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THE QUESTION OF THE CLOSING OF- THE BLACK SEA

UNDER THE OTTOMANS

A. TH E BLACK SEA REGION

(,)byiotrsly t1e tluestion of the Black Sea cantrot lre studied in<le-

penrlentl)' of that of the Straits r.

Ilistorically, tlrat state rvhich controllecl tlre Straits ltas conse-

rlneltll,alrvays stri,n,en to establish control oyer t|e Illack Sea. And

in fact, those states ruling over the rnainland on both sicles of the

Straits, t5c 13yzantines ancl the Ottonlans, clid achieve this. Converse-

ly, tfiose states rvlticfi were dominant on t|e Black Sea, ancl tltosc

which were a llavAl pon,er in the Nlecliterranean, have endeavoretl

to extencl their control over the Straits, as did Venice, Genoa, Rtts-

sia arrcl Iinglan<1. Iitrrtherrnore, as the straits constitute a passage

w11,5et\r,cen Asia NIinor ancl the Ilalkans ever)' bit as ntuclt as they

clo lretrveen the l\'Iecliterranean and the Illack Sea, olre can posit

i. ttrat the trvo lancls ancl trvo seas c<.lunectecl by these Straits tttake

1.. u1, a kinrl of <historical regiolt,r, or (<g'eopolitical unit" as it is sonle-

.-. tiltcs c:illed. Certainly tIat is Igrv Nlehrrred tIe Conqtleror viervecl

\, tri, eprpirc when [e stylccl Iirrrself <t[e Sultan of tfie trvo lands ancl

l'the Iiliakarr of the trvo seas)).'fhe course of evettts, as it had in thc

\ lJyzantine 1rast, le'cl hinr to create his ertrpire out of this territory,

rvhicfi irrea was to retrtain t|e core area oI tfie Ottonran lintpire for

threc centuries'.
Ag.ain, specific geographic conclitions cleterrninecl that, frout

antitluity on, tlte Sout|ern ancl Nort[ern coasts of the l]lack Sea

r. (-)rr tlre cluesti<.rrt 9f the Straits in t[e Nliddle '{ges see (; ' I' I} r ii-

t i ir n u, Ltr lller Noire des nri|ines d, Ia conqutte oltomane, IUuuich 1969, l,ivre

I\:: L'enjeu c/es Ddtroits, l)l).2.53-3:t; N. Iorga (Jorglt), Lrt politirlue

udnitiettne Jttns les ettu.r tJe lu trler Noire, tlulletin ttistoricltre, Ac:tclettlia Rotttlttllt,

sc,ctirrneu istorica: (rgr+) :lig-3.i1 ; i"reddy 'f hirict, Lo llonut'rtie utni'

tiettne uu rr.oyetl uge, l'ltris t959' I I I. llrrrtie : I'a conquite ottotnlne e' Jer e'l'J'ets

.rrr -\ I sii:cle, pp. :15.1 - +.19.
f . iior tlrc role of the geographical factor irr the f<trtnation of I\[elrnred

ll',, crrrlrire scc II. I rr lt I c t li , -llelune,I II, Islirrll '\nsikl'-tlledisi'
',',,1. \'ll, l)l). .5rJrr - .;.i1.
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sltoulcl fortrl a closelY knit economic unit.'I'he Northern IJlack Sea,rvith its inlmediate hinterland in l\loldavia, the crimea, t6e Dasht(the steplle area betrveen I(ubarr anrl Akkerrnarr) anrl circnssia,'sparsely inllabited ancl procltrcing in surplus iireat quantities 
'fgrains' nleat, fish ancl other anirrral proclucts, o' the onc lancl, a'rlthe Southern Rlack sea, exte.cli'g into Asia \linor ancl the Aeg.ean,with exports of I\Iecliterranean procluct.s srrch as rvine, olive oil,frtrits' cotton ancl rice as well a.s cc.rtain nrarrufacturecl goocls, orrtlre other, constitutecr two integrar lrarts of a regionar cco'orr),.'I'his reg'ional trlrde wa.s of basic irrrirorrance, keepirrg.t6e wholearea econontically healthy cven at tirnes g,hen the internationaltrade bet*'een central Asia a'rl the rlecliterranean countrie' or tlreArab larrds ancl those of thc Nortlr rniglrt slackcrr. ,l'lre analysis oftlte cttstottts rcgisters of the r,tr,go's will,-I hope, suf f iciently illustratethis point.

It should be stressecl that Istanbul lrla1,gd a key role in the for-tttation of this highly developecl regional ecoronr),; rvhile tle cit1,depended heavily for its Pro'ision.s in w6eat, nreat ancl salt on tireNorthern lllack Sea, tlris area in turn rvas clepe'rle't not onry onthe stintulus of the Istanbul 
'r:rrket to maintain its exlr.rt lrr.cluc-tio' level but al'so otr the ir,lrort f ronr that great transit center .fruany of its basic corrtrnoclitie.s: silk ancl cotton cloths of Asia NIi'.r,fine woolens of Iirrrolle, arDrs, r''inerars, paper, spices, crrugs, sr.lgarancl all kinds of tttatlufactttred g'oocls. Istanbrrr irnportecl by sea fr.r'the North its bulky neces.sities at the lorvest prices po.ssible, wlilethe North realizecl high profits for its foodstuffs in the crowclcdcapital of the Iimpire. Ista'brrl's spect.cular grorvth uncler tlre()ttor'arrs fronr a popuration of 3o to 5o t'ousarr, in t'e r+so,s too'er 3oo'ooo in t'e f irst 

'arf 
of tlr" .i*teentrr centurl, r lvas rnacrepossible, obviottsll', by an increase in the. supply of essential crinr-rlrodities' most of whiclt cat'e fror'the Nortlrern IJlrt.k sca rrrca.'l'lte growing'clenrancl of the i'rperial capital for foorlsttrffs ancl rarvrttaterials lirought about an extension of aninral husbanclry anclivlteat culti'atio' i' the.steplres.f tlre cri'rean pcninsula ancl e'enin tlre Dttsht alllong tlre Nogay,s. It is interesti'g. to note t'at inresponse to the g'rorving'. rvheat clenrancl frorn Lstanbtrl, the cri'eanse'xlrloitecl slave lallor on a larg'c scalc to lrrrt tlre stepr)e area i. t5c
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Crirriea under cultivation. it is relrorted that the slave population
of Cossack origin in the Criniea thus erlployecl nttntberetl fottr

lrunclrecl t|ousanil ancl t|at thcre were six thousand agricr-rltural

estates as against one thousancl six hundred villages r. Slavc raitls
irrto Itussia, I'olnnd ancl Circassia' were, for the Critrreans, a rcgnlar
brrsiness ventrrre, throtrgh rvhich tl:ey' supplieci the Crinlea and the

slave nrarkets of Istarrbrrl, Ilursa ancl otlter Anatolian cities. Novo-
selskij has calculatecl frorn Itussian archival sources that in the

periocl r6o7 - t645 alone, the Crirrreans took r26.8.1o slaves2. In brief,
alreac11, in the fifteenth centtrry', the Illack Sea area rvas totalll'
integratecl into the Ottotlliln intperial econonty, of rvhicir Istanbul

[ad l-reeg macle the center. [t was tlrc policy of fclcrtsing on istanbtrl

rvhich eltailecl the prohibition of tlre cxlrort nf certain gc.rocis Irortt

tIe lJlack Sea area on foreign nrercltant ships. \lehrned the Con-

tlueror, ip building up his enrpire around the city of the Caesars,

concernecl IinrselI nbove everyt]ring else rvith its repopttlation and

rvitI t[e pronrotion of its tracie ancl industries3: just as he trans-
f errerl urban populations, artisans and ntercltattts itr particular, f rottr

colr(lqercrl cities, anrong thenr Anrastris (146o),'I'rebizotrcl (1.16r) ancl

Caffa (tlZS), so also fronr the very'beginrting he took tttcasttres to

cllsrlre the provisioning of the city with foodstuffs and rarv ttlate-

rials. I,11gicalll, hc rvas lecl to control the export of tlresc goods

lte.yorrcl t[e Straits by,thc ltalians. Whenever a sltortagc or lt fltttlitte
occurrctl tIe exliort oI necessities wa.s prohibited, and tlten, later
op, allt.ig,cd ugaitr tlnly reluctlrntly. .'\rttottg the things tlte ex;rort
of rvhich rvotrlcl be ltrohibitecl were inclucled g'rains, cotton, leatlter,
l'1ecsrvur, llrtl arrrl slir\rcs, as rvell as clther ite trts consiclerecl stra-

tegic'r. 'I'o e nIorcc thc prohibition, irtsyrection of Ioreign vessels

:i Iivlil'li Qelebi, seydhutnd,me, vol. \-II (lstanbul tgzil) P.6ot.
I.,r'1i1,['s figr.tres are ttsually grossly exaggeratecl.

i Op tfie sluyc tracle in the Ottontan etrtpire see H. I n a I c r k, SLuuery

irt. tlrc Ottorttup I")rnpire, 'l'ltc i\tutual Ii f fects of tlre Islrttuic and tlre Jutleo -

CSristirrp \\'orl<ls : 'lhe Iilrst titrrol)e{In Patterrl, New York r978' A, A. N o-

\,() s e I s k i j, Stuggle ol' tlrc -lluscouite Stule Against Tatttrs in the Seuenteentlr

()etttur1,, I\loscorv Igl,!i, l)l). -lr6 - -13(r (in litrssirtn).
b See ll. Iltlcrk, Isronbul, l)I). ?2-l-2i,'j; irlso ll. Inirlctk, 'l'he

Policy tt.f- ,llelrrnetl II'l'owurd the Greek Population of IstanL,ul anrl the Byzontine Brtil-

,lings o.l rlte City, Dntn barton Oaks l'ztpers 23'21 (196o - tcl7o) 23t - 249.

1l IIerc: is ipr exarupte of such un export prohibition frottt t.56o's

(.'l .ollet'tittn ttJ' Jocunertls, \'elil')'iiddin I,illrary, Istirnlrttl no' t97o' l't' lb) :

"'l'5e f t-,llti1 iug 1rc tlre goods thc export <;f rvhiclr are proltibitcd : graitt,

CLOSING OF TT{E BLACK SEA UNDER OTTOIUANS

was nlade manclatory at the castles on the l3osphorus ancl sometintes
at the l)ardanellesr. As will be discussecl later on this clicl not rlrean
a total prohibition of tracie ancl closing of the Illack Sea, althoug6
tlte unusual grorvtlt of Istarrbul in the seconcl half of thc sixteenth
centttry and frequettt sltortages ancl farrrines clicl corrrpell tlre govern-
lttent to take increasinglv stringent measures against foreign tracle
on the Black Sea.

It shoulcl be enrphasized that as a result oI the restrictions on
navigation Istanbul became the principal nrarket for g.oocis of t|e
Illack Sea area. 't'he Ottonran Sultans as the Byzantine Iinrperors
before thenr consciously pursuecl the policy of nraking tl:c'ir capital
the rrrain nrarke t for foreig-n traclers.

ts. THE OTTOMAN EXPANSION AND THE CLOSING OF THE BLACK SEA

It was the deciared policy of the Ottonrans fronr the start not
to allow any I.atitt sovereignty to suru,ive in the Ilalkarrs or irr
Anatolia. Appropriating' for therrrselves the heritag' of Ilyzantiunr,
tltey considered all tlre territorics and fortresses irr I-atin hancls to
be uncler a fortrt of usurliation. F)ven if they agreecl later tg a I,atin
prescnce in the forltt of foreig'rt tracling' conrrnunitics, tlrc territorial
riglrts of the I.lttitts rvere never respecterl 2, In t 3li7, \'r'nicc tailccl
totally in negotiations rvith Nluracl I to get a picce of lanrl at Scu,
tari, facing l'era, oD rvlrich to sct ul) a corrrrrrcrcial cerrtcr rviLlr
callittrlary guaralttees 3. 'l'lterc is n() singlc cil.sc oI thc ()tt."rrrs
8'ranting' suclt a territorial cotrcessirlrr to arr1, forciglt ryrtiorr.

gttttlro$'der, llclrses, cottoll, cotton tliread, leacl , beeswa-x, leatIer, tallos..'l'llc f ollorv ing lrre ziclded later otr : rrrw leather, nrorocco leatlrer, sheel.rskirr,
sttllrhttr and Pitcit., l"or goocls prohibited unfler I\Iehlrecl lI see KrinrTn trtTnre-i
sultr?tti... ccl. It. .,\rrireggcr :ind H. Inrrrcrk, Arrkura 1956, p..5.1,

{ l. See notc. r, l). fi'; belorv.
9 z' See H. Inrrlcrk, [mtiydzdt, EIz, I\', pp.rrgo-s_1. 'l'hc so-called

"treaty, of t+S.j \\'ith the Genoese clf pera, rvas silrrply an urnnestl, docrrrrrent
(ttttrtirt-ninel grantcd b1'tlre Sultlrn rvithin tlre frilnrcu.ork of thr. Isl:rrrric I.;rr'
rvlticlr dirl not recogllit.e ztnl' territorial rights,
rJ .i. See \v. I{eycl, HisttiretJucommerceduLeuonl, I, ed. 1... Ray,n^u{1,
I'aris tt735, I).2.59-6o;cf. N, Iorga,Laltctlitiquevinitiennedans leseeurde lu
'llerNoire, p. -lo9-lfi ; F'.'f hiriet, Il{gestes destliliberutitrts d, serrctdeI,e-
nise concernunt lu llonunie, I, Paris antl'r'rrc. Ilague, r9ss, I). r[r5, rro. (r7bl .
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It should be aclclecl that at least tlown to I35-1, and despite the

efforts at tIe union oI churches, tlrc Orthoclox world felt the salne

thrr-.at oI a crusade that the Otroulans wcrc ttl f e el later r. I.atin
ecopopric exploitation, couplecl rvit[ ttayal sul)rcn)ac]' antl political

rlonrinance, was t[e reality f<lr t[e pcoplcs oI tlte area, nlakirlg a

prologgecl struggle inevitable, artd Irirrgirrg into the picture the

froptier'furks, first as tltercenarics ancl tltc trtost cfficient nrilitarl'
forcc. to lte founcl and then as allies, uttder ablc leadcrs such as

Untur, Orkhan ancl Siileyman' rvlto cool''e ratcd rvith tltc anti-I'atin
\)yzttnt itres 2.

I1 brief , tfie Ottorllans, in their efforts at rcviving tlte ccntra-

lized erppire of the Caesars, consciously ancl systcttraticalll' f ollowed

an linti-I,atirl policy, ancl skilfull)'exploited tlte irrrti.I.atin fe'elings

of the OrtSodox lllasses, who saw in the Genoese ancl tltc Venetians

the source of all their uraterial miseries. 'lhe Oreek polltrlace in

13yzantiunt, suIfering frorn falrine under the ['alaeolclgi, rvas rvont

to accuse, and not wit|out justification, the Latin tttcrcltatlts of

speculation in grains and of the diversion fron Istanbul of the

wSeat proclucecl on the northern lllack Sea coasts, itr 'l'lrrace atttl

the \lartllarn ltasin 3.

'fhe process by rvhich the Ottonrans acltieved incorPoratiorr o[

the Karesi principality in tlre r34o's, which gave tIem lrosscssiott

of the F)ast coast of thc l)arclanelles and the Southrvestertr coast of

the \[arslrrra Sea olrposite 'I'hrace, ltas not lrsf achieved satisIactor)'

clarification. It appears that tlte gltd'zis in Karesi-ili, whose liveli-
Ioocl clelrcnclecl on raicls to tIe other sic]e of tIe l)ardanelles, saw

that the continuecl success of tlteir raids was dependent on the sup'

port of a strong' state- like the Ottotrtans'. Ily I3'+8 t|ey had rro

L\, r. lior th.: chlu.g: of pllicy, betrveen Byzantitrrrt atld the West see

.r\rrgrliki li. I.ai9u, Constuntiaryleuntl the Lotirts, Cantbridge, I\Iitss'

tg7:.,ltp..lL,}.i-.1?g; cf. ()scar IIalecki, (Inempereurdeflyzuncet\Ronte,

reprint Lontlott t972, PI)' 9 -:io.
.\ : 2. ligr tlre tletirils sec- nly f orthconting challte r The Ottomuns urul tlrc

crusotles,irt'I'ltecrusarles, vol. \" eds Ii. settol and H' v. Haz'arcl'
,'r-,.i. 'f he e.xtrenlc.ly' iruportant question of gr:tirl trade in the I'evant ltas

tlrrlrvtr closer ltttc'ntiotr since tlre publication of G' I' Rratianrt' litudes

Ityzurttirres J'ltistrtire icortgntitlue et s<tciule, Paris r938, 1lp. te9 - tir ; see A' L it i o u'

cortstantinople ancl tlLe Ltrtins, 1lp' 6z '63' 73t r23 - 24' tBz - ti3' I9-[' :]lo - I I ;

A. I,a i c.r rr -'l'lt o tl a cl a k e s, Peasunt Society in the Late Byzontine Empire'

Princeton t()77; AltIo1y Bryer, l'he Latins in tlte Eu'uine, XV'Congris
I'tcr' a'iitutles ll1'zantines, I{a'ports, I' tlistoire, Atltens t976, 1t' (''9'
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choice, since trre navies of umur clhlzi, and Sarukhan-oghlu wereeffectively neutralizecl by the Holy I.eague, and all the ghdzts ofwestern Anatolia were norv turning their eyes torvard thc (Jttorrrarrsfor leadership in the ghazd.
Intnrediately after the ittcorporation of the nortlrern part of t5eKaresi pri'cipality tlte area was org'anizecl f or grtazri as an ()tto'rarrfrorrtier sandiuk, with Iliga (I'jegai) as its center, uncler t5e leacler-ship of stilevnran I'aslta. 'fhe new sand,jalt had inrportant sea irasesat Lapseki (J,aurpsacus), Aycrrncrjrk (n"u, cyzicus) ancr Kenrer (Kc,ra-nricles)' which in Ry'zantine tirres hacl shelterecl cors.ir' preying. ontlte nrercltatrt ships travelling between t5e Ilospor's and t5e I)ar-danellcs' It was f ronl Kenter in r3sz that the ruain ottonra' forceswere to erttbark for their tlecisive concluest of the isthnrus of theClallipoli peninsula.

The strug'g'le for the control of the liastern Aeg-ean ancl tirestraits, whic' broke out between Genoa olr the one hancr anclvenice, Aragon and Ryzantium on the other in r34g (especialr1,61r"c)enoese reconquest of scios fronr the I)yzantines ancl their con-strttction of new fortif ications at Pera), was pri'cipallv responsiblefor creating thc' circuntstances which nrade the ottonran settler'enton Iiuropean soil possible.
'I'he tletail's of the tirst ottonra'- clenoese co.peratir-rn o' t1estraits' rvhich was to rrraintain its strategic ir'portance f or a cen-tury, are worth recapitulating.here. f.lr" negotiations rvith tlrec)enoese atltbassadors, two Peran citizens, trilippo l)elo'rede .rrclIJonifazio sauli, sent by the admiral of the (ienoese fleet, encle.clrvitlr a fortrral treaty of alliance between srrltan orkha' a'd tlrc()enoese' J'lte c)enoese pronrisecl to pay tribute, u,lricl, i' t5e e),esof tlre ottonran.s, put pera under ottonran protection. During. trre\var, i'fact, the Ottot'tran.s supl-,lierl the Genoese rvitlt one thousanclarclters, rvllo \vere stationecl at Pc-ra and on t5e Oenoese. s'ips.'I'hese forces defendecr pera i' the sunrnrer of r35r, wrrcn trre cit'u'as besieged by joint \renetian - I)5,y^r.rrine forces.brklran, Iriurself ,rvith Itis artttl', trtet I)oria on the southern shores clf t6e l3osporusat chalceclon' Fcllowing tlte crucial battle of the Ilos'orus (F,.ebru-trry r352) betrveen the Genoese arnracla and tlre allied fleet of Ve-nice arrd Aragon, tlte ()enoese citecl rvitlr praise tlre aicl gi'en tlrerrrby orkhan' Jo'n !'I cantacuzenus, surrounde<r irr Iris capital b1,ottomirn ancl Genoese forces after the battre, had to subrnit to atreaty of peace *'ith the Genoese on \{ar, 6, r.i5? ,l.he trcatt. f or_
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bacle tfiat Greek territories or sean]en be userl by the Venetians

against the Clenoese, and reco gnizecl new aclclitions to the territorial

linrits of the Genoese llossessions at Perar'

'lire Genoese - Ottoman alliance, wbich was to last up until the

Ottorlan occupation of Pera in 1453, was to become of great impor-

tance for botir sicles. I"or tlte Ottonrans tfie saf e crossing of the

Straits was a f actor of vital inrportauce in their ability to ntaintain

an enlpire on two continents. It should be emphasized tfiat it was

not a coinciclence that the Ottornans clevelopecl their foothold on

Iiuropean soil s[ortly after t[e battle of the Bosporus in I352'

Already in r35r rhe oenoese hacl occupied Heraklea (Eregli)' otr

the F)uropean coast, forty nriles to the north of Tzynrpe, which was

to be the iirst Ottoman briclgehead on F)uropean soil' As for the

()cnt-,ese tIey secureI Ottort.,on protection for Pera against the B)'-

zantines ancl the Venetians, as well as comnrercial privileges in the

expancling. ottonran territories. The close ties between Pera ancl

Ilursa, the ()ttor'an capital, were to benef it tlre prosperity of both

c ities.
I)uring t|e course of the struggle for the control oI t[e Straits'

tIe rltrestion of 'l'eneclos soon .u-" to the forefront' 1'he Venetians

persuaclecl Jo|n V ltalaeologus to relinquish the island in return

f or t[ eir support against John VI Cantacuzenus (October I352)'

\\'hile the Venetiarls were eventually dissappointed in their effort's

to seize 'f c-rteclos 2, the Ottotllalls ntanagecl, following an earthquake

on\larch2,r35'+'toocctlpl'Gallipoliandsurroundingfortresses'
'I.5e s'ccess nclt only gave the ottomans a strong position f rotrt

rvhic[ to establish thenrselves in 1'[race' but also from rvIich to

control sea traf f ic lletrve c-u the \'tecliterraneatt ancl tlte lllack Sea'

'lhis occupation of Gallipoli ntacle Europe consciotls of the Ottonran

peril f or thc. f irst tinre, ancl its recovery now becanre one of the

rttain obiectives oI tlte crusacles'

Gallipoli rvas crpttrred Iront t|e Ottorlrans in r366 by a Westertt

crusacler, Count Amacieo VI of Savoy' Until its re-conquest was

actrieverl ten ),ears later, tlte Ottornan presence in the llalkans was

l'r r, ()rt irll tlre'se poirtts noN see nry chapter in

f - 2. [i. 't'll i r ie t, I'-enise et l'occupation de Tdnddos

.l'ir,-:hc.,logie et d'histoire 6.S (tgS.l) :tg - +5'

'lhe Crusades, V'

au XII/' sitcle, I\li'ltnges
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tuncler constant threat l. During Muracl I's reign
into a navitl base, llut even then it continuerl
the Venetia's u'til f ull otto'ran contror was
Ltarclanelles in r452, 'I'he venetia' fleet fir.st
Ottonran Gallipoli in r3gB2.

Gallipoli was turned
to be threatened by

establishecl over the
appeared before the

I)eyazid I (I389 - r+o?), in his cleternrination to secure nrasteryof the Straits, constructeci an inner harbor at Gallipoli to acconro-
date his fleet, and a castle on the Bosporus, Anaclolu - Hisarr.
NevertheIess Ottontan naval forces were not strong- enoLrgl to 

're-t:ent Nlarshall IJotrcicaut fronr sailing past Gallipoli on his way tobrirlg relief to Constarrtinople in r39g. At any rate t5e \renetiarr
Senate passed rlecisions to seize Gallipoli at 'u'ariotrs dates: ip r4o2,dtrring'the war of r4z3- r43o, a'cl irr r44+. In r416 the Venetians
under Pietro r'oredano destroyecl the Ottorrr,,o fleet in front ofGallipoli, artd in t4zg Silvestro N{ocenig'o launclrecl an attack orrthe inner harbor in an atternpt once again to ciestroy the ottonra'fleet''lo protect its tttercharrt shiJrs in the l)ardanelles, Velice rva.sforcecl, f rotlt the r4oo's ott, to nrount arbalestriers on thenr, anrl to
send warships to the l)ardanelles, ancl sonretiples as far as Istanbtrl.
'l'enedos was tlsc'd by the \renetians cluring this 1-reriocl as Siise fror'
which to nrorritor navigatio' througlr the straitsr.

'I'he )/L-ars r43r - r-l5r are considered the best )rccr.s of theVetretian tracle in consta'tinople, rvith tlre Ve'cti.rrs ol.,taini'g
there alutlt, copper, llec-stvax, iricles ancl lunrber frorrr the Illlck Seaarea''fhe Ottontalls followerl a peac:el'ul llolicy toi1'1rrls yerricc
during this ti're excc-pt i' the period r4,l+ - 14.16 a. In those years
Vettice joirred the Crusaclers'na\,), in atterirpting to ctrt off (Jttor'r'
colllllltltlications on the Straits, ancl hopecl to occupy Czrllipoli ancl
Salotrica, and evetl Scutari on the Asiatic side of the I]o.s'orusb.
Irr the f all of | 441, wlten thc collapse of t6e ottorrran l)owcr lvas
thoug'ht itnrrtinent, an event of historic sig'nificance took place on
the Ilosporus: Nluracl II crosserl the Strait unclcr tlrc lrrof ectio' of

I r. See I. Ileldiceanu - Steinherr, La conquite d,Atlrianople pur.Ies 'I'urcs, Travittt'x et I\[e rttoires cl'histoire et civilisation l:yzztrtti'es I (r96.5)
139-6r ; cf . rny chapter in ,I'\rc 

Crusueles, \r.
.i',2' Lr' I'alcrk, Geliboru, I':rr, p.gtj:-sl; Ior-r{ijr, I.rp,tritiqueudni-

tienne, p.r-l-r.5.
.,.3. IbiJ.
t'"J' Ir' 'f h i r i e t, l-Lt llorrtartie udnitiertne c,t moyerl tge, Irrrris r9.59, I) . 1!7.
,' ,,. 

'f Ir i r i e t, [,es rlgestes, ,ru, ,i5r, 
-riin.'"'
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Ottontan custonts regulations of the Conqueror's tirne I requirecl
that customs dues for the whole cargo of :r ship be llaicl at t6L. rate
of 5 per cent or.l per cent acl valorerrr by foreigners arrcl Ottonlan
'subjects respectively at one of the ports of IstanLrul, Gallipoli gr
Nludanya' Iixport of grains, beeswax, sulphur, cclttorr ancl silk u,rs
prohibite'd except frottt Istanbul. Ships sailing' rvithout stoplrilg- at
Istanbul or Nludanya paid no clues there except in the case of non-
Nluslinr foreigners. All ships paid custonrs clues at Clallipoli if they
had not done so at Istanltul or \Iuclanya. Severe punis6rlents were
prescribed against sutug'g'lers. All slrips were exarnined ancl giyerr
sailing'Perrtlits at tlre castles of the Ilosporus and Gallipoli. It rvas
cttstonlary for each ship to give pre.qeuts to local autlrorities.

Ily special stipulations put in the capitulations the Porte
exenlpted foreig'n ships frout a second exantination at the I)arcla-
nelles !. Conrpared ',vith the f ree tradc ancl passagc inrposecl by t6e
I'atins during the liyzantine periocl, all these re.strictions sleagt, of
collrse, a drastic change in thc'situation. And in adclition to export
restricticins and Various taxes, there were exactions by the local
authorities. Such corrditions rnust have causecl f urther shrinkage in
the international Iilack sea tracle uncler the ottonrans.

1'lre storl' of horv af ter r+53 tbe rvhole Black Sea area canlc
under ottorrran .sovereig'nty, is rvell krrowus. \\'hirt \\,c, are g.oing tcr
dcal rvith in tlre fotlorviug' is the IJlack Sea tra6e a'cl navig-atio'
in the last clecade.s of the fifteenth century in the light of tlrc ()tto-
nran clocuntents.

/j\ r. K[intTnnime'i surtuni ber rr[iceb r)rJ'-i osntuni, errs. R. r\ n rr e gge r andII. I rt:r lc r k, Ank^ra r9s1, no.s .li, .l+, 35, 3,6, +.1, 5J, .5S. ()' virri'us rutesof cttstottts ctrtes see II . I n rr I c t k, Notes on /Y. Beldiceunu's l'runslaliort of tlte
Kdnilrtninte, Der Islirnr _13 (tg6Z) r52 - 5.1.

.tlz. Seetlte \renetian clrpituliition.s of rlfl:, l5r.l, tSrT;rrrd r5er llubli.shed by xl.'l'ay yib Gtik bi lgirr, irr llelgeler., no. g- 12(,\rtkarir, 'I'urkish IIistorical society, rg6fi - t97t), p, :,r - s+ antl t5e docslreltrlated r53o, p. JO.; - ro1.

-J,1. f'he ntaitr collet'tion of docnnrents for this perio<1 is ..\ rp a d e oI)' V i g tr:t, Cc'tlice Lliplornarico tlelle colortie '1.'ouro - Liguri drtrante la Signoriu dell,
uJJ'it:irt di Sun' Ciorgio 11153 - 1175), 3 r,ols. Atti clella Societi I,igure di Sto-ria Patria. ifi68 - lfi79; \V. I{ e 1, tl, Il,id., II, pp, jfro - lo7 ; Ir. Il a l,, i '_i{ € r', trIeluned the Conqueror un(l ltis I'ime, erl. \\r. C. II i r: k rrr a rr, tlrrrs. Il.II a n h c. i nr, Prirrcetorr, 197g.
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artillery lrlaced on t[c spot wltere later \Iehrrre{ lI rvould build his

Boghaz - Kesen castle. One of the Ilyzantine ships trying to hinder

tbe SultAll's p'.ISSage was sttttk by gunf irer'

After the ottotllAn victory at varna constantinople rvas doom-

ecl. \lehrnecl II relllizecl that rrow he hatl the weapon not only to

clenrolis5 t5e rvalls of Coustarrtirrople l-rut also to cut ofI the Straits

to na'igatio'. Llrrder t5e proteciion of 5is navy he built on the

opposite sicle oi Ak('a - Hisar (l\nadolu - Flisarr) a castle <<so tllat>> as

Kritovoulos put itr <he nrigltt control as tltuch of tlte shore as pos-

sible for the sake of t[e stotre Ilurling nrachines " ' 'fhey rvere not

all in a straight lile, but pointcj in variotts ciirectiops at the deep

rvater antl guarclecl l-roth al)proaches ' " atrtl in this way he unitecl

t'e trvo conti'ents antl 
'lac",l 

,lr. crossillg ttttdcr his own cotttrol'>

r\t thc sallle tirnc trvo castles were l;uilt oll both sidcs of the

Darclanelles :rn11 lruge 8[1ns were placecl to cut off tlrc llassage of

ships cclutirrg Irom the Nlediterran"o"t' After the contltlest of Con-

stantinople rvhen in r-162 war seettteil inlrrtinent against Venice' tlie

conrlueror extended ancl reinforcecl these two castles to nrakc his

caPital citf invultrerable'

As soon as the BogSaz-Kesen Hisarr was contpleted (Atrgust 3t 
'

r452) orr the llosliortts, Nlehrned II declarecl his absolute sovereignty

oyer t|e straits, aski'g all ships to lolver tfieir sails at tlrc castles

of the I3osportts' pa)' cltles ancl obtain a perrlrit to proceed on their

wi\y. '|lrat tlrc.se \^,ere not just empty rvorcls becante apparent rvlten

tlre slrip of thc \:enetiau Antonio Eriz'to, c^rrying a cargo oI grains

for constantinoplr" was ,,,nk by gunshot f rom the castle (NoVenrber

25, r452) ullort llis ref ttsal to obel' a'

)lt.See}{'Irt:tlctk,F,itihDeuriI',:erinde,],etltikleruel,esikolar'Arrkarit
t"j; 

,t"'u r'rlrrrl oJ xrertnte<r the conqueror, trars; c. l,^ r l e s'l'. It i g g s, l'rince-

totr 195+, l)p.20-2t; alsosee A' Gal-rriel' Choteaur turcs de' Bosphore'

paris rgl3; \'. l)arr1r, Boghuz'i.ci' EIz' l' pp' I25l'52; E H' Ayverdi'

Osnrcrtlt ,llirrtarisiurl, Futii, llrr,r; l\/ (lst^';trl r97-1) 626 - 62' 6t7 'z1'

,,3.FortlregLlllslrlacedthereseeClrarlesEtoulkes"l'he'l)'udu'
ttelks' Cttn ut tlre'I'ower' 'l'ire Arrticluaries Iournal X (I93o; 2t7'27'

i'-tNicol6L}arllitr(-),'DiuryoJtlleSiegeoJ,Ctlnstqnrinople,tratts'J'lt.
I o n r's, Nes' \ ork t9n9' l) ltr'
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C. CHAITACTEITISTICS OF THE BLACK SEA TRADE BEFORE

,IHE OTTOMANS

G. I. IJratianur put great ernpbasis on the fact that ttre lJlack

Sea entereci into the orbit of the international trade between East

apcl \\'est, lncl becalte ctne of the c6rnmercial centers of t|e nredie-

val u,orld cltrring that periocl in the r3th ""tttury 
when the great

\longol li11ipire establishecl itself in Asia and liastertr Europe' It
rvas also asserteci firstly t|at this trade was based on luxury goods,

satisfl,ing tIe conspicuotls consunlption needs of a ruling' class rvith

iuttttense accutttttlated rvealth, and tlrat it was a basic coutril-lution

to the exl)arrsion oI conrntercial callitalisnl centered in Italy'

Sec<-rnclly it rvas argttetl ? tltat its survival clepended on the lltainte-

nance of the caravan routes ternrinating at the principal transit ports

of Azo\,, Caffa, Soldaja antl'frebizoncl on t|e Black Sea' 'I'his nerv

enlarge11rent of the IJlack Sea tracle should not lead us to ignore

regional tracle, basecl on tIe exchange oI food stuf fs, rarv materials

ancl slaves Irom tIe North, with ttre locally produced textiles and

other Nlecliterranean lrrgclucts of the Soutfi, tlte significance of

rvIic| |at] pot tlirliuisficcl in tfie lea.st fronl ancient ti6tes3' 13y t[e
tirue the Ottolrans canle onto the scene, the Illack Sea's signif icant

role in international trade was alreacl1, ' thing'of the llast{.

Cc,,lden' Hortle, 'l'utars antJ tlte lllach 'Seu Trade

In cliscussing the Illack Sea trade, €ffiphasis should be 1;laced

on the c|a1g'i1g copilitiorrs of t|e vast ttrarket of t[e Golden l{orcle

Iirrrpire alcl t|e'latar world in liasterp Iiurope in the r3th lllroug'fi

r5th.",rruries. Saray', its capital on the \rolga becanle, at the height

CLoSING oF THE RLACK sEA UNDER oT oNIANs I{IT

of the Golderl Ilorcle Iinrtrrire, not only a grear corlsrrrlptio' nrarketfor ltlxury goocls l, but also an enrporiurn of <<the g.reat comnlerce))betweett F)ttroPe ancl tlte orient, the Crirnca (Caif" 
^ncl Azak) anclKltwareznr (urgen(lj) being tlre transit centers of this lively trarrs-continental traf f ic 2' Also it is now a conrnronplace that tle Nort6 -South international trade betn'een Iigypt ancl the Golcle' Hordcpassing through Anatolia bectnr€ livelier tlran ever clrrring t6isperiod, due in particular to the exchange of the luxurl,g6ocls of tlerliddle Iiast for the slaves a'cl furs of trre North ?,

One cannot ignore or sinrply disnriss as mytlr the obser'ationson the cities ancl econonric conrritiors of the Gorcren Florcre Errpiretttade by travellers, which arcltaeolog'ical fintlirrgs corrol.ror^te. Inthi's connection one also conrnronlv f incls nrention of the collapse ofcentral power in the Golden l'lorcle ancl the otrtbreak of the long.strug'gle anlong the various branches of Djodji's descenclants. \\,1atI shoulcl like to et'phasize is the resurg'ence of tribal warfare onthe steppes, restrlting' in the weal<ening' of the populatio' ancl eco-ttonric rvell-beirrg of the core area nrotrnrl Sarir1,. Xlany,trilresnrigratccl, sottte to the steplles east oI Astrakhan encl others to theCrirrre.. 'I''e Iatter area, one oI trre 
'rost econorrica'1, cre-r,eropeclareas tlf the Golden Hortle lancls, becarrre a center of attraction lorllt:Illy tril,,es ttncler Princt-s clesccnrling frorrr 1..k1trrrris5, t5's

'i/ 
I' 'l'lte Trst'els oJ' Ibn Bottuta, trrtns. rr. {. R. c} i lr b, r,rrl. I[, c.'r5ridgcr<162, p' 17g, 5i.5 - r7 ; Ir. S p u l e r, Die corJette [!orde, 1!23 - 1502, LeipzigI9+3' I). '12+-5?; A. J. yar<rrbovskil, arrtr R. D. Orekov, Lellorcred'or' Lrurts' I;' 'l'lt tt re t, I'ari.s r939, chrrpter VII. lior tlre crir.c. in parti-crtlarsee A' r'' Jacobson,'l'ltecrirnett intlrellidtttetlges, lloscou,-Lc-lirrgnrd l96+ (in Rtrs.si:rn).

7t z' \' a k tt b o v s k i y, Ibid., enrlrhasizes the inrportlruce .f tlc trlttlelretrveett Iiltrv:trezttr iltrc'l tlre Criruea. \v. lt i rr r., Ein orientaliscltes llantlelsunter-rt'ehmen' inr I5' Jahrhururert, Die \velt cres orie'ts Iv (r919) 3r.i - {o, clescrir_resirr detail' accortlitrg to shamst's'siydq, horv a cert:rin Iihrvddje shar.s al-Di.of Shir.z rrrade a i-iusines.s trip betrveen his 
'ati'e torvn antl saray virrIf erat, [Jrgenclj, in r-l3E - l+.1o. He h:rrl ir capit:rl of 3<t,r:too clindr or r9,qoc)Coldrnark, and trading in luxury gooils, he realizect a profit of _1.io percent.:;'\ 3' See trI it 's l, a t r i e, Des rel,tions politiqttes et conrnerciales rle l,AsieJlineure ouec l'ile tle Clrypre, Ribl. Ilcole cles Chartes, " series, \,o1. I - I[,p' 302- jo' l8:j'5:r; ostuan 'f urAn, 'fiirkiye sels.uklulart llakktncla Resmttr'esikalar, Ankara r95tj; osrnan Tnran, s'ergukrurar,I,arihi ueT,ijrk-Isr\nfuIeleniyeti, i\nkara r965, p. 2.16 - li5.

' '! i. La .IIer Noire, p. 230.

) | 2. See R. Il. ll a u t i e r, Les relafiorts ,conorniques <Jes occidentuu'v ttuec les

puys <l'Orient eu nroyetL age, l'()ittts tle uue et tlocurnents, SoCi6t6S et Colltpagllies de

corl.lerce en orie't .1 ,1,,,r, l'Ocf'att I.die', €d. [I. NI o I I ir t, l'aris t97o'

pp. .263 ' 3: t .

, .1. R. FL llauti
stein, Lo',funa'Azak,
(t976) Ito-2clL

' 1 It. I-oper.,
rrr ic I'I istory z + (r 96-1)

l'erut itt tlte fifteentlr

cr, tbid. and. I\I. Ilerindei:rtrtl ()illes Vein-
de lu pr,serrce itulienrte d l'enprise ollornane, Tttrcica \r I I I z

,l[arl;et E.tpartsion: l',he c,tse of cenoa, Jottrnrrl of I']cottt-,-

+5i - SJ, sltotves a clratttatic tlecline in tlte tracle t''f

centttrl'.
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giving'rise- to a nerv prolitical fortnation in the Northern IJlack Sea

reg ion r.

'ligtur's irrtervention in the internal strug'gles of the Clolden

Florcle in the last decades of the fourteenth century not only contri-
brrtecl to the fall of Azak (Azov), Saray arrd Astrakltan as interna-
ti<-rnal tracle centers, but, perltaps more inrportantly, by destroying
the rising power of 1'<lkhtarnish, f urther accelerated the process of

the clissolution and polarization of the tribal confederations in the
F,ttriisiritl steppes. 'f he 'fatars of the Crinrea and of the Dash, now

tuncler the Gireys, a branch oI the 'lokhtanrish fanrill', were now

to seltarate thenrsel'n'es fronr the rest of the Golden Hordc, arld

l>econre increasingly integratecl into the econontic ancl political
systenr of the Black Sea, rvhich rvas to entail eventuall]'thcir conl-

lrlete fusion with the Ottoman Ilmpire.
'l'he anall'sis irr this paper of the Caffa custonts register of r.186

shoq,s clearly, I think, how the rvhole area, with its large'lurkish-
'latar population, wits integrated into the econotny of the Iliack Sea

region, aD econorrric system enconrpassing not only the Southern
coasts of t!e lilacl; Sea, Istanbul and Bursa, but also i\sia XIin<lr

and tlrc Aegean.

Islarpization ancl the growing cultural and political ties with
tlte South, rvlrich go back to the early thirteenth centttry, g'reatly

corrtributecl to the consolidation of the Black Sea econotrlic systent.

l)ue to thc cornnlon cultural background and rvays of life rvithin
Islanr, the Criluean 'I'atars and the Dqsfu Nogays irnported innurn-
beralrle <articles of culture> manufacturecl in Anatolian towns,
inclucling such luxur)' articles as su'ords-, caftans of costly brocacles

ancl rlofi1ir, ancl even Iine Eurollean woolens for the upper class of

the stelrpe aristocraclr.
Apparentll', in the second irnlf oI the f ifteenth cetttttrl', tlte

carayan route fronr the Middle Volga basin to Azak and the Crintea

lracl not ysl bccn cut cif f . 'fhe Ottonran custottts registers of the

lrcriotl pl6.ltio1 goocls o['I'atar origin, alttong'thenr bulgari, a kintl
of {illc nrorocco of thc-\liazan area,\furs, anrl'I'atar borvs. In thc

';''(\[: '"tltJ'

:.,it. Iior tlre clisirrtegrution of the Oolien Horcle see Yalirtbovski1',
scconil book in the errlarged thircl edition (l\Ioscorv, l95o), ltnd 7. \/. T o -

g .r rr , Rugiinkii f iirkistttn, Clriro tgzg'IgJ)g, p. !)o'I2t>. On Titttnr's imllact
see .,\. lr. Novosel'tsev, On tlrc flistorical Evaluu.tionof Tarnerlone, Sot'iet
Strrclies irr FIistorl' XII.3 (tg7S'tri7il 37'7o'

Regional 'l'rade anrl Irtterrtutional I,rade

li' 'l'hiriet '' conclttclecl that tlrc. \'enetian Iilack Sea trarlc wasin dccline ltlrrg' befclre tlre ()ttorrrarr corrquc.rit ,f Constaltinoy>le.
I{e sug.g'ested that because of grow,ing local insecurity \,enetiir's
nrig'rated f rorn Azak (I'a 'l'ana) ancl otlrer Illack Sea ports inclr-rcli'g.'frebizond, to Constantinople, in the first lralf of tlre fifteenthcentury, and tltat tlle trtovenrcnt g rcw in rnornenturrr irr t5e periodI43r - I45r, leacling'to elr expansion of cornrnercial acti'ities i' theIll'zantine capital in this preriod a. In other words, Cqpstaltino'le

)t t. See A. Ilerrnigsen arrrl C. I.elrercier-eueltlue jlr1,,Lu Grun<le IIorLle Noguy et le prol.,linte des comrnunicatio^s etttre l,entpire ottornnn etl':lsie centrale enlss,-rss6, 'rurcica VIIIIz (tr)26) zo3-;;6; .\. Berr' igse' irnd(;' \'e i n s t e'i Il, I'e commerce tle I'ertrltire orruoron or", la OrttncJe llortle Noguy,I4'i5 - /55J, 1la1;er stt[intittetl t, the L Intern. Cougress on tlre Social a'rlf'lc<rno'ric History of 'f urkey, Arrkerra rg77; It e r' rn ri I Ii h o cr j a,ftikicdt'i sohib Giruy Khor, xIs, iiiirr. Nirtionare, i,n.ir, snpl;r. turc no. 6r.<'l 2. See H. I n a I c r k, I,he Origirts oJ- tlte'Utto,,,u,ii_ /trrri,,, Itiuulry uurl tlt.eDtn-L'olga Cunul, Anrr.lcs de I'Universit6 d,.{,nliarit I (tylZ) .l/- tr(); \\r. Ii. I),A I I e rr' Problents <tf 7'urkislt I'or.L,er in tlte Si:uteentlt. Certtury, I,orr<l<,,rr r17t.r.;.
)r .i. La llomunie, p. qz7 - zS.

3i l'. T h.i r i e t, lbid., estimatecl tlte annual volunre of trircle i1 copstalti-tlople in tlris periotl at ro<-r - l50,ooo gold ducats. As {l result of thc ()tto'rrrn
conrlttest anll piltage of the city Venctia' losses rvere e.stilratecl 2oo,oooclttcitts' see s' R tt tt c i ttt a n' 7'1rc l:crll "J' constarttitto|,le, carrrl-,riclge r96.5,I). 16z.
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first half of the sixteentlt century, tlre Crinrean oireys, .su'l.rorterlb}'tlle Ottorlalls' \\'ere abte tenrl)orarily,to cxtencl tlreir rulc to t6eliazan ancl Astrakhatt areas, and triccl to protect the carayan ro'tebetween the \Iolga ancl the crinrea f roni the Noge;,5 r. ,I.rre GreatNogal'5 seetll to ltave been alienatecl f ronr tlrc Iltack Sea traderegion f ronr the r s20's on, when I\ltrscovy began to supllly tSeirlleeds in arllls, textilcs, llreciorrs northern frrrs, nrinc.rals ancl, intinre's of fanrinc', grains, in exchang.e for Nogay lrorses.,r.5e caral,anrotttcs fronr Kazan ancl Astraklran then llecanre tlre targ.ets of theNoga)'s and the lluscovites.
\\Ihen Ivan IV invaclecl Iiuzan ancl Astraklran in rS52 ancl r.556respectively, tlte Khans of Kh rvarezrn ancl 'I'trrkestan 

"o,rrplaineclof the cut-off of the tracle ancl llilgrirrrag'e route t-retrveen their lanclsand the Crinrea, anrl ttrg'ecl the ottornan Sultan to take actionagainst the 'I'sar 2.



becaure the center of the Venetian Illack Sea tracle' rivaling I'erlr

on the otlrer sic'le oI the (]olclen Horn. Fronr our standpoint rvitat

i.s rrotlrblc is tfiat tluring tfiis 
'eriocl 

the btrlk of t|e lenetian traclc

cousistctl oI grlins, Ioney, fisll, Iicles ancl slaves in'rportecl frottt I'a

'ftrurr arrtl silk frottl'l'rel-iizottcl. 'fhe establishrrlcnt oI a \Icnetian

factor], at ,\kkeruran (Nlaurocastro) in r435 ancl the creation of a

Vcuctien cotrsttlate- in Caffri irl Jttrle I44'l' seenl not to havc pro-

rrroterl nppreciabll', 'I'hiriet gllseryecl l, Venetian trade irl thc

Illlck Sea.
On ;\z.ak \\'e now haVe \1. llerirrdei arrcl G' \/einstein's stttdy 2'

basecl rnainll, on ottonran clocunrents. Agreeing rvithR. H. Ratttier's

sr-rggcstiorrs for earlier lieriods, t|cy have argued tlrat the trade

of the Italian maritilrle states at Azak or in the Crinrea reliecl

esscrrtially frottt tlte l-legirrrting' not on tlte <great traclc> of s1;ices

arrrl silk c.'ri'g' oycr tlte Asiatic transcorrtilental rottte-- tIc S()-

crllcrl <trIong.,l I{orrtc, -._ l.rut on regional tracle' Iivcn if irr tlre

fifte-e'th cerrtury the Italiens [ouncl spices, pearls, Soltl nn<l <lttrs-

siarro f trrs at Az.ali, the lrroIits realizecl, IJerinclei aud \Icirtste itr

have argrrecl, rverc cltritc tttoclest and they ltave qttestionne(l if Azak

waS eyer a 'rajor etttlloriutn of <t[e great colnnlerce>> ip luxury

g c,urls.

\\'Iile tlre spice traile was of cluite a moclest size in Azak' tlte

grcetcr part o[ \'enetian silk imports Irottt the Leyant cante front

the lilack scn ports oI Azak anc] 'frebizontl, the first being an

outlet for Chinesc silk, the seconcl [or Iranian3' IJelorc I]ttrsa

, t. Lu ll.ortttrtie, p. 4:s [ior tlre ltpPoittltttettt of It' I)ttoclo irs tlre f irst

r.ice-corrsrri :rt ,\kkerrrran in I\Iarcir r-136 see N. I o r g it, Notes et e'ttraits pour

.seruir .) l,ltisttlire des croisttrles, vol. I, I'aris lti99, 1r. 58r ; ct. N. I] e l d i.

C e ii ll u. I.,t cotulutle cles citds tn(trcllattdes cle Kilia et tle Cetotett tllbtt pur Bttyezil II'

Siiclost - Irorsclttir)l{crl XXIII (r96-1) .36 - tt.5'

11 1. [,,t ',]',ttrttt - Azak, tle lu prdsenrce iktliertne d, I'ernprise ottorrtqtrc (f in 'Yllle sitcle

*- tttiliett .\l 1e sitcle), ,|ttrcica \'IIl/z (lgi6) lIo. 2()I.

, r .1. l;t-rr the ex1;ort <-ri clrirrese silks to the Gclltlen Horcle vil| Klir|llrez'rtt

irrofrnd r+fS see I{ i n 2., IbiJ., p. 3.i1, .133, .i3ti; accorcling to lJ a tt t i e r'

1). lqr - 92, clrinese silk Irlrti ""^re,l 
to itrrive in the l,evant llorts alreitdy

lrcfore !he rrriclcllc'of the tllirttentlt cettttlry, a'rrd tlten Nortltern lrlttl itlone

:,ul)1)lie(l tire grorving irrrllort tleecls of tlre Italian silk ittclustries' Itt 'l'ana'

..\z.ak rv.s t. l-re fo.nrl Irapi:rp silk, al.so, rvhiclt arrived tltere via CitsPiatt

Serr-.{,strlrkhatr, see I} lr tt t i e r, p' 287' \Ve kno$' thrrt (}enoese adventurers

tusecl this route in the fiiteenth century. The silli bongltt by the Venetiart's

Irt \rosllor.o trrrtl Az,irk iu r39.7 t*u.'n1'p,,retttl}',frottr Irntl , ttot frotrr ()eorgia

,rs strgi.-.rte.i bv llcrirttle i \Icinsteitt' I'tt'I'anu-Azuh' l)' l:(;'

(-l.OSIN(i ()1; I lllj. llt A( K Slr,\ [tNl)l:R () I l()NlANs

becatttc tlte entporium of Iranian silk for the Italian silk inclrrstrics,
'l'rebizonrl scelns to hal'e been the nrost inrl)ortlrnt outlet oI Iranian
silk in tlre I.evitnI l, lrrotrght by caravalt Irorn 'l'allriz, the grerrt
center of raw silk and silk cloths, as u'ell ls o[ s1>iccs. I']ccatrse oI
its higlr tlualit'', llrg'e- 1lrorluction for erlrort,:rnrl e^xistcucc oi rell-
tively convenient transport facilities, Iranian silk frorn the.Carrce-
stts ltncl tlte Caspian provinces llrpcar to lrave clclntinatcrl tlic.silli
trtarket irr the IJlack Sea ar.'a at all tirnes btrt clefinitell,after r j1(rr.
I'rices at Azak seenr to lre srrlljcct to lluctuations: In r16r {r ()lle
fotrrth increase in silk prices is noted in tlrerc-, but torvarcls tlrc errcl

of tlre centttrl' tlte lrricc at Azak rvent clos'n to its previotrs lcvel:r.

D. THE ITISE OIT I]URSA ANt) C]HANGF- OF'|RADE ROU'I'E IN TTIE ITI':(;ION

'l'lte s1'stettt oI trlttlc rotrtes tlrrorrglr A.sia Xlirror rvlriclr lr:rrl
clevelollcd uutler thc Ilklrarrirls collalrsed irr tlrc r1.lc-r's, As tltc trrrrilr
tltorouglrftrc of I,)rr.st-\\'c.sI traclc, tlris s1'stern lratl linkccl'l'alrriz,
tlrc grent etttllorittttt of Asian trrrcle, s,itlr Cr-rnstarrtinol-,lc-l'cra or
Llaffa via'I'rcltiz.ontlc', otr thc one hand, anci rvith the great IIerli-
terranean trrort of A1'as vie Sivas in Central r\nrrtolia, o11 tlrc
othe r {.

It is tlte colllpse oI Xlongol porver first irr inuer:\sia an(l tl)cu
in Iran in the first Iralf c;f the fourtee'nth centtrry, tlxrt nrust lrc
stressecl as ltaving I)ernranetrt repcrcu.ssions Ior tlre I,cvlrut trlr]e ilr
the I',lack Sea area arrcl r\sia XIinor. Ilorvcvcr, f<-rr r\sia Nlinc,r rrs:l
u'llole, tlte ensttittg cltettgcs st'enr not to have lrcen ls ratlic;rl ns

solttelitrtes assunred, sitrcc the r,'aluable silk lrroclrrction t.,f tlre
Caspian provinces of Iran, that arei!'s nrain olrject oI international
trade in rrtedieval tirnes, contitruerl to lte lrrotrght into 'I'trLkcl' l-r t'

'-',, I;ortlrerorrteTlfiri z-1'rcbiz-onclsee IJiruticr, p.:S:-Str, \'errc-
tittrts olltirirte<l tlre riglrt tir scttlc lrt'l'rclriz.onti in t.ir..,r , sL-c IJ c r irr,l c i,
Vcirrstcirr, J,. rrli.
', ti 2. lit-lr R y't.trttti tre ti:rtcs sce Ii. I, o p e z. Sill; Inrl rtsrry' in llte Ilszttrttirtt,
I;.'rrrpire, Sliccrtluttt XX (r9+.S) I - J? ; Ior tlre pcriods of conrpetitiorr fr>r e lri-
ttese sill< Ileuticr, p.2gt.

;t \ j. See 'l' lr i r i e t, l-es llige.;tes, nos. .17.5 itrid 9.5.5.

u, -l' Z' \'. 'l'o g a n, Xlogollur l)eurirule Arndctlu,'nttrt Il;tistrtli l',t;iteti, 't'rirk
Ilukuk gc ll<tisrrt Tirrilri llccnrulsr l (rv-l;). r - ; 13 a ut ier, 1r. :tro- s6 ;

II. I tl it lc t k, Rursrt urtl tlte (.'orrtnerce ttJ' tlte Letont, Jc,rrr-rurl t-rf l..con()rllir. ,u)(l
Soeirrl llistc,ry'of thc Orierrt Ill: (r9ot_r) rj.j.

lln I-ll. lNr\t.C'lK
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(.:rl.rrvilll. 'l'he difIcrcnce was that irt tlte cortrse of the secorrd halI

of tlte Iotrrtcentlr centur1,, tlrc lranian silk caravans began urgstly

to rrurlir. tlte ir clt st ination thc ctltital of the ottornan state, Ilttrsa.

liollorving' th is ncw route I ralt's silk caravans callle overland thc

entire rva1, to lJursa, trayelling f rolrt 'labriz yil Flrzerutn - Iirz'irl-

citll .,I.okat - Antasl'a - Attkara - IJoltr or liski'lelrir to IJursa 1. 'l.rebi-

zoprl, Ca[[r anrl Constantinolrle strf f t-recl f rottt this di\Iersion of the

silk truclc, ltttt ['era, l-ry selcling its agcnts to Iittrsa, contintrecl to

re c'e ivc Irntrirtn sill< tltere z.

'l'he risc of IJtrrse ts alt intcrrurtional silli rlrerket atrd inrportant

cctrtcr of silk iltlttstries, rvIic| ltas generall5' bectt oyerlookeil b1'

econOntic ltistori.rnS, tttttst lle consiclerecl eS one of tlre tuajor factors

irr the clecline o[ the silk tracle antl intlustrv irl the I]lack Sea rtrea'

Czrffa silk clot|s, rrtetrtionetl as fatttous towarcls tle end of the four-

teenth centurl'3, tttust ltaye been a t|ing of t|e past at the end of

the rqth ."ntury as witnessccl in our cLlstollls register.
'l'lre srvitch-over in tracle routes, which hacl apparently taken

lrlrrcc tlrc]r11, rrnrlcr I.ieyazirl I (r 389 - r4oz\l was an otttcottte of

()tt.ttyttt irrt'c-riltl policr', rvIicI st-rugltt t9 sccttre control of the

ruain ccllt!'rs on thc route to'lal-lriz, sttcit as Ankara (t351)'

( ).sutencik attcl ,\tttll:)'rl (t.iq:)'
Strict state control nlealrt thnt silk loac'ls coulcl l-rc sent saIcl1'

al91g. tlris r6rrte rvitIorrl clsng'er of tliyersion to otlter afeas or oI

[eilg olrcllerl 1'cl sultjcctecl t9 c]ues until t|ey arriyecl at the llursa

rrrerliet r. 'I'lre sea rottte f rottt 'f reb izond, to Istarrbtrl, otl the other

ltarrtl, irri',rlyccl yaric-rtts ltazercls: in perticttlar sltitrr rvrecks ancl sei -

z-rlrc l-rl,corsairs \\rerc rrot itrIrequent occtlrences. Allliaretttll'tIe
lriglter costs of lantl tratlsportation were offset by the high valtte of

tht: loar'ls rrnci tire large profit nrarg'ins. During these cetrturies thc

ttr:rjoritl'oI tIe silk 11rercltants irr the csra\:ans wefe Azeri-Iranians

rvlro rrrust hal,e f elt thetllselves mofe ctlrtrf ortable in the Ottotttan

calrital tltatr i1 rt Christian city. At any rate, sitlce the local silk

irrrlrrstry constttttccl a llrge llert of tlre itttports (five J'urLlello a clal'

L4 ' r ll. Irrllctl<. l]ttrs,t, IJelletelt XXI\'(tg(rti) +.t-.S+

.. I 2. lbi,l.
, r' -l .l s c lr i l t lr e r g e r"l'rat'els urttL Borulttge' etl J ll"l' c

I-.,.clr,r'IE79, 1r. .i{. Citffa lrroc:idc (liefe lielulrlisr) is still nrentiotted

f)tt<rrrlrrr tlt.,eunrerrt.s t-,f t175 See Kt|nt|nnitrne, cd Ii. Anheiige
II I rr rt I c t k, l). +9 for tlre clate Der Islunt -1.i (r9(r7) tsz'5-t'

'r. ll. Irtltlctk, Ilursu, P'5:'

(jlOSINc ()tj ITIF, BLACK SEA UNDt]IT o.rTOi\IAN5 1I I

irr r5or)arrtl sittce Italian ancl Jervish purciursers, nrostll,frolr l,crrr,
were waiting eagerll' to buy the rest l, Iltrrsa bccnllte an attractir,,c
arrd busy nrarket for silk, a seconcl'I'abri z. itt nrnn), \\'a),s, in tlre
fifteenth centurl'. It ap1.lear.s that Irera greatl),[tenefitccl Irortr thc
ex1;ansion of so close a llrark,'t in silk, therebl, oflsetting.its clecii-
ning trade in the Illack Sea.

Ottotttan doctttttents prove 2 tlurt Istanlrrrl recci,n'c.rl silk r il 'l'rc-
bizoncl rrs late a,s tlre sccontl lralf of tlre fifti-entl celtrrrl','l'lris
trtttst, ho\1'ever, ltave beett tltrite a lirrritecl alnount. In tlre crrstorns
register of r186 silk is tttcntiottcd as arrir,'irrg' irr Caf Ia rr,t Ir-or1
'l'relrizctnd ltrrt fronr Ilursl.

,z/^ / /.r--
ti. TJLACK sEA -rR,'\DE DUr{rNc-i 'fr{rr oT-roM,{N pER.r()r)

'f his essalr on Ottorttan tracic ancl nevigation ou tlre IJlack Scrt
cluring the lleriod I+86 - I5o.5 is baserl on the folloiving. custoprs
reg'istcrs ancl re.g rrlatiorrs :

r ) '1'he crrstorns rc-.qister of Iicte (Caf f t) r -1,!i(r - r1o, [ronr tlrt,
Ites;r'ekilet Arclri'u'es, Lstrttrbnl, Iiiirrril Iiepeci tlsrrifi, Iicfc -.\r,tr)r'ir
Nlukataalerr, no.52Scl illiikerrer. It contains onl1, tlre arrears of
tlte cttstonrs ilues al)parentl), dralvn up ul)on an order given lly tlri.
()ttortran I tttllt-'rial 'l'reaslrr), in r.19r-,. \\/e arc prclyrrilg. tlrc ctlit i.rr
oI th is reg ister.

2) A r,'olttttte frcitrr thc Iia;r'e.kllet Arclrives, Istanbul, llaliycrlcl
Xltidevver f)eIterler, no. (r, containing' thc folIorving Iisc1l rc-
g isters :

I. A rfiznrintg't:, clal'-book, for thc produce of tlre s:rltn'c,rks oI
Ahl'11li for the years r4gr - 93.

I I. ,\ rtizrtftn4:e, day,-book, f ,rr thc f islrerics of Iiilia f or tlrc
),ear I.5o,l.

I I I. r\ rcgistcr
Ii()5 - r.!06,

I \I . i\ reg ister
for thc )/('ars r,1fi(r -

oI tlrc crrstrrrrs clrres Ior Akkcrnlirrr for tlrc ve:rrs

r. (). li. IJ. R i c
Crtrulrridge, I\Iit.ss . rg32,

a :. Ser drrrrrTtutdnt,,,L

llte custorus rltres unrl otlrcr
attrl r5o{ - 15o6.

It a r tl s. tr'lttrentine .Ilertltartt; irt
p. Iro.
ctl. li. A rr lr cg g ('r lrrrtl Jl. I rr

tlte .4ge o1' -lle,li,'i,

Itlr'tk, l).1.j,

C,f
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3) 'I'he survey book of the lropulation ancl reventles of thc
.sondjal; ancl city of Kef e for tire )rear r5+2, fronr the I3a5r'eliilet
Irchives, Istanltul, 'I'apu I)ef terleri, llo. 2r4. Regulations on

custonls <lues anrl tolls are to be found in the introductorl' lrart'
'l'hese huvc been trnnsl:rterl into Iirctrch by NI. Ilerindei anrl
( ). \'e inste in ( Iliglenrent de Siileyma,rt. ler conccrnant le I'iuii de Kefe,
in Calriers rlrr \lonrle Itusse ct Sovi6ticltrc XVI - r (r975\ 57 - Io,t).

lrrrportrint rlescrilttic-rns oi thc Illack Sea cottntries in the se-

veuteenth ancl eisttteenth cetrturies are to l-re Iotttrcl in Evlivi
Qelel-ri's travel Iook ( I'.'uliyd. ()elebi Seyd,ltatndrnesi 7 (Istanbul r gz8)

.1s6-6o1) nDr.l Clatrde C. [)eyssonel's accounts baserl on ltersonal
cxl)cricrtcc ('['ruit,l sur la (,'<trnmetce t]e lo iller IIoire,l':rris, t7E7, anrl

Obseruutions Ilistrtriques et Glograpltiques sur les Peuples IJarburas qui ont

l[abitt les Br,,rds du l)u,nubr: et du Poril- Iluxin, ['eris t16S\.

A list oI Shiporvners in thc register of cttstonts tlues arreArs,
1186 - r+9o

CLOSING OF THE I]LACK SEA UNDER O]'TOMANS 1)3

,\hip ()tt'ncr

I laraccr-og lrl u
Vclecl-i Selnlan, \lerclretrt
llestrt oI Incboiu
llahrrrrid.\tcr
Cici-oslrlu, \[crchant
YtrsuI of Izttrir
Iiali Iiry'is, Captain
ltesirl oi Senrsuu
\IihaI
lloclr Scr'f icl i
Iiara '1'a1,f il>

Zorzi
()epni Ali Itry'is, Calrtain
Ii no tcr

Itin.erary

apparentl), 1'rabzon - ,Sinop - Iiefe
Istanbul - Inebolu - Iiefe
Istanbul - Ineboltt - Kefe
Iierpe - Kcf e
istanbul - Ineboltr - Sinop - Ke[c

Istanl.rul - t,t"t,un, - Kef e

Sanrsun - lielc
Azek - Kefe
Istanbul - Inebolu - I(ef c
Santsun - Kef e

lstanbul - Inebolu - Keie
aplrarently Senrstttr - Siuoyr - lief c

.\hip Ouner

Sinin Iieg
Nikiroz
Yani of Inebc_rlrr

I.)yrre Hoca
IJostan Ra1,is
Karaca-Og hlu
Kara-Oghlan
Panclar.i
I-lasan of Ineboltr
Ilesih I'a;a
Salnran of 'l'agkiillrii, \Ierclr:rrrt
llubarek, Xlcrclrant
Ilacr Rayis of ()erzc, Calrtain

i\hurecl Qele bi, Nlerchant
Velcd-i Iiarak
Kiirelc's;-og h lu
VasiI
I'ras k o va
r\li Ital,is of ,sarrrsurr
I'askal Iia t,is, Ce lita irr
A f endrr l

I.strcparr
Sa v'rr

'I'c-rcl oros
llanul
Kapucu Sinirr
Yani Altuncr
Yorg i li ile ci
Iialiy'oros
Sava.[{anul
'1'ocloros Aferrrlikc
Il a:it i 1.a I ) ra tl
Ilalil
I{ r la g.trz

O ergc., Italian
'l'o rl o r
I'lrr r i rze
Ilurlil

Itinerury
Kerpe - Ineb,rlu - Iicf e
Sarrrstrrr - Iief c.

Istanltul - Inebolu - Iiefc
Irrcbolrr - Kcfc

Istanlrul -Kefe
ap parentl y Istanbtrl- Irre l_rc.rl n- Kef e
Istanbul - Inebolu - Kef e
Istanbul - Sinop - Kef t.
Inebolu - Iief e
'!' ['altzctn . I., e [e
Sinop - Iief e arrtl other Crirnearr

por ts of Iialrklag Lr anrl 'l'alnan
Istanbul -Sinop-Kcfc

appareutly, Istanbul-Inebol u-Kcfc
Sirrolr - Kef e

Sarnstrn - Ir.eIc
Inc-llolu - IieIe
Srrgtllk - Iic[t'

()z-tn - licf e ; Ilrr rz.nl' - Kt.f c:

Istanltrrl - I(efc
tlsk trf - Kef e

Crirrrean ports - Iiefc

Hurzuf - liefc
Crimean ports - Kefe
Crinrean ports - liefe
Crinrean ports - l(efc
Crirnean yrorts - Iie fc
Iioprt - Iicfc

apparentli' Crlat:r - Kt.fc
Sugclak - Iiefe

Oiintliiz. Iiaf is, Captain Sarrrsun or Sirrop- Iief e
'l'urAk [taf is of Iz.urit. Captain al)l)arentlv Istanbul - Inebolu - Si-

antl \lerclrant rlol) - Kefe
I,orcnc, Itllian Azak - Kefe
liara-'I'rrlurrr Istanbul - Iiefe
Yusrr[ Iial<ilr Istanlxrl - lief e

Ilrrri $itir Istartlrul - Inclrolu - Sittol) - Lclc
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Ship o\\'rters, as frtr as we can identify, can be classifieti as

sea-calrtains, state of f icials atlcl trterchants. Nine Xluslirn rayis ate

slrccitictl i1 tIc- registcr rls ship owllers: Iiali, ('epni Ali, Giincliiz,
'I'ur:rk, llrrcr gf Clcrze., Ali of Satttsutt, I{esfrl of Satrtstttt, I}ostatt

nncl I)iyirrl. LIilricl ltayis, FIaS'redclin Ra1,i5 and Salih Itaf il; are

tttcttlittttc,l ottl f in their callltcitie.s as gttaratttors'
'l'Ie title rayis (frorrr Arabic ra'is) clesignates a sea captain,

I)rivatc or oIf icial. Apparently prany sea captains wefc engaged in

tratle sirtce they are rellisterecl as orvittg cttstonts dues for wares for

rvhiclr no other owner is shown. In tinres of rvar priVate captains

\\rere orderecl lry tlre Sultan to join the navy with their shills, or to

engage in corsary activities or ghazii' ag'ainst the ships of unfriendly

latiorrs. Of course, follorving the establishrnent of Ottonran control

or,cr the Str11its in l-15?, tlte'I'urkish sea captains of tlte Rlack Sea

coests tro lott13er hatl occasiotr for such naval actiVities in this area'

on ottr list Qepni Ali ltayis, obviousll' oI the Qepni 'I'iirkrnens

('1'urcotttan) of the }iastern I)rlack Sea coast, nrust ltave been one of

thesc Iocal captaitrs, llow engagecl in transportation and tracle' Hact

of (lcrze, I-Insalt oI Inel;olu, I{esfil of Sanrsun, Salnran of 'faqkoprii'

lrnti Salrrtait of Sinop 11lttst all hal'e lleen shipoi1'ners of the sallle

rcgiorr. Seapralsirilt rvoulcl seetrt to ltaye beett a Iereditary llrofes-

.sitill, ior obviotts rensons (for ex': Ali Rayis was the sou of Itcsitl

.f S.'ls.n lntl Vclr.rl-i Sltlrrr:irr was evidently tlte son rlI Saltttatr

r,i 'l':r;ki,1trii).
'[.ur.k ltat,i. of Izrrrit arrcl IIlrnicl Itaf is, oll tltc other ltantl,

sce'l t, lrayc Scen clrptairrs in active sL'rvice in lllc ()ttotltetl ltil\')'

et tIc- tilrc. It rvns Oltolrln practice at ell tigres to pernrit, sottte-

tirlcs cyr.ll 1'rlcorlrage, llterttl'1ers of thc Ottotttan rtlilitarl' class t<l

engalle ip ltittg rlistance cllrayitn ancl oVerseas trade ancl translrort'
( )rr ()rrr list \lcsilr [rashl anrl Sini,n Paslta, l-rotlt grand-adr1liral

runrler Iliye z icl I I alll)ear to ltaye e6rplol'eci tIe'ir priyateli' ow'ne-cl

slr ilrs irr rhr prt,Iilaltlc Itlacl< Sca trlrcle'

'l'irc ''r ioritl' c,I tIe Nluslirll s[ip owners' two tIirds of t[e
total, \\'crc cyirle1tl1, not ltrofessiopal seanlen or of f icials but rathe'r

ruercltartts or lrttsitlcssttten o resident> in the llig cotntrtercixl cetrters

of thc. I,lrtrpirc. [irotti tIis g.rotrp \\'e can cite FIoca Styl'icli, \'trsuf

ilakilt rntl \lubarek, Altnret Qclebi. In Ottoman society' llloreover'

1gt grrl1, resiclent tttercIants Iut also or{inary citizels liosse'ssecl oI

solre ryerrlt[ \\'cre c,,gagetl in g'ltat \\'as c3llecl rn ud[iruba (commenda)

cl.oslNG OF, l-HE BLACK sEA UNDEtT o]T.ovlANS llil

trade vetrtures and transport r. There is no rvay to clistinguish the
l)ersons on orlr list belonging to tlris groulr.

'I'lte tton-\lu'slint 'slriporvttc'rs, 2.5 in ll'rnlrer, rr*kc .l) .l r I)cr(.r.rr-crf tlrc tcrtal shiPorvttcrs otr otrr list, 'l'hree oI tlr crn, Z<trzi, -l,orcrrt.
antl ()el'ge [trc cle'sii.;rtatctl as a/'rertc, wIic5 ip gepc1.1rl rrrc^'s I,,rrrr-
lrcltn, llttt in tlris casc Italiarr. Iia;;tiya I)racl a,ncl possibly,also Iirroto
ancl liarak catt lle inclucled in this g'roup. Zorzi u,as active ep t6eIstanbul-liefe line, ancl l,orenc betrvee' Azak ancl liefe. .I.lrc
rest of the noll-lluslirn shipou,ners are ()reeks arrcl el,iclentll, seacaptains, althotrglt thi.s is sprecifiecl onl1, irr t6e case oI I)askal
itaf i''i, wlto was active i;etween Sanrsun ancl CaIIa. ,I'he nrajority, 'fthe Grcek sltipt-rwners (Afarrclul, Istrepan, ]\lanul sop of I)r1skor,:i,
SaVa, Yani, KaliS's165, Sava xlanrrl ancl 'I'oclor,s r\fe'clike) werc
cng'ag'ed in the reg'ional traffic in fish, fish oil, caviar, saIt, arrrl
especially rvirle, lletween Kefe on the one hanrl, ancl the Crisreanports of sugdak, IIurzuf , ozan (ozen) ancl Azak on trre .trrer.otlrer ships l-relonging' to clreeks (NIihal, pancl:rzi, \rasil, lraskul,
l'raskoVA, Sava,'I'odoros) \\rerc active betrvcerr Iicfe rtptl Ilelrolu,rir Iiefe, Sarrrsrrn antl 'l'rallzt-ln.

.\/tipou,ners

"\s to itirleraries, tlrey can lie re-estalrlislrcd evcrl rvhen tlrc1.ilre lltrt specifierl in thc'reg'isters, accorcling' to tlre origin of tlrc.
rttercltrttt ancl his goocls''lhe'trrost active lirres across the IJIack Sca
\\'e rc rII)l)arc'trtl1' Istattllrrl- Inel;olu-Kef r', Sinop- Iic.Ie a'rl Sarrsrr'-

) r. Sec II. Inlrlt,rk
X\lX (r9rrg) rur, r.i;

\l uslinr.s

Se rt
, \ Utltt'r-sLal)tulll.s

Norr-ll uslirrr s

, 1.,'1'r'.:nt'
|.rfCCliS

(ltllilns)

L'upitul Forrnqliurt in rlte Oltr.,tnrttt L,,npire, t I: ll
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Kefe, rvIile traffic between'lrabzol ('l'rebizontl) agcl l(eie seerlls

less siil nif icattt in this periocl'

I t lrltltcers that tttc'rchatrts f rottt western ;\natolia atrtl I-lttrsr

cliscurltitrked at Istarrllul, wIicI was tlte ttlaitr transit cetttcr bct-

\\,(jcll lic,Ie a'ct Nlerliterraneall ports. Under t[e ottolnans as before'

shilts Ironr lstarrlltrl callcd, oll tlteir Na1' to Kefe' at Inebolu atttl

Sirrop, trkirrg on rlle rchants f ronr as far away in the hinterlancl lrs

.\trkrtre, Sivriltisar, Ileggehri, and I(onya'
,fhe grelrt voluure of tracie betrveen the crinlea and the Kasta-

grc-,pi-Sinop-Ar'as1,a area kept clirect lines between Iiefe ancl tlte

ports c.,I Inebolu, Sinoil and 'Surt,r,,rt tltrite active as they ltacl been

ip lrrc-(Jltoprarr titrles. 'I'he'slttlsun-ltefe line seems to have beett

lrarticullrly actiVc irs an outlet lor tlte cconoulically well develol;etl

area of thc'hinterlend cotrtaining the towns of Nlerzifon' Aniasya

anci KaraSisar. Sinolr r\ppears to have been a rallying point between

Ir)astern ancl \\'estern portions of the tslack Sea' Ships frotil'1'rabzon

al.lllarentl),stolll-leclatSirroptotakeaboarclmerclrantsfrontTosya'
\lerziItltr, and Anrasl'a' Sea cotrrmunication betrveen the Circassian

1.rort o[ Iiolra (clopa) and Iiefe seems to have been active as it hacl

lteen uncler the Geuoese. Kerpe, a stnall port near the rnouth ol

Sakarya, hacl a clirect sea link with Kefe' Kerpe was an outlet lor

rvo6cl agcl I trttrher f rotl t[e surrotlncling f orest area' au'] a trattsit

lrort for tlre slave traffic lletrveen Kefe ancl r\natolia' Sea traffic

lreIrvct.rr liele rrrrtl tlrc otlrcr Crirrrcan ports of Iltlrztlf, ozan (dzcrr)'

'l.ulllull, strgtl:rk antl (Tskttf as $'ell lrs rvitll Azak ap[)e3rs ttl llltve

Ireetr tlttite' llus1"

\\'ly,t we ctlll ltssert is tInt certairr inclividual cnpteius \\'cre

lrarticularll, actiye ltl.ttg ccltltitr tracle rotttes: Iiali Rayis' Cici-

ggflu, Ytr.suf Ilalii[, Ynt'ti, I{lsan oI Inellolu, '\hrrtecl Qelelli' Kii-

ruleg-t-rghln,'l'0rl(.)ros, Pautlazi (ancl tlte ship oI i\lesih I'asha) ott tlte

Ista'5ul-Irrebolu-iicIe route ; Hacr Rayis betrveen Sitrop ancl lief e;

l.)i,*e Hoca l-,etr'ecrr Irrel-loltt and I(efe; Iiara'fayyilr' NikitoZ and

Ali I{a1,is lretrveen Satrtstttt ancl Kef e ; anrl Haracct oghlu betrveett

,l.rabzorr lrrrcl KeIe. 'f he ships of Ilali Rayis, Hasatt, \[esih Paslta'

lrtttll'{ltclllel,isaplraretttll,nratlellroretlranonejottrneyduring.tlre
1'ear E9z A. ll. (thc year starting zS Jan' I486)' atrcl that of Rali

Itayis trl)l)ears to have lreen particularly active cltrring this period'

At least r3 rrterchants ancl their nrercltarrdise were cerriecl on

Iieli Ital,is'shi1r, to on thet oI Panclazi, lIncl 7 on that of Ilesilr

l'esha tltltt 1'ear.

CLosINc oF TI-I8 tsLAcK sEA t,NDEIT oTToruANS 1)7

Since the reg'ister inclucles only those nrerchants in clebt to thctreasury' it is not possible to get an exact iclea of tlrc nurrrbcr 6ftlte merchattts on lroarcl ancl thc si z.e of tlre slrilrs. I[orvever, j'clgirrgfrotlt tlte nutttber of nterchants and the arnorrnt of g-oocls in ourreg'ister, the ships belonging to sinin Ireg., \,ani, [rr* trnzi, ItaliItaf i5 and 
'rasko'a 

rvotrld ap'ear to ha'e been perticularrl, larg.e.Special sltipntents known as irsA.liye were nracle fronr liefeto Istanbul under the responsirrility of an agent known as trreirsdldtcitnt'ili' The shiltn:ents included sla'es, flour, wheat a'rl clari-fied butter, sent lly'tttembers of tlre nrilitary clas.s, and custorrrsdues lracl to be paid on thern. '1'lre irsalfrtcdrnili was an agent incltarge of forwarcling'g'oocls belong'ing.to tlrc Srrltarr a'rl tlrenrenrbers of the rnilitary class.
As to tlre r'ercrrants the register srrows a totar of zr e peo'lcengag'ecl in sonte rvaf in trade. of these, the lrrofessional 

'rerclrants,as far as can be itlentifiecl, ntttlberecl r8z; tlre rest incl'rle slrip-owners, nrilitary Persons eng'agccl in rnercAntilc activitl,, a'cl r)cr_sons such as tax-farnlers (cdrnil) or their enrptoyees, 
-brnk.rr, 

arrrl'slaves (ghuldm)or f reecl slaves (cattk), acri'g' as traclers on bclralf oftheir nrasters.
Fourteen sltillowners acterl at the sanle tirne as tradcrs, 5ri'-girrg g'oocls on their own account: Velecl-i Salrnan, ytr.su[ ,f Izntir,cici-oghlu, Iiostan Itayis, Karaca-ogrrru, Arrrrrc,d {r.ctc}ri, Ii;r'is I I;rr,_rccltlirr, s;rvrr, \'rrrri AIturrcr, \'orgi Kilcci, Istrclr;rn, sal,rr Nlrtrrrrl,'I'odoros Af enrlike ancl Yorg i.
As for tire rnilitary persons, these wcre nrostly sinrlrlc. {r:elt;;,

f ortress g'uarclians' or their conrnlallclers (ttg'ltu, ltet/t,ttrIti, tlizdtir, .rcr-oda), statiorred irr trre f.rtre.sses oi the crirnea (Kefe, ,I.arrran, 
NIan_g''p, susdak arcr Azak). Anrong tlre rnilitary. grour) can arso ircincluded a chief-'vaiter (gasnigir-basltt) ancl tlre clrief g.ate-kee,er

( ser'beuuabin) of \{'"sih I'aslta, both of ivho'r !verc errgug.ecl i' trrrrlc.l\Io.st of thenr are entcrecl in tlte re,g.ister as I)11,ip13 a slayc tax 6lrslaves to be sent to Istanrrtrl, obviotrsly, for sale. Horve'er, sorrre ofthetlt were ettgag'ed professionally in trarle activities, sucl as t5ekethudi of the garrison of Azak ivho exportcrl ca'iar, arcl t1:rt oI'fantan rvho slripped out whert, ancl Ali, g uarrl at t6e [.rtressof caffa, and Siniin, conlmander of trre garriso' at Sugcrak, wrr'intported various kinds of textiles antl fooclstuff.s. sorrre of this traclewas ar)parentlf in goods neeclecr rry Iocal garrisors.

APXEION IIONI-OY
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In sotrte cases the ltort of
1'he follorving

departure of tlte nterchant
is a list o[ such ships s'ith

or sltip is specified bv the scribe.
the rrerciiandise aboard

Port of Departure Ship Orvner \lercbants Aboard llerchandise Aboard

Azak

Azak

Hurzuf

Hurz uf

Hurzuf
I n ebolu

Istanbul

Istanbul

Istanbul

Istanbul

\l ihal

I,orenc E.frenc

Yorgi

Yorgi
Sava

Iiyne Hoca

Veled-i Salnran

Hasan

tsali Ral'is

Yani

'l'odoros, Anton F)frenc

Orvner, \ikola, \lurid of

Sinop

Hoca f)ravdik, Hudavercli,
I)anignrerrd

Owner

Ou'ner

Hact Saf a of Anrasl'a, Ibra-
hinr of Kastamoni, Hact
Ali of Tire, Hoca Ali of
Xlerzifon
Owner

Ilurad of Istanbul

\Iustafa of Kastanroni

\lehmed of Istanbul, Sel'-
yrdi of Konya, Yakub of
Amast'a. Hasan of Istanbul

Caviar

Fish, r-essels, textiles

\\tine, Hardrvare,
IIats, Raisins

\\'ine
Fish oil
l\lohair, Cotton goods,

Leather

Kirbas (sea belou'), Rice

Kidney lJeans

Xlohair

J,eather, Silk and Cotton

textiles, SPices, Ilardware

r
F

2
FI
A

(continued)

Port of l)epartrrre Ship Orvner Ilerchants Aboard \Ierchandise Aboard

Istanbul

Jstanbul

Ista nbul

Kara-Oghlan

llesih Pasha

IJali Ravis

A hmed ('eiebi

Ilahrlfid Atcr
Nik iroz
Af endul
'l'odor

f lul;nrek

Seyyrdi of Istanbul

Hanlza of I.stanbul, l\Iah-
lnud of Sinop, Hiiseyin of
Sinop, Hrissf in of Ktire
Alinred of Karahisar. Ser,-
yid Ali of Denizli, Hacr
Jlehrned of Ankara, Hacr
Veli of l-gak, Hacr Baba
of Karanran, \'usuf of Si-
Dop, Cuki of Istanltul

Ou,ner, Gif ib Tatar, XIeh-
rrred of Tire, llehnred of
Kefe, Hacr Ali of Bursa.
Arslan anrl Tuta, Jeu's
his agent IIalil
Alrrled of Anrasva
Nikola
()q'ner, A1-as
() n'ne r

Silk and cotton goods,
Cotton

Silk and cotton goods, Cot-
ton, Rice, Copper Hard-
ware

Cotton goods, I,eather,
Furs, Shoes, Copper, Rice

Rice, J-eather, llohair,
Nails, Soap, Harclu'are,
Silkens, Iron, European
u'oolen cloth

\\tood and lunrber
Silk, Silken textiles
\\rine
\\'i ne

Alum, Hazel-nuts, Hentp,
Furs, Pots

o
l-

a
2
c

\
iI
|n

r
o
x
a
rt

c
z
FI

it

1
o
7

z
w

Istanbrrl

Kerpe
Sanrsun

Sug dak

Sug dak
'I'rabzort
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'fhe follorving table breaks clown the professional ntercltants
lri' religion arrrl orig'in:

CLOSINC OI' IIIE BLACK SEA U.\DER OTTOI\IANS

Those Nltrslitlt tttercltauts f rorrr C)ttonriin territories rvhose birth-place or orig'in were spccif ied in our registe r (suc6 as Istanbuli or''lmdsi crl' (drt 
-'lrno'ss'a) catt lrc- classif ierl acc.rrlirr.q t. tlrt.ir <;rig i's ;rsIollo u'.s :

oy

'-?

Ftr

N<ln

0rtlr. Arnle-
Greek rtian

Muslinrs

E I'renc
Jew (ir"r;rrl others

Il i r t lr 1-r la ce ()rigin()r Nurrrlrer of
Xlercltarrts

Sinop

r52 r 3() 5

(Hacr Ali the
l'e'rsiltrr, lJoca
Cenral Irorrr She-

rniki, il[chured
c,[ I\laghrcb, NIu-

rid and 'l'evek-
kiil of Clcorgia)

23 2

(Isf ador,
'loros)

IJaba -

(esare
Papo

l)et ra c

Konya and
IJ trrsa

I sta nbu I

'J'ra bzon
Ankara
il'lerzif orr
Atttasl'x

()

s
l)

Karanran

Kastarrron i

'['he striking fact aLrout this table is the overwhelrrring'ntajoritl'
of the Ottonran-subject Nluslinr'furks, about two thirds of the total
trtttnber. Ottotuan-subiect noll-N'Itrslints make up about l8 ller ceut
of tlrc total. ,\nrorrg' tlrese nrust be included sonte eJ'renc of Galata.
Since tb.e efrenc fronr Sci,ts and Nloldavia catne f rom trillute-paying'
lancls, one can justifiably wonder whetlrer there were really' any

f oreigrr tratler.s (i."-. directl)' f rom the I)ir ul-Harb, Abode of \\'ar)
in the IJlack Sea at tlris tirne. The custouts registers oI Iiilia lrrrd

Akkerntan ilo not provitie any nrore o[ a clear cut answcr to this
cluestion.

a. NI uslirns
1'hough fciv in nunrber, foreig'n Nluslinr tttercltltnts were to be

fotrn<l in Caf f a. Caucasians \,\'ere in a rtrajority in this grotlp. Onl)'
one I renitn is rccorclcrl, thoug h rve knorv tltnt Irani:ttt ntercltants,
nrostll' frour Azerbei<ljan, lrtd travelling rvith the silk caravans,
were to be found in great nurrrbers in Ilttrsa ancl Istanbrrl cluring
thc fifteenth and.sixteenth centuries. Another Nluslinr foreigner,
Nlehnred of \laglrreb, trarlecl irr goods orig'irratirrg in the ()ttonran

lan ci"^.

Iiayseri

I{ef e
Kiirc
Ilolu

Zile

'I'ire

Nifde
Giirdos (tlordes)

,tlr a$kr)[)fil
Ilal'btrrd
Ileg;;eh ri
Sivrilrisar

.,

t

I

I

)

I
I

T

I

Giinriiq
Canik

'l'okat
Iiarah isar

'l'on uz lrr (l t en iz.l i )

Uqa k
Iior
It ilan

I

I

I

I

I

I

'I'osya
Sanrsun

l()l
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,fhe above Iist covers about half the mercltants, shorvig their

1;lace oI origin, w[ic}' was apparently in most cases also the center

of their collnlercial activities. ln some cases they seenr to iraye

c-ltosen to settle in sucI itlrportant conrnrercial centers as Istanbul'

Sinop, Anlas1,a, Inebolu anrl I(astamoni. According to this list, 4z

1te r cent oI the .,\ltrslim trtercltants originatecl f rom the torvn and

cities oI the ,\natolian IJlack Sea coast. 'fhose from lstanbui and

f rotn Ilursa, Ankara ancl Ka1'5st1' comnlercial and industrial centers

in tl]e soutfi, ofl tfie otler hanc'|, also ntade up quite a high per-

centage (29 1,er cent). Ilttrsa aqcl Ista6bul were t|e transit centers

Ior goods brought by tfie tlerchants oI Western Anatolia' the

Aegean area "n,l 
Ertro1r". Sonre nrercltants f rorn Western Anatolia

as far es I)enizli (zo percent) ancl from Central Anatolia (ro per cent),

el)pear, Ilowever, t<l ltatre travellecl as far as Kef e' TIis pictr'rre oI

the 'f trrk ish lterchants tracl ing in Caf f a presunrably ref lects

the general pattcrn in tiris period. 'I'he native Nluslinr Caffans'

intc-restirrgly enottglt, occtlpy a ver'' nrodest place in the overseas

tracle of the citl', ntttllbering only f our' 'f he N'luslinr 'latar lller-

c[ants, on t5e otlter hald, acting nrostly on behalf of the Crinrean

Khan or t5e lrilitary, appear to have lleen anlotlg the wealthiest of

thc rttercltatrts.
b. Clreeks
'l'he Greek nlercltntlts, who utake up the second larg'est g'roul)

in our registcr, were rlrostly frorlt the South Crinlean ports' I-Ittrzu['

c)zan, Usktrf , strgclak, f rotrt Azak ('focloros, Nikola), or f ronr tIe

SoutScrtr Ijl^cli Sca coast ports,'I'rltbzotr (lionstanclin' Ilirrritri'

\lanul), Senrsun (Kiryakoz), Kerpe (Karli), and Ilartrn (Ateksi)'

'I'Iose frolr tIe Crirrlean ports lvere nlostly ceptains engaged in the

rvine trade anci thosc- frorn Azak in the f ish arrcl caviar trade' The

Greek tnercIatrts f 16ttr 'l'rabzon irrlportecl into Caf f a wine ' o'rak and

hazel-tttrts, t\,ltile ot|er Greek captains or ntercitants also brought

local lrro{ucts: Kiryakoz oI Sanlsull ropes, Karli f rorn l(erpe coarse

tc.xtile.s t-ri flax, Alcksi fropr Ilartln wlteat, rnillet and rice' I'uka'

rvlro iilrportecl silk ancl silk clotlt, atlcl Vasil, who irtrporteti rice ancl

large allountS of altttlt, ttrttst also !aye been f ront t[e Soutl'rern

Ijlack Sea co..rst, wIile Yorgi, wlio importecl soap' was probably

front Galata.
c. Jews ancl Armetrians
1'lre Jervs tltake ttll trvo g'roul)s:

corv hicles frotlt the Crinrea (Yustrf'
those rvho exPortetl ltorse or

Avranr, 'fatnarin, IlYado ancl

CLOSING OF ]'tIE I]LACK SEA UNDER OI'T'ONIANS l0;i

Ilya6on ; lrerltaps these last two are the same ?), ancl those rvlro
im1;orted costly silk or I{uropean rvoolen cloth (r\rslarr Yahucli, l{oc;r
IlikeE,'ftlta, ancl Netil), ol-rviously via Istanbul. 'lhosc of the latter
group apl)ear to be rich nterchatrts. Arslan Yahudi, or lihodja
Arslan, was a forttter tax-farnter (rrimil), ancl his titlc, lihoclia,
denotes tlte stattts of a large scale nrerchant usually n'itlr a place of
husiness in tlre bezz(i:isttiz (bedestr-n).

Of the two Arrrtenians in our register, Isiador of I{e.Ie was a
wealthy rnerchant engag'ed in the tracle in silk cloths, while Toros
imported large antottnt oI ltenna. Aplrarently, aftcr the contlucst 9f
Caffa, Ottontan-'lurkish nrerchants replacecl partly the Jervs alcl
especially the Arntenians in the inrportarrt ancl growing corrrlrerce
in irnported f ine textiles. (Iihodia I)ravclili was probal.,l), {rlso arl
,\rnren ia n. )

d. Efrenc, Italians
'fhe Iiranks, or E.f'renc, rvhich for the Illack Sca nrc:r rlre:ur.s

the Italiarts, were active as captains and slrilr-ciu,ncr.s, as rvcll as
mercltants, in the period af ter r475 rvhen the Ottonrans estaltlislred
clolttplete control over the Iilack Sea. In tlte register \r,e count four
merchant ships belonging'to the Italians (Zorzi, I.orcnc, Ila.5ti1,a
I)racl, ()erge) ancl eleven Italian urerchants.'l'he Italian nrerchants
were inr,'ol'u'ed either in regional tracle, such as bringing to Caffe
caViar end fish from Azak (i\nton, I.orcrrc, Crkorrri), .,r irr inrlrorting
costly l')trrollean clotltes (Cakorrrr) s()n of lrililr, \[arketc rrn<l Ilortcnur
Ilalestrirr) or soal) (Za,ni Itelie kscri), or in ex lrorting rcg ir,rr:rl pro-
cltrcts strch as fox skirrs (l-ani) or lcather (Zorzi\ or beesla.r
(Karagciz Efrenc). Tlris last rnentionecl, trearinq' a 1'urkish narne,
was a guarcl at the fortress of Caffa, rvho rvas probably taken into
Ottoman service as a nrercenary after the conrluest. Yet anotlrer
Italian ntcrchun t, Zorzi, traded irr goods typical of tlre South-Iiastern
Illack Sea coasts such as henrp of Faslta, arr-rl; ancl ,n,inegar.

Atttong tlre non-Nluslirrrs is to lle fourrcl a certain Aksinr or
Eksina, a rtterchant fronr Kara-Ilogclan (\lolclavia), who engageri in
the silk trade. Petrag', who brought log's ancl lemon juice in contai-
ners to Caffa, r-night also hal'e been fronr the P,alkans. ()rr-\'arun,
who cante frotrr l'anran rvitlre a cargo of hernp and caviar, must
have been a Circassian. l'he nationalities of lrapo, son of :\1,1o, ancl
I]aba (or Papa) ('esara, who brought lunrber from Hurzuf, we have
been unalile to iclentif r'.

IIALTL INALCIK
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Ilerchant Cargoes Classified According to V

belorv 2,ooo 2,ooo - 5,ooo 5rooo - Io'ooo

2o7, 23% 2r%

alue (in akcha)

above ro,ooo

36%

'f hus those urercltants rvith trterchanclise which valttecl above 5'O0(-)

ul;cha (r r r golcl clucats) constituted about half the total nuntber'

'llrose rvit6 rrrercIanclise valuecl irelow 2po() (-14 gold ducats) were

only one f iit|. 'fltis shows that the nrerchants engaged in t|e Caf fa

trl1clc were ntostly busirress nlen oI sotle im1;ortance' 'lIe IigIest

f igures belong to tle follorvigg lrerchants (see p' I115 - ro6) :

It becomes clear that a great majority of the big tnercltants

were engagecl in textile importing, especially in bringing in kirbas

(a ki'4 oI coarsc textile rrrade o[ cotton, flax, or hentp) for conlnlon

usc. I.,ttxtrry textiles, suclt as silk cloths' fine woolen clotlts' <ll

I.)uropean origirr, ancl rrrohair (to.f) f rom Asia Nlinor' Are oI next

rpost irlllortarrce. On tle other liancl, the c-xport of sheep skins'

Iiclcs ancl especially Cri'rean salt, rvas also a big business' The

wealtIiest *rercha'ts appear to be tIose doing business with or f or

tlre. Crillre.1n ruling class (-Saban, Cat Cat Hact Ahrned, Hact'fanrt-

Vernriq).,fltese nrerchants irnportecl for the ruling'class luxury

tertilcs (silk, Iine wooletrs or cottons) and for the artll]' artlts ancl

.t[cr ''rtcrills--sworcls, 
iron ancl te-ttts' 'l'lttts $abatt itttported iron

Iru{ exllortecl, al)l)urently, sficep skips for tlle Crintean Khan; Iirnir

Llasarr was guarnltor Ior tIe dues to be paid on cereals itnported

frorrr lJartrn by Aleksi ancl on ltirbas and caftans inrported by Ali of

Zile. Cat Cat IIacr Ahnrecl, a noteworthy f igure in our register,

exportecl salt, wliich was a nlonopoly of the crirnean Khanate'

'l[e local rvine tracle, trtostly in t|e hanc'ls of Greek captains'

also apllears to hnve been atr imllortant business'

l'roIessional ntercltatrts slrecializecl mainly in textiles' Ioodstuf fs

and sl^vcs. Since it ,"^, .onrlclerecl gooti in nredieval trade practicc

to ilr,est in l'ariotts t1'pes o[ wares' we sometimes find textile

lrercfiapts traclipg eilso ip spices, ltenua, clyes, sugar, hasltis|'

soa[), sn,ords, conrlts, leather anc] hardrvare. I,ikewise rve find that

t5e slave nrerclant FIacr yeys was eng'ag'ed at the sanle tinre in

tirc textile trade. [,rovincial merchants specialized rrlostly in the

export of local prodttcts. ilIercliants frortr llursa and Anrasl'a

inrprorecl ipto Ca[[a prostly silk stuffs, those fronr Ankara nrohair

Irrtcl rice, tltr-rse Irgru t|e liastttllloni area co])l)er and rice' tbose Ircltrt
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IIALIL INALCTK
CI,OSIN(l ()l 'IIIE IILACK SE.\ UNDl,l( OTlOfvtANS Irti

\r'estcrn Arratolia carltets ancl cotton goods, and those Irottt North-
East Anatolia alum, henrp, hazel-nnts and wine, rvhilc those Iront
Istanllul carried wares of varius origins, including Eurc)l)carI clotlt,
reacll'nracle clothes, harclwarc ancl tin. ilit'rclrnnts oI tlre Crittterttt
rivicrn tlrrtletl irr u'irrc; tlrose r'I t\z.lrl< irr f i-lr, crtt'iltr rttttl slrtvcs.
Cottorr an<l lcather goorls \\'erc l.rrought irr by tlre tcxtile rlcalers iroltt
all over Asia NIinc,rl .sonle rlealers sl)('cillizing excltrsivt'lv itt lt'rt-
ther goods.'fhe Italians, and sonre Jcir'islr ancl Xluslittt nrcr('lrtttts
f rcrnt Istanbul, specializetl in inrportcrl rvoi,len clotlrs.

Since our reg'ister g'ives clata onll'on tlrose nrerchattts n'lto otvctl
erreers to the crrstonrs no estinrate can l.'e nratlc oI thc totrtl ttutttl-rt'r
of nrerchants or volurne of freiglrt at thc port oI Cafia for tlre
period in rluestion.

C'ONCI-USIONS

r. 'I'lre Ottonralls atternpte rl to cstllrlish tircir control ott tlre
I)arclanelles Irorrr the rnonrent thel' settled on both sirlcs rif tlrc Strait
in r352. 'I'he capture ancl Iortification oI Oallipoli (r.]5,1), \!'itlr thc
construction o[ [r naverl arscual ancl base tircre, \\':ls the Iirst stelr
irr this clirection.'l'he Ottonrarrs lrecarne I)rrticullrll'tltrcaIg11i11s olt

the Straits betwecn r3c)3 ancl r l3o. I3ut sirrcc thel' dicl trc.,t ltavc lt

navy I)owerful enorrglr to contlol tlrc se:r, tlre- Strrrits rrnl:Iitrtrl Irct'
until witlr thc guns lrlnccd at the. castles tlrey lrrrilt on tlre Ilosl)(rrus
arrtl the I)aldanclles in tlrc lrcriotl rlsz - r l5S thcl' wcrc alrlt to
cut of f passrrge.

z. 'l'hc Ottonurn rnoIives irr contrc-,lling rrrrvigatiort on thc Strlits
ancl Iflack Sea rvcre: (rr) to establish a conrlrlctc sltIegu:rr,l orr Iltc

I)assag'e l-rctween Anatolia arrrl Iturnelia anrl to lrrotect tlrcir calrital
eg'ainst a sLlrprise ;rtttck, (tr) to secrlre tlre pr<lvisionirrg of Istattlrttl,
(.) to ptrt an end, in Iavor of the inrligcnous l)ol)r.llatiotr.s, to Iltc
ccononric lrnrl lrolitic:rl rlorrrinlulcc <;I tlre Itllilrn tturritirtte st:rtcs,
rvlriclt cxploiterl arrrl rliverttrl tlrc u'crltlr ol' tlrt' t't'l iott tts rrlit'lt
colonial l)o\\'ers.

3. 'I'he t)ttorrran state \vas coucernerl ivitlr rnaintlirtinl: tltc
conrncrcial anrl fiscal lrencIits oI thc Iilacli Sca intcrnltionnl trrttle
so lorrg as tlre above objectivcs rvere not irnlxiirc-tl. I'lorvct'cr, irt tltc
area of thc- international tr:rrlc too, nAtivc or trillrrtc-lrlrvirrg tt:ttiotts
\\'L're g i vetr pre'Ieretrtiel trcaturcrrt.
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I ltx IIAI-IL INALCIK

+. '1'9 1)r<ltect anrl expanrl the econontic rcsotlrces of the coun-

tric.s srtrrolntlilg the IJlack Sea the Ottonlan Ernpire establisirecl

its control ttyer thepr Iy steps iirst as suzerain state in the periocl

r-153 - r.[75, end then throtrqh ciirect rule over tire nlain tratrsit
centL-rs srrch as '\rrrrrstris (r-16o),'l'rebizond and Sinope (r46r) on the

southcrp lcgasts of the Sea, Caffa, Sugclak, l'relrklava, Oiizleve,
Iicrslr anrl .\zak (r.175) in the Crirnca, Cope ancl Anapa (t'ti9) in
Circrrssin, anrl r\kkcrrlurrl anri tiilia (t+8-t) in IIolc'lavia.'l''lre Illack
Sea liecarue irn (JItoruan lake rvltetr Southern I:lessarabia or [ludial;

\\,1s attne.retl t<-r tlre ()tt6ntan Iirrrllire in I536 t. 'f ltus, the P'lack

Scl cotttttries wcre iltt:gratetl irrto a regional econom)'tttt'tclt
lrorc corrrplett'11, lry, tIe t)ttonran Iirupire thatt thcl' ltacl lleen lly
tlre Italian rrrirritipre stutcs. 'l'his clevelopnrent in turn entailed a

l1()rc: stripgetrt anrl jcalotrs control of the area lly the Oftonlan go-

ygrpnrcrrt. \\'lr ilc tIe I'illrck Sca's place in interrtatiorial trade shrtttrk

in tlrc llc\\' l,,criocl, tltc grorving tlentattcl of lln expanding enrpire

alcl tlre giant citl' of Istarrlttrl for fooclsttrIfs ancl rarv ttlaterials as

u't-.il ts Ic,r slavcs restrlterl in the econotlric expansion ancl sllecia-

lization of tlre indivirlual Illack Sea countries. 'fhe extension of

cstrrte lgrictrltrrrc ancl alirrral liusLandry in the Crirlea, tlte l)osht,

\lolclavia antl I )olrruclja, ant'l tht-' increase irr slavc raids ll1' the

Crirrrcans shoultl lrc rcclillt'rl. liront tlte ettrl of the sixtee trtlt centttrl'

\\'t-stcrn incitrstrialized t.cononties, esltecialll' tire Iinglish, Iirench

Irrrtl I)utclr, trierl to gct accL-ss to the Illack Sea's abunclant ancl

lr,ir\,-lrricerl fooclstrrffs ancl rrrw rllrrtcrial rt:sotlrces. Iitrt apparentll'

titc pre.ssrlre antl risipg' ltrices in tlre ()ttonran tllarket tttacle the

( )ttotttalt goryel tttrtettt lllore than cver relttctattt to ollen the Illack

Sea to intertrational tracle.

5. 'l'ltc clc,sing of the IJlack Se'a to international trade was a

g ru cltral 1)roCcss. Re stricti,tns were irnposecl only rvllen tlcw concli-

tigns clcrlalrlcci it. I'rolribition of the exltort of att indiVidual cont-

rrr<-,dit1,' lty, 
" llrrticular nlttion was initiated at a particttlar tinte,

:irrtl rrililtliincrl or extcrrflctl accorilirrg to corrclitions. r\s a strict

stltc lrolic\, (tltc closipg of thc Itlack Sea to eny foreigp vessel>

rurrst lte consiclcrc{ as sotttct|ing of a latcr date. \\'hile Nlaurice

A 1'rrra rrl l, cirl tirc c yirlcpce of iut [)ttoruan clocutltettt, suggestctl

I II. I rt rr I t' t k. li u J.i o A, lll', I, l) t'zStr - s;'
r. \l ri tt t' i t' t' .\ t' trt lt r tl' l enise, Iltt$use et le tontner''e du bl'i

CLOSINC OF THE I]LACK SEA IJNDER OT OJ\IANS lolf

t55r as the firraI date for the rvheat exports frorrr tlrc IJlack Sc;r,
Iing'lish trterchants still had l)errnission to tra4e et Caf fzr a'cl Azek
in their capitulations of l6TS'. \'enice harl capitularl, gLlerarrtces
to trade with Caffa atrcl 'I'rc'bizoncl until r54ti, wlren tlrc. .s1reci1l
referettcc to these IJlack See ports in tlre calritulations \\,A,s orrrittcrl 2.

I-lorvel'er, the Ottontatr rcgulations rlaterl r5l2 contair:erl sLipull-
tions about grain export lt1' liuropeall shilts lrorrr Caffa, nlrl ip r.5 1,,pthe Sultan warnecl the Cadi of Istanbul not to intcrfi.rc w,itlr
the Venetiarr tttcrcltants wlto u,crs lluf ing c1r,iar, lislr ..tl 'tlrerl)rol'isions in tlrc Iilack Se a :i. 'l'lre Vcnctian u,ine tratlc r'itlr tlrc
ttortltertr cottntries via the Illack Sea corrtirruerl rrntil lrbout ri9?..,
lrlthoug'h Joseph Na.si triecl to r'akc- . r'oro1rol1, of it urrcle-r sr)c-
cial charter f rottt Sultarr Sclinr I I (r5(16 - r 5i+). .\ f iscrtl rccortl
tttltle irr r 56o 

5 rcarls : < NIost of tlre Iislr cltrrl lrt lt tlrc f islrerics oI
Kilia ltatl bc-ctr soltl to tlrc Clrristilrn Iorcigncrs rvlro lrrorrglrt *,irrt,
f rom Ilurolle ( F'rengistrt'n') in tlrcir slrilrs. 'I'his rvinc rvrrs not solcl
here at Kilia, bttt af ter thc cusfonrs r'lucs werc takcrr, it was
e xported to Poland and Xluscovy rvherc it rvas exchanged w'it5 rra-
tive products.'I'ltese in turtt were strbject to custonrs rlues lrerc at
Iiilia in transit, ancl thtts the Otttorrrarr trersurl,olrtainetl srrlrstrrrrtilrl
revcllue froril it. Sirrce tlre rvirtc slriprs lurvc' ceasccl to conre to tlris
port thc Iish cannot be soltl, ancl conse(luc-ntly tlrc Sult:rn's treirsrlr),
is tcr loose annually threc hurdreti thousa'tr ultc/t. (.5,r,.,., g.lrl rltr-
t'ats)>. F{owever, tlle Vcttctiutr clocrrnrcntlrtiorr tells trs tlrrrL lr1,ri().2
Ve nctilrrts irttllortecl into l'oland alone scvcl or .-iglrt rrillr.rr lrrrrls
r'rf rviue f ronr Crete via tlrc IJlack Sca,i.

I' O' N Orirtlt.rtttlglt ilttt, llt'tueil J'tttrt,s inlerrtttliurttttr.t.,1,'l',,rrtpit-,t ,ttt,t-
ttrturi Isttrnlrrrl I, rS7S, l). t(r/ - (r,ri.

2. See Ii. InirIcrk, [nttivizit, Iilr, I\', l). rrS.i.
.i. C. \'illltin-O:rrrrlossi, Corilribtttictnd. I'titutlt tles reltttiitrtst! iltl<t-

tnQti(lues eI (urntnertioles ertlre ["enisc el. lu l)or!e ()llont(tue uu ,\'1,'lt: sii,t.lt,. Siitlost-
Iirrrsr'lrrlngcn XX \r I (t</ry) -l()

t II' ItlltIcrl<, Cttytitttl l"or.rrttttirrt irr Iltt()u<trtrun lintl,ire. l). rlr,.rj.
5' 'l'llc llttlrel;,ilet ,\rcltives, Istarrlrrrl, Ilrrlit'e'rlcrr lJiirlcr,,.,cr. l)t. ltcr

|r(). 25.5.

(r' 11 .\ I ll e r i, Ilelo:irtrte Jegli ,tntl.,as, itttori I t,neti ttl st,trrtt<t, >e r.ics l,
r'<'l II, l) 'll2 citetl lly 'l'. S t o iu tr cl v ic Ir . 'l'he L',.trt,1ttering llttll;,trt ll<,t,.1,trrt,
It.rrirttrrl of I,].'onotnic IIistorl, \\ (trTrro).
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products. For example, it was not possible after the introduction of
modern printing in the Ottoman empire in the l Sth century to produce
for the general public the exquisite leather bindings which had earlier
been the norm. This further relates to an important topic, i.e., the
preservation of the techniques and tools of those traditional arts
collectively called the folk arts, or handicrafts. One of the most critical
and urgent tasks facing Turkey at the present time is the collection of
these cultural artifacts and the techniques employed in a major Museum
of the Handicrafts. It is in such a museum that the creativity of
Ottoman-Turkish civilization could best be represented. Instead of
imitating European designs and products, our modern industries could
seek there the source of inspiration for new techniques and styles, and
thereby enhance the competitiveness of their products. In this way,
many original techniques with high market potential could be saved
from extinction.
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