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. . . L, . . ! [stanbul had lost its function as the capital of
Bizans Imparatorlugunun payitaht: [baskent] olarak Istanbul, buig- | | the syzantine Empite during the Latin rule
levini ilkin 1204-1261 doneminde Latinler idaresine gectig¢i zaman yi- | | 22twesn r203-0261, when the Empire was

. .. R e . A .7 © divided into a numbear of small states. Between
tirmigtir; o zaman imparatorluk cesitli klicik devletlere bolinmustid. | i261-1453, during the period of the Palacologi
[stantul'u Latinlerden geri alan Palaiologoslar'in doneminde (1261- , @ who ccnqu;{ewd thebfu‘/dfrm; tre Lf‘tins» the]

. . . . : Empire had bean obliged to leave the control of
1453) imparatorluk Batt Anadolu’yu Tirkmen beyliklerine birakmak . o :

. . o Western Anatolia o the Turkomasn principalities.
zerunda kalmistir; Karadeniz'de ve Ege Adalari’'nda ise Veneadikliler
o

During the same period, the Black Sea and the

- Co14 S ) £33mm 7 I Aegean Island $S rul th
ve Cenevizliler egemen olmus; hatta Bogazlar''n denetimini ve [stan- A=genn [slands had passed to the rule of the
, . X T S} . R T . } Venetians and the Genoese, who were alsc in
bul'un deniz asin ticaretini tamamiyla ellerine gecirmislerdi. ., control of the Straits and the cverseas trade of
300’lerde Osmanli Beyligi kuruldugu zaman, Bizans'in denetimi al- | stanbul. Inthe 13005, when the Ottoman

principality was founded, Byzantine rule was
already limited to Thrace in the Balkans and
Bithynia in Anartolia. In short, Istanbul had long

unda bulunan topraklar, Balkanlarda Trakya'nin, Anadolu'da da
Bithynia’nin dtesine gecmiyordu. Ozetle, Istanbul ¢oktan beri hir im- :

aratorlul kezi ol ! ktz kmis bul du. Kent “kévl s ceased to be an imperial centre. The city had
p‘fra Qriug merkezl olma ) an QL\H]@ u L.}nuyor u. e.n . Olfle§_m1§ ’ ! lostits urban character and its population had
nifusu da azalmigti. Kentin niifusu bu donemde 30 bin ile 60 bin . | diminished. The population of the city during
tahmin edilmektedir. Halbuki, Konstantinopolis’in parlak déneminde this petiod is estimated to have been between

e . T = . L . ' 30,000 and 60.000, whereas during the
nurus yanm milyona erisiyordu. 5. ylzyilda Notia Urbis’te sehirde | | prospercus times of Constantinople, it had been
4388 domus (ev) ve 144 finn kaydedilmistir. Palaiologoslar doneminde , | noless than halfa million. 4388 domus (houses)
istanb: g R . . . lic 1 bd! ind 1 Ve and 144 bakeries are recorded in the sth century
Istanbul’un deniz agin ticareti, Hali¢ limani bolgesinde yerlesen Ve- Notia Urbis. During the period of the Palaeologi
nedikliler'in elindeydi. Kars: tarafta Galata'da ise Cenevizliler ege- [ t-’*ff;verseas trade}f:f Istanbul was in t:e hands

. .. . . .. . . : the Veneti ttled in tl

mendi. Bu dénemde Galata'nin glimriik geliri 200 bin altina ylikselir- | | p7pe Vernenans who were setmied in the
ken, istanbul'unki ancak 30 bin altindu. i
i
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harbour region of the Golden Horn. The Galata
region on the other side of the city was
controlled by the Genoese. During this period,
the customs revenue of Galata had reached
200,000 gold coins, while that of Istanbul stood
at 30,000.

Osmanllar, daha 1340’lara dogru Bithynia’y: ve Kocaeli'ni tamamuyla
denetimleri altina alip Ganakkale ve Istanbul Bogazlari’'na dayanmis-
lar; 1352'de Gelibolu Yarimadasi'nda yerlesip 1361'de Trakya'y: ve
onun merkezi Edirne’yi egemenlik altina almiglardi. Bdylece, Istanbul |
daha bu tarihte, her yandan Osmanl Devleti tarafindan sarilmig, Bi- |
zans egemenligl kente yakin baz1 kasabalar ile Karadeniz kiyilarinda |
birka¢ liman lizerinde kalmisti. Daha 1360'ta Osmanlilar, Corlu dog- | _ :

rultusunda ilerledikleri zaman Italya'da Istanbul igin bir Osmanh ' ﬁfiiﬁi'nﬂ’éﬁsgy&ii Sy of Istanbul was already
tehlikesinden s6z edilmeye baslanmistir. Osmanlilar, Bizanslilar'in -~ | | and Byzantine rule was limited to some villages
Balkan miittefiklerini yendikten (Chermanon Savasi, 1371) bir yil ‘ around the city and to a few ports on the Black |
sonra Palaiologoslar Osmanl sultanini metbu tanimis ve ona yillik the agenda in Italy as early as 1360, when the
15 bin altin harag 6demeyi kabul etmislerdir. Boylece daha 1372'de | | Ottomans marched towards Corlu. One year
Bizans, Osmanh Imparatorlugu’nun bir parcas: haline gelmisti. i

The Ottomans had already conquered the whole
of Bithynia and the Kocaeli region as early as
the 1340s, and expanded their territory up to the
Dardanelles and the Bosphorus. In 1352 they
settled at the Gallipoli Peninsula and in 1361
conquered Thrace together with its central city
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after the Ottoman victory against the Byzantine

i allies in the Balkans (Chermanon Battle, 1371),

. o o . . j the Emperor recognized the Ottomnan Sultan as
Kenti, dogrudan dogruya Osmanli egemenligl altina sokma girisimi, the suzerain and accepted to pay him a tribute

[. Bayezid doneminde (1385-1402) baslamis; Osmanli Devleti, Tuna'ya gf ZIasﬁogseggrlspci?;ngazngeuczlllzéih;;ttg?the
kadar Balkanlar’i ve Firat'a kadar Anadolu’yu egemenlik altina alarak o{mman Empire as early as 1372,
bir imparatorluk haline gelmis; Avrupa kaynaklan daha o zaman Ba-

| i Attempts towards establishing direct Ottoman

yezid'i “imperator” diye anmaya baglamigtir. Istanbul, o zaman, Bi- | sovereignty over the city commenced during the
zans Imparatorlugu’nu Balkanlar ve Anadolu’da ihya etmis olan Os- ; reign of Bayezid 1 {1385-1402). The Ottoman

2 . o . Ll * . State, after conquering the Balkans up to the
manli Imparatorlugu'nun dogal merkem olarak gériniiyordu. Bi- | River Danube and Anatolia up to the River
zans'ta hanedan ve idareci sin:f, Istanbul i¢in kurtulusu yalmizca Av- | Euphrates, became an empire and Bayezid

’ 1 2 bi 1 feri o du. Dah | began to be referred to as “Emperor” in

rupa dan gEIQCeK bir Yardlmdal r HagJ Se' erinde geruyordu. ?‘ a . Eurcpean sources. Istanbul was consideved as
1371de Bizans imparatoru V. loannes Palaiologes Roma'da Papa’yy zi- the natural centre of the Ottornan Empire, which
yaret ederek kiliselerin birligi ve Osmanhlar’a kars: bir Hacl seferi hiad replaced the Byzantine Zmpire in the

T X ) N A Balkans and Anatolia. The Byzantine dynasty
konularnnda gorlismeler yaprust. [stanbul'da ekonomik denetim and the ruling elite believed that military aid
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kurmus olan Venedik,
boyle bir Hach seferini ha-
zirlamakta basi cekmek-
teydi. I. Bayezid 1394'ten
beri Konstantinopolis'i ab-
luka altina almisti. Niha-
yet 1396'da Istanbul’u kur-
tarmak, Osmanlilar: Bal-
kanlar'dan surlp cikar-
mak i¢in Almanya, Fransa |
ve [talya’ya kadar her yan- |
dan Hacli gontllilerin ga-
lip katildig1 biiyik bir Hac- |
It ordusu, Macaristan krali |
Sigismond idaresinde Niz-
bolu (Nicopolis) 6ntine ka-
dar ilerledi. O zaman Ve-
nedik donanmas: Karade-
niz'e gelmis, Hacli ordusu
ile Tuna Gzerinden temas |
kurmustu. Bayezid, Hach-
lar’t Nigbolu ontinde tam
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s yapmak zorunda kaldi.
Venedikliler kentin Osmanhlar’in eline gececeginden ciddi olarak
kayg1 duydular, ama Bizans, Timur'un Ankara Savasi’nda Bayezid'i
esir almasiyla kurtuldu (1402)

Osmanhlar, Bizans’t almak i¢in, biri 1411'de, Steki 1422'de olmak tze-
re iki kez daha girisimde bulundular.

SULTAN II. MEHMED VE FETIH DUSUNCES]

D\'jnya tarihinde yeni bir ¢cagi baglatmis sayilan Fatih Sultan Mehmed
1444’te henliz 13 yasindayken tahta ¢ikti. Iki y1l siiren bu saltanat
donemmde gergek denetim, kudretli vezirazam GCandarh Halil Pa-
sa’'nin elindeydi. 1444 sonbaharmda Macar krali idaresinde yeni bir
Hagli ordusu Balkanlar’i gegerek Edirne’ye yakin Varna kalesine ka-
dar ilerledigi zaman Bizans'ta Osmanh tehlikesinden kurtulma umu-
du en yiiksek noktaya ulasti. Bu buhranli durumda Candarli, Sultan
II. Murad acele ordunun basina ¢agirdl. Varna'daki Osmanl zaferi
(10 Kasim 1444), Osmanl Devleti’ni cokme tehlikesinden kurtard.
Osmanlilar, 1439'da Floransa'ya giderek bu Hach saldinsini tesvik
eden Bizans imparatorunu sorumlu tutuyorlardi. Konstantinopolis’i
almak, artik her ne pahasina olursa olsun Bizans'i ortadan kaldir-
mak karanna o zaman vardilar. Il. Murad, Varna zaferinden sonra da
Gandarli’nin arzusuna karsin, oglu 1L Mebmed 1 tahtta birakty; clinkd
Istanbul'da Orhan Celebi Osmanh tahti izerinde hak iddia etmektey-
di. Ote yandan, II. Mehmed’in lalalan, Varna savasmm gercek kahra-
mani Sehabeddin Pasa ve Zaganos Pasa genc sultan: tahtta tutmak

Res.1 Yaklasik 1500'de Tarihi Yanmada, {stanbul
(The Encyciopaedia of Islam).

Fig.1 Historical Peninsula of Istanbul in about 1500 AD
(The Encyclopaedia of Islam).

from Europe, i.e. a Crusade, was the sole
remedy for the survival of Istanbul. In 1371, the
Byzantine Emperor loannes V Palaeologus had
visited the Pope in Rome and discussed the
prospects of the union of the two churches and
a new Crusade against the Ottomans. The
preparations for this Crusade were led by the
Venetians who had established econemic control
over Istanbul. The city of Constantinople had
been under the siege of Bayezid I since 1394.
Finally, in 1396, a huge Crusade formed by
volunteers from many countries including
Germany, France and Italy, proceeded as far as
Nicopolis under the command of the Hungarian
King Sigismond, with the aim of liberating
Istanbul and expelling the Ottomans from the
Balkans. Meanwhile, the Venetian fleet had
sailed to the Black Sea and established contact
with the Crusaders along the river Danube. The
Crusaders were badly defeated by Bayezid near
Nicopolis (September 25, 1396). The Byzantine
Emperor, on returning to Constantinople, had to
make peace with the Ottomans and accepted the
establishment of a Turkish district and the
presence of an Ottoman kadt (cadi) in the city, as
well as agreeing to pay a tribute of 10,000 gold
coins annually. Although the Venetians started
to be seriously concerned about the fall of the
city into the hands of Ottomans, when
Tamerlane defeated Bayezid and took him
prisoner during the Ankara Battle (1402),
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amaciyla Istanbul'un fethi igin derhal harekete gecmek gerektiZine
inaniyorlardi. Fakat 1446'da Candarls, bir yenigeri isyam gikartti; co-
cuk sultanin duruma hakim olamadigini ileri stirerek Sultan Muradh
tekrar tahta ¢ikardi. Gernc sultan, Manisa'ya génderildi. 18 Subat
1451'de, babasinin olimil dzerine tekrar tahta gecinceye kadar bes
yillik stre, geng adamin bilgi ve deneyimi bakimindan son derece
onemlidir.

19 yaginda ikinci kez tahta gikan II. Mehmed, icte ve dista zayif bir
hiktmdar sayihyordu. Bu sebeple Istanbul’un fethi, kendi saltanati-
nin pekismesi bakimindan bir zaruretti. Ulema simifindan gelen Can-
darlidan farkli olarak Sehabeddin ve Zaganos, asker pasalard; Istan-
bul'un fethinin 1444 Varna zaferinden sonra gl olmadigina inan-
yorlar; geng sultanin ve kendilerinin iktidan tam olarak ellerine ge-
¢irmede fethin zorunlu oldugunu dusiintiyorlardi. O siralarda Bizans
imparatoru, Osmanli tahtindaki gen¢ sultanin rakibi Orhan Celebi’yi
yaninda tutuyor ve Mehmed'in saltanatini tehdit ediyordu. Orhan,
1444'te Istanbul'dan Rumeli’ye gegerek bir isyan girisiminde bulun-
mustu. Onun 1453 kusatmasinda surlar istunde Fatih’e karsi savas-
tigin1 gorecegdiz. Bizans diplomasisi, daima Hacl: seferleri kiskirtarak
veya bir Osmanli middei sehzadesini Istanbul'da barindirarak Os-
manlilar’t bansa zorlamaktaydi. Béylece sultanin Istanbul kusatma-
sina neden tam da 1453 baharnnda girismis oldugunu agiklamaya ca-
histik.

Goruldigl gibi Osmanhlar, Anadolu ve Rumelide kurmus olduklan
imparatorlugun yasayabilmesi i¢in Istanbul’u mutlaka almak gerekti-
gini 1394’ten beri anlamisglar; ama birtakim engeller yiziinden bunu
gerceklestirememislerdi. Ayrnica, fetihin gecikmesindeki stratejik ne-
denleri de hatirlamak gerekir. Konstantinopolis'i dinyanin o dénem-
deki en gticlli surlan korumaktaydi. Kentin deniz yolu ile askeri yar-
dim ve erzak almasi kolaydy; ikincisi, kenti kurtarmak icin batidan
Hacli ordularn ve donanmalari, 1396'da oldugu gibi, her zaman hare-
kete gecebilirdi. Uglinclsii, Osmanh ordusu kusatma ile ugrasirken
Rumeli ve Anadolu'da yerli hanedan ve senyorler ayaklanabilirlerdi.
Hukimeti mutlak bigcimde elinde tutan Candarh ailesi her seyden
once bu tehlikeleri hesap ederek yeni bir kugsatmaya karsiydilar. On-
lar, I. Bayezid kusatmasinin sonuglarini ileri sirmekteydi. Nihayet Bi-
zans tekvurunun genellikle Osmanlhlar’a tabiligi kabul etmis olmas,
boylece iki taraf arasinda bir uzlasmanin yerlesmis olmasi da dnemli
bir faktordir. Osmanh ticecar ve yiksek sinif mensuplar icin ticaret
ve para isleri bakimindan Istanbul ve Pera’nin buyiik énemi vardi,
dolayisiyla bu iligkileri bozmak istemiyorlardi. Iste II. Mehmed ve ve-
zirleri, butiin bu durumlan gézoéninde tutarak, hicbir dnlemi thmal
etmeden kusatma kosullanni buyuk bir dikkatle hazirladilar. Geng
Sultan, 1451'de tahta ¢ikinca kudretli veziri Candarli’y: bertaraf ede-
medi, ama onu kendi amaglarna hizmet etmeye zorladi. Candarli,
Fetih’in aslinda kendi iktidannin ve belki yagsaminin sonu olacagint
bildigi halde, kusatmay: hazirlama bakimindan ustaca diplomatik
onlemler aldi: Venedik ve Macaristan’ tatmin eden kosullarla baris
anlasmalar yapti, boylece Batida Hacli hazirhklanni 6nledi. Kara-
man Beyligi'ne Anadolu'da arazi birakilarak bitaraflifi saglandi. Ote
yandan, Bogaz'da Anadolu Hisarn karsisinda kisa zamanda biliyiik bir
kale, Rumeli Hisan yaptirildi (Ocak-Agustos 1452) ve sultan bundan
sonra Bogaz'dan hicbir geminin izinsiz gecemeyecegini ilan ettl. Yeri
ve plani bizzat II. Mehmed tarafindan belirlenen bu hisarn bir gorevi
de, Istanbul’un baglca erzak kaynag olan Karadeniz trafigini kes-
mekti. Ayni zamanda kusatma basarsizlikla sonuclanirsa, kentin ab-

2}

Constantinople was liberated.

The Ottomans made two further attempts to
conquer Byzantiurm, one in 1411 and the other
in 1422,

SULTAN MEHMED II AND THE IDEA OF

CONQUEST

Sultan Mehmed II, who marked the beginning of
a new age in world history, ascended the throne
in 1444, at the age of 13. During this first two-
year period of sultanate, the actual control was
held by his mighty Grand Vizier Gandarli Halil
Pasha. Byzantium’s hopes of getting rid of the
Ottoman threat reached a climax, when in
autumn 1444 a new Crusade led by the King of
Hungary proceeded through the Balkans and
reached the fortress of Varna near Edirne. Under
these critical conditions, Candarh Halil urgently
called Murad I to take command of the army.
The Ottoman victory in Varna (November 1o,
1.444) saved the Ottornan State from being
destroyed. The Ottornans held the Byzantine
Emperor responsible for encouraging this
Crusade during his visit to Florence in 1439.
This was when the Ottomans decided that it haa
become inevitable to conquer Constantinople
and annihiiate Byzantium at any cost. After the
victory at Varna, despite the objections of
Candarh, Murad II left his son Mehmed I at the
throne, on which Orhan Gelebi in Istanbul was
also asserting a claim. On the other hand,
Sehabeddin and Zaganos Pashas, the tutors (lala)
of Mehmed 11, who were the real heroes of the
Varna victory, insisted on immediate action for
the conquest of Istanbul in order to ensure that
Mehmed II remained in power. However, after an
arranged Janissary rebellion organized by
Candarli in 1446, it was ciaimed that Mehmed 11
was incapable of ruling the State and Murad 11
restored to the throne. The young Sultan was
sent to Manisa. The five years that elapsed until
the death of his father on February 18, 14571,
when he was enthroned again, contributed
greatly to the young Sultan’s skill and
experience,

Mehmed II, now for the second time on the
throne at the age of 19, was regarded as a weak
sovereign both within and outside the country.
For this reason, the conquest of Istanbul had
become imperative for Mehmed II to strengthen
his position. $ehabeddin and Zaganos Pashas,
who had military backgrounds unlike Candarl
who was of religious origin, thought that the
conquest of Istanbul should not prove to be very
difficult, especially after the victory in Varna.
They considered the conquest absolutely
necessary for the re-assertion of the Sultan’s as
well as their own powers. The Byzantine
Emperor threatened Mehmed II's sultanate by
keeping Orhan Gelebi, the rival of the young
Sultan, in Istanbul. In 1444, Orhan Gelebi had
proceeded from Istanbul to Rumelia and made
an attempt to organize a rebellion. During the
1453 siege he was among the fighters against
Mehmed II. The Byzantine policy to force the
Ottomans to peace consisted of inciting new
Crusades and of keeping a claimant to the
Ottoman sultanate in Istanbul. The above
developments explain to some extent why the
Sultan initiated the siege of istanbul exactly
during the spring of the year 1453.

It is clear that, since 1394, the Ottomans were
conscious of the fact that they had to conquer
Istanbul if the Empire they established in
Anatolia and Rumelia was to survive, but they
had been unable to achieve this aim due to
certain adverse conditions. Moreover, the
postponement of the conquest also had some
strategic reasons. First of all, Constantinople
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lukasi 1¢in bu hisar bir askeri ts olarak kullanilacakti. Macar Urban,
sultana surlan yikmasi i¢in o zamana kadar gérilmemis giicte bii-
ylk toplar dokti. Bu arada Galata lizerinden Hali¢'teki gemileri vur-

mak 1¢in havan toplan yapildi. Topguluk alanindaki bu yenilikler ger- |
< t

cekten yeni bir ¢agin baslangicint simgeler; ¢linkd, Balkanlarda ve
Avrupa'da kalelerine siginan yerli senyorlerin bertaraf edilmesinde,
feodalitenin yikilis1 ve merkeziyetci monarsilerin kurulmasinda top-
culuktaki bu gelismeler 6nemli bir faktor olmustur. Fatih'in toplan
surlan yerle bir ederek, Osmanlh ordusunun kente girmesini saglaya-
caktir.

Geng sultan her aynntiyr distinmus; surlarin altina patlayict madde-
ler koymak i¢in lagim agacak usta lagimailar, Sirbistan'daki maden
ocaklarnndan getirtmis; kente denizden yardimi dnlemek ve gelecek
bir donanmayi karsilamak i¢in Osmanh donanmasim yeni gemilerle
gliclendirmistir. Bu donanmada, o zaman baglica savag gemisi sayi-
lan 30 kadirga vardy; Gagdas kaynaklar, kiicik yardimaet gemilerle bir-
likte bu donanma igin 150 ile 350 arasinda degisen rakamlar vermek-
tedir. Bununla beraber donanmanin kusatma sirasindaki basansizli-
ginin bir ara ciddi bir bunalima yol actigini gérecegiz. Geng sultan,
tecriibeli asker vezirler Sehabeddin ve Zaganos’un yardimi ile kara
ordusunu da yeniden orgiitledi. Yeniceri ordusunun mevcudu g bin-
den 1o bine ¢ikarldi.

KUSATMA VE FETIH

Bizans imparatoru, 1452'de Rumeli Hisar'nin yapilmasiyla beraber
bir kugatmaya karsi hazirhga baslamis, surlar: tamir ettirmis, acil
yardim i¢in Venedik'e adam gondermis, Cenevizli Giovanni Giustini-
ani-Longo yoo kisilik segme bir kuvvetle Istanbul’a getirilmisti. Latin
asilli butin kent halky, basta Venedikliler, Katalanlar ve Pera'dan ge-
len Cenevizliler savunmaya hazirland:lar. Hali¢te besi Venedikli, besi
Cenevizli 26 gemi savas i¢in hazir hale getirildi. Bir sayima gore,
kentte silah tasiyabilir 983 Rum ve 2000 kadar yabanci vardi. Savun-
ma kuvvetleri 7000t buluyordu. Imparatorun yanina siginmis olan
Orhan Celebi adamlanyla birlikte savunmaya katilacakti.

II. Mehmed, toplart ve 70 bin kisilik esas kuvvetleriyle Edirne'den ha-
reket etti. Donanma da Mart ayinda Gelibolu'dan ayrildi. 2 Nisan'da
Osmanli 6ncili kuvvetleri Konstantinopolis 6ntindeydi. Ayn: giin im-
parator, Hali¢ girisini zincirle kapatma emrini verdi. 6 Nisan gind
geng sultan, esas kuvvetleri ile Konstantinopolis éniine gelerek ota-
gin1 St Romanus Kapis: 6ntinde kurdu. Asagida bashca olaylarla ku-
satmanin kronolojisi verilmistir.

6-7 Nisan: Ik top atesi baglar. Edirnekapi yakininda surlann bir kismt
yikilir. Geceleyin savunucular bu gedigi kapatirlar. Hendeklerin dol-
durulmasina ve yeraltinda lagimlarin kazilmasina baglanir.

9 Nisan: Baltaoglu Siileyman Bey Hali¢’e girmek icin ilk saldiriy: ya-
par.

11 Nisan: Blylk toplarla surlann dévilmesine baslanir. Surlar yer
yer yikilir, ama savunucular, aga¢ kaziklar ve toprak doldurulmus
torbalarla siper yapip gedigi kapatmaya calisirlar.

12 Nisan: Baltaoglu, zincirin 6te yaninda Hali¢'t koruyan Hiristiyan

gemilerine saldinr. Deniz savasinda yluksek bordal Hiristiyan gemi-
leri Gistiin gelir. Bu bagan kent halk: ve savunuculann seving gosteri-
lerine yol acar. Osmanl ordusuda moral bozuklugu basgdsterir. Sul-
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was then safeguarded by one of the world’s
strongest city wall systems. The city could easily
receive military aid and provisions by sea.
Secondly, armies and fleets of Crusades from the
West were at any time teady to make a move to
support the city, as they had done in 1396. Third
and last, it was possible for the local dynasties
and seigniors in Anatolia and Rumelia to revolt,
while the Ottoman army was occupied with the
siege of Istanbul. Gandarl;, who was in absolute
control of the government, objected to the idea
of a new siege, in view of the above mentioned
dangers. He based his arguments on the failure
of the former siege by Bayezid I. Another
important factor was that the Byzantine ruler
had in general accepted submission to the
Ottomans and had thereby established a modus
vivendi between the parties. Also, Istanbul and
Pera were of primary importance to the Ottoman
upper class members and merchants and they
therefore had no intention of disturbing the
status quo. Mehmed Il and his viziers, after
carefully contemplating all these factors, and
without neglecting any measures, started to
make preparations for the siege. The young
Sultan, after ascending the throne in 1451, was
unable to eliminate his mighty vizier Candarl,
but instead forced him to serve for his own
objectives. Candarli was conscious of the fact
that the conquest would possibly be the end of
his power and maybe even his life; nevertheless
he skillfully took the necessary diplomatic
measures for the siege: He signed peace treaties
containing satisfactory terms for Venice and
Hungary, thus preventing a possible Crusade
from the West. Some land in Anatolia was
granted to the Karaman principality to
guarantee its neutrality. In addition, in a short
period of ime (January-August 1452), a new and
large fortress (Rumeli Hisan) was built on the
Bosphorus just opposite the older Anadolu
Hisan and the Sultan declared that no ships
would be allowed to pass through the Bosphorus
without a permit. Another function of this
fortress, the location and plan of which had
been determined by Mehmed II himself, was to
cut off access to Istanbul from the Black Sea, a
major source of food for the city. Moreover, in
the event that the siege was unsuccessful, the
fortress would be used as a military base for the
blockade the city. Very large and powerful
cannons were cast for the Sultan by the
Hungarian master Urban. Meanwhile, mortars
were built to bombard the ships in the Golden
Horn from the heights of Galata. These
innovations in the field of gunnery mark the
beginning of a new epoch in history because
they played a significant role in the overthrow of
the local seigniors who were taking refuge in
their castles in Europe and the Balkans, and
thus contributed to the collapse of the feudal
system and the emergence of centralist
monarchies. The cannons of Mehmed Il were to
completely destroy the city walls and open up
the way for the Ottoman army to enter the city.

The young Sultan had scrutinized every detail:
Skilled sappers to place explosives under the
city walls were brought in from the mines in
Serbia and the Ottornan fleet was fortified with
new ships in order to prevent any possible aid to
the city by the sea and to confront any enemy
fleet. The Ottoman fleet comprised 30 kadirgas
(galley), the main warship of those times.
Contemporary sources report that this fleet
consisted of 150 to 300 ships, including the
small vessels. However, as we will see later, the
failure of the fleet during the siege led to a
serious crisis for a while. The young Sultan
reorganized his territorial forces with the
assistance of his experienced viziers $ehabeddin
and Zagangcs, increasing the number of

e e
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tanin emriyle havan topu yapilarak Halic'teki gemilerin dovilmesine
baslanir; bir disman kadirgasinin batinilmasi morali ytkseltir.

18 Nisan: ilk biiylik saldin. O gece davullar calarak mesalelerle “top
yikig1” kesiminde saldirt yapilir. Kaziklarla yapilmis siperi yakma gi-
risimi dort saat surer, sonug alinamaz.

20 Nisan: Papa'nin gonderdigi erzak ve silah yikli ¢ Ceneviz gemisi
ile bugday yiklu bitylik bir Bizans gemisi Canakkale’yi gecip, cuma
sabahi Konstantinopolis ontine gelir. Sultan kiyiya gelerek Baltaog-
lu'na gemileri ele gegirmesi veya batirmasi i¢in siki emirler verir; ki-
yidaki buyuk yuk gemilerine asker ve silah koyarak yardima gonde-
rir. Istanbul halk: Akropolis Tepesi'ne (Topkap: Saray: tepesi) yig1l-
mis, sonucu kaygiyla izlemektedir. O sirada bir lodos ¢ikar, kabaran
deniz Osmanl gemilerinin manevrasini giglestirir, yuksek bordalt
disman gemilerinden atilan ok ve kargilar, Osmanh kadirgalan icin-
de yaklasan askere goz agtirmaz. Donanmasinin bir sey yapamadigi-
n1 gorerek gazaba gelen geng sultan, si1g denize atini strerek adeta
savasa bizzat katilmak ister. Aksama dogru riizgar birden lodostan
poyraza gevirir ve yelkenlerini sisiren dort Hiristiyan gemisi Osmanh
donanmasini yararak Hali¢'e yaklasir. Baltaoglu donanma ile Dolma-
bahge’ye doner, geceleyin dort gemi alcaltilan zincirin Gizerinden Ha-
li¢’e girip kurtulur. Bu savasta, bir hesaba gore Hiristiyanlar 23, Os-
manhlar yaklasik 300 kisi kaybetmistir. Sultanin gazabina ugrayan
Baltaoglu idamdan gugliikle kurtulur. Donanma kumandanhigina
Hamza Bey getirilir. Basarisizlik Osmanli ordusunda ciddi bir bozgun
havas: estirir; savasa katilanlardan bazilan orduyu terk etmeye bas-
lar. Buna karsin sultan bir yandan bombardimanin siddetlendirilme-
sini emreder; Lykos (Bayrampasa Deresi) Vadisi’nde bliytik Bakatati-
nianos Kulesi tahrip edilir. Ote yandan sultan donanmasini Dolma-
bah¢e'den Hali¢’e'indirmek i¢gin faaliyettedir. Bu proje, kuskusuz ¢ok
zaman 6nce disunilmilg ve Galata’nin kara surlarn boyunca Topha-
ne'den Kasimpasa'ya bir yol insa edilmis, gemileri ¢ekecek kizaklar
yapilmisgtir.

22 Nisan: Sabahtan okiizlerin cektigi ve ylzlerce kisinin iki taraftan
halatlarla dengeledigi yo kadar gemi kizaklar tizerinde karada seyre
baslar. Ogleye kadar 70 gemi savunucularin hayret ve korku dolu
gozleri ontnde Halig'e iner.

28 Nisan: Savunuculann Hali¢’e inen gemileri yakma girisimi, bunu
vaktinde haber almis olan sultamin kiyidan actif1 siddetli top atesi ile
sonugsuz birakilir. Disman gemilerinden ikisi tahrip edilir. Halig za-
feri, Osmanlilar'in cesaretini yiikselten biylk bir bagarnydi. Boylece
kent, butilin deniz surlan yoniinden kusatilmis bulunuyordu. Cene-
vizliler, tarafsiz gériinmekle birlikte, el altindan gida ve asker yardi-
mi géndererek savunuculan desteklemekteydiler; ama Osmanh do-
nanmasi Halice inince tam tarafsizligl gozetmek zorunda kaldilar.
Sultan, Hali¢'in iki yakasindaki kuvvetler arasinda ulastirmay: kolay-
lagtirmak i¢in Ayvansaray ile Siitliice arasinda bir kopri yaptirdi.
Kopri, birbirine siki sikiya bagh byiik variller Gistine kalaslar dose-
nerek yapilmisti. Képriiden agir top arabalan gegebilir veya yan yana
bes kisi ylriiyebilirdi. Képriye bagh platform tzerine toplar yerlesti-
rildi ve Blakhernai surlan dévilmeye baslandi.

Bununla beraber Osmanli donanmasi Hali¢'i tam olarak denetim alti-
na almis degildi. Disman gemileri Hali¢’in asag: kesiminde bekliyor-
du. Kentte erzak sikintis: artt1, disaridan yardim gelmezse aghktan

teslim olma olasiligy ortaya ¢iktl. Bitdn {imit, Venedik donanmasinin

Janissaries from 5000 to 10,000.

THE SIEGE AND THE CONQUEST

After the construction of the Rumeli Fortress in
1452, the Byzantine Emperor began to make
preparations against a possible siege. The city
walls were repaired; messengers were sent to
Venice to ask for immediate assistance and a
skilled military force of 700 soldiers led by the
Genoese Giovanni Giustiniani-Longo was
brought to Istanbul. All inhabitants of the city
who were of Latin origin -especially the
Venetians, the Catalans and the Genoese from
Pera- were prepared to defend the city. A total of
26 warships, five Venetian and five Genoese
ships among them, were made ready for a battie
at the Golden Horn. According to a census, there
were 83 Byzantines and 2000 foreigners in the
city who were capable of using weapons. The
forces of defense totalled 7000 people. Orhan
Celebi, who had taken refuge with the Byzantine
Emperor would also join the defense forces
together with his men.

Mehmed II departed from Edirne with his
cannons and his main forces of 70,000 men. The
fleet departed from Gallipoli in March. On April
2nd, the Ottoman vanguard forces arrived at
Constantinople. On the same day, the Emperor
ordered that the entrance to the Golden Horn be
closed with a chain. On April 6th, the young
Sultan, together with his main forces, arrived at
Constantinople and erected his otag (imperial
tent) before the St Romanus Gate. The major
events of the siege are outlined below in
chronological order.

April 6th and yth: First bombardment started.
Some portion of the city walls near Edirnekap:
collapsed. The breach in the wall was filled up
by the Byzantines at night. The filling of the
trenches and the digging of the underground
tunnels started.

April gth: First attack to enter the Golden Horn
was launched by Baltaoglu Siileyman Bey.

April 11th: Large cannons stared bombarding
the city walls. The walls collapsed partially, but
the defense forces endeavored to repair them
with wooden piles and earth filled bags.

April 12th: Baltaoglu attacked the Christian
ships guarding the Golden Horn on the other
side of the chain. The Christian ships, with
higher boardsides, won the sea battle. The
success of the ships gave rise to celebrations
among the inhabitants of the city and the
defense forces. The Ottoman army started to
become demoralized. Mortars were built with
the Sultan’s instructions and enemy ships in the
Golden Horn began to be bombarded. The
sinking of an enemy ship helped to boost up the
morale of the Ottoman forces.

April 18th: First major attack. That night,
Ottoman soldiers, with drums and torches in
their hands, attacked the “Cannon Breach” area.
Attempts to set fire to the wooden palisades,
which lasted for four hours, remained
inconclusive however.

April 20th: Three Genoese ships carrying food
and weapons sent by the Pope and a Byzantine
ship carrying wheat passed through the
Dardanelles and on Friday moming arrived at
Constantinople. The Sultan came to the shore
and ordered Baltaoglu to capture or sink these
ships. Moreover, he sent large cargo ships
carrying soldiers and weapons for further
support. The inhabitants of the city gathered at
the Acropolis (the Topkap: Palace hill), anxiously
waiting for the result. A southwest wind broke
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vaktinde yetismesine baghydi. 13 Nisan'da Amiral Alviso Longo'ya
verilen talimatta hizla Tenedos'a (Bozcaaada) gitmesi emrediliyordu.
Tenedos'ta baskaptan Loredano’nun gelip kendisine katilmasim bek- | |
leyecekti. Sonra butin filo Konstantinopolis’e hareket edecek impa- !
ratorun emir altina girecekti. Venedik, sultanla imparator arasinda \
bans yapilmasini da uzak bir olasilik olarak gormiiyordu. Eger fetih | ¢
olmus ise, donanma ile giden elgi Bartolomeo Marcello, sultana gidip | |
Venedik'in banssever niyetleri hakkinda kendisine glivence verecek-
t1. Goruluyor ki, Venedik kentin dlismesi konusunda fazla kaygil: de-
gildi ve isleri agirdan aliyordu. Papalik da, Venedik'ten kiralayip
Konstantinopolis'e gondermeyi diistindiigu bes kadirga icin acele et-
miyordu. Bu durum, Osmanh diplomasisi lehine kaydolunacak bir
nottur. Hali¢ zaferinden sonra sultan, kara sularinda bombardimana
devam ediyor; Hali¢'teki donanmasi zaman zaman saldirir gibi yapa-
rak diismani tedirgin ediyor ve Blakhernai dubalardaki toplarla do- |
villiyordu. O gunlerde, imparator, Cenevizliler aracihgiyla sultanla P
gorisme istedi. Cenevizliler'in bir barnstan kazanglan ortadaydi. Sul-
tan, kosulsuz teslim karsiiginda kent halkinin cani ve mali i¢in gi-
vence veriyordu. Teslimden sonra imparator serbestce Mora'ya gide-
bilirdi. Kent distikten sonra Lukas Notaras, sultana kenti teslim et-
meyi dustindtklerini, fakat Italyanlar'in razi olmadiklanini séyleye-
cektir. Bir ara imparatorun kacmasini ve Balkanlar'da bir ordu hazir-
layarak disanidan savasla kenti kurtarmasini tavsiye edenler oldu.
Ancak kentten ayrilirsa savunmanin ¢okecegi dlisiincesinde olan im-
parator bunu kabul etmedi. Hali¢’'te demirli, ipek yiikli bir Ceneviz
gemisinin top atesiyle batmasi Uzerine Galata idaresi sultana taraf-
sizhigr hatirlatarak sikayette bulundu. Fetih'ten sonra incelenip 6din
verilecegi yanit: verildi. Osmanlilar kuskusuz Galata’daki Cenevizli-
ler'in savasa katilmasini istemiyorlarda.

7 Mayis: Osmanh kuvvetleri, agir bombardimandan sonra gecenin itk
saatlerinde Topkap: kesiminde doldurulan hendegi gecerek biiyiik bir
saldinn baslatti. Carpisma g saat siirdiiyse de, Osmanl askeri gedik-

teki siperi agsamadi.

12 Mayis: Gece yarisy, surlarin zayif bir kesimi olan Blakhernai ve
Theodosius surlarinin bitistigi yere blytk bir saldir1 yapildi, ama so-
nuc¢ alinamadi.

13 Mayis: Halig'teki Hiristiyan gemileri Neorion Limani’'na (Sirkeci)
siginmislardl. Savunmacilar, Blakhernai kesiminin onarnmi ve korun-
mas! i¢in bir kisim gemi tayfasini ve toplar buraya getirdiler.

16 Mayis: Blakhernai'yi doven toplar esas saldiri kesimi olan Lykos
Vadisi'ne kaydinldi.

16-17 Mayis: Osmanli donanmasi Dolmabahce’den Halig Uzerine ha-

reket etti; ama zincirin gerisindeki savunucular karsisinda geri ¢ekil-
di.

16-23 Mayis: Karada top atesine ve lagim kazmaya devam edildi.

18-23 Mayis: Sultanin yeni bir sirpriz girisimi gerceklestirildi. Agag-
tan bir yiriir-kule Meseteinon (Topkapi) kesiminde surlara dogru yi-
ritiildd. Kulenin himayesi altinda hendegin doldurulmasina devam
edildi. Ylrir-kulenin savunucular tarafindan yakilmasi ve lagimlann
etkisizlestirilmesi, bu girisimi sonugsuz biraktu. |

23 Mayis: Bir Venedik brigantini, Osmanl gemilerinin kovalamasin-
dan kurtulup Hali¢’e girdi. Venedik donanmasindan veya Macar-
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and the Ottoman ships had difficulty in
maneuvering on the rough sea. Arrows and
lances fired from the enemy ships gave the
approaching Ottoman soldiers no chance to
recover. The young Sultan, cbserving the
helplessness of his fleet, was infuriated and
rode his horse into the shallow waters, as if
trying to join the battle personally. Towards the
evening, the wind suddenly changed its
direction to northeast and four Christian ships
with full-blown sails broke through the Ottoman
fleet and approached the Golden Horn. Baltaoglu
returned to Dolmabahge with his fleet and at
night the four Christian ships entered the
Golden Horn, sailing over the chain which had
been loosened by the Byzantines. It has been
estimated that the Christians lost 23 and the
Ottomans approximately 300 men in this battle.
The Sultan got furious about the defeat and
Baltaoglu barely escaped execution. After this
event, Hamza Bey was appointed the new
cornmander of the fleet. This defeat created a
serious crisis among the Ottomans and some
soldiers who took part in the battle started to
leave the Army. In spite of these events, the
Sultan ordered the intensification of the
bombardment and the big Bakatatinianos Tower
in the Lycus (Bayrampasa) Valley was destroyed.
On the other hand, the Sultan made plans to
launch the fleet to the Golden Horn through
Dolmabahge. Obviously, these plans had been
made a long time before the siege and slip ways
had been built on the road connecting Tophane
and Kasimpasa, along the land walls of Galata.

April 22nd: In the morning, around 70 ships,
driven by oxen and balanced on both sides by
ropes pulled by hundreds of men, started to
move overland. By midday the 7o ships, were
launched down into the Golden Horn, with the
Byzantine defense forces gazing in astonishment
and fear at this incredible event.

April 28th: The attempt of the defense forces to
set fire to the ships which had entered the
Golden Hom was discovered by the Sultan on
time and this attack was prevented by heavy
bombardment from the shores. Two enemy
ships were destroyed. The victory in the Golden
Horn was a great source of encouragement for
the Ottomans. With this victory, all the sea walls
of the city were surrounded by Ottoman forces.
Although they pretended to be impartial, the
Genoese secretly supplied the defense forces
with food and soldiers. However, when the
Ottoman fleet appeared in the Golden Horn, they
became obliged to act with full neutrality. The
Sultan ordered the construction of a bridge
between Ayvansaray and Siitliice to facilitate the
transportation of the military forces located on
both sides of the Golden Horn. The bridge
consisted of wooden logs placed on large barrels
which were firmly tied to one another. Heavy
gun carriages could be conveyed across the
bridge, which was wide enough for five men to
walk side by side. Cannons to bombard the city
walls at Blachernae were also placed on the
bridge.

However, the Ottoman fleet had not been able to
establish complete control over the Golden Horn.
Enemy ships were waiting in the lower parts.
The food shortage in the city became more
severe, increasing the possibility of surrendering
if no aid from without arrived. The only hope
was the arrival of the Venetian fleet on time. On
April 13th, Admiral Alviso Longo was instructed
to go to the Island of Tenedos (Bozcaada)
immediately, where he would wait for Captain
Loredano to join him. Then the whole fleet
would sail to Constantinople and request orders
from the Emperer. According to Venice, a peace
agreement between the Sultan and the Emperor
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lardan haber yoktu. Kentte umutsuzluk yayginlasmistl. Diger tarafta
Osmanl ordusu da tedirgindi; surlar yikilmsty, fakat asker hentiz ge-
nel bir saldirtdan alilkonmaktaydi. Macar elcileri sultana gelip, kralin
miuterakeyl tanmimadigin bildirdiler.

25 Mayis: Venedik donanmasi Ege'ye gelmis, durum sikisiktir. Impa-
ratora, kenti teslim etmesi i¢in Isfendiyar Beyoglu Ismail Bey yeniden
el¢i olarak gonderilir. O, imparatorun elcisiyle déner. Sultan 100 bin
altin odenmesini ve sehrin teslimini ister. Gitmek isteyenler butin
mallart ile kenti terk edebileceklerdir. Italyanlar teslime raz1 olmaz-
lar.

26 Mayis: Venedikliler'in ve Macarlar'in yardima gelmekte oldugu ha-
beri asker arasinda yayilir. Umutsuzluk yayginlasir; genc ve tecriibe-
siz sultana kars: sozler soylemekten cekinmezler. Bu durumda, son

bir genel saldin icin harp meclisi toplanir. Candarl Halil Pasa eski id-

dialanm tekrarlayarak cekilme karan alinmasinda direnir. Zaganos
Pasa buna siddetle karsi koyar ve Batililar'in birlesip saldiriya gece-
meyeceklerini, Osmanl: ordusunun denizden gelecek diismana kars:
kat kat Uistlin oldugunu ve korkmadan saldinya devam edilmesini
vurgular. Koca Turahan Bey ve Sehabeddin Pasa onu kuvvetle destek-
lerler. Genel bir saldiri karan alinir. Sultan, istemeyerek, “kentin tas:
topragt ve binalart benim, kalant askerin” diye {i¢ giin yagma izni verir.
Zaganos Pasa saldirt gununu belirlemek ve hazirhklan yapmakla go-
revlendirilir.

27 Mayis: Munadiler iki gin sonra genel saldin olacagini orduda ilan
ederler. Herkes hazirhiklanni yapmaya bagslar. “Top yikig1” kesiminde
bombardiman siddetlendirilir. Osmanl askeri gece hendegi doldur-
maya baslar.

28 Mayis: Askere istirahat izni verilir. Geng sultan, sabah Dolmabah-
ce'ye gidip donanmanin saldirt giniinde deniz surlarnna saldirmasim
emreder. Sonra, ordu saflanni dolasarak askeri yureklendirir. Ogle-
den sonra otaginda kumandanlari toplar ve mevcut kosullar altinda
basariya inancini ifade eder. Zaganos, Blakhernai kesiminde saldinya
katilmak i¢in Hali¢'ten kuvvetlerini bu yana gegirir. Osmanh ordu-
sunda tam bir sessizlik hakimdir. Kenttekiler son anin geldigini his-
sederek blyuk bir dini alay dlizenlerler. [lahiler, canlar kente vaveyla
verir. Imparator, son mecliste herkesi savunmaya ¢agirir; aksam Aya-
sofya’ya gider ve Blakhernaideki sarayina déner.

29 Mayis: Gece saat bir bugukta sultan saldin emri verir. Kentte, sur-
lar Gzerinde savunucular savas konumunu alirken, halk kiliselere
kosmus dua etmektedir. Biitlin ordu karadan ve denizden tekbir
avazlan, davul ve nakkare seslerinin sagir edici gliriltiisii icinde ha-
rekete geger. Ik saldiny: baglica yaya ve azeplerden olugan hafif pi-
yade kuvvetler! yapar; digmani yipratir. Onlar ¢ekilince karanlhikta,
Ishak Pasa kumandasinda Anadolu askeri saldiriya gecer. Safaktan
bir saat 6nce Urban’in topu agag siperde bir gedik agar, buradan gi-
ren 300 kadar Anadolu askerini savunucular yok eder. O zaman sul-
tan seckin kuvvetleri yenicerileri harekete gegirir. Yenigeriler, atilan
ok ve kargl perdesi arkasinda sarsilmadan gedige dogru yurirler.
Sultan hendegin yanina kadar gelir ve askeri ylreklendirir; yeniceri-
ler simdi gedikte diismanla gogiis goglise savagmaktadir.

Blakhernai'de agik kalmis kiiglik Kerkoporta'dan (Belgrad Kapisi) so
kisilik bir Osmanli kuvveti kente girmeyi basarmistir. O sirada “top
yikig1” kesiminde savasan Baskomutan Giustiniani agir yaralanarak
Hali¢'te bir Ceneviz gemisine ¢ekilir. Onu askerleri izler, imparator
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was not impossible. If the conquest had been
accomplished, Ambassador Bartolomeo
Marcello, who departed with the fleet, would go
to the Sultan and assure him of Venice’s good
intentions. It is obvious that the Venetians did
not much fear the fall of the city and were
therefore acting slowly. Also, the Pope was not
in a hurry to prepare the five warships he was
planning to hire from Venice to be sent to
Coustantinople. This situation was in favour of
the Ottomans. The Sultan, after the victory in
the Golden Horn, continued bombarding the
land walls of the city. The fleet in the Golden
Horn stirred up the enemy by pretending to
attack from time to time and the cannons
located on the bridge continued bombarding
Blakhernai. At this point, the Emperor, by the
mediation of the Genoese, requested to enter
into negotiations with the Sultan. The
advantages of a peace for the Genoese were
obvious. The Sultan promised to guarantee the
lives and property of the inhabitants agains: the

-unconditional surrender of the city. The Emperor

would then be free to go to Morea. After the
defeat, Lukas Notaras expressed that they were
thinking of surrendering the city to the Sultan,
but it was the Jtalians who cbjected. It was also
proposed that the Emperor should escape to the
Balkans and set up a new army to save the city.
However, the Emperor declined, thinking that his
departure from the city would lead to the
collapse of the defense forces. When a silk-
loaded Genoese ship in the Golden Horn was
sunk by Ottoman gunfire, the Genoese
government complained to the Sultan and
reminded him of their neutrality. The Suitan
replied that the incident would be investigated
after the conquest and duly compensated. It is
clear that the Ottomans did not want the
Genoese to get involved in the fight.

May 7th: Following heavy bombardment, during
the early hours of the night, the Ottoman forces
passed the filled-up trenches and initiated a
massive attack on the Topkap: region. The battle
lasted for three hours; the Ottoman forces
however, were unable to break through the
palisades in the trench.

May 12th: At midnight, an unsuccessful attack
was launched at the meeting point of the
Blachernae and the Theodosius walls, a weak
point of the city’s wall system.

May 13th: The Christian ships in the Golden
Horn had taken refuge at the Port of Neorion
(Sirkeci). Some crew and cannons were brought
to the Blachernae region to repair and guard the
walls.

May 16th: The cannons which were bombarding
Blachernae were shifted to the Lycus Valley, the
focal point of the attack.

May 16th and 17th: The Ottoman fleet departed
for the Golden Horn from Dolmabahge, but had
to retreat when it was confronted with the
defense forces behind the chain.

May 16th-May 23rd: Bombardment on the land
and the digging of tunnels continued.

May 18th-May 23rd: A new surprise plan of the
Sultan was implemented: A wooden moving-
tower was driven towards the city walls in the
Meseteinon (Topkapi) area. Under the protection
of the tower, the filling up of the trenches
continued. However, the defense forces set fire
to the tower and closed the tunnels, thus
rendering the implementation of the plan
impossible.

May 23rd: A Venetian brigantine escaping from
Ottoman ships entered the Golden Horn. There
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yalniz kalir. Durumu fark eden sultan, yeniceriyi o noktaya gonderir.
Ulubatl Hasan baltasiyla savasa savasa siperin Ustlinde yolu agar,
orada duser. Fakat arkasindan gelen yenigeriler gedige hakim olurlar.

Oradan i¢ surlara yururler ve hendege giren diismani yok ederek sur-

larin Ustlne ¢ikarlar. Uzakta, Kerkoportada Osmanl bayraklarinin
dalga Landlgml gorurler. Blakhernai'de savunma ¢okmus, Venedik bal-
yosu esir ahnmugtir. O sirada deniz surlanindan deniz azepleri de
kente girmistir. inparator, degerli esya dolu sandiklarla Hali¢'te bek-
leyen gemiye kagarken bir azep grubu ile karsilasir ve carpismada
olur.

Kente Osmanl askerinin sozde agik kalmis Kerkoportadan girdigi id-
dasimi butun Hiristiyan kaynaklar tekrar ederlerse de, o sirada ordu-
da bulunan Tursun Bey'e gbre kent “top yikdugt gediikten” fetih olun-
mustur.

ISTANBUL’UN OSMANLI TURK KENTI OLARAK YENIDEN INSASI

Fatih, Fetih'ten sonra “kayser” unvanini, hakan, sultan, halife ve pa-
digah unvanlarn arasina katti. Gagdas ltalyan kaynaklarnnin yineledi-
§i gibi, Istanbul’u fethettikten ve onu “payitaht” ilan ettikten sonra,

kendisini Dogu Roma (Bizans) imparatorlarinin halefi olarak gériiyor-

du. Fatih, “Konstantiniyye” cevresinde, eskiden Byzantion’a tabi bii-
tin Wkeleri feth etmek ve siki bir merkeziyetcilikle istanbul’'a bagla-
mak plamni benimsedi. Ornegin, Anadolu ve Balkanlar diginda Gu-
ney Kinm ve Glney {talya'y: (Buralan eskiden Bizans'a tabiydi) impa-
ratorluguna katma girisimleri dikkate degerdir. Stratejik bakimdan
da, Istanbul’un fethi ve Bogazlarda egemenlik, Anadolu ve Balkanlar,
Karadeniz ve Ege denizleri Uzerinde egemenlik, Osmanlh Imparator-
lugu'nun tam ve gercek anlamda kurulusunu ifade ediyordu. Fe-
tih’'ten sonra Fatih, anlaml bicimde Sultdn’ul Berreyn ve Hakdn'ul Bah-
reyn yani ki Karanin Sultan: ve iki Denizin Hakan: unvanini benim-
seyecek; 1454'te donanmasini Karadeniz ve Ege’ye gondererek bura-
daki yerel hitkkiimetlerden kendi egemenligini tanimalanni isteyecek-
tir. Fatih, Istanbul’u, Anadolu ve Balkanlar’i birlestiren emniyetli bir
kilit durumuna getirmek ve bu iki bolgeyi birlestiren yollari givence

-altina almak i¢in Ganakkale Bogazi'nin iki yaninda Kale-yi Sultaniye

(buglin Ganakkale) ve karsisinda Kilidiilbahr kalelerini yaptiracaktir.
Ote yandan Fatih, Anadolu ve Rumeli hisarlariyla Karadeniz'den ge-
lecek bir saldiriya kars: Istanbul’u ve iki kiy1 arasindaki trafigi giiven-
ce altina almisti. Bu tahkimatla Bogazlarda Tiirk egemenligi ilk kez
tam anlamiyla kurulmus oluyordu. Ayni zamanda denizde egemen-
lik i¢cin Osmanlilar, Fatih ve 6zellikle de I1. Bayezid (1481-1512) done-
minde, Akdeniz’in hakimi blylik deniz glicli Venedik'le boy dlciisebi-
lecek biylik bir donanma vicuda getirmeye ¢alistilar ve bunu 16.
yuzyilda basardilar.

Ege ve Karadeniz'de egemenlik ve Bogazlar'in emniyeti, [stanbul’un
gelismesi ve iagesi bakimindan da hayati dnemdeydi. Bizans ddne-
minde devlet Karadeniz ve Ege'de egemenligi Ceneviz ve Venedikli-
ler'e kapurdig ve Bogazlar serbest bir gecis yolu haline geldigi icin
Istanbul beslenmesi icin gerekli maddeleri almakta giicliik cekiyor ve
lagesi tamamuiyla Italyanlar'in insafina kaliyordu. Su nokta unutul-
mamahdir ki, hububat, et, odun gibi maddelerin Istanbul’a ulagmas:
ancak deniz yoluyla mimkundu; kara yolu son derece gii¢ ve paha-
liyd1. Osmanli idaresinde Istanbul'un 16. yiizyilda Avrupa'nin en bi-
yik kenti haline gelmesi olgusu, her seyden 6nce deniz ulagim yolla-
mnin devlet denetimi altina alinmasiyla mimkin olmustur, Misir'in

was no sign of a Venetian fleet or the
Hungarians. Meanwhile, discouragement spread
further in the city. The Ottoman army was
impatient, since it was still detained from
launching a general attack, aithough the city
walls were already destroyed. The Hungarian
eavoys notified the Sultan that the King did not
recognize the armistice signed before the siege.

May zsth: The Venetian flee: arrived at the
Aegean Sea and the situation became critical.
Isfendiyar Beyoglu Ismail Bey was sent to the
Emperor as a mediator to request the surrender
of the city. He returned together with the
Emperor's envoy. The Sultan requested them to
pay 100,000 gold coins and surrender the city.
Those willing to leave would be free to do so,
together with ali their property. However, the
Italians did not accept to give up.

May 26th: Rumors that Venetian and Hungarian
aid was on the way spread among the soldiers,
who became more discouraged and did not
refrain from bitterly criticizing the young and
inexperienced Sultan. Under these conditions,
the War Council convened to lock into the
possibilities of a final general attack. Candarh
Halil Pasha repeated his previous objections and
insisted on a retreat. Zaganos Pasha, however,
strongly opposed the idea and stated that the
Western forces could not start an allied attack
and that the Ottoman army was by far superior
to any enemy coming by sea and therefore the
attacks should be continued without delay. Koca
Turahan Bey and $ehabeddin Pasha supported
him and a decision for a general attack was
taken. The Sultan reluctantly gave permission
for three days of pillage by saying “The buildings
and stones of the city are mine, the rest is of the
soldiers.” Zaganos Pasha was assigned the task
of determining the date of the attack and
making the preparations.

May 27th: Public criers notified the army that in
two days a general attack would be made.
Everyone began to prepare for the attack. The
bombardment on the “Cannon Breach” area was
intensified. During the night, Ottoman soldiers
started filling up the trenches.

May 28th: Soldiers were granted a rest. In the
early moming, the young Sultan went to
Dolmabahge and instructed the fleet to bombard
the city walls when the attack starts. He then
visited the soldiers to boost up their morale. In
the afternoon, he gathered his commanders in
his tent and expressed his faith in victory under
the prevailing circumstances. Zaganos shifted
his forces at the Golden Horn to the other side to
join the attack in the Blachernae region. Deep
silence prevailed within the Ottoman army that
night. The inhabitants of the city, feeling that
their end was near, gathered for a big religious
ceremony. The city was filled with the sound of
bells and hymns. The Emperor, during the last
assembly, urged everyone tc defend the city. At
night he went to St Sophia and then returned to
his palace in Blachernae.

May 2gth: At half past one during the night, the
Sultan ordered his army to attack. The defense
forces on the city walls prepared for combat
while the inhabitants of the city crowded the
churches and prayed. The whole Ottoman army
on land and sea proceeded under the deafening
sounds of drums, military bands and prayers.
The initial attack to weaken the enemy was
launched by the light infantry, yayas and the
azeb soldiers. The next attack, after their retreat,
was launched by the Anatolian soldiers led by
ishak Pasha. One hour before dawn, the
cannons of Urban opened a breach in the
wooden shields. Around 300 Anatolian soldiers
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piring, fasulye ve baharaty; Kefe'nin bugday, yag ve salamura balig;
Dobruca, Akkerman ve Bogdan'min (Moldavya) et ve zahiresi; Kuzey

Anadolu’'nun odun ve tahtasy; Ege’'nin kuru meyveleri; Tesalya ve Trak-

ya'min bugday1; Marmara bolgesinin sebze ve meyvast hep deniz yo-
luyla Istanbul’a ulasiyordu. Ozetle, Osmanli doneminde Istanbul’un
dinyanin blylk metropollerinden biri haline gelmesi, kentin tekrar
“1k1 kara ve iki denizin” hakimi buyik bir imparatorlugun merkezi du-
rumuna gelisiyle mimkiin olmustur. 1453’ten sonra Bizans'in Kons-
tantinopolis’i 8lmus, Osmanli'min Istanbul’u dogmustur.

Osmanl toplumunun mutlak bir hikimdar idaresinde patrimonial
karakteri kentin yapilanmasina 6zel bu karakter vermistir. Nahiyeler
ve mahalleler, sultanin, devlet blytklerinin veya mahalle ilerigelen-
lerinin kurdugu cami ya da mescit kompleksleri ve onlara bagh sos-
yoekonomik gekirdekler cevresinde kurulmaktaydi.

55 gun icinde surlann yikihp kentin fethi, Osmanh Devleti'nin o za-
man eristigi teknolojik dlizeyi ve orgutleme glicind ortaya koyuyor
ve onun gelecek ylzyl icinde bir dunya imparatorlugu haline gelece-
gini haber veriyordu. Bliyiik Rumen tarihci N. Iorga, Istanbul Fatihi
igin su sozleri yazrmstir: “O, zaferi, arkasinda muazzam harabeler birak-
makta aramadi. Daha ¢ok feth ettigi sehrt sistemli bir sekilde insa etmek ve
daima yaratmak amacwt giitti.”

Fatih, Rumeli ve Anadolu'da askeri seferlerini “iki kara ve iki deniz”e
egemen merkeziyetcl imparatorlugu yaratma amaciyla yaptigl gibi,
temel bir kaygisi da Istanbul'u bu imparatorluga layik bir metropol,
gercek bir “payitaht” yapmakti. O, ayirt etmeksizin her tir mezhep-
ten insanin kente yerlesmesini ve gec¢imini saglamasi icin gereken
alt yap: onlemlerini aldi. O zamana kadar Bizans': golgede birakmis
olan Osmanli Bursa’s: ve Edirne’si gibi, yeni “payitaht” Istanbul, ge-
lismis bir Osmanl sehircilik gelenegi ile planh bir sekilde yeniden in-
sa edilmistir. Bu 6nemli nokta, simdiye kadar Bat1 literatiiriinde yete-
rince belirtilmemistir. Egemen bir iddiaya gore, Islam kentleri bu ara-
da Osmanh kenti, hicbir plan olmadan kendi haline birakilmis amorf
yerlesme alanlan durumundadir. Asagida verecegimiz ayrintili bilgi-
ler, bunun tersini kanitlamaktadir. Eski Yunan ve Roma kentleri gibi
Osmanl kentleri de planli yapilan ve ibadet, idare ve pazar yerlerini
iceren bir gekirdek ¢evresinde olusur. Bliylitk Osmanl kentlerinde ti-
caret ve endistri bolgesinin ¢ekirdegl sayilan Bedesten’in insasina
1456'da karar verilmistir (Bizans déneminde bu tiir yapilara Basilike
denirdi. Arap ulkelerinde Latince’den gelen kaysarriyya kelimesi kul-
lanilmugtir). Istanbul'da dokuma, silah ve 6teki degerli maddelerin
satildigr kubbeli bir bina olan ilk Bedesten'de 140 diitkkan ve “sandik”
vardi; en zengin tilccar (Bunlara tdcir-i kain denirdi) bu givenceli bi-
nada oturur ve ihra¢ mallan getirtmek icin tacir-i seffar denilen ajan-
larini kervan veya gemiyle uzak memleketlere gonderirler ya da sirf
kervan ticaretiyle ugrasan gezginci tiiccarla, kan paylasmak izere
mudabara sozlesmeleri yaparlardi. 1493'te Bedesten tliccannin 10'u
Ermeni, besi Yahudi, i¢i Rum ve kalan 122’si Misliman’d:l. Bu oran
sonralan gayri Mislimler lehine degisecektir. Fatih, ticaretin gelistigi
sonraki yillarda, ipekli kumaslar i¢in Sandal Bedesteni'ni (bugiin agik
arttirma i¢in kullanilan Mizeyede Salonu) yaptiracaktir. Her biyiik
Osmanl kentinde oldugu gibi, plana gore, Bedesten’in dort kapisin-
dan ¢ikan dort yolun cevresinde birbirine paralel sokaklarda carsilar
yer almaktayd1. Bu carsilardan, Dogu disuncesine gore en “asil”
olanlar, Bedesten’e en yakin siralanmisti. En uzakta, kullanilmis
mallan satan ticcann c¢arsisi olan Bit Pazan yer almistir. Bu carsila-
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entered through the breach; they were
annihilated by the defense forces however.
Observing this, the Sultan ordered his select
forces, the Jannisaries, to attack. The
Jannisaries, unshaken by the heavy fire of
arrows and lances, proceeded to the trenches.
The Sultan rode up to the breach and
encouraged his soldiers; the Jannisaries were
now fighting hand-to-hand with the enemy.

Meanwhile, an Ottoman force of 50 soldiers
managed to enter the city through the small
Kerkoporta ({the Belgrad Gate) at Blachernae,
which was unintentionally left open by the
Byzantines. The Commander-in-Chief
Giustiniani, who was fighting at the “Cannon
Breach” area, was gravely injured and escaped
to a Genoese ship at the Golden Horn. His
soldiers followed him, leaving the Emperor
alone. Learning about the event, the Sultan sent
the Janissaries there. Ulubathi Hasan, with a
battle axe in his hand, cleared the way over the
palisades, where he was killed by the enemy.
The Janissaries behind him, however, managed
to establish control at the breach. From there,
they proceeded to the inner walls and climbed
up the walls after annihilating the enemy
coming down the trenches. The Ottoman flag
erected at Kerkoporta could now be observed
from far away. The defense at Blakhernai had
collapsed and the Venetian ambassador had
been captured. Meanwhile, the naval azeb forces
entered the city through the sea walls. The
Emperor was confronted by a group of azeb
soldiers and was killed while he was trying to
escape with his treasure to a ship awaiting at
the Golden Horn.

The rumor that the Ottoman forces conquered
the city through the Kerkeporta, which was
allegedly left open by the Byzantines, is repeated
by all Christian sources. However, according to
Tursun Bey, who personally took part in the
battle, “the city was conquered through the Cannon
Breach”.

THE RESTRUCTURING OF ISTANBUL AS AN
OTTOMAN-TURKISH CITY

After the conquest, Mehmed II added the title
Kaiser to his other titles such as Hakan (Khan),
Sultan and Padishah. As is repeated in
contemporary Italian sources, Mehmed II, after
conquering Istanbul and declaring it as the
capital, considered himself the successor of the
Byzantine Emperors. He was planning to
conquer all lands which were previously subject
to the Byzantine Empire, and to incorporate
them to Istanbul by implementing a strictly
centralistic policy. His plan included the places
outside Anatolia and the Balkans which were
once subject to the Byzantine Empire, such as
Southern Crimea and Southern italy. From a
strategic viewpoint, the conquest of Istanbul, the
control over the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles
and the sovereignty in Anatolia, the Balkans, the
Black Sea and the Aegean Sea marked the actual
foundation of the Ottoman Empire proper. After
the conquest, Mehmed II accepted the title
Sultdn’ul Berreyn and Hakan’ul Bahreyn, meaning
the “Sultan of the Two Cantinents and The Khan
of the Two Seas” and in 1454, sent his fleet to
the Black Sea and the Aegean Sea, demanding
the local governments in the region to recognize
him as their suzerain. Moreover, he built two
fortresses on the two sides of the Dardanelles,
the Kale-yi Sultaniye (Ganakkale) and the
Kilidilbahr, to bring Istanbul to a safe key
position connecting Anatolia and the Balkans.
On the other hand, the Anadolu and Rumeli
fortresses were to protect Istanbul and the traffic
between its two sides from a possible attack
from the Black Sea. These fortifications
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rn timu Buyuk Carsi'y1 (buglin Kapaligarst) olusturmustur. 1489'da
Biiylik Garsi'da 641 dikkan (330 ayakkabicy, 33'0 mestgi, 44’0 takke-
ci, 5o’si abact ve terzi, 76's1 kuyurncu ve baska sanatlar) vardi. Sonra-
dan dikkan sayist 1000l bulmus, ¢arsilann st értilmus, Istan-
bul'un ticaret merkezi Kapaligars: boylece meydana gelmigtir.

Sultamin yapardi@l Biytik Carsi’'min yaninda Fatih'in vezirazami Mah-
mud Pasa’nin yaptirdigl 265 dikkandan olusan ikinci biyiik cars:
kompleksi yer alir. Kiraya verilen biitiin bu tesisler camiye bagh va-
kiflar olarak kurulmustur. Islami vakif kurumu, Osmanh sehirciligi-
nin temel tasidir; her tir sosyal, ekonomik ve hayir kurumu bu te-
mel kurum tzerinde yukselmistir. Vakif, bir dini hayir kurumu igin
taginir ve taginmaz mallarin, zaman sinit olmaksizin Allah adina
adanip baglanmasi, “habs” olunmasidir. Onun idaresi bir vakfiye ile
belirleniyor, boylece hizmetin surekliligi saglanmis oluyordu. Bir va-
kif, bir yandan hayir kurumlan, oblir yandan bu kurumlarnn gérevini
yapabilmesi igin gelir saglayan kaynaklar olarak baslica iki kategori-
den olusur. Birinci kategoride, ibadet yapisi ve onun cevresinde Is-
lam’in 6ngordigu medrese, kiitiphane, hastane, imaret (yolcu ve fa-
kirler icin agevi), sibyan mektebi, cesme gibi hayrat yer alir. Tkinci ka-
tegoride, gelir getiren taginmaz mallar, ¢arsi, arasta, kervansaray,
han, diikkan, mahzen (depo), kapan, hamam gibi binalar yer alir. Din
hizmetleri ve vakif gorevlilerl maaslarini bu tesislerin gelirinden alir.
Yukarida gérildigu lzere Fatih Sultan Mehmed'in Istanbul'u imar
icin carsi, kapan, han, hamam gibi alt yap1 tesislerini, Ayasofya Ca-
misi ile Fatih Camisi komplekslerine gelir kaynag olmak tizere birer
vakif olarak inga ettirdigini biliyoruz. Bizans déneminden devlet ga-
nimeti olarak kalan ev, kilise, manastir ve depolarn kiralan ile yeni-
den yapilan Bedesten ve Buylk Carsi’'nin kira bedelleri bu iki sultani
vakfa baglanmistir. Ayni evkafa bagh oteki ticari tesisler sunlardir:
Bey Kervansarayl, Un-kapani, Yemis-kapani, Tuz-anbari, Mumhane,
Sabunhane, Cenderehane, Debbaghane (Tabakhane), Salhane, Boya-
hane ve Muytaban atdlyesi. Bundan baska, iki hamam, 46 kasap diik-
kani, 41 asq diikkani, 28 bozahane, firinlar ve kentin cesitli yerlerin-
de yapilan carsilarda 2000 diikkan yine Fatih evkafindandir. Gesitli
kaynaklardan elde edilen 14 bin altin gelir Ayasofya’'nin onarimina
ve gorevlilerine harcanmaktaydi. Ayasofya’nin onanmindan sorumlu
daimi gdrevli bir mimar vardi. Bu bakim sayesindedir ki, bu muhte-
sem yapl ginumuze kadar gelebilmistir.

Istanbul su tesisleri de camilere su getirme, halkin su ihtiyacin gi-
derme gibi bir dini hayir isi olarak ele alinmistir. Fatih, bu amagla es-
ki Bizans su yollarin onarp, inld Kirkgesme'yi yaptirmistir. Planda
belirlenen odak bdlgeler cevresinde mahallelerin kurulusuna gelince
sdyle bir siire¢ gdozlenmektedir: Toplu halde kendi istegiyle veya str-
gun yontemiyle gelen topluluk, ilkin cema’at adi altinda kentin bos
bir bolgesine yerlestirilir. Ornegin, Ispanya ve Italya'dan strilen Ya-
hudi cemaatleri Katalan, Cigilya (Sicilya) ve baska adlarla ayn cema-
atler olarak yerlestirilmis; fakat zamanla her cemaat, bir tapinak cev-
resinde bir mahalle olugturmus veya cemaat mensuplar daha dnce
var olan Yahudi mahallelerine dagimislardir. Herhalde cemaat asa-
masindan sonra kent halki ile bitlinlesme zamanla gergeklesen bir
siirectir. Idari bakimdan Fatih’in Istanbul'u, kurulus asamasinda sur
ici Istanbul, Galata ve Eytp (Haslar) kadihklan olarak {ic bliylik idari
birime ayriliyor ve her kadilik, kadinin naibleri idaresinde nahiyelere
bélintyordu. Nahiyeler ise, mahalle mescidinin imama ve halk: tem-
sil eden kahya (kethiida) idaresinde mahallelerden olusuyordu. Ma-
halle gelismesinde devlet degil &zel kisiler 6n ayak olmaktaydi. Ma-
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established actual Turkish control in the Straits
for the first time. The Ottomans, during the
reign of Mehmed the Conqueror and especially
during that of Bayezid Il (1481-1512), undertook
the building of a huge fleet, which could
challenge the Venetians, the great sea power
controlling the Mediterranean. During the 16th
century, the Ottomans successfully
accomplished this task.

Control of the Aegean Sea and the Black Sea and
the security of the Straits was of vital
importance for the provisioning of [stanbul.
During the Byzantine period, the government
had to leave the control of the Black Sea and the
Aegean Sea to the Genoese and the Venetians,
and the Straits had become a free passage for
everyone. The city was thus confronted with
difficulties in obtaining the necessary food
supplies and had become totally dependent
upon the Italians’ discretion with respect to
provisions. It should be noted that the only
means of transportation of goods such as
cereals, meat and wood to Istanbul was the sea
routes, whereas transportation by land was
extremely difficult and costly. It was the
government’s control over the sea routes that
enabled Istanbul to become one of the largest
cities in Europe under Ottoman rule during the
16th century. Rice, beans and spices from Egypt,
wheat, fat and pickled fish from Kefe, meat and
grain from Dobruca, Akkerman and Bogdan
(Moldavia), wood and timber from Northern
Anatolia, dried fruits from Western Anatolia,
wheat from Thesally and Thrace, and fruits and
vegetables from the Marmara region were all
transported to Istanbul by sea. In short, it was
the position Istanbul resumed as the centre of a
giant Empire ruling over “the two continents and
the two seas” that led to its becoming one of the
world’s largest metropolises during Ottoman
times. After the year 1453, the Byzantine
“Constantinople” deceased and the Ottoman
“Istanbul” was born.

The patrimonial makeup of the Ottoman society
ruled by a sovereign gave the city a special
character. The districts of the city were
established around the mosques or mescits
(small mosque) and the socio-economic
complexes surrounding them, which were built
by the Sultan, by the elite or the notables of the
district.

The destruction of the walls and the conquest of
the city within 55 days revealed the high level of
technology and the distinguished institutional
efficiency of the Ottoman Empire at that time
and predestined its evolution into a world
empire during the next century. The great
Romanian historian N. lorga describes the
Conqueror of Istanbul as follows: “Victary for him
did not mean leaving huge ruins behind. His aim
was rather to systematically reconstruct the
conquered city and to create it anew.”

The military campaigns of Mehmed the
Conqueror in Rumelia as well as in Anatolia
aimed at establishing a centralized empire,
sovereign of “the two continents and the two
seas”. Another objective of Mehmed II was to
rebuild Istanbul as a metropolitan city and a
capital worthy of the huge Empire. He completed
the necessary infrastructure for the settlement
and subsistence of peoples, without ethnic or
religious discrimination. The well-developed
Ottoman tradition of urbanism, the success of
which was previously proven in the cities of
Bursa and Edirme, was now put to use for the
restructuring of Istanbul. This important point
has generally been omitted in Western
literature. It is generally believed that the
Islamic city -and with it the Ottoman city- is an
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halle, bir zenginin, esnafin ya da bir ticcarn yaptirdigl mescit ¢evre-
sinde gelisiyordu. Islam'da egemen mahremiyet kurah geregi, devlet
ozel hayatin gectigi mahallelere dogrudan kangsmaz; mahalle isleri,
imamm ya da kethida araciligiyla yurttdlirdd.

[stanbul cevresinde Bogazici'nin Rumeli kiyilarindan Karadeniz ve
Eyup cevresine kadar uzanan bolgede 160 kadar kdy, kusatma sira-
sinda nufusunu kaybetmisti. O zamanki kosullarda bu koylerdeki
uretim, kentin beslenmesi bakimindan hayati bir 6nem tasiyor ve
yenlden nufuslandinimalan goreklyordu Fatih, bu koyleri “senlet-

, yani 1skan ve Uretime hazirlama i¢in su yonteme bagvurdu: On-
ce, bu koylerden bir bolimine strgin yontemlyle Yorukler'i yerles-
tirdi. Yiz kadar koye, Balkanlar’a yaptug seferlerde tutsak ettigi Rum
ve Sirp koyliilerini getirtti. Savas esiri sayildiklarindan onlara “ortak-
¢1-kul” statusu verdi; yani devlet topraklarn Uzerinde ortakgilikla cali-
san koyliuler durumuna getirdi.

Fatih, once Ayasofya Camisi kompleksi ile altyap: tesislerini kurmus-
tur. Sonralan 1463’te Osmanh kent kurma gelenek ve kurallanni izle-
yerek Istanbul'da kendi adina bir cami ile sultani bir kiilliye insasini
emretti. Sekiz yil icinde tamamlanan bu kompleksin hayrat binalar,
100.000 m? alan kapliyordu ve bir cami ile iki yaninda camiye paralel
sekiz buytk, sekiz kli¢ik medrese, bir tabhane (kis misafirhanesi),
bir imaret {misafirhane ve asevi), hastane, sibyan mektebi ve bir kii-
tiphaneyi igeriyordu. Ayrica kompleks cevresinde ulema icin evler
yaptirilmisti. Hayrat binalarinin masraflarnni stirekli bigimde karsila-
mak i¢in yapilan tesisler, 280 diikkandan olusan ve duvarla gevrili bir
buyik carsiy1 (Sultan Pazar), 110 ditkkandan olusan ve duvarla gev-

rill bir buyuk sarachane ile hamamlan (Qukur Hamam ve Irgatlar Ha-

maml) iceriyordu. Kuzeyde bir at pazar ve ahirlar yer almaktaydi.
Sarachane’nin glineyinde yenigeriler i¢in yeni kiglalar yapilmigty.
Kompleksin, gesitli kaynaklarindan yillik geliri 1 milyon 321 bin 219
akcaya (yks. 32 bin altin) ylikseliyordu. Cami ve diger hayrat binala-
rinda, maaslarin: Fatith Vakfi'ndan alan gorevlilerin sayisi 383’ti. Ay-
rica ulemaya, sakat askerlere bu gelirden maag baglanmigti. Imarette
pisen yemekten baska, her glin 3300 ekmek dagitiirdi. Ozetle, bu te-
sisler her gesit dini, sosyal ve ekonomik hizmetleri karsilayan tipik
bir Osmanh kent gekirdegini olusturuyordu. Sur ici Istanbul'unda te-
sislerin kuruldugu yerler ¢ogu kez Bizans dénemindeki islevleri de-
vam ettirmekteydi. Ornegin Bedesten ve Biiyiik Cars1 bolgesinde Bi-
zans déneminde de ayni hizmetler gériilmekteydi. imparatorlann
Hippodrom’u, Osmanli déneminde, cirit, digin ve siinnet térenlerin-
de genel eglence ve oyunlann yapildigi Atmeydani haline gelmistir.
Halic liman bolgesinde Un-kapani, Bizans déneminde de ayni iglevi
gormekteydi. Fakat kent surlan 6tesinde Eyiip tamarmiyla bir Tlark
kasabasi olarak kurulmustur. Fatih’in Hz. Muhammed’in sahabele-
rinden Aba Ayyub’a (Eylip Sultan) ait oldugu iddia edilen mezar us-
tinde yaptirdig: tiirbe, cami ve imaret kompleksi ¢evresinde zaman-
la tipik bir Osmanh kasabasi geligmistir. 11k halk: Bursa'dan gelen
gocmenlerdi. Aba Ayyub, Istanbul’un kutsal patronu olmustur. Orta-
¢ag Avrupa’sinda azizlerin mezarlan gevresinde kurulmus kutsal se-
hirler gibi Eyup kasabas: da bitin Islam diinyas: i¢in bir ziyaret yeri
durumuna gelmis, 6zgiin bir karakter kazanmistir.

1459'da sultanmin emriyle oteki vezirler de kentin baska semtlerinde
benzeri kompleksler meydana getirdiler; Istanbul igindeki nahiyeler
de bunlann cevresinde kuruldu (Res.1).

Fatih déneminden sonra II. Bayezid déneminde yapilan bellibash

amorphous settlement, developing by itself,
without a ground plan. The following details
however, prove that the opposite is true.

Like the ancient Greek and Roman cities,
Ottoman cities were built around a planned core
area, comprising charitable and religious
buildings and marketplaces. The construction of
the “Bedestan”, considered as the core of the
city’s commercial and industrial zone, was
decided in the year 1456 (During the Byzantine
period, such buildings were called Basilica. The
Arabic version Kaysariyya comes from the Latin).
The first Bedestan in Istanbul, a domed building
where textiles, weapons and similar valuables
were sold, comprised 140 shops and “safe
boxes”. The most tdcir-i kain (well-to-do
merchants) resided in this safe building and
sent the tdcir-i seffar (their agents) to distant
countries by ships or caravans to bring foreign
goods with them. Alternatively, they made profit
sharing agreements called mudaraba, with the
itinerant merchants who were engaged mostly
in’ caravan trade. As of the year 1493, the
merchants in the Bedestan consisted of ten
Armenians, five Jews, three Greeks and 122
Muslims. However, later on, this composition
changed in favour of the non-Muslim
merchants. During the following years, with the
development of trade, Mehmed the Conqueror
built the Sandal Bedestan {today used for public
auctions), where silk fabrics were sold. Like in
every large Ottoman city, around the Bedestan
the shops of the Carsi were located on alleys
parallel to the four main streets starting from
the four gates of the Bedestan. Shops selling
turbans and the like, considered most “noble”
according to oriental philosophy, were located
most closely to the Bedestan. The most distant
shops, on the other hand, formed the Bit Pazan
(Flee Market), where second hand objects were
soid. All these shops together constituted the
Grand Bazaar or Garst (Covered Bazaar of today).
In the year 1489, the Grand Bazaar comprised
641 shops, among them 33 shoemakers, 33
mestcis (boot makers), 44 takkecis (hat makers),
50 abacis (dressmakers) and tailors, 76 jewelers
and other craftsmen. During the following years,
the number of shops reached one thousand and
the shops were covered with a roof, thus making
up the “Grand Bazaar”, the commercial centre of
Istanbul.

The second largest commercial complex with
265 shops, built by the Mahmud Pasha, Grand
Vizier of Mehmed the Conqueror, is located next
to the Grand Bazaar built by the Sultan himself.
All these facilities which were rented to
merchants were organized as wagfs (pious
foundation) each related to a mosque. The
Islamic institution of wagqf constitutes the basis
of Ottoman urbanism, and all kinds of social,
economic and charitable organizations have
developed from this institution. Wagf is the
assignment of movable and immovable property
with unlimited terms to a religious institution,
in the name of Allah. The wagf was managed
under a wagfiyye (charter), ensuring its
uninterrupted functioning. A waqf consisted of
two parts, the first part being the charitable
institution itself and the second part the sources
of revenue of the wagf. The first part comprised
the religious building and around it the pious
foundations suggested by the Islamic religion:
the madrasa, library, hospital, public kitchen for
the poor and the travelers, primary school and
fountain. The second part consisted of
immovable property which generated an income,
the bazaar, the arasta, the caravanserai, the han
(inn), the shops, the warehouse, the trading hall
and the public bath. The salaries of the religious
officials and the employees as well as the repair
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kompleksler, Mahmud Pasa, Murad Pasa, Gedik Ahmed Pasa, Mustafa

pasa, Gandarl Ibrahim Pasa, Hadim Ali Paga kulliyeleridir. Kentin ge-
sitli semtlerinde cami, medrese, mektep, imaret ve halk icin dini ve
sosyal baska hizmetleri karsilayan bu kulliyeler cevresinde de za-
manla mahalleler kurulmus, boylece 1500’lerde Istanbul'un 12 nahi-
yesi ortaya ¢ikmugtir. 13 km?'lik genis bir alan kaplayan sur igi Istan-
bul, bir merkez ¢evresinde konsantrik bicimde gelismis klasik tipte
bir kent olarak karakterize edilemez. Istanbul, daha cok bu genis me-
kanda cesitli nahiyelerde sultanin veya vezirlerinin yaptigi buyik
kiilliyeler cevresinde clugmustur. Her nahiye ortasinda bir buyuk
kiilliye bulundugu gibi, mahalleler de mescit, kilise veya sinagoglar
cevresinde gelismistir. Bdylece kentin kurulusunda kompleksler pat-
rimonial hiyerarsik bir dlizeni yansitir. Higbir vezir sultaninkinden
daha biiylk bir kompleks yapamaz. Halktan kisilerin yaptigi camiler
ise ancak mahalle mescitleridir. Istanbul’da bir merkez bélge aranir-
sa bu, Hali¢ liman bolgesi ile Bliyuk Carst’'nin bulundugu pazar bol-
gesidir. Deniz yolu ile erzak ve egyanin geldigl ve blyuk kapanlarnn
bulundugu liman bolgesiyle kervanlarin son durag Buyik Gars: bir-
birine paralel yollarla baglantihdir. Bu yollarnn iki yaninda dukkanlar
yer almistir. Bizans doneminde oldugu gibi Osmanli doneminde ve
giinlimizde bu bdlge Istanbul’'un en canh ahgverig yeri, yani sehrin
merkezi rolint Ustlenmistir.

Antik kentlerde oldugu gibi, Islam kentinde de yerlesme iki bolim-
den olusur goriinmektedir. Biiyiik tapinak ve buylk pazann bulun-
dugu bolimde kentin ekonomik ve sosyal hayati odaklagir; burasi
planl ve organizedir. Onun &tesinde halkin 6zel hayatinin gegtigi ge-
lisiglizel kurulmug mahalleler yer alir. Herhalde 200 bini asan niifusu
ve 12 nahiyesi ile tarihi Osmanl {stanbul’u esas olarak II. Bayezid
doneminde ortaya cikmisti. Bu dénemde sur ici {stanbul, asil biiytk
metropol durumundayd:. Galata, Eylip (Haslar) ve Asya'dan gelen
kervanlann son durag olan Uskiidar ona tabi kuciik kasabalar halin-
deydi. 19. ylzyilda Galata-Pera kuzey dogrultusunda biytk bir gelis-
me gostererek Istanbul’'u golgede birakacak, Uskiidar-Kadikdy'den
Pendik’e uzanan sahil boyunca mevcut eski yazlik semtler ise ancak
1950-1990 arasinda birlegip biyiik bir sehir manzaras1 kazanacaktir.
Bu gelismeler, 15. ylizyilda Halig liman bolgesinde meydana gikan [s-
tanbul-Galata pazar bolgesinin merkez islevini hi¢bir zaman bertaraf
etmemistir.

Goriildiigi zere, Turk Istanbul’'un temelini Fatih Sultan Mehmed at-
mustir. Vakfiye'de dendigi gibi “Hiiner bir sehr biinydad etmektir, Redya
kalbin dbad etmektir” (Marifet bir sehir yaratmak, bdylece halkin gon-
linl yapmaktir). Bu sdzler, vakif kurumuna dayanan Osmanli sehir-
cilik geleneginin bilincini ve amacini ifade etmektedir.

GALATA

1 Haziran 1453’te II. Mehmed’in bir ahdndmesi ile teslim olan Gala-
ta'da ntfusun blytk bélimi ile temel yapilar Osmanh idaresine geg-
mistir. Bu ahdndme ile ahaliye “amdn”, yani Islam dinine gére sulta-
nin yeminiyle mal ve can glivencesi verilmistir. 19. ylizyillda Avrupali
yabancilann ve Levantenler’in iddia ettigi gibi bu ahdndme, ig idarede
otonomi haklarn bagiglayan bir belge degildir. Teslimden sonra sultan
hemen bir voyvoda (subasi) ve kadi atayarak kenti dogrudan dogruya
Osmanl idaresi altina sokmustur. Bizans déneminde Cenevizliler
kenti giicli surlarla cevirerek bagimsiz bir Ceneviz kolonisi haline
getirmislerdi; Osmanl idaresinde ise bu durum tamamuyla kalkmis-
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expenses of the waqf were paid out of the
revenue from these sources. It is known that
Mehmed the Congueror organized the shops,
kapans (public trade hall), inns and the public
baths as wagfs which served as a source of
revenue for the St Sophia and the Fatih
mosques. The rents of the houses, churches,
nmonasteries and warehouses left over by the
Byzantines, were also used for the construction
works as wagf. Other corumercial institutions
related to the same foundations were as follows:
The Bey Caravanserai, the Un-kapani (Flour
Hall), the Yemis-kapan (Fruit Hall), the Tuz-
anbarn (Salt Depot), the Mumhane (Candle
Factory), the Sabunhane (Soap Factory), the
Cenderehane (the Textile Finishing House), the
Debbaghane (the Tannery), the Salhane (the
Slaughter House), the Boyahane (Dyeing House).
Moreover, two public baths, 46 butchers’ shops,
41 restaurants, 28 bozahanes (the boza shops),
bakeries and 2000 other shops all around the
city were included in the waqgfs of Mehmed the
Conqueror. 14,000 gold coins, obtained from
various wagf sources of revenue, were allocated
for the repairing of the St Sophia and for the
salaries of its employees. An architect was
permanently employed for the repair works of
the St Sophia. Thanks to these renovations and
maintenance, this magnificent building has
survived to the present times.

The construction of the water supply facilities
providing the mosques and the houses of the
city with water was considered a religious
charity. For this purpose, Mehmed the
Conqueror renovated the old Byzantine
aqueducts and built the famous Kirkcegme
fountains. The setting up of new districts
around a planned core area done in the
following manner: First a group of people called
cemaat (community), who were either exiled or
came to the city of their own will, were settled
in an empty area. For example, two Jewish
cemaats which were exiled from Italy and Spain,
were settled separately under different names
such as the Catalans and the Sicilians. Over
time, each one of these cemaats set up a
separate district organized around a religious
building or, the cemaat members were dispersed
into existing Jewish districts of the city. The
integration of the cemaat into the city was
presumably a gradual process. During the reign
of Mehmed the Conqueror Istanbul, basically
consisted of three administrative units called
kadiliks: the intra-mural Istanbul, Galata and
Eytip (Haslar). Each kadilik was divided into
nahiyes (townships) administered by the naibs
(surrogate judges) of the kadi. The nahiyes in
turn consisted of mahalles (district) administered
by the imam (prayer lider) of the district mosque
and the town steward, kdhya or kethiida, the
representative of the people living in the district.
The expansion of the districts was pioneered by
private persons rather than the state. The
districts developed around a mescit built mostly
by a wealthy person, a merchant or an artisan.
in line with the rule of privacy of the Islamic
religion, the state did not interfere directly in the
district, which was considered to be within the
domain of private life. Daily affairs of the district
were dealt with by the imam or the kethtda.

The population of 160 villages around the city,
located within the area extending from the
European shores of the Bosphorus to the Black
Sea and Eyiip, fled or were enslaved during the
siege. Under the prevailing conditions, the
production made in these villages had profound
importance for the feeding of the city and
therefore they had to be populated immediately.
Mehmed the Conqueror’s strategy for the
“reclamation” of these villages was as follows:
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tir. 1455 Osmanl ntfus sayimina gore, Galata'da gayri Mislim niifus
U¢ kategortye ayrilmisty: Birincisi, kente gecici olarak gelmis Ceneviz-
1i ve Venedikli tiiccar, ikincisi Osmanl tabiyeti altina gegen yerli Ce-
nevizliler, Gigtinciistt Ceneviz doneminde yerlesmig Rumlar, Yahudiler
ve Ermeniler. Cenevizli tliccara kapitiulasyon garantileri verilinis; ote-
ki Cenevizliler Osmanh Devleti'nin gayri Mislim tebaasi Zimmiler gi-
bi, Osmanli'nin tebaas: olmuslardir. Fatih, Avrupa ile ticaretin mer-
kezi olan Galata’nin eskisi gibi islek bir ticaret limani olarak kalmasi-
na onem veriyordu. Bu amagla kaganlara, {i¢ ay i¢inde geri dondiikle-
ri takdirde evlerinin ve mallannin teslim olunacagini ilan etti. 1455
sayumt gosteriyor ki, geri donenler olmustur. Kaganlarin ¢ogu zengin
Cenevizli ve Rumlar'di. Aralarinda yalnmiz iki Ermeni vard:; Yahudi-
ler'den kagan yoktu. Kentin Osmanlilar’a tesliminde, Ceneviz idaresi-
ne karsi olan Yahudi, Ermeni ve Rumlar'in bask: yaptigr anlasilmak-
tadir. Ceneviz doneminde sehir niifusu artip yeni mahalleler kurul-
dukca, bunlan korumak icin yeni surlar yapilmis, boylece i¢ surlarla
Galata bes bolumli bir kale halini almistir. Sultan, Galata kara surla-
rinin, glivenlik nedeniyle yer yer yikilmasin emretmis, ama kernt,
Ceneviz donemindeki esas topografyasini korumustur. {lk Ceneviz
cekirdek bolgesi, Azep-kap1 ile Karakdy arasindaki bélim, buytk
kuleye dogru genislemis, Osmanli doneminde de Galata’nin en canh
ticaret bolgesi olarak kalmistir. Cenevizliler'in Eski Lonca ve Yeni
Lonca’sy, bellibash Latin kiliseleri (San Michele, San Francesco, Santa
Anna, Santa Maria, San Domenico, San Zani) bu bolgededir.
Yahudiler ilk kalenin dogusunda Karakdy ve Yilksekkaldinm boyun-
ca; Rumlar Biyuk Kule (Galata Kulesi) ile ilk Ceneviz Kalesi arasinda
ve Karakdy'den Tophane’ye kadar kiyida Hali¢ izerinde; Ermeniler
ise onlarnn arkasinda yamacta yer almaktaydilar. 1455 sayimina gore
Calata'da en kalabalik niifusu Rumlar olusturuyordu. Nifusca ondan
sonra Latinler (Cenevizli, Venedik ve Katalan) geliyordu; Ermeniler
Gglnci, Yahudiler en son siradaydi. Galata'da Tirk nifusunun yer-
lesmesi yanm yuzyil almis; Turkler kentin tenha bati boliminde
yogunlasmistir. flk 5-10 yil icinde ilk yerlesenler arasinda denizci
azepler, kaptanlar, Galata Kulesi gevresinde, Kule'de gérev yapan
yeniceriler yer almaktadir. Askeri sinif disinda ilk yerlesen Tlrkler
arasinda Ankara’'dan bir sof tliccan, bir kiirk tiiccari, bir hamameca,
demirci ve bir nakkag da bulunmaktadir. Galata hizla Turklesmistir.
14871 tarihli vakfiyede 13 italyan, sekiz Rum ve alti Ermeni mahal-
lesine kars: Turkler’in yerlestigi mahallelerin sayisi 20yt bulmustur.
Kadi Muhyiddin’in yaptig1 1478 tarihli Galata sayimi sonucu 592
Rum-Ortodoks, 535 Misliiman, 332 Latin (Efrenciyan yani Katolik Av-
rupali niifus) ve 62 Ermeni hanesi tespit edilmistir. Boylece daha
1478'de nifusun % 49.80’i Miisliman, kalani gayri Miislim'di. Mis-
luman mahallelerinde Hiristiyanlar'in yerlesmesine izin verilmemis-
ti; fakat pazar bolgesinde ve esnaf birliklerinde tliccar ve esnaf hangi
dinden olursa olsun birarada caligirdi.

Fetih’in en 6nemli sonuclarindan biri, Galata’nin Istanbul ile her
bakimdan biitiinlesmesidir. Galata yalniz ticaret bakimindan degil,
yagsam stili bakimindan da Istanbul’'un Avrupa'ya agilan penceresi ol-
mustur. Fatih’in tarihgisi Tursun Bey (1490'a dogru) “eger Istanbul'dan
Frengistan’a (yani Galata’ya) gegmek istersen kayija bir akge ddemen
yeter,” diyor. Osmanl idaresinde 1453-1490 arasina rastlayan Galata-
Ceneviz noter kayitlari, serbest yasam ve ticaret bakimindan eskiye
gore dnemli bir degisiklik olmadigini ortaya koymaktadir. Magnifica
Comunita di Pera adini alan Osmanli tebas1 Ceneviz cemaatine bir
protegeros (kethiida) idaresinde kendi i¢ islerini diizenleme hakk

First he forcibly settled the Yoriiks in some of
these villages. Around a hundred villages were
populated by Greek and Serbian villagers, who
had been taken prisoners during his military
campaigns in the Balkans. These villagers were
given the status of ortakgi-kuls (sharecroppers)
since they were considered prisoners of war and
were forced to become sharecropping farmers
working on state-owned lands.

Mehmed the Conqueror first built the complex
and the infrastructure facilities attached to the
St Sophia Mosque. Then in 1463, in accordance
with the Ottoman tradition of city-building, he
ordered the construction of a mosque and a
Sultanic complex in his own name. The
buildings for the pious foundations of this
complex -which was completed in eight years-
spanned an area of 100,000 m?. The complex
comprised a mosque, eight large and eight small
madrasas on both sides of the mosque, a
tabhane (heated winter hospice), an imaret
(public kitchen and guesthouse), a hospital, a
primary school and a library. Moreover, houses
for the ulema (theological scholars) were built
around the complex. The facilities set up as a
source of income for the pious foundations
comprised a large bazaar (the Sultan Bazaar)
with 280 shops, a large sarachane (saddler’s hall)
with 110 shops surrounded by a wall and two
hamams (the Cukur Hamam and the Irgatlar
Hamamy). To the north, there were the horse
market and the stables. To the south of
Sarachane, new barracks for the Jannisaries
were built. The annual income of the complex
from various sources reached 1,321,219 ak¢as
(app. 32,000 gold coins). The number of officials
in the mosque and the other pious foundations
who received their pensions from the Wagf of
Fatih was 383. Moreover, the theological scholars
and invalid soldiers were paid pensions out of
this income. Besides the free food cooked at the
imaret, 3300 loaves of bread a day were
distributed free of charge. In short, these
facilities constituted the core of a typical
Oftoman city, rendering all kinds of religious,
social and economic services. The locations of
the Byzantine facilities within intra-mural
Istanbul in general remained unchanged during
the Ottoman period. The Bedestan and the
Grand Bazaar sections of the city for example
also had the same functions during the
Byzantine period. The Hippodrome of the
Byzantine Emperors was converted into the
Atmeydam of the Ottoman period, where
spectacles and shows were organized at events
such as weddings, circumscisions or cirit (javelin
throwing) games. The Un-kapani, a place within
the port region at the Golden Horn, used for the
weighing and distributing of flour, had the same
function during the Byzantine period. The town
of Eylip beyond the city walls however, was from
its very roots established as a Turkish town.
Here, a tiirbe (mausoleum), mosque and imaret
complex built by Mehmed the Conqueror on the
tomb -allegedly that of Prophet Mohammed’s
companion Aba Ayyub- developed in time into a
typical Ottoman town. The first inhabitants of
this town were forcibly brought from the city of
Bursa. Later on, Aba Ayyub began to be
considered the patron of Istanbul. Like the holy
European cities of the Middle Ages which were
established around the tombs of saints, the
town of Eylip became a visiting point for the
whole Islamic world and acquired a unique
character.

In the year 1459, the viziers of the Sultan
started, upon his orders, to construct similar
complexes in other parts of the city and the new
districts of Istanbul developed around these

(Fig.1).
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taninmisti. 1540’larda eski San Michele Kilisesi yerinde Ristem Pasa
bir bedesten ve han yaptirarak, biiyiik ticcar ve degerli ithal mallan
icin guvencell bir ticaret merkezi yaratmmis oldu. Galata ayn1 zaman-
da zeytinyag ve garap gibi Ege mallanmn bashca antreposuydu.
Obur yandan, 16. ylizyilda Kasimpasa semti imparatorlugun esas ter-
sanesi ve donanma merkezi olunca, Galata da denizcilerin ve deniz-
cilik sanatlarinin baghca mekani haline geldi. 17. ylizyil baslarinda
Galata'da tum Avrupali Katolik niifus 1100 kisi olarak hesaplanmistir.
Buna azad edilmis so0 esirle donanma zindanlarndaki 2000 Katolik
esir eklenmelidir. 1765'te 17 Alman, 33 Fransiz, 13 Italyan olmak
lzere Avrupah nifus oldukga kiictik bir topluluk olusturuyordu. Bu
yabanalarn kisisel isleri i¢cin Galata kadisina basvurduklanni Galata
mahkeme sicillerinden ogreniyoruz. Ceneviz ddneminde oldugu gibi
Osmanh doneminde de, is hayat: Orta Hisar denilen Persembe Pazarn
Caddesi ¢evresinde yogunlasmistir.

Beyoglu'nun kurulusuna gelince, yukan sur 6tesinde “Pera baglan”
denilen bolgede baslangigta bag, bahce ve mezarhklar bulunuyordu.
Saray igoglanlarinin yetistirilmesi igin Galatasaray’in insa edilmesin-
den sonra burada yerlesme baslamistir. II. Selim doneminde (1566-
1574) “Frenk Beyoglu” diye taninan, sultanin gozdesi Venedikli
Aloisio Gritti'nin sarayinin bulundugu Beyoglu bolgesinde zamanla
Avrupal elgiler yazhik koskler yaptirmiglar, boylece sur 6tesi Beyoglu
gelismistir. 15. ve 16. yizyillarda Galata’ya yeni etnik unsurlar katil-
di. Fatih, Venedikliler'e kars1 Floransalilar’y desteklediginden 1463-
1520 arasinda Galata'da Floransali ticaret evleri acilmistir. Bunlann
yillik cirolan 600 bin altina yiikseliyordu. Fakat sonralari onlarn
yerini Venedikliler alacaktir. Galata, Ceneviz déneminde oldugu gibi,
Dogu ve Bat1 ticaret mallannin, 6zellikle Avrupa yinli kumaslanyla
[ran ipeginin biiylk Slglide miibadele edildigi bir antrepo durumun-
daydi; bu ticaret Ceneviz, Floransa ve Venedik cumhuriyetlerinin
zenginlik kaynagini olusturuyordu. Galata'ya yerlesen baska bir etnik
grup Araplar'dir. 1569'dan beri 6zellikle 1610 tarihinde Endiiliislii
Arap go¢menleri Galata’ya kitle halinde yerlestiler. Bu nedenle San
Domenico Kilisesi, Arap Camisi adiyla tanindi.

18. ylzyilda Galata'da Avrupalilar azdi. 19. ylizyilda Avrupa ile
ticaretin bilyuk gelisme gdstermesi tizerine Avrupalilar Galata'da
yogun bigimde yerlestiler. 1840’larda Charles White’in gézlemine
gore; hali vakti yerinde Tirkler de alisverilerini artik istanbul'daki
Kapaligars: yerine Beyoglu'nda yapmaya basladilar. Pera Buyuk Cad-
desi, Avrupa mallarninin satildigi magazalarin, Avrupal otel ve eglen-
ce yerlerinin faaliyette bulundugu kozmopolit Beyoglu semtine viicut
verdi. 1853-1856 Kinm Savasi yillarinda bu streg hizlandi. ingilizler
basta olarak Avrupalilar, kapitiilasyonlar sayesinde Galata’yr gercek-
ten bir serbest liman haline soktular. 1855'te Persembe Pazari, Voy-
voda Caddesi ve Karakdy basta olmak Uizere Galata, Avrupa mal-
laninin ve bankalann yer aldig1 baslica ticaret merkezi haline gelince,
Istanbul'un bagka semtlerinde yasayan Rum, Ermeni ve Yahudiler
akin halinde Galata'da toplanmaya basladilar ve sehrin etnik yapis
bir kere daha degisti. Levanten denilen yeni kozmopolit bir tip ortaya
cikti. Bu dénemde 6zellikle Beyoglu'nda yeni yeni kilise ve sinagoglar
yapilmugtir.

1927 nufus sayiminda Galata ve Beyoglu'ndaki niifus durumu gdyley-
di: 145.140 Miisliiman (niifusun %49.80'1), 63.284 Rum (%21.72), 32.277
Yahudi (%11.08), 23.517 Ermeni (%8.07), 19.793 Katolik (%6.79), 6.059
baska Hiristiyanlar (%2.08).
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The most important complexes (kiilliye) built by
and after Mehmed the Conqueror during the
reign of Bayezid II, were the killiyes of Mahmud
Pasha, Murad Pasha, Gedik Ahmed Pasha,
Mustafa Pasha, Gandarli {brahim Pasha and
Hadim Ali Pasha. In time, new nahiyes emerged
around these kiilliyes, which provided the city
with mosques, madrasas, schools, imarets and
other religious and social services and by the
year 1500, the 12 nahiyes of Istanbul already
came into being. The intra-mural Istanbul,
which covers an area of 13 km?, cannot be
considered as a prototypical city organized in
concentric circles around a city centre. The city
has instead develoved in various nahiyes within
this huge area, around kiilliyes built by the
Sultan or his viziers. Each nahiye had a large
kiilliye at the centre and the districts in turn
developed around a mosque, church or
synagogue. Thus, these complexes reflect a
patrimonial and hierarchical order in the city's
constitution. No vizier could build complexes
larger. than those of the Sultan. Common people
were only allowed to build mescits in the
districts. If we are to assign a “centre” for the
city of Istanbul, this centre should probably be
the port region at the Golden Horn and the
marketplace where the Grand Bazaar was
located. The Port region, the point of arrival of
food and other goods by sea and the location of
huge trade halls and weighing machines, and
the Grand Bazaar, the end point of the caravans,
were connected to each other by parallel streets.
Shops were situated on both sides of these
streets. As in the times of the Byzantine Empire,
this region was the most distinct shopping area
and the centre of Ottoman Istanbul, as it still is
today.

The Islamic city, like the city of the Antiquity,
appears to consist of two parts. The economic
and social life of the city is focused around the
main temple and the main marketplace, both of
which have a highly planned and organized
character. Beyond the kiiiliyes lie the districts
located at random, where the inhabitants of the
city live. Ottoman Istanbul proper can be said to
have emerged during the reign of Bayezid II,
when the population of the city probably
reached 200,000 in its 12 districts. The intra-
mural Istanbul was the actual metropolitan area
at that time. Uskiidar, the end point of the ~
caravans coming from Asia, Galata, and Eyiip
(Haslar), constituted separate towns. During the
19th century, the Galata-Pera region expanded
rapidly to the north and overshadowed old
Istanbul. The transformation of the existing
summer resort area along the shores of
Uskiidar-Kadikdy and Pendik into a
metropolitan city had to wait for the period
1950-1990. However, the function of the
Istanbul-Galata commercial area as the city’s
centre did not change with any of these
developments.

Undoubtedly, it was Mehmed the Conqueror
who laid the foundations of the Turkish city of
Istanbul. As the Wagfiyye says: “What really
counts is giving birth to a city and gratifying its
people.” These words reflect the fundamental
objective of the well-established Ottoman
tradition of urbanism, which was based on the
institution of wagqf.

GALATA

On June 1, 1453, the Galata region, together with
most of its inhabitants and major buildings,
passed under Ottoman rule, after being granted
an ahdndme (a written document conferring the
bearer certain immunities) by Sultan Mehmed II.
With this ahdname, the inhabitants of Galata
were granted an amdn, meaning that their lives
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Modern sehircilik de Istanbul'da ilk kez Galata'da, Avrupalilar’in bas-
kisiyla gerceklesti. Sokaklan karanlk, ¢camur iginde, suclu ve dilen-
ciyle dolu Galata-Beyoglu, 1857'de Avrupai bir belediyeye kavustu.
Kurulan belediye meclisi gelir kaynaklan yaratti; i¢ surlar yikildy;
genis caddeler acildy; temizlik ve aydinlatma isleri ele alindi; bir
belediye zabitas: kuruldu. Fakat yabancilann, bu belediye meclisini
tamamiyla otonom bir idare haline getirmeye kalkismasi, Osmanh
hukumetiyle catismalara sebebiyet vermekte gecikmedi.

Halig lizerinde Istanbul-Galata aras: trafik bashca kayiklarla yapilirda.
Halig tizerinde ilk koprii, 1836'da Azep-kapi ile Un-kapam arasinda
yapildi. 1876'da Karakoy'den Beyoglu'na tiinel insa edildi. Bu tiinel
dinyadaki ilk tinellerden biridir.
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and property were guaranteed by the Sultan
in accordance with the rules of the Islamic
religion. This ahdndme however, is by no
means a document granting a right of
autonomy with respect to internal matters, as
it has generally been suggested by the
foreigners from Europe and the Levantines
during the rgth century. After the submission
of Galata, the Sultan immediately appointed a
voyvoda {governor) and a kadi, thus
establishing direct Ottoman rule in the town.
During the period of the Ryzantine Empire,
the Genoese had turned Galata into an
independent Genoese colony by encircling the
town with strong city walls. Under the rule of
the Ottomans however, this status of the town
was changed completely. According to the
Ottoman census of 1455, the non-Muslim
population of Galata consisted of three
categories. The first category included the
Genoese and Venetian merchants who were
living in the town temporarily. The second

category comprised the native Genoese who

accepted Ottoman nationality and the third
and last category was composed of the
Greeks, Jews and Armenians who were settled
in the town since the times of the Genoese.
The Genoese merchants had been granted
capitulations (guarantees for residence and
trade) and the rest of the Genoese people
became subject to the Ottomans, like the
other zimmi peoples, non-Muslim subjects of
the Empire. Mehmed the Conqueror gave
special importance to ensuring that Galata
remained a busy commercial port, as in
previous times. With this objective in mind,
he deciared that the inhabitants who left the
town would be given back their houses and
property if they returned within three months.
The census of 1455 indicates that some
people actually returned. Wealthy Genoese
and Greeks constituted a substantial portion
of the runaways. There were only two
Armenians among them and no Jews at all.
Obviously, the Jews, Armenians and Greeks,
who were against the Genoese government,
had been influential in the submission of the
town to the Ottomans. With the increase of
population and the establishment of new
districts during the Genoese period, new walls
were built around the town, thus turning
Galata into a castle with five sections. The
Sultan ordered that some portions of the land
walls of Galata be partially demolished for
reasons of security. However, the town
fundamentally preserved its topography of
Genoese times. The initial Genoese core of the
town, the area between Azep-kap: and
Karakdy, expanded over time towards the Big
Tower, and remained as the most lively
commercial area of Galata during the
Ottoman period. This section of the city
comprised the Old Logia and the New Logia of
the Genoese and the major churches of the
Latins such as St Michael, St Francis, St Anne,
St Mary, St Domenic and St Zani. The Jews
were settled in the Karakdy-Yiksekkaldinm
area to the east of the first city walls and the
Greeks lived within the area between the
Galata Tower and the first Genoese walls as
well as on the Golden Horn between Karakdy
and Tophane, whereas the Armenians were
settled on the slope behind. According to the
1455 census, the Greeks constituted the
largest group in Galata. The second largest
group were the Latins {Genoese, Venetians
and Catalans). The Armenians ranked third
and the Jews last. The settlement process of
the Turks in Galata continued for nearly half a
century. They preferred to settle in the
scarcely populated western sections of the
town. Naval azeb scldiers, captains and the
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jannisaries who had duties at and around the
Galata tower, were the first ones to settle. A
sof (mohair) trader from Ankara, a fur trader,
a hamam owner, a blacksmith and a nakkag
(miniature painter) were among the first
civilian Turkish inhabitants of the town.
Throughout the period, Galata rapidly became
Turkish. The Wagqfiyye of 1481 reports 20
Turkish districts, as compared to 13 Italian,
eight Greek and six Armenian ones. The 1478
census of Galata made by Kadi Muhyiddin
yielded the following results: There were a
total of 592 Greek-Orthodox, 535 Muslim, 332
Latin (Efrenciyan or Catholic Europeans) and
62 Armenian households within the town of
Galata. These figures reveal that in as early as
the year 1478, 49.80% of Galata's population
consisted of Muslims. The settlement of
Christians in Muslim districts was prohibited.
However, merchants and artisans of all
religions worked jointly within the same
marketplace or guild.

Another important consequence of the
Conquest was to integrate Galata into the city
of [stanbul in every aspect. Galata, with its
active commerce and Western life style, has
been a gate connecting Istanbul to Europe. As
Tursun Bey, the historian of Mehmed the
Conqueror once said, “If you wish to go from
Istanbul to Europe (that is, Galata), the only
thing you have to do is to pay one akge to the
boatman.” Records kept at the Genoese notary
public of Galata between 1453-1490, reveal
that the city did not experience much change
with respect to its civil life and free trade
under the Ottoman rule. The Genoese
community subject to the Ottoman Empire
were given the name Magnifica Comunita di
Pera and were granted autonomy in their
internal matters, under the direction of a
protegeros (kethiida). In the 1540s, Riilstem
Pasha built a bedestan and a han in place of
the old St Michele church, thus setting up a
secure commercial centre for big merchants
and their imported goods. The town of Galata
was at the same time the major warehouse
for Aegean products such as olive oil and
wine. After the emergence of the Kasimpasa
region in the 16th century as the major
dockyard and the base of the Ottoman fleet,
Galata also became a major centre for seamen
and naval crafts. The European Catholic
population of Galata in the early 17th century
has been estimated at 1100 people. However,
the 500 manumitted captives and the 2000
Catholic prisoners kept at the dungeons of the
Ottoman arsenal must be included within this
figure. In 1765 the European population
consisted of a very small group made by 17
Germans, 33 French, 13 Italians. The court
records of Galata reveal that these foreigners
applied to the kadi of Galata for matters
related to their personal affairs. During the
Ottoman period, as it was in the times of the
Genoese, the business life of the town was
focused around the Persembe Pazan Street,
called the Orta Hisar.

As for the establishment of Beyoglu, the area
around the Pera vineyards on the other side of
the Upper Walls, where later on the Beyoglu
district emerged, originally consisted of
gardens, vineyards and cemeteries. Settlement
in this area took start after the construction of
the Galatasaray for the education of the
icoglans (page) for the Sultan’s Palace. The
Beyoglu region, where the palace of the
Venetian Aloisio Gritti, one of the favourites of
the Sultan Selim II (1566-1574), was located,
was later embellished with the pavilions of
European ambassadors and expanded beyond

the city walls. During the 15th and 16th
centuries, new ethnic groups joined the
town of Galata. Between 1463-1520, new
commercial houses were established in
Galata by the merchants of Florence,
encouraged by Mehmed the Conqueror’s
policy to support Florence against Venice.
The annual turnover of these commercial
houses reached 600,000 gold coins. Later
on, however, they were replaced by the
Venetians. Throughout the period, Galata
remained as a commercial centre, where
the products of the East and the West,
namely European woolen cloth and Persian
silk cloth, were exchanged. This trade was
the major source of wealth for the city
states of Genoa, Florence and Venice.
Another ethnic group to settle in Galata
were the Arabs. Starting with 1569 and
especially in the year 1610, masses of Arab
immigrants from Andalusia settled in
Galata. After this event, the St Domenic
Church began to be called the Arap Cami
(Mosque of the Arabs).

There were few Europeans in Galata in the
18th century. However, during the 1gth
century, with the rapid expansion of trade
with Europe, they also began to settle in
Galata. According to the observations of
Charles White, in the 1840s, the well-to-do
Turkish inhabitants of the city started to do
their shopping in Beyoglu instead of the old
Grand Bazaar. La Grande Rue de Péra became
the heart of the cosmopolitan Beyoglu
district, where shops selling European
goods and hotels and pubs in European
fashion were situated. During the 1853-
1856 Crimean War this process gained
further momentum. The Europeans and
especially the British, thanks to the
privileges they were granted, turned Galata
into an actual free port. By the year 18535,
the region of Calata and especially its
Persembe Pazan, Voyvoda Street and
Karakoy sections, had already been
transformed into a major commercial centre
where European shops and financial
institutions were located. This new
development of Galata attracted masses of
Greeks, Armenians and Jews, who were
previously living in other districts of
Istanbul and the ethnic makeup of the city
changed once more. A new cosmopolitan
type called “Levantine” emerged. It is
known that new churches and synagogues
were built in Beyoglu during this period.

According to the 1927 census, the
composition of Galata’s population was as
follows: 145,140 Muslims (39.80% of the
total population), 63,284 Greeks (21.72%),
32,277 Jews (11.08%), 23,517 Armenians
(8.07%), 19,793 Catholics (6.79%) and 6,059
other Christians (2.08%).

Modern municipality in Istanbul was for the
first ime implemented in the Galata region,
imposed by the Europeans. In the year
1857, the Galata-Beyoglu region with its
dark and muddy streets crowded with
criminals and beggars, changed under a
municipal administration in European
fashion. The municipal administration set
up new sources of revenue, demolished the
inner city walls, built new and broad
avenues, established public cleaning and
lighting services and founded a municipal
police organization. However, the attempts
of the Europeans to convert the Municipal
Council into an autonomous administration
resulted in disputes with the Ottoman
government.

Transportation between Istanbul and Galata
through the Golden Horn was mainly done by
boats. The first bridge on the Golden Horn was
built between Azep-kapr and Un-kapani in the year
1836. In 1876, an underground tunnel was opened
between Karakdy and Beyoglu, which was one of
the first underground tunnels of the world.
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