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THE RE-BUILDING OF ISTANBUL BY ST]LTAN MEHMEI)
rrrE C0NQUEROR

by
Ha,lil lnalcrk

"It was Sultan Mehmed that made fstanbul"
Negri

Before the Conquest, Istanbul was but a dead city. Mehmed the
Conqueror strove with great energ'y to ma.ke it again into the political
and economic eentre of an empire; to this end he took measllres for the
speedy repeopling of the City, as well as for its reconstmction.

A. M. Schneiderl, on the strength of testimonies from a number of
sources, shows how Istanbul, after its occupation by t}le Latins in 1204,
entered on a long period of decadence, in the course of which it became
ruralized, vineyards and fields coming to spread over rmst areas within
the eity walls. fire population of the city was estimated at a maximum
of 50.000 before its capture by the Ottomans. Scholarios, who was mad.e

Fatriarch in 1454, describes it then as a "cit5r of ruins in great part
deserted., stricken with poverty".

Ih 1453 Mehmed the Conqueror did not wish his future capital to
fall into his hands a ruined city. When the decision was made for the
final general onslaught, he dispatched an emissary to the frnperor,
proposing that he should surrender the city to save it from pillage, and
promising him the despotate of Morea. After the conquest, he sum-
moned to his presence Lukas Notaras, the most influential man next to
the Emperor, and asked him angrilv 'why he had not persuaded the
Emperor to surrender the City, which thus would have been spared

(ll Die Beudlkerwtg Konstantinopels, Nachrlchten der Akademle der mssen-
schaften in Giittingen, Phil. -Hist. Klasse, 1949.
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much damage and destnrction, and the loss of so many lives:. Notaras
replied that they had intended to surrender the City, but that neither
the Emperor nor himself had t,he power to do so, as the Latias who
participated in the defence had firmly opposed such a step'. As a result the
Conqueror had proclaimed to the army his decision for a general attack
and sacking. According to Islamic law this was inevitable. This provide6
that the enemy that rejects the proposal for surrender and puts up re-
sistence should be taken prisoner, and his properties became the legitimate
booty of the Muslim fighters. The Conqueror, while allowing looting,
explicitly imposed the condition that no buitding should be destroyed. No
sooner had the three days of sacking expired than he took up with the
utmost energy the question of the protection and restoration of the City.
The contemporary historian Kritovoulos, who lived at the Conqueror's
court, informs us that, after the Conquest, ,'First of all he planned to
repopulate it, not merely as it form,erly was, but more completely, if
possible."

Provious to the Conquest, part of the population had left the City
and fled, the rest being taken prisoner by the army; the fortress having
been captured by force, "the city had become empty and deserted". The
Conqueror ordered a great number of the Greeks to be freed on condi-
tion that they paid out their ransom to their masters4. To enable them
to earn their ransom money he arranged for their employment as
workers in t.Le extensive constructions he had ordered. He frequenily
went out to tour the CitR distributing money to the poor in an attempt
to win the hearts of the peopleo. Also he announeed that, if those who
had fled from the city came back within a given delay, their properties
would be restored to them; and in his eagerness to attract the population,

(2) Phrantzes, p. 291.
(3) I{. Inslcd<, Fatih Deuri, f, Aakara 1gb4, p. 191. N. Jorga (Geschichte d,es

oatnankcltm B,eiches, [, p. 2z). rn pointing out that the r,atins played tie
greater part ln f,sfsnd'lng lstanbul agalnst the Turks he stresses a simple
trut}. Of the defeuce foree, the total strength of whlclr was about nine thousaad
men, the well egulpped part of it were f.tatians, and a Genoese cond,ottiet e
Glustlnlqni-Longo had been appointed tbeir commander-tn-chief. fire Emperor
had lost all lnfluence arrd authority. During the siege, most of ,t1.e Greeks
refused to work on ttre clty walls "a^s long as they dld not receive money,' (2.
Dolfin, Ch. >O(, XXV). ft is easy to guess why the Italians fought so flercely
in defence of the City: In case the T\rrks took Istanbu,l, the Italians were faced
with the danger of losing atl their colonies on the Aegean and the Black Sea.
In the last days of the siege, the fleet moving from Venice had reached Euboea
(Meltmed II, tsl. Ane,, fasc. ?5, p. 511).

(4) Ch. Rigge Transl. Prlnceton 1954, p.83, cf, Negr:!, ed. X'. Taeschner, Lelpzlg
1951 p. 181.

(5) Kr{tovoulos, p. 93-94.
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he went so far es to contemplate giving a post to the megadux Lukas
Notaras, who was known as an opponent of the Italians. Ifowever,
"some people", by insisting on the dangers zuch a step would involve,
succeeded in dissuading the Sultan from carrying it out6. Aecording
to a letter dated August 16, 1453, the Conqueror had people trznsferred
from Selymbria (Siliwi) and Galata to Istanbul, and settled there?.

During tJre whole of his reign the Conqueror's preoccupation was
to make Istanbul a true metropolis of his empire.

In June 1453, before leaving Istanbul, he appointed Silleyman Bey
the first governor (subaEr) and Iihzr Begs first judge (kadr), and
entrusted tlrem with the resettlement of the City and the restoration
of the fortresses as their chief duties. Similarly he ordered a powerful
stronghold to be built on the site of Yedikulee. At the same time in
the centre of the City (in the present University grounds) he ordered
a palace to be built for himself. After that, he announced to the vizirs,
the beys and the kaprkuhr's that henceforth "rny.throne is trstanbul"lo.

We see him busy sending orders for people to be brought at once
from Anatolia and Rumelia for the resettlement of the City. According
to Dukas'l, he asked. for 5 000 families to be sent first. A letter

(6) Kritovoulos, 83, First the Conqueror showed respect to Notaras and favoured
him. But when he noticed that Notaras and the Byzantine noblemen, who
surrounded him, started to behave as though nothlng were changed, he became
susplcious. The Conqueror was ,told that when he returned to Edirne wtth hts
army, Lt was by no means unlikely that these would attempt to cooperate with
the Italians (Cf. Kritovoulos, p. 83; Chalcocondyles, Hist. de la dEcadence cle

l'empire gTec, trans. by the Vigendre, Rouen 1670, p. 175). A fanatlcal
contemporary historian such as Phrantzes tries to show the relations between
the Conqueror and Notaras in an ugly llght. See A. E. Bakalopoulos, Die Frage
der Glaubwiiriligkeit iler "Leichenred,e auf L. Notdras", Byzantinlsche
Zettschrlft, Band 52 (1959) p. 13-21.

(?) N. Iorga, JVofes et Eutraits pour seruir d, l'histoire des Croisades, vol. IV
(Bucharest, 1915) s. 67: "vier Tawsent wirt ndmmen sy aueh dar elr und
haben sy darein geseczt" (a contemporary Gerrnan source).

(8) Hrzrr Beg, one of the foremost scholars of the @nqueror's epoch, was born irr
Stvrlhisar, studied under Molla Yeg&q and taught at Sivrlhlsar 8.nd at the
Sultan Medresesi in Bursa. Many of the rnost distinguished scholars of the
relgn of the Conqueror were hls pupils (Kestelll, All Arabl, Hoca-z0.de, I{ayall
should be mentloned). Ilrzu Beg who with his vast encyclopedlc knowledge,
had attracted tJre Conqueror's notice was nicknamed ttim Oagara!6 (ga-
kAryk-i Ndmdnigge, Mecdi transl. lstanbul 1269 H., pp. 111-114). He d.ied in
1459 while a kadi.

(9) Kr{tovoulos, pp. 85, 93.

(10) Tursun Beg, Tarlh-t Abu'l Feth' TOEM publ., p, 59. (Tursuu Beg ls a'contem-
porary of the Conqueror).

(11) Dukas, Ibld., p. 313.
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published by Iorgalr informs us that he ordered 4 000 families to be
exiled from Anatolia and again 4000 from Rumelia. These might be
Christians, Moslems and Jews. He also &nnounced that vacant houses
would. be distributed to the setflers free of charge. After adopting
these measures, the Conqueror left Istanbul to return to his palace at
Edirne (June 21, 7453).

In the fall of t-he same year he returned to Istanbul. His firsr and
foremost preoccupation was the resettlement and rebuilding of fstan-
bul. But the resettlement suffered delays, as the well-to-do, whom the
Conqueror bspecially wished to attract, were unwilling to leave their
homesl3. On January 6, 14&t the Conqueror appointed Scholarios, who
was known to oppose tJre r.,atins, patriarch of Istanbul. One of his
purposes in this was to attract back to fstanbul the Greeks who had
fled the City. fitercupon he passed to Bursa and stayed there for 3b
days, adopting severe measures and changing many of the governorsl..
He ordered a number of rich and of poor people to be seleeted and sent
by force (the procedure was styled siirgiin, deportation). Recorcls are
extant in the Register of the Judge of Bursa concerning the deportees
from that city. fn this way it appears that in the years of. L454 and 1455
considerable numbers were brought to and settled in Istanbul.

Later on the Conqueror sent to Istanbul as exiles some of the
wealthy, the craftsmen and the merchants of the cities he conquered in
the eourse of his campaigns, and in order to secure the food supply for
Istanbul, he settled the farmers €unong the war prisoners in the sur-
rounding open country and the villages, as hAs-kul (sultan's serfs).

The first settlement in the neighbourhood of IsFanbul was caruiei
out in 7,4il., after the Serbian campaign. At the end of the summer of 7454
four thousand families from among the Serbian prisoners were settled
in the villages surrouading IstanbuFs. In the folloving Serbian camp-
aigns (1455, 7456, 1458, 1459) the Conqueror deported to rstanbul a
considerable number of the Serbian prisoners. Similarly a part of the popu-
lation eaptured during the Morean campaigns of 1458 and 1460, and the
prisoners sent form the islands of Zante, Cephalonia and Santa Mavra
utere settled in the countryside surrounding Istanbul. Ttrese h6,s-kul's,
were to deliver half of their production to the Palace. The number of the
so ealled hf,s villages founded by the Conqueror round about fstanbul

(121 Notes et Eatrai,fu, fV, p. 6?. Cf. Kritovoulos, 93.
(13)Neerl, 181; Tursun Beg p. 60, ASrk Pagaz. p. t42.
(1a) Krttovoulos p. 95. r
(15) Dukas, Turldsh tra.nslatlon by V. Mirmlrotlu, fst. 19b6, p. 196.
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has been calculated at about one hundred'6' (Barkan, the Laws, LXII). "IIe
did this because... he wanted to provide for the needs of the City"'ou.

Within Istanbul itself christians from the following places were
settled: Old and New Phocea (1460); Argos (1463) ; Amasra 11459) ;

Trebizond (1460) ; Morea (4000 souls in 1458); the islands of Tasos and
Samothrake (1459-60) ; Lesbos (1462): Euboea (1473); Kefe and
Mangup (1475). During the Anatolian campaigns "deportees" were also
selected from among the moslem and christian populations. Especially
betWden the years 1468 and, t47\ considerable numbers of moslems and
christians from Konya, Larenda, Aksaray and Erefli were transferred
to Istanbut (ASrk Paga and Negri record that the people from Aksaray
who were exiled to Istanbul in l4TA formed there the guarter of Aksa-
ray). Bvery group, on arrival, used to be settled in a different quarter and
in most cases gave to this guarter tJne name of their old home cityl?.
In order to promote the development of the City the Conqueror saw to
it that the people to be settled in Istanbul were wealthy, expert craftsmen
or belonged to the aristocracyls. tr'rom Cafta (Kefe) all the Italian families
were transfered to fstanbul along with their serfs and settled in the
quarter called Kefelile.

The Conqueror who returned. to Istanbul from the 1455 Serbian
campaign in the autumn of that year, saw with satisfaction that the
palace and the fortress of Yeilikule had been completed and that the
city lvalls were being repaired. He gave instructions for further con-
structions. He ordered the bridges spanning the Kiigiik Qekmece and the
Biiyiik Qekmece (Athyras and Rhegion), as well as the other roads
leading up to the City, to be thoroughly repaired. Pavements were to
be constructed along the weaker sections of these roads.

That winter, important decisions were made regarding the recon-
struction of the City. The Conqueror ordered a vast marhet to be built
near the new Palace that had been erected at the centre of the City. This
was going to be the famous Kapah Qargr (Covered bazaar) of fstanbul,
the B'iiytik Bedostan, or Bre,zziziisltdm as it rvas styled in the days of the
Conqueror. Kritovouloslca d.escribes the Kapah Qa"pt as eompletely
surrounded by huge walls and covered with tiles. There is no doubt
that this building was completed before 1464. A Bedestan is a building,

(16a) Kritovoulos, p. 119.
(16b) O. L. Barkan, Kanunlar, LXII.
(17) See A. M. Sehneider, Ibid, p. 41'43.
(18) Negr{, p. 203.
(19) A. M. Angiolello, (Ilist. Turch,escol records that these "soon bullt remarkable

houses and churches", thus creating beautiful quarters.
(19a) p. 104.
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more especially destined to the storing and sale of valuable goods such as
cloths, furs, jewelry. It is the meeting place of the great merchants.
According to the Conqueror's foundation-deed, his grand Bedestan con-
tained 128 shops complete with stores, and round about it there were 8g4
shops occupied by various traders and artisans, and constituted altogether
the covered ba^zaar. Ttre Grand Boilestan, subsequently enlarged with
several additions, has stood, up to the present, as one of the most important
trading eentres of Istanbul. Ttre Conqueror arranged that the rent-income
from this Bedesta^n should flow into the fund out of which the keeping'
in repair and the services of the Saint-Sophia Mosque should. be defrayed.

In addition to the Bedestan the Conqueror, within the same year,
ordered some public baths to be built, and for the purpose of abunclantly
supplying the City with water, directed the old canals and aqueduets that
had suffered damage to be repaired.

Ttre Conqueror's deed of foundation contains these lines: "To found
a city is a noble deed; it is to ceuse the heart of the peonle to rejoice."

Kritovoulos tells us that the Conqueror spent the year L457 building,
baths, caravarlserais, markets all over the City. fire canals and aqueducts
having been duly repaired, the Palace, the baths and the quarters of
the City were abundantly supplied with water. At a point of the aqueduct
near the present Fetih quarter a fountain with forty faucets was
constrrrcted2o.

Ttre year 1460 was marked by special measures all dealing with the
population problem. Firmans were despatched to both Rumelia and
Anatolia ordering the former inhabitants of Istanbul who, before or
after the conquest, had left the City, to come back and settle there again.
According to Kritovoulos2l, there were in Edirne, lllibe, Gelibolu, Bur-
sa and other Ottoman cities numerous Greek learneflmen and artisans
who had left Istanbul to settle in those plaees, where they had prospered
and become wealthv. All of them were ordered baek to Istanbul, where
they were to be supplied with houses or plots of land. At the same date
he forced the population of Yeni and Eski FoSa (New and Old Phocea),
which had developed into an active trading centre, to come and settle
in Istanbul.

About the year 1454, fsaac Safrati, in a circular letter addressed
to the Jews in Germany and Hungary, urged his co-religionists to come
into the Ottoman Empire, where conditions, he said, were very favour-
able. The message caused a number of Jews from Germany and Italy
to immigrate. Ttre 1478 census reveals the presence in fstanbul of. 7647
Jewish flamilies.

(20) Tursun Beg, p.

(21) p. 118.
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Kritovouloszz, who lived in the Conqueror's palace, tells us how
closely the Sultan was interested in the construction of mosques and
palaces, personally inspecting them and issuing instructions. Finally tle
New Palace was completed in 1464. ft covered a vast &rea previously
planted with olive trees bordering on the Golden Horn and the Marmara
Sea, which was subsequently called Saray Burnu. Kritovoulos2s and
Tursun Elreg:l have supplied us a description of the palace. Both authors
mention admiringly the beautiful gardens, fountains and secluded places
which eovered the slopes round, about tle palaee down to the sea.

Yeni Saray (the New Palace), which later on received the name of
Topkapr Sarayr, was to serve the Oftom&n mlers as their residence for
four centuries. Nowadays it stands as one of the richest and most
valuable museums in the world. Within the Conqueror's lifetime, in 1473,

a unique piece of art the Q,initi Kiiqk was built in the garden, and in L478

the whole palace area was surrounded by high walls. In 1459 the
Conqueror built a mausoleum with a mosque, a medrese and an imff,ret
in the immediate neighbourhood of fstanbul, on the supposed spot where
Eba EYyub Ensdri, a companion of the Prophet Mohammed, had fallen,
and immigrants from Bursa were settled there.

The assertion that the Ottoman State had no idea of public service2i

is not true. In our forthcoming discussion we shall see that the duty
to "cause the subjects to lead a prosperous life" was counted as one of
the main duties of the State. Many of the public seruices such as the
building of roads, schools, hospitals, for which nowadays the State or
the municipalities are responsible, used to be earried out through the
institution of the Pious Foundations. The Ottoman State is, among the
Moslem States, the one that has given this institution the widest develop-
ment in the direction of publie service. The Ottoman State not only
pioneered the foundation of a great number of such institutions, but also,

subjecting them to strict State control, endeavoured to make them
better meet the public reguirements and make them serve the purposes

of the State. About 1528 the Pious Foundations spent 72 % of the general
pubtic revenue in the Ottoman Empire. To take the example of Anatolia,
the pious foundations existing there totaled 13,5 million akge, which
served, to defray 45 imfi,retr 342large mosques, 1055 small mosques, 110

(22) p. 149.
(231 p. 207.-
(2a) p. 65.
(2b) Lybyer, The government of the Ottoman emplre tn the time of Sulelman the

Magnlftcent, N. Y. 1913, P. 14?.
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colleges, 626 large and smalr zaviye,s, lb4 primary schools, 7b \arge
ha,ns and caravanserais, 238 public baths, etc2,r.

Considering the reconstruction and embellishment of Istanbul as
one of the foremost duties devolving on the Elnpire, the Conqueror
convened' in 1459 a conference of prominent personalities and asked them
to ereate centres in various points of the City. According to Kritovoulos2?
he himself ordered at that date the building of the New palaee and a
great mosque. (we know that the mosque was begun in 1463). rt was
first Mahmud Paga followed by the other vizirs ancl outstanding persons,
that founded in several sections of the City mosgues, colleges, imf,,rets
and public baths, creating round about them trading places in order to
provide for the expenses of these public buildings by way of pious
foundations. These compounds became the growing nuclei of the new
Istanbul. Round these nuclei the population gathered, and so recon-
struction progressed. The principal quarters of moclern fstanbul still bear
the names of the prominent personalities of the Conqueror's reign: I\{ah-
mud Pa$a, Gedik Ahmed Paga, Murad paga, D,avud paga, etc.

Before it was tried on fstanbul, this system had been applied to the
development of Bursa and Edirne, both cities having grown out of the
complexes resulting from pious foundations by statesmen or influential
and wealthy persons motirrrated by the public service and charitable ends.
Orhan Gazi, the seeond OttomEn nrler, had erected at the foot of the
stronghold of Bursa a mosque, an imOret and a bedo,stan. Later oD,
round about this nucleus, new and larger bedestans came into existence,
so that, up to now, this part of the city has continued as the most active
trading centre of Bursa. The same proeess may be observed in fstanbul
(in this connection the part played by the zihrlyes, convents in the
countryside which can be considered as a small scale model of tfte vast
religious complexes, in the formation of the villages must be pointed
out).

Let us take for example the complex of the Fdtih (the Conqueror's)
Mosque. This complex comprised the following main structures surround-
ing the Mosque: The Semdniye medresesi (ciivinitv colleges), the ttAr-iit-
ta'lim (primarv school), the df,,r-tig-gitA, (hospital), the imdret (hostel).
The inception of the mosque goes back to the spring of 1468, and it was
completed as earlv as the end of 147A (fhe Conqueror had built before
this the mosque of $eyh Yef6"-z6de and the Rumeli-hisarr mosque).

rn order to provide for the permanent upkeep and support of the
niue mosqtles of Istanbul (the Ayasofya being included in the number)

(26) O. L. Barkan, in lktisat- Fakiiltesl Mecmuast, vol. XV, p. 26g-77.
(27) p. 140:
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and of the charitable establishments attached to them, the Conqueror
devoted to this purpose the income of 35 villages outside the City. In
addition, these institutions were endowed with several of the markets of
Istanbul (Biiyiik Bedestan, Sultan Pal.art, Beylik Pazan, Mahmud Paga
Passvl, Saraglar Qargrsr, Dikili Tag Pazarr and many another large and
small market), four he.ns. 14 public baths, 54 mills and hundreds of
shops and buildings scattered all over the City.

The hospital (dAr-ii5-Slffi) forming part of the F atih Complex
employed two learned and experieneed doctors, one expert ophthal-
mologist (kehh0l), one surgeon and one dispensing chemist. The medicine
storehouse eould not be opened exeept in the presence of a doctor and
the storekeeper, and the medicines were used only for the patients in
the hospital. A director (emfu) and his substitute administered the
hospital. T\ro hospital cooks used to prepare the food under the super-
vision and according to the instructions of the doetor. The hospital porter
was instructed not to let in anybody to see the patients. Ttrat the patients
must receive kind treatment was explicitly stated in tlre foundation
eharter. The salaries of the doctors and of all the officials, the expenses

for medieine and food were paid out from the foundation income.

The moslem patients in Istanbul, if too poor to afford to call a

doctor or buy medieine, were eligible for admission.

After the Conquest, the Conqueror had ordered eight divinity
colleges to be opened in eight different mosgues. The most important of
all was that of Ayasofya. When the Congueror had built the Eyiip Sul-

tan Mosque, there too he had a small college established (1458). But
the great educational instihrtions, called Semdniye Medreseleri, he had

erected round about his own mosgue (1470). These eomprised a primary
school (dar-iit-tatlirn), a high school (Tetimme mpftes€si) and eight
colleges in the full sense of tle term for .the teaching of the religious
scienees. Beside the College there is also a building for the library. fire
Conqueror himself donated books for it.

In the medreses were taught not only theology and religious seiences,

but also the sciences of nature, astronomy and mathematics. Any moslem

showing talent was eligible for admission with the status of a student.
All the expenses of the students were paid out of the foundation income.

The institution was run by an autonomous special organisation
seeing to the collection of the revenues accruing from the foundations,

and the proper use of these sums in paying the sularies of the officials,
repairing the buildings, and supervising all activities to ensure that these
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were taking their regular course. fire persons employed in this organisation
also drelv their salaries from the Institution. In addition, the teachers an.J
other prominent employees met annually to examine whether the activities
cEnied on conformed or not to the intentions expressed in the foundation
deed, all activities being jointly overhauled and discussed, and. sanctions
being meted out to the employees found guilty. firese sanetions consisted,
according to the gravity of the guilt, in a wamirg, a censure or d.ismis-
sal. Tbus this complex of establishments formed an ad.ministratively
and financially independent institution, and was safe from all interference
from the outside. The "supervisor" who checked the proper fonctioning
of the Foundation was no other ttran the Pad.ishah himself.

The economic part played by these establishments in the life of the
city is equally significant. Ttre caravanserais and shops constructed round
about them for t,Le purpose of providing an income for the foundation,
used to result in the formation of important trading centres. The
Conqueror had caused a vast market composed of 286 shops to be
constructed round his mosque, a market which, subsequently assumed,
the name of Sultan Par,zrr.

Before fstanbul's conquest by the Ottoman Turks, eontemporary
writers (e.9. Clavijo) pointed out the ruinous state of Ayasofya. Ttre
very first act of the Congueror was to have tle famous temple restored.
To its repair and to the salaries of those employed in it he alloeated exten-
sive pious foundations. fn Istanbul proper, Galata and Uskiidar (Skuta.ri)
there were 2350 shops, 4 catavanserais, 51 baths, 987 houses, gz

bozahane and,22 aghine (a kind of restaurant) all allocated to Ayasof-
v&, the total annual income from which amounted to 778 42L akge
(about 13 000 Venitian ducats) (Information derived from the wakf
Register of Ayasofya for 1490, Prime minister's Archives, Istanbul).

tr''ollowing in the footsteps of the Sultan, the vizirs and notables
created by way of pious foundations establishments in seetion after
section of the City, and these in turn developed into new districts,
contributing to a rapid extension and repopulation of the City. firese
establishments generally included, as in the case of the Mahmud pa,ga

F'oundations, a mosque, a medrese and an imA,net, to which were adced
caravanserais and shops. The Mahmud Pasa Baz.aar, composed of 260
shops, had expanded into one of the liveliest trading centres of the
whole City. Ttre Mahmud Paga Complex was com,pleted in 1462.

Thus fstanbul, in the Congueror's very lifetime, became covered
with palaces, hostels, caravanserais, bazaars, hans, baths, colleges and
assumed the aspect of a flourishing, active Turkish city.

THE RE.BUILDING OF' ISTANBUIJ BY SULTAN MEHMED

According to a census carried out by Kadr Muhyiddin in t47B
(Arrchives of the Palace of Topkapr, No z D 9524) the population of the
City at that date ineluded the following elements:

fstanbul Galata
(number of famites) (number of families)

15

Moslems
Christians (Ofthodox)
Jews
Kefeli
Karamanh
Armenians
Franks
Gipsies

8951
3151
1647

267
384
372

131

535
UY

62
332

14903 752t

The same census informs us that in 1478 fstanbul had 3067 shops
and Galata 260.

A. M. Schneider, who has partly used this document, estimated the
population at 60 or 70 000. There is however a point to be considered:
The military class, enjoying immunity from tax, was generally left out
of such suryeys. However this may be, the fact remains that at the time
of the census, that is twenty five years after the Conguest, the City's
population was double that of the time before the Conquest, and that
there was a m,oslem majority2E.

O. 1,. Barkan estimates the population of fstanbul at 4 or 500 000
towards 1530; and F. Braudel at about ?00000 at the end of the 16th
centur5fe.

It is difficult to believe tlat the population of the City should have
increased four or fivefold wit}rin half a century. On the other hand, there
are numerous proofs to show that the population, especially in the reign
of Siileyman I (152C1566), was rapidly increasing. Anyhow, the Ottomans
succeeded, a century after the Conquest, in making Istanbul into a capital
worthy in every respect of the universal empire they had founded.

(28) Iorga, Byzance oprds Bgzonce, p. 52.

(29) In Tilrklyat Mecmuasr, vol. X, p. 21.
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