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Halil INAI-CIK

THE EMERGENCE OF BIG FARMS, QIFTLIKS:
STATE, LANDLORDS AND TENANTS

The legal framework for landholding ol- agricultural lands in the

Ottoman Empire was provided by the Shuri'n, lslamic Law, and the 'rr'/i

kdnfin's, state laws issued by the Sultan. While the Islamic Law protected
free-hold rights of the individual on land in general,.the kAnfin system

wars concerned with the nraintenance of state control on agricultural
lands. The history of landholding in the Ottoman Empirc, or in Islarnic

countries in general, can lre summarizcd as er constant struggle bctwecrr

the state and the individual for control of agricultr.rral lands, which
constituted the principal sourcc of wealth for capital formation or state

finances. The state's concern to maintain its control of'agricullural larrds

was primarily determined by the statc's absolute dependancc on agrarian
production for its finances and the maintenance of its sipdht, nrountecl

forces. The state was also concerned with the I'il't-!rint' systcnr as the basis

of the traditional system in agrarian production peculiar to the Middle
East.

The Qift-flane System: Small Family Farm Units

The law guaranteed a tenant, normally a married man, and his heirs of
male descendence the right to enjoy, permanently and freely, possession

and use of miri or state-owned land when this land was duly acquired and

used under the specified conditionsr. Permanent tenancy under a

rForacomprehensivedescriptionoflandtenureintheOttornanniriregimesee0.L.

Barkan, <Osmanlr Imparatorlufunda Qiftqi Srnrflannrn ttukuki Statirsii ", Lilkti, Ankara,
lX-Xl, 1937-1938: Idem, <Toprak Hukuku Tarihinde Tanzimal ve l24l (185ti) Araz-i

Kanunnamesi>, Tun:intal, lstanbul 1940, pp. 321-421 ; <Qifrliku, (inalcrk ), fitrt.r't'lopuc'diu

d lsfun,2nd ed. (hcreafte r El'?), ll, pp, 32-3.
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Prr[)r'tuijl lcasc ilnrountcd to an actual possession of land by the farmer-
rt'.rit<i. ln lrlditiort. thc stltL- slrw to it through its agents on the larrcl,
.:ri1illtis rtrlcl citdis, tlurt third pcrsons did not alter the original status ol'
tltc Irrrtcf r. 'l-ltc litttcl urtcl labor ol'thc lirrmer-rc'ayu were scrupulously
protectcd by thc statc against third parties who might attempt to convert.
tllcsc litnds iltto privltcly owncd lurms and reduce the peasants to
lrrborcrs, slrlrccroppcrs, or scrli on these lands.

The sili-lLrirtr sysl.cm consistsd ol'organization of agricultural produc-
tion on the bitsis ol-pcasant houscholds, /lcirlrs, each of which was given a
si.li or sif'tlik, i.c., a plot of land of suffircient size to sustain one peasant
houschold ancl pay lhc <<rent>> to the landholder (the state). The size of
the rilrlik v:rricd with thc l'urtility ol'the soil I'rom 60 tliiniim to 150i. This
was thc basic agricultural unit. If a g'iJilik was found to be divided among
several posscssors, it was, as a rule, restored to its original form. Also, if
the head of the household in possession of a gil'tlik died leaving several
sotls, tltey were to possess it collectively. The size of household varied
according to the region.

The gif't-[r?rtc systcnr was an integral part of the tiniir system, the basic
rrrilitary institution in the classical period. In the tinfir systemo control of
agricultural production, and thence of the land, is shared actually by the
stlrte, tltc lirrrtrer, itnd the sipdhi, mounted soldier of the imperial arn"ly

living in thc villagcs. Thc .vprilri was assigncd a tinrur which consistcd ol'
collecting the fixed amount of state revenue from the peasants in a

defined area of land as his salary. The assignment of tfmdr gave him some
rights ol'control over the land; he implemented t.he state regrilations on

I [)su:rll1'a lirrtttrt conlrlrcl bctwccn pcasaflt ttnt).ripiltilcting in lhc. nurne rll'lhc statc
wxs concludcd. lbr an exarirplc sce, Bclgclr,r, Ankara: Trirk Tarih Kurumu, vol. X, no. l4
( l9ltO-tl l), pp. 52-3, documrcnt rto. 157.

' A a'i.lilik is defined in the Kcininndnrcs

(Arable Land in ddnijnrs; I 920 sq. nleters)

Sourt't
Barkan, Kununlur,I,
Istanbul, I943,8-13
Ibid., pp. 66-t6
Ihict., p. 308
lhid.. p. 308-1

Ihid., p. 3?6-2

I'i,rtilc Muliunt

' On the tirlrir systcrn in gene'rrl. see my, Thc Ottonutn Enrpire ; Thc Classitut Age, t 300-
l600,Lontlon, New York 1973, pp. 104-lltt;O.L. Barkan, <Tinrlr>. islam,Ansiklopedi.ri.
('ri: ll..l-14. pp. 286-ll-1.
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the transference and use of land by the peasantss. Since the titnurs were

indivisible and unalterable units as recorded in the survey books, the silt-
huna units too were held irrdivisible and unalterable in ordcr to prot.cct

the fixed tintdr income. The tinrur system and thc rigid statc controlled

system of the Si/i-lrune was undoubtedly one of the rnain reasons why the

organization of agricultural production in the Ottoman Empirc rc-

mained static and resistant to changes entailing other fornrs of landholcl-
ing and production.

This system was prevalent in Anatolia and the Balkans and was closcly

monitored by the state. It was considered an ideal system best suited to

the socio-political conditions of what we may call the Middle East

Empirc tradition('. It wars scrupulously nraintaincd by a traditiortal l-rr,r-

reaucracy as the basis ol'a urrique irnperial systcnr ol'the statc and society.

I-lowever, despite the efforts of the central bureaucracy to safeguard statc

control on state-owned tands, such lands came partly under control of
private individuals, especially during the period of decline and decen-

tralization beginning at the end ol'tlrc sixteenth cetrtury?. The principzrl

form of alteration of :he miri lands cetme about as a result of the Sultttn's

granting certain rights of control to the inclividuals on such lands. While

such rights were rarely granted cluring the period when centralizatiort

and the tinwr systcm prevailed, they becamc widcspread through ad-

rlinistrative abuses during the sixtcenth century. Inllucntial ligures li'orrl

the palace or those close to palace circles obtained state lands in the form

of apanges, or property grants, and subsequently turned thern into

awlydf, or trusts for pious endowments. The change in the legal status ol-

the lancl and labor on it did not in most cases involve a changc irr

5 The Ottornan kdnrintfinu's put at thc bcginning ol'cach survcy book is designccl ttr

regulate and secure the smooth functioning of the tax and land tenure syslem within the

framework of the rintdr: for kdnfinndlncs, see Elr, IV, pp. 562-66.
6 No study exists examining lslamic ikta', Byzantine prottoitt, and Ottomln /irtrril rts

part of one tratlitional systcm in the Middle Eastern history; thc tradition can bc traccr-l

back to the ancient Persian Empire in which the basic features of tlte system appear to hitvc

their definite [orm and continue through (he successive empires in the region.
t The Ottoman writers on the causes of the decline at the end of the si xteenth and

seventeenth centuries focus on the widespread practice of granting the nriri lands as prlvittc
propcrty; see 'Ayn-i 'Ali, Kuvtinin'i il-i 'O;nfin,lstanhul, 1289 1872; Kitdl>i hlii:;tctilt,
ed. Y. Yiicel, Ankara 1974: K. R<ihrborn, IJntersut'lrung(n:ur o:;ntanist'hrtt Vcrv'ultungs'
gt.rt'hit,htc, Eerlin and New York, 1973, pp. 29-34. the author gives a plrtial list ol'sources
on theOttonran declinc, pp. l.63-64: R. Murphey, <rThe Vcliyyuddirr Telhis: Notcs ott tltc
Sources and tnterrelations lJetween Koqi Bey and Contenrporary Writeru of Advice to

Kingsr. Belleran, XLlll. July 1979, pp. 547-72.

Aydrn ( 1528) 60

F.rzurum ( 1540) 80
Ivtusul (Murad III) 80
Sirenr (Murtd lll) 70-tt0

Morc;.r ( 17 | l) 80

as lbllows:

driniim equals

Poor
130

r00 t30
t00 r50
r00-l r0. r20-r30
E0-90

r00- | 20 t50

80
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tamliknan?c. The Finance Department issued an imperial hrman with the

permission. The final tentliknantc was a diploma granting freehold
ownership and specified boundaries of the land. Usually tr s'ttttrnan {, or ir

detailed document describing the land in detail after an on-the-spot
inspection was drawn up". At the sanle time the new status of thc Iund
was recorded in the ntu.fu:;.yul de/'tcr, imperial land survey book which
served as a basis and reference in all future decisions to be madc by the
central government. In the Sultan's tenrlfknanrc, it is noted that the land
in question was originally of the ntawdt category, and that when
reclaimed, it would be cultivated by the rc'avii only if they agreed to
work as paid hands and not as lbrced laborers. Also, their share ol'the
produce was to be surrendcrcd to thcm accorcling to a proportiorl
prcdetermined in the clocumcnt. Sincc the.statc clid not allow thc ch:rngc

ol'stittus ol- the rriri lurtcls, ntost ol' thc typical big lirrlns owccl tlrcir
origin to the reclaimed lands.

Reclamation usually meant investment of considerable amount.s of'

capital and thus (entrepreneLlrs)) were almost arlways members of the

higher echelons of the ruling elite, including the military and clerical.
Cases of merchants or urban guild mersters owning such lands were rarely
fiound in the survey books before the eighteenth century. ln the period

when the certtritl burcaucracy was powerl'ul, it was a deliberate policy
on the part of the state to favor the ruling elite while social and econornic

developments with decentralization would bring about consiclerable

changes in the composition of the class of the ((entrepreneurs)) in thc

eighteenth and nineteenth cent.uries I o.

Even in the early pcriod, labor was sometimes supplied by re'i.r'a
agreeing to extra work outside tintar lands or by runaway peasants or
free re'dyd unregistered in the imperial survey books. Sharecropping was

a common mode of labor of re'a)'a origin. However, it became necessary

for the <entrepreneurs> to look for labor on reclaimed lands outside the

re'at'a since the state strictly adhered to the SiJ't-fianc system to protect its

regular source of income. On farms ol ntewfu origin, use of servile labor

" For an example ol .rrtttrttintr,, sce l-l . in:rlcrk, I:itih D,rri (.i:rrindr' 7'ctkiklt'r vt
l'c'.sikulur, Ankara, 1954. pp. 219-2?3.

r" See l-1. inalcrk. <Military and Fiscal Transformation irr (he Ottonran Enrpire. 1600-

f700)>, ,4rthivunr Ottottutttit'unr, Vl, Leuven: Peeters, 1980, pp.2tJ-3-l-17; H. Inalcrk,
aCc'ntralizalion lnd Decentralizltion in Ottonran Administrutirrnr. Strrr/ir'.r in liightu'ntlr
('ctttur)'lt'lurttic lli.rtor.r. e'cl. T. Nlfi'and ll. Owcn, London und Anrstcrdarn, 1977, pp.21 -

52.
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tlre organization of production. The gi./i-[ane system continued and
the relationship between the farmer-re'dyd and private individuals or
uilta/'was the sarne as under the timiir system, As belore, the new-
conlers were simply collectors of the <<rent> in the fiorm of dues, and
as a rule, did not attempt to reorganize the labor and production on
these fands. In briel plantation-like farms rarely emerged on the wuk.f'or
ntulk lands from ntiri origin. lt should be added that the state reverted,
though not so extensively and energetically as in previous centuries, some
of these lands to their orisinal nriri status.

Big Farms on the Mawdt Lands

In the Ottoman Enrpire, plantation-like farms, that is, large agricul-
tLrritl luttds organizccl as a production unit under a singlc ownership and
managemenl and usually producing for market came into being mostly
on nruv'ul, i.e ., waste or abandoned lands outside the areas under the SiJ't-
hane system. Prior to the eighteenth century, such big farms were usually
developed by members of the ruling class on mowdt lands, and labor on
thenr was mostly supplied by slaves or sharecropperss.

Reclamatiorr, 1r,rrlc,ntlirme or il.tya', was accomplished under special
provisions o[ the Islamic Law, and encouraged by the state. The llrst
prerequisite to it was the introduction of some substantial improvements
in the waste land. such as the const.ruction of water canals and
preparation for cultivation. The second requirement was thel imunls
(Sultan's) perrtrission through a special document which recognized pro-
prietirry rights on the reclaimed land. The Sliuri'a provided ntulk,
freehold status for the land reclaimed by the individuals, including non-
Muslim subjects, and the imint (Sultan) readily authorized reclamation
and ratified nrulk character of duly reclaimed Iand. The state encouraged
suclt reclamation projects for obvious reasons: for extension of arable
land,.most of which eventually became converted into a pious endow-
ment lor a charitable purpose or public use. The formal procedure lor
issuing a tcnrliknintc, document of ownership, was that the promoter of
the project subnritted to the Portc his project, defining the land and
speci{Ic reclarnation method and objcctive, and asked the Sultan's
permission. In the early period of Ottoman history we find exanrples of
entrepreneurs first restoring the land and later obtaining the Sultan's

" Scc nry ,, llicc ('ultivltiorr lnd tlrc ('cltilkt'i-Rt,ii.r'ri Systcrn in the Ottonrun Empirc,>
'l'ttrtirtt. XlV. l9t{1. pp. 69-141, and r.Mu'). El:, (lilrthcoming).
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farmers who would use the water supplied by them for their own
cultivation of cotton and other staples would be required to surrencler
one half of their harvest. In the case that the land leased by Mehmecl

Pasha was worked by workers paid by him, the whole produce belongcd
to him. The Sultan gave his approval by a dccrcc through thc clcpatrtnrcttt

of finance on the condition that the timdr-holders and the re'uyi of the

area consented, and that when reclaimed, the lancl would be cultivated by

the re'a_t'a only when they agreed to work there as paicl hands and not as

forced labor. Also, the peasants' share ol' tlrc procluce w2ts to be

surrendered to them according to a proportion predetermined in a

document.

The Spread of Big Farms z Mutkdta'a-Mdlikane System

Along with the expansion of plantation-like farms ol nruv'iit origin,
there emerged processes leading to conversion of ntiri lands into big

farms in some areas especially during the CelAli disturbances of the encl

of the sixteenth centurytt. According to a justice decree, dated 1609 ''t,
influential people among the military, including kupr-kulu in the pro-

vinces, appropriated for themselves lands abandonecl by the villagers i.ts a

result of the Ce ldlf disorders. Settling in them slaves or hired men, they

converted them into their own private estates. Because of the gcncral

shortage of labor, lands of this sort were usually fenced and turned ove r

to livestock raising, thus becoming veritable ranches. Use and appropri-
ation of peasants' lands abandoned in the periods of internal disordcrs
had became normal procedure in converting the ra'a)'u-niri lancls into
estates of big landholders. (lncidentally, livestock raising, for the same

reasons, constituted prevalent economic activity on ntany big farrrrs of
mawdt origin, too).

Also, extensive lands ctf niri origin were converted to n'ukfs or
privately-owned fanns rnostly as a result of adrninistrative inefficiency in

the decline period. Many villagers in debt lost their l'ielcls to tlrc local
notables and military chief's through a simple clecision of thc locitl

Ir Musta[a Akdaf, ('dili i:i.r'uulurt, 1550-1603, Ankara 196-1, pp. 37-44.f"ikret Adanrr,
<Die Makedonische Frage >. frunk/ilrt<'r llistorist'ln' Ahlmndlung('/r, no. 10. Wiesblden
1979, pp..l-s-41 .

ra ll. f nalcrk, <Adirletnameler>, Bclge lcr, Ankara, Trjrk Tirrih Kurunru, ll-3t4. lt)(t7,

pp. 126-7.
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wtls il gc-neral practice from the earliest times, though under various
conditions this kind of labor did not prove to be as effective as

sharecroppersr l.

In summary, through the ntulk lands from n'tev,dt, Islamic Law
providcd a lcgal framework to bring about targe farms owne<J by
individuetls, and the Ottoman state, as a rule, encouragcd the application
ctf this legal device to expand the area of such lands.

A typical cxample ol'a project of this type in the mid-sixteenth century
is a project for rice cultivation near the vitlage of Yenice, submittecl by
Ferid0n Ahmed Beg and the Grand Vizier Sokollu Mehmed'2. They
proposed jointly to spend their own money to build a dam and canals to
secure water from the Sakarya river. The total length of the canals is

cstirrrated at 17,000 :iri' or 12,876 meters. They proposed to grow rice by
irrigating the land fallen into disuse near the village of Qaltr and others,
irncl predicted to be able to sow 15 ntud of seed in the area (one rice nrutl

- 2-5(r.4 Kgr.). l-he rnaintenance of'the dam and the canals was to be
perlbrmed by tlre lbunclers.

They therefore applied for a firman through the department of finance
gritnting the Sultan's pcrnrissiorr for the project. The total amount to be

sown was flxed at 50 ntud for Mehmed Pasha and 25 nrud for Ahmed
Ileg. The produce was to be shared equally between them and the re'd.t,d

artd others who chose to work for them. The tithe due to the timir-
holders was [o be paid by the peasants out of their share. From their
share, Mehrned Pasha and Ahrned Beg vowed to meet the expenses for
burning three candles or candalabra at the ntausoleum of Ak-ftmseddin,
as well as to construct a caravanserai and five fountains in the town of
Goyniik. Mehmed Pasha promised to expend funds for the repair of the
caravan highway ruined by the flooding of the Sakarya river as well as

for repairing a danraged dam in a nearby village (Nerdivanlu). Those

rl Scc lf . irrulcrk, <,Scrvilc Labor in rhc Ottomitn l:mpircr, Thc Mututil li/.'lirt.t ol'thc
l.;lttrtrit'ttnd Jutlco-('hri.rtiutt gl/orld.r: Thc Eu:;t Europeun Puuern,eds. A. Ascher, T. l-lalasi-
Krrn rrn<f lr.K. Kirrily. Ncw York, 1979. pp. 25-52; and <Ricc Cultivationr. The
rescarchcrs who focuscd on thc Ottonran agrarian system have not givcn a duc altcnlion on
rcclarrtatiorr activitics and its relevance to the lormation ol' big Cilttik's. A nrarxist
intcrprctation ol'thc lirrmation ot'big gililiks in the classical periorl of Ottoman history is
rntr()duced by Vc'rit P. Mutitviicvzr, Agruriun Relutions.in thc Ottornctn Enrpirc, x']/-XVt.
('utturit.t. solia, l96l (in Ilulgarian). provides some insightful analyses.

'r Thc text in o. L. llark:rn, <Vakrllar ve Temlikler>, vuk(lor Dc,rgi.ri, tt,pp. 164-"5.
llcrr'. A, F-crid0n i.s the firrnous author ol'the Milnsc'it u!-sulritin ancJ Sokollu Mehmed,
C)rirnd Vizic'r. | 566- l-579.
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courtrs. 1'hus, usurcrs, mostly town-based military or ulema took over
the possession rights of the re'iiya on miri lands, and over time, as a result
of adrninistrative inefficiency, such lands turned into privately owned
properties. Also, a special process developed from the leasing of state-
owned lands which led to conversionof miri lands into big farms: from
the carliest times the practice was established that abandoned arable
f arrds ol- niri status conrmonly called mazru'e or ldli g'i/'tlik in the survey
books were rented by the state to the individuals. These types of lands
became part of the private estates, owing to the inefficiency of govern-
nrcnt book-kecping or abuse of the mukiita a system in the decline
period. In fact, the most important development came with the changes
in the tntkatu a or leasing-out system. During the decline period after
1600, under llnancial constraints the treasury leased out a growing
nunrber of niri lands to individuals for a lile term, and later, on a

hereditary basis which was called malikane, so that such holdings became

virtually like property, leasers actual landlords, and peasants their
tenants. In other words, a whole class of lease-holders (eshab-i mukata'a),
rrow intcrvened between the state and peasants. QiJi-[dne as a system

continued to exist as the predominant organization o[ agricultural
production on these lands, but the relationship between landholder and

larmer underwent a profound change. Now leaseholders who substituted

for the state were naturally inclined to maximize their share in produc-
tion an<l squeeze the re,'iivii labor to achieve their goals. Under a short

lease, this resulted in thc ruin of the area and degeneration of SiJ|'$ane
rrnits. For a remedy, the state introduced an extension of iltizdnt, or
farming-out period, primarily with the expectation that the leasers would
be more concerned with the continuous prosperity of the area and the

re'a.ya under their control.
The leasing-out system became more widespread than ever during the

decline period, practiced not only by the state treasury, but also by

higher members ol'the ruling group, palace favorites, governors, and
apanageholders, who were all a kind of absentee landlord. Most of the

lcascholders in the provinces emerged as a new class of provincial
notables, ayans (u'yun) who as on-the-spot operators, controlled a

greater part of miri lands as mukdta'a or malikune.

'5 Eranrplcs in thc registres of cadi courts: see, S. Faroqhi, <Land Transfer, Land
Disputes and Askeri lloldings in Ankara, 1592-l600r,lMimoriatOner LutJi Brtrkun,Pnis,
l9tl0. pp. tl7-99.
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The l'ydns and Qiftliks

Along with their control as lease-holder of the lands under the old cili-
fidne system, the uyuns also emerged as a new type of (cntrepreneur>r itt
land reclamation and expansion of plantation-like farms. Thcy wcrc

cconomically motivated to maximize thcir rcvcrlucs undcr both thc

inrpact ol' an cxpanding cxtcrnal rtrarkct, and unclcr tltc prcssurc ol'

pecuniary needs in order to sustain their position as tax farmcrs ancl

Ireads of local mcrcenary lbrccsrt'.
It is assurnecl thnt in the dccline period the Ottc-rnlarn ccorlonry uncl

social structure wcre translbrmccl liorn being basccl or1 an Asiatic Moclc

of Production to being completely dependant on European capitalisrn
which entailed fundamental changes in the conditions of agricultr,rral

production and peasant-landlord rclationstT. This hypothesis cannot bc

substantiated with the available docunrentary evidence. The process ol'

conversion of the mirf or waste lands into plantation-type g'i/iliks zts tr

result of commercialization of agriculturc and subsequcntly, growing

alienation of the peasants from the land and more intensive exploitation

of cultivators by landholders were developments wltich affectcd orrly

certain regions which were particularly exposed to external conditions in

the Ottoman Empirers.
The Ottoman land regime, despite these developrnents in certain elreas

remained unchanged in its basic g'iJi-ldne structure as revealed by

contcmporary Ottunran cloculllcntary eviclcncc. It uppcitrs thitt wc arc ttot

justfied in seeing in the Ottoman land regime a parallelisrn with what was

happening in other East European countries undcr the impact of the

"' See I-t. inalcrk, <<Centralizarion and Decentralization in Ottoman Entpirer, Studias irr

Eightccnth ('tntur.t'lslunir Ilisror.t', eds. T. Naff and R. Owen, London and Amsterdnnr
1971, pp, 21-52.

t' Qallar Keyder' <Thc Dissolution of the Asiatic Mode of Procluction', Iitttttttnt.t'tttttl
Soc'iet)', V-2, pp. ITtt-96; I{. lslamoflu and Qaglar Keyder, <Agenda for Ottoman
Historyr, Rtvit,tr',1-l,l97l.l.Wirllcrstein'scapitalistworldeconornylndpcriphcriliz:rliort
thcory had a strong implct on interprctltions on dynanrics ol'Ottortltn sociitl cltitnge, sct:

note lti.
r8 In his recent work, Ix'ontnilc Li.l'a itt Ottotnun Euntpr, Clrnbridge. l9t'tl, pp. l-44.

Bruce McGowiln examined these points in detail on the basis of Ottoman archival

nraterials. There. he triecl to show what particular areas werc afl'ected by the ucoinnrcrciirl

revolution> of the eighteenth century: cl. l. Wallerstcin <The Ottoman Ernpire and thc
Capitalist World Economy:Some Questions for R$earch>, Socirrl utul llt'ttnttntit tli.ttttr)
oJ'Turkc.r, 107 l-1920, Pupers pr<,lentcd trt tht ['ir.rt lnt(rn(tti()nul Ctngrc.s.t on !ht Sttrittl tttrl
Econontir Itisror.r' o,l T'urkc.r', Ankara, l9ttO, pp. ll7-22.

lll
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Iiuro;rcan-capitalist world economyre. Apanage like land grants with
large inconre which were usually granted by the Sultan to the members of
the cottrt and of the ruling class frorn rriri lands and even malikane leases
slrtrtrld bc distinguished liom the plantation-like SiJtliks since thc
apanages were simply the I'iscal-administrative re-arrangement in the
possession of the lands which did not necessarily bring about a change in
the ;i/i-l-talc' system. As far as their economic organization was con-
cerned, they were not different from the lands where production was
based on the g'i/'t-fiane. Thus, the large apanages cannot be included in
the category of big farms under study unless their possessors re-
orgarrized these lands as plarntation-like g'i/'tliks, which was a rare case
since most of these appanage-holders were in a position of absenteeism,
sirnply lcaving the collection of their incomes to their agents (ket[utliis
ot' vo.t't'u(/as), usually chosen fionr among the inlluential local peoplc.
When the systern of collectiorr of income or state revenues through such
local agcnts or tax-larnrers became a widespread practice lrom the
scvcntect'lth century otr, these agents ernerged over time as zlyans, pro-
vincial rtotables controllirrg sources of revenue and t.hence land-holding
and agriculture in the provinces. In the eighteenth century, the pcriod
l7(r0- 1808 in particular, witnessed the rise of ayans which coincided with
the growing European dcmand and higher prices for agricultural pro-
ducts of the Levant as u result o[ what is called the commercial
rcvcllution in thc West. During the new period, the ayans brought under
their control much of the niri lands under the gi/'t-1.1r?ne system as

trrtr/;utu'n or tax-farming leases2o, but at the same time, under growing
western denrand, they bcgan to open rnuch abandoned or waste land to
agriculture, ernd it was nrostly on the latter category of lands that we

lincl plantation-like lirrnrs.

The Plantation-like Qiftliks in the XVlllth Century

Our notion of the plantation-like ci/i lik in the Ottoman Empire comes

rnainly from Cvijic, Busch-Zantner, and Stoianovich2r. Physical descrip-

'e l-fcnri Stahl, Truditiunul Rortruniurt VillugcCornnrunitier, lritns. D. Chirot and t{.C.
Chirot. C:rrnbridgc University Press, 1980.

r" Scc nry. <Ccntrulization and Dccentralization ...> referred to in note 10.
rr J. ('vijic. Ltt I'tittitt.rulc 14tll,4liqrrt,, l'aris lt)l8lR. [Jusclr-Zlntncr, AT4rurvcr.lits.ruttg,

Guall.rrhu.l't und Siedlung in Stido.stauropu untcr be.ronderer Berit'k.richtigung dar Tiirktn:cit,
Lc'ipzig l9-1tl: T. Stoiirnovich. <<Land Tenurcand Relatcd Scctors of thc Balkan Economy.
l6(X)-lt{0()r>. lnlrc Jtutt'nul rt.l' Iitonttntic }listor.t', Xlll, 195-1, pp. 39tl-4ll: i</r'rr., <T'he
('trnqucring llalkan Orthrilox Mr'rchantrr, Tht Journttl of'Eronontir Ili.stor)', XX, 196(),

pp. 1-l.l-.113.
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tions ol g:i/ttiks were made by travellers in the nineteenth centttry: a

gililik was composed of a manor where the landlord or his agent resided,

a number of huts for quartering laborers, a stone tower (a new

indispensable element) for de[ense against rival ayans, thc stalls l'or the

animals, storehouses, a bakery, and a smithy. The plantation-like Ci/ilik
consisted of a whole village, or one might say that the big farm was, ats et

rufe, a giJilik-village. As far as socio-economic features of the new g'i./ilik

are concerned, the following delinition is given. The 7i.l'tlik, Stoianovich
says22, <marks the transition from a social and economic strLlcturc

founded upon a system of moderate land rent and few labor services to

one of excessive land rent and exaggerated service>. Stoianovich also

adds that sharecropping with field, transportation, and other services

supplement the rent given to the landlord. He labcls this dcvcloptttcttt

as an <<internal colonialisrn>>. He also points out that the ncw

plantation-ltke SiJ'tlilr spread in the regions with special geographical

conditions such ascoastal plains and interior basins along the arteries of'

communication and involved staple agriculture with irrigaticln.

Furthermore, he draws attention to the lact that the expansion of the

Ciftlik system was interrelated with the growing dernand of European

markets for the agricultural products of the Ottoman Ernpire. For

example, cotton was the main staple for export from the Serez plain in
Macedonia, where some three hundred villages were divided among

several ayans, by the last decades of the eighteenth century. In the

Balkans, Thessaly, Epirus, Macedonia, Thrace, the Maritsa Valley,

Danubian Bulgaria, the Kossovo-Metohija basin, the coastal plains of
Afbania and parts of Bosnia are mentioned as areas where the a'i/ilik'
village spread by the end of the eighteenth century. It should be added

that such expansion coincided with the land reclamation and inrprove-

ment activities in these areas23. In other parts of the Empire, in Egypt,

Syria, and in the coastal plains of southern and western Anatolia,
parallel clevelopntents took place in an earlier or later period2o'

22 <Land Tenure...D,pp. 401-2.
2'r Now see B. McGowan. op. t'it., pp. l2l-70.
ra Mustall Soysal, Dia Siadlung:;- uttil I-unl.rclru/tst,trtrricklmtg tlcr ('ttkttrttlrt. Ilrlitltgcrt,

Vorsrad dcr lrriinkischcn Ccogrlphischcrt Gcsellschal't, 1976. pp.3l{'90; 'fh. Kotsehy'

Rt'i.se in tlen cilici'rt'hu Tuunr's iihcr Trrr'srr'r" Gotha l95tt ; C Baer' '4 Ilistttr't' ttf

Lunrlpt'nt,r:;hip in lvltxlrrn Eg.vpt, t800-t950, [-ondon 196]: A. Abdul Rithman itrrtl Y

Ntrgata, <'fhe lltizam Systr.m in Egypt untl Turkey>, Journul of ,tl.titttt uml ,l.f t'irtttt Sltrr/ir'.r'

XlV, 'l'okyo. 1971. pp. 169-9a.
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In the last three decades, the use of Ottoman archival materials has
sfred new light on the question concerning the emergence of the Sif'tlik
systenr in the ottoman Empire. Now the questions of how and why
changes in the social structure in the rural areas and in the internal
reorganization of agricultural production occured have been examined in
more detail and on a more solid basis. For instance. we are now able to
scrLrtinize the extent to which ownership of land and growing control of
labor by the land-owner were developed in connection with the rise of the
new g'i/'tlik system. In addition, we are now more aware that the spread of
market-oriented large farms coincided with a parallel expansion of land
reclamation and improvement activity in the marginal lands, pastoral
and flooded lowlands in particular. We also now know that most of the
ttcw gi/tliks with thcir plantation-likc structures came into being on such
lands, beyond the old ntiri lands with their traditional small-sized ci/'t-
lfinc units.

I-lere we shall take up the region of western Anatolia in order to more
closely examine the g'i/'tlik formation in the eighteenth century. Detailed
lists concerning the siltliks of two great ayans, HAci Mehmed Agha,
tttiitt..vcllint ol' Teke in southrvest Anatolia and Kara 'Ogman-zAde

l{tiscyirr Aglta, niita.scllinr of Saruhan in western Anatolia shall be ex-
anrinecl here. Drawn up in the years l8l5 and l8l6 respectively, these lists
fronr the estate books show the private properties left by the two ayans
uporr tlrcir cleatlrs2-s. The sif'tlrfrs entered in these lists of inheritance
carlnot be trutkutn'rrs or state-owned lands leased out by the treasury
thclugh originally they might have been so.

llotlt ttren werc niitt,.t't'llims, or agents acting on behalf of the governor
or treasury in collecting revenues and performing some other financial
and administrative functions in the sancak26. Mi)tesellirns were usually
selc'cted from among the local notables with influence and wealth, and
they, itt turn, used their connections with the government in increasing
their local influence and wealth, especially in terms of land. In both cases,
the total value of their hereditary properties reached approximately a

r5 \'ttztr Nagatit. Somc I)rtt'unr(t,!sot, tlrc Big I:urnrs (Cilitiks)oIthc Notohle.y in Wt,starn
.'ltrtttrtlitt. Toky'o: Institutc lor the Study ol'Languages and Cultures of Asia and Af'ric:r,
t976.

'" ljor niitt'.;cllim sce lny ..<Ccntralizationr,. rcf'erred to in note l6: also y. Nagata.
:lIuhsin-:idt'itrhnutl Ptt5tt rt'.1.r'unltk Mri.sscsr:si. Tokyo. 1976: Y. Nagata, llluteriuls on
tltt lltt.rtritttr Ntttttblcs. Tokl'o: lnstitute lor the Study of Languages and Cultures ol'Asia
lrrtl Al'rie ir. 1979.
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quater of a million groush (253.000 groush for Hirseyin Agha ancl

251,000 groush for Mehmed Agha) which represents a large fortune for
the time. The composition of their fortunes was sinrilar. It consistecl ol'
arable land, livcstock, buildings, equiprnent. and crops (fbr thcir rclrrtivc
importance see Tables I and Il).

The annual profit rate in relation to the capital invested was much
lrighcr in Flriseyin'sq'i./tliks (l/10. ll6,U3) tlran irr Mchrnccl's (l/50, l/10.
ll7).The highest rate was realized by cash crops (cotton production in

the 4'i/'tliks Kara-Agaglr', ancl Ulu-Bara in Hiiseyin's estate ancl ricc
grown on Mehmed's ci/'tlik, Qelttikci). The high profit rate must have

been due to the fertility of soil as well as to closeness to the lzmir market
in the case of Hliseyin's si/'tliks.

The value of the lancl in H[iseyin's si/rliks varied betwccn ap-
proximately I l and 30 grouslr per d[iniinr (l dinint equalls 920. sq.

meters). In Mehmed's S:i/'tliks, it was much lower (2-4 grou,r'ir per ddniim).
The value of land suitable for cotton and maize growing was highest (in

the S('rlik Kara-Agaqlr 33 gnmslt per d6ntint).

The size ol g'iltliks varied between about 600 and ll00 ddniinr in
Hriseyin's and between 700 ancl 13,000 in Mehrnecl's estates. In the latter,
the average size was 8000 diiniinr or 134 hectares while in the former
about 1000 tliinrint or 90 hectares. According to Christo Gandev27,

f if'tliks in the Viclin rcgiort on the Danube variecl hctwecn 30 and 5(X)

hecta res.

Evidently, high productivity and high value of land in Westertt

Anatof ia accountc(l lbr thc smallcr sizc ol-f iltlil;s. l-liiscyit't's sst:ttc wits

made up ol' 8 g'ilt liks, while Mehn-red's were 12 9'il tliks ol- various sizc-s. I t

is to be noted that in solne 6:i/tliks, uncultivatecl frelds were cluite

numerous (in si/tliks Mihaili ancl Ulu-Bara, Ibr exanrple). Thc estatc ol'

Htiseyin included three types ol' t'i/'tliks: those with fields in which the

produce belonged entirely to the landlord, those combining fields of the

former with fields rented to the re'Ay,u, and those siltliks which wcrc

simply leased to tenants.

It appearrs that the first type of Si/'tlik was the standard type with all the

features of a plantation-like large farm. Since the share of labor was not
deducted frorn the yield in the final accounts, we assume that the producc
in the'se qi/'tliks belonged entirely to thc lanlorcl, und tlrat labor wus
wage-labor. With the second type of q'if'tlik, part of the fields were rented

:t See notc' -17.
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In the gi/'ttiks clirectly exploited, we find a cliversified agrictrlturc with

wheat, barley, cotton, and maize being the main crops cultivated' In

Hi-iseyin's two gi/ttilrs (Kara-Agaqlr ancl Ultr-Brtra), cotton' lrowcvcr'

made up the greater part ot'the income. Evelt there, though, we citlllrot

speak of a monoculture. Cotton was one of the principal export itcms ol'

the region since the fiftecnth centurylo. There were also vineyarcls itncl

orchards which made up only a smirll part of the siltliks.
The greerter part of thc lan<i orr the majority ol' rhe I'iltlil;s ol'Hiiscyin

were rented to the rt'q'ft or free peasants. Usually, thc rent was paicl in

kind from the produce of the land and sometimes in cash (in KayrSgrllr).

The third type of gililik leased by Hriseyin brought an important income

aS mLt'accele, i.e., down-payment macle at the mornent of leasing and as

it'dr or yearty rent. This type of SiJ'ttik was of relatively small size, 150'

250, or 1200 ttrintim. ln the directly exploited fields (first type), hired

hands seem to have been the standarci formiof labor' with the landlord

supplying all means of production: land, seeds, plough, oxen, beasts of

burden, as well as accomodations. 'fhe totality ol'the yicld belonged to thc

lancllord. Mentionecl in the g'i/'ttiks of Hasan Agha in Ccntratl Anittolia,

in the lists published by Yuzo Nagatasr, shArecropping was it traditional

form of agrarian labor, and seems to have been replzrced by hired labor

on the more advapced nlarket-oriented Si.lttiks itt western Apatolirt'

Most of the gi/'tliksof the Kara'Ogmfln-zacle lzrmily had the physical

features of a typical g'iJ'ttik as portrayed by western travellers' Our estatc

lists include costly kotruks, i.e., mansions with kiclsks and cofl-ee rooms

with separate watch towers of stone or earth. In addition. there were

ci.ftci ojalarr, or rooms fo1 farmers, stables, and storehouses.

Big Qirtliks in the Vidin Region

In a study published in 1943r2, I exatnined the emergence of the big

Ciftlik owners in the Vidin region and conctuded that the Bulgarian

plasant insurrection of 1850 broke out primarily as the result of' the

socio-economic conf'lict between peasants ancl I'i/'ttiA owners' Thc kcy

process which gave rise to the emergence of big Ci/itik owners in the Vidin

ro H. inalcrk. <Osmunlr Pamuklu Pazarr, llinclistan ve ingiltcre: Pazitr Rckitbetittdc

Enrek Maliyetinin Roliir. Middle l:ttst T't,thnit'ul Univcr-tit.t'. Studit.s itr Dtvclttlttrtt'rtt'

Special Issue, Il,ll979-l9tl0, pp. I3-6.
rr <Sorne Documenls ...)). pp. l8-21.
t2 Tun:inrut vt, IJulg,ttr lvltsaltsi,Anklra. l94l (with a sunlnlitry in French)' pp 90-2'
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to tlre ra'u.rd who met the rent by surrenderingpart of the produce at the
rate of one iils'ek (i.e. measure or kite equal to 25.656 Kg) of barley and a
lrirlf r)('cA' of whcat per diiniinr. In the ci/'ttik Kayr;qrlar. Ihe renr was paicl
irr cash (at a predetermined rate). The first type of 6.iJ'tlik comprised
everything to make it a complete production unit: animal force for
ploughing, threshing, and trarnsport, ploughs, wagons, and other tools,
stables, storehouse lbr crops, simple houses and shacks to accommodate
agricultural workers (gi.l'tci otlularr) and even grocery shop. Horse
breeding also seemed to have been an important occupation on most ol'
the a'i/'tliks ol- Kara 'OgmAn-ziide Hiiseyin. In the capacity of ntiiresel-
lint, Hiiseyin had to maintain a small security force, and during the wars,
had to increase their number and join the Sultan's army.

After land, pairs of oxen for ploughing proved to be the most
important and costly component of a g'i/ilik. It can be said that each

ci./ilik in H iiseyin's estate employed one pair of oxen for every t40 or I 60
diittiittt ot'land (MihAiliand Ulu-Bara were not typical in this respect since
there existed too mitny uncultivated fields at the tirne of recording). In
Mehnred Agha's estate, the ratio shows too great a difference from one
(i.ltlil; to anothcr to give uny example. Apparently, in the gi/'tliks Hacrlar
and Qeltiikci, cattle breeding was an irnportant occupation. Epidernics
appear to have caused great losses of oxen with disruptive consequences
lbr agriculture. Mehrned Agha lost 26 oxen out of 40 on the g'i/'ttik imhan
before the listing.

Because of the high costs of maintaining agriculture and the shortage
of agricultural labor in many areas, gililik owners preferred to convert
their farms int.o cattle ranches or dairy farms (mandra) supplying oxen
for neighboring villages and dairy products to nearby towns. The rate of
profit were much higher in such C'i/iliks and most of these 1..'i{'ttiks were
found ncar cities. Examples can be given not only for the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, but as lar back as the sixteenth century. At any rate,
cattle and sheep breeding had always been an important occupation in
tlre farge si/tliks, unlike the ordinary re'u.y,a gi/itiks28. yegen 0ehmecl
Agha, voyvoda of rire, had several giJitiks clevoted predominanrly to
cattle breedirrg 2e. In the giJ'rlik Kara-Yunuslu, for example, there were
I l3 cattle and 28 horses, but little asriculrure.

:' 
l'1 . inulcrk. ,<clrpitll Fornratien in the ortonran Ernpire,r, The Journttl of'Erttttrnrtt

Ilistor.r',19, I969. pp. 97-1.t0.r" \'. Nlrgltir. Srlrrr, I)tt<'tuttt,rtls. pp. 5-l l.
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region of northwest Bulgaria was the leasing out by public aucrion of
state-owned lands to individuals. This type of lease was applied from the
earliest times in the Ottoman Empire to the state-owned arable lands
which were not actually in the possession of the re'ay,d and not under
cultivation. The treasury leased such lands, wherever available, to
increase state revenues. Such lands, referred to as ntukdtq'a, were given
to individuals on the basis o[perpetual lease inherited only by direct male
lineage, as was the case with the re'dt,d grrftlik possession. The possession
document was called topu. At the time of the lease, the lessee macle a
down-payment to the treasury called icdre-i ntu'uccele. This correspon-
ded to tapu paid by the re'd.y,d to get possession of mirt land, and it
amounted to only one year's income of the land in question. Anyone
willing to pay the it'iirc, or rent, could take possession of such land. This
was A general practice known as far back as the fifteenth century when it
first appeared in Ottoman land surveys. Urban people willing to make
profitable investments acquired mukatu'a lands. For them, profitability
was a decisive factor and so usually when such mukdta'a lands proved to
be prolitable producing such marketable crops as rice, cotton, and
sesante, as well ls lavorably located lbr transportation, they found lessees

among city dwelling investors. In Vidin, there was nothing new in this
respect. What was new was that in the period 1760-1850, Central
European markets began to offer higher prices for the agricultural
products of this Danubian province with easy transportation possibi-

litiesrs. The vast uncultivated arable land belonging to the treasury now
became an attractive investment area. The treasury, however, leased the
land only to the Muslim aghas since the area was a strategically sensitive

one. Such landholdings, each cornprising a whole area of a village was

cafled a a'if'tlik. According to a documeot'to, the Christian peasants did
not have land in their possession because the Vidin province was located
on the frontier and the Muslim population consisted of only a few
thousand. So, in order to encourage their concern with the safe-keeping
of tlre fortress of Vidin, each village in the area was given with a topu to
an agha, notable or commander of a garrison unit. Furthermore, a

special regulation forbade ihe sale of the mirllands to Christian peasants.

rr The expansion of market coincided with the extension of the capitulary privileges ro
\\'cstcrll ltittions, scc,, lnrtiy'izrlt, (ll. inulcrk), El',1 lV;scc also McCowan, ()p. <'i1.. pp. l-
lla{.

tt I f . irrrrlcr k. 'l'tttt:ittttt! r,t, Rultr4ttr Mt,selcsi. p. 95.
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C-iFTLlrs or LlAci N'tulr\lL,D AcllA. wU'rrsttLlM oF'l'EKE

('il r lik s l--iclds (in liinrinrl A n rnral s

()urlittrng Producc ( in r riA )

V;rluc {in groush}

cilrt torch rcctls c()l t ilgc whcat hir rlc;" nrillct

I . irrrlrirrr. Nihiyr ol' istlttttrs ti(xx) 40 oxen. 14 lcft
after cpidcnric

,1 rnillct
ll Acr'/

14.1 t62 l9 10.000

2. Kirrprn. Nihir<, ol' lstanos 9ll4
( | ,55 plots)
Iorchard

I oxcn ) nrillct
)0 karl

40 t97 157 5l 20.000

3. Mrrnly. Ndhir<'of istanos 9_500 tl

)
oxcn

Lrnfit

whcat
l6 Acr/
rn illct

l0 A'cr'/

J l]0 .tl |0.000

4. (olran. Krr--ri ol'Elnrlll 9.\0 ] tlxen ') I _17 79 5.1 l-s..s(x)

-5. Krzrlugaq. Ku:d of' Krzrlklyit ri000 t4oxen. lllcft
rr[tcr cpidcnric

') ) nr illc t

-5ti Arr'l
22 200 t4l t0 10.000

6. Prnlrbrrst. Ktr:ti trf Tclcnni I l.(xx)
I orcha rd

50 <lxcn rv hc:r t

1l riik.
bl rley
l0.r'riA'.

nr illc t

5.5 r riA

t6 7_s r.5 ll 10.(x)0

7. I)rnrrrhiryr. Ku:i ol
Kcrne r-Hitmid

n900

-50(X) pasturcllnd
7 tlxcn. 2 cttws.

I -l horscs

t9 12..s00

l{. I f acrlrrr. Ku:d <tf l}urdur Ir,r00 (16 oxcn. 5 donkcy
-l bu[[llo. I horsc

I 2 t5.(xx)

9. Qef trikci. |wt:i of Aglasun t2.000
3 vineyard-s

234 oxcrt 798 5{t4 ltti 60.000
rice yicld

not includcd

10. f vazkoy , Ku:a of Aglasun I 42 oxen 278 263 10.000

I L Zivind. Ndhiyc of lstanos t0.000 22 oxen. I cow.
97 goats

55 624 4ll 25.000

12. Yuva. Niihi.t'c oI lstanos 700
(7 plots)

l0 oxcn ) rnillct
26 kevl

| 5.000

Total 253.000

I kr,.r./ = 14 okku = 17,959 kg
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Another innovation in the system was the growing tendcncy l"o

consolidate possession rights of the aghas on the nrukitu'u lands, thercby

making them actual proprictors. This tendency was reinforccd by thc
liberal views on land owncrship introduced by thc rclornrcrs ol-tltc
nincteenth century under Western influencc. Wherr. in 18J9, thc Rcscript

of Tun:inlrit abolishecl collrjr,r't the Bulgarian peasants did not want to
perfornr ('ot've( services which actually were regarded as corresporrding
to the rent. The aghas argued that the rent wars to be remitted, since they
said, the Ottoman subjects arre ((lawful possessors urrd proprietors (mtilik
va nuttuserrr/) of their land, no one can occupy and cultivate someone

else's land without consent and compensationr.
It was through rentirrg from the aghas that the Clhristiun peasiutts wcrc

irblc to gct irnd cLrltivatc thc luncl olr tlrcsc f iltlil;s. Orr tlicotltcr ltiurd. tltc
lancls still directly under state control wcrc lurmcd out, l'irst to tax

lhrnrcrs who, as:r kind of'middlcnrcn. rcntccl thcni to tlic pcitsanLs.'fhus.

in both cases peaserrtts wcrc sinrplc rent-paying tcnants. Al'tcr thc

declaration of the Tutt:intit rcforms in 1839. the state tried to stop Ihc

sale by tupu of state lands to aghas. The Sultan's speciul ordcr w:ts

required for the validity of such sales, but still the aghas nranagcd to

obtain possession ol- twenty villages after the date. Also, conversion ol-

commons, p:.lsturc lund, and l'orest areas (the pclsscssion ol'which w:.ts

acqrrired by Ll're tuptt systenr) into'si/tlik lancl scenrs to havc gairrccl

nronlcnlurn cltrrirtg this pcriod.
'l'lrc r7r'r'r,t-i ttritli ()r' r'cltt tln tltc uglras' filtliA lrrntls w:.ts ttot lt sttttplc

rent but involved various payments and services which werc actually thc

conrbinltion ol'soruc olrl lL'rrdll crrstorus. "ilrc 
;lcusurtt lutd ttl pcrl'or.ltt lirt'

tlrc i.rghtr s11y1,1is, scrviccs lirr two nrorrths lr yclr. rrncl clclivcr it ccrtltitt
portion ol'his prtlduce, narncly 25 ol;l;u or -ll kg liorn cuclt ct'op lte

grew.30-40 ol;ku ol'nraizc per cart. onc oAiia chccsc lbr cvcry tert shccp

in atJdition tcl one curtloacl ol'woocl or l2 srouslt insteatl. attcl .1110

grottslr per d[itt[in r ol'virtcyard.
There were additional dues paid to aghas for beehives, pasture land,

etc. The total sum of all the payments made by the peasant was estirrtittccl

tcl lrc cqual to or cvcn grciltc'r tharr the taxes paid to thc slatc. '[he obliglr-
tions establishecl by custom fbr the stewards or agents of'the aghas wct'e to

be adcled to all this. In sum. the so-callecl ugulrk or go.tpoilru'lr/t reginre in

rs Scc l-l . inirlcrk. t<Ap;rlicatirln rll'l'lrnziniit lrrrtl its Soeilrl l:lltcts,,. ..lrrltirrttrr
Ottttttrtutit'utrr. V, 197-1, pp. 97-l 2lJ.

lll
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the Vidin regiorr wls charircterized by a combination of the new silrlik
systenr rvith the old Ottoman feudal custorns. Thc continuation of thc

lcudal services and dues macle the conditions particularly onerous for the

pcasants in this region. The Bulgarian A-lr,:es, notables who covetccl tlrc

lrositicrn ol'Muslinr aghas orr the prosperin g g'i/tliks. providcd leuclership

lbr peasirnts' rebellions in the region in the 1840's. The peasant protcst
rvirs prinrarily against ()rt'(c serviccs, and feuditl custonls itnd clucs irr
particLrlar, sincc the declaration of the Tun:fnrut reforms promisecl to put

an cnd to the old Ottonran regime throughout the empire.

The reaction of the 7-un:intut adnrinistration to the situation is

particularly interesting. The administration first abolished the utrr((s,.

Upon the protest, however, of the aghas who argued that they had the

owncrship of thc land. and sincc the crrrlr!(,s corresponded to thc rent

\ltul,l;-t ttt'tit.li). thc govcnlrncnt i.rskcd both sidcs to rcuch an itgrecnrcnt

tretween themselves. The aghas could not give up the labor with the most

lirvrrrirblc conclitiurrs lbr theltrselves. Without tlte labor, tlte Sililiks coLrlcl

not contirruc. Tlrc ultilnutc goal ol- thc pcasants ancl evcn morc so ol'thc
/irrt':cs wirs trr gct ptlsscssion ol'lalrd which originally bcltlrrgcd to Iltc
stltL'. For tlrcse reasons. a rcal reform could not be worked out. Only the

torvt)t, scrvicc lbr cultivatiorr was i.rbolishecl in rcturtt lbr an increatsc irt

tltc lrrrrptrrtirrrr tll'tlrc proclucc to be dclivcrecl to tlte agha. Thc'futt:itrrtit
adnrinistrltion, undcr thc inllucnce ol'the western view ol'land posscs-

sitrn rurd proprictory rights. cvcrttuitlly cspousecl tlre'vicw ol'tlrc filtlil;
owrlers, while the Clrristian rc'a.t'i were aware of the original state

owfrcrslrip ol- thc Ciltlik lancls. In other words, Turt:itrtut liberalism.

tlrough argainst t't)t't'l(, conlirrned and reinl'orced tl-rc rights ol' the

lrurcforvncrs otr land. Urrder Lhe Tun:inrr?1. the old OttomLrn tuptt system

or lcasing sl.ate lancls on a permanent basis was in the process ol'turning
these lancls into a real proprietorship for the aghas. Later, the hereditary

rights on such lands were lurther extended and the aghas'exploitation of
the peasant labor rvorsened. In 1850, a government report16 confessecl

thirt tlrc aghars <<rccluccd thc peasant almost to slavcry>r on theit'siltliks.
The inspector scnt to investigate the situation proposed as the only

radical reform to prevent the renewal of the insurrection the abolition of
lhe Qosltodarlrk regime and leasing the land to the peasants. The down-
payment (nru'utrek,) made by them would be used to compensate the

dispossessed aghas. The proposal became law, but the government

)" 'litn:ittrttt vc llulgur i/c.rc/e.si. p. 9t4.
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confirrned the statc's proprietary rights orr all suclr lands. As unclcr the

/r?r/ system, the peasant was now to acquire permaltenL tcnancy riglits by

making a preliminary down-payment (ntu'ut't'e lc). This simply rneitnt tlte
return to the old gi/i-fiulc system, and the replaccment oi thc aghlrs by

the re'u.t'a on state lands.

The ra'd.t'r?, howevcr, did not want to recognize thc stzrtc's rights eithcr.
and claimed a pure and simplc transl'er ol'thc land without having to pay

any rent or lease money. These details lrom the Vidin region can

illustrate how explosive the social implications of :he Siltlik systern wcre

in the Ott.oman Empire.
Christo Gandev, who studies the Sil'tlik regime in the sanre area

through locatl sources from the cadi court recorcls ol'Vidinr7. givcs nlore
dctrrils about thc intcrnal organizat"ion ol'tltc Siltliks irncl Ilrc rclittionslri;r
between the Christian fanners and M uslim Iandowners. According to thc
more typological interpretation of this historian, the ncw Cililik systenl

which emerged in this region under the economic incentive ol-the ccntri.rl

European market by thc scconcl hall-ol-thc cightccllth ccntury lrud irll tlrc
chrracl.cristics ol'<<urre rnoclc capitalistc d'c,rploitirtionr>. ln tlthcr wot'cls,

the new Ci/tliks were created by urban investors of cvery social

background with thc- purposc of-producilrg cxport ct'ops lbr thc Austriun
nrarkct. T'hc uncLrltivatecl statc lands or wastc lands wcrc bought. urtcl

transfornrecl intcl ftec'holcl land propertics. The labor lbrcc wits suppliccl

by thc grorving nunrl'rcrs ol- lancllcss<<prolctltrisc>> pci.rslutts wlttt wtlt'kccl

irr (lre ci/tliks as paid agriculturll workcrs. or slurrccroppcrs. Scusolutl

wirge labor was also hired at the harvest time. Profit bcing tltc only

concern of these capitalist landlords, the rent was increasecl uncl inl'criclr

working conditions were imposed Lrpon the workers, while in thc

typicirlly l'eudal Siltliks, regulations ancl custorns put restrictions ott

the exploitation of labor. The agricultural workers on the new <<citpital-

ist> gi/iliks constituted a mass of'serfs crr.relly oppressecl and exploitcd. In
the Vidin region, Gandev continues, tlre average size ol'u Si/tlilr vltriccl

between 30 and 500 hectares. Besides the landlord's nransion artd :t Iurgc

courtyard, a typical siltlik included shacks f or workers, storchouses,

stables, nrills, slaughterhouses, presses, etc. On these sil'tliks, the nunrber

of oxen for ploughingvaried fi'om 5-l2,while large herds ol'sheep, cattlc.
and horses were bred. Thus, the new <capitalistr type Si/'tlik was it

plantation-like farm in its purpose and organization.

rt Ch. Cander,, <L'apparition des rlpports capitalistes dans l'clconontic'rurirle dc llt

$ulgarie tlu norcl-ouest au cours du XVlll' siccler,. Etudt'.s IIi:rrtriqua.r. Solia: Acrtdcnlic
cles Sciences cle Ilulgarie. 1960. pp. 207-120.



t24 ilALIL INAL( lK

Cartdev's observations on the organization of the fi/'tlik in terms of
physical arrarngement, employment, and the relationship between land-

Irrrcl irncl labor sLtggcst similar features in the (i./tliks in Rumelia and

Anatolia, Br.rt I cannot agree with his theory about the origin and

cvcrlttticrn ol'thc ncw g'iltliAs which had to do more with thc nrili ancl

tttttkfittt'c thln rcclanration of new lands
H. I.

I)OSI'SCRI P]'UM

In his irnportant papcr bitsccl mainly orr French consulitr reports, Gilles
Veinstein. <,Ayitn cle la rcgion d'lzrnir ct le commerce du Levant
(clcrrxic\rnc moitic du XVIII" siccle)>> (Rcvut' dc I'Occirlcnt ntu:;ulntut al dt'

lu lvltditt'rnttr(c. XX, lr915. Aix-en-Provence, l3l-147) rightly empha-

sizes that <<si lcs cle ux lyan (Karaosmanoglu Mustalh and Araboflu) doi-

vcnt l-licn IcLrr' lbrtune itLr ble et au coton, ce n'est pas, selon le consul

((-hlrlcs dc l)cyssrlrrrrcl). cn tant que proclucteurs mais en tant qtle gottvcr-

ncrrrs, clrr'utrtpritcs utlrrrirristrltivcs, liscitlcs, qtr'ils ctt prtllitcrlt; ici. c()l1l-

rrrc rlluts ttlrrt lc t'cstc dc s:.r corrcspondattcc, il Itc ttttttttre attcttltctncnt ctt

du\ ccs pltlprir'llrircs tlc vlrslcs Siltlil; trlvaillcs pilr rlt'tc lllitin-d'ctlvrc scr-

rilc. otr lrrirrrc tlc,,t'cscl'r,csr> tlc typc lt'tldlrl. di'vcltlpplrrtt sl.tl'Llt'lc grltrtclc

c.clrcllc. cn lilrction dtr conlncrcc cttrrtptcrt, lcs cttltures d'cxpttrtatitlrl.
rlont on nous brossc ptrr'lois le portrait t, (p. I 36), Yrrzo Nagata's itrticle on

thc siltlil,s 9l'tlrc K1r'uosnruno[,lu (Kurl 'O;tnatt-ttglrr] lirrnily c:.ttttc tlltly
()nc yelr ul'tcl'Vcinstcirr's (scc (1. Vcirrstcirt's rcvicw ol'iI'.'l'ttrcinr, XX.
2e6-7).

Tlre list ol- tlre Ciltliks privately owned by Mustafa's successor l-liiseyin

K:.rla-'O;rnalt-zadc clid not, ol'course. include the nrrrt mukdla'us (state-

ou,rrctl lurrds urrdel' t:.rx lirrnrilrg); but they still anrountcd to a large lancled

propcrty, obviously organized. at least in part, into certain farms in
several villages thL. organization of which appears quite different from

the traditional peasant family larm.
I still lirlly agree with G. Veinstein on the point that Mustafh

Kara-'Osmfrn-zadc. lounder of the larnily fortune, called by Peyssonnel

its <<lc plus riche et le plus avide de I'Empire ottomarl)) (Vcinstein,
llt{). orvcd his lbrtune rnainly not to the procluction of his si/'tliks
btrt to his llnancial operations as usurer, tax-lirrmer and controller of
tradc' bc'twecn Europcan merchants and Turkish producers.
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While Ci. Veirrstein says tltat <<il faLrt decidernent 6carter a propos dr-'

ces aghas I'intage de grands proprietaires foncicrs> (p. I37 notc 2t3) ancl

distinguished them from tlie ayans of Runrili (those of Serez, p. 136-137)

tltcy nevcrthclcss cun bc cornparctl. in thcir capucity ol' corttrollirtu
lirncl ancl procltrction -- ancl Iraclc - rrndcr tltc systcnt ol'trttrl;ittt'tt-
ilti:irtt, with thc: uyans in thc othcr parts ol'thc cnrpirc. In thc rest ol'lris
paper, G. Veinstcirt givcs an-rple cviclencc ol'this l'ronr the rcports of'thc
Peyssonnels.

The seconcl irnportant pclint" G. Veinstein n'rakes on the basis of'thc
evidencc providecl hry thc Frcnch consulur rcports covcring tlrc pcriocl
1748-1118 is that thc irtcreasing importar-rcc lor the rising cotton
industries in [rrance of thc cotton of'Westcrn Anatolia in adclition to thc
traditional whcat exports constituted the basis ol-the cconortric-finuncial
activitics and wclltlr ancl Dowcr ol'tlrcsc avans (lor cotton:icc nrv urticlc
in notc 30).

It is sirlc ttt sity tlrat in Ihu cightccrrth ccntru'y clriu]gc:,; wcrc dclrrritcly
taking place, uncler thc irnpact of Europc, in ccrtirin coastirl lrcas ol'tlrc
Ottotnitn Ernpirc which urltinr;rtcly lcd to thc rcorganizution ol'lrgrlriurr
production. I belicve the evidence suppliecl by thc French consular'
rcports do tttlt contnrrlict brrt nrtltcr conlrrnrs llrc chlrnrctcristics of'lltesc
cluutgcs which wc triccl Io dcrnonstrlttc irr out' I)itl)cr'.

Also. rtrcrttiort shrluld bc rnuclc ol'u typicll sitrrlrtion wlrielr (;.
Vcilrslcill stt'csscs irr his l)ltl)cr'. It is crtrcnrely irrlcl'cstirrg lo ttb5,g1'v1'

thrtlrrglr cortstrliu' r'cl)()r'ts tlrc 1'rccrrliiu' corrllict ol' irttcrcsls lre (wccll llrc
ayans wlto wcrc Lryirrg to nutintlin tlrcir cclntrol rlr ((nronopoly>r ott tltc
cxport tnrclc ol'principul stuplcs cottolt :rnd whcut li'rlnt Wcslcnl
Atuttrllil:rnd tlrc ljrcnclr wlro wcrc trying to lrrclk tlris <<rtrtlrtrtJ'rolyri by

attenrpLing to penetratc into thc proclucing arc:.rs ancl ttuy thcsc goocls itt

lowerrates(G. Vcinstein, pp. ll8-42). At tirnes, the French tried to rcach

their goal by approving the Porte's centralization policies against the

ayans. But in general, f'oreign trading nations found the ayans trorc
coopcrative and use f'ul I'or thcir trade lbr thc very rcasorls thc Portc hircl

allowed tltcnr to survive. In other words. t.he ayans had a long terttr
interest and concern in protecting agriculture and trircle in tlreir rc-
spective areits while governors and tax-(armcrs with shortternl tenurc

were, as a rulc, trying to realize quick gains without being rnuch con-

ccrncd with long-tcrn'l prospcrity of'the arca uncicr tlrcir authori(y,


