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FIALIL INALCII(

This is a preliminary report and a tentati\/e analysis of a survey

of Istanbul rnade by the order of Mehrnecl II the Conqueror in the
year 1455r. The introduction to the section concerning Galata tells
us that this part of the registel-was corlrpleted in early Muhan'ern
860 of Hegira con'esponding to 11-20 f)ecernber 7455 A.D., or'

about trvo and half years after the conquest. A phot.ocopy of the
rnanusclipt, which bears no archival notice, wAS given to tne for
stchry by Iate Professor Bekir Srtkr Baykal.

In this incornplete n)anuscript only 128 pages are extal)t. Of the
section on Galata, only the last few pages are rnissiug, while the part
dealing rvith Istanbul, of which we have only 37 pages, has large
gaps. The cntire norfhern section of dre ciry on the eastenr side of a
line fi'orn Edirne-I(apr to the l(tiquk-Ayasofya Mosque on the
Malmara coast is rnissing. That is to say the rnost populous ar-eas of
the Golden Horn, with the Tefktrr Sarayr, Fatih, Bayezicl, Ayasofya

qtral'tel's are urissing in the photocopy. However, recently, the
missing part has been discover.ed in a l-egister of the centr-al
finarrcial departnrent (Bap-Multasebe), tol'n from the original and
incorpolated into the register2.

Sirrce Byzantine Istanbul was taken by force ('anwatan ) and
Galata by agleerllell[ trncler an 'ahdnar)]e; a covenant, the people
ancl propelties in each wer-e differently tleatecl in accoldance with
the differellt stipulations of Islarnic Larv. I exarnined the part
clealing lvith Galata, altogether 91 pages iu my sttrdy dealing with
Galata. The introduction to the part corlcerning Galata is extant, it
says:

I For the clocurnent see H. inalcrk. "Ottoman
ed., Prentiite ReconDe httemationale sur I'entpirc
Istanbtrl, 1991.

2 I arn inclebted to Plofessor iclris Bostan for
from it is not includecl in this strrcly.

Galata, 1453-1553", in E. Eldem,
Ottonan et la Turquie A4oclerne,

informing me about it. I\4aterial
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"This is the copy of a clefter (r'egistet') cotlcerning the people

ancl hottses of Galata. In olcler that the people subjectecl to cizya

(poll tax) or exeurpted fi'om it ancl their'finirncial strength as rt'ell as

the btrildings belonging to the Srrltan's treasuty, strllject to rent with

the yeally paylnent, or those exeurptecl ones with llo paylllent be

krrou,n throtrgh a detailed volunre, a sul'vey is orclet'ed by ottl Strltarl

Mehnrecl son of Mtrrad I(han. This is cortrpletecl in the eally

Muhan'enr of the yeal of eight htrnclred aucl sixty of the Plopltet's

Hicljra (11-21 of Decembel of 1455)." It is to be kept in nrincl that

the system of registration and taxation of Istanbtrl totalll' cliffers

from those of Galata. In the Istanbtrl section of the incontplete

register, in the 23 Mahatles, or qtrartel's, we counted 9i8 houses,

291 of theur at'e noted "empty" or "in l.rtilts".

The Islanric Law stiptrlated that in a city taken by force
('anwatan ) the land ancl buildings belongecl to the t'rtlet'. So in the

first clays of the col)quest the srrltarl "donatecl to all the gt'atrclees,

ancl to those of his hotrseholcl, the uragnificctrt hotnes of the lich
wit.h galdens ancl fielcls and vineyards insicle of the city. To sotrte of
thern he even gave bearrtifirl chtrlches as their- pt'ivate lesicletrces."3

The t'est of the Iand and builclings was [o be legister-ecl for the

irnperial tr-easuly. The Sultan's plirnaly concel'rt aftet' the conqttesl-

was to repopulate qtrickly his nelv capital cityr.

Clitovotrlos, the Gr-eek histolian close to the sttltatr gives

irltel'esting details aborrt the settlenrerlt of the captive Gleeks iu the

city in the first days after the couquests. "The clezrci of Rotnatts ancl

foleignels as was reported in all the fightitrg ancl in the capttll'e

itself, all tolcl, lllen, rvolrren and childreu well-nigh four thousand

ancl a little rnore than fifty thotrsand were taketr plisortet's irtcltrcling

abotrt fir'e hunch'ecl fi'onr dre lvhole anrry." One fifth of the captives,

the Sultan's shar-e about one thousancl rnen rvel'e settlecl "togethet-

rvith their wives and childleu, along the shor.es of the city' |1o.1rot',

sitrce they rvere seafaring tnen whorn they pr.eviously had called

:t Flistoty of l\,Ielunecl tlrc Cottqrrelor', by Critovoulos, trauslate(l fi'onr the Greek

by Charles T.Riggs, Princetou: Pliuceton University Press, 1954, 76.
I See, H. itralcrk, "The Policy of Mehnrecl II towar-cl the Greek Poprrlation of

Istarrlrtrl ancl the Byzantine Buildings of the City", Drrrrrbartoit Oaks Papets, r'o1.23-

24, (r969-1970), 231-249.
i Clitovorrlos. ibicl.
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Stenitc.s. He gave theur horrses ancl fi'eed theru fi'our taxes fol a

specificd time"(i.

Also Sultan's initial decisiou was to settle "the nol;ility rvhonr he
apploved of to live thele with their r,vives and chilch'en. Accorcliugly
he gave them lrouses ancl lancls ancl plovisions fol living, and triecl
in evely way to help therlr"7. But then, following the wartring that
the nobility inclrrcling the Gr-and Dtrke Notaras "worrlcl no longet'
hesitate to plot in their orvn interests and seek to get back rvhat they
folruerly had or else rvould cleselt to the ellelnies" they wele all
exectrtecl. Later he ptrnishecl those who gave hinr the aclvice , nattrely
his vizier'.s Zaganos and Shihabeclclins. On the basis of the evidetrce
fi'orn the srrlvey rve find two successive waves of settlels in the
qual'tel's of the conquered city. The first settlels can)e irnnecliately
aftel the conqLlest. Eyewitness Ottornan histolian Ttrlsun Rey

lepoltsr) that the Conqrreror proclairned that whoever caule of his
own accord, be he rich or poor', cotrld select whate\/er abatrdoued
hottse ol nransion he chose, ancl be glantecl the freehold of it.
Ttrrstrn aclcls that nulner-ous people healing the call came and
occtrpied houses and mansions. It appeal's that this triggerecl a wa\/e

of settlers fiom Anatolia and Thrace. Btrt those lvho an'ived soort
deserted, seeing tro chance of survival in a ruinous dead ciry. Before
lre left for Adrianople in June 1453, the Concperor had also
ordered that five thotrsand households be deportecl to Istanbul b1,

September 1.453. The first go\/ernor' (subashi) of Istanbul,
I(arishturan Strleyrnan beg, was given special orders for the task of
repoptrlating the city. Dtrling the srunnlel of 1453, people fronr
Galata and Silivri (Sylernbria) were deported to Istanbul.

The Conquel'ol r-eturned to Istanbul in the auturnr] of the same

year. Seeing that his ordels for the repoptrlation of the city had not
sttcceeded as he had hoped, he took strict measuresl0. In order to
encourage those Christians who had fled befole the siege to return

('Ibicl., 
83.

7 tbt.t.
I tbid., 84-88; for Mehmed II's favors to the Greeks in later periocls, see H.

inalcrli, "The Status of the Greek Orthoclox Patriarch", Essays in Ottotnan Histoty,
istarrbrrl: Eren, 1998, 204-206.

\t The Histoty of Mehnted the Con<Tueror by Tursun -Beg', H. iualcrli and R.

Murphey, Minneapolis and Chicago: Bibliotheca Islamica, I978.
10 See "lsta,rbrrl" (H. inalcrk) , Encyclopaeclia of Islanl 2"'l edit-ion ,lV, 22+226.



HALIL INALCIK

and settle in istanbrrl, Sphranues asselts,ll he appointed George

Sclrolarios Patriarch on 6 January 1454. The Sultan then went to
Bursa to punish "soute local atrtholities" fof theil failule to

persrtade the citizens of Bttrsa to migrate to Istanbtrl. Thele he

ordered the deportation of a nttmbel of people to settle the trew

Mtrslim towrl of Eyiip otrtsicle of Istanbult2.

Staying in Bursa 35 clays, he letulned to Istanbul and thetr set

out for Adrianople in the winter', that is, the winter of 1454-1455.

Oul survey book, cornpleted in Decenrber 1455, shows the situation
just one yeal'later. He rntrst have given orders for the sun/eY ltefore
he left fol Edirne.

Giving the details on the identity of the settler-s, the sul\'eY

allows us to detennine the patterns of settlenrent. Hel'e, we hat'e

taken for exarnples the qttat-tet's of Top-Yrkrgr, Altr-Melrner
Ipsomathya (Samatya), ancl isa-I(elmesi the quartels with the lalgest

gl'oups of settlels.

The Top-Yrkrgr qualter had 83 households broken down into 5

Greek, 33 Muslirn and 45 Jewish l-rotrseholds. Prior to these trew

settlers, the houses wele occupied by settlers fronr l(ocaeli (41),
Eflugan (I(astamonu) (3), Bolu (3) inonti (21), I(estel (Btrrsa

district), Mattisa, Bollu, Burgaz, Qorltr and Tekrn-rr-Dagr (20) and

Jews frorn Filibe (Plovdir') (34). Other Mtrslirn settlel's were fi'orn
Bulgaz (1) and there wer-eJews from Edir-ne (Aclrianople), Castoria
and Livadya.

One of the quite extensi\/ely settled quarters, the quarter of
Ipsornathya displays arl interesting picture. The early settlet's, 1B

from areas as widely scat.tered as Eregli, Mrtdurnu, Iftztrbey-eli,
Bolu, Gerede in Northwestern Anatolia, I(oca-eli, Bursa, Bahkesir',

Seferihisar and Menteqe in Western Anatolia, as well as fi-om
Gelibolu in Rumeli, were all Muslirns. Among the 13 "Rums"

tt The Falt of the Byzantine Entpire, A Chronicle by Georg'e Sphranaes, lL}I-
1477, tr-anslated by Marios Philippicles, Amherst: The University of Massachtrsetts
Press, 1980, 134: "He (the Sultan) further declared the restoration of houses and
property to those the had abandonecl our city before the siege if they returned home,
they would be treated according to their rauk and religion, as if nothing had
happened."

r2 For Eyrip see "Ey.ip Projesi", Eytip: DfinrtBug'tin, SynpositLrn, 11-12,

December 1993, istanbul: Tar-ih VaMr Yurt Yalrnlarr 1994, 1-23.
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(Greeks) in the quarter', thlee are distinguished as Istanbulltr,
nati\res of Istanbul, and olle as a kegiq, a monk. The quarter''s
poPrrlation at the tirne of the survey, however-, shows quite a
clifferent picture. While lr).osr of the early Muslirn settlers are
rnarked as runaways, the Greeks apparently stayed on; the houses
abondonecl by Mtrslirns aud others were occtrpied by a large group
of Jews, 37 in number to be exact fi'om Izdin (Zituni) in Greece.
Thus, at the tirne of the strrvey the quarter had a predominantly
Jewish settletnent. It shotrld be noted that eight hotrses in the
rlonastel-ies contitrued to be occupied by Mtrsliur settlel's. A hotrse
abondoned by $ahin of Boltr was occupiecl by two Rums. There wel'e
noJews in the lnonestery houses.

The quarter Isa-I(et'nresi, named after the church with the sarne
l)allle, shows a pattern evidently different fronr the others, since it
kept its Inore pronounced Greek character. In this quarter we fincl
Muslirn settlers fronr various palts of Anatolia, including Bolu,
Yenice, Ayazrnend, Ankara ancl Bogaz-Hisar. Six of these Muslinrs
occupied the houses in the coultyard of the rnonasrely of Ayo
Dirnitri "Palologoz". Ther-e rvere 19 Rtrnr living in the qllal.ter
incltrding eight "kalogerya", one "kalogeros", one priest ancl fotrr
other Rurns, all living in the houses belonging to the monastery of
Mirlosi. This is the only quarter with a Greek majority, apparently
most of them being affiliated with the mollasteries ancl churches in
the quarter. It may be that the monastery of "Mirlosi", with its nuns,
was left trndisttrrbed by the Turkish invaders. The great nurnber of
Gleek religious people living in the city after the conquesr is
notewot'thy. The Jews from Lofca (Lovec) in Bulgaria seenr to have
been deportees. In the quarter. of Altr-Merrner, the Muslims from
Qollu in Thrace were in majority (r4 hotrseholds) while rhose who
abondoned the place included Muslinrs from Bolu (2 hotrseholds)
ancl Qaga (4 households) a place near Bolu. In the last group we
find one tannel', one fakih and one akhi. The fact. that some left the
city after obtaining an official perrnit (iclhn) indicates rhat once
settled one could not leave the city at one's own will. So many of the
first settlers who left wele nrarked as rurlaways.

In our survey, G'eeks are called Rrrrn or-Rrrmi. They are
sometilnes mentioned with reference to their origins: yorgi from
Edirne, Yorgi frorn Silivri, Manul, Athanas, Yorgi of Istanbul,
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Thoclolos (Monastery Aya Nergiro), or to their plofessions: Diruitli
the shoemaker', Vasiliko the glain seller', Thorna the scribe,
Agapenos, the constr\rctol' (yaptrcr), the priest (papas) Wasilikos,
Mihal, the garder)el', a keqiq ol kalogelos.

Of the 27 rnonasteries listed in the fragurent of the survey, onl1,

oue is still occupied by Greeks. The others are deser'[ed ol inhabitecl
by Mtrslirn imrnigrants. 40 chtrrches are listed for the section
covet'ecl by the fragment, lnany of them situatecl rvithin the rvalls of a
monastery. Only two churches still belong to the Gleeks. Five
chulches are inhabitecl by Muslim iurntigrants. Most of the others,
having lto cotrgregations, wel'e in nrin.

It was Ciibbe Ali Bey, then the go\/el'nol' of Bursa, rvho was

entntsted with the task of conducting the sru-\/ey. I{e chose as the
sul'\/eyol scribe his cousin, Turstur bey, the famotrs historian of the
reign of Mehrnecl the Conqrreloll3. Tulstrn desclibes the purpose
ancl the gener-al backgt'ound of the legistratiolt: Following the
conquest of the city, the Strltan declaled that anyone who came of
his own free will and took possession ancl resided in a house
abandoned by its folrner resident, rvould beconre its proplietor'.
Theretrpon, people lich and poor flockecl into the city and
occupiecl hortses and palaces. Later the Sultan isstred a ltew edict to
the effect that all strch houses should be legistered and each
clrarged with a rent (rnrrkita'a), suitable for its conditions. VVhar was

to be glanted as pl'opelty, it rvas explained, was the l>uilding; the
gr-orrtrd of it belongecl to the wakf for the rnosoue of Ayosofya, so

that the plot of the btrilding was strbject r.o a rent.

Tttt'suu adds: "BecAlrse of the regisu ation lnany houses changed
hands. For instance, a persorr rvho was not able to pay the rent for'
the plot had to leave and get another hotrse stritable for his nleans.
Wten the register'lvas conrpleted and submitted to the Sultan it
becarne apparent that appr-oxirnately two thousand ftrqr or 100
rnillion akqa was realized. But imnrediately after', the Sultan, out of
his favotrr, granted the rent to his ku,ls (the militaly) and strbjects,
and ordered that certificates, ador-ned with his ttrghra, the irnperial
seal, be given to theru free of any charge of rent (nukita'a).

llJ Fot his bioglaphy see H. inalcrk, "Tursun Beg, Historian of Mehnrecl the
Conqueror's Tinre", WZKM, 69 (1977), 55-7I.

THE OTTOMAN SURVEYOF 1455

The cotrclltel'ol', who after the conqtrest clairnecl to be successor'
to tlre Roman ernperors, taking the title of the l{ayser-i Rrirn,
zealotrsly stalted to l'epopulate and rebtrilcl the nrinecl city. The
cletails given by the chroniclels, mainly Critovotrlos and Turstyr ancl
ottornan docunren[ation, give quite a clear. pictul.e of the task of
rel>trilding his inrperial capital. In this respecr rhe sun,ey of l45b is
otll' lnost detailecl and leliable soulce about the conditiorrs of the
buildings, irtclttcling churches and lnonastel'ies, aftel the conquest,
ancl abotrt his contilluous effolts to repoptrlate.

The concluel-or cleclared the first clay of his entry to the
conc[rel'ecl city tltat "fi'ort] r)ow on Istanbtrl is rtry lhat, thlone (city)"
or iruperial capiral city. (Ttrlsun Bey) ancl rhat Hagia Sophia the
Cirrri'-i I(ebir, or rhe Great Mosque of his capital city. In l4b7 tl-re
Corrqrrerol urade o\/el' [o the wakf (char.itable founclation) of Aya
Sofya othet'Byzantine leligious builclings, rlow convertecl to Mtrslirn
use: Pantocrator or Zeyrek Canri'i, St. Saviotu pantepoptes, or Eski
Itnat'et Cattti'i and Mescid at the Citaclel at Silivr-i. The restrlt of the
sack and enslavenrent of its population r,vas that the city was
dentrclecl of its fot'rner inhabitants ancl the charactel rvhich it hacl
possessed in the Byzantine period was laclically changeclr'r. ht 1463
the Conquet'or ordered the constnrction of a luosque ancl a Sultanic
corrrplex, 'int6.ret in his orvn narne, Fi.tih Strltal Mehrne d. The
courplex included a Mosque, eight seconclar.y ancl eight higher
rnedreses, a hospice, an inralet (public kitchen), a hospital, a
pt'inlarl'school and a liblary. Aroturcl the cornplex Saclcller-'s hall
lvitlt ll0 shops ancl trvo bathhouses. To the nolth there wer.e the
hot'se tltarket and the stables. To the sotrth of the saclcller's hall r-rew
bart'acks fol the Janissaries were btrilt. The annual incorne of the
cortrplex fi'our tJne wakf resources reachecl arouud 32.000 gold
pieces. Those ernPloyees in the rnosque ancl other Piotrs
fotrndations itr the ntunber of 383 men leceivecl their. salaries fi-onr
the rvakf ftrnd. Besides the fi'ee foocl clispensecl ar rhe public
kitchen, 3.300 loaves of breacl rvele claily clistr.ibrrtecl ro the
emltloyees ancl the poor.

tlFor the ciry's clevelopnlent rrncler the Ottornalrs see, "Isranbtrl" (H. inalcrk),
htcy'clopaeclia of Islatn, e. editiou.
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These facilities cottstitttted the core of a fypical Ottourau city,

provicling all kincls of leligious, social, atrd econotrric services. The

sparial distribr-rtion of ftrnctions of the Byzantine facilities within
intrarnur-al Istanbtrl in genelal reurained ttttchanged cluring the

Ottorrran era. The Bedestan, covet'ed bazaan'fot' r,aluable goocls, and

the Grancl Bazaar- sections with bazaals (qarqrs) of the city, for

exanrple, also hacl the sanre ftrnctions duling the Byzantine period.

The Byzantine Hippodronre, cotrvertecl itlto the Af Meydant

continttecl to sen,e as the rnaitr pultlic open space where sPectacles

wel-e olganized cltrring e\rents such as wecldirlgs, circttntcisions, or

crnr fiavelin thlowing) games. Unkapanr, the Flour Tr-ading Flall in

the port region of the Golclert Horn, had also beetr the place for the

weighing and clistributiort of flotrr during the Byzantirle era. The

town of Eyup beyond the city walls, howet'er, was fiom the vel'y

beginning established as a Turkish towll. Het'e, a t{itbe
(rnausolettm), nrosqtte, attd intaret complex, built lly Mehrned the

Couqtreror oll a tomb -allegedly that of Aba Ayytrb A.rlsiri, olle of
Plophet Moharnmed's companions-developed in tine into a typical

Ottotnatr town. The first inhabitants of this towtt wel'e forcibly
ltrought from the city of Bursa. Later on Aba Alyrb cane to be

consiclered the patron of Istanltul. The town of Eyup, like the holy

cities of medieval Etrrope, becarne a cerlter for the totnbs of saints

ancl great personages ancl a destination of pilgrinage l'enowrlecl in
the entire Musliur wolld.

In 1459, the viziers of the Sultau, tlpon his olders, began to

constl'uct. sirnilar cotnplexes in othel Pafts of the city ancl new

districts of Istanbul developed around these complexes (see the

Attached Plan: Pict. III).

Tlre nrost important complexe.s (k{illiye) btrilt dtrring the era of
Mehnrecl the Conqttel-or and of ltis son Bayezid II, were those of
Mahnrtrd Pasha, Murad Pasha, Gedik Ahmed Pasha, Mustafa Pasha,

Qanclarh ibrahirn Pasha and Hadnn AIi Pasha. Itr tinre, new lraftiyes

ernergecl arouncl these conrplexes, which provided the city with
mosques, tnedreses, scltools, inarets and othel religious and social

selices, and by 1500, tl-re 12 nahiyes of Istanbul catne irlto being.

The Srrrrci (intranrtrral) Istanbul, which covers arl area of 13 squal'e

kilorneters, cannot be considet'ecl as a prototypical city, ot'ganizecl in
concentric cilcles around the city center. It has insteacl developed in
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various nahiS'es within this area, each naltiye having a large klilliye at
[he cetrtt'e. Sirnilarly each resiclential district, in ttu'n, developecl
ar-ound a rnosque, clnu'ch, or a s)nlagogue. These cornplexes refle ct
zr patrittronial and hierarchical ordel in the city's constitution. No
Vizier coulcl build complexes larger than those of the Sultan.
Cornmon people wel'e only allowed to btrild snrall mosques
(nescid) in the distlicts. If a "centle"were to lte defir-red for the city
of'Istanltul, it wotrld probably be the port legion of the Golden
Holrr ancl the utarketplace whele the Grand Bazaar lvas located.
The port region, lvhele plovisions and nrerchandise were received
into lalge tr:ading ltalls (kapan) and the cara\ransaries ancl Grand
Bazaar', whele cal'a\rans unloaded their wares, were connectecl to
each othel by parallel streets, with shops situated on both sides.
The port region and the Covered Bazaar consti[trtecl the
collullel-cial hub of Ottornan Istanbul, as it does toclay and had dorte
so earlier, in the Byzantine era.

The Islarnic city, like the city of antiqtrity, appeal's to consist of
two pal'ts. The colnrnel'cial and social life of the city is focusecl
aroutrcl the ttraitr ternple and the main rnarketplace, both of which
have a highly plannecl and organized character'. Beyond these wo
areas lie the lesidential districts olganizecl locatccl at landorn.
Ottonran Istanbtrl proper can be saicl to have enrelgecl during the
ela of Bay'ezicl II, lvhen the popularion of the ciry probably reached
200,000. The intlanrttral Istanbtrl was the actual metr-opolitan ar-ea

at that tinre. Uskiiclar', the tel'lninating point for- caLavans coming
frotn Asia, as well as Galata and Ey.ip (Haslar) on the European side
constituted separate towns. It was as late as the 19tl' centruy that the
Galata-Pela legion expandecl rapidly ro the north and
overshadowecl the olcl Istanbul. The tran.sfornration of the eastern
shot'es of Uskticlar-Ihchkoy ancl Penclik into a uretlopolitan ciry took
place even later', in the 1950-1990 period. However, the ftrnction of
the Istanbul-Galata as the city's cornrnercial centr-e did not change
sittce Mehured the Concplerol' had laid the foundations of the
Ttrlkish city of Istanbul. The oven'iding objective of the well-
established Ottontan tradition of trrbanisnr, based on the institution
of v,akfs, charitable foundations is surnrnarized thtrs in a couple t in
the chalter of the Founclations:
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