
i lliliii llii fllii iilii lllli lrlii iilii liii iiii
rlftlil tfil ililtililI[i!lill[ll!il ilil mi
I lllrlll llil ilill llili lllll lill! lllll llll ltli
I ifi iil 

Hi$igH$H,1',',,,,,
Holi{ Inalcik

THE QUE,STION OF THE E,MERGENCE OF TI]E
orrolvlAN srATE /-'7 '/2 a,r-r,7 rf -"J't.

Iislil ii,rAr-ciii
Tar lfi;rC*lr I cj,; l;-:;;: rl lrr.

Thc founclation of thc Ottonran Ernpire has bccn a nrajor qucstiurr in rnorlcrn historiog-
raphy'. How a srrrll l-ronticr principalitv on thc Scljuk-Byzantinc bordcrlarrd tlc';t:lopcd
into one of thc mc)st l)owcrfLtl enipircs of n-rodcrn tirncs still puz-zlcs historiaris. Horv dicl

it happcn tlrat this statc. crnhodyinr two inrpcrial hcritagcs, Islarriic and Byzantinc,
crcatcd ir krng lasting ernpire in Asra N,linor and the Balkans? Hcrbert Adants Cibbons
prcsents a thcory of rcligious conve-rsion as thc answer to the fundanrental question of
the dcrlographic, cultural, and instilutional origins of thc O(tonran s(atc.r Jliough pop-

ulariz-ccl rviclely in gencral historics. this thcory barcl.y stands up to the criticisms of the

philologically-groundccl historians specializ-ing in the field, such as N'I. Fuad Kopriilti,
Paul Wittek, ancl Fricdrich Gicsc.r

Sub.jccting the carly sourcres on the origins of the Ottomans to a thorough analysis,

these specialists proposed thc thcory of a Turkish-Scljukid origin of the Ottonran state for
population, culturc, arrd statc trarlitions. But arnong thcse specialists controvcrsy arose

ovcr the qucstion cif the basic structurc of' thc carly Ottoman socicty. While Kopriilti
srrggs5lg6 that it was prcdorninrntil,tribal in character, Wittck considcrcd it a military
fronticr socicty with a peculiar fronticr culture. In fact, Wittek believed that it w'as

basically thc traditions of the Isianric nrilitary,frontier organiz.ation that provided the

socrio-political founclations of thc Ottonian statc and that thc Islainic tradition of I'lol1,

\\/ar gave it its dvnarnisnr Ior conqucst:rnd innovation. Both scholars strcsscd the central

rolc of the Turcornans (Tiirkrncns), piistoral nontads in the frontier society, wrthottt
attcnrpting to investigate thc structure and intcrnal changcs of that socicty in the period

of statc forrnation. KopriJiti's funclamental work on the socio-religious conditions of thc

Turcornans in thirtecnth- and fourtcenth-ccntury Anatolia, although illustrating nrany

signilicant points, did not an.s\\,cr the ciuestion of hou,this socicty was transformed to a

polity, or horv Osrnan Ghazi becarnr- a military-political lcadcr and the foundcr of a ncw

state and dynasty.

The early Ottoman traclitions have not bcen thoroughly and critically exarnined front

this point o1'view. In tiris first paper i shall try to investigatc, first. the fundanrental cause

of the social chiinge on thc flronticr as a rcsult of inrnrigration and popLrlation pressure

and, sccond. thc prirnary'lictor.s !eadirrg to thc .statc fonnation in this frontier socict), at

thc turn of thc thirtccnth century.

'The i't;urtrlution o.f tltc ()!torntin Errtpire (Oxfirrd. l9i6).
rSce Kiipiirlii. I.<'.r origirrt.r tlt Icntpirr ottot)t(ut {Paris.

(l-orrdon, 1938); an,l Cicse, "[)as Probletr.r der Entstchung
tik unil vL'ru'ort,lte Gcbictt 2 (l()24): 24(t-7 l.

l9.l-5). Witlck. Tltc Ri.st' of '/7tc Ortonton Etnltirt'
dcs Osnranischen Rciches," Zcirschrirt Jlit' Sclritis-

tlllt;lt Unlverslis
? ihrvrri"
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7'itt 'iilt'ki.;lr Etorlus to tlrc ll'cst irt Respon.ic Itt tlta ,Vort,qol Int,asiort
(i:!) | l-i00) antl iltt' Energtnce of.O.strtan Glmzi.

T'hc -si,r'ctacuiar'llri'ki:;lr c;ipansiorr into wcstcrn Anatolia can be linkcd in thc last
ni'ritlr,sis 1r.: iltc l'iloitgoi it.:vlisittn antl rulc ol-thc lvliddlc East in the thiriccnth ct:ntury.
'fii:r',: is ctttisiii.'r'ahit- historical cridencc srrpproriing the vicu'thlrt this irrvasion causcd
a:;,t.\a)dii:i ttf l;'i.ili lhc'litrcottutn trii-ics ancl thc scttlcci population.s fronr'fransoxialra,
i;'tr. iutil A,:r-rhai.iatt into r\siri NIinrtr. In thc rvake oJ'the sprr-rad o1- lr,{ongol conll'ol r)r'cr
hsi;r l'!inoi.(i-ccotnitiott of Mon{rol suzcrainiv in 123-5; thc Murrgol invlsion 9f Central
Anricliri riritici-B;r1'ju in 1243; atttl. {inally. thc cstirblishnrcnt ril dircct N{onc.ol arlrninis-
trt'.ir.rrt ai-ic'r i)li) a ntirssivc irol,.ulation nlovclnent torvard thc rvestcnr frt;nticr zonc of
tir,: Sc;.irikid slitlc oi'Anair;liit u,as sel ulrclcr,,vly. ancl this continued tlirr.rugltout tiic
ilr il ic,r :ii h Lcli ILr r'_\/.

'i-"g i;;-1r1rtl;llti s(itqcs ol-this ilt()\.'cnlcn( ilrc kn()wt1 . In thc l2l0s thc \.longrlls drovt:
rtui r: i-;.-ttn[--cr oi 'litt'i'cntrtit ii-ibcs fi'otn Irlaraqha arril Arran and lirtrrr tltc Nluqhan pluins
i:-i .'''z-e'rbtr;.ir;t. rn ;i;ca thai wlts to bcconrc thc faroritc rvintcr qLrarlcrs of thc N,ktngol
rril-:;ri irii'ccs i;r irarr.'r\lr)nR u'ith thc lr,lougol prcssure, thc scarch 1.or goocl pastrrrc lantls
firr: t;rcir itt:rtis itr iitit:giit:il arcas and tiic oirptirtunitv for bootv raids into ncitlrboring
Cliiri-stirrn laiiCs lci niatty of tltc'iitrconran tritrcs to thc rnountain renges in the rerllotc
l-rrrttiici- (rrri7) z-riitcs. i'r':ssctl by thc Jurconran dclranils for lrrrl (a dclinritctl arca with
:;LliIij-lcl. lirii r.;,ittci rqitltt't'-:rs) atttl cOt:frontctl bY ihcir rlc-prcdirtions on eiqricrrliural ar.cas,
tl;e Sc:i;,rkitl ccil(ilti ti{)\'cnlittcnt liastcncd to rir-ive thcrn out trtr.r,arcl thc [r9ntrcr. lrcas.
r','[tcli.'i]ir'; f<li'irti-ri lt ilirgc Jili-colttan bclt in thc nortircnr. southcrn, ancl rvestcrn lr.]oun-
tait-, l'ltr;,r-c:; rrl'i\sia ir{inor irr 12.10, It<.l*'cvcr, a tcrrrblc hrrcornan insurrcction,shook thc
Scljlk;il riiatt' to iis lirunr.lations.{

In ll:rii tlrc i"{on'gol gcnrrr:tl I}ryjir askccl thc Scljukid sultan. Izzccidin Ka),ka,,r,,ur ll.
tr- l,sr;i:in ltitn l;itnttttr-:r utttl ri'intcr qlrlrlcrs in rt,nalillia for his arntv tribcs to scttlc in.
-l'his ri,'lis allcr IIlii;iuri i{lian hlid ordcl'crl thc cvacuution of Arran ancl lr,Iughun plains to
tllt!:i u'it)'lirr tltc l'.'{rrnsol illpcrial iirnr\/.'l'fic sriltan rcjcctcrl Bar,-iu's dcrnand.'fhc
cnitiiiril l-tritiic cittictl u'ith lhc dcfcut oIt]rc Sci-iukid arrnv ancl thcirevacuation o1'thc bcst
pi;sir:i-c iarrtis in ilrc'Ii;l.at-Aritils\/a ai-ca. incllrding thc Iush Kazova plain. TIris crcnt
bltrtiIl,t ji itt\\' ilor'.,o1' llr.coittatt itlntiqrants inttt tlre wcs(ern bordcr arcils. Kal,karvus
cvr'ntr;;iili' llcd to iiyzairtiuitt (1251), but tlrc J'irrcoinan.s corrtinucrl their suppqrt {or hrll

'.\ i;rirlc'illiir oi'ii,c'iirrcr;rrr:rrrs. ho+ct,cr, rt;r)'crl iir r\zcrl-.rri.jan. se-r: Z. v. lirg:rn, Lnrrurti 'lirk'litrtltint,
(iiri:, lti cij . ilslrniriri. i(;70). l). 1.5.5. I'hc first N'ionrol tro()ps lo scttlc in Arnrn lnd \,ltrghan \\crc rcp()1ccl ro
tic -i{1.('\}.) ()r'i1).{t'')(i silons. c\citrdirtq thcir larlilics; scc ll. Sprrlcr. Dit, lt4ongolcn rn lrttrt (llcrlirr, l1)-55), pil
z.i()l-'ttr' r;tt iitc iltrriuItlljo;r trl -5.(X)i] to (r.(XK] Khl,a1u,.rrrilrn strltJicrs, lr9stl\ Turcortrals. ll.pl1 I1rn. scc
i.r!i;tr; .1tt.,ili,';'i ,':'i, s.r'. "licvltiisrcv Ii" (ir1 O. TLrran. pp. (t11,21 in r,rtl. .1). -l'he tcrriirlc "fufc(,ntrn uPn\lno
in iit" Ii.ilrrii;i,,i\!,tits_\t rcqi()n in ll.l0 $,1.s li rlircct t'.t)(:r'cuqsion,rl'thcse inrntigralions: scc Cl. ('atrcn. I'rr,,
l)ti,,'11111i ,l;r'..ir'r' ,i-l1rjori. l(){rii1. pp. il6-.17. O. 'h1.lin. ,lclsttLlulut Tilrriri (A1k1r;r, l{)6.5t. tr. lll. a1d f:.
Siirrii:r. ",\ri:rrlolu',lir fi,irrgrill;ir'." 5r,i1 l[/rr ,.irrt.5ttrnulnrr I)cr,.qi.si. r,ol.I (r\nkar;r. l9(r9). pp. g_9.

'l'.rr: ritr: nt(lst rcicnt anrl;sis rif tiris cvcnt in a 3c.strz at vitrtc of thc hcro of thc insurreciion. Ahnrct Yaqar
(ic:if.':. /l,rir,rilr'r'1.:,:ttt (ist:tibL:1, 198(l). Asltik I)asirazucie's corupilrtion o1'carlr'Ottr.rirran lrt(lttion:. in
ii.';r,t,:rr1; 'fir"titii,i . ctj. N. ,ritsiz (irt:rrrhui. l9J9) t:rlso lransiutcd bv R. Krcutcl rn lhnl llirrcn:clt i.ttr Il,thrn
,r'ii,;ll li.ir:rr rrirtl '"'.citna. i!15()1. chrps, I and l). dctails llrc rv:rndcrings of'Osnr:rn's tribe and thc rcee iving rlf-
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and his sons against the N{ongols. The following thirty years were an era of struegle in
Anatolia-a struggle that brought still nrorc inrrnigration. The figures providcd by the
Arab geographer lbn Said (d. 1714 or 1286) sive at least a gcncrai idea of the rclative
distribution of thc Turcomans on thcse frontiers: 200,t)00 tcnts in the Tonguzlu (or
Laclik, ancicnt Laoclicaea) rcgion, 100,000 (cnts in thc Kastanroni (Paphlagonia), and

30,000 tcnts in the Kiitahl'a (Cotyacunr).5
'fhc next period of rnassive populafion nro\/enrcnt in Asia Minor bcgan irr 1277 r.vhen

thc nativc ScljLrkid aristocracy and the ir'l\rrconran supportcrs allicd thcnrsclves with the
Manrluks of Egypt and rosc up to fight a l{oly War aqainst the "irnpious" domination of
thc lr{ongols. Norv tlre aggressivc spirit o1' jilmd, rcsuscitated by thc victor over the

Mongols, Sultan Balhars ol Egvpt. appcarecl to scncratc rvithin Anatolia interrse enthu-
siasrn forthc battle against thc Mongols, cspccially amons the fronticrTurccnrans.6 FIard
presscd by the Mortgol fcrrccs, tlic tttost warlikc and rnobile elcmcnts of thc frontier
Turcomans nrovcd furthcr rvcst and south ancl dircctccl their cncrgics for Holy Wlrr in
raids (g/ra:d) against thc inaclequately protectcd tcrritorics of ByzantiLnl in westcrn
Anatolia and in Lesscr Armcnia in Cilicia. In orclcr to establish direct Mon{ol control in
Scljukid Anatolia. frcsh i\'longtrl frirccs, actually u,hole tnbcs, were sent to scttlc there
aftcr 1277, again nrostlv in the Arnas-va-Tcrkat rc[ion.? By the cncl of thc thirtccnth
century thcse firrces anrountccl to fivc l[]trtut s (50.000 nicn) and scvcral lririq s (onc
ririrug was 1.000 nrcn).8

Tlre civil war in thc Ilkhanicl ilrrrpirc (1291-129-5) and a scrics of rcbcllions on the
part of several lv{ongol rnilitarl, govcrnors in Anatolia (TLrgliachar ancl Baltu in 1291:'

Stilenrislr in 1298-99) rvith tlre cnsuittg rcprcssions resulted irr thc inrnrigration of rnorc
Tlrrconrans ancl. norv. of ccrtain lr'longol tribcs as r.r,'cll, putting furthcr prcssur-c on tlrc
frontier.n During this period thc expansion of thc Turcolran tribc.s torvard thc lo*,cr

5Sec P. Wittck. Dtt.s Fiir.stottunt N{ctrrc'st'hc (lstrnbul. 193.11. p. l. Birrbara Flcnrrning. lttndschtlis,qt'st'lticlttc
vorr Putnplttlictt, Pisrtlicn ttnrl Lt'kicn inr Sltiitntittcltrltcr'(\Vicshatlcn. l9(>1). p. 3; and S. Vryonis. 7-hc [)cclirte
of}|cdicrulIJt.,llenis'tttin'4.sitl|'',linortlltrlIltePnlcc's.crl.[l.r!ttni:utitlltfrontthcf'Icvt,nthtltnluglt
('ertttr4, (Rcrkclcy. lc)71), pp. 191-9.1. 26)'E7. ,11.1-97. [:rrrnr llrc carlicsl tirncs rvcslern Anatolia had bcc.n a

rcgion poptriatcd b1' large grorlps of 'litrctrrtrans: llt(.rc \\'erc 120.(XX) tcnts rn thc rcrion b1' 1189. according to
Sirlirnbcnc (citcri by Vrlonrs, Dcclirte, p. l1)l).

''lrrrr the risc of thc spirit ol jiharl Lrnrler Baybars. sc'c E. Sivln. L'1r1crn et la Crri.stule, ltltlolo.qie ct
I,nl1ltlgttttr|atlalt.rlcsRttt<.tirltt's|r4usttltluttt<'srttr-t.(-.l-rli.srl<it,.t.(Paris.i968)'P.l6.5.
) gihad.rnti-rnonr()l r'i cctlc i[)()ql]c").

'Orr lirc'uprisinqs in ccnlral Anltoiia. thc capiurt- ol'Kon1,a by the Turcorlans ot-Klranran in 1277, and
C-iaiklratrr's rcprisals. scc B. Spuier, I)ic i\'lrtngolcrr, irp. S.4-9 l. C. ('rircn, Prt-(.)trrtttr<ttr Tilr'kct, pp. 2li4-3iX)l
F. Siirrrcr. "AnritlolLI'da N1r>grrlJ;rr." pp. 33-63. l-irc lrusic s<rurcc tirr lhis pcritrd. llltt.stununtt al-Akhlnr, is

pLrblishcd b1' ()srnln'lirran (Arrkr;ra. 19,1,1).
*[n l]20 tltc Mongtrl g()\:crnor. Jinturlrsh. had undt'r his corrrrrtarrri "ninc /rTnrlrrs ol- \'longols and Turcg-

nrrns"; scc,4lrLltrtttt'i '.s Rcri<'ht iiltcr,4rtittrtli<rt. r'il. I;. Tucschnc'r (Lcipzig. l9l9). p. 32. I.-rtcr ou thcsc
N4on5lois. along rr itir thc 

-iurconran tribcs in thc r\rnasr'a Sivas rcgion. plur,cd a nur jor role in thr- rise o1- thc
statcs succcssivcly foundcd b,r'llrctna and hv Krdi Ilurhancddin (ll.l0-l-197). siro clairrrctl. as hcirs lo rhc
Ilkhanids, a tkrntinattt p<isitiort in A.sil trf irror. On Ilrctna. sce. Z. V. 'lrr;rn. Unrunri 'l'lirk Thriliittc GiriS,2tl
cd. (lstartirul 1970): lnd on Rurhartcclclin. \'. Yiiccl. Katli Burlturtttldirt,4ltncd vc Davlcti (Ankarr. 1970).
lAIhcn -I'irnur firrcibll, lctl tlrcsc N'longol trihcs hrck lrr Turkcslun. thcir nrrnrbcr *,as estinrarctj rrt -l(),(itX) or
4il,CMl. Frrr thc \{lrngol triircs rc-rrrtinirrg: in lh.'ilrL-ii. scl'.SL)nre r'. (.),itr:lttr, pp l3l-47.

"Ilarly Ottonun trariitions rncntiort (harvLlar--latlr rs attlrckin! tlrt- Oltonrans f'rorl thc rcur in tirc I-ski5chir
arcat thcy \\'crc ilpfrlrcntlv cstlblislrr-tl lurthcr soutlr rn thc tcrritrlrv rrl'thc (icrnrivunitls. I;or Cha*ciar-Tutlrs.
scc .Siirrrcr, O(u:.lur. p. I 18. lnd 'lirgln. Urtrutti 7'iirk lbrihin( Gi'r,r. pp 2-12. .lSS. lirr irloncol scltlcnrcnt in
gcncral. scc Siirncr, (),\u:lar. pp 4.1. I l5--17.
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Sanglirius (Srrkarya) Livcr lrtci thcir iclcntlcss raicls into the Byz-antine prttvincc of

it,fcst:th_vnicn (thc prcniiisula o1- Nicontctlia) wcrc rccordcd by thc cotttentporarv histtrrian

Pichyirrcrcs. llc rclirtcd;rll tiri.s to thc disordcls wliich t<tok placc in thc Paphlagonilrn

frolli,:r lit'ca i.rctuccrr llrc Sattgirrius liivci-and Kastalltoni. a st:llc of allnirs lvhich led to

ir4e19r.rl i6tcric;-crrcc."'Osnian Ghaz-i, thc fouttrlcrof'tl.)c Ottorttatt stalc, is r.ltentionccl 1br

tlle lil'st iiirrc in Ilvzartiiic s()rilccs as thc lc:tclcr ttf tltcse vigot-ous rlids b1'llrctlntans
into r"lic ll.,,z.u1rit:r: tcrriiory at tlic nrost aclvattccd scction oI tlrc fronticr at {hL] turn of thc

I ixr rii:L:lri,r ('a ilti ir\'.
'j'l-,1. i'.'r:iiircni;;g cf \1onsol []()wci in Iran unclcr Abu-Said (1317-133-5.1 clid not itbate

ii-rr: I,rrl;rtiic:rii-il1ti:1c i1 Asia h,lipor. as thc N4rlnst.,i govcrnor, T'irrrurtash (1318-1327). in

conl;rt:tir.i iti:,:rorr!l i,rrccs in ccittt'lrl ,{rtatolia. ntlu, triccl to gairt actllal intlcllcnticttcc b1'

srircirgiiicr.,iiig liis cr;ittrill ()\,cr thc borricr rlrLras.rr Ii sltotticl bc atltlctl thltt J'irtttrrtaslt alsct

edi;i:tc-ti titc Isl;rii'iic Ilrrli'w"t'itlcoltlsv illltl cvt'rl itp|1'tt;1t'htr.1 thc Malrtluks in att c{lilrt to

o., crsllrilo,r, thc 'fili-coirran ,q/rrr;i lcitclcrs ivho hacl g:tiltccl strch gt'cat prcstigc in Asla

li,,liiror thrtr111'Ii ihcii'cxploits asailrst lhc Ilyzantincs. l'itnttrtasli rv:ts particularly h:lrsh in

tit:l;iirr:: rviih lirc Dlls rvlro lnti. lr.i,nou,. csla[rlishccl vi;rblc principalitics ilt thc fitrntcr

Sr:i;rrkirl fr-,.;nricr rcgicn. As to thc ncrvly cstaltlishccl ,g/rrr.:t principalitics tlf'r'r'estcrn

,i..riuti;lia. {ltcv rcin:tinc-'cl nrosllv bcyotrci 'I'ittturtiish's rcltcll; ancl norr,'. l.ttttrc than cver

1.,,:for.c. inc'-,, il ir-cctctl thcir rtctions tt'rrv:rttl thr'B1'zltntittr- Iltttcls rtn tht'coasts.-fhc pcricrd

oi' i2:ji- 1:-,-l() .,r'a:; irirlccd ir ci-ucial onc for tirc lirrkish cxpansion inttt tltc Acgcun q,ttrld.

Iii ril,otrf i-i-10. .,\l-cl,l irrari 's i\\Jo soulccs cstirttatccl thrrt thc sixtccn'lurccln-tittt principal-

iric:; c::tairilshtil by thut tinrc coulrl Ilobiliz-c ovcr half-a-rnilliott cavalrymrcn-tltc ligurc

gii'cn i,r iiuilri>tn ihc Ci,lrlocsc--or o!'cr a qLritrtcr-of-a-rnillittn-accorciittg to Haydar al-

l.tr-f irn.,r ln i'iidi1ir.li. they Incntionctl an urtspccificcl nutnbcr ol'infttntrv.'l-hc ltettrcs

il'crc tt[ri'ittusli' grclillv cxrigqcrirtcd. I-lorvcrcr. if rvc rcnlclltbcr that the rniilority of tlie sc

lirrccs t't-,i,si:,i,.rrl r;f 'lilrconrrrr tribcsnrcir, thc {)grrrc givcn {ilr clclt inrlividtral plincipalitv

clilr bc iirici1.1gi1..;;ts iirc rclativc nurnbcr ol'fi':liting tt'itrcsntcn (lcl)cltdr-nt up()n a partictl-

i::i lortl (ii rr:1,- r'. it is rrotcuo;-th1'that thc highc:rt flctri'es iti thcsc itcc()t.lltts rvcrc givcn ftlr
ile l,1c;rir-r:1c Lryiiiu (l(Xl,()0() irr Clariu). thc Al,tlttt-orrhlu (70.()00 in Ionirt). thc'Ostttan-

righlr i(ililrrri;ins -.10.i)00 in ilytirinia). the K:ti-asi-oglrlu (ovcr40.000 in I"ly'sia). ancl thc

Srlri;iii lrri (;glti1 (iE,00(i irr i-r'dia) -all of u'hot't.t !\'clc opcrating in thc iirc:i captttrcd

1l'iriir tlrc il.,'zitiiliit,--s iit ',i'csi'-rt'lt ./rtlaltllia i)ct\\/cL:ll l2(r0 and 133f).
-lil srigt rlp. a nc-,\"l'irrllcy,"'vith glcat clctntte,nilrhic potcntial antl a hcightcncci ['loiy

\ir;ir ill.:i'ii:S1'. r.'.;is cnr,:rting iir tirc oltl .Scljukicl ironticr 7-oltc cast rtf a ltrtc l't'otll thc

nrouilr ri1-'.lii.r I)allinran 1111los) ilivcr-to tltat of thc Sitkarya lSangarius). A thrust b.v" this

r.tiplt',:rii,". l-i'li:tiiir; (i{'r.ii.'t.\.'aqllinst tirc nclghbttring Bi'z.luttint: tcrritorf in ''.vcstcttt r\tlltttllia

Irii<l i6 ihr. Rrilklrits wils.rlrriost inevitablc. Thc cxpansiolt tvas accolttplishcd in thc

irrlirr',. ii,t i,iaqcs: (1) ii itrtgln u'ith thc scasonal lttovcntcnts of Tttrcontan nolttirdic groups

iiittr iirc ll.,,.irr;ilitrr cglr:;ial plarrts: (2) it u'as intcnsificd by thc rtrgaltiz-atiott ol srlall

t"('ttr,;l.rtt!;:t- ir,/;.i11)r-\,r;.i l;,lo,n. vcl. l. cd. I). Nl . l-lolt. A K. S. l-anthton, and Il. l-ervis (CartrhriJge . lt)70).

|p']6ir(i7;lllltii:-li,lal.c,llZltciraI.iittjotr,..Pltcltvittcrcsrlnlliel\lirtlurtli''./J'r.:rtlililrt
I (i()ji) 5'l-71

,,\\'c i.u3q'. iirr r: rlltrrri,.. tllrt ltc sctiierl \lortr:ol trrlrc: irr tltc attas Llt Kony"a. Nirldc. ln,J ,'\kstrrit;, tlrtrs

it"-',--.
:,1i i it:irtr i's iJcrit ltt , pil. -j'i- 1rr.
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raiding groups under ghaz.i leaders, mostly of tribal origin, for booty raids or for
employment as mercenaries; (3) it continued with the emergence of successful leaders
capable of bringing together undcr their clientship local chicfs te conquer and then
estahlish beyliks (principalities) in conquered lands on thc modcl of the principalities
founded in the old Seljukid fronticr zone; and finally (4) with the involvement of these
ghazi-hey,liks, with thcirdcfinitc political and econorlric aims, in the regional struggle for
suprenracy in thc Aegean and in thc Balkans, thc previously undirected thrusts of the war
bands becarnc focused on new aoals.

Tlt e F o nna t i o r t of Ghit zi - lvI e r c: a tt a n, B o n d s

As a rcsult of cconomic prcssure in the prcdominantly nornadic society of the frontier,
the pursuit of econornic activitics supplcntcntary (o stock raising was scen to occur
bcfore the pcriod of largc scalc scttlement. Lunrbcring and carpet naking becante
spccializations among thc nomacls ol'thc southcrn and western parts of thc area, as thc
ntarkct for these commoditics expanded in Egypt. In fact, carpcts, lumber, ancl other
forest products such as nut-gall later on would constitute the niain export itcms of the
ports of Antalya (Satalia), Alaiye (Candelorc), Finike, Balat (Palatia), arrrl Ay,asoluk
(Altoluogo) under the Turconran principalities.'l

Thc slave trade, with the growing dcrnand froni thc large niarkcts in Asia Minor. Iran,
and in thc Arab lands and thc gencrally rising pricc of slavcs during this period, ap[)cars
to have had far rcaching conscqLrences for the frontier socicty. Enslavenrent of thc
neighboring "infidels" bccante a nrost profitablebusiness as well as a "pious" act. Tlrus
it was that bctrvcen the thirtecnth and sixtcenth ccnturies the Turkish chroniclcs and the
gesta et v,ilaa lttcrature, as u,cll as Christian sources, placcd great entphasis on the
enslaving activity of the gltct:.is.ra The continuous raiding for slavcs and the opporturritl,
for employntcnt as nre rcenarics uppc'rrs to have brclught about a spccialization and social
differentiation in thc Trlrcornan l'ronticr socicty.

Even if ii is not to be taken as a truly hrstorical account, the Ottoman tradition on the
origins and rise of Osman Ghazi is of particular intcrest, for it aids one in understanding
5u11,, in a Turcontan clan of pastoral nomads, a gha:i can emerge to creatc a subordinate
band of rrrountcd rvarriors and conrradcs (rrr)ker or I'o/daslt) constantly occupicd with
raidir,g the lands of the "infidel".rs The distinction and the dominant position of the war
leader in the clan u,as furtlier enhanced by thc "conring undcr his flag" of cvcr increas-
ing nunrbcrs of ,g/tcriDs (rootless wanclercl-s of various origins). Thcse r.vere always
warmly u,clcoincd b1,the leader and bccanre "his peoplc," his clicnts, pcrsonalll,

''See W. He1'd. Histoire du Contnrcrcc du Ltvant au MoLen-,4ee, vol . l. cd. [:. Raynautl (Leipzig, 1936),
pp -5-l,t--54; Elizabeth A. Zachariadou, "Scpt Traitds Inddits cntrc Venisc c-t les Emirats d'Ai'din er 6c
Mentcqc, ll3l-1407," .\trtdi Prcorrornani a Ortonrani , Arti tlel Convegno di Napoli (Naplcs. 1976), pp.
229*44, antl C. Foss, Ephcsus Afcr Anriquir.r,(Cambridgc. 1979), pp. 1,1 I-67.

'"See lrl. Inalcik, "Servile Labour in thc Ottonran Ernpire.' in The Muruul tiflects of the !slantir.antl Judto-
Chri,srian llbrlt/s (New York. I978). Ilvert in the coLtrl historl'of Tursun Bcg (ca. 1490) ('l'he Hr.rrorr of
Mthtncrl tlte Cttrtqutror, ed. H. Irr:rlcik and R. N{urphc'y {l\4inncapoiis end Chicago. 1978.|). rhe success of :r

cantpaign was rreasurc(i not only by thc political rcsLrlts obtained but also by the nuntbcr ttf slaves captured.
'Scrc (J.rrtrltlt Titrihleri , pp 97. 107 ("Osnnn Clzi'nin 1'anrncll 5,trar ndl:crlcr oftiular"): for rrd{rr-ship.

see also H. inllcik. "The Khan anrl thc Tribal Aristocra,cy-," Ilan'ord Ukrunion Srudies 3a (1979-80): 417-58.
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ailtcilcri to liirr; lirrrl c;rlicil b1'liis ttrttitc: Ayr.ltnlt. SarLrkhanlu. Osrnanlr. or j\4thallu. l-hc
p11).ils,\ trirtiult'tl ir tlisstilutjort oI tt'ib;t] kilrship tic.s. u,ith thc cxccption of tho.sc o1'lhcr

lcaicr':' lrrril\'. ul'ro kcpi and consoliclatccl thcir privilegcs rvithin the pcculiar pattcrn of
agr)iiir-' l: i;r,,hip.'" 'i'lic iioi_t \\'itr itlcoiog,\,. as Inrich as thc succcss of thc actual rairls.

rciirfi;i'c,:cl tics ivilliitt lhc lxutrl 1o pt'rtclucc a cohcsivc sociul groull ccntcrcrl around thc
lcrrrit;. f'L,ilSCeLrcirti.r'. cici-r'ishcs ctitbod\utg thc ,gltrt:tr iclcology rrnd bringinq to thc

lcl:ticr-'s lrrilliuritv ilic sltiriluui sanction of Islarn \\'crc cvcr prr-scnt n'ithin ther fronticr
sc,cicl)'.'r Iii :ictr:ll i:rct. lhc |itllcnt ol'thc- chlttttlr' \\/as a vcrv olcl onc. datinq back to thc

Ccni;'ai .\l;irtrr 
-iir i'ks.!t \\'ilit lrupllcrtccl in thc scctrrrtl hirlf'of tlrc thii-tccntit ccntLlr),wAS an

uirirrccldt'iiicii c.,.icirsioti tll- tltc l)1.()ccss. itpl;urctttll as a rcsrrll ol'populati()n irrcssurc,
ct;'.i1tii,i ',,,;th lllc ('crrtnrl golcrnritcrtt's lrlss of- contlol rtr'cr the'sc Turcorrtans antl rvith thc

clliaP"rl of tirt: iJYzllttinc ilcl-crtscs itt u'csicrtl '\nltitriil. Nou'Jirrct)nrltn \\/lir banrls
(1,:,.'ui)ir'il iil'.'llsiivi's lr.': nrcicartiit_\'crrtttpllttics itt ihc scti'icc ol-tlrc C'lirislitrrr g()\'ct'nnicltts

{hi'i;r:gJii;iti tl:,: iJuii:lius lts u'cli lts itt st;rgiltg [tttot_v r;1i1]5.
'l'h.r' iir,,'cilsr: iri hotsc irt'cctl ing itr tIrc I/(// arcas c:ut hc cortsjtlcred trrlt]r cirrrsc lnd cl]'cct

rtl'this trtrrsiorniutitln.r"'ihc lurrit()r,\,u'ltcrc thc 
-furcotttarrs 

had thcir lrl'/ ucrc congcnial

ti; lior.sL' lrrcctj i;rr:. lttttl lirtrst: irrccrling in Anlttrrlilr shou,crl corrsiilr'ra[rlc (lr]\'cl()plncnt

tlrrring tiri:, pciirld. iiitrsc ltfi('cs ucl'c clttikr lou,, atiri as tlrr' funtc <t1'Anirtilliulr Trrrcornan

lloisr-s silr',.'rt(l , lirc_\,canri l() bc ilt tII'citt tlcmattd irt nciglrhol'irrg corrntrics.r') Until thc

ntitl-si:.1i:cllth c.irtuly. llor-sctttunshrp. alont u'ith pcculiar'hrrco-N4ongol tactics, corrsti-
tr-rtcrl ihr: l-rtrsic inilillrr,, rttlvaltlltgc of'thr- Ttircttnxin aird Ottonrair tr()Llps faciitg \\,cstcrn

1i;1rrics.:' l;;ilirii.\'(-onlinucil to t'xist. ils ritnks fillcd b,t'solc'licls dral-lcrl 1'ronr antonp fhc

N,lrrsliiu i.{'ii \'(1 (thc lax pay';ng siibjccts) in tirc caril'TLrconran principalitics as i.r'cll as in

,Iltt.1r;it.il1itltIin!tr1..r,tl.1ttcl'crll:ln.islttlttlttgthe

()r.\(l|1i:|IIil)|l|j|.t|1|'\'!|)rl'q|)|-.IjtrAi<|tt's|rlt.tt|.\'rrlltttit,'t{.[hc[lllguc.I9(j.1).pir.]5()-.5]'

nrari institutit)ns. s(rr \\' Irons. "Nonnrlisnt as r i'olilicul ,\tl:rptation: 'flrc Casc ol'ihc Yornut'Rrrkrncn."
.ltnari\-uil l' ti;t;,tltil:i tr I i 1')lJ)

'Oir thc rrlid r)1 1l,c rk'r.r;.his. \i. l;. K,rptiilit's sttrtlics atc cssctttrrl fror ti biiriitrgr-ilpht. sce I:u(t(l h't',[]riiiil

lllt't titttit.st

:,.1 )6

l,l c,l. tl-," ,,. j()rrli ). Ip. 2t1t) l5J. I:rotrt thc t'lci'cnllr c0lt(rlrv on. uircn Anlittrlia bcclnt.' rrlc ol'lltc rrrost

rriri lrri lrirrN, ;urri nrrrctn:rr\; crttpiit','trcrtl: scc Vrvonis. [)cr lirti:, chlrps. 2 anrl .]. I'.r,crr in thc Scl.jLrkirl

irirrtcrlirrrrl :o;tii oi llrc ;]lt'it'cn:r;-\, clttcls l.t'crt;ltr tlllrlL- c();l\l)lr urru\ .1\ r':trl_r lts lllc l2-50\. ]n ll-5(r il !'e JlJln

.Sl;lillltrilri;l}tiin1lll'ill;lil.ill(ji.illdil(ici.tli.llltlcrcertltr;'-|l1rC1rttritl
I tt n r !.s r'lt t i l't.r ; :'.s, /ri< /rlt', p. ii).

'S,:t i). Sirior. iirl:. titili l)iiirtrr\- in Inttr'r,\si;ttt Histnrt'." ()rienr 1',.r(n,ntt.t l9 (11)71t. lll ii.l. Tnrr
};1r1s1-5'rti'I't'n(',.'(jc(i1rcl'rllitJcr.lr:\li'r;rilclr
(,\nn,,\rl,or. 1r7-5). n| 177. l.\,1. As r:tiiirnq bcciitttc thc nrinciplrl ()ccul--'itti()n in thc rrrl1, thl nrrrnhcls ol'
(J\irlr', in tlir''iirii,rr]l;llr i\)r'!cs \!.'rc In\'TL',t\cti. Ibtt I]ihl tr'lis trs hor.i'lltc Jirrc,,rn;rns 0l Kar.rinrn. $'i,.rr ]}irrl

' St'c ..11 (..'tri,iri : []Lr'ti !,t. pp. 2.1 . .15. 4l: lirr tht crport rrl lrrrst-s 1-rorn Alratolia. sct' 7-lrchlrriutlou. "St-pt

]-r:liii.slrlctjii....;l,i.l]ll.i:.trsct-l].].hirict.,(t;.q.''/l..l
l()5lli. i.. i()1. ilrrrs,: Irici's gcnt trp ilt s-r'r-i'r lrt iit-trcs ivhcn cxlr,rrt ot lrorscs f i'onr.\natoliu slackcncd. scc Ibn

T:i,ri'rl.rit1, . itt jrili rtl 7t;jiiut. crl. \\' I)r,pircr. r',ri. I (ilcrki:lcr'. I921)t p 20 1

:'Scr:. lirr ri,rnrpir. lhc,lcscrrplion ol lltc hrttlc ol Nir',rnolis rn A. S. r\ti,1 u. //r" (-ru:ttlc in tlt( [.1tnrr
Iiitl,lit ,17,,.t (i-rinrl,rn, it)ifi). P| .1-l(r -5-<: lut(i sc,r also K. t i Kirhainri, "l)e r Pli'il br'i ricrr inncrasiritischcn
ir..ilili)()lt.r,lcrr Lrrrl rirr-r'rr l;rr.hbrtrlt.' .4, lt; ()rittti,tlt{r (Aeltri Scicnt. [!urrr.t 6 (195(r]: i09-lhl
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thc carly Oltonlrttt statc: but cavalrv (.siltulti), \\'as thc foundatiott of the rnilitary clitc,
ancl Cavalrvnrcn enioved full menrbcrship in thc ruling class; riding was considcfcd a

privilegc. rncl was clcnicd to thc orilinarv r((n'o in thcsc socicties.
Thc rolc. at this earlv stage, of thc tribal u,ar bands lis lrcrccnury contpaniLrs, occa-

sionallv'rcfcrrc(l to as Dr)/rk in'furkish. nrust hlc cnrplrasiz-ccl. At this tirne. Turkislt
merccnaric's wcrc qcncrall)'eirstcrn Mcditcrrancan-.iust as were thc Alnrogavars in thc
wcstcrn Nlcr,litcrrancan. By 1300 thc clcclinc of the ficf-holding fcudrrl cavalr), had

becornc univcrsal thrt)uirhout thc Nlcditcrnurcan uorld. The govcrnments in Italy and in
thc F:lalkans lrad by now lcarnccl f'ront cxncricncc thlt thc hirine of ntcrccrurry cornplrnics
was by Iur the rnost prcfcrablc coursc opcn to thcrn.rr In thc Balkans thc go1,sl-11njcnts

t:vcn c()tltpctcd against each othcr to littract thc Turc<tnran nrcrcenlrry colnplltries. u,ht'1.

for thcir part. \\,erc oftcrn satisficcl with nrcrc tloot)', espccinlly'in thc form of slavcs.
Thcsc c()nr[)rinics \\'crc con.sitlcrc<l rtrilitlrrrl,r'thc rr<-r.st cflicicnt not ()niy bccuu.sc of'titc
supcri()rity ()l thcir tvcapon. thc farnous Ttrrkish borv, but also beciruse of'thcir ultirluc
orqanization anrl their l)rovc(l prol'L'.ssi()nitlisrn, thc prodLlct of long cxpt-ricncc in lightinr
togcthcr.rr It seants that the B)'zantirrc g()vcnlncnt uncle/ Anclrttnicus II was.justificd in
tryrng t() rL'cover (thrOueh cxtraor(linarv irlpositions on thc ficfs) thc state rcvcl.lllcs
accuntulatcd in tirc ltancls of thc provincial gcntry. rvho pr<lvcd to bc no longer trilitaril)'
clJtcicnt. B-v such lncllns thc sovcrnnrcnt \\,:rs bclievcd to have accurnulated fhrrcis

su{ficicnt to hire thc mcrcenar}/ cor}-rpanics of Alans. Kipctraks. Turks. or Catalan-
Alrnogavars.r''

As an altcrnative to thc eltrt.,tt raid. thc opportLrnitv lilr ovcrscas crrrplol'rtrent uith thc
prospect of takinc rich booty rnust havc encounigc thc tctrrtration of nrore anrl morc
mercenary boliks among thc fronticrTurcctrttarts. Once such a colnpany clinte intcl being,
it had to continuc as such. Crin cxpcricnccs in overscas Christiln coLlntrics. solnctinres
cnciing in terril-'le nrassacres. taLrght thcrn thc advantagcs of asscnrbling in still larger
groups, as a kind of conl-cdc-rltion, Lrndcr an able leacler. This cvolution lcd to the
emcrgcnce of thc bcgs, the foundcrs of thc fronticr principalities. The dctailecl account
of LJmar C-ihaz-i's activities proviclcs a clcar picturc of this proccss. The cooperation of
Turkish billiks u'ith the Catalan cornpany in -l'hracc: 

and Grccce betri,ccn 1305 and l3ll
should also hc vicwed as a rcslllt of it.:5 But the largcr the groups, ihc greatcr the
difiicultl'of finclirrs atlcquatc provi.sion.s through sinrplc pillagc rvithin a linritcd circuit of
lanr.l . 

26

:rMerccnuries wcrc Iirst rccruilcd as individuuls in Italy, thc rne rccnary collpirl), as srrch crncrging ('nly latL-

in thc 1l;irtr'cnih ccntury:sce 11. N4allctt. l'fcrcutrtric.: ttrtd thcir lvlu.stcr.t (li)tf)wa, N.J., 1974). p. 1li.
r'Iu vicu of their pcctrlinr- rtrganizittron. tltcl,cittt cvcn bc constdcred as thc proiotype of thc ncrn]:tncnt

standing anrics lrssociatcd lvitlr tltc Ottonran Portc and N{anrluks of Egypt, trvo ntilil;rr1'lr.{uslirn statc-s u,hich
cntcrqcd as a rcsl){)llsc to thr- Nlongol anrl (-nrsadc thrcats. lt is t,r bc rcrnt:rnbcred that in Francc thc first
stancling arnly \\ as ltrrnrctl lrtrrrr rcor[lrrizcd rnr'rccnlrrl cr)n]n:rnie\.

r'Angeliki I-:. Lriou. ()onsruntirtttytlc artd tlte l.zrtirr.r (Canrbridge. 1972). pp 89-91 . 117-20. lE7-88
5K. lv{. Scttrtn. (.atrrlrtn I),)ntinuti()t1 1tf',lt)t1ns.llll-l3Elt (Canrbrrdrc. Mass.. 19-13). chlpt. l; I). Jacoby.

"Catalrrns. Turcs ct Vdniticns cn Ronranic (1r0.5-l-132)." Stuli ltlcdil'rrl/, scr. 3, 1,5 (lt)17): 217-61; for
Unrttr's rnilitrry orqanization. sec II. lnalcik. "'l'he Risc of thc Turconran Maritirnc Principalitics in Anatolia.
lll zuntiurr and thc ('rusaclr's. ' (fortlrcornin!).

"'ln thc stirqc l)ri(rr to tlicir ennrllrncnt in thc lrcas' arrnics thc Turctrnran hantls trsuull\,took thcir tarlilies
along rvith tircnr on rjistunt rlitls.
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Tlie nrcrcr:narics rvcrc indispcnsable to thc govcrnnlcnts cnrplttying therrl during the

{jrst half of the lbr.rrtecnth ccntury. But thcir ever-prcsent inclination torvarci piliage, their

rcacli'css t' clange siclcs ir,hcn prcrrrisccl betterr conrlitions -all natural featurcs of the

nlcrc:clra.r i.stitriiion--ln:icic instabilitl, a prcclominant featltrc of international politics in

the R'llia's duriiiq t6is pcrioci.'I'hcrc \\'as a parailcl situation in Italy during the saitle

1tcr.i,,--,il t.,f qrcat ntcl-cct)iti-\, ttsc, 1320 tO 1380. ;\ttempts to use feudai fOrccs or nriiitia

ai:liiirsi tl,c r:rerccnarics invarlabil' cnclcci in pitihrl ilcfcat. For exarnple, a sizeable

1,rkisji nr(rccilurlr firrce 0f -5.000 rtlcn hircti b1' N{ic:hacl Palaeoloqtts to Iig1ht against thc

irranks.i'iiic l\,,iorca lirsi n,on him succcss; but whcn thcy chansccl sidcs in 1264, thc

I;i.arrk:, srtirretl thc uplrcl irand.:'' Along r^.'ith othcr lrcebootcrs, Turks wcre also ertrollcd

tlui'iri!. il,rs 1,'ct iod ill thc []yzantittc tlitvl r8

irr tirc critic.i ),cars gf lhc'furkish aclvancc in rvcstcrtt r\nattllia, tirc Bvzltntillc govern-

'rclrt'iilrsit-ncrJ 
flr:,i io 1-,iic llrc Alan rncrccrrarics,7,000 iu nunttrc'r, rvhtl werc sccking

c.rpi,.,,r,l'crtr aiicr ihc cxccutiott of'Noglry in 1299,r'tltc fanrtltts Catalan company \\'as

6rrcLl i' ll1-i. r',irhour.h plcclgrng to Irght for thc Cross or thr Isllrn. Catalan an<l 'fr-rrkish

ircrcc.riiics c:rsilv carirc 10 tcn.ns among thcnrselves about pr.rrsuit of their collllllon

iiitcrcstl;. h{ttre ii.i;rn rrrlcc tite Byzantitlc govcrnnrcnt (and later on cantacuzcnus). u'eak-

cilcrl arr,,1 lirranciaiiy s{i-appcrl ill,r.lcccntializ-ing l'orccs. tried tO satisfl'the Inerccrrarics in

iilsjr l,rrrricc b-v rlii'cctirrg ihent to pillagc in unfricndly ncighboring cot'tntries: not only

B.1g;rna anij Sii'iriil. but aistt thc Grcek lartcls lvhich were thoLrqht to bc rcbellious'

Cantacuzi:n'.rs r--Onsiricrcrl it t0 bc. cvcn for thc R)'zantinc statc itsclf, a irrivilcgc and a

piccc of loriti 1,lrir-rne to sccllt'c thc continued support of TLrrkish forces frortl Anatolia-

as lcrrg ls llit:t,rclniiintcl uitintcrcstcci in conqttc:st or scttleltlctit in thc Balkarls'r('

r\i tiiis l,.l1tc-tilrc, l'urkish groups acting as g,lnz.i raiding parties or lllcrccllary compa-

riics ilritl .jr,rricrl iogciiirr and corne uncicr thc conrmantl of powertirl leacicrs such as Utrtur

Giia;:i ci'.rli,: A.r'drn ilyn:lrrt.,anci orf:h:in and ltis son sLilcyman Paqa of tlre ottoman

lio,.1;,,-; ,i'',j 111il.rr throi.tEh th'-:sc lcaclcrs cclulci thc Byzantines hope to acquire'sizcable

il_rcrcc.ir,.)r licl frrrll Arratolia. Thcse Turkrsh Dcgs u'ere thus the rcal bcneficiaries of
..rl,cir sgi-..,i,;1"5 ;,s ilrl ui iricnCs oi'the Bvz.antincs" (to put it in the tcrllls of thc Byz.antiltc

s,.r,,il"ccs;), i iirour,ir ailiancc u,iilr thc Bt zantine s, ttic Tttrcoman bcgs ctltrld provicie

cr'plr,',,iirr-:ui :ritd t';rit)i'v foi- tfrc c-','r:r-{row'ing nutllbcr of g/la;is gathering under their flags

Ostrogorskl,, History o.l
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to raicl on an increasingly iargcr scalc in the Ralkans' Uttlur rvas not intercsted in cithcr

conq*cst or scttlcmcnion or'.rscas lancls H.rvevcr' Siilcyr.an Pa5. firuncl conciitions

favorable forsuch policics, ancl in 13-52 hc ilcclarcd his cpoch-tilakirrg clccision to changc

clircction b1'occupy'ing T'21'rnpg' a briclgchcad on thc E'uropcati sidc of thc Darclanclles'

Urtiv-er'sit'; ttf Chicago' Chicrtgo' Illirtois
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