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Document 3 Tax Collection, Embezzlement and Bribery
in Ottoman Finances
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he three Ottornan documents tliscussed irn.l published here corr-
cern the ernbezzlerne l-rts ilncl rnirlpractices of C)ttrltnatr finirtrcc of-

ficiirls in Syrian Tripoli, ancl the proccclure s tl're g()vcrnnlcnt fi,llor.r'ctl to
reco\/L'r rhe treirsury's loss. Tl-re first c{ocrrnrenr is ir secrct re}-r1111 to thc
Porte on the embezzler)lents for rvl-ricl-r rhe dferdar Ali llcs \\'ls rcsp()n-

sible. The seconrl .leals lvith thc irctual procetlrrrc oi ir-rs1'rectiot-t itntl
invesrigation r-rserl [o uncover rhe e nrbezzlenrcr-rts itnrl rcc()\'cr the stolct-r

furr.ls. The thir.l consitlcrs rax firrms in rl-rc lute-sevcntcenth cel)tur\'.
An :rnalysis of these ,,loctrments, rvhich corrfirm c()rrrenlporilr)/ ohse rvl't-

tions ab..rut the rviclespreircl prirctices of briherf i'rntl eurhe:zle nretrts irr
Ottornirn ach'ninistmtion.l first clernitn.ls a cliscussiort of Otttrtnutr Tri-
1-roli.

Tripoli, the Main Port City of Syria-L,eb:rnon

Urrder the Ottornans, Syrian Tripoli beciure the 1-rrincipal p1rp1 fcrr iru-

ports ancl expc'rrts to ancl from Aleppo ancl DamascLrs. ln rhe secontl half

I Orrtrmirn n.rcnrrrrirrlists, inclLr.lirrg Koqi Bc1 (l(i.s,ilc, A. K. Aksiir le.l.l, lt))t), pp I I, I l, +6, +9,
(r0, irrrrl 71-74),l-inJ hrilrcr)'tlrc rrr;rin crrrrsc ol.thc trotrhlcs iri ()tt.rrttrrtr rrrlttrittistnrtiort. Iri lri'
rcLrlion.,.lirrr.l 159(l,VcrrcrirrrrBiriloMirIil.i,:r,,sl1'stlrrrtthcgrrrrr.l vc:rnrle i:,r[.tlrttc.l tltr,ttr]rlt
e iglitl'-thorrsirntl golcl picccs, irrr,-l the tinrrncc nrirristry thr..rr.rgh lirrty- ,rr titiy-tltotr.rrtt.l. ()rre e

irr tlrc oliice thcl' rc.lccnrc.l tlrc l'trilre lll()l-r('i'hy tirking l,ril.cs l,,r o(ltcr nrir.ior itl)l)( )ir)trlr('r)t\ \{)
tlrlt irll ,rllici;rlr u'crc irrvt,lvc.l irr l-ril,cr') (cir,-'.1 1.1'N. Jorg:r, ( jcsrhicht.'.1.'s,,rtttrtttis,.ltr'rt ltr'rr'ltcr,
vol, 2 [()othir, l90ijl, p. 2(rS). ln ir lctrt'r to tl1" L1tt*, rlrtc.l I ] lvlirre lr I(rtl7, l:re rrclr itrrtl.rt::rtrLrt'

L)e Sirlignuc u,rote: "Voila, Sirt-., cc t1u'll 1,ir icv.le n,,uvc:ru tlut ltr:t lugcr i \irrtrc lr'lirjcttt-l

I'estlt .lc cc gntrt.l Ettr1.i1r' ()ir t()utcs cl)r.rrc. .lelirillcnr; uutis :urtt,ut lcs Ir,rttttttcs .lt .,,ttlttt;ttt.lr"
ptrpt ct I'irrgr'rtt,1rri l;rit rls'il lirut .1rr'ilt te scrvcnt Jc l.crr..rnrtt: tri's irtcrtp;tl.lt'', tt 11tti, p1 r111

rcc()Lrvrcr.lc I'irrgcnt rls lrrcerrt nrillc rnjusticcs er ruirrertt tiruI lc l]ll)'5" (citcJ l'1 r\.lcl I'rrr.rrl,
I lisroirc drr Lih,ur du X\/ll'.siiclc,) nr.r.s jr.rurs, r'r,[. 1, L Liharr rrrr trrttlrs clc Frrfthr'-cJ-c.lin 1/ ( /-59t)-

l6-3,3i (l'aris, lgii), np. 5l-t2). On l,rrl'cr)'in thc Ottorrurrr crtrPllL' >t'r.'Altutc.l lt{trttrctr,
()srnrinI Dcr,l,:tintl.' Iliigler (Ankirra, I 969).
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of the sixteenth century European trade shifted there initially because

tl-re ship tax for foreign vessels was lower at Tripoli than at other ports.2

Then, a new regulation was issued in 1571 (see Tables I and ll) which
ordered large European ships departing from this port to pay 614, middle-
sizecl ones to pay 200, and small ones to pay 75 akges.lnterestingly, this
regulation was agreed to, after long negotiation, by the Ottoman cus-

torns agents and European merchants. Only then did the sultan approve

it ar-rd make ir law. By 157i the ports of Lazikiye (Latakia), Cebele
(Djbail), Banyas (Banias), and Antartus were dependencies of Tripoli,
rnaking a customs zone of that part of the Syrian coast.l Tripoli became

a principal port for the import of European textiles, woolens and silks,

minerals, tin and steel; and the export of spices, raw silk and cotton. As

the sixteenth-century Ottoman regulations make clear, ships visited
Tripoli from Venice, France, Chios, or Cyprus, the latter two of rvhich
were irnl'lortirnt trrrnsit centers for European lnerchants rvho did nor

hrn,e capiruLlrory guarantees for trade within Ottoman dominions. ln-
.lee.{, mosr European states usecl these islancls to import their goods and

trbririn orienral goocls. The French in L5I7 anrl the English in 1580

obtirined capitulations from the sultan and began to frequent the port.
The Tripilli regulirtion even rnzrkes spreciirl reference to the corals of
Tunisia. ln firct, rvherr the merchants of Marseilles hacl obtaineci the

rights to corirl fishing off Tunis, they took most of tl-re coral to Alexan-
tiria irnc-l Tripoli to exchange for spices.

Spic.'s frrrnr Tripoli competed rvith rhose irnportecl frorn Lisbon on
the French market. Soure of these spices, lirndcd at Marsei[es, founc-l

the ir \\,:l), irs f lr us R,rucrr irncl Englancl.4 Even ar Antu,erp, thc Europeirtr
cnl|'r1v;irrnr f,lr spiccs rrn.lcr Splnish contr()1, the Lr:r,irut spices rtrrivttrg
regularli'c()ulpctcrl u'ith those coming frorn Lisbon. After the Englisli
\\'erc grilnted cirpirr,rllti()rls, thei/ trlso irnpc-rrted large quantiries o[ oriet'r'

tirl goorls, mirinly frorn Tripoli. ln Mrr,,, 1609 an English ship frorn Syria

hir.l a cargo rvorth erbout 150,000 crowns in silk, incligo, garll-nuts and

c()trr)n g.locls.t Thc Otrornans permittecl the English at Tripoli to buy

()rrre r Lrrtf r lJ;rr krrrr, X\'. rt, XVl. A.srrftrr&r Osrrr,rtrlr ltnparatrrrlr{untlt lirai Ekortornitlirt I lrrIrrJ<i

r,.' \lrrli Esa.rlcrrr (lstirnbLrl, l94l), p. 2 I I.
F()r l c()nrpilrrrl,le :t,ne in *'estc'nr Anrrtr.rliir, see Dirniel Oc,ffnran, I:rnir rtnrl the lrlontine Mrr[J
( l-550-1650) (Seartle, l99tr).
Ft'rnan.f Brrru.lel, The lvlet)ienanean and rhe MediterraneonWorA in rhe Age of I'hilip ll, r'ol' I

(l-lurprr & Ros', 1966), pp. 54i-48.
Calendrr ry' Srare Pn1.,ers, l'enice, vol. l Z ( l-rrnJon, l BB0) doc. 497.
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even cotton and cotton yarn, which were as a rule among tl-re goods
prohibited for exporr.6

Goods caravaned from Iran and Syria arriving at rhe Tripoli rnarket
were subject to the scales tax (see Table Ill): valuable goods such as silk
were weighed at snrall precision scales (mtzan) ancl bulky goocls such as

cotton or leather at big scales (kontar). The scales tax, which wirs
much lighter than custolns duties, correspondecl to rnarkerplilce dtres. ln
acldition to the scz-rles tarx whicl'r seller ancl buyer usually shzrrecl e.1ually,
a dragornan fee (tercilmaniyye) at the rare of 0.75 or 1.5 percenr ad
qtalorem was to be paid for every transaction berween a Eurclprean nler-
chant and a Musliul or a Jew. Many Europeans, hr-lwever, seeln to have
concluded their transactions in Damarscus or Aleppo and thus clid not
pay the taxes in Tripoli.

Tripoli's tracle rvith ocher parts of the enrpire wirs irlso irnporrirnr.
Coods frorn Egypt inclucling rice, henna, clatcs and all kincls of ckrth
imported by sea paicl a custolrls duty of 2 percer-rr. !7hen weighed irr rhe
governlnent scales, they paicl in addirion one n/<ga scales tax uncl one
a/<Ea pen-fce.

Goods loaded on ships at Tripoli destined frrr Ottornan anc] orher
Muslirn countries also pairl this 2 percellt cust()ms.lLrry. Abslslut'tr sr.r1-r-

plies of olive oil and alkali ashes ir-r Syria sup'pIietl irn active soirp indus-
try in Tripoli irnd other Syrian rowns. Tl-rc region exporrcd large
quantities of soap to lstanbul ancl other pi-rrts of rhe ernpire. The cusrorns
duty rvirs tu'o gold pieces for eilch box of soap or ten ckgas 1-re r /ccnfur of
soap. Four state-owned soirp ftrctories thirt existecl in Tripoli lrcfbre 1571

strhsequently shLrt ckrwn, ilpparently ils u result,rf courpctiriorr fronr pri-
viltc s()lll) fitctttrics. L)nc-tlrousittr.l /turtru's (ir[,,rrrt f ifiy-six tons) trl'stxrlr
were sL'nt to the iruperiirl palac-e ir-r lstanlrul annLrirlly.i

In atltlitior-r to rvool, Tripoli irnporterl from Anarolia comcsri[rlc g,rtlds
such as dried fruit, cheese rrr-rd honey for col-rsurnption in Syrian citics.
These goods were subject to a l"righ rnte of custorns duty (5.5 percenr cri
ualorem in 1571).

The spice tracle remairrecl the most important brirnch of internarional

lr'1Li[.rlrat S. K0tiik,rglu, O.srrrnrrli-lngilir /krisarli lv4iirvr.scbcrlcri (lr553-16/O) (Arrkrrrrr, 1974),
p. 1 7, n. 4j.
Ba;blrkrrnIrk Archives, Istirrrbu[, (Jsuranlr Arlrvlcri, Fcketc Tasnif i, no. 165. On s,,rr1.r llrlrlrr-
Iacture and tnt.le sce E. Ashtor, "l-he Econornic [)cclirre .r[ rhe ]vli.lJlc East during rhc Latcr
M idJle Agr-s," Asian ond African Snrclics I 5 ( 198 I ): Z 5 i-86. Soap 1n1qli111g tlourishe.l in Trit.oli
and orher S1'rian t()$'t)s unrlcr the I"larnluks. Venetians ancl other ltalians learne.l hrrrv ro rnirkc
it in the nriJ-ftlurtecrtth centurf irtrcl hecarne exp()rters to Egypt an.l other plirrs ()f the Lt'r'lnr
in the fifteenth century. Cirera u,as rhe cenrer of soirp irrtlLrstries irr lraly.
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trade throughout the sixteenth century. Along with precious textiles,
rau'Silk uncl precioLrs stones, tracle in spices was big business in terms of
c:rpital iuvestrnent and profit margin. "Capitalist spirit," Hennann Kellen-
benz pointerl out in a Etrropean context,u "found in the commerce oi
peppcr tlrre of its nrttst importirnr fields of ircrivities." To a grear extenr
tl-ris sraterner"rt also irp,pIies to rhe Ottoman world. Accorcling to the
Bttrsrt c()Lrrt recorrls of 1480-1550, the lvealthiest rnerchnnts rvere those
involverl in rl-re spice tratlc and, next to silk, the largest capiral invesr-
rller-rts \\/ere in spices.e In 1479, for ex:rmple, Khodja Surur of Aleppo
l'rrrught to Bursi'r rhe ecluivalenr of 33,242 akEas (665 gold coins) in
pepper irntl the cloth of Yernen; and anorhe r Aleppan rnerchant, Hajji
Abu Ilirkr, in 1500 irnportecl spices virlr.red ar 200,000 akgas (4000 gotd
coins).

As rvc l'ravc sccn, the Otromans acqlrired reve nue from this rich conl-
lllcrcc rhrr.tugl-r it scries of regulatir-rr-rs. Our three .]ocumcnts help us

giluge their success.

Document I
[)t)Cunre rrt I (see tircsinrile I ) corncs from the Tirpkapr Pirlace Archives.
It beirr* tto rlirte . Trl rlate tlur ckrcr.unent we hi'rve to identify rhe defterclar

Ali Bc1'arr.l i[.,rirhinr Pirsha, the govern,rr.l0 Defrerclzrr Ali Bey appears
ttr ltrtve bccrr lt tl'rc slu-le rime ir rralir al-antwal, a high official sr.rperv'is-

ir-rg thc t'inirncilrl itffrrirs in u l:rrge irrea. The one rvh.r rniry bc or.rr

lbrahini is Mrsrrlr-:ir.lc il.,rirl-rinr, the gtlvernor clf TripoIi in the ],erlrs
ItrSl-tl7/1671-76, u,lro hit.l to flee ro Egypt up()n rhe uprising of the

|tiPtrlittiott ..lf Tripoli.ll lrr tl-rc eigl"rtcenth crlltury, rhcre u,r're Ihrr:e
llrrirlritrrs tvll..r s,cre g()\,t:rrx)r of Tripoli (irr rhe )'e?rrs 1119/1707,ll39l
1727, lnrl ll4711734 respcctive[i').12 However, the lou' rirte of the
"rcgistriltion ft:e" (firur alcans) ciretl in tl're cftrcurnent anci its referencc to
tltc s1'rigc trrtr.lc in Egypt irncl Syria uray ir-rtlicirtc illl earlier,-latc. lnsh,rrt,
..rur .krcunlcl)t cann()t be conclirsir.'eIv clatecl.

S H. Kcllcttl.rri:, "L.s lri'rcr Frrggcr ct le nrirrchd interrrirtionrrl .lu 1.1ri1'1c' ilutr)rrr Jc l6t'ltl," An-
ntrl.,i, E (.. (-. ll( l96S).

tl ll;rliI lrt,rlcrk, "l]trr:ir ilnrl tllc (l()nlule rcc trt tlre Lcvrrrtt,"./,rrrnral rr/ tAr Ec,lr,,rnic rrrt.l S,rcial
I /ist,,rr r,/ tlre ( )r'rorr 3( 196sr): I I l- I i.

lC \1.'lrrrrc.l Siircrr',r,Sr,ljil/-i()-srncrrri(l:tirnl-ul. llt-tilfl.),1-p.91-l65.Thcirrrrlr,trlisrsrrnrrurl.cr,rl.
ll.t';rlttttt l':trlr;r' rvlr,, l.c.iulrc govcrlr()r ttl'[)rrrul.crrs o1 friplrli. Orr thc dc/lcr,[rr, rct Nl. A.
[]:rkhir,Th.'()ttrrnr,rnI)rolrn.-'.,rr./'l)rnlrr.scrrsirrthcSi.ttcorthColtr.r\(l]eirut, It)ti2),pp. I4l-6l.
Sttrct vir, Sr.llrll-r ()srr,uri, p. I I J.
Siircl 11, -\iJiill-r ( )srn,rnr, pp. I lli, I 2 7, rrn.l I -i6.
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Translation of and Commentary on "A Report on the En-rbezzlements

of the Defterdar Ali Bey:"
1. He had two-hundred fusha of soap modr in the name of the fisc and sold

them qt 9500 akgas per fusha , the rcnI sale price anroLlnting to

I ,900,000 akges.

Comment: As noted :rbove, Tripttli wils perhaps the Inost irnptlrtant
centcr of soap r-nanufacture ir-r the empire . Thcre were st:tte -()wtrctl stxtp

factories in Tripoli.

Z. He leqtied rcro kharA dj in one Jear in the " Arab Land." In addition he

Lewied four akgas from [each pcrsorr subject roJ kharildj for his ott,n

pocket.

Comment: lt is uuclear how he could collcct kharAtlj <>r djiTlot I rwice tn

a single year. Apparently, the defterdar,rrs ttalir crl-antwal,l'ttttsr har'e hircl

an extensive jurisdiction over the erltire non-Muslim popul'.'rtion in the

Arab provinces. Tl-re next paragraph confirrns that, as far as custotns was

concerned, he had such a jurisdiction over Damascus, Aleppo, Egypt,

Hamir and Beirut.
Since l5Zl there acrually existecl un office o( defterrlar of the Arab

provinces-the ArabDefrcrdan.14 As for the four-akqcs fee for thc dcf-

rcrdnr, we assume that a four- akEakatibiyye or registration fce went to
rh,e defrcrdar in this period. lJdjret-i lcitabe t was onL' para rn l69l.l5

3. He senr me amemo (rezkire) asking lolew ct{stonls dury cm allknttls of

spices soLJ in Damascus , Aleppo, EgyPt, Hruna rutd at the port of l)cirttr .

Cotnplying with it, kaiis arrd emins began n le+,J the mx. [Ali l3cl/

delic,ered another memo n the merchants, who paid bribes n him, au'

thoriTingthem not to pa1 customs dury (gtinirtik) '

Comment: This rnay be a clue for the document's early drtte. The Srlirces

menrioned were acrive in spice tracle only until the 1630s, wherr the

Dutch ancl Er-rglish torally diverted it to the Atliintic. Neverrl-reless,

prior to rhe sevenreenrh century the regional defrerdars enjctyecl u'i.-lc

I I See I-lalil irralc'k, "Djiz1'a," Ercyclopaediaof Iskun,2tl cd.; ,ee als,, [)aniel Colltuirn, "The Je rvs

of Salctl anJ the lv{akrrr' Systcttr in the Sixteenth Centtrq" A Srutll'trf Trr'tt f)()crlrllcnts frt'rtt thc

Ottoruan Archives,"Julnral r-,f Otttrnurn Strulics l( 1982), 8l-90.
l4 See Bakhit, C)tt<.rtnrttt Prt.ruittce of Dunoscrts, p. 144.

l5 lnalcrk, "L)1izya."
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respgnsibiliry in marrers of cusroms in the places under their jurisdic-

tion. There was no tariff in that period.

4. Accepting in bribe an orchsrd worth two-huncJred-thousqnd akgas, he

hestow,ed the office o/ emane t n the Emin Ahmed, nicknamed Bitlti,
whc,t actuolly owes the treasury a debt of five- or six-hundred-thousand

akEas.

Comment: Emanet or the office of emin (comn-rissioner) implies a fi.
nancial ability antl responsibiIity to perform, temporarily or permanently,

a governrnent job with complete trust and control. As a rule, an em^rn is

a public agenr rvirh salary. Procurement of materials for the palace or
army, or supervision of a construction work, was entrusted, with suffi-
cienr funds, ro an emin, who had full responsibility and authority to
crrrrrplete rhe work. He then presentecla detailed account or muhaseberc

rl-re finirnce minister. An emtn was expected to have the expertise and

expericnce necessary to accomplish the job entrusted.
An alternative ro gntonet was ihitam, in rvhich a private person under.

took governrnenral rvork under contract. A third possibiliry was that an

enrirr assume,-l a job in accordance rvith conditions negotiated with the

go\/ernrnenr. This rrrrangelnent is called emsnetbaihiram. As a director
of fir-rrrnce, rhe provincial defrcrdar carried out his various responsibili'
ties through rhe services of emins or mr.ihezims.

5. The fillesal profirc] he hru nade on the raw silk produced on the moun'
trrins rf Reirrrr is so con.sidcrable thatno estimate canbe made. He cannot

clerrl it sirrcc it i.s /cnotun to e+,er)bodJ.

Comment: l-ebanese silk became an increarsingly important export after

the mid-sixteenth century! rvhen European countries (France and Eng-

lar-r,-l) esrablished their own silk industries and began to consume more

and more silk cloth. Ahhough most silk supplies arrivecl by caravan

from Iritn to Aleppo, Bursa ancl lzrnir, where European merchants pur-

chasc.l rhem. u'rrrflrre bctrveen the Iraniirns nncl the Otromans sonre-

tirnrs scvere.l rhe r,rutcs. The resuItant high prices stinrulltte.i ancl

cotrsirlcrirl'rI y expirn.lc.l Lr banese si lk prociuc rion ( see helolv ).

(:. Hc al.st.r arnc.sserJ u t'ornmc throrrgh grlts (prsh-kesh).

Comment: Offering a gift, prsh-kcsh, to a superior was a Mi.'l.-lle-E:rstem
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traclition dating back ro ancient Iran. lr signified the allegiance arrd

renewal of loyalty between patron ancl client or ruler and vassal.l6 Any-
one coming into the presence of the sultan or of a state dignitary hacl tcr

present a prsh-kesh. The cLrstom was often abused in order to extort sub-

stantial gifts frorn anyone rvho hacl clealings rvith the government. ln
this cuse , it deger'rerirted into a nlere bribc.

7 . Taking a bribe, he assign ed an nfidel by rhe notne of Lut'i7o a public

office in the ciry of Tripoli with a daily solary of fifrcen akgas despite thc

fact thathe was in deh in the emount of 2,800,000 akgas to the sultan's

[n'easuryJ.

Comment: Frorn the establishmenr clf the Otroman Empire ilnyor)e,

even a non-Muslim foreigr-rer, who rvirs financirrlly secure coulcl be en-

trustecl an ernanet t'tr ihizam. ln thc fifree nth century rnarl), Ge trt,c.sc itnrl

Verretians scrve.l thc Otroman g()ve nlment us cmitts irntl rtriilrclints. So,

tl-re appointnenr of Luvizr) wus not exceptionrl. What the iufrrrmer
found suspicious was thar Ali Bey aprpointed Luvizo ernin rvirhor.rt fi-
nancial security.

8. Also , nkingabribe, he appointed anodvr frenk by rhe nalrTe of Anron
Griman as sintsar, or the head of bozaar brokers, w'ith a salary of ten

akgas , desltite the fact that he u,cs itr debr in the amount of 1 ,200,000
akEas fn rlte sulrarr's treasury].

Comment: A srrnsar (frorn Latin censarii) supenu'ised the dellrils, tlr hrct-

kers, ir-r thc l-luzairr u,ho werc re.spronsiblc ft;r sclling the rt're rchlutts'c()rlt-
rnodities at tr just price fbr the seller ilnd [.uyer. While brokers \\'crtt

arouncl the bzrzaar area, sirnsars remained irt a fixcd locariou :o be avlilit-
ble ancl hear complaints. Thus, a sim.sor occupied a strategic pttsitittn in
the exchange of imports and ex;,orts in the bazaar. Tl-re :rppc-rinrtuent of
an ltalian, possibly a Venetian, rnight have been a wise choice in tl-ris
CASC.

9. I)urirrg his office c.s nelrrct, axtrcun't)inar^y leuic.s (:rn,rrri;) hrtt,c be'ctt

collectecl thrce tnnes . If an nucstigcuir;n is rnnd a , elr itnttre tt.se rttrtr.rutt t rtf'

moner [acquiredfu illegalrrterirrs] will coma our of him.

l6 Onprsh-kcsh,scrFl,rlillnulcrk, "()ttt,urrnArclrir';rINlitt,:rirrlsrrttl'4illctr,"irtl]crrirrrrrirrtlrrrtr.lc
anJ Bcrnirr.l Lcrr.is (cJs.), CAri-srians ttrtrlJeu's ui tlre Ottorrurn Ernpire, (Nes'\irrk, 1982), t.l.
447-48.
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Comment: In Ottoman finances, the neqaret, or office of na7ir, repre-

sented rhe highest authority supervising all kinds of fiscal matters in an

area. The intent was to guarantee the fairness of operation, and particu-
lrrrly to protect the interests of the sultan's treasury. The collection of
awarft was a complicated operation, which lent itself to bribe taking and

cxtrrrtions.

IO. Winning the favor of ibtaht^ Psshafor the warden of thegarrison at the

fortress of Tripoli (acertainHaydar Agha) whose annt+al solary was only

six-chousarrd akgas , [Ali Bey] secured his appointment to a subaqrhk o/
twenry-five-thousand akqas a Jear.

Comment: Since those entitlecl to receive timor or zi'dmer slots were

alil'rrys rnuch greatr:r thirn those available in the provinces, there was

rrhvirys ir fierce cornpetition fcrr such prebends. Consecluently bribery
:'rnrl iuvoritisrn flourisl-recl here perhaps more than in any other branch of
Ottoman arlrninistrirtion. I ?

Document lIls
Tl-ris is a suurmarized version (see facsirnile 2):

Or.lcr to thc ka.li of iz.lir-r (Zitrrni) irr Greece: since ir be came neces-

silry t() cxun'rine rhe accounts of the /<hass revenues of rhe Baclracijik
(Muslilii.L{in) by the narnes of Mustafa and Ali Bey from their books of
daily rec,rr.ls (niifret)at defrcrleri), I orrler that irt the irrrivirl of nry servi-
tor (kul) so irncl so you shor,rlcl call to the court the aforesaid emins and
orher persons rvh.r rvc-rrked with them and examine their books of dnily
records and make further investigarion on the spot rvhenever it is 1-rossi-

ble.
You rvill recover the sums wl-rich rviI be founcl owecl by thern to the

treasury from rheir accounts ancl embezzlements upon ttre legal investi-
grrtiorrs at rhe court ancJ sen.l rhem by rny servitor to tl-re Porte. You rvill
see rvherher the tithes were levied and stored in rhe srorehouses or are

stiil on the raxpayers. If they say that they are not yet levied, )'ou shall

call to the cor.rrr the persons in debt trncJ investigate arrd detennine how
rnrrch rhe1,ou,e in tithes and rvhether the arnounts cleclared correspond

l7 Scc lJc/geLr 2.34\ 1965): I lB, doc. 7.

l8 Illtbirklrrlrk Archives, Istru'rhul, Osrnrtnlr Argivi, Maliye Ahkirn Ilegisrer.
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to the rectircl.s in tl-re sLrrvey lrooks. If any eurbezzlernent becr>mes e vi-
.lent yoLr will usk my servitor ro ler.'y ir in full. lf they say rl^re tirhes are in
the storehouses, you will ask the peasllnts to c?rrry thern to the port of
lzdin ancl see tl-rat they i,rre scllcl to the ships coming to purchiise grrrirr.
There you rvill see thlt r1() ()ne froni oLrtsitlc offcrs to exchungc his grair-r

ulrtil all govcrnnleltt gririn has lrcen cclnrplercly sol.l.
A copry signecl irtrtl sealed by rny trerrsLlry det'terclnrs of rhe lirtcsr sur\/e y

bottk of Trrhirla (Tricct-rla) u,l-rich tlrc eniirt survey()rs hatl brtlLrght ro nry
Porte is setrt to yoll. Ii tlie nerv estimiltes ()f the reve nues f,rr thc uforc-
saicl clistrictshou,s itrr irrcrease y()Lr u,ill take proper care t() offer the rnrr-

lcato'a to the aLrction irn.l fin.l a re liirble c()ntrilcror ro un.lcrtakc ir. \'oLr

shall urake al c()ntract for one yearr trncl r,,,ill r-rotify the treilsury in IstarrbLrl

of rhe narnes of tl-re contrActor aocl his sure ties 'uvirh rhe fLrI trr-ur'rr-rnI ot
tl-re sutn agre crl Lrpon. Fr>nne rly r.vhen tl-rc aftrrcsrrirl ritarne t (of Batlnrrljrk)
iuclorhet'soLrrccs of rer,'enr-re ir-r rhe ka& of Trrhrrlit us ll,cll irs rhe vill:rge
of Iblank] in the district of L)tjnrckc \\'cre inclu.le.l in thc in'rpcriirl /<Aas.s

they ri,erc given r-ru.ler colrtrilct to the aftlresirirl Muslihirltlin (MLrstlfir),
but rrr the present tir-ne they arc sepuratcrl fi'om the inrperiirl kha.s,s irrr.l
tl-reir bestou'irl to thc'sipahis is ortleretl. lf an1' revellut: lccnrcs ir-r thc
intervcnillg pe1i11.l Lrntil rhey are giverr ro thc.silrrrhis 1',rrr shrrll lcr'y'arr.l
sentl ir h1' rny scrvitor ro l-ny Porte .

Tlris clocLrnrer-rt \\/irs u,ritten on 2O Rirlri' ll977ll April l57L

Tlrc Portc irpl'roir-rtcrl Flkhr ll-[)in Ml'n to the suntljul<,,f Srrl'.lrr in l(r lli
[-lecause he rvits cotrsiclcrctl arr e fTicie nt tirx-tirnl)cr, irn.l thrrr le gitinri:e.l
his porver ancl cor-rtrol over the er-rrire ureir.l" ln firct, his srrccess in in-
creirsing tlte mul<ttcf a rcvt:nLres cx1'rlirin.s his np1-roirrtnrcnt. Frkhr irl-
L)in's u,ise policy helped expancl procluction of cotton:rn.l riru'silk, rhc
district's rnain export staples.

Thc tnrrkctata systcrn uppeirrs to hlvc c()nstitLrte.l thc ttlrrrrtlirtiorr ,rf
the'atlrninistnrtive antl firrunciirl orgunizltior-r in the rcgiorr. As the lrrnr-
cipirl tirx-fnrtne r, the entir obtlirretl conrplcre c()nrr()l ovcr lirrr.l nn.l Irelr.s-

ant lirbor, the sources tli re'u'enue . As klng irs he mct his tlbligatir)ns
detenninecl in tl-re mukntnta contmct, the sultan continuerl ro supporr

l9 ()n Frrkhr irl-[)in ]r'lrr(rrr scc K. Srrlil.ti, "lr{,r(]n," Ell; idcrn,,{ I lrrr.te ry'Nlrrrrr,\lrur.rion.s; TAc lli,sr,rrr
of Lcbrrrtort liecorrsrJcred lllerkc[cy, lt)tiii), inJcx: lrlirirn. l]or ir tle t.rrlctl ,rcc,rr.rrrt ()t hi) crrrccr, \r: c

lsrnrril,l-ibtlr,inl.rtrrictrLrr1.p. ll-15,45-7e1,irnJ Il9-(lj,rrnrl l()rtlrcl.r,r.lu.(ionrrrrtl trrrtlt'trl
srlk, pp. lll-16. Scc rrlt.r A. At.u-lltrsiryn, I)ror,in.i,r/ L,:,rJcr.iAi1rs in ,\rlrrr, 157.5-lO5tr 1licrrtrt,
l 9ll 5 ) ; rr n.l B:r kl i i r, ( )ttorn.rrr /)r't.rlrrrcc rr/' Drrrna.sor.s, pp. l Ig-1L-t.
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his iruthority and legitirnacy. Mount Lebanon rvas usually inaccessible
itnd re fractory to Ottornirn tax collections, and government was content
to firrd there an efficient irncl reliable collector. lraving to the cornlnu-
triry or tribal chief the ttrsk of tax collecrion and delivery of rhe revcnue
as a lumpr slun to the tre:rsury wlls tr well established Ottornan practice
follorvcrl in rcgions u,here k>cal "feuc]al" families had conrnrl over luncl

illtrl p()pLrlation. The Mountirin enjoyecl tl-ris privilege at aIl times, clue

to its geographic siturrtion irncl irrtrarctable po;rLrlatirln. The mLr-

kan.o or rncktur system furnishecl ir legirl brrsis irrrd legitimation for
such an irLrt()r-l()ur()Lls stiltus. Attenrpts to centralize these lands always
pl'()\'erl f rrtile , cursccl krng resistance, and cost the governrnent irttnrense
turilitiirl' expen.lirure. Also, rvherrever a corrupt Ottornan govern()r or
t'iscrrl irgt:nt irttemptcrl by his illegal dernan.ls to upset the rules, open
re sistartce firllou,erl. Thtrs, the central governlnent was particularly con-
!t'r'ltetl u'irlr tlre rrnjrrsr illlrl illcgtrl lrcts of its irgcrtrs in.scr-rsirivc (li.stricr.s

such rts Mounr Lcbunon. These cor-rclitions clete rmined its history, u,hich
\\'ils punctrrittcrl h1'chrtlrric rebelli,rrrs nnrl repressit'u-rs, ()r perceful, prtrsper-
()us l)e ri().ls trrt.lcr:lut()n()nltlrrs crnirs ilctir-rg lts C)trotnirn ttttrltrtlirn. Writ-
irrg in I(r7cl, Evlif ir Qclebi cirnrlirll)' irr{nrirs rhar ii rhc governlnenr
ltttcnrntt:.l rr.,r.1;191r.l its celttmlisr tirx systel]r ro the MrlLrrrtain, it colrkl
itsse tttblc "l11 ill'rn1' .rf ir hrrrrrlre.l-th,;usirnd rnen, irll eclr.rippecl rvith lnus-
kcts," lntl rel're l, irs hir.l hirpl'tene.l irr the time of lvllrtn.l0 Our.locunlent
is cvitlcrrce of the rlcspoilage to u'hich Ottorn,ul ?lgents likc Deftcrdar
r\li llcv rtrhjcctc.l rlie irrcit. Er'li1'rt Qclcbi rr,-l.ls thirt the M..runririrr [)r-
u:cs rtcvcr lcr rhe Otttrrt'urn g()vcrnnrerrr rcgistcr rhetu irr tlrc tirx srrr-

vc)'s.ll Si,rc" Sclirn'.s c()n(luc.st, the ir t',rvn s/tcl/<As collccterl tuxcs rrnr'l

.le livcrc.l thern to the g()\'ernor. The rvhole province of Tripoli, he

rcnturks, cnjol'ctl fisc,rl ilLrt()l-lr)rly r-nlrler the Ottornr-ul s)'stL'r'rr of sct'-

be.srirrcr u'ith privilcges r-,f ntafruTsl-kalam ancl rnakttal-lccdern (exclLr-

siotr frortr rhc rax rcgisters in the go\/crnlnent's bureaus and exerl-rptir)n
trtrnr rhe irrtcricre nce of locirl Ottornirn aurhorities). As :t ru[e , tlte gor'-

l0 lir lrr rr t-ulci,r, .\ur',iltrln,irnd, r'rrl. 9 (lstirnl.Lrl, l9l5), t.t.. 4tl4-5.
ll Erliv;r!-'r:Icl.i,-\d\(i/r(ttr1(ir]td, pp.4t-r4-5.Asline1'crvitllc:sEvli]ir(lvlS,To1tkrr1.tPi.tllc.-,1]rrg.ll.l,

rtrl. l, nrr. l0i, firl. 1.1;1; tclls trs lrorv irr 1649 a lrrrge itrrtry unller tllc g()\'cnr()rol [)attiirscr.tr,

\lrrrt,r:,r l)irtlr, \e t ()r.rt irgilillst the [)rLr:es t() c()llcct tlrc tltx ilrrcilrs rrt the Jrrevit)tls )'eirri. Thc
[)rrr:e lcrr.lcr., Sh;rlklr Sirh'rn, thc s,,n. rrf'Sliil-rirl. lr)J tl)s strns ol'Trrral]rri, nlitr rvcrc'tlcrrl ittg
,ur\'\(t(l).rrr(,rr\(trthctrc:rstrrv, l'rrrirlll 6;1111gr.11r\\'11 rvithgiit:totlrel);rslrrtlrr.l .lclivertJ l70lr:c
r rr 5 i ,tltlrl .rlul ltl t () t l)c (l4i!,r(l(u ttt' [)ir nr:r.cus. ln l (t9 5 t hc Otttrnrir rl g()\'enuncllt scnt t \\'cl) t ] -

thrlrt\rln\l u)!l) irgilin\t the .r.,n, ,,isirhlrrr rvlto, irr irllilrncr: s ith rhe soncs ol'l\{ir'r'r, sLrl.plirtrtc.l
rltc t.t-r llrnt.'r. rrP|1ri111.'.1 lrr tltc il()\'rnulrcnt. Thel "itssutrrc.l Ilr.- nttrkttrzt',rr hy lirrcc, l.trr JiJ
n( )t lllrrkr: cl.,nrnlctc prl\'nlcnt .luc to t hc gtrvcnll ncr)t at the cn.l r.rt tltc vcrtr." Scc l{irsll i,.1, Ta'rrl<h,

ll (l.rlrrl.rrl, lllil/lS(rr), pp. l9{.rnJ l>5.
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ernlnent accordecl the sarne kind of ?rLltonolny to freeholcl lirnci granrs
(carnlil<s) irncl wcl<rfs. Such enclaves in Ortomirn territorics were sparerl
the en:rctments and malpractices of the governors, agents of rhe fisc, or
tax collectors. They flor-rrisherl irrrd attracteclpeasants frr',ur the surrt>und-
ing irreas throughollt the sever-rteenth century.

Faklrr al-L)in ar-rd his sLrccessors, who kcpr thc rnulccua''a ,rf tl-rc MoLrrr-
tair-r itr thc Lrurily,22 errircterl rhe life-l,lng tellLlrc rlr hcre.lirirry ?nu-

l<crta'o befbre this type of tnx-iarnr-ctrlletlmalilcune and enjoying thc
serbcsrilyer pri'u'ilege-trecarne the n()nn in thc eightcer-rth ccrrrury',
thereby coutribr-rting to Ottorlan clecentrerlizirtirln irnel tl're risc of a'farrs.
It sl-rould be rernembe reti thar a conce rn to 1'r1111e61 the pror{uccr irncl thc
sources of revenue fonnerl the mtiorrirle firr sLrch rr policy,. Urrtlcr Fakhr
:rl-DIn Lebitnou flourislictl, rtrtd the Porre coul.l nor igrrore it. In il seltsc,

tlre Ma'n fan"rily constitLltecl the prototype firr the rf luonfamilies r)r 1-ro1y-

crlirl "hiu)etlrur.s" u'h<'r .l.lnrinltctl rlic Ottorrurn Ilnrpirc in tlrt' t'ir:lrt-
eenth celttLlry. lt is nrisleir,-lirrg, h,'r$'ever, t() sce in such c'1'clt't firntilies
tht couscious frrrerLnr)crs ..rf thc Arab nirtion-stiltcs of thc trverrticrh
cetltur)/.

It urust l-re irtl.lcd rl-rat thc exte lrsivc l]oruve r ;rrr.l lrrt..ln()nr]' u'hich Flrkhr
al-Din errjoyctl u,its tlue prinrurily to thc Jclrrli uphL',,r',,1 irr Asiir lvlirror
and Syria irr the periocl 1596-1610. Like Janbulirr unrl other Jcl;rli leu.l-
ers, Ftrkhr zt[-l)in's llrnirl tr(x)ps consistetl of .sc/ibarrs (.sr.,/<nrcn) (Arraroliirn
mercenrlries ecluippetl rvirh uruskets). lt issaitl thlrt hc orrcc hu,.l irrr rrnu)'
tlf tn'clt,c-tltousitntl .so/<ttrcn.s,l] ,r nt,nrhcr ry'Iicrrl trlr tlrc ho.l1'grrirrtl ot
orieutitl Lulcrs, incltr.lirrg Ottomirn srrItnns. lvlirintrrinirrg this rclltivcl;'
lltrgc ilnny.lenlrn.le.l his firll c()ntr()l ot'rhc s()rrrces ol rcvcrruc,,t thc
Mounririn, rvhich he securetl n'hen the Porre gave l-rim irs fiiu-

lala'o. Cur off fl'om this rernoie province h1' the Jcllli rcbe ls u'ho c..rrr-

trolled Asia Minor autl northern S1'riit, only thus coul.l tl-re Portc pr]' irrry

revenlre frorn the area. Fakhr al-Dir-r was particulirrll, successful in incre asir-rg

the Mountaiu's ec()llornic rcs()urces, irrrd rhcre b),mrrka.ta'(r revcltLres.

Describirrg the wenlrh of tl're province of Tripoli, Evliy'a Qelcbi rl()te s

thur e very six rnonths English, Durch rrntl Fre nch ships lt,rr.le.l nrw'silk,
olive oil and supplies of the alkali ashes, u'hich "thr)usirnrls of cnmels"
hacl trirnsl'rortecl to Triptlli from rhe ir-rrerior.l4 Togerher s'irh c()[[()r],
these tl-rree staples constitLrtecl the region's main exp()rt itcms anrl

22 Altrti,i.l lr{rt(rtt [.ecittttc;t tnttltolitn, trr tax-firrrttcr, ttrr tlic ltrrrg pcrirrrl l66i-97. Lilter, ()tlter

ttternl.rcrsol'thc.lvll'nlrrurilyrrssuurctl thcsunrcrcsponsil.ilit) (sce Srrlihi,"ltlrr'n"). Forrrl)rtr:c
lirrrrily irrvolvcrl in trrx l:rrrning rn 15J0, sec B:rkhir, ()ttornorr Prt.rlirrucry''1),rrnrrscrr-s, fl. l(19-7i.

73 lsrnai[, Liban, p. 68.

24 lsnrrtil, Libcn, pp. ll l-32.
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source of wealth and prosperity. Besides his revenue from customs and
other commercial dues, the ernir must have collected, as tithes or from
sharecroppers, and marketed a considerable amount of cotton, silk, wheat
anci olive oil. Frorn sharecroppers in his family territory of Shul for
examprle, he took as much as one-third of the produce.z5 As witl-r the
eiglrteenth-century acydn, he had a stake in expanding production, and
in 1627 plantetl thousands of mulberry trees on the coasts of Tripoli and
Beirur. Silk prodLrction depended on mulberry plantations, which flour-
ished on the coasrs near Tripoli as weil as on the high plateaus of Shuf
and Bsharri under rhe enlightened adrninistration of rhe emir Fakhr
al-Din (1590-1633). The high-quality silk of Le banon cornpered wirh
that of lran ancl lndia in the European markets. The port city of Saida,

the emir Fakhr al-Din il's capital and the center of French trade in Syria,
arnnually exportecl to Marseilles four-thousand cluintals of raw silk and
generated for the emir '.rn annual revenue of eighry-thousancl piastres,

one-ftrurrh oi his total revenue. In the mid-seventeenth century, how-
ever, rhe Le bar-rese silk trirde declined clue to the extension of French
home procluction of raw silk and Armenian competition which chan-
neled the Iranizrn anc-l Syrian silk to Europe.

ln tl-ris emir's tirne, annual cotton exports to France reacl'red 58,450
quintals, raw silk 4000 quintals, and alkali ashes 142,000 quintals.26
Venetiirns took rluantities of alkali ashes for their glass factories of Mu-
rilno. The French also bought it for soap production (96,000 quintals

[.er ]'eirr). Fakhr al-Din's well-knorvn alliance and cooperatiou u,ith the
L)uke of Tlrscany obviously had an economic basis. His endeavors to
.levelol'' tl-re region's econorny coincicled with rhe aggressive mercantil-
isr policy of the Duke of Tuscany Ferdinand l, who strove to tnake
Livorno (l-eghorn) a rival of Venice. Already in 1593, Livorno became

ir free porr, and in the following decades it grew into the center of silk
rrade bctween easr and west. Fakhr al-Din found there a profitable mar-
ket for his growing silk production. Although in the 1600s Florence

apparently did not renew the capitulations granted, by Mehmed the

Conqtrcror,2T Fakhr irl-Din extended free trade privileges to his friend,
the L)uke of Ti.rscany. 2B Unde r Fakhr al- Din, Saida's trade even overshad-

owed Tripoli and Beirut, and between 1610 and 1630, merchants (par'

riculilrly French and Venetian) moved there from Tripoli.2e This move

)5 lsnuril, Libon, p. 59.
26 lsrnail, Liban, pp. l l l-17.
2l Hirlil lnalcrk, "lnrtiyir:at," EI?.

i: lsnr'r1l'{-:3:'tt 111*; ,.-
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hirs bee n irttributerl to Fakl-rr al-Din's better treatnlent and prrotection of
merchants than rl-re Pilsha of Tripoli, who, the French clairned, op-
pressecl thern wirl-r arbitrary acrs entl extorrions.l0 Fakhr al-L)in's eco-

nornic interests called for ancl expl:rin his rolerance towrlrtl (ihristian
srrlrjccts irs wcll irs his cl.'rsc cool-rcl11piorr with Errropcltrs, the Frcnch in
pilrticLrlar'. Orrc ciln rlrgLrc tl-rirt the colnnlrrciirl declirrc of'Lel-irnrln (ot'

rnore exirctly Saida) began irr 1633, with replircenrerrt of lrakhr irl'L)in
by Ottorr-ran govemc,rs.ll It seems that the lrrtter's muin c()ncern wrs t()
alnass u,ealth as cluickly as possiblc by wrestir-rg firnrls from frrrcigrr nter-
chants. Our third document, frtrm rhe court recor.ls of Triptrli, rrray

cclincicle rvith this rrew periorl.
The court recorcis of Tripoli, of which or-rly the scries strtrring ti'rrnr

the year I666 still exists, c()lrstitLrte the rnajor source frrr tl-re hisrory of
br:th Tripoli anci [-ebanon ir-r gcncrul.]l Here u'e sl-rirll c()l)ccntrilre ()rl
rlrose recr>rcls concerning the mull<.trf a irr rhe )/eirr I666-67.

ln this 1'reriocl, Ahure.l Pasha se rve.l both als g()\/ernt)r t)f rhe l''rovince
trf Tripolill arr.l as 1r rllr.{tc.snrri/. As rnutc.stu'rit', hc actc.l us lr rniiltcitttt
(tax-firnncr), arrcl conseriLrently rr.'rrs resporrsible firr the collectiotr .rf

borh public re\/cnLles irrrrl l-ris ()\\,n )'erlrly sirlrrrl'(800,000 riltges). Otlrcr
thirn the' timar, rcvenLre s()urces, or lrttr/<dlc'als, irr rhe provit-rcc itr-
cludecl-in acldirion to the govern()r's khass revenLle-kharatlj()n trces,

a tax ()n rarv silk, and thc d7l:1a of rhc non-Muslinrs. Iv'lir-ror s..rrrrccs,ti

revenue. ir"rcludec{ rhe khardj-idiwan (fce firr regisrratiorr) arr.l the tirx ott
churcl-rc.s. Mosr rcvcrlue, ho\r,ever', .lcriverl frtrtl silk l-rrocltrctiot-t, ltntl
the three-f,rtrrths tlf it ur-r.ler c()l-rtrircts ha.l to lre .lclivcrc.l rrr thc "tinlc ot.

silk," thrrr is, "$,hen it u'ls reir.ll'firr nroccssilrg." ln tlr.le r rrl collect Ilixcs,

horvever, rhe gor,'crn()r wirs r-rrterll' tlepc11,.lgnt Lrp()rl rhc l,.,cirl Arrrlr
shnykhs whcl actually controllecl the proccss of trrx crillection.

In 1078/1667 the mukata'a of the ncAivcs of Akkar, Z:ttruil'tr, Jebbe,
Bsharri, Cubayl, Batrun, Sur-ir-rclu.lirrg the revenuc t e l,ruging to the
pasha of the province-wa.s filrrnecl our to Shn1,/<lr Ahme.'l ir-r the anlolrltt
of 171,000 esedt gurut (One escdt, or Dr.rtch silver coin, \r'ils ubout t\\'()-

Itl lsnrrril, I-ib(nr, t)P. ll5-ll.
I I lsnr:ril, Lilxur, 1''1''. I i t*0).
32 Thc lirrt rcgisrer r. 1'rul.tlr'lrc.l urrrlcr tlrr tirlc i),rcrrlncnts thr Tribrrl )ro'i.1.' Tri1,,,li, irttr,r. L).

Trr.lnrrrri, F. lririrtoux;rn,.l Klr. Zi.rJc (Tri1.r>lr: Univcrtitc Lil.rrnirisc, l9$l).
iJ Acctrrrlrng rtr'A,1'niAli, llisiil'(lsrlrrl'ul, tltltl), 1.. >.1, l.) l609 rhc pr()\'in(c,,t.Trip,,lt rt;t.

rnirJc up.rl rhc llcis of Trip.rli, l-l,rrnl, Hirrr., Srrlrrnirr'11anJ Jhirl-,:rli1 y rt. T]re torrrl rcvclltrc (jt tllc
6.l zcnrncts rrntl jTl tirnars uniourltctl to 5,(r0S,4Otr,tlq.'r, ittt.l tht riltrrrir,,I:rrr))\' \\'il) 5r,r[rl)()\r'rl t()

reaclr 1400 nreu (inclir.ling cijchcliir). A rcc<,r.1 in rlic.srijill ,rf Tril.oli rrr.lic:rtcr Il)lt irrorrtr.l

l0i8/166i, thc lilu ol'Harnir rvirs rctn()\'c(l f'r,,rrr thc provirrce itncl trt:ttlr.'ltn itt.lel.rt.trlcttr ltt',t

un.icr the iitil,rrn ,rf Musrrrlir Pirslia.
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rl'rirrls of one rc-gular gold clucat). Shaykh Sirhan, son of Harnada, and
othe r rclrrtivcs l'rccitrne slrre ty frrr Shaykh Ahmccl. The tux furrncr f,rr rhc
previous yerrr \\,irs Shaykh Zayc{trn, and his sons Djanbulad rrncl Bashir.
At tl"re silr'ne tiure, the contractor's farnily was plzrcecl in the Pasha's

cLr.sto,-ly (ruhn). Ntrrre of rl-reru coukl lerrve the city ulrtiI the entire reve-
nLrc \\':.ls plit{. Finally, in rl-reir crrl'racitie's as lnutcwallis-tn-rstee-achnin-
i.stmtors-Lrcal Arirb shaykhs hird gained contrr>l of tl-re merin religious
entlou'mer-rrs (cru,knfl in the province.

Orrr rl-rircl .locurncnt is concerned with the sale of rhe mukota'a of
the nnhire oi Safitrr. lt is z'r cliplorna testifying rhat Shaykh Mehrned and
his brothcr Shrrykh Zayclan firrurecl out the revenue frir fifreen-thoLrsantl
c.secli glr?'u) firr or-rc fiscirl )'ear. ln ac{rlirir)n to pletlging all thcir posses-

siol-rs, thel' placed tlie ir sons zrn.l rvives ir-r rhe Persha's custorly ancl

plerll.leLl ro collccr irn.l tleliver trvo-thirds of ir irt "the tirne clf silk" and
rhe re st threc ln()lrths prior to the e ntl of the year. The diplonul err-rporv-

e rirrg thcnr to collccr the errumeraterl raxes askec'l rl-renr to refrain fr..rrn

courmittrng irrjustice iln.l illegal acts aguinst the taxpayers. The cliplornir
l'rcrrrs rhe sell (pcrrEc) of rhe governor, uncl is claterl I Marcl"r 1667.

Table I
Westcrn Goods Importcd at the Port of Tripoli, Syria,l57l

(in ckEes)

Market Dues

Customs Duty
percent "Pen-fee"

ad valorem (resrn-i kalent)
Scales Tax

(kcnrar)

Woolen clorh

Siitin (arlns)

Brocade (kanba)
Velvet, plain or wirh

gt>ld threacl and othcr
varietics

Coral of Tunis
Amber
Copper
Iron
had
Clre micals
Paper

Knives
Objects of crystal
Steel

7 | per bolt 30 alcgcrs per

ztra c>f kerscy
Z 6 pcr 100 iira
2 6 pcr 100 lira
2 I pcr lOL) illa

3 I lrcr kanrar
t

I tl+8
a)
a)
f)
7

1
I
')

4 per bannan l0 per ltanttrr

I l.e r /<nrrtar

B

I I.e r l(t,ttrtr
or 7 [rieccs
or 7 picccs
or J 1)i('cg5

l0 pe r k;:.:.var

Strrrrcc: Onrer Ltrrfi lllrkirn, XV. r,c X\,'J. Asrrlzrrrlr Osnrrtlrlr IrnJrrrrrrrr.,rlrr.{rlndtZirai Ek,,norninrrr
Flukukit'cIvluli Esaslarr-Konrnlar, (Istirnbul, I94I), pp. 2I I-I6
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Table II
Customs Duties on Spices, Si[k, Cotton and Other Goods

Exported to Europe from Tripoli, l57I
(in alcEcs)

I krnttar = 56.5 kilogrirrns
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Table Ill
Tax on Transit Goods Arriving at the Tripoli Market from Iran and

Other Places, I57I

I batrrurrr = 7.6t) kil,rgranrs; I kanrctr = 56.5 kil.lgrirnrs
( in akgcs)

Scirlcs tax (rriilart or karrtar)Customs Duty
percent

ad valorem Pen Fee

Scales
(kapan)

Spices irrclu.ling
pr-ppcr, cinna-
m()n, ckrvcs,

gingcr, irrcligrl,

c()COrlLlI

Iranian rarv silk
S1'riarr rau'silk
l{l-ruhirrb

Cottou
Cottttn yitrtr

liarv silk
Vkrhair

-l-lrfc't 
tir

Corvhides
Lclthcr

Henna

Callnr.rt

1O+ 11

110 per kantar
I l0 pcr kanrar

I l0 per l<.antar

4
a,t

I l0 pe r kantar
60 pcr load

60 pe r loaJ

J

44 pcr loir,,l of 75

pieces

I 10 per each 100

bannons

3

Customs duty is

shared equal-

ly by seller

and buyer

cach loird (den/<)

contains 50

preces

eacl-r loa.l (cierrk)

contir itrs

5O pieccs

1 per 1 kantar

of gallnut
value: 700

akgas

lranian ratv silk
Rl-rubarb

Leather
Cotton
Yarn

Gallnut

/+Tperhannan
4+4perbarmctt
B + B Lrerl<antar
4 + 4 perkcncar
5+5perl<anrur
4 + 41'rcr knnrcr

Thc tax is eclualIy'sliare,-l [y thc scllcr arrtl the 1.,-']'.r.

Source: Onrer Lurfi llarkarr, X\/. r,e XV'J. A-srrlrr,-Lt ()srrrrrnl Irnl,,rrat,rrlrrg rl.ttLt Znrri

Ilukukt ue MaliEsrrslnrr- Krurrrnlar (lstirnbu[, 194]), pl.. 2ll-16.

Becsrvitx

Carpcrs

3

I I per load

S.rr.rrcc: Orrrcr Ltrrt'i [Jrrrkan, X\/. r,c XV'I. Asrrlrrda Osrrtanfi ImporatorlugwdaZirai Ekorronrlrtirr

l'lukuki lc,\{ah Esrularr- K,rrtttrtlrrr, ( lstrnbul, I 94i )' pp. 2 I I - I 6'
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