-haired Lrinli&, in his

pEIIEIl.."-i..‘ at Spa.rt-:l. He was the last of all the Achacans
to return, and in his travels he LAy have heard

Hunu:l.]ﬁn-_i." more about YOour father.

Sail there tomorrow, or if
yvou'd like, I'll lend you a
chariot to make the journey
I::,' land, and one of my Sons

will go with you az a guide.

Gods forbid that
the son of my old
friend should ﬁ].l.'i.‘p
il tl'u_- rluq:l.! nl‘ a
ship, when [ have
E.'-m‘.!fl warm beds

of H-I]Lfe}‘.l:i-l.til'l:i:_,
hlankets, and
Jun:p—pilu:-rl rugs!
You must i.'h_' guests

n my hall.




Well said, sir. Telemachus
should do as you ask.

But I must go back to

give orders and reassure
the crew. They're all as
voung as Telemachus here,
unused to the lmrt.l:;l'lipa of
sailing. Send Telemachus

on his way in a chariot

with swift ln'.rrsu.-.-al, and one

EJI- YOUr sons 'I.:ﬂr COTMPany.
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My [riend, T have no fears for
vou, if at such a young age you're
so favored I::.-r the Rgo ds. W}i}-, that
can only have been Athena, Zeus's
gray-eved daughter, who always
favored YVOur father in battle!

O Lnr.l}r. hear me: Grant fame
and gu:::-rl fortune to Iy wife
and sons. A noble Im-ifur, one
year uld. that no man has ever
j"l:l-lvtL-I'J. or Jtiw:n, will be VOUFS
in sacrifice. I'll sheath her
horns in E‘,u]l.] and offer her

up o you.




Bool: 4 — Sparta
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Welcome! Sit, eat yvour
fill, and then YOu may tell
me who you are — lzlluugll
I can nlr-:a.rl}r tell |.1:|.r your
looks and manners that

you are the sons of l-:ings.

Look, Pisistratus — the gold, silver, and ol i 1on.2 § e st No man can rival Zeus,
precious stones, :.-w:rr:.rl_l'ling S0 ri1'_'|1|:.-r Erey s LR R R for his IJII.IIIC-E' and
wrought in bright-polished metal. Surely . ~ ; : breasures are immortal.
this is what the palace of Zeus is like! ¢ But among mortal men,
S, few, if any, can boast of

e w*.-.nll]'l. l]mn 1.

Sull, T tale little pl-,msur-.- in it, for /. Y One man I miss above

while I was out at sea gnlhuring these ; - \ I all others. He did more
treasures, my brother was slain in - \ for our cause, suffered
his own pnlm,:q;—slri.is:l.t down I:-}r his YEiA Tl : il more on the sea than
wicked wile and her lover. - b et | e B o any other, and we know
f : not whether he is alive

or dead. He left only

I wish I had come Tl
sl iy £1.!I.' I'I'lﬁ er‘:.-

home with one tenth
Penelope, and his youn
the rin:]'m:l_. but with P<, young

Iy brother and the
other fallen Achacans

ST, Tl'."].l! I'l'!.lll'_'l'l LS.

atill alive.




Do we know, Menelaus,
the names of these
gucsta? Shall 1 'p_'.,‘l.l-l.:El:E?

I may be Wrong, but

I must zay I've never
seen such a resem-
blance as this lad has
to noble Odysseus.

I think so too, and just now
when [ mentioned that @reat
man, | saw tears spring to

the lad's eyes.

Sir, vou are right. I am Odysseus’s son.
Wise King Nestor advized me to come
here in |1+:|ch that Yo mighl' know
Qnﬁnmt}u’ng of Iy father's fate.

I have greal trouble at ]1::::111.-, for a

]:l-m:l-: of gn:u:l_'g.r suitors pays court to

Iy |11-|Jl:|mr, and l:|'u_13- are eating us out
of house and home. If only [ knew for
sure whether my father is ever com-
ing home or if he is dead and buried

.ﬁt’!ll'lil.'\l.l'l'.ll:!‘t;.' .I!.I.'lt"l;'lﬂ-l:l. R E




So! These cowards would
usurp a hero's bed? Ha!l A
doe migllt as well leave her
newhborn young in the lair of
a lion. When the lion comes
home, he will make short
work of them! But as [or your
question, | will tell Vo truly
all that was revealed to me ]})r
|.1:1|,: Dlr_:l. Man :‘Ir !'."IL- El,!'!.- oy

I was returning [rom Troy by way of breeze stirred, and our provisions were
E-g]..rpl'. and 1 5[‘0];:]:":::1 to make a sacrifice soon exhausted. The men would take

to the E,'t:n’]#. But my hecatombs must hooks and EII'!I"EII-I'.!. out on the shore in

not have zatisfied them, for one r.ln;.r oul hope of catching figh, while T zat alone on
from Egypt, we were hecalmed upon the a rocky outerop. Then a strange woman

island of Pharos. For twenty lIﬂ.}I'E, not a apprmclmd me.




You think I choose this? Some gm.l has becalmed

my =hips here, and 1 cannot leave. T wish 1 knew

Stranger, do you like
to starve? Wlly do vou
sit here without food,

instead of 5r:|i|51'15F away?

Wl'lil.!ll 1.1[ I.I'Il: 1I'I!I.1!I'I|:'II"|..I!.]:'|- [ l'ln'.'l"n"-l_" tlFFl!l'I-l’J.l."l’J. .'.'Il'l-l'.!. I'h.'.l'lln'

o,

..-"'-.I'l, l.]'u.'n [ Car I'Il.!'![l Mo, I aIT1
Eidothea — the daughter of Proteus,
whom they call the Old Man of the

Sea because he is Poseidon's right-

I ri!ig]tt eacape.

I'III.'[H'] ITNEY.

He I-:n;‘.'wa e im:ll r.lf 1:!1-;: Eu:al:u:-rj. .'.m:l
A¢ied a" llml |1ap;:~r.-ns o tl'n_- waler or on

shurr.'. II'- ¥oul Can #nare ]'-Iiﬂ'-l -E-I-'I'-Il.] I‘-IUI"LI- I'I;I'I'I

tight, he'll tell VL how to u.:nmp]u:h:- WO

vovage, and tell voru boo what has pnsscr:l

l;“l l".]i —— ]'"'}“' e I'I'I-Ul'l-.'ll ;I'I'I- Yinar I'I{.'H'I'H.-']ﬂl'll'.l FIII'H.-'*..-' oria ]-'..'-I'-l.r

Men snare a _::-;:-1:]? That's not

e uaﬂiI:,.r done.

Listen, and do all as T tell vou: Pick out three

of your best men, stout of heart and limbh. 1

will lead vou to a certain cavern on the ra.'n:-i»::.r

shore and plm.:u Yo in ambush there.




You'll hide in seal carcasses,
and I'll dab ambrosia beneath

your noses to masle the stench.

T'L'-"lu.-n l.l'u;r ETTT 1 |1.1t11_.15 ak |lig11
(R lelels P R ELY [ather will e rge
from the WAV S, followed ]:'_u-' a
great th:I.‘! of .ﬂuza.l[s., which he

1:'.:” :1;1!':1.-.r :nl.u ]1;:«= Fea Cane,

He'll count them as a shepherd
counts his Rl'u_-up and lie down

among them to rest. Then Vil
must seize him and hold on to

him with all VOLLE :tl.ru.-l'h_.‘!l'.ll.




He will transform into every
kind of animal that walks

the -:art"-. and to fire and

After ’clml, Eidothea
jumputj into the sea
and vanizshed beneath
the waves. We did

all as she ;Laiul, and

u.::lu_ﬂ]']l the Old Man

of the Sea unawares.

water too, but yvou must

squeere him li-;_l'nl:u.-r and

tighter until he returns to
his original form. Then you

may release him and ask

him all your questions,

He strugaled and
cItaltguJ himself

into a hundred

Which _ﬁﬂ-r.]. Ill.'Ipl.'tl Vo,

son of Atreus, to plny this
trick on me? What do Voul
mean by it?

forms, but Fina":..r
he grew tired and

3[11_1-'-'.:: to me.

37T



You know that well -.:nm.lgl'L ].rnurm:”. old man.
Tell me which of the E:-u-:lE holds me |11:n:, and

how I may be set free to return to R home.

It has been -.]w:r-.-r.--], son of Atreus,
that yvou may not return home until
vou go back to Egypt and offer
hecatombs to all the gnql:a L1 30 the
bhanks of the Nile. Then you may =ail

swi{tly back to your land.

Back to Egypt?!

Very wu", old man, 'l
do as vou zay. Bul tell me
now: have all the Achacan
heroes returned saful}-' to

t.l"{.';r hl:ll'ﬂ.l,!ﬂ rT{_F'I:'I::I. Frrl:l:p"‘. Oor
did any come to a had end

upon the sCaways:

I‘t- LA Uﬂlj" CanlEe VNl SOTIOW.

Son of Atreus, why ask me this?

Very well. You know how
ITATTY fell on the ficld at
Troy. Of those who sailed
away, only two perished.

A third still Iivuﬂ, but is

hindered from returni ng.




=y T AL
Sl b

[Ep—

Ajax was wrecked. Poseidon
drove his EI‘.I:i:p upon the
rocks of Gyrae. He pu"m:]
himself feom the sea, and
|n:i.g|1|. still have I!'Lll.'"l-"i\"t.'l.],
]:rl::t I'u: !Jn:raih..r& l:l'm'l: CVETL l:l'u:r
gmlsu. couldn't drawn him.
Poseidon heard this and :plit
the Ii::lgu he was atanding e li]
so that he fell back into the
brine and purishud.

Your brother, Agamemnon, was blown

off course, but he reached his native

soil again safely, or so it seemed.

His wife had taken a lover,
J"h.ugiutl':u::; he p-u!ll.l.'.tl. a man to
watch for Agamemnon's ships
and laid the l.ting a ]:l:::-.:td:..-
ambush in hiz own hall.




Take comfort, for your nephew
Orestes took revenge and killed
ﬁugistlluﬂu 1f you sail qui:.:]-:ly, you

In the midst of the welcome feast,
.E"'LL"EIEE-tIII.IEIEI men sprang out and alaug-h—

l:uru_u:l your Lrutllur anrl }1'15 M. Tlm‘_b,r

fuug]ﬂ well, but all went down to death. may arrive in time for the funeral.

Tq,-ll me about the I.ut ETLATE,

the one who is still at sea.

I.'II].'I-'.H.:II:. I. I.'Iil"u"{" BUCN I'IiITI O an

island, &uup I SOFTOW, t:mppcf.l in
the caves of the hymp]z quy;m‘--
She keeps him there for her

P]l'_"-ﬂ.ﬁ'l.l e, ﬂl'l-l'J. I'H! I'Iﬂﬂ- Nno mMeans -IJIF

eFCape, no sltip- or crew Lo take

him home.




“But no such fate awaits you, he
said. “As the hushand of Helen,
feus holds vou as his son-in-law.
You will not die WP the earth
but find YOUT case in the El}rsiu.n
Fi-:l:ls, where eternal summer

breezes walt all cares away.”

So said the Old Man of
the Sea. I did all that he
instructed, and the winds
|:tn:rug|1l: me E'W'i.[f].}" home.

MNow you must stay with me and be mv
guests for ten or twelve -r.[n:.rs more. Then
I'll send vou home with rich gifts: a fine
chariot, horses, and a hammered cup, so
that you may remember me whenever you

tip oul tln,- wine in your hall.

Son of Atreus, | must
return to my comrades
at I:'J.rl-:-sl. Ti‘u:}"w:
waited Imlg mm-ugl'l
for me -i:.ln:.'lr.l:.-'. As

for YOur gift, dive me
3r_'u|11|_-li'1ing :u'n.ulI llm.l

| can carry home with
me. | can't take horses
on my al‘ﬂp, and Tthaca
has na drasgsy plnins Lo

run them in.

Very well, then, Yol shall have

the loveliest and most precious

treasure in my storerooms:

a mixing bowl wrought in
silver and gnld by Hephaestus
himself. It was given Lo me ]5-:..1'
the king of Sidon during my
journey back from Tn:l}r. This
shall he 1y gi]t Loy v, that Vil
may remember me whenever
YO feast in VOUT hall at home.

A RN u s

A AU Y




.ﬁ.ﬂliﬂﬁ.“."'E, l.]{.'l yona Lll'lﬁ.lw 'U-'.E'I-i..'-l'l

Telemachus is returning from

Pylos? He took my ship, and
I I'l..'q.l'lpi;:l'l Ly ;1-.-1..-;1 il for an

errand to Elis.




That insolent pup! When did Why should | refuse a young man
he L:m.r.:, and who went with of his stnnding, with =0 much

him? And lor that matter, why trouble on his mind? He asked to
did you give him your El'l-ip"-'" borrow my :Fl'lip. and I lent it to

him _Ef]:'lfj]}".

Az for his crew, t]'lu_y'rl.: the best
VOung men of the ial.:n'n‘]. except for
us, of course. And Mentor went with
him too. Or at least | l.huug!'ll. | zaw
him board the E].'.I.ip that nip:l‘t’f. but
(R dnys later 1 pns-.mf.l him in the

street in broad daylight.
l-"""---_

Bad TS, lads! We t]u:ug.[tt
Telemachus would never
make the voyage, and here
he's carried it ofl beneath
our noses! That boy is going

to g@ive us trouble.

Quick, get me
a swilt chip and

twenty men.
We'll cateh him
in ll'u..- zhrailz
hetween Ithaca
and the bluffs of
Same and sink

his ambitions.




Medon, what errand nru}m1\<

running now for those insolent

dogs, my so-called suitors? <
l I'il.':"-l'l;:li_' |'.]!|r_-t'|:!|. .n“ — R0 ::I:':lu:lr

so arrogant! Didn't their fathers

tell them what a -E!L'HJII’J ].-:ing'.'.'

QOdysseus was? Fair to every
man, no tavoritism or petly

rages. They insult his memory.

They are worse
than you know.
I think ’Lllt:;-r are
planning to kill
VOUF SOn on his

W I!r..‘t-:_' I-.r fr. 1T

&
I

e,

Pylos.

B
T

L
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Pylos! What? Herald, I do not know if it was his Wi
why has my child sailed to

Own !.I'Ii.'l-ll-!:l!l oril a 1_..11”.1

Pylos? He's so youns, out ingpired him, but he went

on the pitilu:ss. OCCeAMN. .« . . to find news of

‘m ]:5;- F."Il.!'l.i:f.

.r"Lil'mna. child of

..l-"':.L' (RN wI'u R :i]"l.'i.l_'lr_:l.

15 ll‘mnr.lu:r, if CVET
Iy |1L1=-'-E-nnrj 1:11:11-_-1'.1

rich thighbones of

oxen to vou, pl::ﬂﬂ:

protect my son.







J




= ; '-.pr.":'.gj..:l}"'l:f"'. ki _.- b
3 [ ?Ifr' rd _ - {
i I:
1 1 b = 4 g
by

lam_-t'u aent |1u,.-r-.: Lo :*:rr_lu.:r

To tell the trutll, I've

- 2"‘ W to re Ii.."L'll‘L' G(]}"FHL'I.I E.
]

-

]'I-L"l' ITIES, W IL‘IL':I e,

What hrings vou




You cruel, jealous gods! You never \ i 0 T It's no use
allow a gu&dusg to love a mortal o e 1 arguing

man. When rose-lingered Dawn [ell TEv) P 3 i 5 | e with the

in love with Orion, Artemis struck 5 7 MO - v (. will of

him down with her arrows. When
Demeter Iq:l.'rl.l' with lasion, Zeus

smote him with a lightning bolt

.|"\.I‘III'.!. TICHW WOk u.rin ‘L.:Il,'l,! my
lover away, even though |
saved him from rln.'lwning,
nur:_u.-u] him to imnll.l'n, c'-"err_-uj

him immo rh'l]il:}r. o |

If Zeus commands
it, let him be gone!
But I have no ship
te give him; all

I can do i= point
his way and advise
him how to find
his home again.
The rest is out of

1y ] 14 I'I-I'J.:il-

And Calypso . .. I'd be more
gracious toward the will of Zeus,
if I were you. He may hear your

'H.'u]'dﬂ ﬂl'ld PlII'IiE]'!I B




Oh, forlorn man,

stop your tears. | am I

ru-m:]. b |q:l' I @ o
U . Come, put your skill to use. Take
et o : up hml:&, fell some tall trees for
{ paril i ; e
Akl e U a :

timber, and build }ruurm:“ a :slu:r:l'_u'
ra.'t, strong -:r:lmlgl'l to withstand
the ocean waves. I'll give yvou

T
"._r-"- stores of food and drink
=t i antj t-:" WO |1q:m.r to
i e
I 5

I'l:-ﬂ.l!l'l Your I'lﬂﬂ'li_". Tlm

) ¥ rest will |1a:|pp4.:n as

the ;_::m]s will it.




Set me Free at last? Brave the
ocean on a ralt? O gnddcﬁ,
what mi,t.:flﬁ.,-f do you have in
mind? 'l never pul to sea in
such a craft — unless YOU Were
to swear me an oath to Imlp

and not to hinder me with

your magic or m ake any p'[r.ll'

against me!

What a devil you are — alway=

so suspicious! Very well, 1 swear.
Let Earth be my witness, with the
broad Sky above and the dark
waters of Styx below: T will never
plot against vou, and I'll do all in

my power Lo I'h..-]i_'l you,




Son of LLaertes, are you
runll}r S r_lutur:ninu-rj b
leave me and return to
VLEE !:H.:luw:cl [tl‘mcn?

I you had any idea of the
trials still in store for vou,
Yok would gl.:-.:]l_&.r gtay with

e, IJ'!.!‘.'-UTI'I'.-' il'l'l'lﬂi.lrl:l]; -FI-T'I:'.I

You'd even give up that
wife YOu pine for. I know

EII'I.L' canmol I.'ll! as r-ﬂ.i!' as I

LLER L [U'I" S]-'I-l..'- i# LU 'I'F'Ill:ll'liil-L

Ccnjoy a life of bliss.

Py

Now, don't be angry, C'al:.rpslu. Of
course no mortal woman can rival a
goddess [or beauty of face and form.
My Pn:nulnpn.: must age and die,

while Yo have unrm'Jing :,-:'.-utll.

Nevertheless, it is my one
WiEl‘.l., the ni.:w:r—{-:lr.linf.: ache
in my |ma‘rl, to return to her

.'.'iI'I.IJ. Loa my own ]:1::1.::!1:.




If the g-.'.rrl_-l wreck me again, | will suffer it,

(L IF"'-"'.'- E".li-l'-t!rt-'li.l ﬂ” IJL-'[!.JTI.-'r I.l.-'t- il. SOOI,
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Sol | go off to |El:|1iupi;|.
for a few lrJa.zm and the
other gui]s decide to

r'.'-l-'.-'ﬂ!‘".! Dil_!l"l'!‘l’.-'“ F?




We'll see
about that!
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I:.ﬂ.‘-ﬂ.'i'r ﬂ:llrEl."-Iil. 1..; gle I, -|'.-|-'I'-H.]
Ian. l":'?l'l:.-' le..'l 'Ii'l-’I'I-CI.t I Y.

does Pogeidon Swim for Vour

hate you sof i life toward the

Phacacian coast .

OVETE t]a e,




your
When vou reach
e sea

I into the

-

my veil and wind it around

toss it bac

’ca].m

waish. [t will protect yvou.

P
l]w 5]111-1'1:

Here










A
A
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ya




o " . 'r."I"d'-‘_'ql_

Hha



O E:-r.-f.lﬁ, have you let me survive all this
nnly to be smashed againsat these rocks?

I there a break in these cliffs?

S

74
III‘-:.

i x

5

a"br'l- “I@Trjﬁ 'gr,lr,, 3
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Hear me, lord of the
river. | come to you
in great need. Show
Mercy — calm YOI
currents and let me

awitn Lo 2 |1-_1r4;.

L

; & -
.___I“I
!i::."'b L .

b E T Yo - g
T, P L |




Thank you, goddess.

You |:-rm1g|1l me

through alive —

but you cannot
protect me from
rﬁ.-u:.-'.i::g il 1 gtay on
this heach through

the |1ig}|t.




Boolk 6 — Phaeacia
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III,I ].11.-1:1'. ok ]:!M.- Loren

forward in this

condition. . . .




Tell me: are vou a gr.:dr.lusta: Oor a \--"'"'_ _-""'\i‘/ Yeasterday the storm
wrecked me and left

i sbea I'I-r.!.l:-l'J. L

mortal maiden? I've never seen a
girl so fair as you. You scem like
Artemis, great Zeus's rjau-g]!lq.-r. I'm
alraid to hold your knees and beg

voul for Mercy

this shore. I pray you,
take pity on me. Tell

e 'B.-'I'I.L"I'I": ] AT, ﬂl'll'l

vl my pliﬂ}lt 15

Ll L L} [l
"]“-51'-"‘-"“["-' dIve me some scrap ol

I've been on the c]ol‘hing to wear, and
sca bwenty {_I_.]}rg in return, may the

riding the d@reat 5’*"-]!‘ grant you all

swelle through that you desire.

gale winds, to

escape the island

My name iz Nausicaa. We

are II'.I.L" F]'!I.ﬂd:ﬂl.'.'ir]l'lip EII'H'J.

are n::il]'wr a [-I'.“JI T

Stranger, I can tell by \i\ S
WOLT W l:rl;l.a I;.I'l.':.", Wor T o, T
3 this is our islnnd, which is

ruled i:l;.r my [ather, King

Alcinoos.

a rascal. If the gods

wish vou to suffer, 54y
there is nnl:lﬁng to .
he done but endure :FE' A
it — but here on this .

igland, vou will not |

lack for haspi taIit:.r.




Come back, -.:‘m*nn]ly Let me wash

maids! Remember that myself, princess.
all huggnr: are senlk |'))r
Zeus. Let's feed this

man, bathe him in the

I'm embarrassed to
let any |liﬂ'h—l:urn
women touch my

wrinkled slin and

river, and give him a
salt-caked hair.

clean, l:l.l'_'-," tunic and

C It'.l'r:ll!‘ tor wcar.

Well, then, when you've
hathed and eaten, we will

show you the way to town.

I'll lead you partway, but when we apprnncli
the town, you muzt wail — il you followed

: me }:y the clc:-.:l-:a. the sailors
- would gossip.

Th



Just go sl'raiglll: across the

caugeway, enler the Imtnu-;, and
go into the great hall, Look for
my mother, sitting beside the
l:-ing, weaving 1::.-' the |ight of
the hearth fire. She's the one
you should approach — speak

r.uirly and asl: her mercy. O'nce
o have her f}rmpnlhy. ¥l
can be sure that WL will soon

see your home again.

P i - r‘ulﬂ"l‘,

iyl .\"'.4"*'..;-: 3, 1 a
PN L e T
Lt et 1Y s
RESIRETER
Y N = YA

Pallas Athena, sleepless davghter of
Zeus, hear my prayer. Lel thesge Phae-
acians receive me with kindness and

I'I.l!lll e !:‘L"-ﬂ.EI'i my l‘.lﬂl'l:!.l.".




Book 7 — King Alcinocos
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Noble queen, hear my piua! Show yvour great
generosily. A more piteous man you have never
seen than [ who kneel before you now. Years of

trnul:lus, 1.:'1'.r|..111.1'.1u3-_-1 |11:rartm:-hu5 I've 1.."!1|'.JL1.I.'L"-|'.!. L PO

|,I'|1,: FIT ,:u'u.l now ['m wrm:].z-.,-:] UPOn your shore.
All I want is to see my homeland again, my

fnmily and my |1ig!1—run[u:1 hall.




Fear no more. Our ships
and our sailors have no
equal among mortals,
and th::y will E-p-m.'c]
vou safely home

acroas the sea.

Rise, stranger. You speale
'Ui-"ﬂ". :’:l:“ﬁ ‘P-"-'.lh.'ht:a WL ﬂ”
beggars, and to honor him,

we will grant your p]uﬂ.-

B =0
1

Stranger, it's true. | will

command a 5|1i|1 to be
readied tomorrow, but
first, SOy Our hu;pil‘nl—
ity. Join our fcast, and
w]“.-li Yo Ii.'.'l.'l."-u,.- calen,
vou can tell us your
name and where youl

COMTIe frum_

And where you gol those
clothes, for I'd swear I myself

wove that cloak for WY ST,

O great Li g and uUeen, Yol are matchless in vour generosity,
Lt::l.ul}r, and wisdom. May the F:-J-Lls bless v alwcl}rs- with health,

Iung Ii[n:r, and |1appinu35 for all your children n:rspuq:ia"y your
lovely daughter, Nausicaa. It was she [ first encountered on this

is]antl, and when | i:u.:-ggutl

;ﬂ-l’ I'll!‘l' IIEIP, 5]1!."‘ EEI'\"L‘ e

these clothes and l'uzlpn_-ll

me find your palace.

She would have brought

me here hersell, but
the wise g;r] knew that

tongues would wiag.




As for the rest of

my slory, il iz I..rrn.:

Friends, our gucst 1s tired. Let’s e ;

s Lo I'III_'IIJ- -I-ilil'li.'l-l"t'l.l'lu'n' we 'I.'l."i].[ !'L'..'I.IIJ'I.I' a .

: = | ".1.'1" .|1..1'n-
-.'II'HI WEATY, [Pralin I'-UI :-=.|1iI:|_, .1.r11,| ]1::1':] a F.‘lrn,,-wu”. f.g.ul. !-ur
my servankts

Fm’ me even to

think u[.

him with faImes, {Jﬂn-.:in:.. and n:.'il-l:-'.
: t L prepare a

]H.'I:] !-I.:lr :p'l1l.l.




Book 8 — Games

Phacacians! This stranger was wrecked on our
igland and came o me ;-Lm.:]zing !-n.:lp- We will
e take him home, but first, let’s show him that we

ATy e excel not only in 5]1ip]:ui|:1ing but also in sports,

i o . T - Sames, :1.111c'inﬂ .v..and ccltl:rating!




el ‘.ln s

.-.--:._ i - 4 ..-_ - ..- '_-_.

Friend, you look like

a sporling man; lool
at those thighs, those
hands! Would you
care Lo join in, bry

your st rultglll?

No, I'd hest

Il.:..'l.'l."i.: it Lo pgadtt
young pups.

I--.'H'l'l'.lﬂ-:l'l'lil-l!. I Bl WL WeTe I'I'IiﬁLTI..F-TL"I-'I-.

He's probably a merchant, not used

to carrving his own gm'.urj-s._’/

Those are foolish

words, my friend.

."l‘l. ET14801 I'ﬂ-ﬂ}r I{'H.:I'IE
like nuthinp_.' much,
but be gi[tur.l |:g.-
the godsz in song,
or strategy — who
knows? As for

0 n | PR ‘_."1‘5.'.'







;"Lnfl l'" tiin'.lw nnu’r.ln:r just as rar,. or fartlwr. I:_"'q,-;";l,-: now. Resl Casy, ;..l_rnn,!-f;,-n I qlnn'l,
if VoL like. For that matter, if anyone here blame you for your anger; Eurvalus
spul:u like a fool, and you vie shown
him up. It's time to put aside these

cares to test his fl.rr.'l'l_:i.'ll'l mn wr-.:t:l.lin_i; or

I’:uxing. I'll knock him down.
contests and show

you what else we're

fﬂl'l'll.'!l-llb'l- Fur £ oE 8

——
RO

II'
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Hlll'lg r"hlr.!il'm-::s, Mo lzrnggud of El.mngur. FOUE Manners are gurlI:L"-:- Come,
vour young men's dancing, and princes and nobles! Let's send our new

YO Were ri-gllt to do so. TI‘L-:;.-' arc friend home with rich gi[tﬂ to amaze his
magni ficent! countrymen. Bring them to my hall, and

WL'.”. I'Iil.'b'l.'.-" 1] [GI.IL-‘WE-" I'-EII.SL

Euryalug, you should
npnlugixc and fgve him
a gi{t tovon,

I was wrong to taunt you, stranger, and I'm
SOFry. Please accept my apnlngy, and tale
this sword, of bronze and silver, with an

IVOry sheath, to remember my friund::l\ip.

Well spnlzun, Eur}ulug-
I return yvour friend-
'EI'Iip and wish the F:mis'
blessings on you. May
you never have need
for this sword.




-

¥

Demodocus, vour skill is divine!

l"E'f‘lllu..-:u o ]:l;nrl,.- calen yonar [i"r I

pray you, sing for us agalm.

AT

._-]m“.ﬂ.r.i._.ﬂ.h..-...h..q..m... g

].‘-‘ﬂ rl.l.

the
] ﬂirt comes from the

ale thiz 1o

A bard’

k

Here,

;mds, and we should honor it.

e
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Tell me now, friend,
and hold n-_'.rlhing
LHE]{:WI'I&[ 12 your

I'I-|'.I.II'I-|..‘I-1.II WII{.‘IL‘ i]'l'.'l

Etn-p, stop. It seems
!,.I'I::l; O I:u‘;li-gq-l gri-,-r

to our guest,

you come
from? Why
do you weep
at these
gongs ﬂf
Troy? Did
vou lose

[als I'I'I.!:'.II.II-I;"E

Alcinoos, it pains me to tell my

is long. 1 suppose I should begin

tu"ing yOu my name.

story. But it seems vou must pry into
it, intensily my griel. Where shall 1

start, lor the account ol my troubles

I am Odyszeus,

Lacrtes son. .1114.:

whole world knows of
my alralagems, and

I"}' my fame has risen
to the heavens. My
home is under the

clear skies of Ithaca.

Now, | will tell you

of the misfortunces
that Zeus has sent
FTe r_lur':i.li-_i_' my |:'.-n-_:

vovags home from




Book 9 — Odysseus's Story Begins

i
ol - Rk . A
he same wind that launched me o We saclked their rich city =
- ] Fﬂ L] L) L]
I-I"l:ll'l'l. l!'u: 1'||=.'.'|.:."I:.us u{ wn‘lr.l:,." I]:I.I.II‘I'I = " Fﬂ-l‘ p]undur,, vl'.!.ﬂ"l-l’l:lt'tg t:IL'
alter Troy's fall blew my fleet of AL riches so each man had
3|1ips to the land of the Cicones. his proper share.
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i e B SE 0T E T TN XT3 T
| Then | commanded the men to ‘ While I nrgm.-ql with them and .-
board cur Eltipj and sail for Iu:unu, t]u-y ]:'.nilq:rud, ignoring me, L

but lhug.-' resisted. Tim}-' wanted

those Cicones who had usuapud —
to stay and drink from the aroat

the city went m;icitl:.r to their
casks of wine, FOrge themselves ni:ighl'mrs and gntlwrud P an

on p]un-:lun:cI delicacice. army to take revenge on us. —
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They attacked with a force : ?j}‘y
SO NUMoerous, l‘.l'h.:j.." W e Ii]-.!-., t . |~

the leaves in autumn., They

LS st s Niae
drove us back to our 5|1ip5, Fincrk ) ' L, [-l}"':-i‘ﬂ‘,{ﬁ e
B B g . et L E) E B -:!u'r —
antj | I:uu.rq:r_l WA nngltt el "“‘-la. - : A ¢ 4 o
) . g — T T i
our end there. But we held i o) s Lo 1
- \ e , - e CEm 5 Fh ey
them off !unﬁ t:nc:ugl'n to e A 3 ":'E"E-: T o Y {u"#:‘:i}'mﬂ_
- 1 Ty g i
1 launch our fleet and CECAPE, y LE T ko i P o R "'*"::'*:. n A -r-“.“-.
: < Ly o - b

though we lost six men

from cach ship's crew.

We mourned the loss of our comrades, We sighted land and found
but we made good speed and would have a good harbor with fresh
reached Ithaca foon i.:nuug]n.. except that waler, | sent a group ol

E a north wind stirred up IJJ.I' Zeus pus]‘u:-:l men out to see if any sort

EE us ofl course, and we lound ourselves in of pq.-::plf.- inhabited this

; unknown waters, sunny land.

s
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But tl'l.u:y didn't come
back. You 200, this was
lI'Iq: I.n.t:u] nr tl:n,.- .I..lt:II.I.IE

Eaters. -l'lv.:}r made my

Iu'_]

men [riu:n-rll}r offers of
lln_- rrult fruln I.I'u,.- Iul.u;l '
p]ﬂnl:, which made them |
furgu:t all their Carcs, ﬁ
fr.‘.n'rgut their homes too, 4
and want nothing more '
than to stay and enjoy '
the blissful uuplluria

this plant bestows.

] PR, - A

When I saw what had 11r:||:r|n:t1.u-r1,
| was d't:.unnyq..-rl, and I had to
-;lr-:l[:: them iun:iHy back to the
EI'IipEI, ﬂrcturinl:: Iy other men

to Lie tlu-:'n llul'll_-.ﬂl.tl l]'l:u ].'IL'I'IL"I'IL'H

and row -;|ui:.'}-:|y AWaN,

< ph el SIS

oy s il
LT i
¥ J"\" L' |

r =
Luclky that 1 H
did ok taste
that Fruit!




Ag we sailed Farther into
unknown s¢as, a [r_t_:f
descended and for a time

W L‘{II.IIL]. S| I'l-l;_!ll'.l'lil'lg-

—

Suddenly our ships ran up
on a sund}r beach. We found
that we had sailed into a calm

Imrln&t', .:mt.l we r-.-.-:ih.:q:l t]u.err,‘.

thanklully for the night.
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In the Morning, we saw that
we were on a small but lush
island, with wild goats jumping
among the rocks and a fresh
stream running down the hill,
We had soon brought down
enough game for a fine feast,
accompanied by the wine we

had taken from the Cicones.

T

S

'l.‘_

e R
::I:}-_ S _.'h o

——

As we ate, we uyud the rm:l:}r
shore that stood acrogs a nar-
row channel from us, and saw
canlzing fires and other signs

of habitation. | determined to
go and see what sort of p:.'u]:rlr.:
lived thun:.-, and ordered my sl’ﬁp
readied while the rest of the fleet
El:-il.j"t'& uw.:un:])r in the harbor

S e




:H'I.!fl Wi ;!.I'lpru.'h:l!lrﬂ]r Wi 2AawW A
great cave near the shore, with
" :'-lh.'up—pq:n:: :'-l_lrru-luunu-rjim.;.F it.
Enmr_-t]:ing made e UNEasy,
g0 | pi-.'l-wd twelve of my hest

[if!!'!ltﬂrﬁ, armed myself well,

and |:|._-,.- some inspiration,

k! ]EF{.FIIE',']'“ "-"-"Ill-.l'1 LRR LA 1.:«1:"1' U‘F car

hest and strongest wine.

|
g

= = by L = . 1‘.‘\
We found the cave Q L%

deserted and 4;|1.|i..:1.:l:.- T
::prnrutl it. E ‘L}

T, T ! = T \'

It was huge inside. Some of my men wanted to

Part of it was steal the fine cheeses and return
divided into pens,

which were filled

E"A-'il-l.l_'g." to the 5hip, but I was

curious to meet the owner of this

W'il:l'l Ia'.|.T:I':II'IqII ;II'I{I. L'i.l.IF.. Al B ij- .|:'I.i.'. Wl!!l_lll{,]. ill-l-i.}'l' I'Iiﬁ

]1-.15|1it-.1|il}r. It would have been
hetter if I had listened to them.

There was a great

Fir:.'-—pil. and an array

ol I:l.'!.”;t ..'.'L'r:i:I !1.1:-:1.:1.-'.:-:

Fl.'l-r LR REL hil'l_i: i..']'l e,
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"'ul:ll'l :..|:'|.1.!r||: Ii W 2aw - 1':‘?1'-1:“ ]!ll,: I'I-'.'I.IJ tllr:ﬂ! ;l'l:-:;l.lu,
him. He rl:h:rm:{i to the he picked up a massive

Cave |'u:rding a flock of stone slab that was lying

fat :a]h_-up and rams. |:-_'..-' the entrance and slid it

easily acrozs the opening.

His strength and bulle terrified

uE, 20 that we eri I:'L!,'_."I..'I.I in the

a0 =¢ shadows as one by one he milked
-r_ “ AR i*'r-"”.!'ﬁ e s Ty . i his fat ewes, -.:urt"ing some of the
i f L i : : mill: for cheese and Ium-ing Lween
. .I,..-, N .: ; great pails to drink from.
I 3 & )

When he had put all
the 5[1-:4:11 in their
pens, cach suclkling
under its dam, he Lt

i f'i.'ﬁ_" -ﬂ.'[!l.(l ﬁL1EI-IJ.L"III_"I.'

5-11[1.-& TEN




Sie, we are travelers from
alar who chanced upon
your shore and found your
cave. We humbly beg yvour
|14;1-spil:n|il.}r. Remember
that sucsts arc under the

protection of Zeus.

What? Strangers! Who might

you ]JE, little men, and what

- = ¥
are you l:lmng In my cave?

IZELIE? HEI.I W{t
::}rclc:rpes do not
fear the gr_}cls.




What ship l:lr-::}ugl‘:t you here?
Where is it anchored? Are

tl’lEl’E more -D'E }'ﬂll?

Eir. our Ehip wWas !p]-'inh.' r:.'lrJ
Lo lI"I.u r’ﬂl.:'lts an-rl W SWaEITE
.!I#I'It'l:l‘q_-. T]:!l.l.: I‘l,:.il. ﬂ!- (w10} ¢{_‘lt':1t'.1.:,11.:9:

E.].T{\'F-'TI l.'-l.'l i n tl'l L4 i Y WS,

¥
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Alter f.luvuuring two of my
e, the ::_l,.*q:lnj;_a.-; |a:..* down
b tlll.'-l:p. He did not fear

LS, for even if we could kill
him, we could not ;h'.t:::iiljty

move that giant stone.

WI! were

tra ['![.u::l .




In the morning, the -;;.ra;]uptr Lilled two more men [ racked my hrain [or a plnn
for his breakfast, then drove his EI‘I.L'L‘p outside and that would let us CECAPE

rupl.zn:l_-:] 'Ll'u_- slone across tl'u_- cntrance as uﬂ.si!:.-' as .a ativu fr-.:-ln tl'u_- ciul::!luﬁ -.':F

man might cap a quiver of arrows. that brute, and this was

wlmt s#:::ml.:l.l 111:-=='c Lo maes:

There waz a maszive stall of green
wood lyving in the cave, and [ whittled
this down to a ﬂlmrp point and hid it
in the ]:I:'I.-;:L’ of I.]:'Lc cave. | pi.i.:l-.-i.:-:l four
of my strongest men to help me wield

it when the time came.

Once again | had to stand by and watch
as he killed twoe more of my men to make

hiz dinner. When he had devoured l]:um,

I L) Prtlﬂh?]'ll.!i.l I't';:'l'l'ln




il

f_';"r'_-'

Give me some

more, stranger!

Here, have some wine, monster.
I ]}rr.-ugllt it as a gil:l.', t]'lr.‘ugll
that means m'-i.lting Lo you. I'll

wager it's finer than an}'tl'linj.'

Mo I'I e ]"II! re.

AI‘II:I. tﬂ[l 1me }"E.'rl_l].' namc,;
for I will make you a
gift in return for this

magnificent wine.

Three times |
filled the bowl,
and he drained
it emply. Then,
when his wits

were addled, 1

answered him.




You ashed my name, _ 47 - ' 1’911]-_- 81{1’; Nﬂljﬂd}!’r 1=

and I'll gladly tell it.
ool ;?Iru]“-,d:,.‘ that I will eat you last!

Now, you said you Ha ha ha huh . ..
had a gift for me?
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P::ll:.-rpl'lernus, what's
the matter? Is
someone attacking
you or trying to

steal your sheep?

Nobody! Nobody’s Well, then, if nobody’s in there,
trying to kill me! you must be sick. There'’s ncitl'ling

to be done about that except pray

to vour father Poseidon.




Nol Ic].t ots!
.AEI.EI.I'E]‘I!

Come on, now,

ND]‘.’JD(‘].}'} try to /'_

escape!




Now I cast about for a way to 8 I lashed them I:::Igutl'mr

:#Iip past him, and my eye fell e ; = in threes, with one of

on the great, fleecy rams, L ; . my men slung beneath.

2 | " I saved the bulkicst of

them all for mysell, and
iligging' my I-I'ng_,'i.rrs imto
his thick wool, I SWLNE
beneath his Iiu]t}' and
waited as the voung

Dawn's fin goers touched

ll'n_- castern :l].az.r.

The animals were jn'.n:itliug and Lluaﬁng to go out into
their pasture, but Pul'_n..'pln.-mu-.l carufu":.r ran his hands
over cach one's back before he let it out. He couldn't

feel my men, tl'l:]'llE."I‘l, shiclded as they were.




Old friend, why are """ Is it because you grieve
y

vou last of all? You N for my eye, put out by

a]ways lead the way. 4 that accursed Nﬂl}acl}r
after he got me drunk?
Ol, if only you had
the power of speech
and could tell me

where he’s hiding, I'd

smash his brains out!

| SETTEa




Cyclops! Your victims
have escaped, and the
gods have paid you

bacl for vour crimes!

g
e .-.';...
v gL
3T ]

g i il




The 5p]n9]1 raised a swell that
drove our ship almost bacl to the
shore. My men rowed rurinuﬁip}
I.zm:rpin;_.‘! silent oW, until we were

twice as lar away. Then, ignoring

their L].L‘F]'Jl.:rﬂlll: PIL‘E!E, [ called
back to the -:J.-'u:lv.rps again.

':}r-l:]upﬁ. if anyone asks who pul
out your eve, tell them it was

E:*{i}r:ﬂ-su us of Ithaca!

Oh, no, the old
prophecy has come

true! I was told

GC’.}FEEEUE Wﬂl'llCI. ]‘."Dl]
me of my sight, but

| EIIW-EI.}FE expectecl
some giant of a
man, not a puny

trickster like you!




But I am Poseidon’s P{}EEiC].{}n, earth—sha]:er, gml of
son, and he will the sable locks, if I am indeed

]near my prayer: yvour son, granlt me revenge on

‘:"d}rsseus of Ithaca! Let him

never reach his home, or if the

other gcu:].s decree that he must,
let him come late, after lcmg suf-
fering, with all of his comrades

{IEEIC.L and let him find trouble

waiting for him at home!

So he pra}'utj. and the gurj heard him. Then
he seized another |n'.nquJ|_-r, CVET |:|ni..jgur than

I.'l'h'-l-ﬂil'l.‘-. and hurled it after ve. But this time it

landed behind our EI‘I.'i.]_:I-, and the wave pus]‘u:rj

(TES 5wif1.iy [orward until we came to the little

ifﬂli'll“il W]’JI.!F‘.-' Crer ".TI:JTT:I-TﬂI.L.‘-F were W-Tl-'i-t'i l'l-g-

f_.--*"'-t',---f""' e e e
-
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Book 10 — Circe

The next land we E-ig::lllml T DT
journey waz slrange 1n every way,
It was a "r.ml.ing island, walled

..':.]1 -,'Iri!l.l:ﬁl;l w;lli ;-u.t].{-:l. I‘qu:n!{l..‘,

home of King Acolus, whom the

_E!{'I'EIF- had made lord of the winds.

This, we discovered, was Acolia, the

He had twelve [lurfn.--:l. sons and :lnu_ﬂhturs,
whom he had married to cach other, and &

lI'u.':.-' ].'i"l.rl:nl] al caze within ll'u..-;r I'!rvu'rn-:q.':

I:-.:Ild.-;:u, I-L‘..‘I.:‘lil‘lg .1" 1].:}* |-.'|-ng. .a"'u.uuL.nt

welcomed me to their fuasl‘., and when |

cparted, he gave me a godly gitl.




o .

He cnplurl.:tl the winds and bound them | 5[‘4]_1"!.'1'] up for nine I'Jﬂ'_b'i without a
up in a great I:h:l.g made from the hide of rest, manning the helm m:.rz:u", for 1 uf
a 'll!l—gr-_&wn o, suaiing the neck lii!].!l.l. was determined that nothing would

with wire 2o Iu'rl.l'r;n-_;; could escape. But stop me r::ﬂching,f home now.
he left the west wind free to blow us

straigltt on our course for home.

N

il 1 s |
We aig]zlm} land — Ithaca! 1 l]‘umght Iy 'rlu:}' took it into their heads that the
troubles were OVET, and I left the helm to Lﬂﬂ Acolus gave me must contain :,::ulil
sit and rest my |u|;3. But 51-.--_-p OVErcame and ri::tm&, which I pl-ﬂ.l'll'tl_"'-l'.!. to ln.-n_'-p all
me, and as soon asz My CVes were closed, for m}'sl.:". The [ools! Mad with jr:nltms:.-'.
mischiel E[llpl{.‘:.:[ AMONE My Crew, tlw}-' decided to open the ]::a,:,' and see.




e, I awoke to a
. ~ =
< f...-f 1'||;_'41':t111.:|.n.*.
o -
T L
T ol
e
&
R
-".lrr.l- 3
P
P
v i
I,.'.."'
\ n
5 II
L \
g R 2
M."\\ X

In my grief 1 tjmugl':t that I should
cast mysell overboard and drown,
rather than suffer such tragurly. But
my spirit held me, made me cliug to
the rail and endure it all.

The winds, unleashed,
battered our 'ﬂ-llip- and blew
s, wniting, back from our
|mmﬂs, all the way hacl:

ACFOES !.E:t- sea bo J"Le-.'.n]in-




What, Odyeseus, -\I—J/ How can this be? I sent yoLl

back again?!?

on your way with all you

I'lk-‘ﬁlil-l..-'l.] L Ti.'!-ﬂli:]'l your I'I{'l':l'-l'l-t-'!

ema iy, T8 R - E
S 5 :':__ =y L Ellrr my crew ]::Ill.‘.'l.rﬂ'.l."l..'i.l T, 1 .I'I ey ul'u.:ru;t.l
b the |:|-i||i.: and released the winds. 1 LJ.:F}
you, great I'«'-i"il'u save me again — yout

have the power Lo do it ea F:'I}'.

Pitilul man. The gn-:lﬂ musl truly = P So we sailed on, cursing our [ate. Six
despige you, and I will not go =l days we rowed, and on the seventh we

against their will. Leave my hall | came to a shore of tall cliffs cn::ir-.:ling

..'n'ul never return! F = a rirn.-, cnlm nalurnl |1..1r!:-.:-r.

s

A |
__-l'-
L |
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My captains all sailed in, but
gome instinet warned me to
MOoOor my s|1i|:|- outside the cliffs,
tyving her fast to the rocks.

I climbed to the top of
the cliff and saw smoke

riging in the distance.

Two of My men volunteered
to go and zee what manner
of puuplc lived there.

Tln.-:.r had not gone far when tln_-}-' mel a greal,
sltrapping voung woman. She |:mt1-l.|g|1l. them
to the hall of her parcnts, who were ]-:in[.'.I and

gueen of these punplu.-, the Laestrygonians.

115




But they were treated
to a savage and !J-:nﬂtly

recepbion,

I called to my men to cast off

and retreal, hut it was too late.




he rest were

s men from the water like fish.

g

=
2
o
=]
=

+8
']
i
-
=
]
=
-
B
]
-

T

] 2
1]
A
i
LT
-]
b ]
—
&
=
—_
|
==
=4
=

=

ile

v my =hip us.:;np:.--.]. 1

I'Ii..‘l:[
P

EIMas
1y l‘.l I."!

-




So we sailed on, mourning We were all afraid to uxplnru,

our comrades, and we came to alter our experiences with 3

another iﬁlﬂ.ut], where we moored

the eyclo ps and the

our slﬁp and took on water. Laestrygonians. However,

g SR . e : Gy . AL M our [ood uup[l]}r wag del=
R S PR o ting low, so 1 strappu{l on
my sword, took hold of my
bronze spear, and ignoring
my crew's protestations, [
set off to find some game.
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Friends, look! Let's

put away our hun ger.

looked inllal:ih:d, th::_? grnﬂnm:l.

bands, one led 1‘:3-' m:.-'atr.'-[r, the other
by my captain, Eurylochus.

We cast lul.:t rrmu a l'n,-lrnul'., .:nml
Eur:rlm:hua:‘s lot came first, so he
and his band set off ,_;frimI]..r to see

who nﬁgltl live I'Ii.,!-ru-

When I told the men that the island

but I quiclz]:..- divided them into two

At the center of the island,
I:I'n.::.' found a great house, with a

gan]fn pn'.rwl-c:d by wild animals

'.'I."I'I-!'.! uctuq:l as :mm:l:- a8 |'|m|5|: pets.




| al j ¥ gy
They heard a beautiful iy Only Eurylochus held
voice singing within, - é ' ] back, sensing a trap.
Drawn by her song, my m ; M— ’, ] I |
men went to the door ¥\ | -k ' 1

and hailed her, and

."=I'I'l.." came out at once

1%

to greet tllmn — l:l'lu

ligw:luliizlg I C'i e,
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'::rl,:i.- :|::|*.|::|:|:,.-l.| 1,|'|t,.- (R RTSAN] ].'u,twls
of a sweet concoction

!I'I'lﬂ.l'JL’ tJF EI'IL‘L'"_-'I-I_", I!I-ﬂ:'l:"l s

golden honey, and Pramnian

wine — and into this she also

stirred a magic -rlrug.




Eur:rlm:l'ms returned, raving about the

e |.1u|:in|; transformed. His story was

hard Lo I'll.:li::w.:, 1:1.:[ it made me burn W“.I'I

curiosity. Though the men wanted to put

to sea at once and escape, | made up my

mind to see what had |mppunr.-u] Lo may

comrades — and rescue them if [ could!

Well, well.,
Oreat ':f'lrjg.rﬂs CLE,
I_nuleing for

- L8
trouble agaim?




Let me give vou gome

[riendly advice, then.

This island belongs F'-..T

to Circe, a puwr.':rru} g

immortal. She has

I."].!I.'_-'Il-ﬁ\"l:il VOur I 1’!:&'

If vou would seek her
out, then take this herb
with you. Chew it up
and swallow it, and it

will protect you from

her :II‘.H_-!I:L

When her magic fails, she will try Lo
seduce you, Threaten her with yvour
sword — make her swear never to

]:!I..I]I'!I"I'I Mo, .‘l.!"ll'_]. Low I'I!Il_'ﬂ:l‘-t: MYOUur men.

Then vou can lie safely in her
bed and enjoy the mngical
I;Iu!igl'll.:ﬂ- of the island for as
long as you please.




I [l:ll:l.'l:'l.i,] -'I.]]. Lk 1:.1.Ir:p'||::|1,:|'l1.lﬁ

had described it.
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Now, into the poens with vour

COomm ra-rlcﬁ, vou swine!

Y

.:;.
)

Just as Hermes had said, she tried {4 St N ] ;

to seduce e, but I made her

SWNCAT |:||_'|.- all the 1_'.:11115 not to harm

e, dt'l.i] Lo !I:'L']L‘-l:ll: My e .




i | 2 ] h |

| |.1-r-_:lug|1t up the others who waited at the 5}1ip.
and we were all |mlt1ml, given r:‘-ya] ::It:lliuti,
and fed the choicest delicacies ]':_y Circe's

handmaidens all fln}r |ﬂng. -:Ia}r after -rln:,.r.

So we Bfil}"l:l:].. SAVOTrIng all these
|11-.~.|15|uru3.,, while elsewhere the
seazons turned and a full year

pagﬂud.

] : e
X kS
e
A
A I
o . e
. L o
= & el
i
i g TP
! ——
| sy =
1) -
«
\ 3 -
2 g .

Then some of Y Imen urgr_-:f me to resume the

voyage home, and | knew that l.lw}' were l':i!'.,'I'IL

Circe, | must not stay here any

la.:ungur. Radiant -E':ur.“uﬂ.-t, @dive us

provisions for the journey, and

tell me how to set Y COUrsae.




[ will not hold v back. But

if VoL wish to reach YOLLE home
541Fu|y, ol imust have the advice

of the dgreat seer Tiresias,

P

Yes, vou must journey
to Erebus, the Land
of the |}-::-.1L1. baa

consult him.

Tiresias iz long

dead and buried.

No ghip can zail to the Land
of the Dead, nor can |i1.'in§;,I

men relurn frmn tl‘mt .-tllnru!

—]

I}ﬂl :r!n:_'tl!. !‘:..-.rlr'. Et::lﬂu:lh]h::l‘, I ]:'l...1.1.r|.:
sworn an eternal oath to VOO,

It is neither so far nor so hard as
Vo t]:in].z, and 1 will tell Yo how

to make the journey. Go now,

and gnth-:r up your men. | will

pProvision the :t!:ip for VOLL

I roused my companions, and
tlm:..' wopt and wailed when

I told them we must visit

the Land of the Dead. But [
hustled them down to the 5|1ip
and pruek them to m:-rlz,. so their
tears were stilled. For what

f{-.u'.lf.i can come of grieving?




Boolk 11 — The Land of the Dead

e 2 e i T =

“Just gpread yvour zail,” Circe told me,

“and the north wind will carry vou
diru:,:t]'_l..r to the black shore.”

EEN -""'_.__-G-F'JT-_'\--_'\-T T W,
T X

“Beach your 5|1ip and go inland, . =I5 “Dig a trench there on the
]na]-:ing for the lake where the river s oyeeeld || shore, a forearm’s length on

of fire and the river of tears meet.” _ ’ 1 each ::ir.‘I-E-, and sacrifice a black

(B s R e B PR e i e b e P T

lamb and a young goat.”
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“The spirits of the dead will

SO0ON Appear, drawn ].1-:.- the

Y T

smell of blood. Have vour men
quickly burn the carcasses in
sacrifice to the twelve gmlg,
while you draw your sword and
stand over the trench.

You may see spirits you know,
but let none touch the blood
until Tiresias appears. Question
him about VOUT JOUFney, and he

will tell you everyvthing.”

Elpenor? How did you
get here? You were

with us yesterday! Captain, it was

my ill lucl: that

]:rr-;mgltt e iu:rt:*
more uwi{i]]r than
VOLT black :!I'Iip.
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I had drunk too much and wone bo il-.u,!p Captain, [ Lnow voril st go bacl: that way

on Circe's I:'l'.'J'EI.[. in the fresh m‘gl—.l: air. | was again, and I prav }r-:Iu—L}- the love you bear me

roused by the sounds of the men nmn:'hing and the lnng years we served l:agcl:]'mr — burn

out to the ihip, but in Ty confusion [ iy I:l-EriI}', raise a monument of stones for
missed the ladder and fell huar"r:mg. me, and plnnl atop it the long car 1

snapping my neck. b g VT AL pulled in life.




1 prnmiﬂ:cl }ﬁm, and his spirit faded back into The Eight broke my ]'marl', but 1 ]-:cpt my
the darkness. But then came another shade 1 sword ot and she held back from it,

knew too well: Anticleia, MY OwWn beloved mother, until fi:m"y I saw the man | atuught,
WY ]'I{I.!I Etill Ii‘l"l.'-il. '“'I'Il?l'l [ E-ﬂ.ilﬂd EL‘I 'I‘I'IJ}I'.
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e i e kTl 4 e

You come to me a 2 i L T gy : T prd Yes, great zage.
for prnpl]cqr and i? i 2 ¥ - . Tell me what
advice. You want s AR Y A, yvou see. How

Lo l*.-nuw |'|r.'|'nr WO : ! 3! = i, "_' ] .-IIF- e h / can | t..‘l'_:rmplt-'l:t-'

can return home to = D\ N BRSPS i, the journey?

your beloved island
of Tthaca.




"l-l.l'l.l L -|'|I:I[_'|-' l.'l.'n.'l.'n.-l'l ¥our |1|'|I:III.' I1'_'|"

-.|i:-.-i|-'|ini:|..: _-.-uur.-..-H and VOILIE T
. Heed Iy words., You must not
e l-.1:|-.'|'1 1.|:1: -..'.l.ll]L' I.IE ||I.'Ii.-.1:~. |.|'1L'
(5o sun god, who sees all! If you
¥y leave those sacred beasts

I-II'II1|.'I.I.. yonlr :C]I.ii'l |.1:I1IJ

nn
W B, all WOUE Crow will reacl
: _'-'"'-,, |I:]1._1|;.1 ~=.1'|-1,-|:.'.

1

But il Vo allow yvour men Lo il any
of Helios's cattle, then WO :ili['l and
Yo will
You'll

Felurm at I-I.'||.| ]II.I|. IIIH.I.\.'I' a slrange

crew will be 1_[1_--_;1 ry |I .'I.II-|_|.

.':|.|F[I.'|' TR ]I"I'lh'_: ear= at =ea.

gail, unrecognized at home,
and vour |1-.1].1n- overrun by
cnemies— suibors

1 who seck to cat LTV TS TET

|'|I1E] L_']|'|;I11 WEVLAK

.E :--\. ol
'||ﬁ -i|- l||-..||'
o L =1 I I _—
-.._-\“.q., VO |1..|l.'-; ];i"q_'-;_] .':l iy | ' i I : I.i1l.'l'|.' gl l] FRBATE R 51[..1.I:I|:
I;I ] t1 re K r.. - a | |k i |_ |
T TINETN, Weiier 1n § B i WOLUT orar and make a
) T b n:|.|:|1:||1-.1.1 or |.:-:.' :-'|:|.'|'I]|:!1, { .‘.""'“'l,_. o |1-..|!| .-.'|-.'I'i|-1-.1.' to |,..~|'|,]
by N | 1
and pul your hiouse in \ S il TRY Poscidon — a ram, a
ﬂ A L ! =
-||I'-;,||.,'l'. :'.'|||I. FiTii=k |_.'|L'-|_' :..'u LIEN S G i ; & - I1I.t||r -!lHL! ul ]1I'-l.'-.."'-\.]:IIh'_c
e A = R
aar with VO and travel ’;-."-"_',_-E,"."""f'-"-" !:.l-.u -.1.-|-.'i|'|..: |'1i.-

inland until you reach a
counley where men know
:1||I:]1i11.-.;_' aof -]1.i'|1-' or the
sea. You will know vou've
reached the ]r].1-..'-r when

a stranger asks you what
iz on your shoulder and
thinks it a flail or some

tool [or |.|1rl.'.-l||i||-.: SEaL.

|-|'-|'-.:_'i1.'|.-11|.--'-' for putting

out the eve of hie

=irn

|:1| ||:|"||‘I'1L'I1I.II:.

return home

Then

-'I"Il:.] I"I-\.'IE-H.'

rich sacrifices to all the
gods in turn. 1 el do
this, then death will
COME UPON YOu Peace-
fully in old age, with vour

|||l.'||_'|:1 CFICE ..Lrl.l‘l.I:II\'.:l Yl




Your words mix the NCRR SR Yes, she is dead. It is simple enough
bitter and the sweet. '. £ T : BT o 2 to speak to any spirit here; just

But tell me this too: 1 el = i T S S allow them to taste the l‘llul.ﬁ-:l. and
i e S i _ o 1--=' = e : thw will converse with you,

l!‘n.-r:, nhmlnwy and

insubstantial. 1= she

really among the dead,

or do my eves play
tricks in this place? /
Can I speak with her?

My son, my son. Are you
atill at sea? Have you not
get foot on yvour native
Ithaca or

comforted

vour wile?

No. Is she well, Mother? Is my
son well? And what of my father,
vour hushand, Lacertes?

Your son is wu", stout and
strong t_:l' limb um;l nﬁm;l-
Your wile pines for you,
E’Du‘.llting the floors with
salt tears. So does your
Ealhur; he has exiled
himself to the I.'I.i.I]E.-

where he 5lc-upn with

the ﬁh-:ph erds,




And you, Mother? s T SewE sl 1 f [ too pined away, waiting for

How did you — e e i b Y your return, until in my gri-:F

I tool: my own life.

[[.'Flliml.'-'{il.'-iﬂ. 'Fi'l'll’.l' l‘lr.'l-n:
the twin glants Otus and
EpLEnlh}sﬁ g0 strong !:l'u,v_l,.'

challenged the gods of

Alemene, Epicaste, who
mother of [ unwittingly married |

My mother’s #  the mighty ¥l her son Oedipus.
shade faded away, £ o P '

and tl‘:n:ugh

my bears | zaw a

crowd of famous

ladies npprnm:l'l. I

let them taste the

blood one by once

and asked them
wha I:.I'I-l.-.}' were,

And a thousand others. To : e g Odyzzeus, my friend, look around
name them would take the . el vou. You hold us spellbound. 1t's
whole night, and more. R T e not vet :mil:lnig}:t, and we all want

. to hear the rest. Go on; :l]u.-r.-p
But come, Alcinoos, g@reat : s :
: will wait. Tell me, did YOu see the
king, You must all be weary
gl'mﬁl:g of any heroes, VOUr famous

of my Inng tale by now. prdit
: comrades at Troy?




I did. First of them to approach was the high king, T | Sreatast
f L
;Hnnmmm}n. He related the story, so familiar now to all N l £ all: Achilles
Achacan hero ot all: Achilles,
the world, of the trq,-.:nq..'l'u:r:.r his wile had p]mnu,-u] [or him
when he returned to Mycenae. His good advice to me:
e e

Don't let anyone know

SO AR

re h il
j.l't'u.l e I ki :..'i.!rlt
have ascertained the

atate of affairs.

IS

.Qﬂﬁm N\

g
SEE

!.r'-'
i

O great Achilles, how £ = Y F].nl.l.i.'ringf words as always,

fortunate you are — godlike ; =3 | Odysseus, but spare me your

i1t |if1;:., and even among gl'u':nsl:-_-'l o .. Vil & A praise of death. You don't know

you stand lord over all. s o | ' what itz like on this side. I'd

et rather be plowing a furrow, or the

lowest servant in some peasant
Ling's employ, than a lord among
these em pty souls.

But since you are still among the
iving, tell me ol my son. lJid he
Boivia tilleas abasseonirid ]

prove himself in the war, uphold

the line of Peleus?

When we waited in the
wooden horse, he alone

N U9 gLt Te T g _ . - moved not a musele,
Efﬂ?ﬂ{[hi m""-'!f_]:'ﬂt!'i ' Z. — o A . never grew palc 0T
'i!lﬁ":_;?unull:ﬂ?ﬂ-_':iﬁ_'- "J::‘;, ; " ; showed the whites of

battle.

his eV, bt grippm]

s ; f : f. S R his spear and silently

implurud me to open
tln.- 'I'.].l'!l-!'!f .ruu.l command
the attack.




And after we had
sacked the citw,
he sailed away
with the Myrmi-
dons, his lmﬂy'
unmarked by a

ENR g]e SCar.

Now | saw past the S - | saw King Minos, sitling in iuq:l-gnwnt over the
gnl:llr_rring of dead : - 1 ke = damned. I saw the great hunter Olrion, and the
men and into the PR TR torments of Tityvos, Sysiphus, and Tantalus,

-:lcpl:]u of Hades.

I zaw the mighl:}r Hercules tower-
ing over all. It must have been

a viSion, for his soul feasts with

the E.*{'!t]tl on E:-"]}rm Pus,

I wished to see still
farther, to meet Theseus
and other heroes of
ancient .r.l.u}r:a. But the
E,f-::.tht.rrml sparits I:r::g:m

a shrill I-:i.'r:ni:n[.,F and
pres:mnl in on all sides,
and a sudden terror

seized me. [ called to my

eI, ﬂl'l".l WAL L'rl.':ll-".'l'." -ﬂl'll]. :I il =1 4 R "|
fled for the ship. LR
SE |7\

YN

lll'-*. \
at "-'."-.1'"'.-‘.




Bool: 12 — Scylla and Charyhdis

We m!‘.urnu& to MAecaeca
and burned the |.1u:-r.l~.r

of Elpenor.

The next morning, Circe
sgent us on our way, with

_:Ecu‘.!:i Provisions and a

Inl]nwing breeze.

She also warned me about the

I,]:.'I.'I'tgl,.'r‘ﬁ I..I."L.'Il, ]...'I.}r o our roule,
and | informed the crew of all T
but one. . ..
T
o -

"First,” she told me,
-_I'!.I'I;'II,I will come near
the island ol the

sirens, whose sweet

song lures sailors to

certain doom.”

“You must plug your crew's cars with
beeswax and tell them to row on without
stopping. But if you alone wish to hear
their song, tell yvour men to tie yvou
rirnllg.' to the mast. If yvou ory oul for

ra.:lu:a.m:, tln:].r must ant}r bind VoL tiq;!l':h:r."







X -. :."F
P e
byl

T

“Alter vou pazs the sirens, vou will have to
make a choice. You will come in sight of
an unhroken line of ]aggur:l cliffs, where

the sea rages and boils on sharp rocke.

Steer well clear of this, [or ne ship that
approaches can avoid being wrecked. Even
birds who try to pass that wWay are ca ugllt
in downdrafts and perizh in the spray.”




“Pulling hard to clear those rocks, you will have to go

hetween a steep, mist-shrouded mountain and a headland. | -'"'"'u-__._*.”":""'-':-:-'-:" ;

On the headland vou will 2ee an olive tree growing, and e
helow it the E-uc'hing mouth called Charybdis. Three times y e L
cach ﬂay the sea is swallowed down into this pit, and then & :

vomited forth in a steaming geyser.

*1f you o that way, vour ship will
surely be pulled down and broken
b splinturn — so stay close to the
mountain, even though it too is

I"I.l.'!rl'l'll;" to a }:urrnr.

“Scylla she is called, the six-headed
monster who lives in a cave ]\igll up

on that 'l'ﬂl.‘-l-‘!}-" cliff, above the reach

of the strongest bowshot. But her

]ung necks can reach down all the
way to the zea to snap up r.].n]p]ﬁnf.

seals, and fish who swim below.”

“Tell me, Circe: How can | Lill this Eu::..l"ﬂ, and =

AV Ty 'I'I'I.EI'I? SI.II'H]}" FI'IL' I'IEI-H i WL'EII{HI.'-FE?'

"'5]1:.-"1 anntcll

away #ix of VOLLY

men, one in each
I'Ill.‘rl.'l.tll_.. but if
YOuU Tow lmr:.L the

“Stubborn old campaigner,
pul that idea out of VOLT
mind. She is too terrible
IJ}' far. If yvou stop to 'r'if!lll'.

she will take gix more.

rest of Yo will
cscape with YOUE

,-tl'n ip intac

Nao, tell yvour men o row
for their lives. That is

your on IJ.I' 1..‘|'! & I'IlIL‘I_"..'I|I




T

I

This I had not told the
crews, rur :I‘L 'l.'l.-lq:ll,:l]i,l i,:rn]'_l,-
make their knees shale,
and there was nr.‘.-tllin,_;:

l.]:'l.d,.l:_l,l COM Ii,l. -r,!.i 1.

I;l_ll I ﬂr:l:l“._.'Ll :I:I'I:p'#l..'][
in hopes of defend-
Ing my men from

tl!t..' Enemy .:L]::uvu.
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“Aflter that, you will
see the island of

Thrinacia, where

the sun god Helios

l:n:ups his divine
ﬁ'ﬂlllc, 1..|.:I'|1.]::|.] 11_!.!' Loy

- "
immortal I'I._']."'I'I-'L[I!'I 5.

*Remember Tiresias’s words — steer
clear of that istnnr.L and hefore |::r:1g
vou'll make landfall in Ithaca.”

— ﬁl T = p—
e -
. oy L .

SO T

T

I remembered it well,
and told the erew repeal=
edly. But when we came
in 5iglll of that SUNNY
i:l].:u:u.], with itz green

I'I'H.‘:'lil WS O I'I.i] l'l'l..:l IJLI i ng

streams, my exhausted

men 1:|m':1nr|.--.l L I.I:I.:I‘!ll'l...

Tln.-:.r were mutinous, and I saw that fate had Just as we beached our :t]:ip,
L1g li}r the leash, Belore | would let them land, a storm blew up. This cursed
I made them swear that they would cat only the E] wind blew u:nntinuuuﬂ:rr }h:.-'
provisions Circe had given us and never touch x ijn}-' and nigltt for tllirl'.:..l -rJ.:n:..l-.i,
Helios's cattle. 11! trapping us on the i=land.

] 'Jr:?




As lmlp: as Circe'’s food and wine held oulk, the | prn:.r-::l to all the 'FEH'I'JE of ':'lrmpus.

men were content. But when at last it was sone, but their answer was to close my eves
and starvation l:ugnn to wrack their I'h:n.lil..-;l, .'.|.“ with an .'It:l.:l.ll‘!;lL'Ll FL.H..'['I', while |.I|:!w:r:|
CYEs turned toward those mﬂq::ni[ic::nt cattle. on the shore |_:.l.|rytu-.']'|uﬁ hatched a

fateful p]ﬂn.

I reminded them of their oalh, then went to

climb the 11{g|1uﬂl'. |'|-r_-.|'ll.'.' and asl: the gu:LL for ||u_-1p.

'Cr.‘.llti]‘&tluﬂ, hear me! All men fear -rlual.l'n, hut the worst death of
all iz starvation. It iz repugnant, painlul, and slow. We ghould
not die piti['u”]-r on this beach, with these fat, majestic cattle so
near at hand. We'll make sacrifices to the Sun Gr.'.n-rl, promise

him a ._.1r:u'|-_| luunplu O Il.|'|.-1::a, and azhk his {::rgivunuﬁ- 1f ]:'u.:

P tl::slru}rs us instead, at least we'll go down fi;;]ﬂing!///




I returned to the ﬁ|1i|:|-. r-:u.:]-'.ing my

brain for a way to set things ri |'|l,
¥ g8 rig

but it waz no use.




I I-H'IL"‘II" W Woere -I!.l'_‘l'ﬂﬂ'l["l].,
ﬂ.l'l-l'.'l. SO0 I;-Eﬂl.';l.ll T Ig

confirmed it.

The hides began to crawl,
and the meat on the spits to
bellow like a herd of oxen.

The wind hlrnm:l, and we

I.E.I.II'IC'I'IE‘II oar Ehi.]'l- ONoCe mdre

onlbo t]-nl.- wiuu--r.Inr].r 2ea.

No sooner was the island out
of :ig]mt behind us than giant
thunderheads ]:-:.-gnn to maszz
uvurh:rml. and the sun was
blotted out.




= : = L} | S,

My
i [n a moment, squans hit us
: from the west, so puw::r[nl that

the mast EII'I:EI.PPE-I'J. and crashed
down in the stern, Li]]{ng the

helmsman instant |}-.

e e T "-ﬂ'-hjl-..-.ﬂ'.."'\-H I

Ttu,!n i I:I'u,.- SATT1E
breat |1; Zeus let loose

his |ightni ng bolt.

g T o ]
T e e AT e e
e -_W}?_;.:#,!i -
st - i ]

s i3 . i"_:-m-u ?;q"'i.ﬁ ’_.f__-:%,:.ﬁ

: Feet
= A% . -:-r;:-:-.-p e '-" =
g J o v e u ;1: ' s
- El " b 5

| I-:Iung to a chunk of
the keel, and when part

of the mast floated lu.-,

[ was able to ['Iu" il in

and bind it fast.




I rode this maleshift raft as the
winds r.'l-n_::ci:l around e, and
gratju-:lllg.r they turned and drove

e ]'_‘l-ﬂ.EL" O Iy COUrse . - . ]Jull.?l.'!‘

toward Sevlla and Charybdiz.




148



3 For hours [ clung to that trunk, unable to reach
the firm gruuncl or even get a gur_'ud [ﬂﬂtl‘lﬂld,
while Clm:’}']‘.u.]is gulpm.l the ocean down.

.t!'!.l'll:]. l']'u:n i




e

I drifted for nine days
before the gm'.ls cast me
up on Ogygia, the island
home of the n}-mpl'l

= 1 Cnlypﬂn, Atlas's tlaug]itn:r.

There I was stranded Now your troubles are ended. My friend,

&:r #EEven ]ung WVars.

we Ve ]:r-r.'[.lt vou here long enough. The ship is
Cﬂ.].:pfpﬂﬂ wanted to l-tm:p n:ﬂ-:!._-,-r. Come, princes, let's g0 and stow nohle
Di:l}vsscus's gnnds hencath the benches, pitc up

rugs 2o he may rest in the how.

e l]:'!l.l!l'll'_" [ﬂ!:"ﬂ"l.l'lﬁ'l', I'l'l.l!.llvl'!‘

me immortal — but [

wept every :Iﬂ].- fﬂr my 1'!'-'.11.1'" |:u.r
|lnmr..-, an-rl at |a=1.t 51'1:: hu:r-mr: SOOI,
set me free. Ling of

Ithaca.

I sailed my ralt on
the open sca for
seventeen I'J-ﬂ}':t,
hefore Poseidon
wrecked me within

£ iglll: of VOLIT
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O cruel !',"-I.Pl..[Fr what

new mischief is this?

Ilﬂ‘h"li." 'rlul'[':ll.!
Flr.‘II'IL:I.I."i.I 1710
in another

i

strange Lzm:l?

o - S ,;";-"..-'f;";
ierindc 1174

&-‘. b




Pk

Your brain is
still dull with

aleep, | sce.

Here is that cave you know which is
sacred to the nympl':s, and here we will
conceal your treasure until you have

!'l.H:Iilimt‘lI your I'I-I.'.'II.IEI..'- in::-m l'l'li.'.‘ ]?-EEL I.'I'IE

arrogant suitors who court YOour wife.

R

Let's clear away
'Ll'u,- an. MNow -rln-
yOu recognixe

YOour I'I EI'I'I'!I.E?

There is
Mount

Meriton.

Tiresias spr:r];-u- trul}r. o
gulr.lrlw.-ss. tell me, how shall
I defeat them? By stealth,
or in open combat? Will
you help me?




What, old campaigner, : ' Use those [amous MNow, I will cast a q:li-.-tguisu
Sacker of Tr-:r}r. are you wits of yours to 011 Vo that no one will
worried about a pack of make a plan. 1 will 9 sCC tllrmlgh. not even
young pups? |1r_-Ip VoLl when the e \ your wile.
battle comes.

- & _.-."-1::_-\. d
b il =
fi RN Fraaa)

You should go first to your old swineherd, Eumaeus. : i Don't worry; he iz under
Hiz heart is loval. Meanwhile, 1 will go to make sure ' my protection. Even

your son returns -_:aFl:l}- from Sparta, where he has . t|nm5'11 some of the suitors

gone to search lor news of vou. lie in wait for him in the
Strait of Same, he'll have

HT] tr-_:mlalu [r-_'.-ln I.In:ln.

You will see

him soon.

g 3y : P
TGy R A
e, __:!r i







N:J.r IJHW]I!

‘Il't'lll,l !Lru;l. a -t,:]n::l,: I.,.".I'II] l!'l.l,:r::, CHI'IH.' e .EHI\"L'
"

stranger. You might have been :
ang o r e Eanutinng to

1'!I'IEI'LI]I.‘TJ. 11-:':'1: at Iy Yery gﬂfl.‘r EII'I-l'.l L'ﬂl:., .I!I:I‘EIII l.L'].I o

I'd have been to blame.

wha VORI AT, e -

!:".T';h'..!f P

May the 1;.';“15 reward [ would not turn AWay a man

vou for this kind

“"l..!'li.'tll'l'li..'-. my [riu I'I'il =

'i.l'l 'I'Il.!l..'{.!. I'-l.'l'l.' |.'I" ht‘g_ﬂﬂrﬁ O

in Zeus's name. —/
g o
L

- — |
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Here, In:lp }ruurm:H to this, | wish

I could give you more, but we
servants must make do. The fatted
hoars are [or Odyeseus's hall, and

the suitors there devour them

quin..'].zly -.-nuu;_.*:l\-

Did Vou say Drjygauus 18 YOur
master? I've heard much of

him in my travels.

My master owned a dozen herds of cattle on the
nmlnlmu], and as many more of 5|1uup, goats, and
pigs. But ::]uv-'h.r the suitors are l}]-:u:.ling hiz estate
:Iry. cl::nmnlrjin;{ animals CVETY :Iu].' for their reck-

less fea sting.

Now, don't try to tell

me any talus, stranger.
Often |se'n}r=, lmg._.':ar;:
have come here spout-
ing news of Odysseus’s

return, |'mpin1_.1 for rich

'I'L"'Wil.l.'il B {I.'U'I'I'I ‘:! [ALEER B

Pene |1.1p1:.

I would never give you false I heard it from the mouth of Phidon, [ heard a similar
News, my friend. Mo, | swear I.'.-'u'n-g of the Tiar-,:;tpulianﬂ, who had tale from another
this by my life: Odysseus is given Odysscus a ship and sent him on traveler who came
on his way. his way with advice to visit the oracle here. ":-"'.']}'Elﬂi:uﬂ- was

I!n-l.:ruﬁ; I'!l:..- Canie I!l:'lt'l:'l.l,-_ il'l Cl't.."i'.l.', I'I-L' :Hlinr.l.,

outhitting hie hip
and gntllcring rich
g-if!.-.i to I:-ring home.

That was three VEArS
ago. Wo, :..'-.:ru'" never
gdel me to believe tales

-I'J'E BTJ}'E'.—'-L"I.IEPE return.,




Let us make a Larf.:ﬂin. The 1;:-:1-:15 shall ' : What kind of man would

[ be, to give a man I'mnpi-

witness it: If C*{:l:,.r_ﬂ.suu-.i returns, J.ruu'“ dive
me a good cloal: and shirt, and send me
awi{l]}' to Dulichion, the pl:l.u-.: | Ir.tns: for.

But if it does not come to pass, then throw

tality and then throw him

off a cliff?

But no more of lhi:l; it

me off the cliff, as warnin 3 the next
e R R AR R e makes my heart ache

Eugﬂnr who comes -.1|r.1-n_i:. ta ﬂp::ﬂ]: ST ) oy it
Tell me yvour story, old
zsoldier — who VO are,
where you re from,
and how you found
}"I.H:I-'rl.*l.!lr here on our

izland.

DI'I.. [riu.-nd, if we could sit here He had other sons ]1}* his wirq_-, while
undisturbed, and the food and wine my mother was a slave — still, he
held out, 1 could qu_-nd. a vear lulling treated me with affection all his
vou all my trials, the endless heart- -r.la:.rs, until death toolk him.

;h:l'lq...- l.]:'u: gt'u]s I'I.I'I.‘Iul'l,! gi'l.-'i.:l'l (py TL

'['I'IL'!"!I I'iiﬂ: SOns Car 'I."I:-I'J. i |.'E'Il.II

land among them and left

pittance to live on.

Despite this, [ won

I'I'I:.-'ﬁl'_"!:F il 'I'l."i'FL" fl"-l_'l!l.'l'l da

“"L‘.!'II'.]:'I.J.I' I.I'II'III'J.n:'!I'I.I."I'I:EI'. EA &

I hail from the land

of Crete, and I was

a1 I"Ild.'."l'l :I‘!]I.,‘II'|'$ 20011

13§ Lo ﬂnI}' il FITI-EI.]I I'ID'I.IEL' ill'l-d £}




Bool 15 — Telemachus Returns

T]'I |'II'IIE Ao,

'I.‘L"II.'tfli..‘iL'I'l'l.!.H' I
my I-riu.:nd. for

thinl you'd best

aet sail at once.

g r:,rtl'li'ng,

When IV father
hears we're I:l-m.:l-:.
|1|.:r" insist on

I-n!L"t..'l'l':I'I'_E F"“‘I ]'ll.."!'\'l..!'
[or more [east-

ing and giftg.




Sir, | beg vou, tell

e T'l-']'lﬂ WO are a I'I.l'J.

'I.I."I'I e Mol I'I-ﬂ.i.l EI‘!.H:I'I.

I aIm -rl,!.li.E'I'I'I-'!.b,."]:'LI.I =5

S -I'_'l"[ {::'l]}"ﬁﬁl.‘ll‘_:-

My home is Ithaca.

Who are you?

[ am Tl:u_-m:lymunus,
zon of the pruplwl.
Pﬂl}rp]uit]m:s. Plcase
r-_:rt';_._*i\.ru_- me for lmlm_;_"
blunt, but I am being
hunted by men from
Pylos, friends of a
T I Lt:]].-;-;!. "E‘r:i" W
give me a bench on

your ship?

[ won't abandon a man in peril.
Climb aboard, and 1 will give you

what hospitality I can in Ithaca.




Sail around to the cask, and

put me ashore l'.ln:rrl.-, then sail

on to the port. I'll meet you in

town tomorrow.







Bool: 16 — Father and Son

You're back! My hay, |
- thought I'd never see

"- Yol ﬂgﬂ.;'ﬂ. .flrr.l:r Joova

I've just returned, Tell me,
I-ll"l.‘ my l"'“;"ﬁ-l'“-:r I“-:er;l.::l AT
of the suitors, or 1||:|u:= ghe

still delay them?

sailed away for Pylos.

| -|,'|:"
r

M

| e, R\

She holds out still for 1 v
':'-:lyrﬂ.:us. But #it down:

eal with us. i A - 111::1::: -:mnllwr sealk.

Don't get up on my

account, stranger. I'll

This man hails from Crete, and

utii:ﬂ.l'il.'llj. I-rn:':ll:'l:ll. .-#]..Il‘n"l:l":'l 'l.h"I'IL'I'I I'.]!Ir.'lnl'

put in here and made his way to

EYLW hut.

I've been listening to his
tale all night, and I told
l'l.'i.'l'l'l. IIE Hl“.}ll IJ. .'.'I.II'FL'.:I] 1..I::|
you for I'I.t!l-ttl'lil.ﬂl:i.t:.ﬂ_




I'll speak with him.
Eumacus, will vou go to
Lown :n:'u.l tell my mother
that I've returned safely?
I don't want her to worry

any Iungur

But don't tell ANVOTIe
else in the household
yet. The less the suitors
I-:nn'n-', the better.

'DI COUTEE, EII:'I.UL'I.ITJ | o
.:l.i'turw.lr-rl anrj tal.t:.'- I.lm
news Lo yvour E‘:-I".I'IIIL].-

father Laertes?

MNa, |1urr:.r hack here.
But tell my mother
to send a lru::lwur’ch:.'
maid to find him and

give him the news.

The time has
come to reveal
y-.:urﬁq:-” b
VOUTY S01 and
Iug.‘,i.:l]'u:r plut

VOUT TeVeTIEe,




' no 5,'1.1-:1, |
am "D-rl}rﬁﬁmw,

S-zir, you've ..:lmn._.;'q.::l!! Your

clothes, YOur hair, YOour

skin — what :f.:u-rl are you? your fath er,

home at last,

You can't hel
™o mortal man

4
/ That is the Jr.'.ning of

can 1.:'|'IEII'I:|_:!I.‘ .-I'ill'l'..!'nﬂ,- "J-'.E'I-l.'|I “Fﬂil Iwr

himself from a power bo disguiﬁu me.

tlun.'n:pit l:r.'gg-:lr Come now, do not

argue, rur [ swear Lo

VoL that I am the *’.‘l'l'.l.t'_'n"

':":I:n.rﬁsuu-.-l who will

ever return Lo you.




No questions

yet. | must make
a p]an to Hlﬁ:.-'
the vermin who
infest my pu]ncr..'.
Tell me, how

L
many are there?

Too many, Father. Oh, 1 have
wished this for go long, but it
is madness to talk of l-ti”iui;f

them all — jrist the two of us

againgt over a hundred!

There are fi Fl}'-lwu [rom Dulichion
alone, p11.|5 their six servants, twenty-
four from Same, bwenty from Lacyn-
thus, and the twelve best lords from
Ithaca itself, az well as their heralds

-EI.I'HJ. SCrVI I'l-g I,

If we pit ourselves against all
l.]:'l.i.::-l-t:, ] fl,-.-.r LEE rr:!.'uligi.- wi."

come back on our own heads.
We need allies, men-at-arms

to Iu;lp us,

Tell me, then: will
Athena and Zeus do,

to stand beside ua?




| — but will

l.]'u.:}' }u.!]p us?

r = -I:I-u E : Sl
Yes. Trust me. : : T |

Bul now LRLE! should return to

the pnlﬂuc and min_s.'l:: with the
suitors. The swineherd will bri ng

me down pr{:m.:nl.ly b I:rr.'ng,*.

lf l.!'lu' suitors :'II'!IL'I.EIE e, Vil
must steel '_n,-nur#r_-" and endure
it. Try to win them over with
fr[-:nr.“],r w-_'.lr-rjﬁ. but don't raise
a hand to |J1,.'F|.:I'IJ. BT,

PR il y ~Tha = - i
One more thing: When it is \""""'-_--—_-________-_‘J Let no one know I'm

time, I will give you a nod. At home, not even your

that signal, gather up all the mother. We must find
out which of the servants

ﬂl'l-l'.l. ril."ll'J. Itﬂ.!‘.ll.:l.."l- are Et}:p'ﬂ]

and which side with the

WeEAPONE rr::m llw ]1.1" :mt.l
|ﬂ-:]-: t]u crm in 1:|1|.: storeroom.

If anyone ashs Yo WI'I:.-' you

took them away, say l]w}' were suitors.

getting dark with soot from

ti':ll’.' firu.

Just stow two sels of #ear
close at hand for the two

L'l'£ ug — SWﬂITJI:'lp SPCars, -'.I]'Id

oxhide shields.

I'm 'I'J.‘-FI'I:I}". Father. Let's not
waste time now with the
ficld hanr.l:;l — not until we

have reclaimed your hall!

ihalsil




I.b

P Lae?

r]“‘..!'1!.!1:1:1 -.'l".-'l'l |.1'.". :I‘I'Iirl'

is in the harbor!

i
A i: i
ing

My lady, I have

nowes ':.‘.i[ YOLID 5000,

169

=
He has A

returmed i

|-.1[l|.']‘_r.-..




That Little pup carried it
off! Qui-:]-t. send a fast boat
Lo l‘u‘in._;h| bacl our friends

[T-'i."l-'-l'l I..I-"Il..'- L] I'I'I-l'.l'l.l F!1 =

Some -gml dave them the

NOWs, Or L‘IEE tl'l'l.."'}" 0w

the 5|1ip sail past and

couldn’t cﬂl.i;l'l her.

I don't know how he did it. Our lookouts
watched for Telemachus all |'.L1:.-' lmlg from

the ]'u:igl'll.s, then at night we'd patrol the

channel without a rest. But somehow he

slippu.--rl past!
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! -
|'_|l Friends, we must We should consult the gods,

' not let Telemachus to learn their will. Il Zeus

live. He stands in approves, U'll kill him my=elf,

the way of all our but if not. ..
plans. /_/

Best to tal:e
him now, oul
on the road
sumuwlmru,
belore he can

ACCLEC 5. DIIJ'

-

vou agree!

1111::: :u..‘! :||'I'I1.l,! s,
WL‘I!..‘-UTII*.‘! C.;,unq_- iTI-

and dine with me.

171



So, Telemachus. Were vou going :"'rh:lt]:ur_, 'l tell Yo L,-'l.-'i.:r:,'l]:'tin!: aboul my travels
to tell me what you learned on soon — but as to my father, King Menelaus told

yvour journey? would you me he heard from the Old Man of the Sca that

mll'u.-r Iu.‘n"l_- Tie wul:'l.-ljl_-.l‘;:ll!;_‘ £

‘;:‘:1{1:".;"!':..11.]:‘ ;h'l ﬁtf‘-‘lﬂ.dﬁl’l LI Al ;!‘]-‘I]lLl. "u'lu'lll.]"l e H]'I'il']

to |1-ri:l_:: him home.




Lady, listen to me. [ have the si._.;']ﬂ. Oh, six, if your words

to read portents, and 1 tell you prove true, you will
that Menclaus was mis-inrnrl:tn:-rj. know my 5""“"""'"""*"

or else Odysseus has u:H::I.E:M.'Ll But it cannot be so.

since then. All the E1gns —

uv;:ryti:ing I've scen since we
came here — tell me :.-l:.-arl:.l
that ':.1:'{!}':-#1'1.:5 iz in Ithaca at

this very moment. He will

show himself when he is

rt,-;ll;].],.r La |;.,1Iu,- I1:5 revenge,

The suitors are

|.‘u|'||i:|I!.'_! 111.




Bool: 17 — Stranger at the Gates

Well, what have we
hl,:r{:? -].wu s,:n.:ll.l:r”'-::,
1,::15,:.[1. IO re I'd.g!':l_'ll;l

than the other!

Eumacus, where did VoL find
such a Euggar? Give him to me;
I'll put him to work scraping
stalls. Ha! No, he's learned his
dodges too well. He'd rather

|:u:n_q,‘ than do honest work.

Be careful in the pul.—:.::u,

I Il:rl.-'rl'- il

tazle!

Luggar[ If vou bry vour

trl::lca l'.lmm. you may got

blows instead of alms.

Father Feus, hear my prayver:

11ring D-r.!.:,hi-ﬂuuﬂ bacl: to teach all

these swine proper manners.

TU'I.:IT I:lﬂrh"l‘ WL ELY !.]'lﬂl'l
Nor Lil“.-', t'-w;nl.'lu.:rr.l,
J"i.:n- I-ur' e, 1 Prn:,"
J‘\.pu"u l!n‘i.rl-g:i |]1.'|nwr|
Telemachus with a

gulr.lun shalt. Then I'll

I'h].'lul'l." You tTF' ina E'Ll".-'l!

5|1ip in no time!




Itis. T'll o in

l:t'i::n-rj. I'm sure this
must be Odyssens's hall. first. Follow me
It 1:11-.'!-!'.:11'1“4;::"“ 5'1{1:’&13{. 1 |l1.1p|: VoL

[ind the suitors in

a Senerous n'l*..“.:l"'.l B

Have no fear for
me. I've suffered my

:tl'i are o IE Ii] R,




Wh}r does this tlu_i,‘ lie in
tIIL" dlll'li' I]L"['L"? I-IL" tl}ﬂ'l{.’ﬂ
Iil!'l,! IiJ.,- |1'ti.-|_.=|1|. OCe I'I..‘L'l.'ll.!

been a fine hound.

J'Lrgus iz hiz name. 'F:J-;lymn.:us r.ﬂ.i:iu-r.l. him from a pup,
and he was not fu"—_:!ruwn when his master left for

Troy — vet he was the fastest and bravest in the hunt.

Old age and misery

alres I'IiE masters now,

He's waited almost
twenly vears ru::'

: s f:"-:lyﬁcuﬁ to return.,




: y
e g g
r s

'y > |-r.'|'
& LR e T,



-
e

[ Betts

[
A

T, and 1.!,.-“ hin not

be sll}' but to ask cach

suitor Fr.-r morc.

i
et

Umaciis, give this to the

|
I'l-l,.-
to

wEa

E.
I
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e e |

il | T

r —— et 1
i A B e T
= ¢

178



Who iz this l-:ug-g:lr?
Where did he come [rom?

Listen to me a moment, my lords.
I've seen ll'lirt I I:u[c‘:l‘u_,. outside
on the road. I don't know his name
or where he hails [ru:m. but the

swineherd I:ruugttt him here.

What, Eumacus, bri nEing [-.vruign

o
|'u.-g.;,,'.1r;1 I'u,-rn_- o scavenge ! Mre we

not ecating vour pigs fast ::n.-cm:,:fll,

without inviting more mouths to
I.In_- La]:-]u.-"."




Thank yvou, Antinoos, [or your kind concern If cach man gave him

about my g:mr.[;t, but don't lnggrm.lgu the as much as I will, we'd

acon be rid of him!

beggar — I ask you all to

glive gum:n:umly to him.

There's p'unty here.

Come, sir, you're not the poorest man here, by
your looks. No, I'd say you're the noblest, and so
Yo should give the most. [, too, was a rich IThaT,
till fortune lrrnug!ﬁl me low. [ led a crew of men

to Egvpt once —

Good gods, what
evil wind blew
in this pest? Gel

AW [r::n 1Tl I'I'lL‘!

It's a pity vou have more looks ; - ‘ i .'..'.- o 'r]:u'.nlr }ruu'i] det
than sense. You sit there cating 4 ST, S — away with that?
another man's ru::rj, and won't o

g:'w.: IT1e & [l,."l.l." #Craps,




You shouldn’t have done llml,
.F.'LI'II.;I'I-I.H:IF- III|.":'|II'|..':.I,. il ]!u,.- wWas a

:_:Em] n t]is,::uil.-w?

e |
Wha is this stranger |..-:|r.1].r. the fellow
you ve I'.l!:‘t}l.l:a_.'.fl'll.? Does usca;mr_{ from
III...' I'I-'l'u'ﬂ ;l:ll'.lp" (R TR A sl.‘lvurr, 111.1'.. ]"I.ﬂ
from abroad? says that once

he was a rich

Ay man in Lrete.
' His stories are
1 i 2 m.:l.r'-.-'ulnus.

I sl'.n:,.-q..-ni L

listenin & to him

all night and

never grew tired




He claims to have heard news ol Bring him here.

YOur I'II.'I.EIJ'L'II'ITJ. too — near at |11.'I.[11'J [ '“-"ill-l'l to |11,-.1r 1111‘

in the rich land of T[m.—:pra.rlia, he story for mya:«:lf.

£AVE, T]:l..- gurl:l grant it may I'rl: 203,

No, but he is afraid — and wis-q:lz.-' too, I think —to

stir the suitors’ iu.‘llnu.—t violence. He says ik 18 hetter

tor wait until n'r-_;."lﬂ., when the suitors leave and Vo

What, did Vo

not |'.trin|;: him?

can question him in private,

Does he refuse

1y Tl.!'l;]:'l.l.:.[ﬁl?

That beggar
iz no fool.
He sees how
ik might g0
with these
bullies.




Book 18 — Beauty and Blows

There's room here [or two, and
= pIunl‘:..- of food to be had for a
fellow beggar.

Get upy, old FrRaATL, and

shove off. You're sitting

Only drop vour
tall: of lighting. It

might annoy me.

J_-.l J

=:'. = '|'-L
\ ‘ i 1'1l

Oheo! Listen
to him! Ruug-l'l

talk. I'll knoclk

every tool h cut

-l.'.l[ your I'It'.‘u'.lil.
{.FIEI- l'-{.'l'l'-.:llr




Friends, what have we here? The E!LTI'.].S Listen now, whoever wins this bout
have sent us such an entertainment as will have the choicest dinner meat:

we never could have '[-H_-,,I-"_.,.l bor: Irus and the g::lu.!.':q stomach :II-I.'I.:I‘[FI.EII.I with blood

the stranger will fight for their supper! and fat, lying there on the fire. And

the loser will never come chging

riril I:'I.J l'u.: re aga in!

lI"kl'l I]I:l TI1TY I'Iq'!.ﬂ T1d3 }I'LIF';.I'II.!‘F*
rip.'htin_i,f a voung buck, but my
stomach drives me on. I'll do it;

onl lq.ﬁl. 110 O e
-

inbtervene to

l:mlp cither




Il'l 2 ﬂ#lﬂ.-'l'.l Ell‘r

it, and now
he'll get it.

What a
build!

The ti’!iﬂllﬁ this
fellow had under

his rags!

You spineless sack of guts! Afraid of an old
man? Listen to me: il you let him beat you, T'll
ship vou off to King Echitus in Epirus. I hear
he likes to skin men alive, alter he ripa oul

their guts to feed to his hunting doge.




e
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May Zeus fill

Your pol ll:!]:1.

Well done, You put that

old man! parasite out of
I"'l-"l':T”-”l' = .‘nt'l.-l,l. gra nlk VoY

desires.

I Iurl.- et ;_._"l:‘.lJ
old=timer. Good

fortune to WL

‘Ii‘l_l sATEr h:lll‘l‘::::!- ."Fi_'l‘ll. =LIm ]'i‘lﬂ'l.,.' = Eﬂl‘si!’llﬂ I-;.l.Ir
mus, son of Nisus Why not quit the company
of Dulichion, are of these vultures? Mark my
:"ﬂll.]. |'|EIL? 'I.h'ul"-lj:-i: Ilr :"l:l.l I-fﬂU'IT LFI0 I;I-n'.'U'
this, some -::ltnslrup-ﬁu: will

Ill:." E-l.]]. ou -1] ]..







Book 19 — Penclope

Now is the time to ! Eurycleia, keep the maids Its good that you've

hide the weapons. : in their quarters while | taken an interest in such
move Father's arms to the tllinga. It should have
aloreroom. .l‘l‘lL'J.l'.'\I'I: gollen _ l'u,l-l:n. L:I.I.J'i1l,.' Iu::||1-|_.',_' agho,
darle with the smaolee.

Fa thur! Tl.-r"lh:n: ||:| S

that ]i;‘.!lil' come from?

The gods provide it. Keep e e ot i | Now get yourself to hed.

quict, and remember that . m 31 1 [ Your mother will want to

I.]'ll.!:_ql' {q‘l\'{!l’ CMIT Catlses. - 7 ! o ﬂl'l.ll::ﬂl;('ln Imes 'ILI'I t-l'"-:' }Fﬂ-l]--




Eurynome,
sprun-r] a
5l1uup5|-'.in
here for Ty

guest,

Are you still here? Creepy

old man, stop wa.l:{:hing

the maids; g0 outside and

cuddle your dinner!

hiEIﬂ.l'll:I'H'!! ..Ii.'l.'l'ﬂ' You ﬂlﬂ-l'].,

insulting my guest? You

knew 1 was waiting to Go see Euryma-

EI.'HE'-E]E to him. Get out! chus; T Lnow he

15 VOer |4;.H.-'1..-r.

-
g -..q_._
s i

F
e W

Now, stranger,
tell me who you
are, of what

family and

what land?




Gentle lady, your name iz bnown l]‘irnu-gl':uul: You speak well, but [ know that my
Achaeca, your reputation for wisdom, beauty, beauty has faded, and T am famous
and kindness. That being so, T appeal to your now only for my sullering.

mercy — do not make me relive the
X Az for my wisdom, | l:l'l{'-ug!'it

pains of my life |.1|]|.r recounting them E -
™ to trick my unwanted suitors

all for you now.
X ]::g.r i:ln:-lu:..ring them while I

wove a shroud for Laertes.
All :In;-' I'd weave, but at
night I'd pick out the work by
candlelight. The trick worked
for three VEeAars, but then my
maids betraved me. Now |
fear T'll be farced to marry,

th c-ugh it i against my will,

You sce, we both have miscrics Very well, gentle lady. 1

apla:.'nl:}r. Tell me your story, pray it may suffice to tell

slranger, and what Vo Lnow Yo that T am from the

of my hushand. broad land of Crete, where
| was once a prosperous
and fortunate TYLATY, until
that cursed expedition to
Troy. It was then I first
met Odysseus, for he came
to Crete to raize a fleet of
ships for Agamemnon. 1
hosted him for nine :i.l}-ﬂ,
while sea winds blustered
and I gathered my crews
!:ugu:tln:r to join the

..I'\'I..L"I"I-ﬁl!ﬂ I armi.

I it is o, friend, Lady, let me think

FIVe Me some back, for twenty years

pr:m[ that You [y et now lie between that
saw him; tell me s day and this. ...

wll at |1|: WO,




He had a purple cloak, lined with flecce, But then, I don't know if he Lrﬂug}:t
double thick. There was a brooch upon it, these things [rom Ithaca or if some
wondrous wurernngItip—a hound pinning lord gave them to him as a guest gift.
a fawn, all in gold. And a fine, close-hitting

tunic, mnnrelu::ual}- soft. N o v e

won my thanls,
[ put that tunie
and cloak on his
shoulders myself

nn-:l fasten u;l it

:“:Z. i 1?"

k- ﬂ ™

But lady, you do not need to stain your I heard this from the L,i“g

cheeks any ]crngcr with tears. [ have some- afl the 'I‘]'u.'sprnl:innf, who

Lhing else to tell YO, had sent him on s way in

a gnur] 5]15[}. The man had
Your hushand

been lost at sea for VEArs,
ig on tmi;t way,

| because his crew devoured
near at hand. i » O the cattle of Heliﬂs, and

' 20 Leus duatrn:.w:d his :tl'lip
and stranded him. But

he escupucl and made his
way hacl: here, gatlmriﬂg
treasure as he came, | dol
here first only because
Gdyuuus had gone to
consult the oracle.

If -:rn]g.-r what you say could
prove true, you would know
my gmlilmlc and any man
would count Vou blessed. But
it will never be. We have no
master here to furnizh a ship
and send vou on your way
with rich 1:."il-t5.r no man like
Odysseus.




l:uru—:.r, mai:iﬁ! Oreat queen, no I,n_--rl

Bathe this man and for me. I've not had one
make a soft bed of since the &a}' I sailed
sl]ucps]rina for him -y off and saw the moun-
here Lg..r the fire. - ¥ taing of Crete shrinl-
¢33 ) ing behind me. And no
I:athing -:il.l'n:rr, not even

a f-:m l.ti.ﬂl‘,l"l — T T -.&f

"..-:n.':ﬂ--;_'_-_-..". R o= T '.'-' s A / -] -\.:.1- , ."1,. "h.l"-\. iy 1A L3 :
i S j T Eh“*@i‘- I . these maids should

e tr_-nu-:-L. my fﬂ:l‘.

= . u'-:"ﬁllv
ST 1
o %‘l'ﬁw 1158

TP,

I_.Tnlq-,-:i;t, [:nr,-.-:t'l'l:n.['l:l, thf,-re ig one as -.31:] Mever |:|n|,:rnr-: Ju.l 4 1man so Iunnl:]q-,- .un-] w:,:"

ill14'.1 wil.'lv:n'--rl as m}rﬂ:H. wl‘nr.:- l'ms |i1.'t:¢.1 l.'l]:hl'.'il?.i..'-'n come Lo ]H'E-‘ at my I‘.H'.lllr.'lt-‘. | llinru iuls‘:
thrnug]'l EllIF{l.‘IiI.'IE." as | ]1..11.-'1:'. | wuuH El'l.h?l'l an ﬂll:l. mnids-::n'nnt— :BI1L" nr:r:;u:l:] my
ok rﬂi:u] leltiug my [eut I:E l-.:-uu:ln;r:i hus]mnd w]mn l‘u: Was a ]:ml.'r}r.

by that old servant. Euryeleia,

come here.
Give our
guest a

foothath.

e 1!“‘"'.-
1"|.'----".|.I'IL"".
] ol T,
- 4
b, g e

it s o

Elmngf.-:; of all the travelers who've

come to our IJ.EI'DI} OIS WasE S

much like our master Grlyun-ua.

I've heard it said
belore that he and 1
are almost alike in
build and feature.
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shh! will you i.l.l.'ﬁl.‘l.’ﬂjl' s, old

n IJ.I"E-E'? N-IJ One Can ]i!l.'! W -I'J:I

lITlli.:l'l.il. I-':'I'I.U"'F'l' ML = 11y l'JI{.'lLH.I- ﬂl'l'il EU‘HHE

are yours. | will never |:u:tra._1.r VOILL.

my return, until I have killed

1'.1.]] 'W'I'I La !.Iil'il'lﬂ nor my I'I-'L'll.l SLE

GDI.‘.III, l']11:|-ug|1 I have scen them

for mg..r:'c-". But for now, trust in

the gur]ﬂ and ].*c,-up silent.

Listen, stanger,
I have one more
gqueztion. Can
vou interpret

this dream?

When you have killed the
suitors, | can tell WOl which

i'.'ll- II'IL'!' 'ITI-'.Ii{L"I are lﬂ_'b'u'll -|'.l.1'.|l.]

which should be killed.




From a ]ﬂ.ht, twenty fat geese come to feed

Lusiflu my 1‘1;‘.'1.15-_-. But l'.l'u:n a great mountain

cagle swoops down and breals their necles,

VYO Oni, IIL‘ Hii.‘lt‘ WY, EI'I'H:I I WO OWver ‘I:I‘.IL'

EIauglltur. But then he returns and pun.'ln:-_-'l o
the roolbeam. He speaks, and says “Be glad.
Those geese were your suitors, and [ am your
hushand, returned to ]::nri::*ug.,F death to them all.”

I_.-ﬂilj". I'I.U"i\" AT ROrLl

read this dream any

other way? Odysseus
himsell told you

what it means.

Mo, it's a [ I'II.J'[.I'L'- that this
dream comes from honest
horn. The day T dread is upon
me; | must leave Odysseus's

]'Il.'.l-l'IS{.‘ Wit]‘l & TCEw .I'l'I.IEIJ-u'.I.II.&..

Listen,
here is what
I'll do: T’
l]i'.”.:tﬂ-'"'.-‘ a

contest,

We have twelve axheads in
the storeroom. My hushand
uged to line them up, all
twelve, at intervals like a
ship's ribbing. Then he'd
take hiz great bow, stand

IJEI-\Th.- -ﬂ.'l'.H'J "l"].'l.i]:'l Al arroenw”

throu E_"I'.I. all twelve.

TR
i bh L A

=g

r"'1|1. |:|nl_|t nok .1" I'JI'L‘-'EI.'III.E
are true. There are two
gates 113.-' “’I'Iil.,:ii a -r_qu,-.n.m
may enter: one of shini g
IVOry, One of plniu horn.
The dreams from the
ivory gale are glim mering
illusions that signify
nv.-thing. But those from
the horn gale can come
true — if c:nl}- we know

which is which!

Tomorrow I'll pose this
clmllungu to the suitors and
marry the one who succeeds
in skringing the bow and
putting an arrow tl&rr_‘rugll
the axheads — whoever he

may he.




SI.;" .'J.n'nl-.:d;? "'l."{""]'lai,.

[

Lre 11 I'lL: = :|.'n|.| ¥

Let me make it plain, then: even
il lilty such bands of men crowded

ﬂ!‘l:'“.l!'ll'.]. o, '.=|1.‘rl.'.ll.l'l'lil'lb"' in‘.‘.‘f MWour

I.'l-]u_'-m]. vou would emerge victorious.

MNow, rest.

.r'lnntlﬂ..-:r' man “'{'III_III;.:I. put I'I;E

Lruzl in 2ome :::::rlnl, but not

The odds are strong
against us. But more
than that — after the
suitors are Li":.‘l’], what
then? Their kin will

COTmne !HT revenge Lo,

YOU; N0, even
with a 1_;,'-.”_1 as
yOur gua rdian,
still vou mistrust

ux-::r_'p-tlting.




Are vou still here? Get

out — your ]Jn_hgging

I'I.ﬂ.l,l#l:n.l,i.rﬂ 1.,."1.1'1.'.‘-i':||'l'!l I'h.-!

Who's tliiE, Eumacus? An
J"L-:lmuau, down on his luck?

P~ _




He carries himself like
a cnpl:nin, but the gr:u:ls

Can l.]lr'.‘lg' r.lﬂw-'n (Gl |
the best of men.

Sir, you geem Lo be no fool, no coward
either. So I'll tell YOl ’tru]}r: | swear |:l].-
Zeus above, Oysseus will return — and

:.iml'" be here to see it, if vou care bo.

I pray the

heavens brin @ it

all to pass as vou
say. Then you'd

see the [igltt
that's in me!

Welcame, sir. May gmﬂ;l luck lie ahead for Yo,
You remind me of my old master, the lord of
this house. He may he wearing rags too, now,

il he hasn't Sone down to the houge of Death,
How I wish he'd return and show these arrogant

jac ks a t]aing or two!




.."'1'||. Ill._r:ri.', I I-i-,'ll. your
Gll with us. I'll let no

Imean I'I-El!l'l:l'l Wik

- . -
= S "'.,‘

AN

]

—

Friends, I have a fine

gift for the beggar!




Ctessipus, try that again

and _vuu'][ find My spear

in your Eat stomach!

=

A o,
=

Poor :Lmnu:d men! Can't
VO S wllat l]'u: gur.l.-t 11.1'.-'-:
i11 slovre L'l-:r ],.'n::ll,:l? r].lﬁf |1._'|.“

is filled ﬂln:a_ul_l,.r with the

shades of the dead!







Book 21 — The Bow

=

.III_J;H :‘l? :FT:"_'!" Iﬂil‘i:l- mJTFfU.'I‘JF ij:'wr
g:'w;n him I'r_l," L]'!u,.- mastor .'.|.:r'1,.'l'u..~|‘

Listen, all yvou suitors. It is
Lirmie Lo Lesl Yor I.EII.'.L].;.L:," with

a contest. The man who wins Iphitus, who was slain by Heracles.

will take me away as his wile.

GFtL"I\ iy !'!Illﬂ-l]'ill'l-ii 'I'n-'l.'.lll.tI-I'J. vl'.!.l."ml'.'!ll'l—

strate his skill |1_'5- sctting up twelve
axheads in a line and slu‘mtin:;: an

AT oW c]uan tl‘l.'l!'ﬂl.l:_i.'!l al'[ t'nﬂ.-l'l.'-.‘.

The man who
can string the
how and malee
that same shot

will win me.

There vou have it, my lords. This is the chance

vou vie heen walting for. The Prize 1s a woman

without peer -:l.n}mrlwn: in these islands, as you
all know. Let's set up the axheads. Then I've a
mind to try the bow :11}'54.:]{—::4.:1: how I measure

up to my great [ather!




I can't do it. Let some other | At last! Friq.-:::ls, now is our chance to show how we

Ti.
man show hiz strength. compare to the great man. Let cach try the bow in the |

order the wine cups go round. [_q:ndus, WO first!




Here is a bow that will
break the heart of many

a noble Ithacan!

Foolish words, Leodes — just because

VOUT soft hands can't string it.

Melanthius, st a
bhench covered with
slmupsliin here 11:.-'
the Fin_-, and I:ring
tallow o we can ail
the bow before we

try again.

205
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This is a cursed day for the
izland nobles, Odyssens’s
bow has made us all

look like weaklin e

Never fear, Eurymachus and all you noble

gentlemen. Today is Apollo's sacred
: I'l.l]l;lI-'.'L:f — TALCH I}I:l“" sl.[‘lll![.]. I'll,! I.Ih‘lw'l:'l.
s today. Let’s wait until morning,
then offer up sacrifices to the
archer god. Then we'll see
who he favors to string the
bow and make

l]'n_- =1|'Iu-|.-

.-|."...

,
!
T
WO

s m—

o
=
-

i
Y
e

il W |
Vi, ol i el o "= v (F

)

-

Good princes,
I must 11-.:;‘:

WOLE leave to

..'I.HI-'." i | [..'i'l."-l.'!:l'.

%
I
=

St..'l,!;l1!: ..‘n" |:.||;:i

has given me a
keen desire to
teslt my :ilh_-nglh
againet the great
bow of Odysseus,
Lo see if 1 :l-lil]
have any muscle
left in these old

Arms.

What ga."! Quiet, Luggar, or

wq..:” |Ir:|-g o |:||,:|1r u[ l'n;l‘l,--




I'm sure he doesn’t imagine that he
can claim my hand il he wing, 20 vou

needn’t WOrry about that.

Don't be rude to our guest, Antinoos. 0 F s

It's not that, ]-m;l;lr. but
if he did ik, we'd be the

l..:m ]Htl st:wle nf ll'u:

_

Il‘]ﬂl'ldlh

Let him have a trey. If he Mother, please

should make the shuL 1M
give him a fine shirt, cloak

-.'.'LI'I:-IJ. :i.‘ll'h]."lli, ﬂl'l-l'.l. .-tl.'I'I:IIJ. I'I.i.l'l:'l.

on his way in comfort.

go up to your
room. Leave this

matter Lo me.

What are vou doing,
swineherd? Put down that

bow, or you'll regret it




in

LR BRI Cg

=
-
—=

I...'IZ"'GL' E.]'I':.' WOMTIET

ive him the bow.

¥

Go ahead, 1

O

..._.Tn..u- [

T s
e L= =
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Bool: 22 — Death in the Hall

It scems | Eli” |1a:w-:

SO Flr-:n,:filt left in

‘l.l'l g [il'l'l.].'l £,

Now, Apollo guide

my next shot!

bt
Y
ddf-
l'j%f

Il




Stranger, you're You've killed the You'll soon

mad! You've noblest man of pay for this.

:-t!h:!l:. vour I..‘i;-ll.. Il:]'l-.'ﬂ.'-.'l[

r r L] L
You curs! You 1.|utu§!]:l }'uu-ci gel away with Vour
rapacious ways, consuming my goods, seducing
my maids, and courting my wife while I was away

e, al 'I'fu;.r. ‘I'u-u tl'u:'ul-._.:]':ll. WOHAE 1::11!1 \I"I:I'I.Ii[.l T T COre

‘E\I !J-'I':]-n: -'.Ili‘ﬂ.‘. Now .I.'JIJ.'I.E'I-: {Jl.'q'.l-ll'l wi" tnl-‘u: Vo -ﬂ”
5 ([ pi

s

.ul Bl Wait. Stranger, il o

f truly are Odyzseus, then

wres ]'I-il"r'l." W]'-IZ"']']_ﬂﬂ.‘"il b LEL Y PR




Let's make amends

But look, the i n;:.‘]::a:lur.
the man who spurrud us

now. We'll replace all

on Lo our ﬂh.'-“‘."'ﬂﬁ. LLELE ] 1-I'|-|'|-1- LAt I'l-.'l-"n'-l..' 'I.:l:!l'l:l'-ll-ﬂlt-'l.],

Antinoos, and here he and make gi[l:: above

lies in the dust. You have and bevond — twenty

-.'tl e d}" .L(i.l.[t‘-{.!- I'I;l'l'h

LERLET -1'I:1.l.| = I'I1.I'I:I'I:'" 1|I'H,.'I...'II

-EII'IE.]. ﬂt'l-:'t't.ﬁ FT-.'I'T'I'I L"II.L".E'I

-t 4 3 man Ih_-ru, and gtalr_{ too.
ik il Let there be no more

Il] l.'l'li'lil E]'-I :.‘1! .

Eurymachus, not even if each Well, then, lads, we Y
man gave me his entire fortune £ outnumber him a Let’s "3!"1"!-"-'

would 1 stay my hand. - YTm hundred to one. and knock




I!]]. !'!L'I. ITHLNT L AT

from the storercom.

Quicl:ly.' I'll hold
them here as [-.*-:1;1

as l!'n: ATTONE L:lsl.

Down, behind
the tables!




26



Melanthius, quick, climhb Is no good, The exit iz narrow, and |

oul the postern and rouse caw that Hllh}r swincherd Flﬂnnlinp: armed

outside. I'll swear he's with Ddyssuus.

\\“\__

the men of the town.

But I think I

can gel to []'n.-

storeroom an li.]-

got vou weapons

..'I.I'I.IIJ ArMmMar

|

T

5 ik R




AL Just in time.

a4




“Limﬂm

They've gotten weapons It's my fault, Father; . It's Melanthiue,
from somewhere! One of [ left the storeroom v I'm sure. We'll
the nmid.—a, or that roguc unlocked. " . fix him.

Melanthiug, brought them.

I ZLITTa I."I.IE-!

ITII'I.i.Il'III."Hl.IEI




: .-.. ] ..._.. X ....1 -_ ....__ ...-.\-.L_ﬁ.ul. .m.m.hhmm. -....
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bri ng them down.




Let's return

that vol |1.'}'.




rIII'I..'LLF# for your
cow's foot,
Clessipus,

Yol 1.| iﬂﬂj







I::“rrl..':ll. ':.:jtl'_l.-':i:-:r."l.i.-:r Bpare
me! | swear | never
wn'-np:-:d a woman of
this .I:'u.:ll.l.m_-, and I tried
to hold the suitors back
from their wru:m.:-r]nin,::.

I am a priest!

A pricst whao Pr-.'l}'l.'i:l that I would

never return and that VLl mi::flll

take my wi fe for VOUF OWI.




Hing Dt]g.-'s_m.:us. I throw |'|1_-|.r:-=-|:Hr
OF WOUT ITIerci I A1 4 I:'l:ﬁt'l.-.il.!‘l_-],
g:,'”ll:tl ]1_1.' the g-;::lﬁ with song. |

never wanted to come here but

was lorced by the suitors.

Don't L‘i].[ I'Ii!l'l'l[ f | And |,|1|._.-:|‘1_:I:_= :Lrl.nl.l'u,'r W ;-lltnll:[-l,l

He .i|'n.--!l-'::l t:'u]:.'- £ i spare, if he's still alive — Medon,

the herald. He's loyal to us.




s WA T R 1
k .

Fear no more. -.:.#\ 'i‘".!‘l.'g‘d_p " =
_-;- b

=

b, s
My son has saved [t
vou from bloody

death.




Cq.'l.].l I_:. (L] I'}"l.:]l.'iﬂ.

e g e

y
o' ;
E’_J_' T

S Y

‘::_jlli.i_'l._,. FTE1LhH don't

li.'?il.lll. OweET ‘I.I'H..‘ {.IL'-EI'LL

-I-I'I-I."l'l.'.E I'I't'I.I-I.Z'I'I to

be done. Fi ral,

ELITTNEEILT ‘Iil'l L4

[ will. But shouldn't

maids who were g
[ wake your wife?

unfaithful.

Some !;'ul.I gave her
the r.'.'i[l of 5|1.:::]::.

MNot vet. The
hall should be

cleansed lirst.

Telemachus, make those harlots help you
CAarry the dead outside. Clean the tables
and chairs with Sponges soaked in water,

.n.'ru.i gcrape oul ll'lu gore II"l_'I-I'I'I lllIi;I.l.:l"!-iH'lll.,

'

When everything is

-::Iue'll'l_,. take the women

outside and put them

3

V) n
-—'_--"'—-llsc ﬁiﬂ %
B\

bt tl'n: Ewnr-rl. .
'-"1.




I.:nr}'«:]n"m.
|J-:rin1:: me fire
.In-r.l ﬁnlrur Lt

i-|||1:1'ig.;||:|,- 1,'11;

hall.

.......
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1
hi‘w WO Imay !'L‘I'..".il'.-TL'

l]'u.- rest ol l]:u.- WOITIL T

and wake Penelope.




Book 23 — Odysscus and Penelope




Hul.}u:r, what

are you doin gf

Welcome him!
I]u.-al'n- Let I'u_rr
come bo mein

her own time.

Phemius, strike up a melady

20 any |1-.'|.=.=aur-.~'-1::.-' will think that

the [east does on as helore.

Meanwhile, we should
-;:-_'rtmiq'.lut' w]a.-.ll Lo -L!.r.:l next.
The kin of these suitors
will Ei.‘l'fili]l]}' COmC

L.:rr.i "'il!l_ﬁ' [nr revengo.




You must be the hardest woman Well, nurse, make You, too, are strange. How

|'.I|i'|.-'1.". Wili‘d L"IEL" -I:l'.‘-i'l..l]{] IL"II.IEL" np & ].‘.IL'-I'J. rl:'lt' me S Yo ].l.'l-l'.'I]-'." il.l.ﬁt das Imy IHTL:I.

to welcome her husband home in the hall, since did on the J.i:.-'
alter almost twenty years al sea? it seems | won't |1|.:-—~:.1:u —

be sleeping with left Ithaca?

my slrange wile

luni;:l'nt.

Eurynome, do as he says; |:-ring
D:l}'szu:ua'r bed out to the hall,
and pilu.‘ ik du:up with fleece and

lilaulh.-ls.

What?! Move my

hed? ]mp:a.—tsﬁl:lu,.

for any but a

shilled craftsman!

[ built that bed myzell, and it
holds a secret.

There was a '1:]]—grnwn

olive tree here, where this
pal-:l.::q: stande. I cut it down

to a waial—hig]a post, planud it
smooth, and laid the walls of
our bedroom around it. [ made
the other three I:urlpu-.:t:a to
match and built a Ehlr-:l}-' frame
hetween them, inlaid it with

silver, and strung il with straps

uF ;1'_!,.-1;1;1 u:u;l'lir,L,:,




This iz our gecret, and I have shown
WL that I know it. Now wvou sk tell
me whether our bed still stands as it

did, or if some man has cut it apart.

" F o
‘-’:"-.Ij.rﬂit.'l.lat, f:.:rgw-,- me! You L'ﬂt'mf lt'u.! reason But now our secret proves it;

Iii.'l'l' my cautbion, I.I.'I.L' F.'i'.'i'\'..:[‘.-'- EavVe UsS S50 I'I'I'I.l*..'!'l Mo are III;!I:'I:It..'J. .:ll'l-l;l I Al WORIrE,

pain — tlm:.-l ]-:1_‘].‘.!1: us apart tllruugll tl'u:r

SUIMEIer of our lives. Yo Fe r{._;l-ul,,

I armed m}’t“-'” I*'-““.E‘ ago against falsc- We've both suffered. 1 will never

hoods: the lies and seductions of so many

leave you again, except to fulfill the

strangers who came :ii,:l,.-.l..:i:n!'" Lo win me over, I"":"-"l"'l"'-"":"" given me 1“.- LI-"; EIH'H"I- ,:_-,r

Never would 1 let m].-'ﬂ:” sulfer Helen's fate. Tiresios on the shores of Death.
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But the hour is late. . That sweet rest awaits Very well, then. I'll tell Vol that,
We should go to hed; whenever you wish it, and all the rest, too, if the niglll

rest will be sweet for now that the gods have holds out Iung u:nnu;_;.'h. But in

Lig t-.:nnight- ’ ltruu:_;flﬂ yio Iu.um:. But I.‘u:d., my |u'-.'u, L1t 11-:11.

tell me, since it 18 1n
your I'|'|'||'l-|;l.—w]'!|.,‘|l. l.l‘:i..‘l]

still lics in store?




Some g-_'.u'l has held baclk Yes, but she'll rise

lI“-! yourgd Dawn I—'-"‘ LLE Irﬂrn I'h.'l' -:<.J-u+.:'|1 SO .

| must go to see my
fntl'u:r a:'L:r::I EL‘IIIIIL‘ t]':-.:

matter nl' !.l'u_- suilbors,

Loclk ].-'uurﬂ'H
and VOLT WOTTC T
upstairs until [

refurn,




Book 24 — Peace

“riends, what kind of king
tales all the best young
MIeEr n|: his counlbry away Lo

pn_'-rish o1 fcuru.-ign shores,

then comes back and
ﬂl-.1up:11t+.:15 the next genera-
tion? He's nothing but a
murderer, and we must
catch him before he flees to

FOAITIL ﬂ-l]}" L by I.I'I-l..'- rnninlmul!




Ithacans, listen to me
a moment. | was in lln:

hall, and I saw with my

e

CHMIE UYeE B0T1E 11 maorka I

=4

5t=1n-rji11_i,f OWET (:'}Ll}r-.:m:us
in battle. He has the

o

G

[
1

gu{!E Qan ]'FiE E;{il.-'r ” Wi
I'-‘I.'l“tm' ]151:11 up-counbry,
yvou may meet ll'u: SATTeE

I-?l-‘l.l.-' I WLVILE MLVILE,

."‘ [ L I
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I tell yvou too that this irngu:l}'
could have been avoided if Vol
had listened to Mentor and
ﬂ_.'ﬁt.rﬂ.'i I'I.l,!f] }r-l.'illr F=OANE I-rI:IIT'I.

des o li ng Qd VESCUS 8 houschold.




Old man, thisisa
wu"—l:upl: orcha HJ,
Llﬂ. YO YOUrs I_']F

are in a sorry state
of |11.:g|1.:-.:f.

. ",
T =1
- e ¥
= =, .,

r =
Do you recognize me?

It's impos- S No, look. Here's
sible. — the scar I got
from that boar's
tusk on Mount

Parnassus.

And I recognize all

the trees YO Z@ave me
when I was a boy. There:
thirteen pear, ten ..1|Jp|u,

and L:lrl.;.r E.g Lrees,

F'atllur, [ have
returned. J"'L]H.-'-‘Hl}" the
suttors are gone, slain

to ttm I..lslt LA,




rJ:-'l‘l.ll_"g,l' llh: !El::u]:i I'Id.'uu 1l l.lt..':l'll.!i".t..'lI

us, if the suitors are dead.

But what of
the towns-
folk? They

will come

alter you!

Don't worry, I'm
ready for them. |

have In:.-'u] allies.

Wu.” fo to tln: [4.'I.TI'I'I]'.II'.‘-II1.EL‘
and gather up old Dolius,
and we'll zet a pig roasting

W!'I 1 ] WL arimy ol I.'5L"I YOS,




Here they

come!
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Father, surely one of the

immortals favors VML - e e L R i
- | i b

You look magnificent! £ —— B s

[ wizh vou'd seen me when I led the
CL"II'I-]II-L‘I‘.IL‘.I!II:‘- and sacked the city of
Nericus. Or that

I'd been at Your

side last nig]'lt

to wield a spear =
againgt the S i e s
suitors!
fuw
F
- . L% 1
i 1 L

L
Telemachus, when vou find yourself I know, Father. O great gu-r]sl, what a day
in the press of ]mtt!u, remember the Don't worry, I'll for me — to see my g0n

. F 1 1 - & -
Warrior = ]-'lil'l“..!'ﬂ!;l.' Yo =I"-|'|'|"|:|'|'g I-rl:ll'l'l-. Mewier E.l'l:!'i_i,'l'-.'ll..'-l.!' }"{'l'l.l! -|.'I-'I:'Il.l _;.'rmuleun. WVITIE "W'II.I'I

-I."ilﬁl'l 1}lhur in vnlur!
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I..-E-H..'Tl."..f't'i, =L ‘U'F i'"l.ri.-"'.f't"i-'l.ll'i,

TJ{.‘ﬂrl.‘ﬁt I:J[. |'.II]. my l.:'l'_'l-I'I'I'EEI.l'JL‘E.r E-ﬂ.}-‘

a prayer now to Zeus's daughter

ﬂml let VOur spear ﬂ}r-
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You men of [thaca, breal: off
. g the 5I:|u:,;f|lln:r now. Let there
P - .
& = 3 be peace between vou!
e t/__#
¢ : .







You must pul away your sword, if Vo would
live in prace. Fulfill the pruplmuy of Tiresias,
and YO will die gunt]y in old age, and VoL

name will live forever in story and song.







Here ends the story of Odysseus, as it has been

passecl down since the age of gucls and monsters.
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NOTES

Very little is known about Homer, the compaosition of his eplc poems,
or even the Bronze Age itgell. In my research | encountered open
gquestions and EIUI'.I.GIRI'I}" disagruunwnt at every turn. ]_.uu]r.il]..r The
ﬂ.fyssay i= a rather fantastic story, so | didn't feel I needed to be
one-hundred-percent hiztorically accurate. In lact, alter rezearching
the |1iEl'f_1-r]..r pretiy lhnruuﬂl‘l!y, | cl]:rh:d to break from realism in most
of my du_ﬂ.igns, while preserving just unnugll historical touches to give

{:}J}r.-;m,:us:'s world a ring -.1[ .uul.ln-,-n bicily.

My favorite translation of The (Hyssﬂy is that of Robert Fitzgerald,
closely followed by Robert Fagles. I like the balance of poetry and
readability that these two translations offer. However, in adapting and
abridging Homer to the graphic-novel format, | had to rewrite most
of the material for Lruvit}r, and for this purpose 1t was more useful

ko work [rom the plainer prose of Samuel Butler's and E. V. Rieu's
translations — with frequent relerence to Fagles and Fitzgerald, and
to a lesser extent Lattimore, Lawrence, Cowper, and Chapman. I also
admire Rodney Merrill's metrically correct verse translation, which 1

dizcovered partway through this project (thanks, Laura).

I have used near-direct gquotes in a few cases where | rualI:.r admired
the translator’s arl, and those passages appear in this boal: as fol-
I{.\W— l:ﬂg]-.rs: Page 170. l:il'.-:gcmld: Pages 12. lﬁ', ]E, IEU, IET.
192, 193, 196 and 199. Rieu: pages 89, 90, and 91.

I don't thinl AL need a full -g!uﬁsnr:.r to understand The {}:f{uss#y,
but there are a few words that :miﬂl‘.ll: trip vou up if you haven't been
ru-n-rling yOour Greek classics. Achacans and Argives both refer to the
inhabitants of ancient Greece. A hecatomb is a r:,-l'tgimm sacrilice of
one hundred cattle (as shown in chapter 3). The Myroridons are

Achilles followers.
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