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[rclicr,r' r,t,e lurr,c t{r cr.rnsiclcr' {irst ri lrcthcr thc
Ottornan tlicnrsrlvcs clii iclecl thcil lristor-r,'into

1-rcriocls, r.,'hcthcr thcr \\'.r'c consciotrs r;l' a dis-
bctrr,ccrr tlre as-c irr ri h jch thcr livccl uncl ealli-
nnrl rvltaL iclcas tlrcr lurcl ubot-tt pe-t'iocls ir-r his-

filtailot'l
c r iigc-.s,

ttlt'r,.

Irr thc plologr-rc lo thc cIuborlitc histolv u hich ]rc

'.r, r't;tc aL t Irc c()nrnlLrfrrl ol' Bar c z,id II, Kcnrfrl Piishazacie
.-'{)ilrpilr-cs tlrc Ottonran histor\ \\'ith enrlicr' \loslcrn
ilr nirsf ics uncl sLtnrs Lrp r-tncicr' lhrcc hcacls, vlic't1lt-i
riit'lt r1tt, 'thc t-casorts |ot' thcir- sLlpul-io1'i5ir'.1 First, he

\r-t\ s, Lhc Ctt.onrrrns Lrnlikc otl-rcl Nlosl.-nt rl-r'nastics, clrmc
t() p()\\,cr- not tlrrorrgh Llrc i'iolcnl ovelthror,,'oF older
\loslcn-r stirtL)s u'ithin thc Islanric comrrtutnitr', btrt
throrigh lhe concl'-rc-st of tctr-itr,rt-ies pcr.taining to the infi-
clcl ii,r;rlcl, the Dlr Lil-l-ltzrb. Sccocllr., in thcr Ottornzin state
tlrc arrthor-itr ot' Lhc sorelcisrr antl thc valiclit., ot'tlie
lrrrr s ;-u'c r'()nrplctc :-rntl ;.ilts,,lLttc. Tliirtilr, tlic
Otloman st:rtc is richcr', morc poprrl,rus ;-rnd mot-e
.*:tensivc' than all othcrs. No other stilkr possess-
i,'S the nrilitan' po\vel oi' thc Ottrimans; the
{Jttomans har,'e pon'er-lul artillcrv ancl a gr-eat
nraritimc po\!cl', thc ainrs of thc Ottonra.n
Srritan arc'tatlb u'-i'ittt.lret-t rtn'-i :ettt ttt' l.t>Srritan L\rc 'taL{b u'-i 'ittt.lret-t rtn'-i :,ettt ttt' Lil

m:rke' Lhe l'rce oi' the r,,'orlcl to floulish',
to dcsIr'or.thc foes oi the lltrc. Fait]i, ancl
r.,; Lrpholci thc- Hoh. Larv.

In poprtrlur- t't)rk.s srrc[r i.1s 'Ashik
P;.tsh:rzactt-''s lristor-v anci tire ilnonvmoLrs
/'.',t';1t il,lt-i .iL-i ()>nllrr, ric l'inrl lhc iclctrs ol
a clistincLion bctrveen rlifl'er-ent periods
c\pressdcl in :r morc subjc'ctive fashion. Ir-r

tlrc AnonvnloLrs Chronicles,l titr crarnple,
,,vc l'incl in thc r-cgion ol Bareziel I ( 1339-
1.+02) ciuitc a riolent erpres.siorr ol the l'ei.lc-
ii()n ()f' the ciirsscs Liphr,lclir-rg thc Li-uciitior-rs
: ;l {-',-:bt,^,'lzgj, -rhc Pliitcipalirr ol' thc \lalches-
i',1:iil-rst thc ir-lrltci-ilrl ctuil'lliist ptoiicics oI
Sirltln.

fhcsc chrcnicles contuin [titicl criticisnrs
,;1 lhc cllrbrlr':rLit)lt t)l tlrc cotrlt ccrclt'l()niltl lLncl
tli,: -ir'r e lopilt,r-tl ol lr t--r-'r'rtrlilizcrl liclrrrinistr':_r-

tion, nncl of tlrc ucloptiort ol ruriotrs "Ft'artl..islr'' cttsLottts
t'lr ich oe cLilrccl clliring BiLvczici's rcigri. Tlrcsc critie istrts

contrllsL sli:rr'pir the 'nc\\' pcriotl ri itlr lhc pci-iocl tlriit
plcccclccl ir. Irr thc ,,r or-ks rvlittct-t cllrt-inq thc t'cign ol
Bat'czicl [l, rr c t'i ntl si rr r i l:rt' cri tic istits ol clc'r'clitptrtctrts
*'hich hacl takcn placc rrnclcr' \lchnrccl [[.

Nlchrrccl lil (159.; 1603) tou'lr-cl thc cncl oI thc 16th
ccntLu-\' ri h.-r'r rr'coLlrrting- Llrc abusc:s in tltc nclt-t-tinistt'Lt-

tion in Ihc {':lrn,rus 'Arllilctnlrnrc, 'Dcclnration ol'Jltsticc'
t'hicir l-re plornirlgatccl Lrpon his ucccssion to the tht'()nc,
points t<.r thc r-cign ol'Sillc.,rlun has an ideal period ur-rcl

clemands :r r-ciLrrn to tlre laus rncl prineiplcs ot-that
time.l Never-th.'less, in his ori n reign the crrsis gr-t.,,r still
mor-e serior-rs uncl pltrr-rSecl the crrrpit'c into halt'-a-centlt-
n' of conrplctc ciisordcl anci clt'gcncration, It is in this
perioci that Ottoman staLesmen anc'l ut'itcrs bccnn'tc
sharo1,,'c.\\'i1r'c. oi:,-r clistincrtior-r betri'ecn thc l-r)r-nrrl Golclcn

{g"* anci rhe agc of dccline in rrhich thcv liic, r-rncl

in rvorks r,,r'itten in thc stlle ot'tlic,ricl rt;tsiltrLtn:urte.i,
" 1,1i r-r'ors- t'r-r r- Pi'i nccs, t 1r c re b.'ge n Io ii pr pclrt' r'at'i -
or-rs le:riistic obscn'alions anci cline isnrs concct-n-
ing tl-rc cle l'ects in Ottonran iiclnrinistri.liion. ThoLrgh

Koq-i Bcg is thc best knori n ri ritc-r' in this ge nle ,

l-rc liaci se r cr-al prt'-tleccssor-s ilt thc encl ol thc
loth ancl thc bcgii'rnirtq ,.lt'thc l7tir ccn-

i

Lr-rrics.t -f orr lir-c1 the .-t-tci ot' the
l nrlr r','nrLlt'.., 'Aii, in lti: \'2r../2,;.,

- 

|Llt|| L\rlt

"Y rrl-,Str liLrirto ;inrl l-inallr :rt thc
J bceini-riite- oi- ihe lTtli c.'ntrrt'r.
i 'Avn-i' Al1, anci thc iiLlthor of
f Kit,,lr-i r\lrr.st:rtr\b,; pr-,Ls Ionr"aril
t,
; genclul vieri s on tlrc breakclori'ir
I of' lalu' ancl ,ri-clcr enci insist thrtt ir-r

, tirc r-ar'licr iiires thines \\'clc \.\ell
uncl plopci'lr orclei-cci. Tl',r'r' fr-ace

i Iiic oligirt ot' th.'i-.r'eakcior,rn t,,r iirc
i i.'igns o['\lrrr':rti tll ( 1-i7]- 159-j) and
; .\ulchn'ic'ti lll iri iirc i:"isl cii-u.rr-t-'r'ol

; ilrc l6Llr c,-.niiir':. , lintl in g.:nt'r-li
I re;tarct Lhc- i'cigt'r oi' Sulerm:-in ils thc

irtocici lo be i'ollorrctl. Fri.rm Lhis iinrc
llntll tlrc l()tlr .cni'.ri\ , tlr.'r'c lippclrrs

.i|n()r'lg titt' Ot tr)t-lti-it l:, .l lri-tiIit crlcn.uir .'
A i^^,^.--..n jdr [))dt /



iitt'rltrrrt' orr 1lrr' llri',r ,rf lristot ical ctt'rr'lr)[)tlte llt trrrcl tlre

r.()l)ccpt ol ltct'iotls irr lristr)r.\ rullt'ctirr!t tilc stlt'ct'ssit tr

iclcas,,rt tltt't{ce Iirtc ol Llte urttPite :.trrcl tlrc tc{ot-ttr.s r'"'ltie ll

\\'crc nct'clecl l() iu rcst iL. III gcne lal tlrc ()tt()nlittt rr t'il-
cls Iolloii tlrc 1-rolrticll llreot'ics of (]azirli, Fillibi, Nnslt'
:rl-clin'l-rrsr, I)urrirni,;rncl cspecilrllr Iltrr KltlrlclLrn.s Anr,rtl3
tlrcnr K:itib Qclebi lincl Nlt'inti clcscrvc piLt'tictlllit'colt-
siclt'r'rrtirrn.'fltc lirst, irt hi.s lrcatisclJtt.srrir"ttl-'rLtrtrLL." 1',..,',-

tirliitccl lr c()nrplcte pltrallclisrn ltcltre ct't llrc cIttttLtctct'
arrcl clcr.'clt,ptrtcn t of socicLre s :tncl Lltc t'tlttrtt'c :tttd clcr cl-
()pnrcnt ol N'lan. Srrcicties, likc hLlnratl lteittgs, pi,tss

thr-or-rgh thrcc pcr.iods, the lilst tl'rart ol grou'th, Iltc sr-c-

oncl thc st:rblc period of melltt'itr,', anci the thircl thi.rt ot'
cicclinc. But, irt socicLic.s w'itlr a stt'ong constjttttion,
clccljne sets rn llLtc, ancl it is pr.rssiblc lt-,, taking clue prc-
catrtions t() postp()nc the dcclinc. NcVcrtilelc-ss, it is
inrpossiblc to escapc :rltogcthe r the incvitable encl. Katib
Qcicbi, consiclcr-ilis in tltn-r pciisantr-\, Lhat is, thc biisic
prodLlcer-s, the nrilitar-r,' cla.sscs, ancl financial aclrlinis-
trtition oI thc srAtd, lries to establish lr.hen the rvcak-
nesses and cleclinc- in r':ICh began to appe:rr-. His stat't-
ing-point is thai of lhe oid ,Va.si/tatnunre.s, n.Imeir' lhat
the nrier is clepenclcnt on the arm,r', the armr,'on u'ealth,
ire alth on lhc sel[-bcing oI the sr-rbiect-pe.\szIntt-r,',
and theii'ri,ell-being on justice. It is interc-st-
ing that he shoulc{ .it[empt to cliagnosc the
caLrses of the clccline bl e.<amining the se \
special classes. FIe res:it'ds the periocl r-'F

maturitv :Ls crtcnding to the time rvhen
the Cc'iilis :ippearecl in 1593. He also .*-

lo',t'ittr. Ittttcetl t,,c lrtt'itrstilit'tl iti st't'itl'l tllc t'llt'ct rll
Ilrrr Klrlrlrltirt's iclr'lrs ir] tlre riuttl at{ltctttttc lrlte r l7{)0
lrr 'r\nrr irzlirlr' ilti:t'i ill [''ltslt:r tttrtl lltlt'l' :till, ItiSlrrll
Itlrslru to ir politr ol ttcitec irt tltc iti,lle ol slrr irrg tlrc
e nrlrirr' f tr., rtt u lltlrtl c rir)\ tllsiott. Lct tts l'te ;-Ill too tltztt
Nu'inrir r,,,r',.,ie ltis ltistoi'r. lot '.\rtrttrzl\clc llirscr in I'ztslllt
rrrtcl f lurt i,Lt tlrc sunre pcrior-l tlrc ,1/ztl'rLdlittttL <tl llrrr
KluilciLrn \\ lrs tt'linslat,-.1 intr., 

-['rtr']iish.l I

-l-lrc lirst Otlt)ntirrr ltistot ilrtts tr) cttLlctt',()r' to slstt'ltt-
a t ical l-r' cl i viclc C) t tornrrn h istot-r i n i o yrc r-i ocls accorcli ltg
to tire idcrts ,rl ,\losit:rtt politiclil irhilt,5oplri r"rct c Ccvclct
I'ashall e,ncl fulLr.stal-i \,riri Pasl',rlt irr tirc niiclcllc ot'thc
lgth ccntun'. 'I'hcr', iikc K:rtib (cle bi, ciir icic Ott()marr
histor'..'f inrarilv irrto titi'cc ntain pct'ittcls-r'otttlt, Ll'rlit is
gr ou,tl-r rnic[c-lle-agc, th:.Lt is o['staltle rttattrt'itv; :rrtc[ rt]tl'
:-rgc, thal is, c'lcclinc. Thc-r'thr-n sub-cliviclc cach pcr-iocl
into strs.cs.

In endeavorinLr to clir ide histon' inLo
periods ri'e have no need l'or a rigid Framc-

tvork based Lrpon a pre-conceivecl theorv r>f

historl'. I propose no\\' [o cxanlinc from the
vie rvpoir-rt of the succcssiv'e slages of firstlv, thc
state of equilibritrm cstablishec-l betw'een the
Ottoman Empii'r lncl ioreisn po\\'ers, tl'ren tl're

maiintains that br' :ibout 1610 the r il- . gNff

The impolt:rnt ch:.it'zrcLcr-istic rt| il,Ir,rst:ifa NLrt'i Paslta
is thlit irr his enclc-a\'()r to iclcntifr tl-rc pcriocls ttI Ottontlrtr
histon' hc ursecl thc critc-r'ion nol on1-i. ol'poliLical I'risltt-
rr,'but aiso r,ri'the hislot'r cif inslittttictns iincl cttltr-rral
dev'eloprnents. In his vicn', cltrring thc tlrircl stagc (titat

is, bi'oacllv speaking, the 16th ccrrtut-r'), lhc lt'ri'e tlf
luxr-ri-v incleased, rnot'iil cltr:Llitics \\'efc lost, :inci

I 1... th.i flrst signs oi cleclirie appcarccl. Brrt if tlic
'""NS. r'eaL dc.clii-tc' set in onl-r' al'tel thc lcpulse
\\\ before \i ienn:i in 16E3, the stage I'rorn
9i G, 1595 to 1683 must be counted as bclone-:.'

ffit$l*iltfi.':.,*+:,'"

E=
lages in ttrc Ottoman realm had been .)

rtrincd b,v heavv tarirlion, abr,rses of
ldministration, zrnd the farming out
of taxes. He, loo, regards the age of
Siilevman as a period rr,'hen the l'ari-
ous elements r.rhich rnade up the slatc
\vere in balance.

In thc prologtr.: to his histor.n.,
Na'imil0 summarizes the idears on socie-
tv and history expressed bv'Ali, KAtib Qelc'bi,
Krnalrzade ancl especialir, Ibn Khzrlclun, rvhom
he regar:ds as the greatest histori:-rn. Na'in'ra t'ol-
lou,ing Ibn Khaldnn, aftr-r enunciating the r,'ari-
olrs pr-lnciples ancl iactors rvhich gor.'ern the

Sultan Bayezid ll,
(r48r-rsr2)

tlevelopme flt ,rf slates :.rnd civiiizations, summarizes ibn
Khalclun's theor-r' ol' five- periods. In his L'ncitr-avor- to rec-
oncile the phases of Ottoman historv to this schenre,
Na'ima intcrprets the series of dcfeats follorving the sec--

ond Vicnnal campaign of 1683, ancl thc pacilic poliuv
that ensued as being the svmptoms of the iounh peri-
od-that is, the period of resignzrtion and tranquilitv,
rr he n the principles and larrs oi rhc prec.'clins :\ge are
l'ollowecl arrcl in ri'hich the older generlrtion is limited
ancl the Strtr-- lr-ies as iar as possibl.' to ii','e in peace r,r,'ith

its neighbors.

The ideas oi Ibn K.haiciun \,\'ere adc'ptcd rncrelsing-
11'b-v rhe historians of the period of c-ieclinc atter ihe
time oi'-\a'imd, rvho sau' in them a theor-r,'rvhich clcar-
lv crpiainccl thc coursc ,,i hich Ottornan historr ,,r'us i',ri-

deveiopment \vithin the t.mpirc of the lulcr's artlhoritv
and the state of equiliblium u,'hich it cstrblished vis-a-
vis ihe other forces ,"r'ithin the empire, and finailv rhe
functioning of the svs[cm oF Irncl tentrre upon rvhich
rhe militan, finllncial rnd soclal institr-rtions of the .state

relied.

Jihed. ,rr ghazi, the Hrrlr'\\'r.rr', r'er,rained the .ivnam-
ic principie of the Otronlan siatc r-rntil the enci oi the
lTth ccntLlr\'. Br 135-l th.' \l,rslem) ol' Iznik r\ie ue:t)
in discr-rssions ',v'ith Lhcir prisoner Grcqon' Paiamas,
Archbishop ol Saionika, aire:rcir. spokc of rhe ()ccLlpa-

tion of rirc Christiar-r \VesL a.s ine.,.itairlc,l* :-rnd ii.s ear-lr.

as 133-l the Bl'zantine cmperor had tregrrn t() tlll"n io tltc
popc f',lr i:clp ageinst tirc Oti,,:n.rn lflcnr-rr..], ltnLl lrr ,rridr'
thc Utlion ol thc Clrru'chc.s in rr'lLrrn l:ol lrss:si.ancc.
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\..,.rr.r6clcss, it \!irsn()l rrrrlil llre tirr,. r,l Ilrrrr.ziil I(1J39- itt tlreir tcb. lli,,rr ir!lin\l I)lrilip ll i. alr. irr Icrlcltrrr

l-lt)l) llrilt thc tilt,irl lrarl cclLsctl to eonccrn onlr llre fltg'scrrll.ttion. llrc Oll,rrrans illtachc(l illll)l,rllIr)cc l()

I]rzlrrltirrcL]|]ll]il'citn(lIhelJir|kirtt('()tlll|fic:;'llnCll)a(lcs1illrlis|tirl1
ir.,a,,,r," u [:rrr-opelur qLrcsli()n. lt rvas onlr, alter' 1]rc rvlto rrits itt plrlstliL r)l tlre silmc ainr arrtl sttl'rpotlecl llte

Otr()rnlns hail, in tlrc vears Irctrvccrr l-j93 ancl l3c)6, Unglislr in th. Lr'\':\nl lr-ircli insl(rLl ol F|ancc \\ hich hit(l

,"".1,cl:1 i,, orrc dir-cctioI] tlrc ;\clrintic ancl the Morca, conlir|rnccl to catlrolic policr.le In adclilion tlrer alrlars
iut(I, in thc othL'r'thc blrrks ol tlrc Dirn(lbc, th.rt llun!:.1r1' slxrnglr supportccl tlrc Calrinists irr FlL.rngar|r -

lurr.l venicc 1111s1c1-lrxrk (lclinitc zrcti()rr arncl !\,crc ablc to BLlj in 168-l tlrc.r..c.rlidr,nt Kar.a Nlustali pr..-

'1rrs!'lhc 
!V.stcln Cllristi!rn r.vt-rrlcl to ttnder-take a ct-tt- r'okccl a rrnitccl attuck ol the F-Lrropean porvers. The llttlv

,.tJc.1:'Iltc |cal qLlcstion.lt issue \!.!s lhe clispute {or League rvas es lablis h r.cl in l6ll-+withthepopralitshc.ld.
llr!'p()sscssi()n ()l C()nstlnlinople arrcl Balkans bet,"veen It \;s joinc.l b' RrLssia in 1685. Aftef fightine 

'n 
all

Vcrricc and lltrrtgarl'on tltc one hatrtl an(l thc Ottontlrns fr.onrs Ior. sixtecn 
'c.r-s. 

the Ott()n'^ns Iinallv hacl tcr
()p rltc otltel'. Nlcllrllccl Il, ri,'ho fcpl'cscntccl the cLrl-

lrir.rirIiot't o['thc p()licv o{'thc ./ihdtl. solrecl thc -cF
[)l'()[)lcnt in l'ni't-it-rif'thc OtLrlmans. He rtas
6altcd, lrou'cr ct', befttrc: Rhocles ancl

Bclgradc, thc- gatcs ot' thc Vleclitet't-ancan

.lrr(1 oI Centt'al ELtl'oPc''

\\'irh thc lall of' Bclqt'aclc in f -i2 i

lir..l ol'Rhodcs in 152? a new' stagc in
Il;,rst-\Vest relations bcgir.rs. In this pct't-
ocl an intpol't:tttt chlingc t;ikes pl:rce in
tlrc Ottor-lliIrl nllitr-rcle to tl're Jihdtl, r>r

t'ather in the stI-LtctLll'c .Jlrthc state. The
Ottoman statc \\'Lls n() longer a bclrclcr-
state ol gltn:is on the bor,rnc'ls of' the
Islamic \\'orIcl. It n()\\ e nrbr acecl the
r-I'rost i nrpo|tant colrntr-ies of- the Nloslem
\\ ()l'icl zrncl ltad in ['act become the
Clliphlrte itsell'. Even the powerftrl X,'lehrried
the Conqlrer-()r ( l-+5 1- i-+.! 1 ) in the letter sent
tr> the \,larr-rltrk SLrltan a[tel' the ConqLlr-st of

fi*s w cr)FrQur:r'or' ( 1-+51- l+31) thc Oilonran sul-
=;+1#"' [ans Llsecl the title oi 'Rr-rler ot' the Twcr

;:t,;"F Contirtcnts zrnd Trvo Seas'. B' crpanclins

acccpL cicl-cr-rl (Thc trcatv of'Call()\\'itz, 1699). Ttrc
't

./r/rtic{ u as n()\\' abanclonccl. \Vc hlr c sce n

Na'inri's []r-nnk expl'cssion ol this pacific atti-
tr-rdc. Irr thc 18th centur-v i\ustr-iar zrnd Rtrssiri
continLrccl thc attack. ln that per-iorL
Flance sLrppor-tcct tlic Ottonran cnrpile
becausc hall'of hcr commclccr cle pencl-
etl on thc Lc'u'arnl mi-rrket.s lincl alscr
bccarrse of thc irlliance against thc
Flapsburgs. \\'c h:ir,e bcl'or.'Lrs thc
beqinning oI thzrt E:rstcrn Qlrcstion
rr,hich u,a.s conLinLrallv govcrnecl the
pattcrn oI relatir>nships betueen of thc
Ott,>nrln cmpir-e and E,urope in thc
periocl 1700-1911.

From tl'rc timc of Nlchnred the

wcst\\'arcls into the Balkans anc'l east\var-cls into

NR
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Constantinople ( 1453) hact to recognize the posi- sutun snt€yman Asia fulinor Ottoman empile formed these t!\,o
tion o[ the Mamluk Su)tirn as plotector o{ ]Vlecca. lhe Magnificent .rreas into \vhlt t}rr-\ hacl been irr thc'davs of
to'facilitate the Fulfillment of the pilgrimage', (1520-1566) Erstern Rome-a united empirL'centered irpon
and clirimed lor himself onlr the dutv o[ supporting lhe the Straits. Just as the Ottonrans rvete obliged tr> rragc'
!/rA:1.s.ro Selim I ( 1512 1520) and Siilevman the Grear a long struggle in the Balkans, in Asia NIinor rhev also
i1520-1566), horve',er, claimed both obligations. had to contencl \vith a traditional political situation
Sulc'r'man sent militarv help to the Sultan of Age in rvhich had persisted for cenllrries. The SeJluk Sultanate
SLLmaLra against,the Portuguese and to the king o[ ofRarn, had in the l]rh centurr, bcen regarded as:r
CLrjerat in India,'' rvhile continuing the bitter struggle frontier province of the Great Sel;uk empire \\'hich mled
against the Hapsburgs in the Nlediterranean and in in Iran. The Ottoman principalitv is recorded in the
Central Europe. We see that by the mid-sixteenth cen- llkhanid f:nanciai registels as one of lhe fl1)nticr
turv norv the -/llirid has become lvorld-rvide and that rhe provinces of that empire as late as the time of Or-han
Olloman sLaLe was active on every front as the protec- Ghizi.
t,)rof the Nloslem lvorld. Onlv in rhe reign of Bivezicl I (13S9-l-+02) did the

At this point lve mlrst emphasize thar the guiding Ottomans attcmp[ to make themseh,es maste|s of thc
principle o[ Ottoman policv r.vas alwavs to keep the old Seljuk territodes ol'Anarolia. B^yezid applied ro the
Christian rvorld divided. In the 16th century ihe Caliph that he be grantcd the titic of 'sultan'ur- Rtim'10
Otlomans accepted. both the Hapsburgs and rhe Papacy rvhich the Seljuk Sr,rltans oi Asia llinol had borne, but
rvho were endeavou|ing to unit Europe, as their two at lhat time Timur was cmerging hom Lhe East rviLh Lhe
jrreconcilable enemies, and supported everv action ambitbnof reviving rheold \loneol en]pire in an Islamic
against rhem in Europe. Thc Ottoman illliance with garb. Timur laid clain to sotcreigntv over Anatolilr anri
France is rvell knorvn. Feridun's collection o[state papers demanded of Bivezid thar he shonld be recognized as
er)nlains a letter ot Si]levman to the Lutheran princes ovcrlord. Hc deteated Bivezicl neaI Ankarl in l-102. anci
', I Cermanv, written in I 5 52 ls lvher-e he l>ound himsell r'evived Lhe Ana to lian pdnc ipalit is as vassal stttes. r herc-
j)'"-,rath never to attack thcm as long as lhcv made corn- bv making the Ottoman realm a vassal srare likc thc
in(rn causc rvith his allv, Friince. The Ottorrans sLrp- othcr principalities. At this pDinr I should likc ro emphir-
pr;necl the acliviti!'s of :he relormersilll ovcr Europc. rize th.rr Mehmcd I (llli-l-l:l).rncl \,{ur.ed ll r112 l-
Tl)e let I L'r o I L'ncorr|age nr ent trhichrv.lssct-lr to Llte Drrtch l-151)Lhr-otrghout their.rcigns, rhar is to sar., !iI. I per.i-



r,.l ,rl irlr,,rrt lrrll :r ce ntttt'r', lcc()qnizt'tl ilrt' -l'itttttticls 
tts

tlre ir r,rr:t'lr.,t'rls. 'l irtiul-s sorr, Slui[tt ttklr, sotrglrl [() I)te -

scr'\c tlrc.sclIlt'nrt'nt',ilritIr iris Ilrtlrer']racl r.stlilili.s]tetl irt

,Asia i\lirror'. In a letler r'.ltielr lrc s.rnt to t\lelrnrccl I irt
l-+16, Sl'rahrirlilr r,,"'urnccl llurI lrc clicl not a1-r1'rrovc ol llr,'
Irctiorr crpcliirrc lris l-rrotlre rs lncl LrrritirrS- tltc tclr ittr ies

u"Iriclr '[inrr"rl lrlrcl grirntccl Io tlie rt-i. In t]re le ttcr ri ]tie h

Irc r.r,r'ole to Shiihriililr in l-1--ll-Nltrrlrcl ll, rilrilc aclclt'css-

irrg [rin'r in the le rnr.s iipl)r'olrriatc lirl tr r,assitl sor e te iStt

to his ()\crlorcl, claincc[ that the tct't'ilot'r rr]tie]t t]tc
Ottorr-rrurs leLcntlr. .sr:iz.ccl f r-<>nr thc Klrr:rnr:tnicls rvr't-c
rrot lrtncis grantccl lo lris br otircrs h.t -'f inrttt-.ll In ttnc

'"r,'t-rrd, the n, Llrc'['inrur-icls !\,e rL) still upholcling TinrLu's
.scttlcrncnt in i\naloliu ers latc zrs l-l+i. It is prccisciv in
this pcriocl tlrat tlrc traclilion ot'thcir clcsccnt 1r'ont Kalr
ancl OgltLL:. KltcLru \vlls ercloptcci ir-r, the OItout:.rrts. Uz-ttt-t

i-li-rsan hirrrsclt', nraster'o[' E:istcrn Asia Nlinor iin(l ir-an,
was claiming sovcrcingl,r ovcl thc w'hole Asia NIinor'
u,hcn N"ichrrrcct Il ire-ean to absorb thc i\nntolinn prine i-

pzrlitics frr.rm l.{tr I orrrt,arci. -f his Ttirkilcr"r sorclcign took
thc crpellcd pr-inces LrnclL-r hi.s pr-otc-ctiorr ancl ch:illcnged
ttrc Ottonran Sr-rltan. Thc troops r.r'hich he sent to sr-rp-

port the prince of Kararnan in l-172 pcnctrated into thc-

hcrart o{'thc Oltonr:rn lezrlnr. Orr this occasion thc
Ottoman Sr-rltan \\'as str-ong enough to clcfe:rt his rival
in the East ( 1473), ancl Anatr>iia teli clccisivelv unclcr the
s\\'a\r of the rnasler oI Constantinople.]l Thr,r, a politi-
cal situation rv'hich haci enclr-rreci tr>r' torrr- centlrlies in
Asia Niinor-, namelv the cicpcncience of Ar-ratoliar on one
of its great neigkrbors in the East, canre to an enci.
Ncve rtirelcss, rviren the Safavicls rosc to po\\,cr in Iran
at the beginnin-g of the 15th centuJ'\,, Ottom:rn sover-
cigntv in Anatolia lr,as again serior-rslr,' threalened; br,rt

in i5 l4, thanks to rhe skil[r-rl use of firearnrs, Selirn I
uas able to inflict a decisil'e biori'rtn the enemr'. Bv
occtrpvins the highlands ol'Easlern Anatolia hc piishc'cl
barck thc danger. The str-r-regle rvith lran in tl're 16th and
17th centuries \\'L1s piail,e ci on in
Transcaucasia, Azertreijan and Irak.l3

\,Ve must point out here that the
Wc'stern anc{ Eastern encmies oi the
Otloinans triecl ro establish contacts u,ill-r
one another. In pLlrsLlance of their clesiS*n.s

Lrpon the Ottomans, Timur sent lettet's to
the French colrrt, Uzun Hlrsan macle an
alliance with \Ienice, lrncl the Safavicis
sent c'mba.ssies to the Hapsbulgs of
Germanv and Spain. The Ottomans took
great care to foilo,.r, a policv o['alternate
,,var ancl peace in order to evoid hrtr,'ing
to fight simullaneous \\'ars on trvo h'onts.
Br-rt dr-rring the long \var arganist tirc
Hapsbr-rrgs in rhe vears of 1593- io0o Sl-rah
'.{bbis' ettack in .\zerbaici.jan iozcec-i rhe
Ottontans tr; irght rtn tuo fronL.s lit rl'ic
sAmc tinrc rr,'ith clisastrous col-]scqLrcr-)ccs.

Let r-ts nor,v qiancc ltt the e lrtirrgc: ir-i

tite i n Lcn-rai s Lrtrc t u le ul' th.' O t t, r nru u .s ut rc.

Thc Otr,>ntitns, in rtrcler t() il:lr-\'()n il
r',or lcl-',r iric strr,Lgglc in both lhc E,lr.sr :rnrl

\\'csl, \\r:r.r' r,lrli:lccl lo tnlitrtrrilr itll tlre rr rcsolllLu) ill tt

stlrtt' ol lrcr.nlirllcltl re it(l itte ss ;-rtrci tri tlrr' cl is1-ros.tl ,,1 :'
singlu rr ill. -l'lrLt\, lltc Ott()ntilrt sllrtc lrtotteltt itttr.' cris-
Icrrec l1r irl)\oItttc' iLtrcl ct'irt r irlizi t rg irttt lrori Lr', Io st.rcccss-

Itrl lr clugrcc suclr titut 1l1t'otctie iaLtts r.,i Lri',s,riLttu -lt)\.i'rt-
ulr'nI in l.,i-n'()[)r', ltlLstcttcrl lr) plcsc]lt il as ir ttt,,clcl.

In tirc curlr pc't'iocl, tite gr catt'st thrcat to tltc ccn-
tr.lil ;,trrthrrr.it' 9f ihc Ott6rrlirr frrc,l camC tr-'.,nt thc fr.oIl_

tie ls.ll 'l hc 1'rolrcr ol' tlre ()tLonr:1r) r-rrlcrs \\':rs con5ciort:-
lr ainrccl :it prcsct'r.'ing uotttt'ol bv tlrc ecntel'. Tltr-rs, tltc
('t'-lt,:qt.';, lr::iclct-s ol thc 1't'onlicr f ril'ccs \,\. crc pt'e ve ntccl
Ir'<;nr cstablishing inclcpcnclci'it pr-incip:ilitics in t[tc
nc',r'lr-y'oncltrct'ccl tcrritoit-es as, lot cx;.ntrplc, had hzrp-
pe ncrl in the prirrcipalitv o{'Gcrmiran. -l'hc bcg rt.ho con-
trollecl tlre bolclcr r-egiou oI izmicl u,as Osman Ghizi's
conrr':-rclc-in-arnrs, ;\kga-Koca. Or ltan :rppointccl tris orr n
son Sirlcr irran to g()\'c)'n tlrat lcgir)n, Llp()n tlrc clclrth o{'

Akqa-floca. Sr-ilernralr \\'Lrs llrtcl scnL t() govcrn Knrcsi,
tl-ie nrost inrportnnt nrltrch irlca conqtte rccl at'()Llncl l3-10.

ile then crosscc[ thc Dzu-dancllcs to crcatc titc marci'i
r,f Gallipoli ori L,rrropclrrl soil in 13.52. Plir-rcc Siiicvrnan
becirn-ic the most pori'eriltl LLc-ltegi ol' thc per-iocl ancl hrr
,,1'ould have beconr.' tlte nlitLrrai heir' lo thc Ottorttan
thr-onc if hc hacl not cliccl bcforc his fathcr in 1357. \V['rcn
Nlurird I ( 1362-1389) asce ndeci thc throne he- pl:rcccl ltis
most rcliiible oificcr', his tutor Lala Sl'rahin, al the ircacl
crI the bcrrcler-l'orces oi Rtrmclia as BegLerbegr or cont-
nrancler-in-chic['of' thc Ottonran f'orccs in E,Lrropc. Btrt,
even at that time tlrc rivalrl' benvcen the Be(1er-begr ancl
r.he Llc-lsegi-s rias er,iclcr-it. Thc {-rc-l:egi-s sccmcd to ha'u'c

pllrrerl lrr irrrportiint part in pf inec Slrre r's rcbcllion in
Rlrmelia in 1373. In the periocl ol'civi1 ual lirliou'ing the
firll of Bar,'ezid I in l-102 the L'c-begis gair-rccl c()r-nplrrii-
t i l'e i nden.- n.i.- n cc. The E r le nr-rz.-, rsh tril:-rt'r i n Ll'rc bo rcici'
region t-ri Sclres, P.rslra-\ igit aL i.skup;-rntl tlrc \lilrll-
and KLinrr,ilr-r-oehtrllan in thc Danribian Bulgar-il, sLlp-
portec-l, as ther' \\'ere, bv a/.1tct-;, t'lirti/t.s and -srTrrii lis, rvfrcr

- 

\\cl'c dir-ectl-r' b<tuncl to thetn pert'srttrallr',
[orn'iecl in eifcct "feucial" iainilies. It nis
thev rvi'ro plalctl thc precl<rminant role ir-r

the e ir,'il ivar betii'een i -103- ll I 3.

During the reign ot',\lr,rlacl IL oi ili9
timar-iols in thc region controllecl br lsa
Beg, the Uc-bc=^i of Usktip, about lo0 rvere
lris <rrvn kLils, slaves, anc{ r'ctaincrsl-- TI-r"
L' c' - b e,g i s m n dc o t'i vrt t c ;r 3-r'e c nr e n t s iv i I l-r

the ncishborinu [oreiqn sttrtes anci ler,ieci
klnrdc (ti-ibutc). Br-rt lirer. \vcre Lrnabie,
hon'evcr, to pl-csL'n,e lhcir folnre r posi-
tion in tl-re facq' itf llehnrc'rl II's (l+5 l-
l+31) r'isorr>Lrs qltd:.i pcrsonalirv unc-l

strong policr of ceniraiiz.ation. \lchmcd
lI irri-in:"rgccl tr., bi'ing the 11i/zrz l-ttgt'trtilun,
in ptilticrrlur', unrlc'r' his ct>ntro1.

Dtrr-in,r thc r-eign ,;t' \[e hn-ictl iI, thc
str'ongcst pr)\idl in Lire sti-ltr'resiclcrl itot
()n thc f'r'onticls itLrL in the ccntcr'-in ihe
Iq)r'cc.-r o{ i\r;l:r-rl,:tilun. \lorc rhlrrr l}n\
ot lrcl l ucior', thc l;iLl ( sllrr c ) sr sicri-rl"
t-'rrrLr|cri ttrc nttrir-ricltl-lllLc Ot tl'rc Jcnl']-'.rlJ'1lrl ;nrr-t I I 7Ln cenrury,

ii^..: &



.,ristccl at tlr( c()1r't pl Olhan. \\'lrcn, irr tlrc rcurs Iol- II as r clarrse in lris /tarlirirrrirld, ancl t]-rc abolili,rrr br

l,rrri !: li6l. !l nu|ltl)cIol centrzrl in\litirlir)ns wc|e sel tlrccrrd ol lhc l6ll] centlr'\ ol llr!: cLr\t()|l) trl scndingtlre

,,t, t,,lr."t tlrc- dtrnantis,,1 the greatll-csparndccl staLc, pr-incesouLtog()\unsuncaksirr-e lanclnrar-kson Lhe rvar'

1.ji-rrulsc \\ils nra,,lr tr, the ltrl 'tstcnr;And thc Jirnissan' to thc establishmcnt ol an absolrLte cenllal aLltholitv.
ibrcc, a paicl stan(iin!l i.lr-lllv oi ktlls pet srlnallv brlunci Lo Tlre Ottonran housc hard thus nrovccl lrom the o]cl'furkish
rhc Sultan, rv;rs esLabliccl. This iorce nLLmbered 1,000 triidition ol sore.cisntv, br rvhich the s.zc'..i!tt\
\\lrcn il \\'its lottnclccl' 6 7,000 uncle I Birvczid I (1389- belongcd.jointlv to;rll thc mcnrbcrs ol the rr.rling Iirnri-
l-10:), -l-5,000 trndcr NILrrir(l ll (1421-l-l5l) but in the- lr', to the old oricntal iclca ol indirisible and sacrecl
r.cign of Nlelrrrecl ll (l+51-1481) it incteesed 1,,8-10,000 :.rthoritv cente'ecl in the perso. of 

'ne 
ntler.l0

Thirnks tc.r Lhis force thc Ottoman Sul,lan r,vas alr,vavs Btrt fronr thc end of the l6th centurv on\\.aros, rnc
stlongcf than thc [-/c-begis Moreolr'r, rrhcnerer thc- bor- po\\cr upon r,,,hich this abso]trlc authoritv resLc-.I, namc-
JcI r'cgions wcre exposed lo po\!erfLrl en!-mv attacks' iV the palace .househoid an(l the Kapr-izillari grerv scr
rh!'suitan coltld use lhis central fo|cc to intr-rvene and nruch in infltfnce as to brinc the sLate Ltnder their or!.n
stlike thc decisivc bl,rrv, as for example, in the battles contr.ol. Tor'.rds l01gi l60cithe Janjssarics nLrn.rbcrcd
ol Kossova ( 1389) and Nicopolis ( 1396). Also these Ktrpr- sr:nre 35,50 thorrs^nd, and in I 622 rhev even murdercd
trrl/nrr literally the slavcs of the. Porte, rvere under the rhe Sultan Osmarn [I. As the KaprkLilaru gained com-
n.\t\1c ol yosak-kLt lir to enforce th-e Sulten's commands plerc por,ver in the state ancl appropriated the sources
a ncl c,t dinances in lhe provinces. j of re\, enue i n the provi nces to ilieir ,r\\'n use, the provin-

The Janissaries folned only a part of the Kapt cial troops began to resist them bv force, and for a

k ktrL. As early as llth centun the /rrrls ol the Sultan time in 1625, ur)derthe comnrirnd ofAbaza Ntehmed
incluclcd noL onll thc militarl force at the center but : Prshlil seized control orel r\naIolia. Tl.ris crisis of
illso an impodan I proportion of lhetrr ncirholdrngsipalis authorit.v'' lastecl until Kdpnilri }lehmed brought
in the provinces. After progressing throLrgh a deiinire .i. the situation uncler control in 1656. In the lTth
seriesofposts!vithinand\'\'ithoutthepaJaceservice'
trrls rvho had been trained in the palace \vere sent . ; .'. increased enormouslv in the capital and in the
ro c\ert corner of the empire as tim:rriors, rr/- ....,; . pfovinces, and rvho norv lbrmed a kind of mili-
b,Lslus. stutjak-begs and begler'&egis, thar is ...,, . t.,:.\'q tia, deposed Nlehmed IV and Ahmecl III. Onlv
rt., srrv, soldier-administrators rvho embod- , rj -j. ,j :i.\j aller the destnrction of the Janissaries

'"aii.-p.ri,*.i";J;.;.;;.';;,il;;'- ,-*i.;. li? ';;':.:,:.;, , - iezJ *"* ir'" padishah and the
;;'-;;Hi;:i'ih;;;;;;;;;;;il; ,:.: -ri*#r]trir,,i..:.r:il:;:.ii.,, I p"r"." 

"ur" 
i'."-estabrish an jncre-

in rhe imperial ua-inirrrurion L.l.n ' t tffizE ::=-"9 pendent authorirr orer the state
under Bavizid I. The process rt";;;;- i +;ll-;-*S a[fairs. NoL onlv the Janissaf'- force
pleted rvhen Mehmed II granted the htgh- but the other bodies making up the krl
cst post of all, the grand i,'izirate, to l<tt',s.
ln short, the increase oi the central and
r-ti;-.*ollrte ar-ithorjtv \\,ent hand in hand rv,itl-r
rhe cleveiopment of the kul-svstent. In enLi-
merating the reasons for the Ottoman Sultan's
superioritv over other fuloslem ruiers KemAl
Pashazdde emphasizes that, thanks to tlieir
/.zrls, the Ottoman Sultan \vere able to enforce their com-
rnands everu-where, absolutelv, but that rhey clicl not
allorv anv kuL to achieve a privileged position.

The Ottoman Sultans, particularlv Bavezid I and
\"le hmed II r,vere careFr,rl to remove local clvnasties and
,-,rclal lords in ali regions, and to abolish:iil local prir.'i-

,."cs.19 In the Baikans, the peasant classes, no longer
c()()peratine lvlth the pettv prrnces and lords r,vho hacl
pror,ed unable ro prorect them, became the subjecrs of
the Ottomans r,vith the status of dzimmi. Former local
militar-u- classes :rnd monasteries also Found it safer to
attach thenrselv'es to the nerv centralized svstem, rvhich
'-iirarrntced ihcir riehts over the prortoas end clnristiLL.s
'',,'hich ther,'held. In short, rhe central Ottoman govern-
';-:ent actc-d es a focus oI porvcr in the Ba]kans lvhere
'lrt''. rer,'ived the oid imp.'rial tpardirion'. Fr-om Anatolia
irrrr, ghazis, u/erna, arnd land-hLrngn' peasants nligrat..cl
in everr,'-increasing numbers to cnrcl thc service oi this
rci i abl c irilri c.\,;cf-erpa nd i ng po\\,e r. .\[r,r 1-g111.s1., t hc I nC()r.-

establishment chansed thqg originai char-
acter in the lTth centllry." In inr.estigat-

' , : inq the reasons for the ciecline of the state
anci the general chaos that prevailed, Kogi

Tugra, 11587), Beg pr-tls at the head of the list the break-
(Museum of Topkapi dor,r.n of this slave svstem.

Paiace, Archive E. 7777)

Finalh' w'e har,'e to consider the svstem o[
Iand-tenure. It is true to sav that tirc social incl eco-
nomic for-rndation of the centr-alized resiine of the
Ottoman E,mpirc \vas, as it had becn in other empircs
of the Near-East, a special sl'stem ttf land-tenlll'c r,vhich
ensured close control of all land holdings b1' the srare-r-r

State-or,vnership of lzind made it possible for the
central sovernment to control social order in accordance
rvith the aims oF state policv and to apportioll l-evenLres
according to these aims and the needs of the moment.
In pre-Ottoman times, too, under rhe Sellukids and in
Lhe B-vzantine empire, the state's control over land harl
determined the social and political strr-lctLlre of rh..
empire. Dtrrins the periocl of the deciine of these e flrprle,s
borh the land and the peasant had iallen uncler rhe con-
trol oI local ol-ficers <>r'r-rotables. Dtrring the ciirrs c>lt its
e.rpansion as it conqtrering po\\'er, the Ottoman entpir-c'
had been aL-rle to uni'u'ersnllv reenl'*irce thc plinciple .ri
.state-o\vnersl'rip oi'agriclrltLrr-al l;.r.r-rcl. .\s a nrle, it nb.rl-
ishecl the righr.s,rf' thc iolmcr irn,,ll,rrcis, both seciii:,rr.



rrlr(l lcligi()us, lrn(l l)r'\\ i\ c()rt(-lucI('(l l'egi()tl.\ iIS tvt'll .ts

llrnrls u'lriclt wet t' laler blolt,lltt rttttlt't ctrltivtrl iolt u'et t
llllrc..'rl t trttlct :llrlr.' t'ottl i ol.

In f at't, tlti.s \\'lts lt lht-ct'-tict srstr'lll (,f lltrrtl -tcllLll'c:
tlrc r-iglrt ol ()\\'ne rslrip ol t-ltc litttrl ulrs t'csct'r'ctl ttrt' tltt'
stnlc: tlrc 1'rclis:rrrt ltacl tlrc ri!.ltt t() use thc lallcl tt.s p('l'-
nriinun[ [r-]nilnl; ltctrrce n tilc tr,tO tt'its tlrc .srpr?hl r,i lto, :ts
tirn:rt -ltolclcr rtttcl t'c1-rt'e sctttlttirtr oI tlrt'sttttc, \\'zt\ t)tr1ll(.)\\-
crccl lo.scc Lhirt sLirtc's rig[rts \\'cr-c noL inflingecl. lt u'lts
[rc w ho r:ollcclccl pr-incipal lancl-tlire s anrl e nl'<;t'cccl lltc
lAu,s thut rr crc pras.sccl t() plcvcn I thc lanci bcirrg le lt
rrncultivatcd. Tlrc.srl,,r?lrl ori't:cl ccr-tiiin nriliLat-t'cltrtics lcr

tlrc slale, ancl uscd ccrLain [.\\cs hc cctliccteci i.is lris ptrr'.

ln stalc-s in u'hich :i nronc-\'econom.\'hacl not dcvclopccl
fullv, ta.rcs in kincl, rvhiclr lormecl lhc st:iLe's mzrin s()Lu'ce

of revenLrc, coulcl be collcctecl bv tar-f itrming: it rt'as thc
svste nr of tnr-farming Lh:.iL cnableci tiixcs in kincl [o be
convcrted into c;rsh [or- thc centrai lleaslttv. Btrt in tirc
Ott<rnran empirc, rvfrich, as a gltL:i slzttc, neeclecl gr-r'lIt

numbers ol'solcliels, Lhesc tares in kincl \\1ere not macic
over to tar-ltarnrer-s br-rt lcft as tirrrArs lo suppolt thc
siptiltis plerccd in thc villages. Tfir,rs, uncler- thc Ottorlans
the svstem of land Lenr-it-c, the tar s-'rs[em and thc nrili-
tzrn' org.rnizalions Forrneci an intcgratc-d u'hole.

It r.vas not diffictrlt for tlic- Ottomans to impose Liris

sv'stcm in regions of the Dtir Lr/-hnrD u,hich thev had con-
ciuered, that is, lrom the Bvzantinc r-ntpit-e itnd tlre
Balkan states. But, in the territoi'ies ol' the fornrer
Selltrklci slerte in An:-rtolia, ri'here land had been macle
over as ntiilk, freehold, and rlnlrl, piotrs fottndation,
before the Ottoman occupalir>n, at-id .,vher-e these lrans-
actior-rs had been confirmed b1'deeds dra,,r'n Lrp in accor'-
dance rvith the Shar'l rz, r'ar-ior-rs compromises had to be
reached.la The land-ori,ners were obiigecl to sr-rppil'
troops to the state br,'what ivas ca.llecl the eslzklrzcr svs-
tem. During the reign of BAvezid i (1389-1-102) state
c:onlrol over sucir land r.vas extencled: This is probabll'
one of the main reasons tor Bavezid's unpopr-rlarit_r,' in
Anatolia. Tl-re period trom his reign to the reign of
rv-[ehmed II rvas one of tolerance in this respect: The
internal crises of this period con-rpeiied the central gov.-

ernment to grant large areas of nttilk to influenriai lead-
ers in Rumelia as rvell as in Anatolia. These nttill<s, pri-
vate estates, r,ver-u- usuallv converted bv the owner into
firmily-r,vakfs as a precaution against confiscation. But,
impelled by his need for more troops, iVlehrned the
Conqueror, in lhe vears around I+76, brought most of
these lands back under state-o\vnership. He abrogateci
wakf's whlch evaded their pllrpose and which had not
been confirmed b_"- the Ottoman rulers. He confiscated
them for the state and redistributed them as /ilzzars. As

a result of this reform, some 20 thousand (?) villages
and estates were taken ou'er.-t5 This action caused thc
religious classes in particular to turn against the Strltan.
I pon his death, there vv'as a r,'iolent reaction and n large
proportion of rhe land that had been seiz.ed rvas returneci
to it.s former o\vr-refs and iuakfs'. BLit it r,vas not long
before thc old coLlrsc \"vas rL.slrmeci: During the reign of
Sriierman thc necd ir>r troops, thc increlsc. in popr-ria-
;iort, lnd tlrc bringinu ,;l etten.sirc ur'-,:.r: ,ll'nerr Ilntl
irndel'cultivation leei [o ] qt'clrl inclclsc rn lhc ltrca r.:ri

t lrt' st lr tr' clon nr i ns. Rccot'cl.s oi t ltcst' ltcl,-l i t iottltl lltttcl.,
t'cle t't url to lrs ilt'u:iti, ijll tlte teuislr'ts ol lllis 1-lt't'iocl.

Fronr tltt'e lrci ol'tlrt' l6tlt e ctrtttt'r'lltt alcLltc lttrci crtcl.l-
sir"'c crisis tlcveloltecl ir-r thc c()illtlrv clistricts, in llotll
ligricr.rltttrc untl llte sr stcttt of' lirnci-tcttLlt c. 'l'lrc rrrlitl I . iI-
s()ns lor titis uct'c iir-stlr', tlrc lloocl of cht'apct'silvcr- lt'onl
We ste rn Etrropc lt'orn lLltottt I .iEi) onrvltt'cls nltcl tllc cttsLl-
ing inllatiorr rvhiclr lirt'crv tlrc Ollonran financcs, llrc
ec()nonrv ol'tltc e mpir-e arrcl irclntirtistt'aLir,'c n'iachinc intrt
confirsi,>r-,.1n \\,lrcn the linrals sLrclclcnlr leli in ralr-tc, lltc
sip:-ihis lriccl bv var-ior,rs illcgal mcans lo c.rtot-t tttore I'c\'-
cnuc fronr tlrc pcaszrnts.

Scconcllv, thc halling-inclcrecl thc leccciing-of tl-rc ticlc
c,t'cc,ncifiest rvhich took pli.rce in this peliocl led to an
inccasc irr thc nLrnrber ol'canclidaLcs l'ot'lhc itililablc
timars uncl to bittel compe tition Lo accl-rire thcnr. Tirirc[[i,',
the KcLltt-l;Lr/lurt \\'erc tneinitgtng to appropriate tintLII'-
lancls everlu'lrerc ars prir,atc cslaLes, tl'rr-is makirtg the
shor-tagc of tintars still rr-role acllle . r\s a t'esr,tlt, man-\'
lancliess .solclicr-s :rnd rtne mplo-red tne rcenat-r'computtics
sel;ltati.s ancl srtrtuljtt.s, bcgan to t'Lrvage thc ,"'illiigcs itnd
tlv'ons as banc'liI glrngs; ltiter the-r' gathc-rccl arottncl lc-:rcl-

crs in stili greater force and crcn bcgan to clci'al govcfn-
ment troops sent ir.gainst then'r. Thesc rebcls at'e knon'n
rrncler tlre scneral nnnre of JeLdLi-s.r7 The kapt-kttllari toc't
,,vho u'erc scr-rt to cleal w'ith thcn-r \\/ere nr-r better than
another marauciins forcc- rvho al-fllctecl itncl plr,rnclcrecl
the peasantlr'. In the end, the continuing \\;ilr ancl in[la-
tion conrpcllcd the state to inrposc itrrrirr..-cractions lis
a regular and heavr,' monev-tax. All these circtims[anccs
inch,icec{ the peasanls, especiallr in Aneitolia, to abancion
their iands in dt'oves and flee to thc- ton'ns or join ban-
dit-gangs. This rnovement, urhich r.vars parlicr-rlarh, strons
in the vears trom 1595 to 1610 is knorvn to Otroman
historians as the Great Flight. In the same vears
the [rr-st serious atten-]pts at rerolt occtrred
among the Christian peasantn'in RLlmelia.33

During this great
crisis, the for-rnda-
tions on r,vhich the
successes of tl're
earlier periocl
had been
built-thaL is
r.o sal' Lhe
L i rn ar svs-
Lcm and

Turk 'ocrk ' ,n rhe Siege of Vienna, ( l5:.9)

li (5



tlrt. :r sf cltl of larltl-tclltllt'-crttrtllllccl il\\;ilv' Koc-i llcs: tr ltr'

i'...i ii.',,,'.'gt, tlre sc \ citt's, srtvs 'tllc titrrltt lr,ltlitls sr'l-

:i,;-' ..".."..1 t6 cxist ;.rrrcl tlrc Krr,ir-l;ttllttrr [*e 'c] 
.ll p,*-

.l.i,it'.-flrc sirrtc l'st its c,tttt''l ()\rcl-thc llrnc[ i' l]lc'

,rr,,, 
'pccs, 

ri llie ll .sLrbsctlltclltl\ pllssccl llrlge l.r. irtto tilc

i.,..,,,.i. t,l tlrc KttltL-l;ttllrtrL ancl.f inllLrcrrtilil l.c:tl pc,plc

colrncctcti u'illr lhc rrtilitarr cl:-tss'

'f lrc itlirz.ss lancls ol'tllc Paclishllh nr()r-c cractl.v ol'thc

cr,.tr-uI t.cilsLtn', r^"'hich f'ortnccl halttthc ter'it.rries ol the

f.'rlrir-d, \\ e l'e ge t'tct'alir {'ar tllcci.rlut '.ts ttttLl<atn'c leaSe s.

.\ l1r-g,.r i-rroportitln ol' thcse rtttLkaltt'rl \\'et-C t:rkCn Llp bV

,-rr.,.,., b.ir o [' tl-re nt i Ii tar-r' class. ln Ft.ll lor,r,'i ng vears lhis

cless, u hich hacl gainccl conlt'oi rlvet' the stiite donrains

irr nclclirion tct rrtrrl;trta r/ gavc- risc lo lhe al'r,]lt, pror,'iu-

.li"l ,,.ru,"t lcs, rvho lorclecl ov'e r the peasltntt r,'.3e The state

\\1s no longer ablc tO Carlv rltrt the lcgr-rlar lancl-sr-t1''e-vS

'cccssi,u'\' 
to le-assct't its conlroi or,'el the lzind. These

inlir-rcrrtial rt't,titts, u,hO tv'ere no\\' in faCt n-lastefs of the

lanrl, trcgan to miiinlain militat't' {tot-ces tvho tvere botincl

to tltettl llcl'sottallr..\: Ilt.'l-t'!'rrllrl tittlltt-ltolilirru tl()()[]s
\\,Cl'C lt()n-LrXislctlt tol llt.' rtrost llltlt, tht'st.r tt'tIlC()llt'-
Itgcrl tltt'sc loctrl ieltclcl.s u itll stl.()ll! rlrilitlttr l()r'(cs t()

ioirr tltc in-rpcriltl alrlrt\, ltttcl szlvc nliln.\ o{ t}rcrlt Lhe t'ltnk
ol paslui. In tlre l8tit ce ntul-r, in cvctr, pi.tlt (,1'tllc erlll;lit'c
Ihct-c grc\\' trp loc:.rl cir ttaslics u ]lo cot'ltrollccl lergt tt'itcts

o| tt r r t lccrr('iI-lar nrl atrcl po\\'c rf trl prit, atc arl'nl ies. I rl Ih is

pcriocl \\/c cLIn spcak ol. a I'codlilisation oi tlre e ntpirt'
similrrr to thitt scen in Ettr-ope. At lhc encl ol'thc iSth
ce ntLu--\' thc centralizccl cmpilc had ccitsecl to cxist. Not
Lrntil N{ahntttcl Tl lttLitrciecl a nctv al'm.\ :rrrcl pr-rt dc.'vvn thc
local a't'itt.s one bv one wlls it possiblc [o t'c-cstablish in

Sorne clegrc.e, at least in Arratr-rliit:ltlcl RLrmclilr, i.rtr cnrpit-c-

that r-ccctgnizccf Ihe ar-rthorii.,,'of the centrerl govetnntenl.

Tlrus I'at'w'c hlrre tricci to clcscribe the devclr-rprne nls
thnt u'e consiclcr the most ir-rndament:rl aspccts of the
Ottoman histot-t', nirntclv ghzrza, power lcIaticlnship ri,'itli
the or,r tsicle lvollcl, ccntrzrl ar-rthort-,,' anci fir-rallr', laincl-

[enLrrc, as the basis oI sociai str-ucture oi the elxpirc.
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