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FouNDATroi{ oF OrroMAN Srern,
PIfOIT Dlt tt'tlif ir\ALCiK

Lixtt'r,usttv oi (.tltt.,rt;o / 1,.:..\.
lii r.xr.x t Ll:rtr,'t,.ust't v i -fr-;trxt'r'

nc ol' llrc nrost impoltant pr-oblcnr.s of Tlrrl<ish
ancl t'olld historl is to erpiain Irorv u sm:r]l Ttrr'-
kish st:,itc- (be,rtik) that cnrcrgecl in thc lJtl'cct-t-

tlrn irr \\ cstt'r'rr .Anltrrlie bce tinrc r.rr) ('ml)ile , rr itlrin tr

pcriocl ot' hiilf a centlrr\', stletching from tl're Danlrbc tr.r

the Euphrlrtes. One shotrlcl, irori'ever, clistingtrish bct-
\\ecn tlrc {tolmatior-t of t}re Ottornan state (bcllik) on thc
onc hancl, ancl tl're lise of th.- filst political cole ancl for -

ilaticrn oi thc Ottomarn Enrpil'e on lhc other', as t\\o sc-
parate histolical processes, Thc clr-rcstion of the l'orm:t-
tion ot' thc Ottoman E,n-rpit'e requilcs the an:ilr'sis of vri-
rious circtrnlstances in slrch a \ast lar-rcl, ertcncling ll'onr
Htrngar'l, to Iran. Here, r,,'e shall first examine the ['or-
mation of the Ottoman stale.

It is nccessarv l'rere to anallze the risc o1'tl're Otto-
man ber.'lik r.i'ithin thc conte.r:t of dc'r,'eiopnrents in Ana-
tolia in the second par-t ot'the l3tit centr.rr-r ancl the estlb-
lishment of thc gazi Turkish states on Br,'zantine soil iu
Western .qnatolia. Three main f'actors have cletc'r'mined
this process: first we see a demographic levolution, r,iz.,
the continuoLls and intense nrigration of the Oguz tri-
bes, that is, the Turrcomans inlo Anatolia: second,
the evolr-r[ion oI the Turkis]r-lslamic qaza (holr
r,r ar) mo!'ement; and third, tlre rise oI De-
nizii, Antal.,'a, A_vasoluk and Br-rrsa as in-
ternationai markets, rvhich made Trii'l'er.
a significant point at rhe clossroarls o['

worid tracle routes. First, Iet us tur-n [o

lia r,rr-rdcr thc SaljLiqicl lcaclct'ship. 'f ltc sr-'contl stagc bc-
gins ri,itl-r thc \ictor-\ ol'lhe Saiiuqicl t'ttlet- Alplrrslarl in
Nlalazgircl ln 1071. ri hich opcnccl Ih.- clc,t,r': c.,1. Br zanti-
ne Anatolia to tlre Turcon'iilns. Altcr' llte strpprcssiutt o1'

Bvz-lintine rcsistance, llre Ttu-conlatts invltclctl thc cnti-
r.e IandmLiss of AnaLolia r,rp to thc Acgcan Sca. Thl: lo-
cal Glcck speakir-rg pcople eithcl fled to the ['c>r'tif ied pla-
ces at the scashore or continued Lheir lircs pei-ILret'ullr

in the crties,,r'ith the ne\\conrcrs. This inr";t.sirtn \\il.i ()ne

oI thc most clce isivc tt-tt-ninu points in Att;-ttolian ]listt,tr.

\\'ith the collapse of tirc Glcat Saijuqid Empilc etnd

tire risc of the Kharezmshzrhs in Iran, a nc\\',,rar,e of
fulcoman migration begarn in the seconci par-t of the
1?tlt centLln'. The seconc-i ma.ior migration, hou eret-, \\';-ls

the enrigt-ation ,tl'the Tut'cott'int-ts, aftct' thc 1220s, l't'ont

Ccntral ,{sia and flom Lhe highiv popr,rlaled areas irl iran
ancl Azerbaijan, as a t-esltit of thc desttuctive l\longc.,l in-
r,asion. \\'ith the tc.rr-ified people, this llight becanlc :r

klnd ot'mass migration, incltrding peopie ot'all classes.
The Saljr-rqid sr-rltans and later on iikhanid (\longol) rtr-

lers of It-un rvcre ln ing to tlrit'c' the Ogtrz lribes to
the rvest from aqricr-ritr-tt-ai arcas, u'hictr \\cre

consiclered a vital tll.\ soLtrce i'or thc statc.

Accolding to F. Siirner, the Ttrrkish ptl-
pulzrtion in the cilies ancl ruritl arcas of
Anatolia the n becnme ertremel-r,'clensc,
ou'ing ttl tliis second nltlss tnigt'lttion
h't>m Transorania, Khor-Lrsan and Az-er-

baijln. Among lhese emigratnts \\cre
orclinarl' peopie, schoiars, tradesnr.-n
and cr:.rttsmen. In th.- l3tit ccntttt'r',
AnaLolia began to lo<;k a dominrntlv
Tr-rrkisir coLrnIr-\'. \ilitrcr-t Polo, tt'ho tt'l,l.s

traveling thror-rgh Eastern ,\niItc)lin in
1l;9, e alls this at'eit Iztt'cottietztrt. ,\ gt'c-

at mrtitlritv t.:f the Tltt'cr)nli-ll-ls pt'cl'ct-r'cti

ovcl I,inrc n setlettiei'r lilc. iortntiirrg vil-
[:.t-9.'s in sttttal;lc rIr ciIS. ,\.> iltc vitlugc nit-

mcs in thc r';i-rcll'.lcctl ot' \rtlc,-iciin Cace Bcr',

thc goi ct':ror r-ri Eslil;.:hir., ,-lliLe il 12i1, tcstiti-
es vi-trir-;rts T,it'cottlltlt Li'iltcs ill-t.i e stlrlriisIic.l

:i,i.\\

ti-re demographic factor, nanrelr' the S
mass rnigration of rhe Oguz tribes to- el
ivards the West, into Anatoiia.

THp Ocuz / TunxMEN
(TuncoNIAN)
lvlrcnarroNs rNTo
Ax,qro rir
The miqt'liLion rti Lltc Oguz tt'iL.cs Lt.t

lVesr occurecl in trvo phlises. Thc ['ir-st

is, l'r-onr thc 1020s orr, lire Tr-trcotnrtu
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r iiirrge: in llris itleil t'\t'tt lrclrttt' tlris tl;rlt'. I lt'l]cr' r ill:r'

td: \itlr tlrc llitltl('5 ol srt.ll I'tttcr)lll.lll lt ii'rt's lts C'c1-rtti,

lJlirat, i:r lpit', r\rtllll ltlltl Klrr, r 
-i'tit'li.tllcl) cllrl bt' lr'ttrlcl

in litc LIl'cLl'

Tltc lilst \\1\'d ol tIrt'r.rcsluut'cl rtri:'r:itiott ol tlre ]'Lrr'-

c()nr;.rn trillc: llcglttt in l]2{)'s rr itll tlrt' \l1i119ol it't\lrsitttt

,f' tltc r ust pasttrrclalrcls ol Az.e rblri.iarl. -f htrs, lht' J'trr'-

u()rpi-.rpS ol'Ll're NICI'ilgit, Art'lit't:lnCi Nl{)S-llrl al'Ci.is \\'Cl-c

i, rr.cCCl t() C\ i-ie Lttrtc tilcse llastltrcllrtlcls. 'f lle Tttt-ct)rlli-IllS

\\,J t.c c()ncc t-t t lli t ccl tl lt i rl lv i n t hc Si vlts-A ttl ttsva- Boz-o lt

r.crior-r, tltc l-attt-tts IVloitlltilins ilncl thc rlltltttlLaintltts ltt'c-

Irs :rrlluccnt lo Lltc lJvzlttlLinc Ii.rncls irr \\'cstcl ll All.tt(iliiI.
l-lrc:;c Titt"conrnns hacl ltlrt'ltr s Lrc-

cn o[]p()sccl to thc lteavr taxati-
orr ol' the ccntral-bttt'cl-tlte t atic
srarc of thc Sal-iurqids ancl Ilkha-
nirls. Tlte t'rlost imp()l'tallt t-evr>il

,rl' tlic Tltt'com{.ills againsL thc
S;.rljrrclicis itrrtkc r;r-tl in I 2J0 Lrn-

rlcr iltc'lc'aclelship r>f Bltba Ilr,'as,

tlrc Turcontan shavkh oi lhc Ve-

lairrc olclcr', and Baba. Ishiik, a

collaboratot' o[' Balta [lr,as. It u as

onlv thr-ee veat's z.rfte r this eve nl
that the IVIongol comntandcr
[Jrn crr i rrr,'aclecl An:.rtolia. This clc-

vustutipo in1i15i()n \vas one of thc

lnside view of Gazi Evrenos Bey Inn, (late l4'n cencury),

lSrudies on rhe Ottonan Architecture of the Balkans. Machiel Ktel)

l ltcrr r t ltc Ot lonurns, irr l lte rr r'slt'nt,\11;1lol ilr.,.\-r l ltt' tttit-
irr o1-rpo:.itiorl iolt't' l iglrtin! ir!ilirtst l lr,-' \.l,;11,1r1ls, tlrc
Itrrcr)nlillls \\llntrlr :.r,. c:t'pierl t]rt' Islarnic rllrz:r (lrolr rrlt )

icter,lt)g\ Lur.l er,llubot'uttcl ri itlr tlrc fullrnrlttks.

lrt latt liris rttlicle tlrc '['Li]'corniins tlre lclrlcts t.,l titc
irrclcpcrrrle rree rn()\'L'l')rcrrt rrl {n:.rto]irrn J'Lrrlis ltquin..t t}rt'
Nloligols. 'fhc political ccntcr ()l' uclir itr tlrrrs nrovccl
Irort'i ccnlral .\nttt,rlilt to tIrc ucslcnr bot'clut's.'ilrc rr,est-

uurcl nrigr-aIiorr ol' llre OqLrz Trrreonrans luLcl its ups itttcl
clorvns, in corrclation u'itlr ihc tcrnpo ol tlrc rlrr:rrrcl n ith
thc Nlongols. Ercn tlioLrsh tl-re nrilitar.r raicls ol'thc llk-
lr;rnicl kh:rns ursrr:.rllv srrccecclct[ in clrrclliir3- th,: Trrrcr.r-

nri.ln l-cvolls, thr irrclcp,:nclcrrec
nro\,cnlcnl c()ntinr-recl lr) linqcr'
cvcr-\ time tirc \longol sLlpprcs-
sion ti c:ikcnccl.

i\l-Urnari, thc Egtrplian
aulhr-rr', notcs th:rt ilr the bc,'in-
r-iing of rhc l-lrlt at-',,Llrrr,, thcrc-\\ L--

re 200,000 Trrrcorliu't tct'tts in thc
Dcniz.li rcgion, 100.000 on lhc
Krrsl:inronLl rcr ancl 30,00() ttt-ot-tncl

KLrlahva. Br z-anlinc sot-tt'ccs ulscr

testilr to the lalge popLrlzrtion rtl'

lhc Turrcrinrans in tl-re out[cr r.cgi-

ons o1-thc Sal.jLrclicl Erripir-c in thc
u'est. Thc folmation of the Otto-

clccisire evcnts in the histon' of Anatctlia. The descen-
clunLs oI Babii ilrrr-s, A5rli Pasha, lvluhlis Pa.sha anti the-
ir succes.sor BctbtLrs. migratc-d to the frontier (Uc) and
plavecl a definitive roie in the social and crLltlrral life ol'
the Ottoman fr-ctr-rticr societr'. Afte r the sr,rpplession rtl'
thc revr>lt, man,\' B:.rbai den'ishes nriglatec'l to the n'est.
Onc of these Vei'aivl'e-Babai shavkirs, Ede-Barli, is cle-
picted in ti-re Ottonran annals as the spirittral teacher'
i rn rrr-$id) o[' Osman Gltzi.

In 1235, the Anartolian Saljuqid State lracl to lec()s-
rtize thc undisputed atrthoritv of the rVtongols. Br-rL rl-re
.\1,,ngol rtrle acruallr begen in ll43 ri iLlr tlrc inrasion
ol Anatolia b-v the tr,longol commander Ba-r'cu anci his
largc !longolian afmv, rr,'l-rich includcd a nlrmbcl' of
,\'l<>.ngc,il and Turkish tribcs. In the scconcl palt of rhc
l3'lt ce ntlrlr,', Ihe I,longol oppi-essicln contintred to in-
tcnsil'r,' in Central Anatolia, and it rvas mainlv duc rc.r thc
.\longol rrppression that the Turcontans movcd ancl in-
t lrtled \\cstern Anatolia. For crample tlre Germirlnicls,
'tlrich estziblisheci tire most pow,erfr-rl front ngainst
[]rz.iintilrm in the r,ves[ern regions, were initiallr,' in the
'\Jalatva rcgion in rhe l2-10s. It r,vzrs onlv atter-the l2oOs
that thev mierated torvards rhe rvest uncl setrleci in the
Kutah-"-a region. It r,vas mos[ probablv dr-rrins this rime
that Ertog.,,rl, Osmarn's taLher', migrared ro rlc Eskiqc-
l:ir''Sakan,a region,"vith his rribe. In 1277, rr,,hen thc at-
l{rI}pt t,r end the Mongol yoke rvith rhe he lp ol'rhe Egvp-
l'.rrr Sultan Ba.vbals flile.l, the \[ong<;l contlol reuchcd
ll\ pt':rir, rvith the clircct ct)ntrol ol'thc r\[r>ngol g()\cr-
Itors:incL Persian blrrclrlrcrlits. There is :.r closc rclalions-
hip bL-lwcen this staLc ol';-rl[ails ar-riJ Lhc proccss ol rhc'
cstablishmcnt ol'thc gi-rz.i TLllconran ber lili.s, :-rnci .ul()n!l

nrail Sli-r[e is cioselr Iinkccl to the c\cnts ()ccLtt'in-q in thc
1290s and thc- prcscncr- oI a large Tut'crrnran pt-ipr-rlati-
on in ar"eas stl-ctching frorn Kastermtrnlt ciou n to tbe S:r-

kan'a r-il'er.

TnE Brnrs oF rHE FnoNriER (LlC)
BEvLI KS

Tl're border r-eqir,ins of the Saljuqid State \\'cr-c orga-
niz.ccl along the lines of three [r'onticrs, tire NIecliLerr:t'
nean, the Black Sea, and the \\'estefn. Each of these re-
gions had an entir (be-v), or vice-ror,', appointecl bv tl-re
Sal.luqid stiltan. As c-arlv as the 13t" centtin', sttch arcrls
a.s Den izl i ( To nguzlr-r ), Kai'zrh is:rr' (,{f} on ), Klitah'u'a, Kas-
tlimonLr and Arnasr,a in these borcier arcas hacl alr-elicir'
cleveloped into centcrs ol' classical Isl:-rrnic-Tr,rrkislr civi-
lisatiorr. The rnountainoLls a|eas lr,'ing ber ond thesc' bot'-
dels u,'cr"e rtrled bl the semi-nomadic rvat't'ior Tttrco-
nrans, called Etrak-i Uc in contemponir.r'solu'ces. Tlic-
sc people remainecl f'ar l'r'onr the inlluencc oi ccntt'alist
sta[e polici.-s or sophisticatc'c] citv life and thr' c()smo-
politar-r culture of tslamic Nliddle East. Tl-re rcligiotrs 1i-

fe ol' these bordel arL-as w'as clotninareci br' Ihe clc't'r,'is-

hc's ancl Central Asian Tr-rrkish rraclitions, cielirecl ml-
inlv ol' the Yesevi!''!'e ancl Babaivr,e ordcrs. The peoplc
r.r'ho rvct'c callccl Alp anct Alp-crcn \\'crc rvlrt'rit-rt-s clccli-
catccl to [siarnic hol-r rr.'ar' (gaz.a).

it u'ourid not be \\'rong to takc ilol as the bcgin-
ning ol' the ',.r,iciesplcnd Tttt'cont;-rn uprisings lgttin:t tlrc
,\lurrgol.s in Anatolia, u'hich, in LLIrn, ied Lo Lhc .'st;rLr-

lislrn-rent ol'r'l-rli<.lur.s Trtt'cot-t'tan irglii/.s, ilnlollg ti-rcrn Lhe

Ottonrlins'. Froni this ltcriocl rln, An:.rtolia u'lts cliviticcl
illt() L\\'o politicel rcgions. Onc \\tls iirc part tlrlc'ti i;r Llrc

r ) I I i r\1



['r'tsiun Ilk[rtrnicl ,v-longril Stalc lrlrcl its J'rur1-rpe I r'rrlcrs, tltc
SalltrtJicl Srrllurrs ol Konvu, tlrc otlrcr bc'ing the rircstct n

It'onlicrs rlonrirriilccl lir th.: -i'rrlcornun.s. -l'i-rr-r setni-irrclc-
pc n clc r r t r\ na lol i li u n cl e r- J'u rco n-ii.r n con tlc-rl r.vers rc pl'c-
scnLccl b.i,' Lhc F.qrcI oitillrLrr, F{an'ricl ogtrll:rrr, Saltib Atn
oitrllitn, Ccrnril'an (Alr;ir ) ogr-illiin iinrl Qoban ogullar-r
(Ka.starnonLr), :rll of r,vhom \\'cre cstablished on thc rves-
lcln f'r'r>nticrs o[- tl-rc Sal.jr-rqid sLiile, ancl bv such lr-onti-
cr slatcs :rs iVlentesher, A-vdrn, Sanrhan, Karesi and Os-
n'iarrlr, arll of rvhich \\rer.e e stablishecl bevonci the Siil.ir-r-
qiclirorcle r-s, in thc Br,'zantine larnds. The l'earr' 1261 n-rlrrks
tlre first attack eisarinst Konva bv ttre Karaman Turco-
nrans, r,vho r,r,'erc englrgccl in a continlrolls ri,'ar against
Little Armenia, r'"'ith the help of tl're rVIan-rlr-rk sr-rltans,
lirounci Kilikver-Cukurova, in the middie-Talrrus
r-egion. II u,as in the same vear that the Sal.ju-
clicl sr,ritan izzedclin Ke,r'kavus I[, after hal'ing
bcen de{'eated by his rival r.vith the sr-rpport
o['the rVlongols, took r-efuse rvith his follo-
\\'crs in thc Turconran frontier and rvas ti-
nallv forcecl to flee to Bvzantium. One im-
portant incident dr-iring Ke-"-kavus'reftrge to I
ti-re West is ciosel-v- related to the Islariiza- {
tion iristorry of the Balkans. Baba Sarr Sal- I
trrk rvas one of rhe babais rvho misr-atc-d to I

the u'est, and his tomb in Dobmdja became
the centre of the heteroclor dervishesi a mo-
seleum rvas larter built there by Bavezid II in
148.i during his militar-v campaign to Akker-
man. Baba Saltuk had been joined by around 40
Tlircoman cians r.vho r,vere the sr-rpporlers of Key-
kavus, and they \vere permitted b.v- the B,v'z-anti-
ne emperor to settle in Dobrtrdja. San Saltuk's
Turcomans lived r-rnder the protection of Nogav,
the powerful emir of the Golden Horde, who r.vas

a Muslim, inf-luenced by San Saltuk. According
to Paui Wittek, this Turcoman group has been cal-
led Kevkavus/Gagavuz because of their loy'altl' to
sultan Kevkavus. The ScLLtttknl.nte, the great le-
gend of the Balkan Turks, depicts Baba Saltuk al-
so as a gazi, or holv u'arrior, r,vho had dedicated
his life to the spread o[ Islam in the Balkans. After
the Ottoman takeover of these areas at the end of the
1:ltit centur"-, Dobri-rdja became the cenler of frontier
forces, the heterodox movements and especially the ba-
bai-abdai dervishes in the Balkans. When Nogar,'died
rn 1299, the Turcoman grollp lost its protector. Some
of them tried to come back to Anatolia, but a great ma-
jorit-v- of them were rviped out. Those who remained be-
came Christian and conlinued to live under the name
Gagavuz (Linguists have shown that the Gagavuz di-
aiect is a branch of Anatolian Turkish).

In Anatolia the semi-nomadic Ttrrcoman tribes, r.vho
\'vere againsl the central authority and f'inancial svstem
oF the Nlongol llkhanid bureaucracv, lvere also against
the puppet-sultans in Konvar appointed bv the fulongols.
After the appointment of Sultan lles'ud (1281-1296) bv
the Nlongols in 128.1, and the start of the iv'longol at-
tacks on the Germivan frontier Turcomans, rvho were
supporting their orv'n rir,';rl candiciate against lles'ud,

tlre 'l'Lu.e()nurns lrrrlrcrl tIrcir zrllL'r]liorr lo tlte r"r"estcrri

llrttrls, nlrnrcl.,' to tlrt,' [Jrz.tntirrr: lircrrs. [:.re Itttui]lr, rics-
tt'r'n AruLlr-iliu u'zrs c()nrlLlur"ricl Irr t[rc (ict'n-rilutt niilitlLr-r
lcuclct-s (suba:;r). t\s a lc.\ult ,ri' tlris, lrctri e c't-r tltr' 'r'clit-s

1290 anci l3 10, thc r\r'clrn, Sar.rrlxrn errrcl Karcsi Gazi Ttrr'-
corn:i.n bc-vliks carric lo tlrc exist.cnce . 'l'hc tir.st 'l'Lrrkish

Statc in lhe rcgion rvas thc onc e.stablisl-rccl bv Lhc sc-
irn')an cntir t\lcntcshc iri 1269, sLlpp()r'tccl bv thc Tckc
Tlrrcomans in the' soutl-r.

Thcse Tr-rrkish statcs, jr-rst like tire Oltornan.s, \\'erL'
palt of a ne\\' chziin o[ -f urkish st.ates cst:.rblisl-rccl il'rro-
r-rqh conqLlests in the Bvzantine iancis bc'vond tfrr- bor-
dc:r t'ut the Saliuqicls. Ol the..c nr'rr lr .'sLlhlislrerl strtes,
the Oltomans became, accol'clins to Ibn Batluta's ob-

seru-ation (133.1), tire richest and lhe nrost po\\'er-
ftil, and beq:rn to invzide the othcr stutcs, the

first invasion be ing that ol thc Karcsi stzttc in
1335- 13-15. As fiir as the OLtom;rns' cuitttral

background is concerneci, this f'olnriitive peri-
od is no different h-om the other beviiks. In the
Aegean resion, oLher gazi states dorreloped zrs

sea-gazi states (glttL:.tLt l'i'L-bnlr). It n'as onlv
in the 1330s that the Ottomans hacl their
first significant nary'. It is in these veai's
that Cantacuzenos talks abotrt the nai,y of

sultan Orhan. One of the rvatersheci events
of the l-lth centurv histor-v' is the return of

the Ottomans to central Anatolia in orcier Lo

establish their m1e there. In this periocl, tr,l'o

factors rvere instrumental in the Ottomans as-
cent to the empire, namel-v their invasion of the
Balkans (Rumeli) and inhcriting the Bvzanline
heritage there.

Gaze AND THE RrsE op
Osuex Gezt

The re-emergence o[ gaza ideology' in the Isla-
mic world, and especialiv in Anatolia, mar,'be exp-
lained in reference to trvo major historicai events:
the tlrst is the establlshment oI the Mor-reol rr-rle in

Anatolia after the deteat oI the Anatolian Saljuqid
state (1243), and the second is the crusader attacks on
Eg)'pt, S_"-ria and Anatolia (the order of the Pope in 1291
for the biockade of Islamic counlries, and the settiement
of Latin Christians in Rhodes and Aegean islands). This
situation became a matter of iife and death for the Isla-
mic rvorld. In the meantime, the Mongol Ilkhanid
dvnastl,'was trv'ing to invade Sy'ria and was establishing
diplomatic relations r,vith the Pope and Br,'zantir-rm. It
rvas in this historical context that the gaza, holv rvar,
became of the utmost importance. While ihe br>rder Tur-
comans in Anatolia r.vere in the front lines against the
trlongols and the Bvzantines, in Eg_u--pt, Saiahadclin's sta-
te was replaced b1' the militan' resime of the i\lzrmluks
(1250-1517) and the Vlongols r,vere deteated in Svrja
(Avnrcah-rt, 1260) br,' Sultan Bavbars ( 1260- 1277), a Kip-
qak Tnrk. In I2i7 , Bavbars, after coming to Ka-r,'seri r"vith

his armv, tried to reestabiish islamic sov'ercigntv in col-
laboration i.vrth the Tr-rrcomans. lt is in this .,rn1g1i ,-rl'

Saddle ornamenr
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slrrrll ltrlrlt z,-' trelori llr.' r,lrllr nl()\('rnurtts ol ()srtuul :rncl

tlrr' lol'llllirrrr ol (llr' ()tlorrritn lrcilik.

.\t tire tinrr'ol ()sn)iin, tire lotrrrcle r ol llre Ott()nlull
Stllc, lill tlrc'ftrrki.slr stutcs tlurt hacl e nrcrgetl in,{n:r-
toli.r rr crr snrlrll putlrnroniul stutcs, irr rr'ltie lt tltc stlrte
irrrcl tlrr' sttb jee ts \\e rc tcg:rr-clt'cl to be thc p:itrintrin\ ol
tlrc tlr nastr. Itollorving Ilris lrliclition, thc Ottontnrt stu-
le uas nunrccl lif't.'r' its lorrncle r. f n l'act, thc [irst ultr ri-
oI gr'oLrp cmc|gcci rr itlr tlrc gathcring of' r,r-rt'i0tts Alps
arrcl 'cort-tt'liclcs'(ntjkcr'/roldaslr) ar'<-rLrrrc[ thc gazi-l lcaclcr'
in orcler'lo tuke plrrt in llrr: gr.rza ancl lhc boot.r'. It s'us
not ncccssr.rrr l-or tlre 'ni)kcr' lo hrrvc a rclalioltship ol'
blor.rci rvith otf er' [ighte ls in tlre groLrp. Ralhe r', thosc
u ho car.rre f'r-r{m or-rtsicic, e iillccl 'garib', ri'erc itcivcntu-
r-cl-s, r'cliclr to figlit. Ace orclin.q to the calliest ston, go-
ing brick to Ishak Fakr (fakih), tlre irn:rm of'Orlian, Os-
mrin Girzi's l'ighters \\'cre conrposrrcl ol-this kincl ot'pc-
ople. As stat.ccl b-v Or-Lrc, "bu Osminiler garibler-j ser ici-
It--r-dir'", i.c., Ihcsc Ottonrans liked the aiien f'ighters" - a
tlaclition thaL continucci to thc cncl of Ottoman historr.
Thosc nlicns r,,ho terc lr>-ral to lhe clvnastl \r'erc alna-r's
thc clc.rse [c-r]lorvcr-s o1'the r-trlcr'. Thc principle trniting
this rl'arliol grorrp \\'as, on the one lrzrncl, "do-l'trm" (the
boot-r,') ancl Lhe gaz-a (the holv rr'ar), on the other. It is
lulso tr-ue that the tribal Tulcomans in the set-r,'ice oF thc
gazi ieaders constituteci a largc' numbc't'oI this srollp.
The tinal tilrgct that Osman Gazi sct ['or- the gr?:n'r?tz rt':ts
the cit-r' oI Iznik (Nicaea), once the c:ipital of the Salju-
qid strltan S[le-r'mzrnsah, s,hich had bc-en recaptrrrcd bv
the Cnrsaders in 1097. Tl-re miIitarv campaign ol'Nlti-
durrr-ru-Gor,'nr-ik, for t'hich Osmnn collabolzrted ivitl-r Ko-
se NIihal ancl Samsar Qavuq, ancl the conqriest of the ri-

ver passage cities of Sakarr,':r, such as Lefke, r\{eke-

\ cc ;tn.l Ger r e in I iO-l \\ crc nothing bLrt prcpa-

} reirons Io. inc cilprrrre or lznrK, \\ nrcn \\Lrs

ru ":'1 i*:$ "'; r 
{i11".,, H:.*,;::;.1 T

-w
=-'q-F | | Ilu SLllcvman;iln, wllo

\vas responsible for the cap-
tlrr-e oi'lznik in 1078, is depicted as tl-re grandfather o['
Osman. In other r.r'ords, the hoiv Islamic \\'ar \\'|as a sac-
recl ideolog-v- that had mobilized Osman and other figh-
ters o{' the border areas, providing a justi['ication t't.it'

their raids. in the beginnins, such frontier leaders as

Avkut Alp, Turgut Alp, KonrLr Alp, Hasan Alp, Akqa Ko-
ca, ancl Samsa Qavuq, were acting inclependenllv'. In the
c()urse of time, the-v became the'comrades' (r'altias/r) r.>f'

Osrnan Gazi, because he rvas, irs lhe conlempora.rv hi.s-

toriarn Parch-vmenes pLrt, the most vigorous and success-
iul leacie r of the gaza movement in this border regir>n.
fuloreover', accordinu lo the narrratir,'es, Ecle-Bali, the
most re.,,crecl sha_vkh oi rhe Babai denishes, sttpp<tt'tccl
Osrt-urn (iirc .f,terua/<.ibrzdttte of Eir,'an Chclcbi, u contcnt-
porarv sor-rrcc, tiescribes E,cle-Bali es i,r represcnttllive
o['thc Vctairr,'e order, sec belo,'i). tt is cert:rin Lfrat thc
tircam rloti['ir-r rvhich Cod grllnts tite ir,t>rld d<tminion

i:t:4i.1 llt()\.. ttlellts, \\ltitll rt'lrtlltrtl tlre ir'1lc1k clttritt'l lIlc

rr.,r.i,r.1 Ilo()-I300, 111111 r.rltt':llorticl :tttlrlvzt'tlrt' lot ttlltli-

,.,r-,,,1 J'til.kisit guzi stutcs irt riestct'tt r\ttittOlili. Ostttlrtt

C:.rz_i *:-rs thcrr lt clricltlrin (bor'-bevi) ot'1117r liglrtirrg- lga.

i..st tlrc Brz.tttrtincs irl lllc lltrtht'st tt'ontict'ttntlct-tllt: t'tt-

lc ot' tlic Clrttltalr ogtllllrrr, tllc f rotllict' ct-trit- itl Kltstltttro-

rrtr. \\'lrcn \\ t; Lrontpulc Ptre ll\illtct'cs aICCoLlltl q iLlr tlre 6lc[

O1l611rn nat t'iiLil'tr, thc lilllor'virlg i-rictLtt'c ilcc11rrles clis-

ecr.ntrblc: \\'hcrcas tlrc KlisLutitontt errtirs \\'cl'c sonlc\\'-

[1;1t llrr)sc irr thcit'ri'lit-l:tt c ngain.sL thc Br"z;itltinc.s, Osnliitr

r,lt.s lurrrrclting a l'r-rll-f'o1.ce giI/.a-\\'ilr', thrrs bccgtl-tirlq lltc
reril lclclcr t-ri' gltz.i rt'.itt-iot's irl liris lt-9t'tLict' rll clI.

'f hc siLui-ttir;t-t bcltlre tlrt' rise oF Osnlan Gaz-i is cle-

pictccl lrot]r in Pachvnrct'cs iinci Aksaravi as [ollori's: Ato-

rrrrd tlrc vc;.ir I 291 , Nlut;.r{'icrticldin Yat,llrk At'slnn, a rllclrl-
l-rcl ot'the cclebl-aLccl Cliclbartid ianlilr', n''t* t'uling .l'.--r
KrrsranronLl ttnde t' thc titlc of. .sipah-beLl-i clit'ar-i ttc.

Pucln'nrcl-es attribtrtcs tlie risc of Osman Gaz-i lo the ti-
nrr ()f 'Anrtrrit,s, natt-te lv thc Qoban o$ullan, rvho \verc-

crnirs in the Kastnmonti t'egion. Thc contcmpor.at-v Sal-

i trrl icl ltislorian Aksar-al'i clari I'ies ntos t rl l' r,,'hat Pltc I'r,r -

lilct'cs narrales, talking vagitelV abottt "NIelek Masltt'
and AmuriLrs". Acc,lrcling to Aksaravi, NIes'r-rd, one of
rhc sons of Kel'kavus II r.vho had t'eLurned from the Cri-
mc:,t to Anatolia, received the Saljuqid throrre from Ar-
sun Han arrci placecl his blotl'rer RLikneddin Krlrg- Ars-
l;-rn in the borcter resion of Akgehir. Alter the dczrth oI
,\r'gr.rn Han anci thc election of Ke,r'hatr-r as the next Khan
rirr Jul,r.'2?, 1291, the fulongols began to fight against
cuch other and this led to er per-iod of chaos and anar-
chv in Anatolia. In the border regions, the Tr-rrcomans
rcvoltcd, and Krlr,rj Arslan came against his brother
,\lcs'ud. Uoon the arrivai of Kevhatlr Han
rv'ith his arm-v ir-r No'"'ember
1291, Krlrq Arslan went to
thc Kastamonll region and
gal lrcrcd the Tlrrcomans
lr.'rr.rnd himself. He kliled
Yrir liik Arsalan, the long-time
\upportel- o[ trIes'trd, and defeated
Mes'ud himself who hacl becn sent bv Kevha-
ttr. (Pachvmeres is r.vrong in taking llasur, i.e.,
,\les'r-rd, [or NIelik Kilr9 Arslan). Later, ;\Ies'ud, sLrppoi--
lr.:d b-r' the Mongol soldiers, defeated Krliq Arsian (De-
ucmber 1291). Althourgh Krlrq Arslan had fled, Ali, the
r,rn ol'\'a.,'lak,\rsian, finall-r,'killed him in li raid. After
rlrt c',cnts cllt 1291, Ali began to orqanize raids to the
Brzanrine lands in the f,Vest, captr-ried the zrreas Llp ro
llrc Sakar-va river, ancl even went bevond it. But, Iarer
on he developed peacefr-ii reiations with Bvzantilrm.
Then, Osma.n Gazi r,vas ruling over the Sogtid area ne-
ar the Sakarn'a vallev. Pachvmeres infor:ms us that rvhen
.tl: , 'All st()pped his raids, Osman Gazi took up the leaders-
hip and lar-rnched an energetic gaza activitv against the

!r;'.antinc. lands. It w'as after this cvent that the glrzis
br:rirn to gather aroLlnd Osman Gazi. Accorcling ttr
Piciii'*..""., these fighters, Lrpon the slrccess of osnr:.in,
Liirllc trom areas as far as Paptrlagrtnia, that is Kasta-
m()nu. As the B.vzantine histor-icli sorrrce's shori,s, Os-
lnan comes Llp()n thc scene of historv;rt tltis tintc. \Vc

iiit rilir.: 
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1o tlrc ()ttonurn ci\ n;rstr is l IlLlcr :rclclitiorr, l-rs u L()tlr,
inott tltcrrre irr lll lristorics. Iirrt it is lrislor ielrllr lr rrc tlra{
Osrruin ancl tlrc strltrtns i.rf tt'r lrirn lrlrrl ciotc rci;.rti()n\
r', itlr tlrc Vcllrirve slrar klrs. ,\lso, t[ic 'l'r-rrkish-l\lonSol

tr.lrtlition ol 'ancl:r', i.c., r'jttral takinq ()rrLh f ol conrr':.rtlcs-
lrip, bcclulc rrriitccl r,,"ith the Islarrric iclcologr,'ol gazu,
rr lrich, in tLrrri, maclc Osnr:.rn Gazi tlic m<,isL pt'ottiittc-nL
lcatlcl of thc girzir nrovcnrcnt in this l'r-ontict'region. Ga-
za 1-llztvccl a cnrcial ro]c in Osman's political cal'ccr', so
rnuch so that hc h:rs alrr,zrvs been nrentioncd ln hisloli-
cirl sourccs as Osrnarn Gazi, a titlt' in u,hich his clcscen-
ciants took thc nr()st pricle (sce, be lou').

Initiirli.v, Osnrzrn's heaclcluarrtcrs rverc at Sdglid. The
seconcl phasc in the eme rscrnce oI thc beyiik rvars the
caplni'e ol Karirc:ihisar, '"vhich is :r I'c,.rrtress onlv seven
kilometer-s Ll\vav from Eskigehir. Accor-ding to the nar-
r-atives, this cvenl clcvated him f r-om bein-c a gazi to the
stertus c-if a [r'ontier commancler (bet') appointc-ci bv the
srrltan of Konva. Ar the time of'Osman Gaz.i, all of the
Ttrrcoman bcvs in Anato-
lia lvere local emirs appo-
inLc-cl bv the Sal.jr-rqicl sr-rl-

tan and none ol'them hacl
e\,'en cLirecl to lrse the title
'sultan' f'or himsclf. This
u'c,uld mean a rcr,'olt aga-
insl the legitlmatc rtrler,
the Saljuqid sultan ancl the
Ilkhan in Iran.

ln the bolclcl rcgions,
we knor,l', there \!el-c com-
manders appointed b-v the
Saljuqid State under the
title of "sipah-beci" or "si-

Panorama of Bursa.

lChesney. C.. Suruey of rhe Rivers Euphrares and Tigris, 1850)

()snrlLn is s|1,,',,. Jr Ir'()lt't l irrl tlrt' 1,,t'lrl ('lrristiutl l)o-
pttllrtion, Jrr,'lrs:rrrts trrrti tlre citr cirvt'llcl's u.utrirrst tlrc at-
tucksol llrcCr'rrrrir,,.Lrricl 'l'rrrl<. tlrrorrglr "istirrririe t", r'ulriclt
itll<-,rv'.:rl C[rristi;-trt J'rclrs:Lrrts lr) stilv in lltcit ltontc.s. "l:ti-
rlralct" llci.rns ulilrin,' tlre srrirJror-t ol pcople lhr-otrglr t'c-

concrli:-rtion unrl prr,tectiorr. -[ 
lre OtL,rntrn h jslrit'ic:tl .sri-

Lrrccs itavc cnr plti.rsizeci t ltc i rn J)c)r'lil ncrr (il' " ist i ntilct"
firr'tlrc Otlonrlur c()nqL]cs[s nncl lhc rapicl s1.rt'citcl ol thc
OItonrun lLrlc:. Asrkpa;a-z.iclc (B:tir l3) savs lhi.rt 'll-rcr,

capilrrecl lhcsc ['oru' f-ortlcsscs (Bilecik, \'alit i:iit', Inc-
gdl. \-eni;clrir'), r'trlcd thcrl f iiiri.,', ancl all lhc pcas:rnts
I'cnrainccl rn Iheit'pl:tccs. Tlttts, t[rcv becatt-tc gtct'irapr;
eVCn rllor-e D]'()sDCroLls Lh.rn al [ilc linre (')t't[rc: inficiel rtr-
ie. As p,y'opi" h.larcl :tbc.rr-rt thc conclitious, n'i()r-c peoplc
bcgan to [loit, into llrosc trrcils.' Dttrir-rg thc citptttt-c ,l['

Ge,vve (Bab 20),'thel g:.rvc people tull guzrt'anlcc for tlic-
ir sa[etr''. Onc oI thc reasons [or thc r.arpid sprc:rcl of tltc
Ottrrmlrn st:,rtc is rr iilrout rlorrbt, tlrc l:l;-rntie ,lltirrtttttL
larrv, accc>r'cling to u'hich the Clilisliiins u,erc prtitcuLcti

zincl tl-rc Gr-,,-ck priesLs w'e-

re qranLed Lo kcep theil pli-
vilcges (sce, abottt istima-
lct bclori ). Thc lari ol-

dhinrnra applies [o non-
,Vluslinrs ri'ho accepl the
political :iuIhoriir,' of the
lslanric state. Ae cot'clinglr ,

it is the lesponsibilirv of
the state to protecL their li-
\es, propertr,' ancl [reeclom
of religion. The Ottomans,
beltore caplr-rring an al'ea
bv for-ce, allvar,'s oliered,
three times, lo allou' Pc-

peh-.salir". It rvas under their direct ruic. that the local
Turcoman bevs carried or-rt their gaza actil'itv. We ha-
ve aiready mentic'rned that Osman Gazi rvas one oi the-
se ieaders, under the Choban ogullan in Kastamonll.
Osman was sr-rbject to a hierarch-v of the tolio"ving kind:
Osman i,,"'as sr-rbject to the emir of Kastamonr-r; this cmir
,,r,'as sr-rbject to rhe Saljuqid sultan, and the sultan, in
turn, w,as sub.ject to the Ilkhanid Khan in Iran. It rv'as

this hierarchic strllctlife that provided jr-r.stif ication for
political author-itr,'. In the menakib tradition it is cla-
imed that Osman Gazi \!'as granted tl-re ofiicial title of
'sancak be,vi' b-v- the Saljurqid sul[an after the czrpture of
Karacahisar in 1288. This, hor,v'ever, ma-v have been ad-
ded to the chronicie later. In the vakfivye of Orhan Ga-
zi, Osrnan's son, deited 76111360, Osman Gazi is men-
tioned as a Bilc (BeJ', commander). It is possible that
Osman claimed to be a'bel'' even in his own li['e-lime.
In this regard, there is an interesting chapter in the old
menikib about Osman's decisions on state policies al-
ter rhe captLrre r>f Karacahisar (Aqrkpaga-zade: Bab 9).
ln his conversation rvith his brother Glinduz, Gttnd,oz.
proposes lo continue the bootv raicis. Itl response to
this, Osman sa-vs that "our citv of Karacahisar r,v'ili ne-

\,'e r l'elc h p ros pc f i tv \,vi t h c tl t-t t i n ltotts raid ing i"-rc t ir,'i tr,'.

lt rs r,vrser to estiiblish reconciliatiotr rvitlt r-tttt'ncigh-
Llr.r rs . "

aceful surrender and gave, in case theil oifer tvas ac-
cep[ed, what is callecl "aman-name' or'"arhdnime", i.e.,

the official guarantt-'e ot protce Lion. In b99'l 199, af tcr
the conquest of Karacahisar, the second pheise of this
process rvas realized rvith the captr-rre of such places in
the west of Eskigehir zrs Bilecik, \'arhisar, Yenisehir and
Inegdl. According to the historicari narratives, it r"vas at
this time that Osman hard the ltLttbe (religious sermons)
read in 1'ris name, tirurs ciaiming his ir-rclependencc iot'
the first time. It seems that the i\lenakibname tries to
clepict Osman, just llke the other Tlrrcoman bevs, tls an
independent Islamic r-r-rier who cor-rld have the irzrtbe re-

ad in his name. Ntenikibname narrales hou'Osmi.rn had
the hr-rtbe read in his name in 699i 1299 ancl claimed in-
dependence (Bzrb 1-l). Declarring his rtrle (Bab 15), he
erppointed a religious judge (cadi); and engaged in or-
ganizing his smzill ber,'lik as a Tur-kish-Isiiimic state. In
other r.vords, the ar-rthor r>f' the Nlenakibnime (Yahqi Fa-
kih) and its narrator (Ishak Fakih, the imam of Orhan)
were a\\'ar-e of the actr-ral cmel'gence of the Ottomitn sta-
te at tl'ris earl,r, clarte. Follor.v'ing this tradition, the histo-
rians lrar,'e acccpted this date to bc the real and legai bc-
ginning ol the Ottoman sttrlc. In fact, lhe [ormatitlu ot'

the .state ciepends, first oi all, on the risc- o['a cirarism;-l-
tic 1e:.rdel r.vhose nr-tlhor'11.v is believecl to lrllr'.' lf.'en qran-

leci l;r'Gocl. Nattrrallr, it w'as llso seen nccessl'ttl trl h:-l-

IliL: Il tif.:



r r-. .i lurrtl l1r'gc cttt,uglt ltttrl ltcoltic ttnrlcr Llrc: t'onrnt:rncl

'l-tittr 
iclclcr'. \'azrcrzliclc.\Ii ('lirrilr-i AI-i Sulc-rrk, -f,rpk^1tI

Il-i, 30e, u't'ittcn cltlt.itlg tltt: t-ciurt ol fulLrracl ll) clcser i-

L-,cs tliis sitrnLi()11 l.rs lollrtri's: "Pacli;ihlat'tn clcvlcti vL'

Si.ilrpcti niikcl v'c il vc nlcllrlckctleclir'. Lr,gcl rrokcr yc il

r e lair r c t ol nttt,v ltcLrk ol r-t rslt llacl i ;ztlr l l k nl t-i tn kLin clcg i l-

.lir-" (rhc prcstigc:tttrl p()\\cr of'thc t-ulet'lies irr his cont-
rr:rpi()ps (nokcls) anci lris iuncl. It is not possiblc to ltavc

^i.gslrip 
u ithrttrl col.llpttlli<lns, Ianc[ zrncl sr-rbjects). ('Ncj-

kcr-', rncans i.l colltpanion ot- comracle r,vho is tiecl and

Ior al ro thc lclt.lct' trntil his clcath thr otrgh 'ancia', i.c.,

r irLrai allcgiiincc' Tlrcit', tert-itotf' t-e-

[cls to thc courntt'v in s,'hicfr ta.rpa-

rcr-s lir.e). In most cases, an impor-
iant victotn was intcl-prelecl a.s a cle-

ar-sign of divinc sltpport and a cle-

liniLirc' er,'enl, so crttcial foi- the
dn'rdl'scnce <lf a leacler and the ftlr-
rrr.riion of his clvnaslr.

This olcl narlitiv'e ma_v have be-

en aclcleci to thc stot-r art the time of
the latcr Ottoman ntler.s, rvho hal'e
claimed inclcpendence for thei I' po-
liticai ar-ithoritl' ft'om the time of Os-

rnan. It is, horvever, certain that the
capture of ti-re Bilecik-Yenisehir r-e-

gion u'a.s a turning point in Osman's
clrccr. It s,as right alter this event,
in tlre vL-ars 1300-1302, that Osman
ltcsieged trvo irnportant centers of the Bvzantine State
in Bithvnia, namel,'- Iznik (Nicaea) and Br-rrsa (Pnrsa).

In fact 1299, Osman, like other bevs rvho had inva-
clcd rvestern Anatoiia From the Bvzantiires, rvas alreadv
an cstablished be-v, rr.-rling o\-er ntanv cities and forlres-
scs bevond the borders of the Saljuqid Srate. AFter this
\car, Osman had to fight, not against the local Bvz-anri-
tte "Lckr,'urs", but directlv against the forces of the Byzan-
tirtc Empire. At the same time, both the Saljuciid sul-
tittts and their superiors, the Ilkhanid Khans, had alre-
adv lost their control or er these trontier areels. It is, the-
rcfore, incumbenr Llpon us ro anall'ze thesc particular
pltases in Osman's career, depicted in the old narrati-
vcs, through a strict critical method, rather than rejec-
ling them all as mere legends.

First of ali, our soLlrces picture the Karacahisar Tek-
ttrr (local Bvzantine commander) as a tributary (harac-
:,tt'ar) of the Saijuqid sultan. Karacahisar was a steep
f rrrtrcss founded on a hilltop seven kilometers outside
E-skiEehir. The Saliuqid sultan had left rhis fortress ro
the [ekvur as his uurtol. Beine a Darr of the Daru'l-Is-
lam, this tekr,n-rr was under the"protection of the Sultan,
and to attack him meant to revoit against the authorit-v-
of the Suitan himself. But according to the Ottoman tra-
'iition, this Bvzantine teki,r-rr attacked Osman Gazi, i.e.,
liru \luslims, and thus ceaseci to be, according to Isia-
::lri- liiit,, 'illik' (the status of being part of Islamic terri-
rrrrr,,) and became ,vagilik,, ennemv iand. Accordins tcr
tltc str>rv, the sultan ]aict that 'the Karacahislrr t"ki'.,,'
Dccame'y'argi' r,vith us'. It rvas durir-rg this time that the

strltun, LIJ)()n l'cccir irrg tlre rre rrs of nc\\ :rtt;_rcks ltr tlre
lll..tranirt cr;nrrnurrcler', [Juvlurt.-rr', ir1 ccnttrl ;\rurtolia, lrlcl
lclt tlrt' lllor cr-rrcntiont'cl .sicge to (Jsrnlrrr, u lrr-, tltcrr c:-tJr-

trrrr-cl thc f ortl'css r\ctuullr, wc kn,,u' lrorl i\lrrsur-ncrc-
tii'l-"\hbir, thc cJrroniclc ol tltc conIcmporury Sai.jrrclicl
histolian Aksara.ri, that thc IIklt:rnicl general Bar:rncztr
\\'us appointccl br thc Ilkhan;rs tlrc chicf l.irnt.\ g,crreriil
o1'thc r\longol forccs in Anlitoli:r in I299. \Vc alsri knr.,rv
lhat thc othcr Ilkhanid gcnclal, SLilcmiq, u'ho \vi,ls con-
tendine [.or- tlic s.rme posiLion, revolteci eiq:rinst this clc-
cision ir-r 1299.1t is clcar thirt ont-- can harcllv c.stablish

LInv cc)11nci:ticin belrvcen Osrnan's
c;rptr-rrc of Karacahislir (12S8) and
[hc Barancar inciclent ( 1299). On the
other- har-rd, Alaeddin Kc.r'kubad III
was certainlr,'ir-r po\ver as the Salju-
qicl Sultirn betrvecn 1298-1302. It is
obviotrs that the events of I299 rve -

re con['used u'ith O.snran's ci-lptLrre
of Kzrracahisar in 1288 in the Otto-
man ci'rr-onicles. In short, the Otto-
man soLrrccs \\'ere in ing to 'lcgit-
imize' Osman's attack on the Karzr-
cahisar tckvur in 1288 zrnci as sr-rch,

the-v confusecl the events oF 1299,
r.v'hich \\'ere in fact rel:rted to the sul-
tan Alaedclin. In 1288, the Szrljuqid
sultan \va.s not Alacddin, but Gr1'a-
seddin Mes'ucl II. Sr-ilemish's revolt

Q299) mav be relatecl to Osman's claim of independen-
ce, becanse it \\'as as a restrlt of this revolt that the oull-
-v-ing frontiet' resions became i'irtuallv independent of
the Ilkharn's authoritv.

At this point, it can onlr,'be sarid that Osman in 1299
\\jas a de l'acto independenI bcr', engagcd in a number
of important political activities. It r,vas also during this
vear lhat l-re began to fighr against the po'"r'erlul tekvur
of Bilecik, rvho \vas a vassal of the Saljuqid Sultan. In
1,299, Osman directiv threalened the citl' of Iznik From
his nerv Yenigehir frontier cenrer. In 1302 Osman tried,
for rhe first time, to caplure the cit-v- of Iznik, r.vhich had
been the capital of the Br,'zantine Empire betrveen 1204-
1261, and prior to this the tirst capital of the Saljuqids,
betrveen 1078-1097 (The Ottoman tradition talks abor-rt
zr set-up rvedding in order to justif' Osmarn's attack on
a Saljuqid vassal; (see, Agrk Pa;a-zide Bab 12).

It is not possible to understand the developments
in rvestern Anatolia wi[hor-rt taking into account the
events of 1238-1299. The period of 1284-1288 was a pe-
riod of ttrrmoil in Saijr-rqid Anatolia. in 128.1, Argun Han
had hung Gr1'aseddin Kevhr,isrev and put in his place
\,Ies'ud as the next Saljuqid strltan. In response to this,
the forces oF Karaman and E;refo$lu captured Konva
arnd enthroned the trvo s()ns ot' Ke-v-hLisrev. In order to
punish tl-rc Turcon-rans, Arglrn Han sent his son Kevi-ra-
tu lo Anatolia rvith a lzrrge arrnv. Kcvhlisrev's sons tve-
re captured and kilied, at'ter" ivhich Sr-rltan Nles'uci and
Kevhatu entered Konva. In 1288, all the Turcomans,
inciucling tl-re Germivanids, accepterl the authoritr, ol
SLrltan trles'r-rd. lt is most plobablv at this time of tur-
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rttoil in ccrrtr lrl r\rurtoliu tlurt Osrntrrr ()lrzi clrlttrrrccl Kl-
t.aeultisur'. \\'itlr tltc llr r ivitl oI Kcr luittr, thc nriliturr urrcl
L)c()lrontic corrtrol ol tlrc lvlongol.s irr ccrrLral ,.\nutolia bc-
clurit- nrtrclr stl-()ltscr'. \Vith tltis crent, lhc [tLrlclrrrcrucr
in ll'rc Sai.jrrclicl capiti-rl, Konvii, \\,t-r.s controllccl cntilclr
Ll-l tlrc brrrcnrrcr'.rts.sent bv thc Ilunian Ilkhlinicl Kharr.
Bcing i-rrrclcL'tlrc- thr-cat ol the lllihlrnids, tl-rc Gcrnrir,ln
stiltc, Osmiin's ncigliLror-, r\'!ls noL in lr sitr-raLion to :rt-
tacl< Osmi.in, :.incl ln l'act acted likc a briffe r'-stl.rtc be trrc-
en Osntan :rncl thc r\longols. [n l2L)l-1292,'uvc scc Kcr-
l izr l ri Gc,''h :r l rr la r-r nc h i n g ;r h ars h ac t i o n o {' c h ars t i se r-i'rl' n t

aqainst thc flonricrTurcomar.lts. ln Kon.r:r, SLrltan il,'lcs'rrci
\\,'i.rs rrn inrpove rished lan-re ctuck at the liancls oi thc \,lon-
gols. ln 1298, Ilklran replaced trinr r,.,'ith Alaeclclin Kcr.-
kubird IlI. In 1302, Nles'r,rd carrlc to porvcr onc more ti-
mc, anci r.r,ith his dealtr in 1308 rlre Saljr-rc1id rr-ile in Ana-
toiia ciinre t<t an cnci. It is obvious that at this time the-
rc was nc-r Seljr-rkicl rtr Mongol force Lo stc,rp thc'incre-
asing atlacks that Osmiin had bccn conclucting against
lire Bl'z:rntine lancls. Their neighbor-rr, the Gcrnrivanicls,
!\'ere bus-l ri,ith the evc-n[s in cenIral Anatolia, the Sal-
jLrqid slrltarn \\'as completelv porverless, and the Nlongol
khans wc-re ir-r ii nrire of interni.rl strife and rer'<.rlts ca-
usecl by' the governors that tl-re-r' had sent lo Anatolia.
Dr,rring 1299- 1300, the Ilkhan had to senc'l one almv af-
ter- another asainst Sulernish in Anatolia.

In 1299-1301, Osman and other Ttrr-coman bev's in
the u'est, taking advantage of the *,eakening of rVlongol
control, launched a general attack on Bvzantine cities.
We knor,v as certzrin, in 1302, Os-
man besieged Iznik. When Osrnan
died in 1324, rhe ottoman bevlik,
like the rest of tl-re bevliks in r.ves-

tern Analolia, rvas alreadv a small
state ruling over a large land i.vith
its tor,vns, army and bureallcracv
of which there is documentation:
the'teviivet niganr' (dipioma for su-
pervision) of the Nlekece aaviv
rvaqf, dated Nlarch 1321, obvious-
lv r,vritten just after the death of
Osman, appoints $eret'eddin NIuk-
bil as the r.vaqf administrator of the
zavir,'ah. Among the r,vitnesses
mentioned are Osman's children
Qoban, rVleiik, Hamid, Bazarlu and Fatma Hatun. fuIal-
hatun, the daughter of Omer ber', is also mentionecl
among the witnesses. The fact that this docr-rment is

written in the tradition of hight),' der,'eloped Persian bu-
reaucr-atic stvle proves that Osman had a number of ab-
le secre[aries, i.c., a vl'ell-established bltreaucracy'. The
later Ottoman records sho'w that Osman had dedicatecl
waqfs to manv dervishes , ahis and religious men, inc-
h-rding Ede-Bali. The appointment of :-r cl'rief cunuch as

the sr-rpen'isor of the Vlekece r.vaqf mav be Laken as pro-
of that Osman had a paiace of his o\vn. In short, it is

sarfe to sa-v that the Ottoman state at the time oi Osman,
jtrst like other Tr-rrkish hontier states, sLlch as Avdrn and
Karaman Bey'liks, rvas established as a ftrll-tieciged ber-
lik lighting against the Brzantine En-rpirc. lt \vlts Lls i1

THE B,qrrr.E on B.q.pHEUS

(l(oYUNH isan)
The fact that Osman s \\'rrs ziblc to beconre the l'o-

tunder of a ci-r,'nastl is rclatcrcl to his r ictorl'over ir Blzan-
tine armr,' in 1302. After the captlu'c of th.- Bilccik-\'e-
nigehir region in 1299, Osrnan Ga't.i set oLrt to cilptLu'e
Nicaea (Iznik) and Prtrsa (BLir-sa), the lrv'o intpctrt.rnt
stronghoids of Bl'zan[iun-r in Bitirlnia. Before marching
to the Iznik region, he look control of .Nlarmaracrk and
Ko-v-unhisar near Burser, in order' to secLrrL' his t'ear-. In
1302, he marchecl to the Iz.nik arear crossine the Avcian

mountains via the Kizilhisar val-
1e1', and besiegecl the citl'. The con-
temporarv- soLtrce Pachvmenes and
the Ottoman anonvmolrs Tel'arih-
i Al-i Osman, pror,'icie ample infor-
mation about Osman's sic-ge of Iz'
nik and his i'ictorv ov'er the impe-
riai armr,' under Heteriarrch Nfi-rza-

lon ivho came to rescuc' the citl'.
When we compare the accounls in
these tr"vo independent sources, we
reacl-r the follor,r'ing conclusion
about tiris momentous event that
made Osman's emergence possib-
Ie. According to the de-tails pror,'i-
ded bv the anonvmous Ottoman

chronicie, the first place to be captr-rrecl u,as Kopt'uhi-
sar, a stra[egic stron-gholcl on the \\'av to lznik (this pla-
ce todav is on the Goksu river, knorvn bv the same na-
me). First, Osman's forces crosseci the vallel' of Yalak-
Dere. They were abie to erpel the counter-attacks co-
ming hrom the fortress, Bapheus. But it ri,'as not possib-
le to besiege Iznik from ali directions, as its olrtlying
land ,,vas marshv and the qate to the lake rvas the onh'
rou[c to [sranbul. Be[ore pulling or-rt, Osman, in order
lo captLlre the ciLr,, decided on a strategv of uninterrup-
ted blockade and [amine: thrrs establishing:r 'ltuvcLle',

r-rr-ivatch to\ver on the m()Lri-ll:,iin sicle and placiirg a small
;.rrmed t'orce ther-ein, uinder Lhe command of Draz Ali
(todar.,', the same place is still knou,n as the Dr-ez Ali vil-
lage, and the Draz Ali Prrritrt, lhe soLu-ce \r'ils trlcntitlned

t'csttlt ol tlresc lrclrir'r'r'n)e nls tlrirt ()srn:ir) s son ()rlurrr
sttect'ccl.'cl lris lutlrt'r';rpl);-lrcrrtlr rr itlror:t oppositiorr. 'l-lrc

,.\r-lrb tnr\r'iLl' f ltn i:llrttrrtlr clesrr ibes Olh:rn, ri,lrcn lrc r,i-
sitccl Ilrrrsa irr l3-i-l lrs loilo',r.s: "t'his srrlL:in i.s thc urc-
ittest ol all tlrc -fLrr-c()man bcl's a.s l'lrr :rs lri.s;;ou'cr-, \\'c-
alth, lancl lilrcl irrnr\ is et,neur necl. llc fra.s al'()r-lncl onc
lir-rndr cd lortr-csscs trncicl' lri.s contlol, rrnr[ hc spe ncls
most ol his Iirrre r isiling rhcse pltrces, chr:cking LI're ir'

conclitions urrrl rcpzLir-ing the m... llis i'athcr lracl bc.si-
egccl thc citv c>l ['t.nik for tlvcnlr'\'cars bcforc his clclrth.
Orhan cerpllrr-ecl it af tcr i.r srcgc ctt' 12 \'ctrrs. I nrct hin-i
thcre , ancl hc scnl me a lurgc amoLrnl of nrone\,'. This
descripgion \\rirs rl'r'jttcn onlr,' ten -\'carrs nftler- Osrnan's cle-

i,rth. In&]rolt, iI is ccrtain that the Ortoman bevlik u':.is

actr-raih' for-rrrclccl b-v Osrnan Rel' and hard became a strl-
lanate bv tl-re tinre oF Orhan.

Plan of Nti/ifer Hatun Zaviya
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lrr Ott()lpillt S()tll'tcs).'['lrt'llcoplu irr lztlik st-'trt lt tlis-

i'rtclt t. tlrc CInpcl'()l', Sii\ illg tlllt ri'illt,ttt .trtsiclt' llt'l1l

,lr"r rt,,rr-rlcl llltte Irt sttl'l'clldcl '

,\\'ircrr tlte Br z1utIinC glnpcl-()l', thc C)ltrlnlitn c]tt'ri-

rriclc strvs,'l'orrncl oLlt LIll()Llt tlris sittliltion, ltc gathct'cc[

;r l;.ir-gc nltvtil I'orcc t'ilh it l:rt'-uc nLlrnl)cl'of sslclicls lttlcl

rerrt rIcnr ttt thc t'cqion in ot'clcl.to t]\pel thc,grl:r/ figlr-

icls 1t-oln Izrril<... In l'esponsc to this, lhe 8'.1:i s laicl lrr-r

.iltrhLrslr. Irr Lhe nltran lime, thc in['idcl soldict's canre tt.r

r6c iral[oLtr in thc Yallik-O'"'i'r plairt zlnd begarl t6 lnnci

:.rt pigiit. \Vhcn thcv sct thcir lcet r.rn lhc el'ouilcl and b.r-

can to r-rnload their hol'scs ancl \\'.It'e c1r-tipnlctrt, t'hc g,-

I':rplrlagottilt (Krrstlun()nlr) regiorr lrrrtl tlrat tlrc qa:.ri liglt-
lcrs rttslrccl to !llrtirL'l ttnc[cr-lris [tar]rrLrr'. Tlrc hislot'ilttt
Nc.:r'i, in thc ['ilt.,r.'nth ccntLrrr', r'iglrtlr .:e Is t]ri.s claIc lts
thc clalc ol Osrnurt's arclrral inclcpcnclcncc, bcciir-tsc Llris
r,'ictorv gzrirrecl lrirrr tlrc eharist-t-u.t nce.iccl {or thc f't,ttt-t-
.lg1-ol u cl-,,'nnsLr. urtrl :rllori'ccl lris son lo :Lrccoccl lrint rr, it-
lroul- opposition. 'f hcrcf orc, \\'c ciin i.lcccpt 27 JLrl.r' I 302
as lhc c[lilc ol lhc lt-,r'rn:.rtion ol' Lltc O'rtotrteLn dvttastr,
an(l accorclinglr tlre Ott<,n)llr Stlrl,c.

As thc prcccciins irccor.rnt shorvs, in the 1300s Os-

rnan crne|gccl us an intpr-rI.tnnt nrilitar-r po\\'et', tht'e:rte-
nirrg tlie B-vzantinc soi,'ere igntv in Bithvnr:i. Likc Pac,r.h-

.i, l*r.,nchecl tlre-ir attack, taking re fr-rge in Gocl,

ancl tircn began to kill the enemv solclicrs..'
meres, tlAe Ottoman historian Yaz.rcrzdde also rvli-

tes that zrlter 1300 Osman's famc rcachecl thc

ttrosc u'ho retnainecl in the ships tvet'e for-
cccl to go back''

Tlrc scene oI this bzrttle, Yalak-Ova,
t'ust of toclav's Yalovar, is in the plain of
llcr.s.'k-Dili into u'hich the Yalak creek
(knor,.'n todav bv the same name) f'lorvs.

Urcn thotrgh Paclt.vmeres prtlvicies s<.r- 
=nre aclclitional cletails, he is in pc-rfect a

lrgreement lvith the Ottotnan chronic-
lc. According to Pachl'meres, lhe empe-
ror Ancironikos II sent an armv urnder
rhc commzrncl of Heteriarch N{uzirlon in i
,rrcler' lo save the city of Iznik. This armv
ot'2,000 \vas composed oi paid forces co-
rning from istanbr-r1 and other local figh-
tcrs. There \vas clisagreement among these
groups. The tortress of Bapheus stands right
on the rvav to Yalak-Ova before entering the
nlain. (This [ortress is mentioned in the Otto-

[ar',nvi1v colners o[ thc Anatolia and that
'rranv Turklsh hor-rschoids, one al'ler anot-

her, began to {'iorv' to his sicle. Obsen'ins
tfre sc cvents, Pachr.'rnerc.s notes l'rorv thc
'Bvzantine authorities took Osman's tLrre-

lut seriolrslv. In orcler lo stop Osman, thc
Br,'z-antine crnperor c,f fet-ccl the princcss
fulari:r as rl'i[e tirsr to Gazan FIan (clied
1305) iincl tl-rcn to 0lcertli Hari in It-an,
and attc-mptecl to provokc the Nlongol
afrrlv asainst osman.

Now iet us turn to thc sittration in
\vester-n Anatolia at the time oI the for-

mation of the Ottoman Be_vlik. In the
1300s, the Bvz-antine Empire attachecl mo-

re importance to lhe conqLtests carried out
bv the Germivan ancl his conrmanders, and
Nlenteshe's son-in-la\r,'Sasa, in the western parts
of Anzitolia. The emperor had sent, in 1278 and

man sources as Koy'unhisarl, whose ruins are today cal- 1296, two loyal armies in order to expel these conqu-
led 'Qoban-kale'. Since the time of J. von Hammet'- erors, but lo no avail. Other paid soldiers (A1an s and
Purgstall, this fortress has been confused with the ot- Catalan's) had failed in the same rvay. Ephesus (Selquk)
lter Kovunhisan, near Bursa). It rvas here that Osman's was captured immediately after the pull out of the Ca-
ftrrces gained their tirst victory, which gave Osman the taLtLns (1304). Nlehmed Be_"- of the A,vdrn familv captu-
chance to march to',vards the sea and to colrnter the .cd Bir.gi (pyrgion) in 1308 and made it his capital. He
Bvzantine armv. According to Pachymeres, Osman, ba- then expanded his rule as far as lzmir and established
vlng lound out about the preparations of the Byzantine the moir powerful bevlik of \vestern Anatolia. In rhe
arml', asked the surrounding Turcomans for help and north Sarrihan Bey- caprured Manisa in 1313 and made
fought against the Byzantine armv (we knor,v of some it his capitol, witfrrvhich the Saruhan Dellik rvas unqq-
othcr collaborations of this kind among the ga:l bels). estionablv established.
Osman's army was composed of foot-soldiers and ca-

"ut*. ,l".o.Ji,'g i; ;";[';;;.;, ;;;.;;;.;;r;;, north' Mvsia had been unde. the pressure or

*as i.a*sed bv rhe dispures *,16* ,f-'1 ar^^i;;.;;;. Karesi Bc'" sjnce 1293. Karesi Bey captrrlcd Balrkesjr
,rirh"usf, Lh.';ai;nr; nlJ t"""fr, *"ff. ifr"'g"r";,i; ,"i- (Plaeocastron) and made it his centre, settling a large
ai"* *J ,G. ir..r .td." ;;; ;; ;;;;;;f ;.;:-p;"L" population of Turcomans includins Karacalar in rhe

mcres gives 27 Julv l30l as the date tor^the batrle of atea. This be1'lik expanded as far as the Sea of Nlarma-
Bapheu-s lKo,vunhirur). A..o.ding to the Ottoman so- ra, the Dardanelles and the bay of Edlemid; to the east

urce' the Koyunh.isar battle must 
-have 

taken place one of this state lay Osman's land'
!'car before the Dinboz banle (H. 702 the year begun 26 Timurta!, the Mongol governor of Anatolia, who
'{uBust 1302), i,e., in the summer of H.70 I (H.701 Atarts was rrving to fight agalnst the tiontier beys, tinallv |e-
jt September 1301, and euds in 25 -\ugusr l-i01). Thus, volted-agiinst his orin master, rhe Ilkhanid nrler', and
t')tlr rrI our sources are in agreement here on the cour- rvas iorced to nke refuge in the land of the ]llmluks in;r unci lhe date of the battle. Egypt ( t32g). Even thourgh Karamanids, the Hamid-

. This victory over an imperial army made Osman a ogullan, the Tonguzh-r iDenizii) berleri, Umur Bet- in A]--
!harismatic leader in rhe resion. Pachvmeres notes that cirn, Celmivanids, Orhan (Ottomans), Gerdebolu (Ge-
aftcr rhis vicron. Osmun \ lame tpr:clLj .rs lar. us thc rccilr. K.rsranronrr, EgriJiranJ Sinop \vr're.ccotcled rs

Derwish
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par I ol lhc Ilk]ralticl te rriLorr in tfrc statc r',:cor-cls ol re-
\cnur's in l3-19, trndcr thc narne ol '{,tcitt',' tlrcse lr'ontie r

stlitcs lrlcl alrcurlv ltccornc inclcpcnclenI sLrItans bt'this
titlc. Orhan is cltrirrtccl to lurvc slnrck thc f irst Ottonrurr

.l . i . | |silvct'coin as :r sie.n of indcpenclcnce in 72711326-1327.
Btrt tlrc clatc ol'his cr-,runirrg lrs sullan musl be in 1336,
Llp()n Llrc clt-:ertlr o[' thc Ilkhanicl Abfr Sirict Khan.

TnE FnoNTrE,R SocrETY AND
CurrunE
Flol-v rvar ernd bootv r-aicis usr-rallv lcd to the for n-ur-

Lion oI f ighting groLrps aror-rnd grilr-alp lcaclers, spir-irr-r-
allv sr-rpportecl b-v the alp-e rcns, sufi clerr,'rshes. In most
cases, such fighting conrpanies [ook their nermcs ft'om
the leaders. Thus, gctiis gathereci around such success-
ful leaders as Osman Gaz.i or Avdrn Be,y in ttre begin-
nlng. Nlost of these bevs, !\'ere actil'e in the tron-
tier regions of the Saljuqid State, as mc)-
clest frontier leaclers. These gall bcr-vs eit-
ire r refused to pay' tributes or senI a small
amoLrnt to show their: lovaitv to the cent-
ral sovernment. Life in the frontiers \\,as rep-
lete u,ith dangers and reqnired personai initi-
ative, bei,'ond the borclers lav the Christian Fron-
tier organization, the Br,.zanLine akri,tai or "tekrurs
of the fortifled places active, r"vith the same spirit.
Fth-i-.11., tl-- $Opcier societl.was extremelV mi_LLlllf lLull-v, Lrtu

xed. It \vas a place of refuge [or political dissen-
ters, heterodor people, adr,'enturers and nomads.
In contrast to the highlr.civilized forms or cultu-
re of the interior, r,r,'iih its theoloe]r, elite litera-
ture and reliqiotrs larv, the frontier resions hacl
rather an eclectic folk culture based
on heterodor orders, a m-vstical and
epic literature. The u,orldvier.v of the
frontier had a completelv chiva]rous
cnaracter.

The old Ottoman stories about the life o[ Osman
reflecl this way of life in a poignant wa-v. We should not
ioose sight of the fact that these stories provide a dis-
torted version of rvhat actuallv happened. According to
the historf' of Oruc (p. 3), the Ottomans \vere ty'pical
Frontier ga:/s. "They' fight in the path of God. Thev col-
lect the booty and spend it for God and follow God's
path. They are ze^lous in the path qf religion and never
fond of the r,vorld. They' are mindful of the Sharia and
take revenge From the poly'theists..."

The continuous expansion of the Islamic domain to
the west was regarded as a sign of divine decree as thev
told to Archbishop Gregory Palamas in 135-+. They also
considered themselves to be the'sword of God'- an ima-
ge held not onlv b1r the Ottomans but also by the Bvzan-
tines. [n the classicai stories oi the Ottomans, ttlps, aLp-

erens ancl clzi s are depicted as the closest associates of
Osman. Osman became a grzii and began his g(l:d rlrids
aFter Ede-Bali, who r,vas a vefai sheikh, gr-riclecl him anc-l

tied a gc:.i sword around his waist, r"vhich \vas a ritual
nracticed amons rb.e alti brotherhootls.

In Lltc 1r'onticr, tlrc llost inrl)tes:ive sue r',-\\ storl
bctr,r,ccn l-i3(l l.l-l-r,,r'as tlutt of Lrntrr iJev ol t[tu i\lclrn
lanrilr. Agltinst UnrLrr []cr r'"fro, us tlrc bcv ol lz.ritii', lrrrcl

r-;.it't'it'cl lti: ntiliturr.'etunl.llri,Jn to tlre :ctr tlrt'('lrri-tilrrrs
t'ttlct's signccl lt pzrcl, on 6 Scplcmbcr' l.332,1-or tlre firr'-
nrltljr-rn ril-li crlrsacler-n.rv-\'o1'tu'cntr ships in thc Acgc-
an Sea. ln 133-1, the clr-rsaclcls clcstro-r'ccl tlrc nur'.\' l-rn-

cicl Yakhslri, tlre be-r'of Karesi. On 28 Octobcr 134-i, the
crttsadet's, in :.r surclcien altack, caiptr-rrecl the tr,rrtrcss orl
the hairbour of Iz-mir. Umur \\'as rnallvlcd in thc bltttle
rvhiie tr ving [o rec.rptLrre the placc (r\la,v 13:lE). Scrcine
the cleath of l'ris brothcr, the ner,r'bev Hrzrr lcft thc po-
lic_v crI gu:q and prefcrrecl thc be ne ['its oI tlacle. I-{e rna-
cie peace tv'ith thc. strrrouncling Christian n,rler-s, and

grante-d thcm 'atnclrt-ttCutte's, i.e., peace ancl trade
concessions lo let then-r do br-rsiness in his counttn'

(17 August 134E). It rvas also ciecl:rred that lie
u''or,rlci not increasc the cuslon-rs taliff ancl that
the knights from Rhodes r,,'or-rlcl be alionecl to

settle in his ports ',i'itli their represcntati-
r,'e.s and that thcv ,,,,'oulcl be pei-mitted to

r-rse the seaports h-eel_t.

Ar-r Arirb soLrrce Al-Lrmari, in rhe
1330s, clescribes the bevs of Karesi, Sa-

ruhan. Menteshe and Ar.'drn as gazis
knor,vn For their sea battles, i.e. , as'g/ttr'
.dt f'il-bahr'. He pinpoints Umur Bev'

among Lhem as a g:-rzi bev engaqed in a

continuous \var. Like tl're Rhodian
knights, Christians, loo, later appei"tr to

prefer the bene[its of trade. Accordingiv,
the dor-ninant cuiture in those areas became

no more the r,varv of iife and institt-ttions
of the frontier gaa"a, but that of
classicai Islamic society'. It rv'as as

a restrit of this change that the le-
adership of the ga:o, then passed

"Azrn" to the Ottomans, r.vho \vere fi-ei-rting in the
foreft-ont of the frontier.

In 146i, Fatih N1ehmed, u'hen climbing up the Tre-
blzond mountains on foot, said that 'all of this trouble
is for God. We have the sr,vord oi Islam. Were we not to
take this troubie, rve rvor-rld not deserr,'e the name of ga-

il'. Beginning i,vith Orhan, ail of the Ottoman sultans
used the title 'SLiltan al-ghu:itt vva'I-rntLdjahiclin'. In this
regard, [[ is correct to compare the Ottoman ga:ls to the
first Arab conquerors. The ga;a became a raison d'etre
for the Ottoman state. The original Islamic tradition of
carr-ving out ga:a on the frontier came to dominate the
entire Ottoman history. This 'uvas apparent in their do-
mestic and foreign policies. Cantacuzeno.s states that a

gazi bey w'ould be happy to include the ga:i s of another
bev in his armv. Nevertheless, there r,r'as also competi-
tion and \vars among them. According to the olcl Tur-
kish tradition of 'tiliis', or apanage the chief bev r,tsed to
distribtrte his countr v- zrmong his srtns. The trnitv among
these semi-independent bevs r.vas maintained bv the m-
ler in the ccntre r,vho had the titie'zr/ir-bet".Yet, there
al'uv'avs occured civil ',var anlong the brothcrs. Ottomrns,
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1...,.1 \\itll ttt()lr'ill)pltlor)t {ltrclts, ttstltlll lrttcl tlre ltlti-
litr ro lict'11 lllt'ir ttttilr.

,.\s tlrc !a.'i lrcrs suttlucl in llrc I'ie lr railcvs ol ri'es-

tcr-n ..\nirt()liil :tttrl cttltttrrccl sttclr intcrnutionul polls us

..\r.:-rsolrrg.- (;\ltr;ltrogo, Iodltr,'s Selc-irl' ) urrcl Bltlltl, tltcit'co-
Lurt rics tlcvclop.'cl i r r to l i Ltle stt l t:-t lttltes rvi th :ltt :.rrlviu) -

cerl t;r.rcic, on tltc r.,ncr frand, arrrl Lhc high f()rnrs of islu-

:ric etrltttt'c, ()n tllc otlrcr. l'lris is ctit't-obot'atcc'l bv r.vhat

\l-L'rlar-i ancl I [rrr Battuta rcportc(l in I 33-1. Ibn BattLr-
(1 ;.rcirlirccl tl-rcsc citic.s rvilh thcit- bcar-tti{'ul bzrz.:ra.r s, pil-
l;.recs ancl ntr).\clLICS. Accrtlclinq lo lrirrt, Dcnizli, u'itlr its
scvcrr nr()scl Ltt:s litrcl ltazliar', \v:t.s otte ol't[rc'niost bcar-r-

til'trl ancl biggcst citics in Anatolia. In lhc samc n'al, Ba-

likcsir', the centlc o[' Kuresi Bcvlik, \\,as 'er bear-rti[ul ancl

crow'decl citv w'ith its bazaar'' ancl Iinail-r.' Bursa \vzl"s 'a

big anci important citr,' ri'ith its beautiftrl bnz-a:rr rtncl 'uvi-

.lc str'.ets' (p. 4.i9). In rt'estern Anatolia, A_vasoltrs anti
Illrj:it \\'ei'e the tri'o grL-at centr-es of Lcvantinc tradr-'. To-
uur-cls lhc nridcilc of thc l.lth centur-, the Venetian con-
sLrlatcs settiecl in thesc t''r,o citics, Venice attaching strp-

rcntc importancc to Lracle rv'ith thc Bcvli/,.s. As a result
of'this, r-ich Christiiin merchants settled in those ports.
Tl're main centre oI tracie lvus t]rc citv the Turks hacl es-

tablishecl in r\r,'asoluq to u,'hich trerders came froir-r all
over the t'orld. The Itiilians traded for the natural pro-
dLrcts of Anatoli:r, suctr as cotlon, r-ice, rvheat, saffron,
\\u.\, \\'.rol, hemp, r-aisins, alum, ar-rd bor-rght slaves. The-
:e bazaars had prccior-rs colton proclucts made ii-r De-
rrizli anc-i silk clotlies made in Balikesir. The silk and silk
clothes prodr-rced in Iran were also sold to the western
traders in Avasolr-rg. The r,vestern traders were interes-
ted in importing mainlr,'fjne rvooilens to',r,hich tjn and
icad shotrld be adciecl. We knou, that in order to facili-
Latc the tracle, the Turcoman nrlers printed silver coins
in Balert, Avasolr-rs and \,lzrnisa, called 'gigliati'upon the
model of Neapolitan coins r.vith Latin inscriptions on
llrcrrr.

lbn Battr-rta (P. :t42) mentiops the pajace o['Avdin
rulcr in Birgi and talks about his sen,ants in their silk
costlrmes. In addition, he underlines the great inflr-ren-
cc and r-espect enjoved br, tire scholars of rellgious latv
G29,435, 448, 450). The firsr viziers were elccted h-om
ilmong Lhese schoiars, coming h'om great centres oF cr-rl-
tut'e in the hinterland. The first Ottoman r,'iziers were
scholars of lau, rvho shaped the state, like- Sinanuddin
Yrtsuf', Qanclarlr Haltl. In 133 l, Orhan Bcv opened a mad-
t'li.sti in Iznik ancl conr,ertec] the monasten' in Bursa in-
to a .school. The bazaar district in Bursa, r,vith its mos-
gue,' fntarer' (hospice), bath-hor-rse tounded by Orhan
Bcv tras remained one of the most livelv centres of the
citv r-rp to our orvn dar,'.

The distinguishing characteristics of this ner,vlv
cmerging fronrier ctrlrlrre rvas the pl-eser1'ation of the
indigcnoLrs Tr-rrkish traditions and custon-rs blended ll'ith
Islarnic cuitlrre. An irnpor-tanr fact is thar Tr-rrkish came
ltr .1-:1;1-11-1-1s a clominant role in the Turcoman bevliks as
the langr-rage of the state anci of written iiterature. We
Kno\\'I thar manv Persian and Arabic rvorks \\ere rrans-
lated into TLrrki.sh on the r-eqtrest of the rtrlers. As the

TUE Bneai Da,nvrsHES rN Tr-rE

OrroMAN FnoxrrER LAND

The clen,ishc's of the Babai orclc-r'secm to har,'r' tni.1--

ralecl to the {':-rrthest regiotrs of f'r-onlicr:, inclr-rciing the
Ottoman lands. Although the Nlongols ri'cre organizirrg
raids of cherstiscment to central An:ltolia anci Deriizli,
thev hacl to trespass the Gelnrivanicl lands to reach the
Ottomans. ln the meantime, since the frontier re-gion
\vi1s seen as rich areas, bec:rtrse of tl-ie possible priso-
ners and bootv to be taken in rz'ricis and u'estern tracle,
manv der-v'ishes fr-r:m central Anatolia, Az.erbai.jlrn iir-rcl

Konva came to these areas in order to collect alms and
chzrritab le contri b utions.

We har,'e reiiable information about Ecle-Bali, t'ho
was one of strch shejkhs taking refr-rge in the frontier.
The fifteen centurl sun'ev book of HLiciavencligar, as an
oiFicial documenr, teiis us that Osman h:icl eiven the Ko-
zagacr r,'illaee to Ede-Bali's (Ede $ef h) ;rrrr,n'e in Bile-
cik as a r,r'ac7/-a,[6nation. Among the donations mentionecl
are three infidei siaves in So$r-ici. As stated in the his-
tor-v of Agrk Pa5azade (Atsiz edition, p. 96), in the talr-
rir, too, Nlahmtrd \\'as recorded Sheikh Ede's son.

The ,\,lenAkibnartte of Elvan Qelebi, written in 1300's,
informs r-rs that $ey'h Ede-Baii wLls one of the lchultlrts
of Baba Ilyas, engaged in converting the non-iVlr,rslims
to Islam, and rhat l-re had learnt h'om Flaci Bektaq not
to be asoirino for the ivorldlv suitanate. This last note

Iri.rnsllttion rn()\('nrt'irl t:rirrtiitrrt'rl, tlte lit.'rlrrr lrclirjlv
tcut'lte tl a cle rrlir r' s{lrrle irr tlrc sL'L()ncl lurli r,l rlre l-1'l'
centttt'r rritlr tlrc rise ol strclr ririlcrs lis Se."lt,,lltr \lrrs-
t;.tl.t lrnrl,\l rtttr'rli.

lrr acicliti,,n to tlre t'rtt1f it'i'tis, in.\r'altjc uncl Pur-sntn
rrc lirrc[ ulso rr1r,,/rr r<rs rr t-ittr'n in l-Lrr-]<islt. ,\s f ,rr tlrc ar-c-

hitcctl-rriil wor ks proclrrcccl irr Lhis pcr-ir>rl, thc ntr.rst im-
p()r'tanI oncs ilrc the Ultr Clirni in Bir,'i (i312) :rncl Llic

Orhan Canri in Brrrsa (13-+0). In lhr' sccontl half'o1'thc
ccntLlrl', thc imposirrg str-r-rctLlrcs \\'cro built: L.'lr-r Can-ti
in Muni.sn, Isa Bcr Cunrii in i\r,asolug (137-1), i\hnrccl
Gi-rzi N,lcclrcsesi. in Pccin ( 1375) ancl \cshil Carnri in lt.-
nik ( 1379) r'cp;'r-scnt a high lcvcl irl'arti.stic i-ichievnrcnt.
In iirnamcnt#tion, all of'thcse ntonLrmcnts arc charltc-
tcrizccl bl' sirnplicit-r. in comparisorr to []rc Salfr-rclici
rvorks, but rve also notice somc novcltics in thc lavouts
i nspirecl bv inclig.'nolrs cultrrre.

Alaedoin Mosque, Bursa. (Hakkr Acun Archive)
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is ittrltrir llritl lreclrust' tlrt, lilrlr;ris r,,,e I'r.' ntilillLrrt rlr.r'i is-
ltcs ut linrcs rising ul) tr:lirirrst ilie srrltan. 'I'ltt, tlcrr isltcs
\\'r'r'e Ll,suillll clir iclecl irrIO lr,r,,r) gr'()Ll1ts, tl]L'c()n1o||tist.s
\\ lt() \\crc lovlrl to tlie sttrte , trLCcl)ting thc strltur)'s ll'(/r//\,
iLncl tlre norr-conf'r.rr rnists rr.ltr) \\,crc ligainsl tht' slaLc,
sLrclr as Shciklr FJt:clrcrlclirr uncl Ctnrtrn Baba. r\bclal Ba-
trlrs beiicvccl in llrc'l;Lttllit't't:', accor-cling. to rvhicli thc sa-
irrt r;l c:rclr pcri,rcl, callccl tlrc 'l;tttbLr'l-ul;trilt, \\'i.rs irr cons-
Lattt t-claLionship rr"ith Gocl, in a siate ol'ccst;rsr', irncl hu-
virrg a [irst-hancl linori'lcdgc of' su]Lzrnutc l['lairs.'fhev
rror-rlcl lcacl tlrc peoplc, il neccssi-u'\', tr) clisobcclicr.icc. ;\
l-rpicril eramtrtlc <tl'tlris is $ah-Kr-rllr, who lcd a tcn'iblc
lcvolt in 1-51 l. A conrplctel-v cljffclcnI crlrnrplc rias thc
VcIai shciklr, Scvr.id Vclirr,et, rvho had _eainccl thc grcat
r't'spccr o[' fulchnrccl lI. This Slreikh representccl, in liis
personalil..,, thc close boncl betrveen the \,'elcLitl,c orclcr'
anci tlie OLtonran clrnast.r'. ln contrast
to thc Abclal-Kalencle r-i cier-r,istres, the
l"efnt shcikhs \\iere obscrvant of the
Sltctt'i'ttlt, as statecl in Elvan Celebi's
t\,lettAl<ibttittte.

The der-r,'ish-h istoriun l\1r k Paga-
zaclc, a clesccndant of rebeliious Ba-
ba Ill'as, wals .r member of the Vefaiv-
l,e or-cler, ns r'''ell as his [athcr-in-iarv
Se.r'rid Vela-r.'et. In his histon', he al-
locateci an exceptionall,l' larse space
to Edc-Bali, Lrnderlr,'ing the close r-e-

Iationsliip betw'een the orcier- and the
dr.n:ist-v. Accorcling to his account,
Ede-Baii rv:ts Osman Gazi's spirltual
guide and ;rclvisor- {)n matlcrs re'lating
to Islam.ic lar,v. When the qr-restion of
r-eadins the reIigioLis sermon (ltLLtbe)

in Osman's name arose, Tursun Fakih
consulted'Osrnan G:rzi's father-in-larv
Ede -Bali'. Also, Orhan Gazi asked Ede-
Bali's opinion aboLrt or-qanizing the
foor soldiers, val,,a.r. Ede.Baii's re[ati-
r,'es had a considerable infiurence on the Ottoman admi-
nistration. In their attc-mpt to give sllpport to the power
oF the d-vnastv, the Vefai sheikhs granted the Ottoman
sultans the title of 'veLat,e/'(sainthooci) and ga','e them
G<>d's consent, as \ve see in the casc'of Murad I, r,vho
had the honoritic title of Gazi Hudervendigdr.

The later n'ut1f--tcthrlr records on abclttLs, babas, scho-
lirrs of iarv ;rncl tlecles provide information abor-rt hor.v
Osman and Orhan donated to many oi them lr'aqf-lan4r.
For instance, the waqt'' record ( 1-155) ol a zatvire given
to Ede-Bali bv Osman Bev around the So$ud region re-
ads as follor.vs (see Osmanh Arqivi, Maiive, no. 16016,
p. 13): "the Koza$acr village donated b-v-- Osman Bey as
a w,aqf to be enjo-v-ed bv Ede ogiu Vlahmud Paga. It is
no\!' passed on to his son Sheikh llehmed"(for Ede-Ba-
li's son Nlahmurd anc'l his grandson \Iehmed, (see Agrk
Paga-zacle, p. 96). It is r,vorth noting that most of the 56-
giicl rt.'ac7f's rvere siv'en to the lhlcilts, i.e., ilholars o[ [s-
lamic iarv (Hacr Eqre[, Ahmec], Omer, Aii, NIr-rraci, and
![urstafa). Thc v,aql'-villages that Osman Bev had given
lo Kumral Dede iSee Agrk Paqazacie, 95) arc lecot'cicti

irr tltt lrrltiit'lrr,r,kn trrirl kn{)\\. lt e rc'n lorllrv br tlrt' .sirl}tL'

ltrulrcs. 'l lris prorus llru lreerrf trL\ r,l llr.' lr':rcl iliorr tr)ll\'.-
rccl Ix ,'\:rli ['lrllLzrrtl,'.

;\s r li Paslr-zirrlu lr lso r r rc n I i()lts,.\ bc[tLl i\l Lr r ecl, .\ bcllil
,\l usa, (ier ikl i P;lrba, uncl Kririrr u l De clc ir.s ltcing iur()ns
tlic clcn islrcs i,r.'lro iook rcl.rgc in Lhc C)lior-rr:.rn inrrtls ns
'ul1t-t't't'u's, unri :rcccptccl rr acTf : lor tlre ir' arrlirtrs lr'orn Oy
lt)lrl i-rnrl ()r lt;-rrr. \\ c lr{.rlL' ;-rn irnpotlltnl rr r itlr'it rr'tot'ri
lrborrt Gcrikli [Jab;r. r\ groLrp c,l' B:rbai ciervisl-res, l:rtolvn
as'btLlttLiLr'r", scttlccl rvitir ltirn in Lt f'ertile alca on thc l'o-
othills ol' LilLLcla!. r,.r,r' i 11,rg,,1. This pizicc i-. ntcrtli<;ned
in a rrrrqf lccor-cl ol' tl're Fatih pe riotl (Osmanlr Ar;ir.i,
N'INI 1V016, -5, 8) as'Baltii'rillagc (known fodav as Ba-
ba Sultan). Likc c.rrrc sr-rch clcnish, Otrlan Babii, Gcl'ik-
li Baba lirccl in the rrlc)Lrntains iincl ri:is ablc ttr lame thc
clecr'. Sii-nilar to tlrc slrarnrrrrs in nrzrur,'\\':1\'s. hc uas al-

s() a trirveling :incl ccsl:itic clen isl-r. Tur-
gtrt Alp u'lto ti"'irs rtrliliq or.ct'thc Itrc-
edl region zrs his aprrnage \vas vcn cio-
se to this kincl ol' cicn'ishes, ancl had a

decp rcspect l'or Ge.r'ikli Baba. Tr-rrgr-rt

Alp se nt ne\\'s to Ol han, u ho \\ as ils-
king about this noble clen'islr" Orhan
the n s.-nl nran,\'clispartchcs inviting the
shc-ikh, but thc clen ish re l'ttsccl, sar ins
that den.ishes u,'nit for an ilLispicious
time. After' lhis, u'e see Orhan visiting
the sheikh.

Olhar-r rvanted to donate a large
area as L\ tvclql'to the sheikh, but he
did not accept arnd remained attachecl
to the Babai principle of absolLrte po-
vertv. Whcn Orhzrn insisteci, hc accep-
ted to have'that small place on the hiil
as the place oI t]re dervishes'. This pla-
cc', revivecl later br tire dervishes, is
knor.r,n in the vvctclf'-talu'lr books oI the
Fatih cra as Baba kovu or Babaviler
Ko1'ti.(a tr,pical cien'ish conv'ent); the

r,'illage had a 1'eallv income oi 1,500 ttkqa (25-30 gold
pieces) ,"vith sir families resicient, har ing lar-ee farms
and eight famiiies *'ith smaii ialms. Later, ftr-rit gardens
\vere added to the r iliage. Dtrrins the time of Mured [i,
Umur Be.;, a descendant of Osman's briend Ar.'kr-rt Alp,
donated a bathhouse to the Gevikli Baba :avvir,e (ri;ith
an annual income oi -120 akEtt). Later, a \\,ater rnill and
three shops in Bursa wer-e adcled to rhis tvaql'. [n the
16tl'centuru', the'sr-rrplus'of the *,aqf , 6,000 c/<ca, t'es
invested, r.vith interest. The bathhouse and the mill r.ve-

re repaired u,'ith mone\' from 'tithes'incomes). One dar',

Ge-v-ikli Baba came to Orhan's palace in Bursa rvith a

plane-tree, planted it in the garden and said that'this is
a sign of our gratitude. As long as this tree is here, the
pravers of the cieruishes r.rill be upon vou arnd voLtl'plo-
gen]'' (reminiscenr of'chamanistic tree cult). The fiite-
enth century chronicle A.5rk Pa;;azacie savs he- sa\\' titis
tlcc (since the plunc-trec is consicierccl Lo ire sacrecl
among the Centr-rl ,\siun -fr-rlks, manv places in the Bni-
kans l'rar,'c bcen nnrneci ltat,uk i Qururt. This storv oI Ge-
r,ikli Babu r-ev'eais iris charactcristics: ite n,as I tr picul
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ll.rtrli clt't'r islt, lir irlg irt tllr'fttoLtlttttitts, cutirrq ri'ilcl plarrts

.'t.l llLrit, lrt'lt'it'rlclirrg tlre ltltitttltls,1trclctt'iit{ ltltsrllttte

lt()\ ct't\ itttcl t'clttsirrS- tr) iltrtt'pI ltlttls lt'ott'l tlrc .srrltan.

ln tltc carlicst lalrrit clocttnrcnts. u'c lincl t-lliur\' l'c-

ctrr.rls rrbottt ltou' ntlttly KtLlartltri [Jlrlt;ri cle rr ishcs l'ccllt-

irrrcci r i;girt llir-rcls, cstalllislrc'cl tllcir'arttt'i_v'cs 9n tl'lcttt lttcl
rlte rr llrcl tltesc lnrrc[s apltt'orccl bl'tlrc sltItiins to bc lr'(tqf s.

Ilt;rr \\c ci.tl'l giVc ittr c\l-l.rrlpic: $Lrcir' "tllclltl, Sinnn, I.s-

iirlil, fulr,rstaf.a, Ali, KavgLtsLtz ancl rlthel cle rvishcs apll-
:"trirriutccl a placc at thc loothills in S:tt'r-tltarl, zrnc[ 'clc-

.rrctl it t'r'cltn stot'tcs, st-'ttlccl thclc, ctrltivatcd it, cstablis-
lrctl :,r :.avi.\'e on it:rnci iinall.r'' gol a v'ut1f' pcr-nrit 1'r'om the

srrltan'. O. t-. Barkan cotlsiclcrs thi.s groLrp oi den'ishes
lus 'coionizing clcrlishes'. 'f lte Sr-tltiins gt'ttt.t tctl such tt'rz.7f s,

on the condition of selvicc for trave]crs. In tris camp:r-

isn to N'lnrltrrntt, Osm:rn (la:i asked the sheikh of thc
Be5trr; :ut'i.t,e abrlttt the ror,rte. Dervishcs usttitlll' c-starb-

iisir a cL'ntre, cultir':ite the land, lived on the income thev

rct lronl the lancl, ancl pr-or,'ided tlccommodation a-rncl

Irrt.,cl l'or tt'arelet's fbr r-rp to three clavs. Thc alti brother-
lroocis hacl sr-rch ;rn,lles in the litttLttvet tlaciition. The
tr"lclition c-rf hosting travelcrs rvas a bin-
.ling rtrle, [or all ;aui.t'es rvith land
grants ft'om the Sultar-r. The members
of the :cLvit'es irad a commLlnal li[e, shzr-

rins evcrrthing, lrom cr-iltiraling t]ic
land and harvesting to spencling the in-
eonre. As underllned in the Bavratttiv-
yc order cvern-one haci lo rvork. Pr-or,'i-

dins sen'ice for travelers and the reli-
gious poor and lr'orking collectively
w'ithin the f'ttttLvuer discipline w'as re-
garded as a charitr', thus related to the
rcligior-rs vt'aq'f'.In some cases, ner,v vil-
lage.s and areas of residence'ui,ere for-
nted around the :crviyes. Many r,'illages
in ,\natolia and the Baikzrns emerged
as a r-c-sult oI such :at,it,es. One of the
most effective means of Tr-rrkish sett-
lement in Anatolia and Rumeli was
such grants of ,,vaqI lands b1, the sul-
t:tn, 'uvith tax eremption.

Todav in manv parts of Turkev,
these old dervish :avites function as

ulrielt ri'as plcralcnt in tlrc Srrllrrqrci cities 111111 L..1ree i,
alli itt Kortvir, tlre nr;-rirr pull){}\L' r,l tlris sirnplc 'l'rrrliislr

litcrlrturtl \\'i-rs [r.r crl ucllic tlrc orcl ilrtr-r, -l Lrrcot)l;-u] pc()[l-
Ie , nor-tncls ol scttlccl in torvns uncl rillagcs, iLrrd thc trr-
-i s f iglrtirrg in thc l'r'onticr lcgiorrs. Sornc ol tlrcsc ciiclac-
tic ivrrrlis (r1rrt-r lrdl) aitt'tccl to telrclt tlre itot-rtie r pcoplc
tlrc r-cligion ol Islnrrr antl clltil." r'eiigiorrs practiecs w'hilc
i'r.rlrrr.r clnintcs \\ clc c()l))l){)Srf (l to e rpllLin to lltc ri/li s thc

lLLtLn,r'ttrulcs zincl nranncrs unci books lor tlrc cler-i,isltcs
to Lcaclr thc principles ol tl'rc orcicr'. 'f hcre uerc also
ii'orks in the li>r'nr o['r1-ric, crpluirrir-rs tlrc n-rlcs of grr:rt
ancl cncoLtr-ziging pct-iplc [o thc hol\' \\irr. J"fie contcnt-
p()rar'.\ .soLlrces sl-iori' bc-r'orrcl anr, c,lolrbt lhe erisLcncc oI
lu social grouf b,l-rncl l>-r a nlrrlber of sillril;rr rlrlcs nncl
r-cgr-rllitions in the f'r-orrlicr. This gr-or,rp ria.s e allccl gri:r-
ldn crr nlpinr.

In thc l.3ilt eentlrrr, the spir-it oIgri;rz w'rls Ilre matn
soLrlce of actii,'itics in \luslim countrics ri hich rvcre ['igh-
ting, on the one hiincl, the Cr-r-rsaclers fronl the West, anci
on thc other, tht-' NIon-eols. It \\'ii.s al-olrncl tl-iis tirne that
thc spirit of gu:a reacheci its zenith in the Nlamltrk sul-

tan.rtLl ancl among thc Turcomans of
Anatolia. Celisht r-rp betri,.cen the Crr-r-

saciers zincl the Niongols, thesc tw'o NIr-rs-

lim countries u,ere taken over b1/ rnili-
tarl rc-girncs. A n-rilitiir-r' aristcicracv oI
Kipqak ol-igin ceiptur-ecl the l\lantlLrk
sultanate ir-r E91'pt arnd Sr,'ria, r,i'hile the
grz:r TLn'com:-rn states \\'er-c on tllc I'isc
in An:rLoiia. Torr,'lir-cl the end oI thc l-{th
centLrr\', all oI t]-rese Turcoman startes

became r-rnited undet-the trmbrella of
the Ottoman dvnastr'.

This historicai process marrks the
beginning oI tl're hrncllnr.'ntalgcz;i cha-
racteristic o[ the Ottoman State. The-
re is an interesting chapter on gn:rt in
a catechism called Ristilet ii'L- I sltirt t rvri l-
ten in one oI t]rese gd:l stetles. Accor-
ding to $. Te kin, rvho published it, the
book ',vas rvritten in Karesi in thc first
pafi of the 1J'h centurl', i.e., dr,rring tire
time of Osman or Orhan. The KaresiEnthronement of Sulcan Orhan, (from

Hilnernama)

ccnlres of' festivals [ori Ottoman cultural heritage. The
G*ikii Baba (Baba Sultan) fesrivai ar rhe beginning of
c\cl'\ June, for instance, attracts thousands oI people
u-s a religious and cuitural event. The tekl<e of Hacr Bek-
ta;. in Krrgehir, visited bv seven hundred thousand pe-
ople even' vear. continues to be the site oI such festi-
vals.

GazAAND Gezirix
In the 13th and lJth centuries Anatolia, a Turkish

Itterarure appeared as a means for teachiirq people rhe
rciigion oI Islam, sufism, i'ttttLv'rer and ga;a rules. This
rltiiralufs was, withor-rt doubl, a response [o public ne-
c'd' and a means of educating groups oi people. In rhe
fice tll' rhe sophisticated Pc'rsiiln langr-ragc Llnct cLritlrre,

bevs rver-e the leaders oIga:a prepal-ins
the u'ay for passage to Rumeli. Tekin notes that the a[o-
rementioned i.l,ork r,vas based on an Arabic trea[ise bv
Abfr'l-Levs-i Semcrkandi, w't'itten at Itre end oI the l0trr

cenlury.

This kind of r,'orks describesgrz:d ars a religior-rs clr-ttv

of Islam, bound b,v strict ruies. In the Ottomarn lands,
r-rntil the spread of Ibrahim Halebi's lvork, rvrit[en in
t:178, the main rert used for Islarnic lar,v rvas, first $"f h
Bedreddin's lcrslril and tht--n Ntolla Husrev''s Dtirzr". Just
like in the Risale, these rvorks explain thr: S/zari'alt rtt-
les t'or gcl:a.

A grz:l is trsualir,' clel'inecl as a ![uslim iigirter seeking
the blessings r>[ the other rvorld. Here grl:rt is presented

as a religiotrs-lslamic clutv. Accordinelv, the botltv ga-

ir-reel in biirtlc \\ as lcgilrclecl lts n t'cligior-rs awarcl. Tlie

. ( )'l 'l ( )\t.\N5I t lif,5



Oltrrnriul t)t(ttrtl;ilts rrncle liirrt: t'sl,ecirrllr tlre 'lr,tlrtl' lt,tlit-
intttlt' rurttrrc <tl ,qtr:tt ancl ol tlre lrootr. lVestcr rr strrtlit's
on thc sr-rbiect usuarlir' 1te rce irc.qrr:ri u\ lr \\a\ ol iLrstil-
l'ing killing ancl pltrnclering, tlrtrs i:lnorir]g thc lcal nrc-
irning ancl lrrirctiorr of gu:(L l\)r tlrc Mrrslinr socictl,, urrcl
i n cl i,,'iclira I .

lt is not thc task ol'thc historiun to cliscr-rss thc ct-
hical rncaning ol'ta:n :rcts, blrt r-athcr to clctclnrinc thc
reasons ancl beliel's lr,'ing bchinc[ tlrerri.

Risilc tti'l - Isl lim c n Lr ntcl'atcs n i nc lcl i g ior-rs co rrrl i t i-
ons for bccoming a,qrr:i: l. thc c()nscnt of Lhc par.cnts,
2. to bc clci.rr- ol- all 'cttt(Lnc:I'(such zrs bcing f'r-c.: l'r'<.rnr

clcbts, ctc),3. to lcar,'e a ccrt:iin lir,'ciihood f-or his fanrilr,
4. to be ablr: to continuc his lir,clihrtocl cltrring Lhc qrr:ri
(thinking tirat lhe.t'merl'bccome plr-inclercrs on thc u,ll-r.),

-5. to have the corlrnancl oft thc N'[rrsiin-i rlrlcr-, i.e., Ilre.
r.i,';tr shottlcl bc approvecl bv 'erttirti'l-ntti'ntinitt' lrs a .iust
r,,'ar for thc gooc{ of thc mtrslinr societ.v,6. to hclp his
companions; i.e" tlierc shor-rlcl bc soliclalitl, ancl unitt',
7. not to in.jure anvbocl-r- or-r the r'"'a-.,'(thc plunclering and
injr-rring ol' thc iVltrslim popurlation or dltirrtttti non-lVIlrs-
iims br,' merr-ching solclie rs rr,,as alrvavs l conccr-n for- the
r-ulers, so mlrch so that some issr-red
death penalties to prevent it), 8. not to
f-lee the battle lvhen f'ighting the
enem\', ancl to remain until thc encl of
the r.var. Islam grants the statr-rs of mar'-
tt'r, shehid to those killecl and 'gc:i' to
those rvho survir,'e. 9. not to cheat on
the bootv. Islamic larv attaches supre-
me importance to the Fair distribtrti-
on oF the bootv.

According to the principlcs o['Is-
Lam, gaz.a is usually' considered to be
'fari-i l<iftit.el i.e., a religlous dr-rt'n' that
can be carried or,rt onlv bv a limited
number of people for the rest of the
society. But in cases when thc Islamic
countrv* is in great danser, thc leader
mav declare the gezcl to be'far:-i 'aNt't',

i.e., to be compulsorv tor earch and
every male membei'of the societr,.. Tho-
se who cannot join the berttle are required to pav a l'ee

to the state treasurv. When tl-re Crusaders invacled Ru-
meli and came to Varna in 1-144 and rvhen the Ottoman
iands were invaded from all sides in 1686, ga:rz r.vas dec-
lared to be obligatory For everv one and 'a'ne-f'ir-i ant',
i.e., general mobilization, r,vas issued.

After the capture of Edirne in 1361, there \vas a
considerable increase in the nr-rmber of war prisoners,
as a result of the rapid e.xpansion realized b-v- Hecr-il-
bey'i in the NIeriq vallev ancl Gazi Evrenuz Bev of Ka-
resi on Via Egnalia torvard Salonica. The ga:ls \\'ere
asked to pa-"-'pencik' (penc-i yek), i.e., one flfth of the
vaiue o[ each prisoner of war. r\levlana Kara Rllstem
of Karaman issued a .walning abor,rt introducing this
important soLlrce of income for the treusurv. [n politi-
cai r.vorks, it rvas r-rsuallr,'belier,,ed to be rhe bc'st policr,'
to leave ever'\'kind of bootv to the solciicrs. Uporr the

tcclttest rtl xitit't Currclirrlr, \lrrrlLcl I t,r'clcrccl to'rio ',',lur-
lere r'(locl's c()n)nrirncl is'. As it r,r':rs irppr'orccl br tlrc rilt'-
llirt, Kltt'u Rttslcrlr \\'irs girelr tlte irtrtlroritr,' to coilcct
'lttrtt:il<' in tlru Guiittolrr ptiss:.rgc.'l)t,rtt'il<' bcgan to bc
collcctccl, takir-rg cithe r onc pr isoile r Ir'<.,nr cvcr'., f ivc
pt-isorters, or tuking- onc IiItlr ol tlrc rallrc ol cach pr i-
s()ncr'. Thc solclicr-s oltviotrslr cllslikccl tlris invcntion ol'
l,itc'l.u'o schollrls'. J'frose u'lro rctrrrnccl from Rrrrrrcli
ri'ith lhcir- pt'isoners bcgun lo Lrstr dii'l'crcnl roLlles tcr

avoicl tltis ncii' lar. In resp()nsc to this, Gitzi Evrcr-ir-rz-

rvits ot'dcrcd to cc-,llccL tlte pertc'il; [:-rx on the []r'ontic-r-
ancl a cucir uus nppoir.rtccl Lo coliccl iL. l'he idea ol for--
trrin-9 ir ne\\i:u'nr,\, c()ntf)()sccl <-.rI tlrcs c 'ptncilt' rccf Liits
cnme ers a ,/es'-,lt oI rhc incr-casing nLrnlber oI prisoners
of r.l'ar in tl-ie liands oF tlrc s()\'elnrncnt. Tfrese priso-
ncrs, called 'oilatt', \vcrc scnt to Btu':s;r lrnd its vicinit_r,'
to lcarn Tui'krsh anci to embrncc Islam. Afterrvards,
thev r,r'ere gnthc-r'ed ir-r:r miliiarv cot-ps to form a stan-
ding alnr-v trnclcr- Lhc clirect conrn')ilncl ol' the sultan,
*'hie h Ilid thc tuLrntiati,rn l'ol thc iuni\.ser'\' rrnr\.

The intention ol' the ga;r shoulcl bc slncere :.rnd he
sl-rould nol foi--qet that hc is [ightin_e for [slam anct oLher

\,lLrslims. There shor-rld be no 'greed

ancl h-lpoclisr." in barttle, i.e., ther,'sho-
uld not go to rvar for the sake o[ the
bootv anci shor-rld alw'a-v's remelin ri'it-
hin the bolclers ol'religion in their at-
titude. As u'e have pointed out, this last
mle r,i nderla-r' t he reI i sious-i deolog icl-rl

basis oF ga:.a. It rvas, of course, not pos-
sibLe to c-le termine lvho rvas sincere and
rvho rvirs not.

ln'ILrlkish traclition, the ga:rz flgh-
ters r,'vere supposed Lo ober,' len morai
characteristics. These qualities u,ere
compared to some qr,ralities rvith ani-
mals, sucl-r a.s coLlrage, perseverance,
self-confidence, strength and comba-
tiveness, power, endurance, the abilitv
to stav calm, paticnce, the abilitv to
make use of opporturlities, and lovalty'
to one's companion, all of r,vhich have

been mentioned in such Tr,rrkish legends as Dede Kor-
lctLtL ancl Dattsmentlnante These qualities encapsrilate
lvhat is expected oi a professit-inal soldiel in Aqrk Paqa's
Garibnunte (127 i-1332), rvhose main audience was the
Anatolian Ttrrcoman people ancl the ga:is of'the tronti-
ers. These e.xpectations are certainlv different hrom tho-
se of the Islamic'ihn-i ha|'books and ref-iect the com-
mon traditions arctlrnd tl-re grz;ls.

Since gn:/r \vas consiciereci tct be lhe dutv of all Mtrs-
lims. in some cases Lire sult:rns r-rsed lo sLrmmon the en-
tire population to \vzrr. The der'<>Lrt X,lLrsiims took gn:a
seriouslv and clonated large amounts of monev. ln Br-ir-
sa, a rich person bi,' the namc ot'Hoca Ibrahim hirecl 20
car,'alrv solclie rs for 20,000 (tliL.-{i tt) contributc' to the mi-
iitarv campirign of Fatih ,Vlehmed against the Hungari-
luns irr l-17o, sarin.''let mc partakc,rl thc blcs.ring-s ol'
thc holr' \\'ar'.

Orhan Gazi



I.lln.t'zicl ll, irr lti.s cclict urlclrcss.'11 to llre pcople ril

.-\.ut6lia, askccl tlrcnl to loin llrc ltontict'crlttttttnticlct
LJ.li 8..r, in ltis e lttttplrigtt lru;-rittsl Pollrrrtl, [)t11tttisirrg

tlrcrn tintur nncl otllct' t.cri'ltrc[s. Thc Ottornltt.t sttlLans

ctrrrtirrtrcj L6 p;e l'c1 tllc titlc 6l iua.i', Llntil tlle llst sr-r{-

trrll.

ALt's, NoKERS

(YoLDA; / CoMi)ANloi{s)

It ap;rc-ars that Osrnan tulecl thc be-v'lik toge'ther \\,ith
otlicr nrcrrnbers of iris l'ermill. He garvc tlre r-ule ttf' Kara-
cnhisar to his son Orhan i.rnd his brother Gr-inch-iz, and
r.rsed to consr-tlt his trncle Diindar on impot'tant politi-
cal clccisions (Negri,9-1). [{ttwever, in a c-lispr-rle rvit}r
lrinr, he killed l'iim. In 1302, he gave one of the to'uvers

built to blockacle Bttrs:.r to his cr-rusin Aktimr-rr. Osman
scnr his son Orhern to thc battlefield u,ith sr-rch erpeli-
cncctl corntnanders as AkEa Koca, Kontrr Alp and KOse

.\lihal, thrrs prepar-ing him For his .succession. Osman
dicd before' lhe captr-rre oF Btrrsa in 1324. The ageing
bev, Osman appointed hjs son Olhan ers tire chief com-
m:rnder in the last seven years of his life.

Orhan came to power in 1324. His brother Alded-
din Bev dropped or-rt of tl-re contcst and he ancl his sons
lived peacefr-rllv in the r,iliage of Fodr-rra. Upon Orhan's
dcath in 1362, a dispule emerged
bctri'een Nft-rrad and his brothers.
and \'lurad ursed force to silence
rhem. In the old Tr-rrkish traditi-
on, it is a porverftrl beiief that aut-
horjtv is granted only'b-v- God. The-
re \\'as no established nrle tor suc-
cession. Usuallv, either the decisi-
()n was made by the family cong-
rcg;rtion, or at lhe end of a r,r,,ar, a
rne mber of the familv rvas chosen
as il he received God's consent for
his 'ftrtr', i.e., [ortune. Neither age
nor experience was a criterion for

Tugra of

succession. The tradition of distributing the cor-rntry in
apanages among rhe sons goes back to a custom that
was practised among Tr,rrks and iVlongois in Eurasia.
Osman and Orhan divided the conquered lands among
their sons and 'aLp's, as'yttrtltrk' , i.e. apanages and usu-
allv appointed the eldest son to the most importzrnt hon-
iie r region. This Fer-rdal structure assumed a merelv
'rmbolic meaning as the central bureaucracy became
more and more powerful. Nevertheless, the same Eura-
sian tradition r,vas responsible for the Frequent internai
strife among the crown princes, which damaged the sta-
[e to a considerable extent.

According ro the old menCtkibnarne related bv Agrk
Paqaz.ade, the'voLtla.s/r'and 'rroker's were the main com-
pltnions of Osman. When Osman ruled a territory ex-
tcrrding lrom EskiEehir to Biiecik and yeniEehir (1299),
iiu gave Karacahisar to his son Orhan Bev, and Yarhi-
\ar to Hasan AIp r,vho was a 't'oldash'(companlon) (Neq-
rt, I, 112). inegdl was given to Turgut Alp rvhose terri-
t()I1' \vas called'Turglrt-ili'. The soLlrces menlion Saituk

r\lp attcl Krintrr- r\lll urrr{.)rrg tlre c()nrnurrrrlcrs r'" lrr, p.rt ti-
cipatccl irt trtiIilarr. crinr1'xri{rrs r,viIh Oslruur:rncl rt'ce irecl
strclr lrp:.rnages on the f ronticr. 'l lrc cir)sce nclants of tl.re-

sc'ttol<ar's iind c()rl)[)ulrir.rrrs crrrrrc to holrl inrpot-tr-ritt po-
silions ;.rnrl f-ornrccl s()nrc sor'l ol'Oltr,rrl:ir-t air-i.sloe t-uer.
Thc abcrlition of' aLllonorr-r.)Lls '\'1 tt't' (u1'ttLtttL(c) e lnrc :Lt a

mucli lnlcr trrnc.

Surns:r Qai,rr;, i\kqa Kocu and Gzrz.i i\ltclurr ahrniin
ancl otltcl rrompanions u,ilh tltc titlc o1.a/2 uclcci as conr-
panions lo Orharn on hi.s carnprtign to Sakar_,-'ii, alt.rLrnct

1305 (Aqpz.., Bab 22). T'hen, c:r.c-h of thesc companions
rvas assigned to ciil'fterenl ltrontier zireas. 'Sanrs:r Qar,'uq
and his peoplp \\'cle goocl corniri.rrrir-rns' (Ncrqri, 90).

In the ste$pe empires of Centr;rl Asia, the'n/ps alnong
thc Tr-rrks and'nol'cru's (pl. ttolcLcl) arr()nq ttre Nlongols
were the descenc{ants o[ noble l'ailriiies. The Nlongol rzo-
y(Ln s were of aristocratic fanrilies and held the titie
btt'atttr or bagotur (ba/tctth r in Tr-rrkish). As uc sce, the
a/ps amor-rg the Ottomans a.lso heid the honorific titlc
oF'brLlttrll". Ther \\crc engagccl in nrilitarr, canrpaillns
or-r the frontier i,vit[-i gc:is uncicr rhe ir- commancl, lir.in-e
in thcir o\\n apenliges. In thc bcginning, Lhc,z/ps \\cre
Osman's allies in his cempaigns (Agpz., Bab 10). It sc-
ems that u,hen Osman \\'on a scries of battlc-s betu'een
1299-1302 and rvas recognized as a charismatic leader,
the alps became his voldash uncler his command.

' !,{ ctke rlik'/'\'o ldus I L/c' are us u-
allv established through a ritual
'ttndu'(oath of allegiance) to the
leader of ga:a. This is most pt'<t-

babir,'horv the "gd;iv6"rt' group ca-
me intc-.r being. Kose iViihal, the
Greek teklr,rr of H:irmanka-va, u'ho
was captured as a prisoner of tvar,
became Osman's noker (Ne$ri, 76)
and serv'ed him with lovaltv in the
militarv- campaigns and Osman's
relations rvith Greek tekvurs. He

orhan Gazi finall."- accepted Isiam.

Inegol area, which rvas captured by Turgu[ Alp, rvas
given to him as 

^'vurt' 
('apanage'land). It is interesting

to note that this reglon r,vas [hen called Turgut-iii that
is Turgut Alp's territorv (like A-"-drn-ili, Konstantin-ili,
and $igman-ili used for the Bulgarian king r.vho beca-
me a vassal to the Ottoman B"y). The pasture-lands of
the'noyart' are known as'vLLrt' or 'ntLtLLg' in Nrlongolian,
which is defined as 'piece of land owned by' the tlo\'ott
r,vho is responsibie for the iivelihood of a nomadic gro-
up'(Vladimirtsov). Among the Saljuqids and the Otto-
mans in the ciassicai period of l5th and 16tn centuries,
'vLlrt' or'vrLrthLft' r.vas defined as a piece of land given to
the chieftain of a nomadic gror-rp rvith certain privile-
ges. In other rvords, 'vlfft' is an 'apanage'given to a'ba^
huclry', rvar hero. Osman distributed the'conqLlered lands
among the ga:is'(Neqri I, 118). In the 1320s, the Kara-
QepiS fortress rvas given to Konur A.lp and Absu (H-r'psr,r)

to Akqa-Koca as vurt. This feudal svstem of 'ttparta{e'

was later appliecl to such brontier bers ,.ti Rtrmeli lts Er'-

. renLlz Gazi, VIihal-ogullan or Paqa-r,i8it. In contrast to
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tlrc 1r'trcllrl nutrrre ol tlre srlrre rlrrr irnl tlrt. re i,Jrr ol (l:r.n:-ur

Irncl tit,-'lr,rnlit'r':lrL'trs ltrlt'r otr llrt.r'crrlrirlist lrureiruLlir-
tie struclLrr'o grrinccl prr)nrinr)ncc irr llrc lrinlr'r Iurrcls lrs
tlrc vizicrs oi rrlt'ntu llrcliglorrncl bct'lrnte r]t()r'd uncl rnr,-
rc inllrrcntial irr thc lrclrninistraliorr.

Spcaliirrs ol ilae i Iiclit;rs, Asrl< I-,ltltrzirclc tllks lrlto-
Itf [<rttl sr'()ups ol tttii.srtf it' (_urrcst) r'c]iiiioLrs iit'ilt,(cr.,rtr-
rntrnitics): (][t:i.t'drt,,,l1ri t'r'r? rr, .\ltdilitrt cLtttl f]itt'it,iu r. 'l-l-rc

nrenekilt sa.r,'s, ilaci Belita; ltacl choscn I-latLrn Arr:.r:rs
lris clatrg-lrtcr zrncl his intirnatc ['r-icrrcl, uncl thc f'.llou'crs
of Hiittrrr Ana lolrnccl tlre slorrp caliccl l3cicit'ritt (lttLr:L ntc-
ans si.stcr-, f cmalc c()llplinion). Accor-cling to N,l. Ba-r -

l'iutr, tirc' r3ricllr?n grolrp \\'il.\ lr.'r-nt,.:cl b.v Kadrn Anlt Fat-
nra Harrrn, i.hc dar-rghte r-ol thc f'anrorrs sirli EvhaclLicldin
Kirmani, ri'ho malr-icci.\iii Ei re n (N:rsir-trclclin r\lahmrrcl),
(see belorv). Also thc- rv1;men rvht> bcl1;nged to a shcikl-r
fami[-r,'ancl \ve]'e in charge <tl a:.ctv,it'e, likc: Taci I-IatLrn
rvho hacl thc rc.sponsibilit-v lror zr zar,i-r'e n'ac1t'- in the pr-o-
vince ot'[]r-idavencligir, \\'erc considcrccl to be amons
the nrerr-ilrers of il-rc Baci lril srouo.

The gror-rp knor,r'n as Gri:z.r'ciir, u'hich is nrentionecl
in thcr solrrccs in t"elati<tr.r to Rlrm Attdallan ancl 'ctlti's,
\vere thc saile people as the 'ulp's oI Osnran's peliocl,
characteriz-ccl u'itl-r certain clrralities. A.;rk Pa;a (t271-
1332), the granclson o1'Baba Ilvas, in his book Garib-
nante (fltt'tirifitfurrc) (compietcd in 13 l0) mentions
nine qualities that thc- 'alp's \vere supposed to ha-
ve. It is interesting that A;;rk Paga Llses the pre-Is-
lamic ,,r'ord 'alp' insteacl oI gd:.i, w'hich rvas defi-
ned as 'a qt-oLrp of fighters u'ho go to battle peri-
ociicallv together in order to presen'e their exis-
tence.' The religious equivalent ol' this groLrp
are'ttlp-ere17's, who urere knorvn for their spi-
ritual perfection and their real soal \\,as con-
verting lnfidels.

According to the Guril:nirne, nine qu-
alities are reqtrired for those w'ho rvant to
take the name 'ctlp'. The first condition is
to har,'e a'firm heaft', i.e., to be brave. Bra-
very is the 'piilar' that holds r-rp the soicli-
ers (i.e., the leadership oi the a/p). Se-
condiv, the alp should have phvsical strength,
and be respected b.,' everv one. Thirdl-"-, the c/p shotrld
be zealous l'or the public good.

" Alph,!t baqarmiva gavretsLiz, er"

(No one r.vithout zeal can be an aLp).

Fourthlv, rhe alp shor-rld have a horse. The Otton-rans
regarded the'sipcthilik', ridins horse, ls a requirement
of bevlik. As a result o[ this, in their conquests thev hacl
given 'timar'to the horse-rlding Chrisrian noblitv in the
Balkans, but considered toot-soldiers (like voynttlc) t<t

be mere surbjects. In l'act, the non-Muslim sr-rbjects, in
generai, were not allr>rved to ride on horses.

The n-rost valuable gift exchanged ilmong tire bevs
rvas horse. There shor-rlci be an armor cov'cring the beliv
oI the cLLp's horse. This armor"adds:-r clignified iook to
the horse and prot"'cts it From attacks.'The cnemr,,knor.vs
:tn alp bv looking ;u his holse',

Iiiltlrlr, tlre rtllt hinrsr,ll slrr,rrlci lrrrre ilrl iu rn()ur'.

i\l1t'a rtllt lrk rrcirnr ciorr liorrtitrnrr
(-f lrc nantc <>l tillt e()ntt:s ri'itlt lltc c,rslrrrnc, i.t.., ur-

nrotrr-).

[]ot thc Ott()rnurrs, tlrc lror sr,r'icling soiriicrs lrlu'avs
\\()r-c t-rrnt()Llr'. Irr lhc hisirrri, ol L,rrlasiar, it n,l-rs tlrc Jror-
sc-t'icl i ng ur-nr,ru rcci sr.,lcl icrs t l rlt cst:rltl ishccl cnr l-rilcs
lurtcl guincd thc contr-ol o[' non'r:rclic pcoplcs. ]'his conti-
nLtecl trrrtil tlrc 40,000:rrrnourccl .u-nr\',ri Shah Isr-naril
ri'us clcfciilecl br thc- grrns lrncl canlton.i rrl'selirtr I at Chal-
cltt'an. Tlrc 'arrn-to-:rr-rn ltiittlc-' ol' tlre ri17rs rvas en'rpi'rasi-
zcci. Tfris u'a.s l siqn oI companionsl.i ip (t'olclctSlr/.) anrong
tlre gri:i s. i

-I'hc sixth ancl scventh cr-ii-rclitrorrs pc-rLarin tct the ive-
:.rpons of rhe uLp, i.c., the borv ancl the swoici.

Katr r,'ar'gekmek r,'e lrzatmak crc-
K'e-r,'htiner-ch-ir kim kime Tenqri rile

(To pr-rll a f irrn bou,and lar-rnch the
ell'l'()\\

Is a sr-eat t:ilent siven bv Gocl).

The'tir-m borr," is a Iong-r'angr: bo\v,
consolidatcd b-r,' bonc; it plar"ecl a crucieil

rolc- in the Ottomirn r,'ictor ies orer Christi-
an soldier-s. It r-equired a special talent to pull

this boi,v. In the Ottoman almv the r,'ar.'as and
a:ebs, t'oot solclier-r ri,i.ro belonqed to the reava

class \vel'e allow,eci Lo use onh- borv and arroll'
The ser,enth ancl eighth conditions are abotrt ha-

ving 'rveapons, namel'u' [he srvord and lance.

Yalunuz ok var,' i|e alp olamaz
Ok ile ol alphk:rdrn arlamaz

(It is not enoLrgh to har,'e borv
Nrrr an arro\v to become an alp)

The srvord is the most precious propertv of the rLLp;

his 'golcl and peeri'.

Krhq Lizre and anr-rngiin igilur
(Thi.s is u'hv one takes oath on the srvord)

euiver 'Attcla' ('artd', taking ozrth), as practised among the
alps, \vas a ritr-ral for establishing blood brotherhood
or. wal'companionsi'rip Lrmong the Eurasian peopie.

The lite-long bonci oI lor,'altv bett'een Osman Cazi and
the alps, mLlst har,'e been established through the ritual
ot'ancl icntel<', i.e., miring their blood in one cup and
then drinking it. The bootv and conquered lands were
distributed among the a/ps lo_val to the leader through
'untla' as'.';rtrtLLLft', i.e., an apanage.

Thus Garibnime rvritten about Osman's time gives
u.s details about his solicien- and their \veapons. Accor-
dlng to rhe Gartbname, the si,vord and arrorv are not bv
themselves strf'ficient. One shotrld have also rvhat is cal-
led 'siigu' (stingti), i.e., a lance, rvhich has been defined
as stick or spear. A more common u,'ord'ior this was
'gonder'. ln the classical sollrces, the lance,ispear is ttstt-
ir.lll' mentioned tosethc'r'u,ith the s\vord, shor,ving the
rvidespread use oi thcm in thc battlet'ield. A 'siigii'rvas
rnade of rvood, the tt>p 'rt'ivhich was the Ientretr (tlerr>
rerr), made oi iron.
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Iirc ( )ttt'illtittttr' ittlot'nrs u:- llurt tl)r' usL'ol's1lt'ltr re-

tlrrirccl ii sl)ce Ilrl tale ttl, lttttl tlris n'lLs u sigtr ri itlr u'lriclr
tlrc rr11; \\'its lle o"ttizecl llr Iris ullclllics.

All ol' tlrese rle.st't'iptions ilr cscn I tlrc ullt ii.s li lrorsc-

r.iclirrg. ;-urcl ltt-ntottt'ccl solclici' rt itlt bou, srr,'orcl ancl spe-

i.).r-. i\.s sLlclt, art ttllt ltl-trl Lo ltc plt.rsicallr stlorig- ltncl irro-

r.ellv bravc. Anotltct'inrpot'tltt'tI poinI nrcntionccl ltr tlrc
Ottrilnrtitrtt is lltal the ollt sltrtrtlcl ltarc a'ktrlrLt/rtt', i.c., ;-i

lr ie rrc'l to rietch his lrrck 'lhc firllotting pocnr clescr-ibcs

t tt ts:

Ciirllc ilct olcltr bur ke z riir-r rok
Bilc ar.cl rnca r,'lirtrr clilclirr ..,'ok

Qrrrr kaf-adal olnravll pcs ncr,'lere
D(irt vanrnr kcnclti nicr-- bcklcrer
Bit ki a/plrk varinr-rz oirrriiz- ev siif'zr

Nitckin'i,val n rz clc$ilcii i\lust:rl a

Pcs br.r cLlpIk valnrz ,rlnr:rz .r'lrr gcr-clt

Yir igiin ol ba;-tr-cLln ()\'naf gcrek
(Hc hzrd all tlrc nccc-ssLrr-\ equipn-rcr-it crccpt r tr-ie ncl

Ancl :L companion tcl l'ollori,' him
If one clocs not have a comlaclc, hc is al a krss
Horv can hc r,r,'atch all l'our dirccti<tns br,' hinr.scif'?

Knorv that one can not be an aLp bv hirnse:lf
A.s the Plophct Nluslala u'as noI alonc

Flence the alp cannot do u'ithout a companion

A companion t'or arlp he is reacir,' to sacr-ifice [-rim-

self).

We have arlreadv mentioned ho"v companionship tr-
kes place through ar rittral L-eremonv, zrccorciing to r,vhich
the c/ps shor,rld [lght 'alm-to arm'.

In sum, Aqrk Pa;a describes the alp as follorvs:
Kimde varsil bu dokuz nesne tamam
A/p adrvla anr okul hass-r-r-anr
(\\'hoerrer has rhese nine qr-rzrliLics

Is calied an nlp br,' er,'erlonc).

Being an'ttLp' is consiclcred to be a God-girren qu-
alit-l'. The cotrnterpal-t OI an alp is alp-erett, a r.cligior-rs
alp-

Bildiik alplk dunvacia nicel'im ig

Dinle imcli din iqinde nevimig
(We came to knor.v rvhat 'nlpltk' is in this r.r,'olicl

Nor,v listen hor,l, it is in religion).

As the Prophet oi Islam said, the sreatest fi-ehting
lcihacl-t ekber) ls to fight against one s carnal soul.

According to Aqrk Paqa:

Dun u giindfiz qahqa nefsi ile
Ta ki nefsi duzele aklr ile
(One should tn.day'and night to train one's sottl so

that it ma1- be perfected r,vith the help of reason)

The religious and spirittral quralities ol aLp-eren.s are
dcscribecl as follolvs: the rzlp should not sttccumb to the
Iove of tire material r,r,orld. Hc shotrlci ;-rr,'oid such ncga-
tir,'e attitr-rcles as stinginess :tnd cornlption, rvhici-r result
l'rom a lzrck oi sct'ittusness. An u/p ot' t-clisitln shor-rl.l

l igltt ;rgui nst tlres.' lr)lltl)tlrl ir.rr is so t lrrl or rl irurn pt'opJt,
uill bo,,,. bt'lorc lrirn, rrs tlre ;rill.rr ,,i leli,tiorr.

ilirtl hLr rrlTrlrii liirrrclc olstr sck:ilzIrrr
i\r'lrgrrrl stirc erlnrle hiilk r'IrzLrrr

Ilk vcli olrrrak gcrr:kcliir ol kisi

(Wlrocre r- has tlrc clLralitr. ol ltcing ttn uLp

[s t-cspcctccl br e\t:r-\'()nL],

Srrch ir lrcrs()lr .slr,,r-rlcl lir'.st lrc :i sliinl).
Asrlt Pa;a Llrcn nrovcs [o thc ninc c1r-ralitics o{ thc

s1'ritual rLlps, ri'hich urc sniirtlroocl, e onLcrrrpl:rlit)n, colt-
tcnt nrcnt, iovc ['or- tlrc clir inc (lr'':cclonr f r-onr lhc con-
ccl'ns ot'the r{'or lcl), puttine one's trLrsL in Gocl, kn<-rri-
lccl,qe <rl tlrc SlttLt'i'rtlt, knoivlcclsc (ilnr), spir-itr-ral z.cal
(hclpins others), heir,ing lhe rieht c:oiri)Linion ('e.slitb',
' cLrl;tLrltt,s', clcrlis hcs ).

Yur i.le uc:iltlt bLL d[rt ev Dedt'
(O Dcdc, this rciigion bcgrin n'ilh (goocl; contpanion)

An alp or ulp-ererz ri ith tlrcsc nirrc spiritrral qtraliti-
es is sec'n as Lhc s-Lriclc of tl'ie pcopie.

For A;;rk Paga, thc terrns ctlp ancl
ga:l alc svnonvmr.rris. The l'ornrct

signi[ics thc vu'arr-ior helo and lc-
aclc-r' knorvn as ulp a.ncI buga'

I tLrribaJtcLtlLr amonq the Er-rrasi-
an pcople, t,r,hcr.',-rs tlie tet'nt grz-

:.i rcfcrs to the Islamic r'.ersion o['

lhis t-\'pe. As Agrk Pashzr obscr-
r,'es, a/p r-eprcsents the ideal pro-

i fcssionr-rl rr arriol trpe in I3th ccn-
tlrrr,' Anatolia. It is interesting tr.r

note thiil he uses the Turkish rvorcl
'olp' instc-aci rtf the Is]amic ,.v'ord'ga-

:i '. This account l;r,' .\grk Peqa is pa-
rallel ri'ith the tttles ot-the t'tLtttvt;et,
brotl-rcrhood u'hicl-r sets the ethical

idH 'i i{&,'}il and soe i:tl n()t'ms lirr the .-l/ttt lttrt.'?" \'t4l r- ...^- ^^.1.... +., ,l l/.i {,! trr SLlnl, onc hls tr., lteve thcse nine

u'.1 . I {tdl;]| qLralitles to be entitleci to the ni,inrc

ifil i 'E[ | ,rl alp; the .rmoured, hor-se-ricling

$$, i ,Vl soldier rvith a compai-iion. Sr-rch an

UB ;, f;, il;',i'.','"'J.:'+1, :' ; T, ::,":'JH;"' :;
. alps bv Agik Pasa ref'lects the qrraiities

Lnan'ron ol'osm:rn rrt;/, his companions arncl ot-
her be-r's fighting on the tt-ontier, and is ven'close to the

hero represented in suc]-r AnaLolian cpics tts BcLttuLttci-

rte, Dtini;nrcn(hlAnze and Detle KorkLul. [n thc classical
Ottoman sollrces, AEik Paga, called rz:i: (saintlv person),
is menLioned rvith gt-eat respect emonq religiotrs pcop-
le. His mi,rje.stic tomb in Krr'gchir is toda-l' a place tlt'pilg-
ritna.ge. It shourld aiso be notecl that he is thc 'ptr' n,l ttl'

tlre !Ier,/eri.s brrt ,rt thc BtLbtLls itncl tlte ulp-ererts.

Thc Ttrr-comans, joinir-rg the grt;.rl bzrtties in thc Anir-
[oIian bordcrlands, and thtts bccorttit-tg, in lt wl\, Lr pt'o-

fess i<> na I -solcl i er, becanr.-' soc i allr cli t't'eren t ia tecl ['t'o m

theil tlibi,rl bitcksror-tttcl lts a t'csr-tlt ot' thcil jrlining thc'
'qri:i.r't? ri gt'oLt p. Thc' lrt r i b's ( u lt tltli:t'c l's ), co lll i n g t l'r>trl

lill; II iii\..\ r ).1 i( )\1,\\\



clillcrcrrt rt'gir)ns rrrrri origins, irr orclr'r' Io rrin lslar]rir re-
lit,iott.s cltrllitv urrcl s:-rerccl bootr,, rrsccl lo Lake outlr rrrr-
tlet lt Jr'trtlt'l i.ttlrl ltr'e'rrittt' l)is eonrlrlrrrr,rlr.

r\s lrrcltti()rrccl ubr.,r'c a IiIc-long boncl ol'r'cliiliorrs-
Irif i r',rrs csta[tlisltecl lte trvccn thc lcadcr ancl Lltc 'rtiiktt'
tltt'orr-qlr 'rr rttltt'.'1'hc'ttrttlu', taking olrtfr, ol thr- Ccntral
Asilrn'l'Lrrkislr-fuI<,ngol socictr,' cr.trr bc comparecl Lo llrc
L' ( ) n u r i L' t t (l u l i r t' ttr' l u) n u ne{c', t n(r t u t.s r- htt l o f Westcrn I'c-

Ltc[irlisnr (Scc NIarc Bloch, [,cL sctc:ictJ l'eoclctLe, la |ornttLti-
ort cle.s liett.s le tleperttlcrnt:e, Pz.rris: r\. Michcl, 1968, pp.
210-217). Accolding to Bloch (p. 210), cotrtntertclatio yvzts

t'esponsibic- f or the formatron r>f''t>ne ol the stron_gesl
social boncls thc f'etrcLal pcriod has evcr knorvn' be tu'e-
en thc chicI ancl h js complinion.

In the !3th cer-rtun' Arlongol societv, 'ttiilcer'rva.s cic-
fined as the battlc companion anci assistant o[ the nob-
le cLass, living in their housc ancl zrlri,a,vs trzrvelii'ig ri'ith
them irr n-rililarr canrp:rigns. The pr-iso ner- 'rt0l,er' c-ntc-r-S

thc- seruice o{' tht-- chief rvith his people, manv of *'honr
br:comc li[e-lone sr-rbject and comracle-in-ztrm of thr. chi-
e{' tlrrorrgh' ar tclci .

As in the stcppes oI Eurasia, grr:a groLrps began to
l-re fornred ltrorrncl the alps, eaclr clr-r'ving olrt gzr:a in
one region of the ftontier. In the beginning, Osman Ga-
zi rvas one of thcse alps.'vVliat made him become dis-
tinguisheci abor,'c ancl be_vond the others rvas the inti-
rxacy and blessings of shcikh Ede-Bali, rvho ]-rad come
to the tlontier resion as a kl.talit'a ol the VeFai-Babai or-
der. The conlernporaFv- Bvzantine historian Pachl'me-
res depicls Osman as the most aggressive ga:a leader
among the Turks attacking the Bvzzrnline lands. The ga-
:.islalps gather under the flag of the most successful and
victorious chicf on gaza erpeditions. According to the
ston'(ASpz, 105), Osman 'gave Yar'}'risar to Hasan Alp
rvho r.vas a comrade (t,oldaS)'. The second pherse ol Os-
man's career' ''"vas his gathering of all the n/ps r:ncier his
flag in militar-r,'campaigns. Thev became, just like Kose
fuIihal, companions (voldash) of this energetic leader.
It is probablv thlougl-r such a process, similar to that of
Osman's, that the core of the first military structure of
olher frontier be_vliks came into being.

The rtokerll-olcla; estabiishmenr, iike the a/ps, appe-
ars to have been a central institution dtrring Osman's
time. In the Sakarya erpedition of 1304, the tek'u'urs ol'
Lefke (todav Osman-eli) and QadtrlLr accepted Osman's
authoritv ancl became 'Osman Gazi's special compani-
ons' (Aqpz. Bab 10; NeEri,I, I20). Osman l'orsave and
freed the Bvzantine tekvur of Harmankava, Kose N4i-
hal, r,vho was captured in battle. 'Kdse Mihai became a
'noker', r,vhoieheartediv, and a companion oi him' (Neq-
ri, I, 76). Most o[ the .servants of these ga;ls were the in-
fidels of Harmankava'.

Noker, or nokor in trlongolian (pl. ndkod), \\,'as il
common institution in the Elrrasian leudal svstem. No-
fter seems to have gi'u'en rise to Lhe'kti'svsLem in the
formative periocl of the Ottoman State. 'Ber kttllcut' (gtr
lcint-i r'izir) and the gulams, who lvere the serv'ants of the
bevs and sipahi, or horse-riding soicliers, were alr,vavs
cr>mp<rsed oI" nolters.

In srrrrt \\c clrn tlrlk trlr,rtrt ur pru!'nrlrtic soe io-etltie
()l' .\()cio-r'cligiorr\ s\st_cnr lirlrl slurpt'cl the cnlirc sociai
lile ol'.\nlitolian 'l ur ks, incltrciinz tlrc llor-rticr conrnrrr-
nitics. -f his rtroclcl ,,r,'trs a c()ntnt()rl str trcturc, slurrcrl ltr
!,i:.it'titt, rLlti.t'.ttLti, cLbtl[tkirt antI 1:lLci.tt)tt. lli.sLorian.s Ir'ucc
thc origrns of'this moclcl back to thc tradition of'brot-
herhc,ocis, tital \\'c .sce in pr c-lslurn ic Iran, thc Ccn trtrl
Asi:rn J'urkish r,,'orlcl ancl, Sr,ria :rncl Eglpt uncicr Ro-
nretn t'ulc. Thc ge rrclal fc:rtur.cs ol this moclcl lracl ethi-
c:rl clurzrlitics, srrclr ;rs being a gcnticman, solic{i,rrjlr', self-
sacri['icc and l-runrilit\ on the one hancl, ancl a tlipar-titc
lricrarchical orsanization strch as ;et'/t, alil ancl lltrt (thc
rnastcr', the brothcr ancl the v.)Lrngnran) <;r yet'lL, t/ervil
ancl taliL{ (the n-r:rstc-r', tht-. clen ish ancl the sccl<cr) on r}rc
olher.

TrrE Anrs AND THE Faxis rNr rHE
OrroN,,IAN Fnoxrrrn
In the Ottoman f'rontier are:rs, the A/zrs and the /a-

kLs ('fcLl.:i'is an abbrcriation of 'lttlcih'mcaning lsi;rmic
.jtrrist) \\,'ere the spiritr.ral sr-rpporlr'r-s of'Osntan Grz:i ancl
acti'u'elr,' involr.ecl in thc orsanization oI sociiii and lcgal
affairs of the be-r,lik.

Atter capturing a place or region, Osman arltva_vs

constLlted the rzlzls and the iakis as hou'to organize it.
The /hAis, as the schoiars of religion and religious ia*',
provided infornation to guride the leadcr. The sLrr-vev

books contain manv recorcls regarrding the w'aqf- v'illzi-
ges and farms given by' Osman and Orhan to Ihe zzlzis

ernd the fakis. In this period, the ma.joritv of thc rlaq/s
were given to the f'akis. These records shorv also hot'
the Turcomans, at this eariv stage of the slate, r,lere sett-
iing in the r,'iiiages. Naturally-, rhere was alrvar,s a need
for an imam, a reiigioLrs gr-ride, to or-sanize the pcople's
life according to Islamic lenets. The lou,'esr group of the-
se 1rzl<is rvas thus the village imams. The cadis and the
viziers rvere next in rank. lbn Battuta talks about srtch
village imams w'hom he met in his travels.

Tursun Fakih was the most famous of all the lakis
during Osman's time. His tomb is a placc of'pilgrimage
toda-u-. It used to be thought Lhat the a/zi s had a more
central roic in the beeinnins of the Ottoman societv.
The ,,vaqf-records rn the tah-
rir books, hor,vever, sho-
,"vecl that the /Lrkis were
in fact more central
at this time. In a

waqf book from
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Friti lr's pclioci ( Oltotrtat.t

rr lrie lr cotltltirts tltc rt'rtr1l

arrcl 0r'lrlrtl' tlrc v'rLqls rtl

Iort's:

Ka.ir ltltittlt

5()ll

ar-clrircs, NINI, 16016, l3 l7),
rccr,r'cls of tlrc tirtrc ol Osnlrn

Si)gticl \\,crc clistliltutccl a: Io]-

'l'lre slreiklrs [:Lr l;t

o l za vir.c

I ( f:cle $cr, h,

trlrckacli (ibralrirnFakr) Siilevnran

ol St)[ticl) 'ILrrsrtn 
)

Tl're prominertt lhkL.s plavecl irnpoltant r-oles irs lhc
scholals oI strnni Islamic l:rn,. Ecle Bali and Trrrstrn Fa-

kilr rrer-e among the u'ell-kno\\'n l-cLkis of' Osmern's peri-
od. Amone the lakis who u'et'e grantcd v,ac1f's vu'ere Is-
lrak Farkih, w'ho prr-rvidecl inforrnation for-tl'rc carl-r' Ot-
toman histon, rvritten b-v'- his son Yatr5i Fakih. As the
tt,aqf recot-ds shorv, there \vas a 'u'e rv close relalionship
cstablished betrveen the be-v ancl the scholars of Islamic
larv, irs eariv as Osman's time. Thcse rzlrrs and fal;is pla-

-vccl a crllcial role in the or-eanization of the statc- and
tire regulation of the social life. The fact that the scho-
l:rrs actecl as adviser.s to the be-v for ti-re organization oF

the state erplains the reason rt'h.,' the first ."'iziers were
also chosen from among them. Of the first viziers, Si-
nanecidin Yustrf \vas certainlv a leiisious scholar. Qan-
darlr Kara Halil is the most famous vizier of tLlenn ori-

-9in, rvi-rose descendants had, r-rntil 1453, a position in
the state comparable onlv to that of the sultan.

Anr Evnsx
The Saljuqid sultans were alrvavs in close contact

with the Caliph in Baghdad, and considered themsel-
ves, in official correspondences, as sultans appointed
bv the Caliph. Consequentiv, thev used sr-rch titles as ':a-

hir' ancl'n'2tt'in', meaning the aides of the Caliph. The
beginning of the 'f'LLtLtvvet movement, which laid the fo-
undations tor the cLhi lodges, is usuallv traccd back to
the Caliph Nasir's reiationship rvith the sultans. Ahi Er,'-
ren (Evran), the founder of the ahi organization in Tur-

l.,cl, rias;inr()ng tlrc grorrp ol sclr',lurs zrncl srrf is rvlro ca-
n)c Io r\rurlr,lilr l'r'orl [J:rgclucl in tlrt't'lrllr l3'l' centu]-\.
'l'lrcsc sclrollus \\erc rrnclcr-lhc [r:itr()nage of Alicclclirr
Kcvl<rrbacl I (122lr-1237 ), ri'ho \\'as ii. f'r-icncl oi' tlrc peol)-
lc ctt't'trttn'r'r't. i\f'tcr thc poisir"ring c>f Alacdclin b_l'hi.s st,n
Cr,ru.scclclin Kcr iriisr'cv II, r\hi Er rcn (NlLsiriiclclin) rius
pul in pt'is<,ln. Hc u'iis closc to thc BiLbais anc[ thc Tur'-
cornans. i\ftcr hc t'lis lclczrsccl [r'om prison, he scttlccl
in Krr';clrir.as Lltc hcacl ol- thc tanncr-s. Ahi Evlcn \\'.r5 ir
scholar ir ith :r rtunrbel of books orr philosophv ancl rc-
.snrr,rt'rr/. [ [is oliginal namc is $e-v]r Nisir-r-icidin fulai'rmrrd
of Hol. The l'anrorrs sr-rti zu'rcl leacler of thc llttLLrvet n)o-
vcrncnt, Er IiaclLi'cl-din Kirnrani, r','ho h:rd a number of
l<lrcLlif-tLs iri t\nr/toli:i, rva.s his teachel and fatirer'-in-laru'.

Thct'c' \\,ils Lrn oprin :inimositr bctr.vce n Ahi Ev't'cn
:.inrl LIcr lirni Celalcclclin R[rmi, u'ho hacl e:ollaborateci
rvith the Mongols a.ncl lrddrcssccl hirnself prirrrarill' [o
thc elitc ciass of thc SaljLrqids, u'ho were fond of Per-si-

an cultur-e. TIris arrimo.sit-r' h-cl to cio u'ith thc mlrrcle r
<r{'Shcrms-i Tcbrizi (1247 ), NIevlAna's spiriIual teacher'.
f'he a/rrs ioval to Nisirticlciin u'ere supporting sultan Iz-
zcclclin Kerkavus lI against the N,longols. Ker.'kirrus rvent
to Krrqehir in 125-l anci u'as defeated bv tl-re Nlongol for-
ces in the Sultan Hzrni battie, 1256. Determined to qu-
ell the rcvolt, tVlongols massacred man-u- people, incir,r-
ding Nasir-tidclin. It see ms that he ri'as killecl ( 1261) dtr-
ring the masszicre b,r.' the mevlevi Nr-rreddin Caca Be-v,

r,r,'ho had been appointecl as the ertir oF Krrgehir. In sltch
large cities as Tokat, Si.u'as and Ka-r'seri, the Nrlongols kil-
led anrone conring their ri,av inclrrding thc claitsnren
and the groLrps oI tanners. After the massacre, the n/ri
ittvives \\:cre -giren to lhe trtevlevts, and manl'alzis mig-
rated to the frontier areas r,vhere the Turcomans \\'ere
living.

It has been sLlg-sestecl that Osman Gazi's sheikh,
Ede-Bali \vas anrong those'r.vho had migrated h'om Krr-
qehri (toda-r,"s Krrgehir) to the frontier. In the same \vav,
Abclal Nluszr, lvhr: rvas together r.vith Orhan Gazi in the
Bursa siege, \vas one oF the den'ishes r,l'ho came to the
foontier r,r,ith olher ahis.

Aqrk PaEa, the author oI the Turkish Gartbnrirze, r.vas

also frorn Krrgehir. All of tirese shorv that the a/zi s and
the ubclalil<alertder of babai groups that rve see in the
Suitan-O_"-rigu frontier during Osman's time migrated
as Ll resuit oi the ,Vlongol-Turcoman struggle that bro-
ke our in 1256 in centrai Anatoiia.

Ahi Evren was considered to be a saint zrmong the
Anatolian Turks and his 'keran'tat '(miraculous deeds)
harve been collected tn a rnenakibndrne. According to ex-

tensive research done bv Ntika-v"il Bayram, Ahi Evren
was one of the first iounders of the alti institution in
Anatolia. It is certain that the ahis and the lltuvvet pe-
ople plaved a decisive r<tle in the formative period of
rhe Ottoman State. Nh-rr:id I rvho is representeci as a sll-
int in the Ottoman menakib r.vas gilded with the belt o[
ahis in Lr ceremonv. Ahi Evren, rvho is consiciereci ttl be

the spiritual father @ir) oi the tanner-s, rvas also secn iis

the patr-on saint of 32 different guilds. Tanning was one
oi'the most important Llrts of .{nalt>li:.r, bcc:-rltse tracliti-
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,rtur] lr,)lr.\r'l)oltl ilcrrrs, lrr)n) \at'irirrs insirull)r'nls t() anr-
tnlri t'c;tti1-lrrrt'nt, rvt.r't. rrurrie f lonr ic:rtlre r. \\'lre rr ltitilr
lotrnclccl lris n)()srlr.rc-cornltlcr (liirli itc, ) irr ist:rrrirrrl, lre
btrilt u lur'ge lrirll ol slLclcllc slrolrs l'to\t to it. ln tlrc eiti-
cs, t lrc Iu n ncrs \\'cre t lrt' nrrrsl crori clccl, i nclcl-lcrrrlcn t :r r rrl
pou'ct'{trl lliltout Sl orrlt. Kuntrni Sirler,rtr;-rn is rc1-rortccl
to lrrrr,e t lr rcutcnerl t lrc cl islo''" al' l,tt 1t t l;Lt ltr' solcl icrs n,i t lr

Ilrc rtiinre ol-tlrc tlinrrcr-s. Act'orclin!.- r() L,r'lira (clctti. thc-
|c \\'cr-c i,il'()Lilrcl li\e tltOrrsuncl [:-u]rrr'r's irr isitutbLri. Irr tltc
f 651 r'cvolt ol' thc :tr-tisuns, tlrc ".srllrrLc/rtLtte nltilcri", i.c.,
the tutrncr a/ls, \\'tll'c thc lir-st to raisrr thcii'llag ol Lrpr i-
.sir-rs. In Krlschir', tlrc shcikh ol't]rt'i\iri Evrcn tel;ke rr.sctl
tcr sencl 'icri:.etrtitnls', liccnse , to lht: cirie l'alzls througlro-
lrl thc: cntirc crlpirc in orclcr to corrlilnr tl-rcil pr>siti<tns.

AniLiK,\ND FuruvvET
lbn Biitttrta, ri'ho visitccl Anatr.rlilr in 133-1, talks abo-

Lrt thc rrlirs rvho iracl hostecl hinr in tltcir':at'l,r'c,s thlrir-rg-
horrt the countr-r.'. Tltcsc tLltis, sars Ibn Battr-rta,

'...iir-c to be t'olutcl in cvct'r rc'gion,
ir-r Lhc lancl of' llrc Iure onriuts. Thcrcr is
no onc in the u,'orlrlc()mparable to thcnr
in thcir hospiliilitr for tl'rc 1'or-cignel's,
in provicling [ooc[ lincl shelter" [or' thc.nt,
in pr-cvc'r-rting thc in.jtrsticcs of thc blin-
clits or other- sccur-ilr, glrarcls, arncl crcr-r
in their serious attL'ntpl tu dc'stlo,r' thcm"
ln thcir traclition, alti is cle['inccl ns i.-r

pclson rr ho accc[)rs tc) icucl tl'rc clults-
rnen, thc bachelor r,'or-Llhs ar-rcl thosc
u'ho pr-cfer a celitrartc iife. This is also
c:rl1ed liLtttt,vet. Ustiall.r the trlzi [or-rncls
a :art'it'ttlz and clc'corates it ri,'itl-r llrgs,
lan-rps ancl other ornament.s. Those t'ho
stav ri'itl-r him in the Jnvitalt u'ork clu-
ring thc da,r,' and then, follou ins thc ai-
ternoon praver, bring their- daiiv ear-
nin.rs t()oether'19 btrr I'OOd i_lFld vr'r,r'-
tables for the :.av'itcLlt. If there is guest
in the citv, thct'host him ;ind sen'e him

ciLr.' and village

rvhatever thel' had bought, trntil his departnrc. If there
is no gtrest, liren thev ezrt together- ancl sing religioris
songs and perform s.rr??cr' (a sacrcci clance). Thcr next
dzry. they go back to thcir rvork ar-rd bring their earnings
irgain back lo thc tLhi alter tlie altcrnoon praver'. The
membcls ol thc :.ttrt'i^;alt are caileci 'f itt'tLrz', lvherc the
heaci, as \ve have said before, is calleci ulti. I have never'
seen such gentle and pt-ilite people in the entirc i,vorld.
The people of Shir-az and Isfahan mav bc comp:.rred Lo

lhem, br-rt thev shor,v mofe respec[ and compassion to
travelers. The voutl'r, called 'f-itlan cal-rv a. long claggc-r
and w.-ar a conical hat made of felt (rve shail see these
hats later used br. the Janissaries). \Vhen thev line up
in the ro()rrl, thev take tl-reir hats <tt'f ;-rncl put thenr in
front t>f thcm. Llnderneath thel' havc a bear-rtifr-ri skr-rll-
cap macie of silk" (+3+). Thel ncali.r' conrc to [rlr>n,s over'
rvho r,viil piav host to the Arab travelcr. For' lbn BLlttLI-

ta, lhe pcople of .\nat<>lia irrc not f'an:-rtical in their-r'eli-
gior-rs ancl ,,'thicll liie. In thc reiigiorrs ic'stivnls, tlte r.o-

trrtg rt/lis \\ llk tolctlrt't' rr it lr l ltt' srrl tar)'s s(,lrliers.'l'lrt'-
rL'rllc ltotlr rie lr .trrtl I)()()r'rtliir. Irr Klrrse ri, rltlu)\ [)r'()-
rt'rincr.rt peoirlc l)clong to tlrc nrlrIr]ilir:e rrt :rrlrles ttl rtlti
Lrnrir Ali u'ltclc ifrcr, rncct cr,'r't'\'c\/cning. "lla piacc i.s

n()l subiect [() l\ sul[arr, thcn tltc rr/ris let liku tlrc q-()\et--

n()r' ol that pllrec".

Ibn Batttrtir nrcntions Dcniz.li ('l'orrgtrzllr) lrnron-s tirc
nrosI pr'()spcr'orrs cilies o1'Anutolia ancl t;-rlks itborrt thc
fitntt,t,rs tcxIilcs pt <-rdlrcccl br l]rc 6, r',-,li fcrralr, rt,'olkct s

(-125 i. r\rnon,9 oiircr lalsc citics, i-rc i i:iLccl Konr.a (rbscr--

vin.t its rviclc \trtcts zrncl baznlirs, rihcr-c tltc kulL vtirs arn

cLlti. FIc:rlso nrcrrLions Aks:rrltr, ri hich is l-arnorrs Ior it.s

carpcls or-rfsiclc Anatolia, as 'onc r)f' thc most be aLrtiiul
ancl richcs/ citir.s ol-- Anarrolia' (-132).

-[hc aili -s hlrcl :r gt-nea]ogv r>l rl:tstcrs soing back tr)
Ali ancl trad a spccial costLrnre slrou,'ing thcir i,rllcgi;.utcc
to tlre lirttLvt'et orgzrniz,ation ot' thc Caliph Nisir.

Itrn B:rttrrlli aiso talks abolrl thc.sclrolars ancl thc
slrt'is ii'ho hiitl nrigr-ertcci to the trontie r areas fr-onr clif-
[cr-cnI perts ,rt' thc Islanric w'orld (ln r\[llas takih al-Ha-

rezmi, Kastan'ror-rlrIu r iriz. AIi,eclclin, in
Egriclir iakih Nltisiihicidin, in Antarlva

$ihibcddin l'r'om S-l'ri:r, in Arnasr,'a
man\ sheil<hs from the family' ol'Al-r-
mccl Rit'ai, in Birgi NIr-rh.,,iciciin, rn Btrr-
s:r iakih fuleccleddin al-K<.rncvi anci Ab-
dullah al-X,lrsri, in Iznik Alaedciin SLrl-
t:rn_r'r-iki).

Ibn Bzrttuta hearr-d that NIchn-red
Be-v, the sultan oI Birgi, used to go to
the his mountain resol't cver\ sLlntmer"
because of the hot w'e'ather.(-i-19). He vi-
sitecl him in his tr.pical Tuircornan lent
and then became his gr-rest in his pala-
ce in the citv, bv n,hicl-r he rv'as impres-
sed. He sa\\' t\\ent1-Greek sen'ants rv'ttl't
thcir silk ciothes in the palace, rvhet-e
he rr'as served drink in eold and silver
cLrps (-+12). The Suitan's c'loctor \\ras a

Jeu'. The Sr-ritan visitecl the Arab trave-
lcr u'ith Lr sroup of scholars and asked him c1i-resti<tns

about a ntrmber of the traclitions of the Pr-ophet.

In 135-1, Gregon'Palamas archbishop of Salt-,nica,
then a prrsoner of'the Ottomans, also finds Orhiin Ga-
z-i on a mountain in a cool valler'. It u,as a tradition for
the Tr-rrcclrlan learlers to go tcl sLlrrnrcr e xnrping-gro-
rinds and this custon continued thror-rgh to the Otto-
man period. Some concluded hastil-y- that the Ottornaus
\\/L-re still a nomadic people dr-irin-g Orhrin's time. Os-
man Galzi had chosen Sdqtid, Kitrarcairis:-rr and Yenige-
hir as his irdministrative centres and, as the trtendkib-
nitrte informs us, he Iived for a lvhilc in Bilecik ,"vith

his f:-rrnill. In sltolt, Ibr-r Battuta describes thc \vestcrn
Anatolian frontier states as having rvell-organized ancl
prosperous cities rvith their Nlr.rslim popr-rlation, blg ba-
zila l'.s ;rn cl soc i o-rel ig i r>trs i ns t i t tr I i<t ns u uc-le t' :t Strl lil n's

LlLrthoritv. He also poinls ottt Ihat some al'eas u,'et'e not
completelv safe, dr,re to the actir,'ities of sttme bandit
gl'()Llps.
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'l'ltc 
cle ttrils sive n lx Ibrr fjutttrta altorrt Osritan's itcr -

lili arc intt'r'esting (-1-19 172). Wc slroLrlcl rcntcnrbcr tlrlt
it u,as tcrr I'curs altcr-tltc rlcatlt ol Osrtrlrn (132+) lluLl
Ibn Blrtltttu i isitccl tlrc al'ci.l. IIe sats:

'BLrrsii, surr()rl rrclccl br garclcns itncl l-ive ls, is :r l:,rr'-
gc r.rncl inrpo|tant ciL.v ri'ith its bcar,rtif r-rl ltnzaars and $'i-
clc slt'ccts. (Ncar thc thcrnrul sJrrins) thcrc is u:rrrll,r'c
ri'herc thc sick pcople arc scr.\'ccl l'oocl anci sl-rcltcr drr-
ring their three-clal sLa,v. Tl'ris :arr,'rl'rrA \r,ars bLrilt bl or-rc

<rI t]re Tur-coman bcl's. Wc u'cnt to thc :.a*,it'cilt oF $enr-
sc-dclir-r, onc o[ tht-' pr-ornine nt 'li'ra' (_roung) a/rls, in the
citr,'. It rvas thc tenth ol'thc nronth of ,VlLtltarreli (tltc cia-r'

of'n;rrre ). $emseciclin gir\.c ir fcast ancl invitccl most ot
Lhc comrranclers ancl clignitalies oI thc cit-r'. Aftcr- tfrc
rccitation of the Qur'an ancl a scrmon given b1,' Kon.1,-alr

futecdedclin, thev began thc sama' (the sacred dance). It
u'zrs reall-v a blessecl night.' Ibn BatLtrt:i's clescription of
Nlecdecklin proves theit ire \\'irs :r tvpical abdtLl ciervish.
'This preacher Vlecclecidin is a noblc ancl lighteolls nrAn.
FIe lir,'cs sr>lc11'on his o\\,n ezu-nings ancl
does not :rccept aln'rs frorn an,r'bod.v.
He cioes not hirve zi homc ancl onlv cnr>-

ugh clothcs to covcr his boch'. He sle-
eps in thc- gra\ei,'ard and $'arns pL-op-
le against hell firc in his sermons in
such a \\'av that m:rn_r' of Liienr rc'pent
right in fi'ont oI him'.

Accor.ding to Ibn Battr-rta, cltrring
Nrlccdeddin's sermoir, a dcn'ish in spi-
ritual retleat in a cave crieci out and
f-ainted in a stale of ecstasr'.

'The Sr-rltan of Blrrsa ilttivat'tidlirt
Orhan Bek is the son of Suitan Osman
'cuk', ,"vhich means 'little'. This suritan
rvas the richest and most irnportant
Turkish bev rvith his land ancl solcliers.

Our tr-aveiler staved in a :rzvi1'es in
the village of Klirele near, Iznik. He
savs: 'In lznik, there are no more than
a ier.v sen'ants of the sultan, the most important oF rvhom
is Orhan's wi[e Bavalr,rn Hatun. She is a good and vir-
tuoLls !voman'. She met Ibn Battuta and sent hinr pre-
senLs. Continr,ring his travels, Ibn Battuta staved in r,'a-

rious :cLviyes in Gevve, Yenice, Vlr,rdurnu and Boir-r. He
alr,vavs mentioned the a/zls lvith the name 'fetl', r,vhose
Tr-rrkish equir,'aient is'vigit', voLing mzrn.

FuruvvET AND THE Esx.q.r' GurLDs

For centuries, the f'tttttvv,et and alil ethics determi-
ned the national character of the Anatolian Turkish pe-
ople. Hospitalit_'-, heiping the needv, self-sacrifice and
soiidaritv, rvorking in the [ields together, u'hich is cal-
led'ettecc', respecting the elderlv, abstaining ft-om theft,
sexual abr-rse ancl backbiting (to rvatch one s hand, rva-
ist and tongtre'), courage and heroism, all of these qtr-
alities lhat social anthropologists can obserle lodav
among rhe ordinarv villaige people of Ttrrker go back to
the qrralities describecl in the l'tLtttvvetrtatrte books. At
nighl, in ll-re viliages todav the l'otrth gathc.r in Lhc gr-r-

estlrotrsc urrci lciLr rr tlrcst'r;Lralitit's. -f 
lrese guestlrorrses

rcscrnblc tlre olcl ahi :.rri'l.r'ls. -t-lris 
tr aclrtion lrus conti-

ntrccl trtxibutucl r-rp t() ()Llr clu., (the so-c;illccl vrirarr g:r[-
her-ings); [:tttrn,\'t'I lincl rr/ii1rft cthics hiivc also shultccl
lhc nrunncrs ol' tlic csrrrr/, tlrc prolcssic,rn:.il.s comprisirrr
lhc cr':.rlt.srricn, \\'or-kcrs and ltuzr-urr iraclcr-s. In tlre rr/u r

:ai,r.,,ss, thc routlr u'crc tirLrght the rnrtr:il lcquilcn-rcnts
ot' thc guilcls, sLrclr as hLrmilitr, :;ocinil .solic[aritr', sclf'-
sacriiice zrncl obcclicncc to thc rrastcr. Since thu Otf o-
rnun crafts u,'cle bersecl on z\n apprenlice-nraster--hcacl
ni;-rster tt'irinitigt srstL'llt, llte lttttn'1'cI rltlirnr'l's l'ttrteti-
onecl as thc cthical bzrsis ol'thc socio-cconomic stllrctLl-

t
Whilc the firrzr t'tetndrtte.s ancl tLlti :lLvi,t'e.s pr-ovicled

the etl'rical-social discipiinc c>t' thr: u'or-kers, the stan-
diilcls of pr'<>ch-rction in ttic citics r.r'ere enslrrccl bl coll;r-
bor':rtior-r betueen thc esrzrr/'organiz-ations ancl the state.
This l'ras led to the irrte n'ention oI the political atrtiro-
r-itv info the gr-ri.ld.s. Histolicalh thc- Ottomun gLrilds and

their- ethical norms \\,er-e determined
l;-l thc smail torv'n cconomv of the miclcl-
le zrges, in rr,'hich, Lhere was a.s a r-trle ,

no cxport to dist;rnt ntarkets. Accor--
riingh', tl're local production caterecl so-
lel-r' ro tlie neecls and den-rands of tl're
Io\\,n and Btrn-or,rndin_s r;illages. Since
the demand w'as limited, overproduc-
tion lecl to a fall in prices, rvhich in turn
catised losses for the esrtaf'. Underpro-
ducrion, on the other hand, causecl the
prices to go r-rp and harmed lhe constr-
mer. As ar result of this, production had
to be proportionc-d to the population
of the to\vn. It rv'as this structure that
determined the basic economic svslem
of the ernaf' organizatjons in small
towns and cities. In medieval to\vns,
the number of each class of prodtrcers
rvas adjusted to the popr-riation of citi-
es. For instance, in Bevpazarl the nuln-

ber of barkers;rllor.ved to u'ork rvas 10, rvhereas in Istan-
bul the number rvas 150. When the dc'mand increased,
there appealecl a number of illegal artisans in the outl-
ving areas oF the citv. To pr-er.'ent this, the gr-rilds rvor-rld

take their conrplarin to tl-re government. The esna/'mas-
fers were chosen by the e.sttaf- and then appointed bv the
sultan. The state usuallr.'supported the guild members
rvho had offlcial permission (bernt) trom the sultan.

This led to an increasinglv strong reiationship bet-
ween the state and the esnaf' guilds. Before the rise of
the Ottomans, this ftlnction rvas performed by the rich
and powe rful alti leaders. The quality' of production and
the discipline betr,veen the zipprentice, the master and
the head master were ensured thror,rgh a number of
rules. This gave a relatir,'e indcpendencc to the internal
administration of the guilds. The Ottoman slate inten-
sifiecl the control of productit-rn cltralitv ihror-igh market
(.ilttisab) regulations and thror-rgh resrtlar checks of the

nttLlttesib, a btt:itar inspector. Hor,vever, the guild mem-
bers rvere able tr-l pt'cscne their inte rnal dLltononlr,' Af-
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te r tlrc elct'tirn, sirclr ollrcilLls us 'l;ctlritli','t,t!it-ltusr',
'rtttl;ilt'arrcl 'sc,.r/l l'ccciiccl tlre ir.cliplonrlr ir-orn tltc strl-
tatt lincl \\'r)r'c legi.str'recl in tlrc rccorcl brioks kcpt ir-r st:r-
tc ol't'iccs. Il u'us orrl.\ ulter this prr>cess theLt thcr,'cotrlc[
crcrcise thcir lirrtltoritv in Llrc gLrilcl.

L,n.iclrccl trl tlrc r.,,'r'ks 'f'Or.'l-Srrhr cr,cr-cl'i .nci srr-
f i ctirics, thc litt ttt,t,etrtirrrta bo,ks spr-e lid thro'gl-,out
Anafolia as rnlintrals ol'clhics f or n/ris, and nr:rn-r,' cLlti :.cL-

ri1'rrs \\;g-e c.st:rblishcci in the r illege.s ancl citic.s. Thesc
;aUl,\'cs \\/ere sUppor'lecl b.", t|ar7fs clonatecl b., thc sultans
a-rncl pcop'rlc. Thc r,,,cLt1f- rccord.s oi thc tin-ies ot'Osnran ancl
Orhnn shori' tlturt ntan y ct/ti :.ny'it'e< were estabiishe.cj in
Oltoman lancls at a ven'early' tjnte . Since the Saijuclicls
hzicl lost politiczrl c<;nLrol to the fulongols, the rilris in the
citics rvere responsible, not onl1, for thc socict-economic
activitics, but erlso for the maintenitnce of securily.. Ibn
Battrrta has obserlccl h<,ru, ztn ctlti rnaster rva.s able to act
liltc a sr.rltan in rhc maior ciries. Ahi $cle.ledrlin, for ins-
tance, was a clontinant iisurc in tl'rc pubiic af-fairs oI thc
cit,r,' of Ankar:r, ri,hich had become rich from mohair-
^r'rr.l,r,'finn 

on.lj/r \/rrLtL Lrvrr (trrLr t\pOl't-

In later periocis, Lhere \vere clisagreements betrveen
l[re electecl anci the state approvecl alzi mastc-r :rnc1 the
hereclitarv .sheikhs of the :rzylyes. This can be .seen in
the follou,ins inciclent.

In 1682 in the citv oI Bevpazar-r, the disagreement
o\/rrl the Ahi Er.ren w,cLtlf's betu'een the sheikh of the :ru -

r.,l_ves ancl the ahis ol the tanners \vas brolrght to the co-
urrt. The descendants oF a.lti Isa r.vho hzrd donated to the
iatti.t,es ii shop, a cal'avanserai :rnd ar tannerv-, claimccl
tl-ie right over the administration oL vvaclf revenues on
the basis of the conditions oI the 'vatllhante'. Againsl
f l'iis claim , the ttlti of the guild, rvho rv'as electecl b,i,. the
tanners and appointed bv the sulLan, ciaimed the right
cver tlris revenlle on account of the ctlti traclition" The
Strltan supported the second vier.r'.

Tup Berrrp op PELEKANoN
(Esxir-risan), L329

The 1330s mark one of the tLrrning poinrs oI Otto-
man histor.r. Betr.veen 1305 and 1331 , the Ottomans had
settled in Adapazari and east of Sapanca and r.vere pul-
ting Bursa, Iznik and Izmit under pressLlre by'continr-r-
ous blockade, so much so thert the citv o[ Iznik faced ta-
rnine. This creale.d a sense of alarm in Bvz.antium. Du-

rirrg orlrarr's tirne (ll2+ l.l62toil()rir:rfrs c()rrclrre rt,tl lrrst
fltttslt (.,\pr il b, 1326) lrrrd nurcle u iast attelnpt t() e:-rJ)tLr-

t'c lznrli lrrr cl It.ntit, tlrc t\\() nrosI ilrrlror'tlLnt e itics rrr'r-ir

istun [rrrl.
'l'hg'c is no clorrltt that tfre OLrr.rr-r-ran l-329 PclcklL-

non victor-r', likc tltc conquc.st oi istltnltLrl in lJJ3, rrtis
a trtt'r-ring point irr thc hrstor-r'oftthc ottorrran slaic aircl
thc Bvzanlinc Entpirc. It w'us lrf tcr thi.s victorl Ilt.rt thc
citr ol Iznik .sLrrr-cnrlcr',:d irr I3-l I and Iznrir onlv srr rc-
als latcr. In Ihc ntcalt timc, rit:rn,\, small stlonq'holcls,
incltrcling Herekc, \\'drrr caplr-rr-ccl ancL this brought thc
i tri'ks to tirc vicinitr ol- lstaltbul l'r'om thc Arratolilrr .:i-
clc. f

Thc trvc-.' arntics nrcl il-t thc sprinq ,; 1329 i.r a pla-
cc- ciillecl Pelcki.rr-ron ncrlr-thc poi-[ r,rt-Gebze , ca.st ol'to-
clar-v''s Eskitrisar. Thr: c()rnrn.lnclcr in chicf' of' Lhc Ot-to-
man ltorces \\'r'r.s Orhnn hlmsclf, n,hereas lhe Br z:intinc
i,u-nr\ ua.s lrnclcr thc conrmunci ol-,Andlonik,,s III, rviro-
sc: forccs \\,el'c c()mposcd of arorrncl 2,000 solclier-s.

The cmperor canre to Pelektrnon ilith the lropc o['
protecting iznik front ttre Otromans ,,i'[ro iritri bccn bc-
sieging thc cit,r' fr.lr 27 -\'r'ai's. After thc cltpttrlc of Bur-sa,
the Ottoman pressLire hacl bccome mot'e inLcnse th:rr-i
e\ er.

The empe-r()r cantc to Peleklrnr()n throurgh l-rsktlclat'.
His pl:in was to cross to the other sicle o['the izmil- guil
ernd to proceed through the Yalakclere valler, to izrrik.
Harrins cliscovered the plan, Oliran occLrpied the hills
surronnding Eskihisar. The B-vzantine arnt\ r.r':rs lhus
not allor.r,'ed to cross the sear ancl rv'ere cleteated in Pele-
kanon. The emperor'\\'as injr-rred ancl forced to fl..c-. The
Pelekanon victorv is described in J. r'on H:.rnrrner, and
other historians l'ollor^,,inq irin-r, as rhe Vlaltepe battle,
rvhereas Nlaltepe is far From Pelekanon.

The Bvzantine sources gil'e the eract datc. of
this battle as the end oi lrlar and the beginning of Ju-
ne, 1329. Thc l'irst l'c'sLrlt of tl'ris \,'icton'lv'as Ihe sutr-en-
der of Iznik, rvith rvhich rhe Ottomans attained Osman's
gozrl, since 1300. The capture of Bursa and lznik made
the Ottomans a serious threat to rhe B.v'zantine Empi-
re. It is for this reason that rve considel the Pelekar-ron
r.ictory to be a turning point in the histol-\' of-the Otto-
rT)ans.

In the Ottoman chronicles, this battle has not been
related. The onh' informa.tion lve have is abor-rt Abc|,rr-
rahman Gazi's defe:rt of a B,r.zlntine armr- in collabora-
tion rvith Orhan Gazi. Grand Domestikos Cantacuze-
nos, r,vho was present in the battle, sives a deLailed desc-
ription oF it. Here n'e shali focus on this rvatershcd cvent.

The battie of Pelekanon tottk place in trvo stages. In
the first stase, the Br,'zantine Emperor took the tollt>-
r"vins decision in his militarv c()Llrr: 'We shall purll rhe
Ottomarns from the hills to the llat lancl and cont'rrint
them there'. Thev decidcci to Lcave rhe scene if tl-ris stra-
tegv clid not work. Thclel'ore, thc Ottcrntans lracl strare-

-eic sr-rperi<-rritr,' irr first phcc.

Orhan continuccl to obserrye the battleficlci h'om the
hills, I'ris piln [:eing ro cncilcle thc Br,'zantinn arml inBursa. I 838
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tlrc lrillv tcllaitt. Fot'llri.s, lrc ilrv iir ltnrbttslr a pur'l ol'lris
l'rtrccs irr n rttllr. -i lris r,r':ts tlrc cllrssiclLl [ritlIlc l:rctic of'

tlrc otl0r-nilns; one ulsO apltlicd ugainsl thc IIunqar ittns

irr tlrc battlc: ol' ,Vlolracs.

Accorcling to ihc clctails givcn bv Cantcctrzenos, on
the ['ilst dur,'ol'the bzrttle, J'-tt.tc I Orhan Gzrzi sent abo-
trt .100 hrltscntctl llqitirtsl tll,-' Br zantinc posir iotrs in ,rl'-
rlcl to riratv'encntv tou'arcls thc lrills. Thc_r'carle ncar'

rhe Bvzantinc Iot-ccs, lar-rnclte d thcir arro\\'s antl the n
;ctrciltcci. Thc liim rt'zts cleat'l-v lo pLrll the Bvzarrtine for'-

ccs otrl of- tl-r..ir posillons and drari, them tou,ards thc
hills. Thc satme tzrctic \vas rcpL-atecl severerl times.

In the beginning, neither clicl the B_vzantian folces
conre orrt oF thcir posiiions nor dicl Orhzrn's torces lea'',,e

their positions orr the hiils. Btrt on the second cla1,,'of the
battle, the emperor sent a gt'olrp oI his forces fonvard
to clestrov the attackers. Orhan immediatelv scnt some
,rt' l'ris soidiers, under the commancl oI his brother- Pa-
z.arlu, to the plain. In response to this, the B-vzan-
tine arnr-r' arlso came For-r.vard ancl tl're confrontati-
on turned into a fLrli-fledeed battle betu,een the trvo
armies.

During the battle the Bvzantine emperor was
rvounded. The Bvzantine soldiery began to run alvav
in a state of panic. Thc cmpei'or, despite his injuri-
cs, tried his best to prer,'ent the panic br-rt to no ar,,a-
;l

Since this region \vas a passage to Ana-
titlia, over centuries the Byzantines had bu-
ilt a series of [ortresses there. There were
flour major ones: Flo]<rinia or Flokren in Ka-
Ieburnu, Nikitiaton near Flokren, Darrca
(Daritzion) and Eskihisar. The last of these
has sr-rn.ivecl r,rntil today, standing right in
the middle of the passage.

In a state of panic, the Br,'zantine soidi-
rrs lried to take refuqe in rhese fortresses
as Orhan's forces chased them. Seeine that
he rvouid not be able to stop tl-re panic,
the Bvzantine emperor fled to istan-
bul, carried on a carDet.

This was a great victorr,' for the Ottomans. Canta-
cuzenos attempts to porlray rhi.s defeat like a victorr for
the Bvzantines. In contrast to his account, the other
contcrriporan' historian Nikeforus Gregoras, gives a
eonrpletelv differen[ and more truthful narration of the
l-rattle.

Ahter the emporor's defeat, the people of Iznik had
no hope of holding on. As rhe Ortomans intensified the
siege, the citl'surrendered to Orhan in Nlarch 2, I331.

OTToMANS rN EuRopE, L3i2
The passage of the Ottomans into Europe is still

'rurrounded by the legendary tales in historical Iiteratu-
t'e:- In fact, rve have the FLrll r-letails oi this event in con-
temporary historical sources. The legend oi crossing the
Dardanelles in rafts must have been a ref-lecrion of r.,a-
t'irlt-t.s atracks carried orrt bv the ga:is oI Karesi r,vith the-

il bolrts. on tlrc basrs ol ottomiin histor ical lccolrls, it
is ccrtuin tlrart lr Grcck vorrth, n,lt() \\,:t.s ct_r1'tlrrr.ec[ ancl
lhcn crnbrzicccl Islurn, \\'us one of' tlrc tlrr-cc s()ns rif r\scn,
the Bvz.i.rntine ccirltnxrnder ot-Gallipoll. FIui ii'r_9 clisagrc-
cnrents n,ith his 1;r-others, hc took rciurge in thc Olto-
nran territorics, cnrbracecl Jslanr ancl guidcd thc O[o-
nraurs in Eut'opean sc>il.s. Likc thc c()nrltrcsI of istanbtrl,
lhc settlenrent in Runreli w'as an cpoch-markinq evcnt.
Hacl it not becn frtl the Ottoman settle-rnent bevoncl the
stlzrit, tire Ottorn:rns, Iike the othcr Turcornan fr<;ntier
slates, w,otrld [rave rcmainccl ats ar sn'rall state in An:rto-
lia. Thanks to tite cffc-irts of Or-hern's elder son, Srilel.-
man Paga tirc: otlomans cptitut-ed a bridgeheaci on lht:
European noi16.

Thc- histor-ical events prr-ceeding SLilevman Pagar's
conquests in Thrtice can be .sr-imnrar-ized alons the toi-
lorving lines. In fact, Avdrnoglu Umr-rr Ber,'r.r,'a.s the first
ga;i be_r,'in paving the r,r'ar-v for the Bzrikan conqr-rests u,'itlr
his continLroLrs.sea erpeditions lrom lzmir, betrveen the

vears 1329 and 13-l-t. In these erpeditions, he
collaboratecl w'ith Cantacuzenos, his all,v'uvh<) u,as

Fighting in Thrace against John V. Paleologr-rs in
istanbul, With his light na\jv, umur rvas able to

land in Thrace and to launch attzrcks into the Ser-
bian and Blrlgarian areas as an all-l' of Cantacuze-
nos. Each time, he retur-ned to lzmir r,vith his ships

filled rvith bootv.

In 1344, a pot"r'erfui Crusader navry captr-r-
red the Izmir fortress and clestro_t'ed
Umur's ships. Umur r.,'as killed in 13,18

rvhile trving to retake this place. It is rr,'or"th

notins that ibn Battr,rta heard aibout his
martvrdom in S-vria and shared the

grief of the Islamic r,,,orld. After the
fall of Izmir, the Ottomans became
the leaders of the gct:a movement
and the ga:l groups began to fight
under the Ottoman banner, launc-
hins attacks asainst Thrace thro-

t ueh the Dardaneiles. Before his de-
ath, Umur Bev had advised Can-
racuzenos ro make an alliance

rvith Orhan. The Turkish aid r,vas tl-ie most cr-urcial mili-
tar-u" help for Cantecllzenos, both against his rivals in
istanbtrl and against the Serbian klng Stefan Dushan,
r,vho rvas intent on capturing Adrianople and istanbul.
Both Umur and Orhan sa'vv such an alliance as being es-
sential for their activities in Rumeii. The Ottomans had
alreadv reached the Dardanelles after invading the Ka-
resi Beyiik in 1335. Such Karesi ga:i leaders as Ece Be1,',

Gazi Evrenuz, Hacr llbe-v"i and Gazi Fazil were encoura-
ging the Ottomans to settle on the other side oi the Dar-
danelles.

In 13-16, Cantacuzenos cernented his alliance with
the Ottoman ruler bv giv'ine l-ris daughter Teodora to
Orhan as rvife. The l'oilor,ving l'eal Cantacuzenos, with
Orhzrn's sllpporl, entered isranbul ancl r'n'as proclaimed
to be co-cmperor r,vith John V. It '',vas at this time, the
Bvzentinc cmDire can bc saicl to have come r-inder the
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Ilr()toLrtiorr ol Orlrlrn. [Jr rrsrn!' tlte Ottonturr loi'ccs, tlrc
cnrl)cl'oI Cuntlrcrrzenos u'us ultlc to rrririrrluin tlrc Rrzlrrr-
tinc sovcrcigrrtv irr'l'!u'ucc irsl-tinst tlrc Scr-bilrrr king. In
l3-52, Siilclrrtarr ['uqlr, n,hilc n'rarclring to srrpport thc
Bl'zarrtitrc Iorces, clestro.,'ccl a ScrbiarI irlntv in TIrl'i.rcc.
'l'hcrr, hc \r,cnt cint<i Aclrianoplc ancl n,us u'clcorr-iccl Ix
Cantncr,rzcnos ars ir s:rr iorrr'. In t]-rc Ottrtnt:.in s()Lu-ccs, tlti.s
r,'ictorv b.l' Siilcvnran Pa;a has usr-u.rlI., ttccn c()nt'Lrsccl
u itlt the concluc.st ol'Aclriarr,rplc in l36l ancl thc ltittIic
of Qirnrcn (Srrpsrndrgr) in 1371. Siilc\nran Pirsa's r"'ic-

torry in 1352 cnablccl him to scttlr- in Rr-uricli. Bctore rer-

tr-rrninq to Anatolia, hc lel't a gl'oLrp ol'solclicrs in u IolL-
ress c:rllecl Tzvnrpc on the Europcan siclc- oi thc D:Lrcla-
nelles in clrcler to prepare the ne,\t ,-ear''s miliLar-v cant-
paign. He actrr:rli.v mzrclc it a briclge-he;rci l'ol his conclu-
est. This causecl ularnr in I.stanbul. Cantacuzenos pl'o-
posai to bu-r, back thrs place r,vzrs rejcctcrcl bv Sirlevrnan
Pzrga. On thc contl'arn', he foltifiecl this bliclgc-hcarcl rvirlr
more forces that irc brought in t'r'om Anatoiia. The Ka-
lesi ber,'s rvho hacl sctLled in Ri-rmeli lrad alreach beg-an
thcil conqucsls in Gallipoli peninsula on rl're one hand,
ancl in the Rodosto-Malk:rru direction on the othc-r'. Thc

Orlurrr'.s l2 \uiit'olrl son, llalil, ria) Llrptrrrt.cl ltv tltc
()rcel.. pirutes ol Pltt)cir(l in tlrc sunlncr of 13,57. Irr tlrc
ltrc.rrltirnc, Sirlcvnt:rrr ['u;:.r, t]te conr-iLle i or of I{rrrtrcli,
cliccl.'['lrcsc rrnlor trrrurlc cvcrits prorccl to bc li ttrr-ning
point in tlre L)ttonl-tn-B.vz.urrtinc rcl:.itions. Thc itgeirr-::
srrltzrrr Or harr plcaclccl to tire Bvzur-rtirrc Lrnpcr-or f or tlrc
r-clclise <;l lti.s.sorr FI:tlil. Tltking rrtl\tintlrsc,,f tl,".sirir:-rli-
on, tlrc B_r,z,ar-rtinc cliplorrtircr f or cccl Ollurn lo sisn ar trc-
ll.r, ri hich stipLrlulcrl tltat Or-ltart ri'orrlcl stop lrls attucks
()n llrc Bl'z-u.rrLinc lantls, plr-\,'l'or-all thc cxpcnscs ol the
sIrips Lo bc scnt to Pi.rocLLcn f'or-l'ris son und t,rrgivc all
tlrc clcbts ol- thc llvzarrtine cnrpclor'. Orhun also plon'ii-
sc-'d not to hclp Ciu'rt:icrrzr-n()s'sr;n i\lerttherv in Thrace
ln-\'nr()r'c, 

^n.f 
t,, supp()i^t inslcacl tlte cmpcr'()t'.

With this tr-e atr', tirc Ottonriins \!erc f'olcccL to for-
so tircir llliancrr u'ith rhc Cantacuz.cr-los fantilt, rv'liich
lracl ntade tl-re:il crptinsion in F.urope possiblc, ancl thus
ther, cnLr:r'ccl :r pcliocl r>1- r'ccc-s.sion. In f-act, thc. Ottonran
e.rpzrnsion came to a complcte hi.rlt until tltc relcase of'
Halil in 13-59.

ln 1358, thc Ottonrarn allr,. N,'latthcri, CzintacLtzeno.s
u'as tr.rken prisr-'ner-in Dirnctoka riith thc hclp t-rt'Set'bi-

Turkish settlements caused pl- an forces. This gave a relative
nic in istanbul and the Byzanti- ."**S**--fl adr rnrrsc to the Bvzanline sta-
ne\|eittlzcunowtn(.lrcll\'\\aSff:L'|nl.|'.tic.lll{tl'cl1t\'thJ,.Ur-
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Nlarchl354,afteranearthquakerecit1<liizmit(Nicomedia).we
the walls of manv fortresses. in l'lausoleums of s&ltan osman and sultan o'han Bursa (18e0) knorv for 5ule lhar al'ter 1 37 I
and around Gallipoii, collapsed. The Ottoman forces follor,ving the battle of lrtaritsa, the Bvzantines rvere for--
immediatelv occupied these places. This earthquake has ced to pa1- tht- Ottoman sultan 15,000 h1-perpera, na-
been recorded by all of the contemporarJ historical so- melv 7,500 Venetian ducats. In the meantime, hor,vever,
urces. Having interpreted the quake as a sign of God, BJrzantine diplomacv rvas intensifving its effots to mo-
the Ottonans became even more resolute not to leave bilize a Cmsader armv, as the most efficient check aga-
Rumeli, and the nerv forces and immigl'ants from Ka- insL rhe Ottomans.
resi began ro settle on the European side. Peopte in Istan- According to the sto*, Siilel.man paga, in order t.
bul, forced cantacuzenos to lea\elhe rh|one, .rs ther prr:rent rhe pr.rssibilitr of abondlning Runeli, ordered
accused him to be responsible fol olloma-n seltlement iri, bodv to be bur.iecl in Bolavir and to have irs piace
in Thrace. In addition to this, the Serbi^n king, Stephen keDt secrcr. As rhc anonr.mous Terarih_i AIi Or.,,.r, ."_
Dushan died and the Serbian Empire collapsed in 1i55. corcls, the 3.r:is, ,-oni .,nicd \\ith rhe new situation, we-
With this, the greatest rival to the Ottomans in the Bal- re in a srate of despair.. yet the gazis ol.Karesi mrLsr ha_
kans left the scene ve been against the i<lea of leaving Rumeli. Afrer the

Thanks to these extraordinarv events irnd the reso- capture of Tzympe and Gallipoli, manl,'' peopie tiom Ka-
lute effbrts of Srile-"-man Paga and the ga:is of Kar-esi, r'c.si had begun to migratc to Rumeli and established vil-
the Turkish settlement in the Balkans became an unde- lages. Alter the death of Sulevman, Orhan sent his ot-
niable fact. The only hope thar the Byzantine emperor her son Nlurad to Gallipoli, es an experienced comrnan-
John V had was a Cn:sader armv From Europe. Tor,vlrds clcr t()gether with his tlrtor Shahin. The Byzantine irnd
the end of 1355, the emperor senl his representatives lo Ottoman -.ourccs, Chalcocondvles ancl Dtisturniimc,
Pope Innocent VI ancl begged tbr a Cmsader arml- Lo be mcntion Lhat Nluracl rvas se nt to Rurl'reli immedirte lv
sent urgently, promising at the same time union \vith aitcr the .leath of Sulevman. Bur Nlurad coul.i not be-
the Roman-Catholic Church. In t357, events suddcnlv comc involved in an\ serious activitv bc[\vecn the vc:r|s

1357 encl 13,i9, Lrntil thc rclcuse ()l' Halil.turned aqainst the Ottomans.
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ln 13r3, irr ot'rle r' Io suve IIalil, tlrr' []r'z:rntine crn-

tlcl'()r-sut ottt to I'lr()ciicu u'itlr lris tlrree slrips. Orhar-r's

l'r'icnci Ilvas, tltc rttlct'of Slrr-trlutn, trarclrcc[ f t'onr lancl
epci bcsicgccl tlrc citr,. -fltc.r', ltou'cvct', clicl not st-rcccccl.

Tlrc cnrpcr'()r' t'ctttt'nccl to Istanbrrl rvithorrt consulting
Orlren. Kalothctos, thc Greck lolcl ol Plroc:icr.r, u'';-rs in-
sist.nt ttn t'ccciving a largc rtin.sc)nt for'Ilalil. As soon i]s
()r'lrun tlrr.etttenccl to ultolish thc tt'calr', thc e nrpct'or- .rs-

lied lirl a nrcetins n'ith him, fhcv n'tcL in thc poi-l o1'Pr-i-

k9i-risos, thc cn-rpcl'rtr hacl lo g<.r to Pltocaea onc ntorc ti-
rrre in thc satlc vciit'. Tl'ris ncu'crpccliiion clicl trttt br-ino

i-lnV sllccess either'. ln thc spr-ing of 1359, neq-r.rlizttions

began bctri'ecn Olhan, u,'ho h:rcl come to Kaclikdv fronr
lancl,:rnd the entper'or, ivho l'racl arrivecl therc,","ith his
ships. Wiliing to take f'ull aclvant:rgc ot'Lhe dil't'icult si-
tr-rution that OI'h:rn \\,as in, thc Bvzarnline ernpct'or fot'-
cccl Or-han lo accept ncriu conclitions.

For rernsom, Orhan paici a largc sum of nrotre-v ancl

I-lalil u'ais r-eleasccl. Hc rv:rs blor-rght t,r istanbLrl arnd en-
gagcd to the elrlpcrol s \'oungel dar-rghtcr. Harlii ttren
rr,'enl to Izrnit. The emperor \vas ltlso girten [he prttntise
that Halil rr,,or-rlcl be the ne\t sLrltan zil'tel Orhan. Appa-
rcntlv, the Bvzarnlines, b,v trsing
Halil, \vel-e hoping to herve il ne\\'
periocl of peace and balance rv'ith
thc Oltomans. Accolcling to the
cr>n [empo rzrn, Br,'z-an li ne histori-
an Glegoras, Orha.r-r accepted lhc-
sc conditions. The crori'n-prince
Nlurad rvas asainst this agleement
and r,vas cletermined to continue
the policv of gct;..tL ancl erpernsion
in Thrace togelher rv'ith his tr-rtor
and gn:i s of Karesi. After ali, u'ar
ancl success agerinst the B-vzanti-
ncs in Thrace rv'<tr-rlcl guarantee the
lltrone to him. Gregoras conflrms
thlit the ga:d mo\.ement stagnated in Thrace tor tr,r'o ve-
ars, Llntil the arrival of Haiil. It shor-rid be noted here
that following the Turkish-Nlongol tradition, the Otro-
lnans did not have an established nrle o[ strccession for
the throne. Events were usuallv t.he main iractors in cle-
tcrmining the next luler. As the eldest son of the l'amilv,
Nltrrad r,rras sent to the iarthest frontier ar-ea as the chi-
e t'-commancier of the armv. This situalion qlraranteed
lriiri ilrc Lhronc tle lnc'ro. This, horrevcr', .l.pen.ie,-l ,rn ltis
.li'cal achievemenls as a conqlleror in Rr_rmeli.

ln these tu,o vears. the miqration ['rom Anatolia to
Rumeii continuedand the Rumeii frontier became stron-
gcr. The \,r,aqf record (1360) of a hospice for-rncled bv Or-
ttan tor Siilevman mentions manv villases and farnts in
tltc area rvith Tulkish names. Thls is also bor-nc ()Lrt bv
CI'eek s()urces. It rvas rvithin these [e,uv r,'ears th;rt ttre
Ottoman Rr-rmeli emeroed as a vast area ot'sc.ttlement.
()t'egoras confirms that Sr-ilevman r.vas then shaping rhe
:icnct'al policv of the state. Fiis death anci the Bizantine
'''f ii,i-i,.> to mobilize the Cn-rsaders from Etrropc agair-rst
'1. ninc (Jttomans pLlt evervrhing in danger. Thc sitr-ratior-r
posed a serious threat to the FLiture of the Ottornan Sta-
te' Whilc signing a treirtv rvith Olhan, thc crlpcrot'\\,irs

ltl tlre sarrrc tirnc lroping to hlrve u Crrrslrclcr ar-nrv scnt
ovcr lrguinst tlrc Ottornzins.

Pur t ol tlrc str-zrtcsr rilrs to ltlock Lhe strlLils n,ith
tlrc hclp r.rl' tlre Crrrsaclcr'.s ancl to clcstro.r, thc- 

-f trrks irr
fttrrlcli oncc lrncl lirr- all, 1t.,,' scp:rr-:rting the m l't'orn Anu-
toli;,r. This nas li vct'\ scr-ioLls lncl critical sitr-ration fr.,r'

thc Ottornzlns. Thc sanrc plltn the n becamc thc nr:.iin
str.zrtcg-t'ol all Cnrsaders in thc l-lth ancl 15th ccr-rtr-rries.

Thc enper'ol besan his ef'for-ls to nrobiliz.r: tire crlr-
saclcls irnrnccliatcl.r' aftcr the f'all of'Gallipoli in 1355 b-v

promising thc Popc Innoce nt VI (1352-l 262) Lhe Union
of' the Chtrrcl-res. He zrskcd For an inrmecliatc clisoartcfr

t,of rr {'ir,.'ship riavv to bc follori'cd bv a large Cnrsader
a.i'nl,\. In olclcl to cnslrre this, the emperor c\,'e n a".t-ccd

lo scnd ltis son llanuel as a hostage to the Pope in Ar,'ig-

non. In the follou'in-e \earr, the emperor tried to mobiii-
ze surch Nleciiter'r-.rnean slates as Venice, the Genoese
Re public arncl th.e Rhoclizrn knights against the Ottom:rns.

All oF tl'resc plans, hor"r,ever, tailecl. In i357, Venice,
a crtrcial fc.,rcc for the Crtrsad, started a ne\v war agzl-
inst Hungarl over the Dalmatia. The Senale uras not

a\\'are of the critical conditions of
thc- Bvzantine capital. From istan-
bul, the Venetian ambassador re-
ported hor,r, serioi-rs the situation
vu'as, and er,'en noted that the Gre-
eks r.vere considering entering un-
der the protection of Venice. The
Pope sent his replesentative, Ntrn-
cio Pierre Thomas to Hr-rngary and
istanbul For preparations for the
formation of a crusader arm)'.
Thomas, rvho lrras to become a

crusader hero in Europe, 'uvorked
dav and night and r.vent to Buda'
to end the conflict betr,veen Veni-

ce and Hungan'. Bv norv, the Papacv was aware of the
dangers of the Ottoman advances in Er-rrope, and sat
or-rt to larinch a Cmsader attack to recapture Gallipoli,
rvhich \vas considered to be the ke'v passage to istanbul.
Due to Thomas' endless eiforts, the first Crusader irt-
t:rck agaiinst the Ottomans took place in 1359.

THE CoxquEsr or AnnIANoPLE
(EorRNE), l)6I
ln order to erpei the Turks from Thrace, the Bvzan-

tine emperor began a militarv- mobilization there in 1355

ivhile he contacted the Pope to provide a cmsader arrnv
ngainst the Ottomans. According to the plan, the Hun-
garians rvor-rld join the Crusader forces From iand and
the Venetians from the sea to drive the Ottomans out
of Er-rrope.

Bvzantium \vas a criticallv important for Europe,
for poiitical as n,ell as economic reasons. First of all,
Cctnstantirrople \\ias seen as lhe last stronghold of t'esis-

tancc rgainst Islam. r\loreover, lhe Bvzantine L'conomv
\\,'Lrs contlollecl bv sr-rcir Er-tropean coutrtries ns Venice,
ttrc Gertoese Rc'Dllblic and Frlrnce. The fall oi Constlrn-

Green Mosque, Bursa, ( | 894)
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tinoplc rvoulcl nrcan tlre f lrll of the ir colorrics irr tlrc L-c-

vllnt. '[-lrtrs, thc Popc scnt Picrrc Thrtrnas ()nc ntorc ti-
trc to Con.stzrntinoplc irr l-359, this tirnc w'itlt a nzrvui
forcc of' 20 ships. T'r>gcthcr u,ith the Bvz-antinc nnvv,
Thonurs rvent to the Darr-clancllcs anci lanciccl on Lapse-
ki (Larnpszrkos), an irnpoltant p:.rssi.rge r-rsccl b-r,thc Turks.
\Ve lr:-rr,c lu,'o sour-ccs for- thi.s first Crusacler campaigrr
asitinsl the Ottctnt:tns. The l'irst is bv Philipe de VIczi-
ire, rvriting about the lil'e of Picn'e Thorlas, ,"vho ri,':is
lnler-nrude a.saint by Ronre. -fhe sccond soLrrcc is an
anonvnrouis Ottoman historv c:rllecl Tet'tirilri .1li Osnnn.
The relationstrip betw,cen the Ottoman narralir,'e ancl
this CrLrsader erpcdition has not been noticecl. trp r-rntil
no\\i,,"vhcreas in fact thc tr.vo sources are in per-fect ag-
r-eerncnt conccrnine the conh'ontzrtion. The Ottom:rn
forces left their ambr-rsh and attacked the Crrlsa-
ders. The resr-rlt r,vas a clisnster for the lzrncling
zrrmv. This victorv over the Cnrsaders enstrred the
presence of the Ottomans in Europe.

ln historical Iiteratlrre. rve fincl
seve ral dates gil'en for the Otto-
man conquest clf Aclrianople
(Edirne). Ustrali,v the dates 1363,
136-l and 1369 or l37l aFter rhe
battle of Qirmen, are suggested.
As rve shail explain belorv, in 1371
the Serbian forces marched against
Adrizrnopie to take the citv back lrom
the Ottomans, but were defeated. in
fact, the citv of Adrianople hple had alre-
aciv been calptured in 1361, ten veal's
before this battle. bv the nrince N'{u-

rad zrnd his tutor Lala Shahin.

The intricate point here is
the misleading vier.v that N,{urad
captr-rred Adrianople after he be-
came sultan. The Byzantine chro-
nicles, the contemporary Italian historian Viilani and
the Aldeddin Nlosque inscription in Ankara ail state that
Nlurad r,vas not tl-re Ottoman sultan when Orhan died in
1362. C. Jireiek and i. Uzr,rnqargrli give the date 1363
for the conquest of Adrianople, thinking that it was onl)-
after this date that sultan lh-rrad could have captured
the citv. UzunqarErh reasons that the conquest ma)/ la-
ke pl:rce in 1363 or around 1364-1365 and that this de-
lav was due to the revolts rvhich broke out against !h-i-
rad in Anatolia. E. Za,chariadou, and those r.vho follo-
wed her, date the conquest as late as 1369. The point
that misleads Jireeek and others, is the belief that i\lu-
rad captured the city after coming to throne; a mistake
repeated by NeEri and other Ottoman sources. The trurh
is that Orhan, upon the death of Suley'man Pasha in
1357 , had sent his son prince Murad to Rr-rmeli toget-
her w'ith l-ris tutor Lala Shahln. It was thev r,vho cirptu-
red Adrianopie in 1361. This means that t\Iurad captu-
red the citv rvhile he rvas still the crown-prince. lVe shall
explain this belor,v in more detail.

The vears 1357-1359, clurins rvhich prince Halil rvas

held prisoner, rvere a period oI recession ior the Otto-

As soon as Halil rv'as reir-.iseci in 1359, the Ottr-r-

man torces trncler Lhc cornmancl oI M'-rracl anci Lala
Shalrin bcgan thcil canrp;lign to conqucr Thlacc in a

systematic manner. Shortl-v thereafter, as confirmed
bv the contemporarv Greek ancl ItaIii'rn sor-rrccs, tite
gr'oirps of raiclers (cLkLncLlcLr) rver.' seen in f-r'ont oi tl-re

tvalls of ConstantinopL'. The Ottoman solrlces also
stale that a largc-scale attack began in 1359 zrnd thal

the gn:ls captr-ired the fortress of Qorlu, on lhc-

istanbul route. A state of panic elupted in
istanbul, reaching as far iis lterl-r,'. After
capturing Qorlu, Nlr-rrad and Lala Sha-
hin began to attack the rrrain strong-
holcis on the Constantinople-Adri-
rrnoole route. While the r-rltimate tar-
get r.vas, of course, the capture ot
Adrianople, these strongholds rve-
re faken b1'the Ottomans in order

to secure their rear and to stop a pos-
sibie attack From Constsantinopie.
The Ottoman historical sources
provide quite armple information

about this strategv.

THE, OrroMAN ExpexsloN IN
Asra lvhxon
We have seen above hor,v, rvithin half a centun', the

Ottoman Bev became the Icadcr of the gl.z;'.a, being gi-
ven the honorific tttle sahib al-ttcat, or the master ol'
the frontier lands. In 1354 the Ottomans captured an
important economic ernd political centre, the citlr oI An-
kara, from the Eretna State, and this marks the begin-
ning of the Ottoman expansion intc-r the Seljuqicl area
in Anatolia. In other words, this rvas a move from the
western trontier territories into the hinterland areas of
Anatolia. This ner.v strateg_v- brought the Ottomans into
a face-to-face confrontation with Eretna, lhe ruler of Si-
vas, and his close aily', the porverful bev Karamanoglu.
Having for-rght against the Nlongols tor a long time, the
Karamanid familv finallv settled in Konva, the former
capital of the Saljuqids, as the most po,"vertr'rl frontier
bev oI the southern Tttrcorlans. Tl-rev considered them-
selves to be the patrons oi other irontier bevs and the
heir to the '.;riitarttii-[ Rum', i.e., Anatolia under the Sel-

ir-roid control. This claim bv the Karamanids has been

nliuls. \Vlre n Siilcvnran I'ir:;lra clie cl, thc borclcr lirru in
Thr':rcc strctclrccl ltrrrn thc )'ar l:r nt()rlrltzrirr in Ke;:Lrr-is-
pulu l'r'ont in thc ri'cst to tlrc f3lrkacak hlll irncl Flor:r, so-
r"rlh o1'-f ckir-clagr, on thc N,lal'rrara siclc. 'fe kirclitgr and
Ispala \\'clc still lvins olrtsicle this linc. F{clri'e-r'cr the ra-
icls cxLcnclccl n.s f:.ir as i\clrilLnople. The corc <-l['thc RLr-

nreli pr-ovince r,,'iis f'ornrecl clr-iling Stilclrntan's time. It
\\'irs nrost pl'obablv at ttris tinrc thai thc tcl'n'r 'Pu-susutt-

cctfit', begen to bc u.secl. Af't,cr thc c;iptrrrc of Aclrianr,pic
and i\lulacl's sr-rccc.ssii.rn to the thronc, Lal:r Sirahin be-
canre fhc Rr-rnrcli Be .v'lerbgrl w'ith thc title of 'parsha'. Br-rt

sincc the Christian [orccs hacl cr-rntrol of the Straits, t]-rc

Ottomain pfescnce in Rrrmclicontinueci to be al*'avs un-
cler thrcatJ.

Beylerbeyi
of Rumelia
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strrtccl vcr.\' cicitrlr irl Ylttclt rf's ,\cltttiLirir. []cing t]ru tttost

trorrcr'['rrl {t'r.,rtLiet' stutc itr t}rc f]alkutts, tlre Otton'urrts

conlnrntccl thc Kat'tinllllticls n ith tlrc sltntc clairrt. 'l'ltc

Ot tornu ns ltacl iil l'clttlv sLI [t.i Lr gatccl tl're sot-t t hcl'n ltcvl i ks

by tlrc tintc of Nltrrncl | ( l3 62-1389) tlrrorrglr pc:rccf ul

nrcuns, thrciits anc[ cven rt-rilit:.rr-r'fttt'cc. ltt trtosI ctrscs,

tlrev gar c in contpttnsaLic-rt-t t'ich 'lintctt'' lnncls lo titosc
i'rr;rtrcr bcvs ri'ht)sc l'cgions ri ct-c ii.nttcxccl Lo tlic Otto-
ntan tcrritot-t'. l'[rc Ottontitns rvr-rulcl havc plcFelrccl tcr

le hiur'.' iltcir goal tht'ottglt pcacef url mcilns, beciittsc il
is tirr-biclclcir b-v Islartr to f ighl ;rgzrinst a i\'llrslin'r, cspc-ci-

allr agaiLrst ltnothel'ga:i st:rtc (Qr-rr-'nn, .Vr.sn chlrirte t-, r,et--

sc 90). This rvoulcl .jcopardizc the famc r-rf-thc Ottom:rns
ls gr/:.a lcader-s. Accorciingll', tfre Ottonrans trir:cl io jus-
til'l cases rn'here they'liarc'l einnexccl a state br f'orcc. Thtrs,
the lzrnds of the Hamid zrncl Germi-vein states \\rere an
:-rlca oftcontention betu''een the Ottonrans ancl the Ka-
r-:.lma.nicls. The Ottom:ins claimecl to havc takcn thcsc
tcrritories in a reIigiotrslv legitimate t"va,r'. Thc Karama-
nicls never alcccptcd thc invasion of I-{ain'ricl-cli, r,,'hich
rrus, likc thc ciLv of Ankara, part
of the for-mer SeljLiclici ten-itor-i-
cs. It n,as mainlv in these areas
rhat the Ottoman-Karanranid
stnrggie,,r'as focttsed.

The Ottomiins often i-ised
'f'atv'ttl i.e., a religious r,'er-dict
l'r-om rrlcma, io jr-rstifr their at-
tucks on the Kararnirnids and ot-
her NIr-rslim states. It rvas seen z1.s

a religious dutv to iight against
those rvho prer,'entecl the ga:is
f'r'om gaacl b"r- attacking them
from the rear. And not surpri-
singlv, the Karamanids and ot-
hcrs in Anatoiia rvere seen as maverick states; a vierv re-
pcated manv times in Ottoman sources. Nltrrad II had
titkcn a f-atu,a lrom the neutr-al Eg_v-ptian tilenrcL to legi-
timize, in the eves of the Islamic r.vorld, his r.var against
the Karamanids in 14-t:1. The Ottomans rel'erred espe-
ciallv to the Karamanicl-Cliristian alliance, r,vhich is al-
so confirmed b_v- Western sources.

The second direction of the Ottoman erpansion r.vas
the Persian silk route. The-.,- not oniv took Ankara in
135+, but also began to support the beys in the Tokat
.ritrl Amasva regions against the suitan Kadi Burhaned-
.iir-r, rvho had replaced the Eretna State in Sivas. lVhen
in l389 Murad I r,vas in the Balkans tlghring against rl-re
Scrbs, the bevs lo_val ro Kadi Burhaneddin claimeci that
It was the besr time to attack the Ottomans. This vier,v,
ho',vever, was rejected by the Kadi as .r wav of rveake-
ning the unitv of Islam and lending support to the encmv.
But rvhen Murad died in Kosovo, Burhanedclir-r took I.,rr-
:clrir.

Thc resistance movement led bv the Karamanids
.tglrinst Ottoman n-rle in Aniltolia came Lo an c'ncl rvhen
\lLrrad I marchecl ancl \von the biirrlc against the Kara-
rnanids in t387. Ar this time, tire Slavic states of Scr-
lri., n Itrta' Bulgariil lnd B<tsnia \vere r-rniled to fiehl againsL

tlrc Ott()nr:urs irr tlre IJulklrns. In 13,3,3, Rrrlgarilr rr':rs in-
vaclecl, urrcl tlrc ncrt reul r\lrrrlrcl nxrrclrccl irrto tlre Ko-
srtvr.r pluin to lielrt ag:-rinst tlrc Se r bs urrcl L',osrrians. '[']rc

viclon tlurt cLrr.nc or-r l5 .lLrnc 1.389 e nsrrrccl tlrc Otto-
nran prcscncc in tlrc Prlilkans.

For polilical lci.rsons, tlrc Ottt)nrirn sulLaris gir\JC sup-
rcnrc inrpror'lance t(j the prcse r\ ation of' thcir titlc 'gct:.i'

in tlrc lslanric uorlcl 'fhcr, 
lrsr-tall.v scnt letltrttittte's iinct

plisonc'rs taken f'r'orn tlrc spoils cif-,"'",arr to thc castern
tVIr-rslim n-rlcrs. Whcn Yrlclrrrnr Bavezicl clef'eatecl the Cr-Lr-

saclcr-irrrnv in NigbolLr (Nicopoli.s) in 1396, hc sent pri-
soner knights to C:rii'r.i, Bashclacl atnci Tzrbliz. As thcst:
prisoncr-s r,r'erf paractcci in Lhe strccls, it bror-rght abolit
an enoln-rous ciisplarv of strppoll l'or the Ottomans. Thc
famc' of the Ottoman sr,rltan as go:1i 1e:-rcler li'as nn im-
n,,r.r.,,,r ^^liri,.^l instr-UntcnL litr. lrim.f/\rl rr(l rL lr\/r rLrLarr

For a long time, Timlrr''s entoura_9c did not appro-
ic o['attacking. tlreg(1-1 slllterr. Altcr rakinq Be-\czid pri-
soner in Ankara (I+02), Tin'rr-rr'himselI n,anted to have

a clcmcrnstration of ga:a bv ta-
kinq lzrrrir' l-rom thc Crtrsadcrs.
Tori'ards 1420, Mehmed I used
the titie oI ga-i in his letters in
ordcr to r.i,'arcl otf the threats of
Timur's sllccessor, Shahluh, sta-
tinp that he rva.s aborrt to lairnch
an att;rck against the Chr-istian
enemics of Islam. In the same
\\'erv, Nluracl II, to justifv his ert-

tacks on the Karamanids, men-
tioned in his letter to Shahruh
tl-rat the Karramanids rvere ham-
pering thc ga*ru bv attacking the
Ottomans h'om the rear.

After his great sLrccess in the conquest of Istanbul,
Farih, in the 'f'etltttcttrte ' he sent to Lhe suliirn ol' Egr pt,
Ief't to the sultan onh' the responsibilitv of 'protecting
for musiims the roLltes of hajj', pilgrimage to Nlecczr
presenting himself as the onh' representatir,'e of 'equ-
ipping the people for gaio and ltlnd' in the Islamic
rvorid. In the same \\'av, Seiim I r-rsed the honorific tit-
le oi'hddirrt aL-hararneyn cLl-sltarif'etn' after defeating
the llanrluks. and Sulevman the rv-la-snificent the title
oE'lruli.fe-i rfiy-i :arnin', thLis emphasizing that thev r,ve-

re ga:i sultans fighting for the cause oi Islam. lVith the
Ottomans, the concept ol ga:l became sr,rch a po\ver-
f ul instrument of dominance and cr:ntrol that other
Nluslim r-ulers else'uvhere gave prioritl'to use the same
title. None of them, ho'uvever, \vere comparable to the
Ottoman rulers r,vho rvere flghting ior the cause of Is-
Iam in Er-rrope, the Indian Ocean and the Mediterrane-
an. Naturaliv, as the pres.sure r>f the Christian West on
the Asian and the Isiamic rvorld intensified, the inf-lu-
ence anrl por.ver oi the Ottomans incleased in the Isla-
mic rvolld, of rvhich the Ottomans took great advanta-
ge. As in Er-rrope, the main reason for tl-re rapid expan-
sion ol'thc Ottomans intr: \[Lrsiim ,{sia lr,as a result oi
lhc gn:a iderrlog\'.

Qilehane, Amasya, (14 | 3)
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