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OSMANLI DONANMASININ DESTEK GUCLERI:
DERYA BEYLERIi

Emel SOYER KOLCAK*

Osmanli Devleti'nin kurulusundan beri g6z ardi edilmeyen denizcilik
faaliyetleri adalarin ve kiyi bolgelerinin fethiyle 6nemli bir hale gelmis;
merkezde strdirilen calismalarla birlikte teskilatlanma yoluna gidilerek
Kanuni Sultan Stileyman déneminde Cezayir-i Bahr-i Sefid eyaleti kurulmustur
(1534). idaresi Kaptan-i Derya'ya ait olan bu eyalete bagli sancak beylerine
Derya Bey'i denmekteydi. Osmanli denizcilik faaliyetlerinin yarttalduga
merkez olarak Istanbul’da bulunan Tersane-i Amire’ye bagli olan donanmadan
ayri teskil edilen derya beyligi, muhafaza ve donanmaya destek verme
esasina dayanmaktaydi.

Sancak beyi stattisti yaninda sadece maasli olarak gorev yapan derya beyleri
de vardi ve bu beyler s6z konusu gelirleri karsiliginda merkez donanmasina
hizmet etmekteydiler. Cezayir-i Bahr-i Sefid
eyaletine bagli olarak deniz seferlerine kendi
kuvvetleriyle katilan derya beyleri arasinda
Gelibolu, Limni, Midilli, Sakiz, Nakse, Andre,
Degirmenlik, Rodos, Mezistre, Egriboz,
inebahti, Karlili, Sigla, Mora, Dimyat ve
Resid idarecileri bulunmaktaydi. Her bey,
geliri nispetinde donanmaya savas gemisi
ve murettebat temin etmek zorundaydi.
Ornegin Egriboz, inebahti ve Karlili
beyleri birer gemi, Mezistire beyi bir
gemi ve yedek, Rodos beyi bir gemi ve
daha sonralari merkezden verilecek dort
kalyon ile seferlere istirak etmekteydi.

Osmanli donanmasi herhangi bir savas
olmasa da, korsan ve disman gemilerinin
saldirilarini kontrol etmek ve gtivenligi
saglamak amaciyla ilkbaharda denize
acilir ve kis mevsimine kadar Akdeniz'de
dolasirdi. Derya beyleri, sefere ¢ikilmadan
on-on bes giin 6nce Tersane-i Amire’ye
gelerek donanmaya katilmak
zorundaydi. Oyle ki, 1680 Mayis'inda donanmanin hareket noktasi olan
Besiktas'ta hazir bulunmayan dokuz derya beyi, yillik gelirleri olan
salyanelerinden 100.000 akce kesilmek suretiyle cezalandiriimislardi.

Sefer zamaninda donanmaya eslik eden derya beyleri, deniz yollarinin ve
kiyilarin gtivenliginden de sorumluydu. Ozellikle tiiccar gemilerine yonelik
korsanlik faaliyetlerine karsi koymak btiytik nem arz ediyordu. 1790 yilinda
doénemin padisahi I11. Selim;

“.isidiyorum. Korsan geziyor imis. Bunlar (derya beyleri) durmasin. Bir an
akdem korsanlari ahz eylesinler..”

seklinde bir hatt-1 himayun buyurmustu. Derya beyleri icinde basbug tayin
olunan kimse, diger beylerin kendi bélgelerini diisman gemilerine ve
korsanlara karsi korumalarina nezaret ederdi.

* Doktora égrencisi, Istanbul Universitesi, Tarih B&lumii
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Derya beyligi, muhafaza ve donanmaya
destek verme esasina dayanmaktaydi.
Derya beyligi was based on supporting
the fleet and conservation.

ASSISTANT FORCES OF OTTOMAN FLEET:
DERYA BEYLERI

Emel SOYER KOLCAK*

Marine activities that had been nonigronable since the foundation of
Ottoman Empire became an important matter with conquering of islands
and marginal areas. Cezayir-i Bahr-i Sefid principality was founded being
organized with the activities carried on in center, at Kanuni Sultan Stileyman
period. (1534). The governors of sanjaks that depend on this principality
whose administration related to the Kaptan-1 Derya were called as Derya
Bey. Derya beyligi was constituted apart from the fleet that depended on
Tersane-i Amire. Tersane-i Amire was in Istanbul and marine activities were
carried on there. Derya beyligi was based on supporting the fleet and
conservation.

Beside the governor of sanjaks, there were Derya Beys who used to work
with salary, and these derya beys serve for
central fleet in exchange for their salary.
Among the derya beys who attended the
sailing activities depending on the Cezayir-
i Bahr-i Sefid principality with their own
forces were the governors of Gallipoli, Limni,
Midilli, Sakiz, Nakse, Andre, Degirmenlik,
Rodos, Mezistre, Egriboz, inebahti,
Karliili, Sigla, Mora, Dimyat ve Resid.
Each bey (governor) used to have to
provide naval or crews according to his
e salary. For example, the beys of Egrriboz,
' inebahti and Karlili participate with one
naval, the bey of Mezistre participate
with one naval and a reserve, and the
bey of Rhodes participate with one naval
along with four galleons provided by
center later. Although there was no
fight, Ottoman fleet used to sail to
Mediterranean from spring until winter
in order to provide the security and
control the pirate attacks. Derya beys
used to have to come to Tersane-i Amire and participate in the fleet ten
or fifteen days before the sail. It was so necessary that 9 derya beys who
weren't ready on Besiktas, departure point of fleet, were punished with
100.000 akge (coin in Ottoman period)

Derya beys who accompanied to the fleet were also responsible for the
security of sea lanes and coasts. Especially, preventing the merchant ships
form the pirate attacks were their tasks. lll. Selim, sultan of that period,
emphasized that;

“I can hear that pirate ships are wandering here, derya beys shouldn’t
loiter, they should receive the pirates immediately”

The leader of the Derya Beys used to supervise the other derya bey’s
protection of their own areas from the enemy ships and pirates.

* Doctoral student, Istanbul University, History Department
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Derya beylerinin kullandiklari gemi tirleri arasinda bastarda ve firkate
olmakla birlikte, cogunlugu kadirgalar olusturmaktaydi. Kiirekgileri esirlerden/
forsalardan olustugu icin gemilerine, forsa gemisi de denmekteydi. Bey
gemilerinde, mirettebatin temini yine kendilerine aitti. Mirettebat icinde
yer alan levent ve kurekgilerin yiyecek ihtiyaci olan bugday veya peksimet,
bedeli maaslarindan duistilmek tizere Tersane-i Amire'den verilirdi. Bunun
disinda savag malzemesi olarak top yine merkezden temin edilmekteydi.
Derya beylerinin gelirleri yillik 300.000 ile 1.800.000 akge arasinda
degismekteydi. Devlet bu 6demeleri, Cezayir-i Bahr-i Sefid eyaletine bagli
kazalarin cizye gelirlerinden karsiladigi gibi Izmir glimriik resminden ve
Anadolu avarizindan da saglamaktaydi. Derya beylerinin yillik maaslari,
Mart ve Kasim aylari olmak Gzere iki seferde 6denmekteydi. Bu uygulama,
bazi durumlarda, nadir de olsa derya beylerini sikintiya diisirmekteydi.
Ornegin 1688 yilinda, bir bucuk milyon akce maasi olan Kése Ali Pasazade
Mehmed Pasa, bu miktarin dokuz yiiz bin akgesini Mart salyanesinde almigsa
da kadirgasinin ihtiyaclarini gidermeye yettirememis ve maasinin kalanini
temin edecedi Kasim ayinda 6demek tizere izmir'de bulunan bir ingiliz
tiiccarindan borg almisti. Ayni yil Saban Beyzade Mustafa Bey de bir ingiliz
tliccarina y(iz bin akge civarinda borclanmisti. Bu borcun da Kasim maasindan
tahsil edilmesi, ingiltere elcisi tarafindan merkezden talep edilmisti.

Deniz seferlerinde goérev alan kimseler olarak derya beyleri, bir gemiyi idare
edecek bilgiye ve donanima sahip kisilerdi. Tersane-i Amire calisanlari
arasindan derya beyi ¢iktigi gibi bu beyler arasindan Tersane Kethtdasi
olan hatta Kaptan-1 Derya mertebesine ylkselenlerde vardi. Genel olarak
ise s6z konusu meslegin babadan ogula gectigi gérilmektedir. Ornegin
iskenderiye mutasarrifi Ahmed Pasa 1667 yilinda vefat etmis, sahibi oldugu
yirmi yedi oturaklik bastardasi, iskenderiye sancaginin tasarruf hakkiyla
birlikte oglu Mustafa Bey'e verilmisti. 1678 yilinda ise yillik bir milyon iki
yuz bin ak¢e maas alan derya beyi Mustafa Bey 6ldugtnde salyanesi
Keskinzade Mehmed Bey'e devrolmus, on yil sonra Mehmed Pasa vefat
edince bastardasiyla s6zu edilen salyanesi oglu Hasan Bey'e gegmisti.

Beyler, gemilerini genellikle kendileri insa etmekteydi. Ancak yukarida
gorilen érneklerde oldugu gibi bazi derya beyleri, babalarindan kalan
gemiyi kullaniyordu. Varisi olmayan beylerin gemileri ise bir baska bey
tarafindan satin alinabiliyordu. 1689 yilinda vefat eden Baf Beyzade Halil
Bey’in gemisini bir diger derya beyi olan Arslan Bey satin almisti. Varisi
olmayanlar bir yana, bazi ailelerin oldukca kalabalik bir kadroyla bu gérevi
icra ettikleri sdylenebilir. Bunlar arasinda Maryolzadeler ve Memi Pasazadeler
basi cekmektedir. Oyle ki 17. yiizyilin son ceyreginde Memi Pasazadeler'den
Abdurrahman Pasa, Ebu Bekir Bey, Kasim Bey ve Ahmed Bey ayni zaman
zarfinda derya beyligi hizmetindeydiler. Maryolzadelerden ise Mora'li
Mustafa Pasa, Mustafa Pasa’nin ogullart Ahmed, Mehmed ve Ali Beyler,
Ahmed Bey'in ogullari Mustafa ve Ebubekir Beyler derya beyligi gérevinde
bulunmuslardi.

The ship kinds used by Derya Beys were consist of mostly triremes; bastarda
and firkates. Because the shovelers were consist of slaves/galley slaves, the
ships were also called as galley slave ships. In Beys’ ships, the crew obtaining
was again responsibility of them. The needs of Levents and Shovelers in
crew were wheat and ship biscuits, and these needs were met by Tersane-
i Amire but the expenses of these needs were taken from derya beys salaries.
Apart from them, the cannonballs used as submunition were met by the
center.

The salary of derya beys were between 300.000 — 1.800.000 ak¢e annually.
Government used to provide these salaries from the cizye incomes (poll tax
payed by non-muslims till 1856 for liberation from military duty in the
Ottoman Empire) of townships that depend on Cezayir-i Bahr-i Sefid, [zmir
custom and Anatolian Avariz (extraordinary tax in Ottoman Empire) The
annual salaries of derya beys used to be paid twice in a year, in March and
November. This application, infrequently used to have some difficulties for
derya beys. For instance, in 1688 Kdse Ali Pasazade Mehmed Pasa’s salary
was 1.500.000 ak¢e, he was paid 900.000 akge of his total salary in March
but he couldn’t afford the needs of his trireme and he borrowed some
money from an English merchant on the condition that he would pay back
when he was paid his rest of the money in November. At the same year
Saban Beyzade Mustafa Bey borrowed money from an English merchant
too and English ambassador requested that this dept needed be paid with
the salary in November.

Being take place on sails, derya beys were the people who had ability to
manage a ship. Sometimes there were derya beys in personnel of Tersane-
i Amire and moreover among these derya beys, some of them could rise
to even Kaptan-1 Derya. Generally, we can see that being a derya bey used
to pass from a generation to next generation. For instance Ahmet Pasa-
owner of [skenderiye died in 1667 and the bastarda (smaller kind of trireme)
for 27 people with the saving right of Iskendireye pennon passed to his son
Mustafa Bey. But when 1678 derya Mustafa Bey who used to earn 1.200.000
akge annually died, Keskinzade Mehmet Bey make over its salyane (a kind
of tax) and then after 10 years when Mehmet Bey died, his son Hasan Bey
took its salyane.

Beyler used to build the ships themselves. But some bey used to use their
father’s ships as mentioned before. The beys’s ship that hadn’t any heir
after them could be bought by other beys. Baf Beyzade Halil Bey's ship
who dlied 1689 was bought by another Derya Arslan Bey. Besides from the
ones who hadn’t any heir, some families carried on this task with a crowded
personnel. Among these families Maryonzade’s and Memi Pasazade’s
were the best. So, in the last quarter of 17th century, Abdurrahman Pasa,
Ebu Bekir Bey, Kasim Bey and Ahmed Bey from the Memi Pasazade’s were
derya beys at the same time. On the other hand, from the Maryonzade’s,
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Bunlardan baska Kapucuzade, Manca Carikzade, Baf
Beyzade, Deli Beyzade, Murad Beyzade, Saban Beyzade,
Abdi Pasazade, Abdulkadir Pasazade, Ahmed Pasazade,
Keskin Pasazade ve Suleyman Pasazade ailelerinin de derya
beyleri arasinda 6nemli yerleri oldugunu soéyleyebiliriz.

Hayatlarini, disman saldirilarina karsi, denizleri ve kiyilari
g6zetmek ve gerektiginde buralari korumak amaciyla
dusmanlarla carpismaya adayan bu biytk isimlerin arasinda
huzursuzluk ¢ikaranlar da yok degildi. Mesela, bir dsnem
Venedikliler tarafindan ele gecirilen Sakiz Adasi'nin geri
alinmasi icin 1695 yili baslarinda yapilan seferde gérevli
derya beylerinden Dervis Agazade Mehmed Pasa ve Kose
Ali Pasa kethidasi Ahmed Pasa, muhtemelen Kaptan-i
Derya Yusuf Pasa’nin azledilmesine tepki olarak, disman
gemilerinin tzerine gitmemek konusunda diretmislerdi.
Ustelik diger derya beylerini de kendilerine uydurmaya
calismiglardi. Konuyla ilgilenmesi icin Sakiz seferine serasker
olan Anadolu Beylerbeyisi Misirlizade ibrahim Paga merkezce
gorevlendirilmisti. Ancak kendisine génderilen emirleri
uygulamak konusundaki oyalayic tavri dikkat cekmis ve
yerine hemen Kaptan-1 Derya Amcazade Huseyin Pasa tayin olunmustu.
Sonug olarak Dervis Agazade Mehmed Pasa ve Kose Ali Pasa kethtdasi
Ahmed Pasa, Sultaniye kalesinde hapsedilerek gemilerine el koyulmustur.
Mehmed Pasa’nin ¢ektirisine bittin takimiyla 46.000, Ahmed Pasa cektirisine
ise 40.000 kurus kiymet bicilmisti. Gemilerin idaresi vekaleten, eski Tersane
Kethtidasi Ali Kaptan'a ve eski kalyon kaptanlarindan Frenk Abdurrahman’a
birakilmisti.

Kaynakea:

Basbakanlik Osmanli Arsivi, Maliyeden Muidevver Defterler, nr. 1859; Hatt-1 Hiimayun,
nr. 56544; ibniilemin-Bahriye, nr. 2/198.

idris Bostan, “Derya Beyi”, Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, 1X, istanbul 1994,
s. 200-201.

16

1737 Osmanhi-Rus Savagi'na kaulan
bastarda, kadurga ve derya beyi gemileri /
Bastarda, kadwga and derya beyi
battleships in 1737 Ottoman-Russian

Mustafa Pasa-from Mora, his sons Ahmet, Mehmet and
Ali Beys, Ahmet Bey’s sons Mustafa and Ebubekir Beys
derya beys. Apart from them, Kapucuzade’s, Manca
Carikzade’s, Baf Beyzade's, Deli Beyzade's, Murad Beyzade's,
Saban Beyzade's, Abdi Pasazade’s, Abdlilkadir Pasazade's,
Ahmed Pasazade’s, Keskin Pasazade’s and Suleyman
Pasazade’s had an important place among the derya beys.

There were some beys who used to make restless among
these great derya beys who devoted their lives to fight for
the sake of protection of seas and margin areas against
enemy attacks. For instance, derya beys Dervis Agazade
Mehmet Pasa and Ahmet Pasa, assistant of Kése Ali Pasa
who were in charge of sail to take back the Chios from
the Venetian in the beginning 1695 insist on not to attack
to the enemy ships probably as a response to be dismissed
of Kaptan-1 Derya Yusuf Pasa. Moreover they tried to pull
toward the other derya beys to themselves. Anatolian
governor Misirlizade ibrahim Pasa who weas serasker (a
kind of rank in Ottoman army) in the sail to Chios was in
charge in order to deal with this problem. But he lingered
in dealing with problem and Kaptan-1 Derya Amcazade HUiseyin Pasa were
put soon instead of him. Finally Dervis AGazade Mehmet Pasa and Ahmet
Pasa were punished in Sultaniye castle and their ships were seized. Mehmet
bey’s ship with all its set was assesses 46.000 and Ahmet bey’s ship was
assessed 40.000 kurus. The management of ships was given to captain Ali-
former assistant of
shipbuilding yard and Frenk Abdurrahman-former galleon captain.
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