
BURSA AND THE COIVTIVIERCE

OF THE LEVANT

NY

FI.ALIL INT\LCIK

(Ankara, University) Twc.-;;*;i

I. Turkey's trade with Arabia and Indie, r48o-r1oo.

It is not an exaggention to sey tl-rer E,uropern historians of thc
Lcvant trade vicwed it essentially from Venice or Genor. Thcy drcrv
their evidence mainly from documents preservcd in the archives of
these cities. This evidence was bound to be often misleading, for the
Venetians and Genoese showed little interest in internal developments
h the Levant and viewed the measures teken by the Ortoman rulers
only in terms of their effect upon the Levant trade. Thus ir is nor
astonishing to 6nd even in such e great scholer as W. Heyd rhe general
judgements of decline and destruction of the Levanr trade as r resulr
of the Ottoman expansion t). Just as the assetions of decline for a

whole period and region in European economy in later middle-r-ges
have been subjected to revision and often modified r) under the light
of the recent investigations, which heve indiceted thet rhcrc werc ec-

rually shifts of activities from one section to another rather than a

general decline, so our own inquiries in the native sources concerning
the commerce of the Levant are tending now to eltcr some of thc widely
hcld views sincc !fl. Heyd wrote tr-is authoritative work.

There are indeed locel sources for the history of rhe Lcvrnt tmde.
The Turkish archives contxin some importent collecrions concerning
the conditions of the Levant trade for the last decadcs of the r l th

r) Hiiloire du commcrct lu L2uant au Molcn-igc, transl. F. Raynaud, II. rcimpression,
r vols. Leipig 1916, pp. 218, 1t7, t49, ,toj.

r) Scc Rclaqioni, X. Intcrnationd Congrcss of Flistorical Scicnccs, vol. vi, Rome
I9Jl, pp. 8ot-rt7.
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century when world trade and economy was going through momentous

chrnges r).

In this first article we shell derl with how Bursa, eerly capitel of
thc Ottornan stttc, bccenrc ,r ccntcr of thc trlclc bctwccn thc Ottonrln
dominions and Syria and Egypt, rnd rvhat effecrs this nerv situation
had on the commerce of the Levant 2).

Let us start by examining the table below which is based upon the
materirl from rhe records of the QAdfu of Bursa.

r) Thc principal collcctions which ulc arc going to usc in this study arc: I.Thc
cusroms day-books cilled nnfrcl,it or riTn,inlc. The day-books which were kept ar
thc principal ports recordcd day by day ships coming and going with the namc end
origin of the captain, the port of origin, merchants or agcnts aboard with thcir name
and origin, thc warcs thcy brought specifying cach item and its quantity and value
and thc durics lcvied Prccisc tables and diagrams can be drewn up on the basis of
this material to show at a given pon and datc thc imports and exports, priccs and thc
volumc of trade. Unfornrnatcly, of thesc books only a few arc availablc now in the
archivcs for the r y th and the eerly r 6th cenrurics. Thc most importent oncs for our
subjcct arc thc riXninh for thc ports of Akkerman and Ki[a covcring thc pcriod
betwccn r491 a,nd ry ry, in Bagvckilct Archives, Istanbul, Maliyc, no. 6; thc riXninh
for thc port of Kaffa for thc years bcrwccn 1484 and 1489, in thc semc archives,
Kamil Kcpeci tasnifi, No. JzSo; anothcr rilqndnk for thc Danubian pons from
Tultr to Smcdcrevo (Semendcre) in rvhich the books of Tulla and l'crgogi.i (Giurgiu)
of thc ycars ryo6 end rtr4-rt zr and of Smcdcrovo of the yc^t rt r4 arc noteworthy.
Thc oldcst *a.ilzblc rlqnrinfc for thc port of Antalya (Setalia, Adalia) in thc Archives
is datcd rJ6o, lvlaliyc no. ro2. II. Thc muqila'it registcrs containing thc accounts of
thc rcvcnucs vhich werc farmed out make up a second category. Thcy contain thc
customs duticg rcvcnucs of various zoncs, customs rcgulations and other trxation.
Thc most irnponent ringlc registcr of this type ir a, d{nr-i ary,i1a.6t covcring rlmost 

.

thc cntirc rcign of lvfchcmmcd II (r41r-r48_r), in the B:rgvckilct Archivcs, MaUyc
No.7587 z'nd,6zzz and r76. Ill.Thcthirdimportantcltcgoryof sourccsiscomposcd
of thc books kcpt by thc Qidls who in thcir capacity as iudgc, notlry public rnd
supcrvisor of thc stetc hncnccs in thcir zonc havc lcft us a lrrgc collcction of courr
decisions on comrncrcial mattcrs, contrects, cenificates, notariel dce&, and dceds
of thc propertics of the deceased. We arc fomrnate to havc a rich collection of thcse
books kcpt by thc Kidi of Bursa of thc last decadcs of thc rlth ccntury. They arc
nou, prescrved at the Museum of Burs4 scc for detils Bellctcz, No. 44, p. 691, and,
IAtint FaLilteti llccmaan, vol. rJ, No. r-4, pp. ,r-7t. Somc of thc documcnts
from these books are published in Bellctcn, No. 44, pp,69y7o8, and No. 9t, pp. 4t-g6.
This collcction will bc our main source in this study.

r) In thc subscqucnt anicles we shall dcal with thc tredc with Pcrsia cspccially
thc silk tndc which madc Burse an intcrnadonrl markct for this stuff bcrwcco Pcrsie
and Europc, thc European cloth tradc in Turkcy and customs dutics eod priccs will
bc also dcalt with.
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r) Ala{Z w.s rny kind of cloth with stripcs of diffcrcnt colours. In rhc r lth ccntury
documents wc 6nd aladja ol Bursr, r kind of silk cloth, cotron texrilcs cilled ala,!/a
nd ala{a of Indie. Foithc impon of Indian tcxtitcs scc belorv p. r4r.
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Among the Anb merchants in Butsa in this period the example of
Khodia $a& al-Din b. 'Abd al-Rahim al-shimi is of a particulxrinterest
for us because of his wide-range acrivities. Here is a list showing the
business he carried on in the ye^rs r47g-r48o.

Pncc
goo& in ak{a sold to bought from datc

The most active of the Arab merchents in this period, Khodjr Sadr

al-Din of Damaskus, traded, xs apperrs from our list, in spices end dyes

imported from his nxtive town as well as in Bursa silk cloths, European
woollen cloths and Angora cxmelors (mohair). It is interesdng to note
that Bursa was then a market of gum mxstic of Csiosr) for the Arab
merchants from Syria too. He sold spices in large quxntities to rhe

merchants of Bursa and Istanbul. Apparently he had sertled in Bursa

and engaged himself in the impon as well as export trade. r\mong lr-is

orstomers we 6nd Arab merchents such as 'LJmer of Demaskus who
bought from hinr Bursr cloths which he himsclf lud :rpparcntly bought

l) Csios, closcly dcpcndent oo thc Bursa markct for its trade rvith rhe East rnd
Nonh in this pcriod, cxponed a considerablc pan of its mastic to Bursa, a fact that is
confirmcd by thc large scalc sdcs of it thcrc. The Island grcady benefited from its
trensit tredc which cneblcd the mcrchancs of the Wcstern narions withour commcrciel
privilcdgcs to tradc with thc Ottomrn dominions. By r41o thcre is a rcfcrcncc to
English kcrsey doths in Chios. Thc merchand-ise thet the English got in exchenge
wcrc sillt, icwcls, cotton, wincs, mestic, Turkish qrrpe(s, camelors, rhubarb, pepper
and othsr kinds of spiccs (see Ph. Argcnd, Tbc Occupaion of Ciot, Cambridge r91 8,
pp. 1oo-5or). Cotton and camelots (moheir) were importcd from Turkey. Thc great
transit ccntcr of thc Angora camclots in this period was Bursa. In his gencral tcndency
to show thc Islend as thc main produccr of its cxporrs, and to rninimizc thc exports
of Turkish products, Argcoti assumed *rat the trade of camelots dcpendcd on rbe
production in Csios itsclf (p. yo9). We have no indicarion of a Chian indusrry lergc
cnough to provide of thc large scale export of camelors from thc Island.

I'ooo

tooo

,oot

,oooo

4ooo 'Umar, Drmaskus
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in Burse. He must have been doing business with the Italians there

too, since a Qi{i decd showcd that he had a credir of a large sum of
86ooo akEa on Alessio, son of Piero, a Florentine merchent, who died
in Bursr in February 1479').

Ivlost of the Arab merchants doing business in Bursr were from
Damaskus and Aleppo. In our teble ro out of z8 Arab merchants were

from Aleppo, 6 from Damaskus, one from Hami, one from Damiette
and one from Andalusia. Khodja Nfugli[r al-Din of Bursa, mentioned
in our table as selling 

" 
gr..fqGniiry of pepper to a Jew named tvfirsi

of Istanbul, is an example among many other Ottoman merchants

who were buying spices from the Arab merchants or importing it
themselves from Mecca, Damaskus or Aleppo. Also it is not a coinci-
dence that the merchants in our table buying spices and dyes h Bursa

were in majoriry Jews of Istanbul. These were found in great numbers
in the trade of spices, European cloths and silk, not only in Istanbul, but
also in the ports of Akkerman, Kaffa, Giurgiu and Kilia as the customs

registers show.
Our table contains only a small part of the Arab merchants mentioned

in the records of the Qidi of Bursa in those years. \7e have listed the

merchants considered most rypical. The table indicates that the principle
imports by them were spices, dyes (indigo, gum lac) and textiles (cloths

of Yaman, Aladfu). It is a question whether the mohair sold by an

Andalusian merchant was a product of Andulusia or of Turkey, for
Turkey itself wes producing and exporting mohair in great quantity.
The tradc in raw silk betwcen Turkcy and thc Arab countrics must be

also limited since Turkey was getting it in great quantity directly ftom
Iran. Syria was then producing a 6ne quality of cotton t), but Turkey
was at the same period a great producer of cotton and met domestic
needs sufficiently. As for thc spices and dyes they appear to be regular
imports in great quantity from Syria and Egypt. Under the Ottomans
Bursa appears to have become a transit center of spices for Constantin-

r) Scc Bellclen, No. 9r, p. 72, document 8.

z) F. C. Ltr.c, Andrca Barbarigo, r4r8-r449, Baltimore 1944, p.6o-6;, tor-tr1;
B. Lewis, Nolu and iocuncnlt trom thc Tur,ldth Arcbiact, Jerusalcm r912, pp, fi'r7.
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ople (stanbul), the Balkans end the Northern countries (Nloldevia,

Poland, Russie).

In l41z Bcrtrlnrlon dc Lr Broquitrc,rvho clmcto Bursl in r crrrtvtn
from Dunaskus, tells us that part oF the spices brought by thc ctrrr'rn
wes bought by the Genoese merch::.nts frorn Pera t). r\bout I+7o x

Florentine, Benedetto Dei, was able to cleim that his fellow cirizens

could provide in Bursa not only for cotton, rvxx etc. but also for spices

and they would be in a more frvourable position there then the Venc-

tians in Alexrndria, for rvhile the latter had to p'.ry for spiccs crsh in
Alexandria the former could barter their cloths tbr the orientrl goods

in Bursa 2). A more precise indicrtion of the imporrance of the spice

trade in Bursa was that the revenue of the duties fronr the inrportccl

saffron, gum lac and pepper in Bursa amountcd to loo.ooo rkda (over
zooo Venetian gold ducats) in 1487 3). This hed been even highcr
(r3y.ooo akia) before, and the decrease cen be ascribed to the conllict
between the Ottomans and the r\[ameluks after the rccession of Biyezid
II (r48 r-r I r z). As z akte per cxnter r) rvas the usuel duty on such goods

the annual import of these three items together crn be estinrated as

about 2too tons (saffron was 3 product of Asia i\finor and must heve

constjtuted the larger pan of this total amount). It can also be noted

that in r yoo Abfr Bakr of Aleppo sold in Bursa at one time spices worth

of zoo.ooo, that is over 4ooo gold ducets.

From the reports of lvl.aringhi, a Florentine agent in Pera, we know
that cven in r lor spices were exported, however smal.l, irom Pera

to Florcncc. In N[:ry r yor hc wrotc to his associrtc in [;l<,rcncc (Scr

Nicolo-Michelozzi) that he had consigned three sacks of peppcr to lrim

r) It Voygc d'Otrcmcr de Bertrandon dc La Broquilrc, prcmicr lrancbant el contcillcr
dc Pbilippc It Bon, Dac lc Boargogne, publiC ct annotd par Ch. Schcfcr, Prris r89r,
PP' tJt' r17'

r) Heyd, II, pp. 149-io, lt4,
5) H. Inelcilq Barta, Bellctca No. 9;, p, 16.Thc three itcms wcrc listcd togethcr

in thc dcftcr.

4) Canter, kentar ot qintdr is shown as cqual ro 4o oA,(t (ooe ok*t-r,z8z kgr.)
in thc customs rcgistcrs of this pcriod .ln t qaninn,ime of 97 z of H. onc cantar was 44
ok*a (see Bcllctcn, No. 6o, p.6n, cf. V7. Hinz, Itlamirhc hlanc und Ccwicbtc, Leidcn
r9ll, P' 2i'

I
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ancl i[ wxntcd he could scnd morc. [t turnccl out, howcvcr, thxt the

diff'erences in prices between Bursa and Florence were thcn not large

enough to make as good a profit as in the silk trade. lvlaringhi thought
thar if sold at z4 ducats a cantar, their pepper rvould mrke e good pro6t t.)

Ve learn from his letters that other companies too were importing spices

from Bursa'9). Galilei and Co. had imported at z4 ducrts (The official

, price of one cantar of pepper in Adrianople was r 8 ducats at this date r)).

lvlaringhi asked lvlichelozzi to send back the unsold part of the pepper

I that he had consigned, and added: "In any case there is no bargain to be

lexpected from the spices" r). Soon he learn6d that all the pepper hc

had sent was sold out, and he asked ,f *y more was wantcd. In r Jo1 he

wrote 5) that the price of pepper might go up to z7 ducats in Pera if
new supplies did not arrive.

There is no doubt that for the sole reason of the uansportation diffic-
julties on the long overland route from Mecca to Bursa, the spice

f trade of Bursa with the West wrs never to be a flourishing one, and
tl"ter on the decrease in prices in the European markcts after the Portu-
guese discovery of the sea-route to India was, as it appears from IvIa-

ringhi's letters, an additional factor to discourage this trade in Bursa and

Pera. But, the Ottoman unifying policy and expansion in the Balkans

and Anatolia followed by the replacement of the Italians by Ottomln.
subjects (IvIuslim or non-lvfuslim) in the spice trade with the Northern
countries, kept the Bursa ancl Istrnbul-Pere spice market alive. This

r) G. R. B. Richards, Florcntine Mcrcbantt in tbc agc ol Mcdicit, Cambridgc Mass',
r912, p. ro8.

z,) Idcm, p. lo8.
1) Kaninn,ine-i lbtifib-i Edirne , cd. O. L. Barkan, TaribVctifrzlan Dcrgii, No. IX,

p. r7r, Hcrc is r list of pcppcr priccs in Turkey in fiis pcriod according to thc customs
registers:

A&ienoplc
Akkcrmeo
Kila
Tulda
Akkerman r 8oo ekda per cantar around
Ycrgogti (Giurgiu) r 8oo akda pcr cantar around

4) Richards, op. cit. p. rr7.
y) Ibid. p. 272.

9lo akla per canur around
r44o-r8oo akde pcr cantar around
rooo-z4oo akie per cantar around
rToo ekte pcr cantar around

r ro.
r t04
t r04
r 1o6
rtrt
rt2t

l'
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nmrkct continucd to bc supplicd rvirh spiccs in the r6th ccntury by

thc Syria-Burse cxrxv'Jn r(Jutc'.rnd thc lJursl-r\tttrlyl-Alcxrnrlrir
sex-route on the one hand, and the Alexendrie-Csios-Istrnbul routc

on the other t).

The customs registers of Akkerman, Krffa, Kilia (Kjli) and Yergogti
(Giurgiu) xttest to an active trade with the northern countries in
this period. From the reign of Nlehemmed II (I45r-r48r) onwerds

not only rvere all kinds of menufrcturcd goods and nrrurel products

of the Ottomen hnds 2) brought to these ports by thc Ottoman mer-

chrnts, NIuslim, Jew, Greek, Armenim, but imported spices, dyes,

sugrr and European cloths were a.lso brought by them 3). Yergogil
received about ,o cantar (rloI kgr.) pepper in eight months in I1o6

and 4, cantar (zrrz kgr.) in six months in ry 15. It is elso interesting

to note thet in Lwow (Lemberg), the center of the Levant trede in
Poland, the Italixns were replaced by Armenians, Greeks, and Jews
coming from the Ottoman empire t), and SuEerva, in Nloldavix on the

trade-route from Kaffe and Akkermxn to Lwow, seems to hrve ex-

panded its Levrntine trade during this period. Vhen in r+t I Petru III

r) Thc vicw that thc India-Arabie trade routc was not complctcly cut ofl and
Indian goods continucd to arrive in l\lccca and Cairo in the r6th century (Lybycr,
Lenc, Braudcl) tinds r st(ong confirm.acion in the Turkish sources (scc Btlhttn,
No. 6o, pp. 66v676). Even in 167r a rcport submittecl to the Lcvant Company in
I;rantc rcrds: ,,De scpt i huit crrrvrnes des Indcs <1ui y (,r\lcppo) ub,rrrlaicnt tous
lcs rns ct qui vr.rnt I Srrryrnc il n'y cn vicltt i priscnt tltr'urrc." (l). Nl.rsson, Ilitt.,h
commrrce /ranlait aa Lcaanl as t6c iiclc, l, p. ,7i.

z) Thc customs regisrers of thcse pons includcd such goods as silks of Burse,
damasks, brocadcs, satin, tafctta, raw silk, cotton goods from Adrienoplc end
Salonica, woo[cn blankcts, coppcr hardwarc, mohair of Angora and natural products
such as dried reisins, nuts, rice, opium, soap, wines, alum. r\mong thc shipowncrs
ere found such namcs as Yani of Trcbizond, Dimitri, Ali Reis, Bernardo o[ Csios,
Yorgi of Trcbizorrd, Nikefor of Crete, Kemal Reis, Save, Angelos, Illanul, Urvays
of Istrnbul, Toma b. Zzno,an,J, rmong the merchants lvlerko, Yusut oi r\drianople,
Andrca of Pera, Avram of Istenbul, N{usa the Jerv, llamze, Kirkor, lrlehmud,
Lcftcri, 'Abd Allih of Bursa, r\lihitar, Kosta, Trindahlos, Iladidii 'Abd' r\ll'ih,
Timur, r\lustafa of Karahisar, Sha'bin the Jcw, Ya'qrib rhe-Jew, llamza o[
Burse, Emre of Istanbul, Siileymen of r\&ianoplc, \'ehuda of trloldavie.

3) Scc L. Charcwiczow4 Handcl Lvowa 7 llohlanja i Llrlt,tnani w n'ic,Ltcb trednicb,

in Hitoryqnl, I, (r924), pp. ,6-67.
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Aeron recognised Nlehemmcd II :rs his suzemin by prying l yc:rrly

tributc of zooo gold duclts, his subiccts wcrc grlntccl frccdorn of trlclc
in the Ottoman dominions, especially in Adrirnople, Bursa, and

Istanbul t). By becoming Hnr,idj gqdr:, people paying tribute, they

also enjoyed a reduction in customs rates which seemed to offset the

burden of the kharddj paid r).

By the end? thi rlth cenrury Russian merchrnts appeered not
only in Kaffa, Akkerman, Kilia and other Bleck Sea ports bur also in
Anatolia and Bursa. An order of the Sulran to rhe Qidis of Anatolia
makes it clear that three Russian rnerchents, named Alexi, Grvril
and Stepan, should be exempted from prying my Htaridi while they
visited Anatola on commercial purposes. At the Porte they declared:
"Previsiously we were doing business importing goods from Russia

and freely travelling in this country but this time when we were

coming from Bursa to Usktidar (Scutari)" the ta-r collector tried to
subject them to ta-\ation claiming that they were run away slaves 3).

The goods imported from Russia were enumerated in the customs

registers as well as in the orders to the collectors of the customs duties {).

These goods were furs, especially Russian foxes, sables, martens, fine
leether (called Balgdri), harnesses, woollen cloths (called Trtki a;nd

Cbknct?),Russian linens, knives and other arms. It crn be assumed that
the Russian-Ottoman trade was quite extensive in this period and the

6rst diplomatic relarions between the two countries, establishcd
through the Khan of Crimqa in r49z,hzd commercial as well as political
(con-flict wirh the Jagellons) motives s).

As for Ragusa (Dubrovnik) we can not emphasize here too much how

r) Thc tcxt of this bcrit in F. Kracliu,OsmanircbcUrkstnden in tirkitcbcr Sprachc,
Wicn r9rr, p. 44.

r) J. Nistor, Dic aarudrtigen Hanlelbcqichmgcn dt Moldau, Gotha rgrr;scc thc
important collcction of documcnts: Docamcnte privind iiloia Rominici, cd. lvf. Rollcr.

) TbeQ,idf dccfu of Bnrra, Thc Bursa lvluscum, $cr'iyc sicillcri, No. r8/r7, v. 518 e.

4) For thc rcgisters scc abovc p. r12 notc r.
1) B. Spulcr, Europdirbe Diplonaten in Coutantinopcl, Jahrbiicbt fiir Gcrbicbtc

Otlcuropat, vol. [, No. ,, p, 42t] H. Inalok, Ycni uuilalara g'irc Ktnm Hanhltnn
Otmanh t,ibili[inc girneri vc ahidniine muclci, Bcllctcn No. 1o, pp. r 8 y -r29, F. Koncczny,
Spravl q futcngli-Gircjcn, Yilno rgz8.
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grcxrly the Rrguslns cxprntlccl thcir tr:rdc in thc Lcvrrnt lt thc csPctrsc

t-rf thc It..rlirns by bcconrirtg t. khtr,i,lj-prtyirrg city to tlrc Ottottt:tttsr)'

Even at the present stege of res.'t..h it is satc to sxy thrt rvith the

conquest of Constantinople (Istanbul) rnd the uni6c'rtion of the Eastern

.-pir. by 1lehemmed II, the conrmerce of the Levent rchieved e

significar,t internal development in favor of the nxtive elements, and,

iri particulxr, the intcrnetional trade route of r\mbir-Burse-Istenbul

rnd the Black See ports experienced e renerved prosperitv.

In this period not only rhe ottomen end Areb merchrnts were

active in ttris trade but also merchants were coming to Bursr rnd the

Balkrns directly from Indir to do business.

lvtalrmod Giwin or Gilini, powerful vizier of the Bahmrni kingdom

in India'), organised regular trede relations with Turkey by r48o'

According ro the records of rhe Qi{is of Bursa 3) he sent three comtne r-

cial agents to Bursa with cloths and orher commodities (not speciEcd

in the document) in April 1479-Ir. February r48r, a lerger group of

slx agents who were his salaried men (tvakils) sent by him reached

Bursa-. From their usual heedquerters in Bursa some of them passed

over to Rumelia (the Balkans) to trade rheir goocls, textiles rnd indien

goods. A statement in one of these documents mlkes it clear thar they

came via Arabia{). From a document dated rt48 5), aPPttrently com-

prising the previous Nlameluk prxdices, we learn that spices and clorhs

Lf tr,.li" were erriving in Syria from Nfecca or front EgyP' by cerrvens

similar to the one which B. de La Broquidre ioined in r+Jz. At Kisve

near Damaskus, a customs dury of seven gold pieces and tralf a gold

of Mubililirjla were collected per lord of camel. U these goods q/eIe

sold at the Damaskus market to'the \?'estern merchants the seller paid

r) Now scc I. Boiic, Dabrovnik i Tunfu a XIV i XV ucfut, Beograd rgJr'

.) S." Journel of thc Asiatic Soc. of Bcngal, I-2, t911'

1i S." itt" documcnts publishcd in Bclhrcn, No. 9r, PP'69,7t' 9t'
4) ldcn, p. 7J.
ii O. f.. i.r't*, Kanunlar,I, Istanbul r94!,p. rrr; its trensladoninto Frcnch in

R.'tfantran-J. Sauvagct, Righncnt fitcatx otlomdnr, lct prouincct tyic.nnct, Prris r91 t,

pp. g-g. Forih" pra.,i..r un-dcr thc ifamcluks sec, Diplomalarium Vcncto-Lcvantinttm,

II, Vcnicc r899, PP. lrl, l)8.
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a duty at the rate of ro per cenr and the buyer 9 per cent ar! aalorem.

If this wes between Nlus[ms only e small duty of broker (de/l,iti7ye)

(r per cent ad ualorcnr on spices end dyes) wxs to heve bccn paid. The
Westerners paid other duries, a z per cent ad yalorem and a duty 7 l/3
per caniel bcfore they took their purchases to Beyrouth to ship. Thus,
Nluslims could take rhe Indian goods further to Bursa without being
subjcct to the'ra-ration that the Europeans had to pay in Damaskus.

The land-route from Aleppo to Bursa follorved roughly the rncient
diagonal route across Anatolia t). B. de La Broquidre has left us a
description of this route h 1432. As we have seen, in Damaskus he
joined a crravan of pilgrims and merchants coming from lvlecca with
three thousand camels. The Turkish group in it included many notablc
men and was placed by appointment of the Sultan under a merchant
of Bursa'). D. La Broqui€re arrived in Bursa af'rr a journey of about
6fry days via Aleppo, Adana, Konya, Akshehir, Kara-hisar (A&on)
and Ktitahya. At-:Akshehir he came across twenty 6ve Arabs in a

caravanserail, and in Bursa he found Florenrine and Genoese mer-
chants r). This land-route passed tfuough Karamanid territory and
was at the mercy of the Karamanid princes, irreconcilable rivals of the
Ottomans. Certain passage duties q/ere lcvied at the three mountain
passes in the Taurus range. These dudes were six Aleppo aUa (at tfus
timc about rzo of this silvcr coin were worth onc Venetian ducat) for
a camel load, four for a horse and two for a donkey load {). The Otto-
mans first secured control of the Bursa-Ant'.rlya-Alcxandrir sea-route
in r19o and only after a long struggle between r464t474 did they

jevenrually occupy the whole rerritory of the Karamanids 0). They then
iabolished all the passage duties (Kosunlu-Dadj artd Kan-isilu badj,

r) Scc Fr. Trcschner, Dat analolirbe l7cgcnnctT nacb otmanirbcr Qnellc, e vols.
Iripzig r9z4-26.

z) "Ho1arbara, qn1 ciloit cbicJ de la carauanc ct dcr phu grandt dc la citi dc Brottltc"
(8. de La Broquitrc, p. til.
_ 1) Thc_activity of the Itelian merchants in Butsa according to thc rccords of thc
Qidis of Bursa will bc dcalt in a separate article.

4) Brrken, Kanunlar, p. ror.
1) Scc H. Inalcrk, Mfincd II., Iilin AniHopcdii, ciiz 75 $g16), pp. to6-rrt.

BURSA AND T}IE CONI}IERCE

obviously named for the rrvo Tiirkmen tribes) excepr for one rr the
famous Gtilck pass t).

Thc see-routc we heve mentioned, it rppears, was not lcss inrporrlnt
for the Bursa-Ambir trrde thrn rhe land-routc, especially before the
Ottoman conquesr of the Krramanid territory.

Alreedy under the Seldjukids in the rSrh century, Anrelye (Satrlir,
Adalia) was a very important rrensir cenrer for the exporr o[ rhe pro-
ducts of Anrtolia and the import of nrerchrndise fro* Egypr a^d
syrie, as well as from Europe !). From en incident we lerrn thrt in
re89 an Anconian ship wes crrrying suger, linen and pepper from
Alexandrir to Aliiye (Alenya-Cendelore), r port neer r\nrelyet).
Ibn Bat0ta, who crme from Lidhikiye (Lazkiye), e Syrien porr, ro Aleiye
and thencc pessed to Anrelva, described ir as "one of the best cities of
the world" r) and Nfalipiero toward r47o wrore thar it was the grestesr
spice market for Asia lvlinor6). Antalya, and rhe aree where the mein
routes leading to Bursa hy, belonged to the Hrmid dynasty unril the
Ottomans invaded this region in the years r38r end r19o. The cenrury-
long struggle between the ottomans and the Kemmanids for the conrrol
of this arex seems to have been determined by irs economic imporrance.
The ottomans did everyrhing to ensure this direct roure from Bursr
to Egypt and Syria which were under the Nlameluks with whom com-
mercial and political relations were considered very imporrxnt by rhe
Ottomans'). This direc sex roure wes also much shorter thln rhe lend

r4,

r) lccording t9_thc Kin0nnime of Sis datcd r119 (Barkan, Kanualar, p. zor).
r) S_ec Y. !.yd, I, p. ,48; S. Lloyd and D. Storm Rice, Alanla (.4/a,i1c),iondon

r918. I. H. Konyali, Alarya, Istanbul 1946.

5) W. Hcyd, l, t47.
4) Voygct d'Ibn Batutob, ed. C. Dcfrimcry and B. R. Sanguinctti, II (paris r877),

P. zy 8,

1) Annali Vtncti, l,p.74 (mcntioncd by Heyd, II, 1y6).
6) Facing thc coostant Karemanid threat at thcir rear the Onomans, ncvcrtheless,

insisrcd upon_gctting control of r\kshehir, Begshehri, Scydishchri, Ispara region,
and' giyczid I (r189-raoz) as wcll asT{ehcmmc-Ill cndcavorFcd pcrsiitently,S C".
a bordcr unc rt thc Carshanbr rivcr which was to cnsurc, on irs west, rhe B,rrsa-
Antely'a route (sec my frtib Dcari, I, Ankara lgt4, pp. 16--37; and tl[clhnd ll, \il.
AntiHopcdii, pp. , zt-tz7).
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roure for ir took only onc week or so fronr r\lcx'.rndrir to r\rttalya r),

and while light precious stuff could be taken by the land-route it was

necessary to use the sea-route for the bulky freight such as lumber,.

pitch and iron exported from Anatolir. But there too there were some

obstecles. Rhodes and Cyprus were in Christian hands and the piradcal

activities of the Catalans and others who often found shelter in these

islands, constituted a real danger to the sea communications of the

Iv{uslims in the East lvlediterrxnexn r). Along with other causes (the

threat of the Timurids and, then, Uzun Hasan) this siturtion accounts

for the long friendty relations between the Ottomans and the lvlameluks

until their interests came to an acute clash in Centrd and Southern

Anrtolir by 14643). \lZhen the Mameluks attempted at the conquest

of Cyprus ln 426 and the Ottomans pressured the Knights of Rhodes
'tn t4t4, relations were strengthened between Cairo and the Porte.

By r4to when the Ottomans wefe at war against the Venetirns the

Mameluk-Venetian relations came to the breaking Point 
{). Venice, the

Karamanids and the kingdom of Cyprus were rhen preparing an allian-

ce 5). A similar alignment was to be seen later in the years r47r-r47,

when Venice and Uzun Hasan, the powerful ruler of Iran and Eastern

Anatolia, made an alliance against the Otromans and Uzun Hasan sent

letters to the king of Cyprus and the Knights of Rhodes exhorting

them to coopertte with the army he was to send under the Karamanid

princes t). Upon the srck and burning down of the outer parts of
Antalya by a strong Christian fleet under the Venetians in 1472, the

BURSA AND THE COIV(\TERCE r4t

bcsicgc.l tltrcltcttcd to tttekc lcpris.rls orr tlrc Vcrrctilrrr rrrclrlr.rrrrs
settlcd in Syria, thar is, in rhe r\hmeluk rerrirory. Ir is elso inceresring
to note that the quantities of spices found rhen rr r\ntalyr mrde e

grext impression on irs pillagers r). Ir rvrs appxrentlv ro prorecr rhe
Ottoman rnerchants egr-inst the Chrisrian pirares rhar the state-owned
ships '*'ere hired to the Nluslim merchants rhere 2). Ilehemmed II
made a major effort in r48o to conguer Rhodes fronr the Knights
"to put an end to rheir srrxcks on the trluslim ships rnd coasrs,, 3).

The ottomans succeded in taking the Islend only in ryzz, five years
after the conquesr of Syrie and Egypr. Thus the ottomans securecl
complete control of rhe direct line berween Alexandrie and Ismnbul
which seems, in rhe long run, to have adversely effected the acrivity
of the old Antalya-Bursa route.

Turkish merchants, especially from Bursa, were actively engaged in
the import and export rrade with the Arab countries using the land as

well as ser routes. one of these merchents, Khayr al-Din had his will
recorded in the book of the Qidi of Bursa ffich contrins interesting
deteils for our subject. It reads: "He said: between Hadjdji Kogi, a
slrve freed by Khodia lllehemmed {) and myself there werlln associa-
tion with a capiral et the amount of l+t.yoo akte the half of which
belonged to me and the other half to aforesaid Khodia }lehemmed.
From the aforesaid amounr lumber, wood, lnd pFcn worth ro;.ooo
akta h:rs been taken by rny son Y0suf and rhe aforcsaid Khodir Nte-
hemrned's son Ibrihim from Antalya to Alexendria, also-Yirif and
Hasan, slaves of the aforesaid rVehemmed, have gone overland to
Egypt taking r2r.ooo akta worth of Bursa cloths and saffron, also
rr2too akta worth of .iron, wood and lumber were sent (to Egypt)
with the sultan's ships; rhcse rvere senr by my son y0suf; also r zooo
akda worth of lcather were senr by me ro my sons in Egypt vie the

t) S_.:.W.H9yd,II, p.trr; Zinkciscn, GOR, II, p,4o4 norc r.
z.) Bcllctcn, No. 44, p. 70r, documcnr r2.
1) Sa'd el-Din, Td{ial-Tavdrih:\, l, r7z.
a) For thc importrir placc of ilvcs'and frccd slaves in the industrial and commcr-

cirl lifc in Bursa sce, l{. Inrlcrk, rt. arrr TirUlc iktitodi ue iytimai tarihi hrynaklan,
ILtint Fakiiltci illunnan,lstanbul, vol. r1, Nb. r-4, pp. l8llC.
,ESHO Ur ro

r) Scc Fartb Dcari,I, p.6t. Shams d-Dln Pjezari uscd the scr-route flecing from

Egip, to thc Onomen icrritoryTo tic time o@yczid I. His voya.gc from Alcxan&ia
to"lnt"ly" took only threc and a helf &y. Thc Egyptian ambassadors to thc Ottomen
court in the semc pcriod usually took the same routc (sec Al-'Ayni,'Ikl al'Diamdn,

thc'cvcnts of 7gg of H.)
z) For thc iat lans nory sce N. Coll y Jutia, EI corto calolan cn reladon con cl comncr'

cio in ct Proximo Oientc, cn Flaadr 1 cl Mcditcrrazco, Estudios dc His. Modcrne,

Barcelona r9y;.
1) Scc Mcbmcd II, hl. AnriH., crd'z 71, P, t24''l2t-
4) N. Iorga, Notct ct Extrailt, vol. II, P' tr9't2I.
y) Idcm, pp. ,or-tor.
81 O.iginif copics of thcsc lcttcrs wcre ceprured and preservcd in thc Ottomen

archivcs lifotept Sareyt lvliizesi Argivi, No. 1r 2712, 8154, 966z).
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Antalya port with a mxn named Seydi Ali, end e sleve of the eforesaid

Klrqcli,.r Nfclrcnrnrctl nlnrccl Si]lcyrnrrn took s'lblcs, lytrx fttrs lnd Burs:r

t-,ttr wordr Iztooo akdas, end also they (Kheyr rl-Din and Khotlia

Nfehemmed) declared thrt 75 Ashrefi fori were due to them by a

person in Egypt nemed Vazzini Shehib al-Din . . ." t)

The capital invested in this enrerprise, abour rlooo gold ducats,
.was a sizeable one for the period !). The goods exported to Egypr were

mostly products of Turkey: lumber, pitch, Bursa cloths, sables and lyrux

furs. Bur among the goods'in their joint possession mention is also mrde

of r r.4oo vallachian knives imported from vallachia, soap and ginger

(Zancabil Hirbdni) imported from Arabia. Kheyr al-Din stxted in the

same document thrt he had sold zz.ooo akie worth of soap to several

people in Antalya. A regulation of the custorns duties of Anralya dated

1477, shows that cloths, raw silk, camelots (mohair), iron spades

and the like, wood and lumber were the most imPortant items of export

and that spices, sugar, indigo and other dyes were the leading imports.

In a detailed day-book of the Antalya customs dated 116or) we 6nd

imports and exports specified in more detail. They included lumber,

iron, carpets, rugs, leather and hides, opium, slaves (white), Valh-
chian knives, dried fruits, pitch, a kind of light cotton textile called

btgasi,lyoxfurs, London cloths (trtka-i Londra) as principal exports, and

black slaves, rice, pepper, linen, sugar, dyes, and a cloth called ala{a

as imports. From Tripoli of Syria soaP, cotton and olive oil were

shipped to Antalyr. Again, in this document slrves, rice, linen, and

sugar come first in importance as imports and wood, leather, cxrPets'

opium, slaves, iron, and woollen cloths xs exports. Export of lumber

to Egypt from Asia lvlinor had always been important 3), and under the

r) For thc full tcxt sce Bcllclcn, No. 9r, PP' 9t-9r.
,) For e comparison sce A. Barbaro's capital (about rlooo ducats) in F. Lane,

o|. cit. p. 12.
3) Bagvckilct Archivcs, Meliye, No. 7187.

l) Brgvckilct Archivcs, MaLiye, No. Ioz.

S) Rcicrcnccs to thc import of wood from Asia lvlinor to Fgyp, i" thc Ambic
so,t."", (Ibn Tagribirdi, Ibn lyis) erc abundant. I am indcbtcd to Dr. Ayalon to
draw my artcnti6n to them. Onc of thc earliest rcfcrcnces to it is guotcd by P. Wittck'
Dat Firrtcalum Mcntcrhc, Itlanbalcr Mitkilungn, r, Istanbul r9r4 P. 2.

ottomans it continue;t" t ;. t.t. 
^..o,,lln] 

," the orficiel ,..t::
thc custonrs cluties lcvicrl ()n vood, lumber, encl pitch cxpr)rtc(l [r()rn

r\ntllyl in 1477:lllloutrtc(l lu rto.ooo:rlie:r (;tl,t,rrt juo() q,rl.l .luc:tts)

end to to.ooo ekta at r\liiyet). The export trrde o[ luruber w'rs pur

under state monopoly and farmcd out to priv:rte itrdiviclurls t). ,\
regulation of r477 3) provided rhrt tlte undert:rkcr of this nronoply s'rs

to buy x piece of lumber front the t'orkers for three akil rnd to sell

it for seven, x csntxr (; r, z8o kqr.) of pirclr rvrs to be bought for 6o ekt:r

and sold for lzo r). (These s'orkcrs werc custornrrily onlv -['iirkrtrcn

nomads living on thc Trurus nrounteins rviro, bccrusc of thcir occupJ-

tion, wcre called fullta,fu, th:rt is lumbcrmcrt tnd until rcccrttll' r lrrtlc
group of nomads thcrc bore rhis :rppellntion). l-lervy goods such rs
wood, luntbcr, pirch, iron, rnd lerther were transported by ships frorn

Antalya to Alexrndrie and as rve have pointed out thc Sultrrt's ships

rvere hired 5) for this purpose.

As another positive proof of the espanding Ottomen-tr{erneluk trade

in this period we cxn mention the frct that the Egyprien gold coin

called Athrafi wxs then widely used G) in the Ottoman dominions,

especially in Bursa. Its official rate vlried betrveen.1z.5 and 41 ekte a

piece rvhile the Vcnetirn ducrt (Efrendii, rlfrdrtlji) rnd thc Ottonten
gold coin veried betrveen 41.y and 46. 7)

r) Bagvekilct Archives, No. 6zrr.
z) Somc reguladons of strte monopolies in the sccond hetf of th,: r yth century

in thc Ottoman cnrpirc are found in Kdninnrine-i Sult,ini her ntrccb-i 'drJ'i Otniti,
ed. R. Aohegger-Fl. Inalcrk (r\nkrra r916).

3) Bagvckilct Archives, lvlaliyc. No. 7187.
a) Pitch was cxtracted at a villagc called Hinrllk.
S) See above p. r41.
6) Bclletcn, No. 9' (r96o), documents No. g, 26, t8, 74.
7) Ilen, Both thc florin and the Venetian ducat rvcre called cfrcn(ii or fori since

both of them contained about ,.t grams of gold.
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