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IS IT OKAY TO DRAW SHINIGAMI?
WON'T I BE CURSED FOR DOING THIS?
I DRAW THIS MANGA WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING
-TAKESHI OBATA

Tsugumi Ohba
Born in Tokyo.
Hobby: Collecting teacups
Day and night, develops manga plots
while holding knees on a chair.

Takeshi Obata was born in 1969 in Niigata, and is the
artist of the wildly popular SHONEN JUMP title Hikaru
no Go, which won the 2003 Tezuka Shinsei “New Hope’
award and the Shogakukan Manga award. Obata is also
the artist of Arabian Majin Bokentan Lamp Lamp,
Ayatsuri Sakon, and Cyborg Jichan G.
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Matsuda |
" THE HUMAN WHOSE NAME IS WRITTEN IN THIS NOTE SHALL DIE”... LIGHT YAGAMI, A STRAIGHT-A HIGH SCHOOL HONORS STUDENT,
/| PICKS UP THE “DEATH NOTE” DROPPED BY SHINIGAMI RYUK INTO THE HUMAN WORLD. HALF DISBELIEVING, HE USES THE NOTEBOOK,
< ONLY TO SEE THE PEOPLE WHOSE NAMES HE HAS WRITTEN DROP DEAD! INITIALLY HORRIFIED BY THE NOTEBOOK’S POWERS,
. LIGHT EVENTUALLY DECIDES TO USE THE DEATH NOTE TO PURGE THE WORLD OF VIOLENT CRIMINALS AND CREATE AN IDEAL SOCIETY.

..M.Jn o

MEANWHILE, AS CRIMINALS WORLDWIDE START DYING MYSTERIOUSLY, THE ENIGMATIC L, A SECRETIVE GENIUS WHO SPECIALIZES IN
... SOLVING UNSOLVED CASES,

; ENTERS THE PICTURE. HE USES A TV BROADCAST TO ANNOUNCE THAT HE WILL CATCH WHOEVER 1S
fw RESPONSIBLE FOR THE KILLINGS, SETTING OFF AN ALMIGHTY BATTLE OF WITS BETWEEN LIGHT AND HIMSELF

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

_ AS LIGHT TESTS THE NOTEBOOK'S POWERS ON CRIMINALS, HE DISCOVERS MORE AND MORE USES FOR [T, ASTONISHING EVEN
© RYUK, L SECURES THE COOPERATION OF THE JAPANESE POLICE IN HIS INVESTIGATION. BUT AT THE SAME TIME HE GETS THE FBI
. TO CONDUCT A SECRET PROBE OF THE JAPANESE POLICE TASK FORCE MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. LIGHT, AS THE SON OF

. THE TASK FORCE CHIEF, BECOMES A SURVEILLANCE TARGET HE SOMEHOW NEEDS TO FIND OUT HIS _umw SHADO

¥ W’'S NAME, AND
. SUCCEEDS THROUGH THE SKILLFUL USE OF THE DEATH NOTE AND RYUK. BUT.
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I'M
ACTUALLY
IN JAPAN
ON A TOP-

SECRET
MISSION
AND
IF THE
JAPANESE
POLICE...

L

o ¢
UNDERSTAND
I WON'T TELL

ANYBODY
ABOUT MEET-
ING YOU

'

THAT
INCLUDES
MY
FATHER,
OF
COURSE

R S T e

%{*M ouT

o
| s

TO BE
AROUND
WHEN THE
POLICE
ARRIVE,
S0...

THEN...
DON'T WANT

OF HERE
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THE COPS TO

HAD CONTACT,

AGENT, E

I KNOW ¢ it/ J/ln
WE WERE VL2,
ALL SET | |
TO GO TO
SPACELAND,
BUT AFTER
SOMETHING
AS FREAKY

i X _Eg;
FIE /|
o ]
1‘,‘ A
] :
| | b I'.'

FIND OUT T'VE IPUANNEI

WITH AN FBI§¢

PENED HERE'

| TODAY AS¥

| /A SIMPLE
( ACCIDENT

1) PENBER
s /I AR |l oBvIousLy
|| WHAT HAP- /[ /SR /1

RAYE

DOESN'T
SUSPECT
ME.

8. | TOUGH IN
"\ CRISES

'“'a]: /
i
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..---..-.

e

PLUS, WHO
WANTS TO
GET QUES-
TIONED BY
THE COPS?

GOES
FOR
HUMANS,

ABOUT? WE'RE

WHAT'RE
YOU TALKING

ALMOST
THERE! WE'RE
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READ
< THIS<<
WAY

YOU
SEEM
DRAINED

...DID

SOME-

THING
HAPPEN?

=
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~ THINK
THIS KIND
OF STUFF

_fj DIDN'T

HAPPENED |

/

' YEAH. THIS
GUY WHO
TRIED TO

<« ROB A BANK

NN A COUPLE

DAYS AGO

\ DECIDED TO
\ HIJACK A

) BUS,

I GOT

| MIXED UP
IN A BUS-
JACKING,

& / |

YEAH. BUT
THE GUY
JUMPED OUT
AND ENDED
UP GETTING
RUN OVER
BY A CAR.

AND YOU
WERE ON

THE BUS
WHEN THIS
HAPPENED?




AND
THEN A

CRIMINAL
DIES RIGHT
THERE...?
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LOOK, I
KNOW YOU
WERE AN
A EXCELLENT

& FBI AGENT..

YEAH.,
PROBABLY.. I
DIDN'T STICK
AROUND TO
MAKE SURE.

DIDN'T WANT TO
GET INVOLVED, /
A

r "
I
MEAN, WAS T
YOU REALLY
WERE ON A COINCI-
THAT BUS 3 DENCE
BECAUSE THAT YOU
YOU f HAPPENED
WERE [ 10 BE
TAILING A THERE?
POSSIBLE
SUSPECT, ;
RIGHT? P
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\ BUT
YOU'RE
: HERE NOW
o s
IN THE FIANCEE,
BUREAU AND
ANYMORE, NOTHING
OKAY? ELSE.
|

[ .’[
rad. 0 / YOU
i\ \J\\ ] THOSE PROMISED
‘1\ WERE THE ME YOU
\ [ CONDITIONS, WOULDN'T
THE ONLY GET
REASON INVOLVED,
YOU'RE OR DO ANY-
HERE WITH THING THAT
A ME IS 0 WOULD PUT
A WE COULD YOU IN
MEET YOUR  DANGER.
PARENTS.

SO HOW

| HEY.. T'M SORRY
AEEA‘-;TB%EA"@G TOO. DONT TAKE Rﬁ{'}; ?SEEE
VLT CRARY T TOO HARD. OF HABIT
_~_ Ul FiIcURE ouT || ONCE WE HAVE I GUESS..
N TRW T ean | | A FAMILY, YouLL I'M SORRY. /|
MAKE A Goop| | | BE SO BUSY |
APRESSION. | | YOU'LL FORGET |

ON YOUR YOU EVER WERE

| AN AGENT YOU AN |
| j | ]
¢ FOLAS, WON'T HAVE THE (U -\ |
: TIME FOR THAT B\
HABIT TO POP 1y /

UP ANYMORE. .




KNOW THAT
AGENT'S
NAME, YOU
GONNA
WRITE
IT IN?

PLUS, IT'M
ONLY WRITING
HIS NAME AFTER
I GET HIM TO
SHOW ME THE
NAMES AND
FACES OF ALL

IN JAPAN.

THE FBI AGENTS [/

= BAD MOVE
/' TO WRITE
........ HIM DGWN
P NN RIGHT AFTER
V47 N0 I MET HIM,
BETTER TO
Wl I PN\ sSOME TIME
VAL 2 47 | TO INVESTI-
/V§\\ GATE OTHER

' THE NOTE-

BOOK IN...
LET'S SEE,
ABOUT A

WEEK.

FIRST, I'M
GOING TO
PLAY WITH L
A LITTLE,
USING
ANOTHER
CRIMINAL
IN JAIL.
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GREAT.
SCAN IT
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NOTE.
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LEFT SOME-
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AND SEND
IT TO ME
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.......................................

/ "GODS

OF
DEATH"

bods can't help me. 1'm sich
of Wating. 1 wan
death. 1'm veady for .

KIRA.
ARE YOU
TRYING TO
SUGGEST
| THAT

T SHINIGAMI
T EXIST..?

¥

Godé can't help me. 1'm 4ick
of waiting. 1 want
death. 1'm veady Por .,

Lﬂr"c& ixt;wa -
ok ca Do U‘Jt\ﬂﬁ' \{rsw,

6? wait You ‘F-nt:'ud Jr
death. T ‘enov &\wbﬁ I

B
DO YOU
KNOW
GODS OF |
DEATH.” |

IS KIRA
A TRYING
= 1O,GIVE
N Wie

......

S

WATARI.
THERE
MIGHT
BE MORE
VICTIMS
LEAVING
NOTES LIKE
THIS. TELL
THE POLICE
TO KEEP
A CLOSE
WATCH ON *
ALL THE /
PRISONS.
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WATAR,
TS ME.
PUT ME
THROUGH

T e

I TRIED
CONTACTING |

OF THEM.

I JUST GOT

WORD FROM L...

ALL 12 AGENTS || JAPAN THAT

I SENT OVER, EIGHT OF

JUST IN CASE, OUR AGENTS

AND COULDN'T ARE DEAD.
REACH ANY

GOT THEM.
THEKE'S
NO OTHER
EXPLANATION.
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WAS THERE
ANYONE
WHO KNEW TE;A;P
THE FACES CALM
OF ALL 12?7 OR AND
ANYONE WHO LISTEN \
HAD THEIR TO ME. '
PHOTOS ~
ON FILE?

CSEERE
ONLY
UNTIL MYSELFE <
YESTER- UNTIL
DAY?! YESTER- I

W I | AreouesTcamen
CONTACT , FOR THE NAMES AND
Sl PHOTOS OF AL THE AGENTS
AND HE IN JAPAN, 50 THEY COULD
PR LIAIGE WITH EACH OTHER. |
TO GET A ) SENT OFF THE WHOLE FILE A
THE FLE! o AN E-MAL ATTACHHENT...

THE FILE
WAS SENT

10...

WHO
WAS THE
AGENT

YOU SENT
IT 7O0?
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BEFORE HE THEY
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HMPH,
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CALL
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READ
ik

THAT'S ? 86 WL BUT IF KIRA MURDERED
RIGHT, | KIRA'S I = THE FBI AGENTS... THAT

AND | AREAL aroeE MEANS HE DOESN'T

WE'RE | PSYCHO- oG ’ / ONLY KILL CRIMINALS.
SITTING \ PATH... AFTER A HE'LL ELIMINATE

HIM... . ANYONE WHO’'S TRY-

DUCKS

HERE! | ING TO CATCH HIM...

*WELL, I |
VALUE
MY LIFE

THIS IS
EXACTLY
_ WHAT THOSE
.- ' \ GUYS WHO
| s QUIT SAID

s | B & - WOULD  /

W i / / ﬁux.:. = — _ X + A & { :
VAN AT | TS - LN RN | B
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MAYBE I
SHOULD'VE BEEN
FOLLOWING THE
FBI AGENTS MORE
CLOSELY, INSTEAD

OF FOCUSING
-~ ON IMPRISONED
v i CRIMINALS

/\ |




v I ¢
ﬁ - W The
" DO WOCNIT || N LANOTHER next
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NOW THE
FBI'S PISSED
OFF EVEN IF
THEY WERE
PLANNING TO
SEND MORE
AGENTS TO

JAPAN, THAT'S
GOING TO BE A
LONG WAY OFF;
AFTER THEY'VE
GIVEN IT SOME

HARD THOUGHT L [/} / A

DOESNTHAVEA /f/ 7 3\ A

LOTOFPIECES /411 i i\ 1\
LEFT TO PLAY..

£0... HE'S

GOING TO
HAVE TO

MOVE INTO
ACTION
HIMSELF

. PRETTY

T SOON,.

NO, |
HE WAS [T

MURDERED |t =
BY KIRAH- ) =
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e
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e

AND I JUST
KNOW BY
DOING THAT,
YOU'VE LEFT
ME A BIGGER
CLUE THAN
THESE NOTES!

STILL, BY
KILLING
THE FBI
AGENTS,
YOU'VE
MADE A
BOLD
MOVE.

Fre:

ALMOST
POSITIVE
YOU WERE
IN CONTACT
WITH ONE
OF THEM.

.........

RAYE...
IS DEAD...







