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lVlchnrsd thc Conqueror, in rcbuilding lstanbul ul'tcr its contlucst, lollowcd the put-

tcrns Iaid dorvn by his Middlc Eitstcrn prcdeccssors.'ln its phy'sicll structure the citl'
w'i.ts to ltavc irn "lsllnric chanrctcr" so that thc [Vluslirn comnrunity could livc in uc-

cordrrncc with the prcscriptions ol'thc Shariu. Thus a rcligious ccntcr w'ith u congrcga-
tionarl mosquc was built to bc the locus ol'city'lil'e. Ncxt to it wcrc pllccd charitublc
institutions directcd toivard thc l-ullillrncnt t-rl'rcligious obligations. Thcsc includcd
inturels, or hospices l'or the poor and lor travclers, itnd hospituls. T-o linancc thesc re li-
gious charitablc institutions, a nut'nbcr ol- rcve nuc-producing cstablishnrcnts curnc irrtu
bcing on the principlc ol' w'ukJ'(pious cndtlwnrcnt ). Thesc revcnuc-prtlducing cstlb-
lishnrents wcrc dusigned also to rrtcct the sociul and econornic needs ol'the Muslin'r

conun u n ity.'
In accordancc with thc traditional Middlc l]astern visw ol'stutc und socicty, tltc

soci:.rl structurc ol'thc cit1,' lollowcd a sct prrttcrn. Thc city population w:.rs conrposcd ol'
thrcc rnajor groups: thc upper class r.rtt:.rchcd to thc I)ulacc, including thc rrrilitary irnd
tltc ulctrrtt'tlrc rncrchlrnt class cngaged in both intcrrcgional und irttcrnlrtion;.tl trlrdc;
and the cnrl'tsnrcn, Thc luttcr two groups wcre r(uyu, thc productivc urbun turplrl'ers.
Thcy dill'crcd l'rom c;.rch othcr, howevcr, not only in thoir econornic uctivitics but ltlso in
thcir lcgal status. -flrc cral'tsrncn rve rc subjcct to hi.tbu, or nrarket rcgulations: thcir
supply ol'rarv ntatcrials and ratc oi production rvus controlled, und thcir priccs wcrc
lixcd b1'thc stilte. Tlrc rrrcrcltrnts \\'crc not onll,cxcrnpt 1'rorrr /ii.rbrr but \\'ere i.rlso cn-
couragcd to i.rccuntulatc wcalth by whi.rtcvcr i.rctivities they'dccrrrcd prollcr.

'fhc tnerchlurts u'e re thcrnse lvcs divided into two clusscs: "rcside nt" ( ki'id or kd'itr)
rrnd "tntveling" (.ruJJlir). -l'hc hedt.ttutt w';.rs tltc rcsidcltt rtrcrcltunts'plrrcc ol'busittcss:
ncitrbl'wcrc thc khuns or ci.rravanscruris rvhcre the tnrvcling nrerchants lodgcd." Also
ncrrrby wcrc Ihc rows ol'shops (diikkun, hdtttil) rvhcre the crlf'tsnren w'orked, cae h

crrrl't hrrving its orr'n rou'. Altogethcr tlrcsc constitutcd tltc bltzui.tr (q'ur.t'u=q'ur.1i, or

' f'or a discussion ol'the prc-Ottonran lslarnic crt1. its origins and its physicul and st-rciul structurc\ sce J. Sluvlgct,
"[:squisscd'unchistoircdclirville dcDarnas," Rttuedes[.'tule.sl.rlunriqut'.slt(193.1 ).-122-50; (j.Mareitis,"l.uconccpttt"ttt

dcsvi||csdlns|.|s|urn.',Rtv,ut,tl',,|lKrl((|9.l5):jl7.'1-l:ir/r,lli',.'Ctrnsid[rlrtitrns
.\otttttt Jeun lJtiin
I f rguc, f 9(r-l ); and l','nt y< lttputdiu oJ !:lunt. lnd cd. 1 hcrcalte r l: /') :.v. "lhglrtlad," "lJukltlnr." "llur:u." "l urt.rt."
"tlllab." ltrtd "lstanbul." lor u :tronB rciic(ion to thc idcu ol a tlpierrl lslurrtic citl *itlr i.l e\,rJrorlle soqirrl :tructurc ( I

l\f asstgnon's thesis), rcr' l l\1 l-;rpidus, Ilu:linr (itie.s irr thr Luttr tlliolllt..l,r;r'r (CarrrbrrrJgc, Nlas:., 1967 ); tdtnt., cd.,

t|idlltI'.u'tttrn(,ttit'l(l}cr|.e|c;andl-osAnglcls,|t)69).,,\.l|ourlniandS.lr|.Stcrn'cds..
It/69): ll.A. l\liskinrin, D. llcrlihy rnd A.L. Udovitch. cds.. 7lr ltediev'ul ()t.r'(Ncw lluvcn lnd l-undon, 1977 )rand thc

spccirrl issue ol' rlruhit'u 9, no. -1 ( 1962 ) t.rn tlaghdad.

'lrorrcccnlstudicsonOttornunurbenisnr,sccO\ntlnIirgin,TrjrA.ft:hir!crindelttturt't.Si:tenti (lstrnbul. l9-19).O. 1..

l]arkan...Quclquesobscrl'utitlttssur|'organizati.ln€cont'rnriqucctstlcialdc.vil|c:()ttllllllcs'..
l]<ldin7(I9.55):](l.l..l|0;N.-ftrdortrv,l}ulktttt'skiiulgrud'\.L,..\'l'\rc/.'(So|iir'l97])(lirrtlrctlrrlingirrllng|i'lr
..ol.crrcrKltul.|cutctur/'citdcr,l.urkcnhcrrschal.t,'.|t:l.sthriJtl',(iic.lt(l.cipzig.l./{l1.l|lrli|ln|cl[.

,\rrnrrfcsSchool tinOttorttlnStudrcsandNcwl'indings."Rt'r'rt'x l(l97f{): ?7-6u' .tn'J,idurt., irtll','r."l:tlrtbul.'pp.
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.trrA'). Thcse trr'o key groups-nrcrchants and cral'tsn]cn-dctentrined thc socill and
econ()ntic chlrntctcr ol'cve11'Ottonrln city and of lslarnic cities in gcncrul.o Slaughtcr-
Itouscs, Lunnerics, oil presscs, dyc-houscs and thc like wcrc cstablishcd to providc
tlrul.cri;.tls and scrviccs nccdcd by thc cral'tsnrcn, rvliilc thc popul:"rti<-rn in gcncritl wus
scrvcd b) *'ltolcsulc rnltrkcts (kuputts or kuhban ) built to providc sourccs lor llour,
I'r'uit, horre ;', tlil, lish, vcgctablcs, sllt, coal, htlrscs und sluves.t

Apparcrrtll'r:riginlting in thc Grcco-ll.ornan birsilica or kui.seriorr, thc bcrlestun (or
ltu::i:i.slriti tlr q(t.t'.\'uri)'r(, i.ls it rvus called in Arab lunds, []astcrn Asia Minor lrnd
lrlrrt) tvlts lltc cclttrul buildirrg ol'thc cornruerciul purt ol'tlrc torvn." llccrrusc tlrc
l)cd(.\tutt wrIS rrn institution Iinkcd to intcrnutional tradc, it cxisted in only thc rnost
ittt;rortrtrtt eitics. uncl in Ottonurn survcy books Lhe bade.sldlr wus alwlys listcd ijntong
thc prttntincnt institutions ol'a city. In l'act, Evliya Qclebi, in his work describing Otto-
rrirtn citics. dividcd thcnr into two clusscs-citics rvith, and citics without a beclesturt.'

r\s it rulc, the citl'rvith a hcdestun was o ccntcr l'or intcrnational tradc. It was gencr-
alll'dcnsely populatcd and nunrbcrcd antong its inhabitants wcalthy ntcnrbcrs ol'thc
ruling cluss rtnd succcssfulctpitiilist mcrchants who inrportcd valuablc w:-trcs. Thc con-
structitrrt ol-t hedc.sltur in un othcrwisc unintportant lown could assist considcrably in
thc dcvelopnlcnt ol'thut town i.rs a contnlcrcial ccntcr by attracting thc big rncrchlnts,
to rvhrr|n thc prtttcction providcd by u hcda.rtu[ was vital,o ln l'act, irr nr:.rny insti.rnccs i.r

hcde.s'tutt w'us built on thc initiativc ol'the Ottonran govcrnrncnt, or tll'sonrc vizir or
rloVcrnor, lilr tlrc purposc tll'prorrroting tradc. On thc othcr hand, t bedc.rlun wi.ls sontc-
tittrcs built in rcsponsc to thc dcnrands ol- rncrchants who, bccausc ol'thcir cconontic
succcss, lclt the nced lbr a place in the city in which thcy could conduct businc.ss rvith
sccuritl'. As rt rulc, bcdt'.rtuns wcrc builL ts vt,ukJ'to providc rcvcnuc l-or charitablc
pr(Uccts. T'hc lJcdcst:.ur ol'lstunbul und thc blrz.aar around it wcre constructcd by thc
Sultrtn ttl lilstcr tlrc city's cconornic lil-c und rvcrc part ol'thc reconstruction ol'thc city
rul'ter its dcstruction during thc conqucst.e

Tlrc spccil'ic cconorrric l-unctions ol"t betle.sttu, rvcrc thrcc. Irirst, it rva.s thc placc
wlterc thc rncrch:ints'vuluablc irnportcd warcs, primarily tcxtilcs, wcrc sul'cly stored
and sold. Second. it rvas thc centcr whcre the rcsident nrcrchants conducted thcir linan-

' ('. C'lhcn, "Zur Ccschichtc dcr staidtischcn Gcscllscha{'t im islarnischcn Oricnt dcs Mittclultcrs," Srl,irrlrlrr 9, pp. 59-

7(r: ;rnd (itritcin, ..1 illrtliterr'tncun.Stx'iet1'. Muslirn geographicrs such us lstlkhri, lbn Haukal, Ntakdisi, lbn al-ltalkhi,
ldrisi. \'lkut. Abu'l-liida and lbn B;.rttuta p,lint out this basic social structurc in lslanric citics I'ronr Ccntral Asia to Mo-
rocco. [ir)r thc Ottrrrnrn pcriod, scc [ivlila ('clcbi, Se.t,ahatnunt, l0 vols, (lstanbul, ltJ98-19]8).

' Scc Hulil lnalcik, "Bursa," Btllttan 2.1 ( l9{r0):56-6 l.
" IJtdttIttn, ht'dt.sten tnd bt:isten are popular lbrms in Turkish of bez:uzistin, i.c., thc mart of tcxtilc dcalcrs (hu::ti:).

ln lurtrt;rl langulrgc, l:u::i:istun 'a'rd dur ul-bu:zi:riyyu arc thc prcfcrrcd ftrrnrs. On t1uy.suri.y.yu, scc l-apidus, llu.tlint
(ifir.r. pp. .S9-60; Coitcit't, ,4 ,\ltdittrreneun Societt', index: "qa.y'.sa"yri.v.y'a",.on qa.v',turiy,1'u in Morocco, sec J. Bcrquc in
tlontntust d llruudtl, vol. l, pp. ll-s-26. In Crcco-Rornan cities the basilica pcrl'ornrcd thc sanrc [unction as thc bt'r,/r.rtart.

scc,'\.f . l)ault and (i. \\'isso*u, Reul-t'ttc.t'clctputlia der Klassi:;t'hen.4.lterthuntsn'i.s.senschuJt, pp.83-95.
' .5(rult.tttldnrr', r't)1. lll. p. .1ti.l Thr: largcst citics in Itunili with stonc btdtstuns wcre , in dcsccnding ordcr ol-sizc, [:dirne .

Sclrrnrk, Screz, \'cnischir, Scrl.1l, tlclgrad, lludin, Eosrrl-Surly, Ushrip, and Filibc. Sornc othcr srnall tt-rrvns ulso had thcir
u\{n stot}e htde.sturts:rs. c.9.. Ba1'burd and Bolu in ,\natolia: scc Evliya Qclibi, vol. ll, pp. l7l, l1-5.

'Intntcdietcl;rltcrthcconqtrcstol-Cypru:,thcnrcrchantsscttlcdinNicosil(Lcll,osl)askcdthcgovcrnrncnttorcpuir
end e onve rt .r rulncd e hurch in thc Aya-Sol'ya Bazaar into';t betle.stan. 'fhcy' argucd that "it u'ill bc bcncficial to all pcoplc

rnd ()ur \\urci $ ill be *cll protcctcd" 1 tsasvckilct Archives, iltihintnte 2l:109, datcd l-5 Rld.lrb 9E I ). Scc ulso tltc dricu-
ntcnt rcproducetl .rt thc cnd ol'this articlc. Mahrnud l)ashl Bcdcstani in Ankarl was cspecially dcsigned f'or the salc and

I'hc llelr.stun oJ L:lunbul

cial trtrnsucLions irnd organizcd thsir ovcrli.rnd carav'luts and cottrtttcrctitl sclt vo)'i.lges.

Third. thc bcrlr.s/r//l \vi.rs thc pllcc rvhcre all sorts ol'r,uluablcs bclonging to individu-

:.rls principally, jervelry and rnoncy - wcrc salily' gui.trdcd utldcr strttc protcctiorr irt

cspscillly'dcsigncd sul'cs. In additit-rn, thc co{l'crs ol'thc bedestutt scrvcd its thc plitcc ol'

sal'ckccping l'or itcnrs hcld in trust (erttunet ); thcse irrcludt'd thc f'ortuncs ol'rtrissirtg

f)crsons bcing lrcld until u Ieg:.rt tintc perio'J \bu.rt ul-nrul) hrrcl elrr;rsed, trtrst I'trtlcis lirr

lcgrrlly,-prtltcctcd lltilt()rs such ls orl)hluls (.t't,tirtt rttuli). ltncl itllp()rtltllt dt)e utttcttts ctln-

ccrning thc city's inhlbitunts. In sulll, the ht'tlt'slurrs in lttitll) rt:spcct\ llllrrcd tltc rtllc ol'

rrroclcrl Llrrrrks :rrrd cxcltlllgcs. (As suclr. tltcy lvcrc lt I'rtt'oritc tltrg,ct ol'robbcrs. )'"

Abovc ull, thc bade.sturt w'as the hcadquarters I'tlr tltc rttcrcllatlt guild trlding irl

precious Le xtilcs (bu:, thcncc hu::d: '.tnd bu::a:ist[trt or bu::ri:i.t'.t'u). The lllcrchrtnts

ol'thc betlestutt hcld ln irrrpcriuldccrcc and a legaldocunlcnt l'rottr thc cudi gutrltntee-

ing thc rrrtlnopoly privilcgc ol'their guild. Tltcl'guardcd this rnonopoly jcllously. I'or
exlultplc, in l(r09, rvhcn warcs ol'thc typc thc nrcrchi.lnts dc:.rlt in rvcrc bcirlg sold irl

drugstore s (uuur) in Caluta, thc ntcrchants ol'that city''s bttltstrtn corlrpli.tincd di-

rectly to thc Sultun." ( tn tlrc ntitj-sixtccnth ce ntury, howcvcr. thc govcrnlllcnt t:lirni-

natcd thc:.rbsolutc ntonopoly ovcr the s:.rle of tcxtiles, ruling thltt unlcss rt spccii.tl

.f crrttutt werc issucd to thc currtrrrry', nrcrchunts could not prcvent thc salc ol'clothillg
trutsidc t ltc brrlc.i l utr. ) "

Constructcd to llll thc spccilic l'unctiolts ol'ucl[-prtrtccl.cd stontgc vltttlt ltttd tltltjor

trirdc ccnter, Il'rc brtlt'.stunbuilcling holds ii unique plrct: irr tlre histtlry ol'thc dcvelop-
ptcnI ol'Ottorrr:.ut urchitccturc."' ln its dcsign it u'as no doubt sirttillrr t() t'l'lllt'l] tltlter

traditionul, .solid builclings ol'tlrc Middle [:ast.'o TJtc oldr:st bcdt.strtrts uhich survivc

toduy arc thosc of'lJursu, built uncler Orkhun i.rnd lluyczid I in the I'ourtccrttll cctttur)'.'"

The ottontun /r(r/t,.llnl, \\,lrs i.r colnplrct stonc building, squitrt'or, lllorc ol'te n, rct'tllr)8u-

lar in shupc, u,ith thick rvalls and lcad-cnci.rsccl dontes. lt towcrcd ovcr thc ctlttrnlcrcial

l:vf i1.r (elcbi contnlcnts about lznik thirt "although thcrc is no btdt'stutr hcrc, all ktrtds ttl valuablc wirtc\ clrr bc lirund"

thc likc. scc C-. UIucay . 17. .lsirla .\uruhun'd<t [,Skilulik ( lstanbul, l9.l'l 1, does. rlos. ')0, l l7; and ttlt'nr. l'\ ''lttrJu
.\uruharltluf,$i1'ulik. (lstanbul, 1955),doc.no. 15.Scc.lsoSiluhlur'lurihi.ll. 170; ('ttltt Iurihi,\'lll'(r88;endI.

I)alsar. Bur.;u'tlu lryk1.ilik (lsrrnbul, 1960), p. 170. J. Portcr,in Oh.sertuti(//r.r (l-ondon, 1979), p. -ll2' cotltprtrcs tltc

bede.stun l"be:e.st)'n") t() lr grctt cxchange.

" A. Rclik. I l. .4sr -i I{it'ri'de l:;tanhul Ilurttti ( lstanbul. 193 | )' doc. no. ti0.

', A rcgulltion artributcd to thc Nishanci Cclil-zitic provides that a partl'building t ht'dertun coultl tt.-,t lorcc lrt{)plc trl

rrrrtjc in cltrthus withrn it, nnd ,t Jt,rntun was jssucd to this cllccr (Kununnonte, AnIara Univcr:it1'. l)il vc larr]r-(ogrrrlla

f'aculty Library, lsnrlil Sirrp N'tS -5 | 20, l3E2a ).
,, On thc b(dt\tun in Ortonrln archrtccturc. scc A.S. Ulgurr, "Ankuru'dir Nluhtttud l)rrsl llcde:trrttivr: IJititirttickr ll:rrl" irl

[-utth t't, l:tunhu!, vol. l, pp. (1.).77; (iunduz Qzdes' 
.I 

urk \.ur.1iluri (lstanbul, l9j]). K. Kc1lc.t. |Jurlu lluttIurt (lJur:.r'

l9l-5); tr.ll.,\ivcrdi, l.-urih l)ev'ri lllinturi.si (lstanbul, 195-1 ). pp. l9t'l-.1 1.1: 1'. Cokbilgin, I:dirne, Palu I'rt'ttsi llstanbul.

1952),p.9J.,\rchitccturrll.ythcOttonranftolorcaravansurai hadaplancorttplcrclldillircrrtlrotttthat rf tlrcl)(d(\tutt"lor

lhe contlort ol thc travcling rncrchlnts, thc curavlnscrai was built art-rund r largc court)rrd, opcll to thc rky' u:urtlll wttlt it

lbrrntairr antj blsirr in tlrc ecntcr. firr thc curl; Ottorn;rn crrlrJnscrurr rn tlur.::r, se'c li-ll. r\;vcrdi, 0:ntunli llltttturittilt

l-'utih Drvrt. vol. lll (lsranbul, l9?3), pp. l2(r--12; and Serrrevi I:iicc. "t:ler llttnr,"'l urilt I)crgi.ti , ntr. l{ (1970)()-l'l}(}

'' Sec rr. 6lbovc on thc basilica of Constantirroplc; scc also R. Jtnin. ( on.;tantinople lJ):Lttrltnt' dt'r'rlopnttrtl urhuin tt

repertuir( Ioyteruphiqus.2nd cd.. (l)aris, l96.1 ), pp. l-57-f,0.
,' Kcpccr. Rur;u llunluri. p. -1. Scdrr ('ctintitj, '['urk llinturi .4nitluri.0.vtrtunli I)t'vri, Bur:,t'du llk l'strltr tlstrrttbul.

146); tsniuil ttalkal. Bur.sn v'e .'lnttlttri ( !iursa, l9-it) 1, O. l0l; Orkhan's bt'dt'.stun is tttcntrtrnctl in thc r'clrlr rtlord\ :.t\

"llczzizisrin-i .,\tik"; it is rhc covcrc-tj building rrdjacclt to thc lJc.r' or Enrir llun. ln thc l:t'ku.l'DeJl.'ri trl'f ludavcndrgrtr it ir

'i
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distriet ol'tltc city likc a lbrtrcss. Snrall rvindows wsre located in thc uppcr parr ol- its
$ltlls. Tltcre was usur.tlly onc g:.rtc on clrch ol'its sidcs, l'ronr which thc brt-urd strccts
(shuhruh) ol'thc bltzltar ntcliated out in lbur dircctions. Insidc, thc bcdt'.s/nrr rvas di-
Vidcd by thick pilllrs into squarc conrpanmcnts, cach of which had a cJornc ovcr it. Thc
cotrrpirrllrrents inside t bcde.slttlr nuntbcred l'rolri I'our to twenty. Outsicle thc betlcs'trttt
therc tl'crc shtlps scl. up uglrinst its rvalls, and thc q,ar^yis, thc rows ol'shops lbr the
vrlri()us crrtl'ts, w'crc built ncarby on both sides ol'thc strccts parlllcl to thc lxis tll'tlrc
bt'tlct'ltttt. Outsidc ol'tlris ctltttJllcx lrcltJitional rorvs ol'shops wcrc colstructcd in squurcs
()r rcct;.r nglcs. lu

'l'he Oll IJt,dt.t'ttttt o/' Lsturthttl

l'he Cortqucror dccidcd on thc construction ol'thc lstlnbul lJcdcstan in 1456. Con-
struclion u'lts cttlttplctcd in thc winl.cr ol' 1460-1461. Kritovoulos, it contcltpo*lry
sou rcc, tlcscribcd t hr; originl I bc,r/r,.r/(r/l i.rs

:l v.cry large lnd_vcry linc rnarkct placc ncar thc ccntcr ol'thc city ncar thc
l)rtlrtcc Ithc old l)rtlucc in thc Irtlrurlr Tauril . . protcctcd by very srrong
rvllls ort the tlutsidc arrd divided on thc insidc into very beautll'ul lintl sprJ
cious colonnades.'t

In thc B-\zrtntinc pcriod, in this irrcrr on thc lrnpcrill Road (Mcsc) unrJ near the Forurl
Ct)tlstlltttilti, thcrc tvi.ts i.t basilicl whcrc vlrluublc warcs werc sold.'o llo*,cvcr, thc
IJedcstan:.tttd tl'tc lllis'iik q'ur.yi (Grcat llazaar or Covercd Bazaar) ol'lstanbul appcars
to ltrtvc bccn locatcd to tltc wcst ol'thc Bl,zantincconstruction. That the Bcdcstan uncJ
Critnd IJazrtrtr wcrc originally built by thc Conqucror is conlirprcd bcyontl a doubt by
botlr thc x'ukJ'rcgisters and the statcnlents ol'thc Byzantinc historian Kritovoul,s.
l:urtltcrtl'ttlrc, itt its ltrchitecLurul l'cuturcs it is clcarly thc apcx ol'a clevclopllcnt rvhich
crttt bc lbllowcd through tlte carlicr hetlestuns built in othsr Ottonrln citics bcl'ore
l.l_5_1.',

Tlre lirsL bede.rltttt ol'lstanbul ci.lnle to bc known by v:rrious niln1cs. In thc x,ukJ'
rcgistcrs ol'thc Conqueror it is relcrrcd to as Dir ul-lJetzzuzi),t,u ul-Djcttlitlu, or, sirn-
ply, llu::ti:i.t'1'rt or llu::a:i.t'tcitt. At a latcr pcriod it was callcd thc /:.lki -B ede.srttn ( Old
Bcdcstan) tlr the lq'-Bede.\'tutt (lnncr [fcdcstan) or thc Djen,ahir-Bede.rtuni (Jcwclry
f]cdcstan). According to thc wukJ'rcgistcr oi Aya-Sofya, dated 1520, a sccond
bclt'.s'ttttt ri'its built lor thc cotton cloth merchants (kirb1.rgis). This was locatcr1 to thc

" fl',, pri,,,t uiii,. (jrc.rt lJ.rzaar. scc Clrrrlcs Wlritc, 'l hrtt, l'tur.t in ('onstuntimtplt'. v<tl.lll (l.orrtton, ltt{5,t, p. l;
l.strtrtltul .\'chir Rthbt,ri l lsrlnbul, l()ll ); lrlLrnt ,lrt.siklopetli.ri ( hcrcul'rcr lrl) vol. ll, p. 410; ,\1vcrrli, O.trrtuttli
'rlirrturittnlt' f-utilt Dt'v'ri, r'ol lll, pp. 126-32. l:or an outlinc ol thc Cjrcat [Jazaar and thc betles!uns, scc R. lllanrran,
lstunbul luns la s((ond(' nnititt lu .\'l ll( .tiicle ( lraris, 1962), pp. .16l-67.

" llt:t,r.r'tl trlehntcd Ihc Conqueror, 'f. Riggs. trlns. (Princcton, 195,1 ), pp. 101-105. On thc conrplcrion ol'thc struc-
turc, \cc Doukas, trans. ll.J. fvlagoulrus ( Dctrorr, 1975), p. l5g.

'' Jarrin. ( tnt.ttttrttirtoltlr' B).:urtttttt'. pp_ g7. gg, 157.
'' Scc.'\rrcrdi'{-/.:nturtli 'lltnturisintlt'f'utih I)o'ri,vol. tll,pp. 126-Jl.OncarlierOttornln bcdcsrunsin Ilursaantj Iidirnc

undcrll.rlczidl(l,lE9-l'l0l)rndlvlchrrtcdl(l4ll-ll2l ),sccitlt,nt..Ostttuttli lllirtturi.rinirtllkl)lrri (lstunbul, lg6tr),pp.
169-7 I'rtttdir/elt..O.sntun!i ll!inrart:indt'/llthnted('eltbi vet!.SultunltlurudDevri,vol.ll,(lsrunbul, l972),p. ltr2and
photo un p. J66b.

7.he lletlestutr oJ' lstunhul

c:.tst ol'thc Old lleclcstan i.rnd consisted ol'sixty shops insidc und tu'clvc shops otttsidc'

L-atcr this w1rs rcpluccd b1,u largcr structure with trrvcrttl <Jotttcs tvht:rc sitks (.sttrulul)

werc sold.-l-hc Surulul lJetlestuni, now the Auction Ilall, wits the Iitrgcst /rctlt'rrrtrt ol'

thc [:nrpirc. TIc Old t]cdestirn re lnuinctl, spccilliz.ing in jcwclry, l'urs, prccious tcrtiles

and arnts.?u

Thc rnost rcliablc and olclcst sources on the Bcdestan und the surrounding lJltzLtltr

,rc ths rr,rrk/ dccds 1nd rcgistcrs. According to a rr'ak/dccd ol' l'17-1, rvrittcrt irt ,'\rrtbic.

tlrc flcdcsti.ll coltltirrcd 12.1 slrups witlr coll'e rs (.sutttluA ). lrtttl outsidc it tlte t'c ue rc 72

s5gps occupiccJ by vlrrious cnrl'tsrtrcl).''' ln Ilte rcgistcr, tlrc rtlr',s ol'slt01ls rrt'c listetl :ts

l'gllgws: tle blzlr;.rr 9l'silk nrcrchlrnts (.rriq ul-ku::ti:irr),1hc bltzlrlrr ol'tlte crtJl-ttlltkcrs

(stiq rtl-kulltirtisirt or kut'ukt'ulur r'(' tuk.l'(('iler) , tlie brtzlltr ttl' uscd goods l ltit -

prt:ttri). tlrc buzlrrr ol'bootnukcrs (.sti11 ul-khtlJiJitt or kuvrt.flur). the blrzltltr ttl'srrd-

tlle rs (.t.tiq ul-,surrid.jirt). ;.rntJ Ihe bazur.rr ol'cottotl-rvtlol drcsscrs \siq ul-ltullidJitt)'

Accor4ing to a lutcr "dctuilcd" rcgistcr driiwn up in l-ltl9 I'or tlrc collectiort tll'x'ukJ

rcvcnucs. thc ltcdc5tutt tlrcn corrtlinctl l2(r slrops insidc, itnd thcre rl'crc 7ti2 shtlps irl

the buzuars i.tround it. I'tlr i.t toti.ll ol'90ti sltops in ltll'''"

Acctrr<ling to thc registcr of l-520, thc hetlestcrt containcd 126 shops w'ith ctlll'crs rtttd

f 5 cortcr sStrps (kdsltt) bclorc it w:.rs dcstrclycd by'lire irl l5l(r; *lrcn it wrts rcbttilt

al'ter thc llrc, it ftouscd 1.10 shops with ct-rll'crs itnd 2ti corttcr sltol'rs.'"

tnuregistcrol'lgJuly'149(rinrvhichallol'thcrr'at/iol'thcConqucrorrtrclistcd'wc
lind the lollorving:

,, Tt*. a**d 
"nl1 

ilro bedestutts in thc Grcat [Juular arcl. l'ir'li1u !'elcbi, itt.!c-trrltulrtrrrrr(" \ol. l. pPP' t'l'l' ('17'

nrcntrtrrrs onf ) two ht,lesrun.r in lsranbul. onc cullcd Bt,tlt.srun-i .-ltik or [,'.tki IJtdc.ttttn (old l]cdcstutt ) and t]tc othcr callcd

Betltsttttt.iDjcdidtlr}t,aiBt,tlt,'tItttt(New[}cdcsti.rn);hcattributcsthccttttstructitttttr|.btltht
but t5e x,rA7 dcctl ,l l-il0 csrablislrus thur thc Ncw llc{..lcsrun uus built irltcr tltrrt 1clr. livlrll ('clibi :trtte: thrlt. utllrLc ll)c

Oldllcdcstan.inthcNegBcdcstun"ngsalcisrnudcol'pruciousthingslikcjewelrybutluxuriou:8;lrr))cnt)like :rlIsirttdtlrc

likc.."nris crpluirrs *h-v- thc Nc*, l]cdcstun was lrlro callcd tlrc Silk i/.srukla/t lJcdc.(rn. *lrilc titc OId llcdcstarr u:ts krloutl

al:oast|lc.|crac|ryl}ctlcst;tn.Cl.l-cl]run'|,t,',s'4g,'utll.|,\,u|tI,(|,irrrsl7l.{).1lp-l(l..l7'Cri:ttrbalt|c\,r||lr|tlrr
'l urquiu ( ill;rdrrd, l9t)5 ), pp. -104, crrunrcrarcd jcwclry and :ilks ol gold .trtd silrcr it\ bcittg ()tl \rtlc in tltc lJcu r:trrtt :trttl

'bscrvcd 
th't in onc sh,p alonc nas lbund ls rnuch jcu'clry I'or srlc as in tltc u'hulc:qulrc ot \lcdin, dcl Lrrttr|o lor

inlbrnr.tron on \\i.trcs sold ut thc Oltj gcdcstan in thc si\tccntlr ccntury, ser: Rutttbcrti ( l5l1)' tran:. A'll l'1b1cr' in /lt(

nttl>tl und Kt,leinu.riel, p. llabingcr,cd. (Munich antl Lcipzig, l92l), p ').1; J Sandcrson, /r('rcl\' t'5ti1-l60:' (lottdott'

l93l), p. jg, !tineruire tle Je,un Muurart!, L. Dorcz. ctl. (Purrs, 190 l). pp. l-lo-17; Nict'rlas dc Niet'rla1. 1'r't '\'rrtiSrrlroar'
pirtgrinutiurts et l,'u_t'ugt,.t Jui(.!e .,il 

'l'urquie ( Ant$'crp. l5?6), p. 2--19. Slavc rttcrchants did thcir sclling in thc /rr'tlcrrtrrts'

with only rrrale slavcs custorrrarily, bcing scrld in thc old l]cdcstan: scc A. lLclik, Lstutrbu! llu.t'uti. lu)o-llo() ( lstrtnbul'

le3l ), pp. J5-16.
?, 1)rrblrslrctJ by osrnan trgin, f'utih lttrurtti l,ukJi.rrti (lst:rnbul, 1t1.1j1. 

-t'lrc 0riginrl ruAJirrc ol l'17.1 (tc\t ()rr p () rrl

Ergin, cd. ) rcutJs: ",lt-l)ar ttl-Ru::i:i-tu ul-tljulittu ul-tlu'ruJu bi-lJt':ttttttrt ulluti Ji tlukhtlihu nti' ttttt nu url)u ttt trtt

'i 
s hri n .ta ttd u lrutt rrti n .tu niLli k

builr; l:rgrrr', rrrlcrcr)cc (/,.1, s.v. "lJctic:talr," pp. .t0-.t l ) thrrt rltis wa: tltc \cu lle tlc:tlrlt trr Srlk lJctic'lrrtt i: rrlt't:tle lt I ltc

Ncwllctlcs[lrrrrrlrsbui|ta|.tcrl5]()tnthc1l|ucctr|.tlrcSrrrlrl|1JcdustlrtrtlrKtrltl..llur
allati lcskunu lihi al-kirbasilyun," statcs thc yaAyt1 c t-rl' 1510. ln thc l-5lti dcsd onll .rirrrrlA.r or collcrs \rurc rl)cr)trorled :t\

cxistlrlgrrrtlrclJctlcst,n.[.-r'liyaC-clcbi spcaksol'tlrluhs(borcs)rtndrtttrfi:,'rts(st()rc\lin'\'()'uhulilttrttt'l'p(rl1'(rl7 lrr

st'ltttcbt,/r.r/rlrtsthcrcisntcntltlntlrr|1o|'shops(llAAll:
p. 6X. \\,lritc l l hrrt l tur.t iil (ttnstunlitroplt,. vol. I, p. 174) spcilks ol "ittonF.. lirc-prool boxc: :ttrtkcn irltt) rl \\;rll ()l

|l|i.|s0nilr}utidcrrhcll<-ror...lJv|iyaitsscrlsthatthcrerrcrr:''untlcrgroundt1cptlts/lltalr:rlt/wltlr
tirspla.rcd ril thc outcr shops $crc elrricrl und \torcd cueh day (p.612) 1)crn:ehu.trll tllcllti(,tl\ woodctl bo\c\ rll $tll!ll

lrccfoJs tc\(f fc) urc \'crc :torcd in thc shtips I'l tt14t'huth t'ittt'r Rt'i.st' rtut'h Lttrttlttrttittttptl. 1t ')) S'

'?? Basvckirle I r\re hivcs, lstarlbul. Nlaliyedcn M udcvve r Ntl l9'

'i lstanbul llclcdiy'c Ktiti.iphancsi, M. Ccvdct Kitrrplrri, No. 0 61 '

(J
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.'ll-llu::ir:i,r,ru, locuted in lstlnbul, thc scat ol' thc Ottoman Sultanutc.
Irci.rr the Ittturt't tll'the lltc Mahnrud Pusha in thc district ol-thc -Cakir-Agltu j\losquc, ctlrttains l2tJ sanduks wrth the dependent shtlps rvhich arc
ldjrtccnt to it. -l-hosc ilt its cnvirons occupicd by cltith nrcrchlnts, cr.rp-rnuk-
crs. tlrilors, lrnd othcrs knorvn as Bil -Pu:uri are altogcthcr lJ49."

ln tlre (trllorving tablc is shorvn tlrc nunibcr ol'shops rvithin the fuda.r/nl and in thc q'ar.1r

trutside it us rccorded in vurious tt'uk I' docuntents.

'l'lrc IJt'dt'stttn tl' Istttnbul 1

Arnrcniuns ancJ othcrs. Thcy chattcd ilrlicably wirh cach tithcr, 
^tc 

und plul'cd gi'rrlics

Logcther. 
-[hc posscssiott ol'a shop in tIc berlasltttt g]ve Srcitt ptcrtigc ttl its ouncr'

Thc trvro he(l(.rtuns\\'ere considcrcd tltc ttlost chic lnd cosltlopolitlrn plltccs in lstltn-

bul. As thc dcnland for sp:'Icc in thc Old Bcdcsti\n grcw cvcr grcatcr' thc rcnts \!cre

raiscdaccorclingly'asshorvnbl,theItlllorvingtab|col.rentstnukq,u.

Rcgular shoPs Corttcr shoPs Annual ttltlrl ol' rents

r-171 l4ri9 149(r

Ilcl'orc I 5 l6
llre al'tcr lirc

3 to 15 lO.(rt{-l
20

I "lfie

l)6 .vunduk,
128 .tunduk l5 kt;she

140 .s'ctnduk

2lt kt;sltc
30 l0 to.lt)

lJtde.sturr 121 .s'ttnduk l2(t .s'unduk

(iu'u 7fi2 849 ca. 1,000 t,0il

I:irc destro-r'cd thc tlld []cdcstan :.rnd thc Great lJazaar on scvcral occasions. On l7
Ilrrcl.irrb 9ll ( l(r August l-5 l6 ). thc llcdestrrn und ubtiut 1,000 shops urtlund it burncd
tlr)\rn ( rrs is irrrlic:rtcrl in tlrc rcgistcr ol' l-S20).'" Most ol'the Llusinessnrcn we nt blrrk-
rtrJrl. l-rrter lircs irr w'lrich thc lJcdcstan und tltc IJit-Pu:rrri u'crc dcstroycd occurred on
tlrc lbllow'ing dutcs: r\pril 15, 1,54(r; April 19, l-5utJ; Novcrnber 20, I6-52: Dcccnrbcr 4,
l70l:rtttti ,\pril 17, 1750. l'ollowing thc grcat llrc of 1701, thc Bcdcst;.rn itscll'rvus
rcbuilt,rrrrrl thcstructurcu'hichClrarlcsWlritcsuwin llJ43wasthoughttohuvcbccnu
ncu'building. l:. il. Ayverdi is, horvcvcr, ol'thc opinion that in the rebuilding thc basic
structurc r)l tlrc llf'tccrtth-ccltlury bcdes'lun-*its walls, dorr.rcs, lrnd gltcs -'werc prc-
se t'r'ctl rtnr.l still rcnurincd rr hcrr ('lurrlcs Wlritc slru, tlrc building."'

()rrc ol'the bc^st dcscriptitlns tll'thc btrtc.stutt ol'thc sixtccnth ccntury is

l)ct'rtsclt\\lnl's."7 lls stltcs thlrt thcrc wcrc two bcdc.rlun.; in lstlrnbul'-stonc buildings
uitlt dt-lrnc:, sLrl)l)ortcd b1,pillurs und with high rvindows---in w'hich alt kindsol'jcrvclry
rrnd silks rvcrc sold. z\long thc walls wcre woodcn benchcs, Lwot'ln in width and onc und
rrttc-ltrtll't'ltt in hcight, on Ihc bcnchcs lgainst thc walls wcrc woodcn boxss with gold-
ctrtbtoidcrcd. colol'l'ul l'abrics drapcd over Ihern and valulblc silks stored rvithin thenr.
'fhc bcneltcs thcnrselv'cs rvcrc udorncd with rugs and vclvet pillor.r's ernbroidcred in
gold,;"rnd stlnrc rnerchants hud built anncxcs to thcir bcnchcs and sprcad rugs over
thcttt. rrutking it lrlnrost irrrpossiblc l'or thrcc pcrsons to walk abreast in the nurrow ways
bcttt'ccn. lrt thc ht,dc.s'truts we re nrcrchunts of all nationalities Turks. (irccks.

..'l.lth.tttOz.ed.'1xtt.Stilttttt!::urAutulcttlt,.t.\,ultutt,||t'hnte

rrltu.|ur|i:|rrrrtltcltlrdtl|ctll.tllcrir.tccrtthccntur1,lrndhltsbccnpub|ishcdittl:,atihtlt'httttdll|,'ukJi.t
' 'l 

hc corrce t tietc is gircn in Rustcnl l'l:a Tarilri, lstanbul Univcrsitl l-ibrlrl l\1s., {'ol. l(r7l; cl'. A.N{. Schncidcr,
'.lJr:IndctnKtrn'tltntintl1lc|,..l/r:u|l!l'|ll'.\|ll.'1ei!.tchriJt4|(|91l):]tj2'Nl.Cczar,..|stlrnbulYupi|arindl-[.irhriblrtY.rpn

\':rrrginl'rrvc.l..rbii,'\l.ct|er.'..I.itrl'.\utt,tt,I.urihi'.|ru.1tirntu!ari,vo|.l,(|stlrnbul'l6])lb|lorrs[|atttntcr
rr:.\ugurt li. lil:.

'" l"ttrtlt I)t'trt .\lit,tirr.ri, p..lt)0.
'' l)crn'cltriirnt, I u.qtbut h L'utt't' RL'i.tt' rtuch honsturttinupel. p.93.

rn addition, thc corrpctiti.n r.or shops wr-rs so kccn th:.rt,.c ctluld c;.rsiry scll o.c's right

.r..ccupurcy rirr 5.(xx) .rj,rr.l ,,b,,ur .r,500 gord picces.''" r. thc rfi'10's. lr,wevct'' t'c

budcsruttbega' to rose its ccntrur pracc i. thc city''s corrr.rcrci.l lit'c irs tllc rtc\\ eclltcr itt

rlcyogru ( pe ra ), rvlicrc [ruropcan goods wcrc sold, g*i.crr in pubric l.uvtlr' whitc strttcs

tr*t ut this ti'rc onrl, Musri.r *reic'.nts occupied trrc orcl llcrjest.n' *hilc thc gotld-

wi, .rtlrrc!,,cusro.r.riry p:.rid t, gct u sho1"r in thc Sirk rtctjssr:'rr droppctl l'rtlttt -10'(xx) tt'

I -S.000 guru.1.'n

'l'lrt' tttt'rt'httttt's tll' tht' Old llt'dtstttrt

r)ctaircd in[.r'r.,ti.n ub.ut thc shop o\\,ncrs tlI thc oltr r]ccrcstun rtls. is lilund in tltc

survcy rcgistcrs r'adc |or thc usc or' trtc tliubithc collcctors oI v'ukJ rcrts' Acet-rrdittg to

thc rcgistcr or.r520, Musri'rs thcn tlccupic<l l2r or'rhc t.t.l ol'l(rfi sh.Jrs' '1'1 shops

wcrc rcntcd by n.n-Musli.rs, irncl 5 co'lcr srrops r.rnd .r'rc .sttnduk shtlp w'crc'Ltc:'ll)t'

Bc,1'r'ul-matttiis(oflicials in cha.rgc ol'thc propcrtics rvhich rcvcrtcti to thc st:-tte bc-

causcthcrcwcrcnohcirs)occupicatwoo'trrccorncrshops; 
tbat't'ul-ntt)l etrtitti(chicl'

oI thc propcrt),onicials) and tt kus.rutrtoi thc kutriu.vkt,r (an orirciul whosc duty it w:'ts

to rix t'c shurcs oI inheritanccs rvorth,vcr r0,000 ukq'ct.s ancl to collcct tltxcs cluc thc

kudiuskt,r) occupicd onc shop ci.rch. rn anothcr cclrncr shop thc surplus lel't o'er l'r,tti

the w'ukJ'rcve nues tll'thc Aya-Sol'1'a lllosque was ke pt'

According rtl thc rcgistcrs or.r.lgg.nd 15r0, thc disrributi.n oI non-r\luslinrs in thc

old Bcdcstan wiIS as lollows:

\.- pre - | -520

.10 l0 to .15 5l,8tiE
l 510

'" livliya, 5t1'uhutnanu:' vol l' p 6l{'
n I'hree l'turs irt (onsturtlitrttpis' r'ol ll' pp l5l
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Jcws Arrncnians G reeks Europcans Total

'l-he lletleslutt o,f' I.stunbul 9

The nrcnrbcrs ol'this uppcr cluss usually invested thcir crlpital in intcrrcgional trlding
ve nturss, cithcr by overland caravans or by ship.'o

Other nartrcd nicntbcrs of thc Bedcstan includcd in'antil ( tax-l'armcr ), :.r ntulev'tlli
(supe rintcndcnt of t w,ctkJ), and a formcr muhlesib ( rnarke t inspcctor). Tax-f itrtncrs

antl tttutev,ellis usually invested thcir cupital in inte rregional trading and acquircd ljrst-

hand cxpcricncc in conrtttcrcc.
'f-he prof'cssional ntcrchants, thc hodja, ntadc up the llrgcst group tll'te tlrtnts ne xt to

thc elitc antutcurs. 
-fhcse invcstccl their capital in trading expcditions for rvhich tlrci'

cnrployed i.rge nts, both I'rcc lle n antl slavcs.'' Thc Ottonlrn hc,tlju.s, big rncrclrlrtlts w llo,

al'tcr thc conqucst, cante to tstanbul I'ronr Edirne, Bursa and Anklrra, plltl'ed lt cctttrltl

role in thc dcvcloprncnt ol'Ottornan lstanbul by l'ostcring the city's ecortorttic lil'c

tlrrough thcir busincss activitics ts wcll ls by cstablishing r+'cAli, tttuhulls rtnd cotlt-

ntcrcial districts.3'Scvcn nrerchants o1'thc Old Bedcstan wcrc origin:"tll1'crrtf'tstttctl:

thcy incluclcd thrce bookscll ers (sahhAJt), <-lnc watchtnakcr, one coppe rstttitlt, onc ci'tr-

pcnter, and one tuilor.

Onc shgp owncr was a wontan, Ciilnar Badji. ln lirter regisLcrs wolllcn wcrc l'rc-

qucntly l-ouncl on thc list ol'cral.tsntcn ancl tradcrs owning shops in thc bt'dcsltilt- In tltc

l'cntalc sluvc tradc wotttctt wcrc conspicut-ruslv ;.tctivc.

As I'or lgrcigp ()ccLlplrnts, llnlong thc non-Muslirtts tltc nltt.tlc ol'ltt.t cf rutli l).ittntrtri

is listccl. llcrc tIc [cnll c.f rt,tulj t-rbviously rcl'crs to un ltaliitrr. I trre igrl Nl trslirrl

rncrchunts \\,crc rclc.rrcd to:.rs Anrbs or Pcrsiltns. Wc knttw thlrt in this pcritltl
prerchirnts I'ro11 Danrlscus and Alcppo und silk nicrchunts l'ront lran occupicd ltn ilrl-

portant placc in Ottornan conlntcrcial lil'c.tt In 1520, the Arab and Pcrsirtt.t ttlcrcltrtttts

who owncd shops in the Old Bcdestan wcrc narncd as lollows: Muhibb al-Din,'Abd rtl-

KitJir.'Ali. Y0scf, Abdu'l-Fadl, and Kacli Ibrahim, all Arabs; and Persilns Khwirdjrt

Kisim, Ztyn al-Din, and Mahnrid b. Khwajha Shanrs al-Din ol'Cilan. [rrotr.t thc tirne

ol'the ConqLlcr()r on, thc Ottornans strongly encouri.rgcd thc scttlctttcnt tll'lirreigrr

lrrcrclurnts in tltc cupital.

Ad rt t i rti :; t ru t i otr tt ttd t tr gu tti : tt t i ttrt t tJ' t h t O l d IJ t'd t'.t' l tt tr

Thc llcdcstan was unclcr thc gcncral supcrvision ol'thc itrrpcriltl cndowt'ttcltts dc-

plrtme nt; hgrvcve r, Ihc nrcrchants doing busincss therc hld l'ornred a guild corporlttitltt

and, according to Evliya Qclcbi (ca. 1638) the Bcdestan was undcr thcdircct adttlini:-

trrrtion trf'an clected body conrposctl of ".r'llat,A hs. nukibs, duutljis ltnd onc k(thudu.""''

,, Sr:c lnulcik. "Capital l.orrnation," pp. ll5, ll.l--ll. In thc cightcenth and nirrctcerrth eenlurics tltc c,rtttp,t'itttrtt ttl llte

.rcrchants in rhc llctlcstan did 1or changc nruch, ultlrough (irccls lnd Arrrtcrtilttts bcglttt to tltkc o\cr rls tttrddlcttlctt irt tllc

growingliurgpcirntrade.Accordingtolnercryan,l:tutrhul(1u01 ).Il.Andrcaslln,cd,(lstrrrlbul'1956)'P )7'lltcrtrrrl'tr-

ity ol'thc shop ouncrs in thc Old Elcdcst;rn ucrc Muslrnrs. whilc in thc Ncu' Bcdcstltt thcv wcrc nrostll (ircck: ltnd [-:.ttttl:

l'ronrChlos. cl-. 1)ortcr, Ob:t,rtutittrts,p.-lll.Whitc(vol. l.p..l)asscrtrthlttltcSilLllcdcstirn*lstenitntcdcrclusivelr br

A rnrcn iu ns.

'' Inalcik, "C:rpital f'ormrtion," pp I l-5,12'l-12.

" Scc l!'/', Vol. lV, s.v. "l:tanbul," p. 3,1 l.
,,Se'cl|u|rk|nlr|crk.'.l}urseanclrhcC'ottttnerccol'thc|-cvant,,,J|)urnult|thtl.''L'tlntlttticund'\tlt'iulllt,l,'ry

3 no. 2 ( 1960): 219-4'7: tnd idenr., "Capital l:ornratron," pp. l0E-109.

" St1'uhutnunre, vol. I, pp. 6l l-| 3.
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The incrcasc in thc nutnbcr of Jewish shopkcepcrs must bc rclated to thc arrival, aftcr
1192, tll'largc nulllbcrs r.ll'Jcws l'rorn Spain. Portugal and ltaly. Although it is n.tcwor-
thy that thc nuntber of nttn-lVluslirns doublcd in thc thirty-one years betwecn thc rcgis-
ters, in thc pe riod as a whole thc ovcrwhclnring majority ol'merchants in the 1ledcsian
were Muslirn.

It is not ;ltlssible to show corrrpletcly thc clistribution ol'Muslini nlcrchants acco16-
ing to thcir stlcialorigins becituse in nrost cascs no title is given ncxt to the narnes in thc
rcgistcr. ln thc registcr ol' 1520 therc arc no titlcs given lbr 66 of rhe l2j Muslinr shop
owncrs; thc rcr,aining 57 wcre classillcd as f,llows.

n. bey.r

tt lctrttt
kupikulu.t
q'elcbi.s

fl. 'dntil

ntutevclli
nt uht esi h

C. hodja.r ( nrcrchants )
ket hudd
cra f'tsrncrr

D. Arabs

I)c rsia ns
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(r

1
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I

I

I

r0

I

1

6

3

v

v

Total

It will bc sccn thitt twcnty-scvcn ol'thc identilicd nrenrbers of thc old flcdcstan socicty
werc mcmbcrs ol'thc elitc class. tscsi<Jcs the bel,sltnd ulennr, thcrc wcrc two solrJicrs-
i'c'. thc kupikulu vvho bclongcd to tlrc ranks ol'artillcrynien and of1,al,ahu.t.his (olliccrs
ol'rt Jrtnissltry unit). Kupikttltrs arc listcd as shop owners (.rolaks tnd rrtehters) cvcn in
the register ol' l'189. In addition, thc l-520 registcr lists thirtccn q'elehis,i.c., thc sons ol'
pers()ns in thc clitc class. Thus it appcars that a rather high pcrcentage ol'Muslint shop
owncrs wcrc probably l'ronr thc uppcr classcs.

It is notcworth)'that Bali Bey and Sinan Bcy each had two shops. Unlcss thcy had
retircd, it is unlikcly thrt such mcmbers of thc clite class conductcd the busincss ol'
thcir shops thenrsclves. Wc know that usually slaves werc employcd in such capacity.
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In rrddition it is stutcd that thcrc wcrc 300 ['l] brokcr-cricrs (dellal) opcrating inside
the []edcsrun und 200 ['/J outside; that 70 [']l niglrt watchmcn (pasban) patrollcd the
building: and that 300 ['l] portcrs (huntnrAl) wcre in servicc outsidc thc Bcdestan. lt
should bc rcntcrtrbcrcd, howcvcr, that thc ligurcs given by trvliyu arc usually grossly
cxirggcratcd. ln tltc w,ukJ' dccds ol' 1496 thc number ol'night watchmcn is given as 4
onl\.'''

Bccltusc tlf thc irt'tporLancc ol thcir rcspcctivc services, thc brokcr-criers and thc
night ttutchntcn were uppointcd by thc Sultan's diplorna (herat ) and kcpt undcr con-
strtn[ :upe rvision by thc public uuthorities. Othcr workcrs wcrc rcquired tcl show guar-
i.rntors ( kcJil) at thc tirnc ol' thcir appointnrcnt.

z\cct-rrding to Charlcs Whitc, who lel't u lirst-hand, dctailcd rcport of thc organiza-
tion und opcrution ol thc Bcdcstan corporation. those in direct chargc includcd onc
.shu)'kh or kuhvu, onc dcputy inspcctor (nakib) and six cldcrs:

-fhc 
A'rrlr.r'rl rcccives a srnall salary fronr the conrpany, and othcr cmolu-

n'lcnts, sucli us nray bc dcrivcd l'rorn lines levied on thosc who transgrcss
rulcs or attcnrpt to pass oll'spurious itrticles, calculated to bring thc trade
into disrcputc. .'fhe intcndcnt and dcputy arc chitrgcd with rrrattcrs ol'
policy rtnd rtrc choscn by tlrc l:'.snctJ' (nrcrnbers oi thc guild), to watch ovcr
t h.e ir intcrcsts. Thcy dctcrnrinc l'actory and rnarke t priccs.36

'I'hc Ac.t'lr(/ wi.rs rcsptlrtsible bslbrc thc governnrcnt lr-lr the good bchaviour ol'thc guild
lncnrbcrs und lor their strict conrpliltncc r.r'ith the rcgulations and with thc Sultirn's
ordcrs." Whcncver thcrc wlrs an inl'ringcrncnt ol'their rights, or the rights ol'rnernbcrs
ol'itssttciutcd tradcs lround thc Bcdestan, guild reprcsentativcs wcnt to the court ol'thc
cudi, ulto usu:,lll1 srt ut Ihc Mirhrnud Pasha mosque neirrby, to nrakc thcir rcprescntlr-
tir)trs. ,,\s:.t rulc, thc cudi thcn rcptlrtcd the nrlttcr to thc Sultan lnd uw'l.ritcd his ordcrs
bclrlrc trrkirrg ltctitln.3d

'l'hc llcdest;.tn rvlts tt1'lcn l'tlr busirtcss cvcry dlty l'ronr cirrly rnonring until noon (tlur-
ing I{rrttutclitn until thc tinrc l'or ul'tcrnoon pruycrs). The watchmcn cricd clut thc call to
tlttotttllt.\ l)rit)'cr ruttl p;.ttrtlllctl irrsidc thc llcdcstan to nrukc surc thlrt no onc rcrnr.rincd
insidc. ,,\ pt'tlsltcetivc scllcr u'ould scek out tlre chicl'blokcr-cricr, inl'tlrrn hinr ol'thc
lttinirnurtt pricc hc would accept, lnd rcgistcr the salc. Then the scllcr's goods would bc
curricd uround thc rnarkct bylt onc ol'thc nullrerous brokcr-criers who rvould try to get
tltc highcst pricc by asking lbr bids. "Hall'of the brclkcr-cricrs scll gt-rods by auction
*'ithitt tltc rvalls,:.rncl tlthcrs Dcrantbulltc thc contiguous arcudcs lbr the s:.u.llc

pu rposc.""

" r\cc.-rrding to \\'hitc ('l hrr:t I tur:; itr ('ort.stutttinolt /t, vol. l, p. 175 ) thc llcdcstun had twclvc brokcr-crie rs lnd six

\rrtchltrcn.'l ltc irutcltntcn :ld()d on guurd lt thc rrrain cntrancc:, during thc day irnd wcrc rcspunsiblc lor protccting thc pl:rcc

et nrght.
- lbid. rtrl ll. p. 151.

" Sec r\. Rclik. /.rrarrbul ltuyuti, 1000-1100. pp. )5-26.
- Scc A. Rclik, (Jrr .4ltinci..l.rirlu Lstunbul llu.yuti (lstanbul, l9-15), p.42.

" Whitc. I hrtt l tur.t in ('on.vtuntittoplt. vol. l, p. 175. ficrr a regulation lllcctrng brokcrs, scc R. Anhcggcr and fl.
Inulcik. cd:.. Ar.iarirulinte -i Sultuni lter nti<'th -i brJ'-i Osnruni (Ankara, l9-56, pp. 57-r9; on thc rncasurcs introduecd
againrt thc rttalprue tie c: of thc brtrLcr:, scc Rcljk. On .'lltinci ..1sirda ltritnbul I!u.r'uti, p. I l0 ( the original is in lt!iihintne
I)t.lttri Nt-r. ll. 1t. )77, Ba:r'r:ltilct r\rchivcs, lstrrnbul. ) Rclik ulsrt tells about the salc ol-silvcr vesscls in thc tscdcstan (p.

| -r6 ).

'l'he llcde.stun o.l I stuttbul I I

Whcn v:.rluubles rvcre dcpositcd lt-rr salckccping in thc llcdestltrr, ltn invcntt)r)'\\'i.ls

rnadc und the goods wcrc dclivcrcd in trust to the syndics. ln rel.urn f't-tr this scrvicc, thc

syndics collcctcd i.r slltall l-cc l'rorn thc owncr at thc tintc tll'withdrawltl. Sotltetittie:
goods \!'crc uncllirned and bccunrc thc propcrt)'ol'thc lJcdcstirn. ( llorvcvcr, in lfJ'l-l l
new rcgulation requircd that uncluintcd l'ortunes bc turncd ttvcr to thc governtllct'tL. )o'

'l'hc llii;'ilk ('ur.yi or Oreut IJu:uur oJ' Lstutthul

On cach sidc of'the I'our grcat strcets radiating I'ronr the old llcdestltrt itrtd ol'tltu
strecls pirrallel to thcrn, rows ol shops wsrc built l'or tntdcrs und crutl'tsttletl.n''l'llc
nuntbsr ol' thcsc shops increuscd l'ronr 7u2 in 1489, to tJ19 in l-19(r, and to l,0l I irr

| -520. The ntonthly rcnt l'rtlrn ull t-rf'these lnrountcd in l-11J9 to 15,395 ukqu:.tnd irr l-510

to 34,153 ukq'u. Thc Crcat Bazuirr vv'irs plunncd as an cxtcnsion ol-thc Bedcstlrtt. ,'\s the

rents I'rcrnt thc shops belonged to the Aya-Sol'i,a cndowntcnt, thc rrtult't,(lli, thc trustcc

lor thc cndorvrncnt, wlrs the dircct supcrvisor ol'ths sltops. According to tlte rcgistcr ol'

1,520, thc distribution ol'thc slrops wlrs i.ts shown in thc tlblc lbllorving this rtrticlc. ln
the t1blc, cornr; l'shops, solne 7-l in nuntbe r, irrc not listcd scprrnttcly. lt sltttuId bc rtrltctl

thut the shops in u strcet l'acing:"r certilirr cnrl't usualll belonged ttt tltltL crul't ltttd tltrrt

s()ntc ilrdivitluuls ou'ncd nrorc thun onc sltop, whilc solltc slttllls \\'cre opcl'lttcd lts

prr rt rte rslt iJ'rs.

In tlrc scvcntccnth ccntury, ltccording to livliya C-clcbi, the ll:.tz;.tlrr ltttltcllcd ttl tltc
Bcdcstun includcd thc I'olloiving crul't guilds. Iiurtlpcrtn rvottlen cltltlt dertlcrs

(q'ukudjis), satin dcalcrs ( rtrostly Juvs ), brocadc dcllcrs (dttbud jis ), I'e lve t \\ e rtvcrs

(kutiJedjis), cushion dcalcrs (.vusdikdjis), dunAy'i silk \\'cavcrs (ddru.rid.iis). silk gar-

nrent derrlcrs (hiluttljis), slurrvl and girdlc dcalcrs (ku.thukdiis), ulutl.iu ttci.t!'crs

\ulttd.jud jis ). bltlr cloth \\'sirvcrs (Ttc.shtitttuldjis), kcntk/trr dclle rs. r/inrl dcrtlcrs, eot-

tol clotlr rrcrrvcrs (bc:d jis), futuhusi w'cavcrs, tcxtilc nterclltnts ( btt::i:tttt ). clrrllct
dcrrlcrs (khulidiis;, ll'lt dculers \ubud.jis), eoursc \\oolctt cltrtlr dcrrlct's \l,cltttl.ti:).
lrolrrrir cltllk dcllcrs (.s'of'-ihrttrttdiis). rnohrrir dculcrs (.tolillis), tlrc Soltlicrs' lJrtzrtrtr

\,\ipult l'tt:ttri). tlrc llit-l'u:uri lor usctl goods, tltc Wottte rt's lJlrzltltr ( 'lt't't'l l'tt:<tri).
apd tlre rtriddlcrrrclt ( tttt'.t'urul.jis); in thc shops irttrttcdiatcly'outsids tlte lJctlcst:.ttl rrctc
jcrvclcrs, lrakcrs ol'gtlld and silvcr tlrrcud (klubduruiTis and .sirntudjis), llnc cotl'()rl

tcxtilc clcrrlcrs (futghu.s'itl7is), silk dcllcrs (ku::a:), cap-rttl.tkcrs (tukrt'l.iis) rtrtcl

bookscllcrs (.suhhtiJs).0'In panrdcs each ol'these guilds tttarcllcd its i.tn indcpenderlt

Broup within the cornpr.rny ol'thc Old lJcdcstln guild.

Tltc Ilit-Pu:uriulw,uy's prcscrved its scpuratc identitl. rrlthough in thc wuk.l register'

ol'thc Conqucror it is includcd lun()ng thc othcr arrtcxcs tll'thc lledcst:.ttl.'' ('ltrtrlcs

.u\\,ltirc..l.hrt't\.t,ur:in(ttnstunIintlple,l'o|.l'p|7's.l:-rgrrr./..t,s'v...lludgsletl...p..l3.

uscd lirr such l purposc rn l9l-1.

'' ()n tlrc (ircat lJuzlar, scc O. N. l:rgin, /..l, vol. lll s.v. "(rrr.1i." pp 360-tr1: r\vtcrdi. ltutih l)trrr lltrtturt 'r, (i ()ztlr::'
'l'iirk('urliluri (lstlnbul, l9-S-l);S. t:1 rec,/. I.s.v."lstrnbul,"p. lll-l; S. l'cIirrcr.llt.'(;rt'dr I]u:dr,'.1 l\!dttl,ul. ltirlttc
Turing vc Otorrrobil Kurunru llcllctcni No. 92: tl. Inalcik, [,'/'. rcrl. ll s.r'. "lstrrnbul." Jrp. )21 -29'. S. Lrttvsr. l:urtlt irt ()qltt

Bu.te:id'irt .Su l ulu llurita-ti ( lstanbul, l9{i ).

" .9t.t uhutrtulrs. r'ol. l. pp. 61 3- | 7.

" [.'urih trlehnt't II t'ukJiveleri (i\nklra, l']18), p 7l. "All tltr::hops in the bazaar known l: lJrt-Pu:uri is tlic rttrtcr ol

thc Br'--:i:i-t.t'r." (J p. 20 ol thc tcxt ol'thc l'l(i6 rtaAl dccd

J

\,/



white' in describing thc lJit-Pu:uri in the lti40's, statcs that at this tinre uscd clothing
rVlts solcl tltcrc. and retircd Jlrnissarics and Palaccgardeners constitutcd thc rnujority ol'thc rttcrchilnts' The ntcrchants ol'the Bit-Pazuri wcre prosperous; thcy sold cxpensivc
dresscs, l'urs, and girdles and lttaned nroney against thc sccurity ol'goods at rijtes ol'10to 20 pcrccnt. Thc llit-l'u:ttri had its own kerhudu or kult"vurna it, own cricrs. White
also stalcs that thc strcet-scllcrs w'ho displayed thcir uscd goods outsiclc the IJir-pu:uri
wcre rr.,rc nu.rerous than thc regulltr nrcrch'nts insicle.

It should be nt-ltcd tltat tltcrc rvcrc also othcr rnajor conrnrcrcial ccntcrs and build-
ings itround thc Old tlccjcslan and the Creat Bazaar. To thc east was a block ol'220
shops knort'n rts ths Mahnru<J Pashu Diikkanlari- (Counting thc shops around and bc-lrind it' thc total wa:j 265.) To thc south wils thc carilvanscrai cirllcd siileyrnan l)asha
Odrrlari, cot.tttttonly knorvn as the Slavc Markct (E.rir pazari).To thc wcst wcrc theBodrurtl Kcrvrtnsrtrlryi, the I lor.se Markct, anrJ rhc q'ur.yiol'thc bow,-and-arrow-nrilkers.

Crll'ts rcllttcd to ltorses lrnd horsernanship as a wholc constitutcd a r'a.;or branch ol'Ottonrart industry' Bclbrc the Conqueror built his own mosque ancJ the Sulrul pu:ari
[o '\crvc lls thc nc\\'cot]lntercilrl ccntcr ol'lstanbul, thc horse nrarket and ancillurycral'tsrvcrclocatcdt<lthcrvcstol'thcoldBcdcstan. lnl4T0,whcn Lhcsctrrut,hunewithits ll0 slrops wrts built ncltr the .gultutt Puzuri, thc Conqucror gavc a rnonopoll,in
saddlcrttllking and othcr rclatecl cral'ts to the guild ol'thc ,.orrach-tt,e,. -l-hc rcgistcr ol'
| 193 lists l'16 saddle rs, all M uslinrs, ron.,. ol' the rn Janissaries, working in thc
surrucltune.oo

i\'1tlre rccent stlttisticltl ditta on the Crcat [Jitzaar is givcn by Osman Ergin.o, In thcl9'10's, thc llii-t'iik q'ur'yictlverctl iln ilrcil cll'30,700 square mctcrs lncJ inclucJed 1,000shops' ll'thosc roonls in the /tcrts uscd as workshopsund shopsarc includcd in this total,the ligurc reachcs'+,000. Arouncl thc Bazanr thcic originally cxistcd twcnty-on c ltutts,six ol- rvhich wcrc dcstroyed by earthquakcs. Most of thcse hctrts wereconncctcrj with
thc strccts ol'thc llitzaar uncl thus bccame un intcgral part of it.oo In thc Bazaar itselfarc livc sttiltll Iltosqucs, otlc school, scvcn lrruntains, onc wcll, ons running strcarl,;.rnd
otlo public I'ountltitl with e bttsin. Thc Crcitt Buza:.rr has eightccn gltcs t. thc outsiclc.

Dc'lturt tttt'rtt oJ' M:tort,, L/ttiycr.ri t.t, oJ' Chigug0,
('hiceeo, lllinoi.s.

g

v

'" on r.rrrrr, l,/,i." scc ('ilgrrJ.) [,rJuq:r], "rsranbur Sarrach,ncsi," furth l)ergi:i.r no:. ,5/{r ( i9_5 1--51): r5r;sce arso thcrerrcn:rl '.rl thc drpr.rrr.r in A. Rclik, /,rrrrabrtl Iru).utr, rtoo-r:00 (lsr,nbur, r9J0), Jr.4l.

,r,,,rili 
t:rgin' / l' rol lll s v' "(ur'1i " p. -j61. tirgrn *'as the hcad of rhc dcprrrrncnr ol'srarisrics in rhc nrunicipaliry ol.

'" Such Jn rrranSc'llcnt cristcd *ith the bazailrs in lruniirn cities, scc, e.g., Abdclrli Karank, ..lthur -i Bu.rttirti -i'l:trhu)d1ttrt, rol. l. 1 l'chrurr, l-]51 ,.\.1t.) pp. l4-_5 l.
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1 M PER IA L PEIT M IT IIOR TII I] CONSTRUCTION OF A
flliDES-|A N AT IiOStlTTA

'l'hc IJcdt'.ttun ()l l.stunbul l1

'l- ru n.s lu t iott

This is an irriperial pcrrlit lor Vizir Ali Pasha to build t Bu::ri:i.ttin in Reshid

IRosettal.l'hc contents ol'thc inrpcrial diplonia state tlrat thc holdcr oi this cxrtltcd

irnpcrial diplonra, nty vizir Ali Pashl*--may God maintain him in his high positi-

tion,--whcn hc was governor of f:gypt, the mcrchants und wculthy tradcrs a]l calnc
together in his prcsencc, and solicitcd hirn to build t bu::ti:is'titn in thc itlirrcsaid city
stl that thcy would not havc thc worry ol'carrying thcir goods cvcry ltlorning and cvc-

ning I'ronr honrc to ths shop and back. Thcreupon Ali Pasha built tlrcrc itt a wcll-
protectcd plucc, t hu::A:i.stutt, and all the populaticln cll' the city cattlc to thc t'rlrli's
court and usse rted that it was to the bcst intcrcst ol'evcryonc thlrt all kirlds ol'cloths
sold by thc yard [:ira' = 65 cm], and pcrl'unres and drugs bc st-rld cxclusivelf in thc

bu::ci:istan, and that all the broker-criers of thcsc trlrdes do thcir transactions in thrt
place. Sincc thcir decision was recordcd in thc t'uili's officill rcgistcr and rt copy ol'it
w,as scnt to nty cxaltcd Portc with the rcqucst lor an inrperial Jerntutr l'or its conlirltlr.t-

tion, tgranted this intperial diplorna and ordcr that fronr now on all kinds ol'cloth sold

by the yurd, and pcrfurncs and drugs ilre to bc sold cxclusivcly in thc al'orcsrtid hu:-
:et:ist1tt ol'Ali Pasha, und thc brokcr-cricrs are tt-r be on duty thcre. No onc is tt.r bc

obstructivc by any ntcans whatsoevcr. Lct it bc known in this I'ashion.

* Thcabovcdocunrcntiscontuincdinl\1S.,f/rrn.rlttt'ut,lJritishtrlu:r'tuttOr.t)5()J,Jol.J-).'l'huNllttu:cript
includes nroslly statc pupcrs ol sultan Sulcyrnun's tirrrc. Urrdcr Suicyntltt I ( l5l0- | 5(r6 ) the rc $e rc tr() /\ll
[)ashas, cach ol'u,hnnr bccarnc govsrnor of ligypt Scmiz Ali Pasha in | 55], and llrdirrr Alr l)ashrt in 1559;

scc M. Siireyya,Sidlill-i O:ntuni , /// (lstanbul lfl95), pp.'l9li-99.
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