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Instcl.l of suurrn:tlizing the l-ri.sroricai flcts of gcr-rcral ch.rrlctc'r u,l-ricl-t

lrt'c knor,i,t-r trr the irLtdiclrcc) I worrl.l rathcr like to colrcentrirtc ()n il.

very iurportirtrt 1-,roblenr in the histt,r'y,,f Cy1-trrrs, thrrt is, thc,-lcnrr,-

gral-thic stfucture t,f rhc isiar-r.l'.s po1-r11111gi1,1-r. Clrcck Cypriots clainr

rhat Tutks cot-rstitt-ttc u Ininority rrn thc islantl ur-rtl thirt rhcy hlvc ro
bc sr-rbject fo tl-ic strrtc of Cyprtrs-tl'ris is the nrlin pretcntior-r foclly.

S.,, I bclievc it is timc to.li.scu.s.s tlri.s 1-roplllatior-r stfuctLrre prt>ltlen-r

on thc isian.l, irn.l its hist()ry.

My '.lelr ct'lleirgr-rc, Prof Talat Flalnritr-r, vcry appropritrtely sairl
"t'.ittnl" fil'C)1,1-'1'115. It is ft'ttc: tl-rc islapel lrii,s lrecrr lt yirf:llr firr thrcc
hurt.'lrc.l yclrs f,,r rl-rc Ttrrks. Thcy crlurc l-rcrc tl'rrcc hurr.lrccl ycrlrs ag()

trt,nr Attittolil. Thcy scttlcrl, tillc.l this soil, thcy r.r'orkc,,l har,.l as agri-

cLtltttrcrs, tnttlcsurct-t, lrt-irl craftslttclt. Thcf itrc t)ot a nrinorif l' lr.s thc
(lrcck (iyP1i1vg5 cluinr, thcl' are cifizcns of thc conrmunify on thc
islirtrtl. Wc.lo lt()t itc.cpt rltc cliiip-r thlt they h,tyc l',ce1 lr pritteritl,.

Thcy lirLvc l,cen thc nustcrs t,f this llli,.l: thcy tillcrl rhi.r lan.l, tl'rc1,

rl|-rl-r1'11111- j i1c.l thi.s lar-rJ.

Aftcr this ir-rtrorlr.rction, I.uvoul.l like to tliscr-rss, in your |rcscllce,
s()llrc histt,ricai frrcts as fiir rrs tl're clenrographic,sfrLrcfLlrc of the islar-rtl

socs. Thc trrct rl-rat Cyprrus is atr islanti causetl cntirely ch;rracteristic
chltt-tgtts irl tltc po1-r1111111;11 pto\Icltlcltts iltr'l thc p1;pgl;rti.1 strLlctLtrc

,tf rhc islanrl.' It i.t u u,cli-kn,,wr-r fuct thlt, ir-r thc cour.sc of it.s histo-
r1', csl"rcciirlly in tinre s of .lrought rir)rl griisshoppcr- irl'lrsirrus, tirurinc
l,r-..,kc ()ut illrrl ciluscri grcat nrigrittior-rs frour tl'rc islirrrtl fo Anlrfoliir
rrtrtl S1'rirt. it rc.sLiltccl it"r .sr-r.1.lcrr, con.si.lcrrrblc chlngc.s in thc p()pu-

latiot"r rttrt{ thc ethrric strucfLlrc. [t rviis lrlso the .uvorscr-ring t,f thc cc.r-

Ilotllic ltn.l s,rcial c.l,t-ir.liti,,t-ts on thc islur-r.l lrrr.l thc pcl-nlirllelrt tlri'in-
.lling,,f cct,nollric rcstlttt'ccs lca.ling ro enrigrlitior-r tl'rat cllu.sctl li reirl

tlePolulritior-r. Hisforirtns sht,ulrl c()ltccllrriltc tl-icir ilttcltti()n ou this
flttcfLtirriot-r in rhc l-roPttlrttion srructurc of thc isllrr-r.1.

IJn.ler l-ittin, Fretrch irntl Vcne fiurr rulc, thc fiLrtlll forcc,.l [lLrour,
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" corvies," especi:rlly the obligation to work on the lirnds of rhe lorcl

two or thrce .lays ,r week, wrrs sttch it heavy blrrden on the peas2rnts

t[nt these pcLls:rnts grarlually fle.l to ueigl-rbouring colttrtrics, espe'

cirrlly to Rhorles. It is cl:rimeci that the islirnd's prtpulatior-r constalltly

.lecrezrsed nnder the Ottomtrn rule, ancl tl'rrrt this clecrease wils due to

the burclens of tl-re Otton-ran rrtle irntl to thc tleterior:rtiott of e coucruric

.:on.litions. Brrt it is 1-rossible, by a closer ex:rmit-rtrtit-,n of the situtrtion,

to rcrrch a cliff'erenr conch-tsion.

Tl-re Latir)s calne to thc islanri irs feuclai lor.ls, to exploit the

litrive populirrior-r, Greeks. lt is i-r l'ristorical f:rct tl-rat thcy irnpt>sed, trs

I triecl to empl-rnsize, two or three .1ays .rf ft;rced labour frrr the lord.

This was ar-r exploitirtive regime. The Ottornirn regime came quite clii
fcrer-rtly, lrot to expkrit the agricr,rlturers, the pea.satrrry ..rf thc islirnrJ,

lut tt> free tl-rerl frcrn tl'ris forcet-l lal.our, irnd to recoguize thern, with

the immigrernt Turks, as pe:rs:rnts uurler tl-re gLltuillltee of tl-re

Ottrlrlrrn strrte.

To retLlrn to the |)opul;1g1,rt-t situ:rtion tin.lcr t1're L)ttcimztns:

tl'iere rlre soltte estintirtes r)n thc potrrulatiou of the island ur-r.1er thc

Ottonrurrs. The Vcneti.rr-r cstir-nirtes g() Lrp to 250,t100 at the Lregin-

r-ring of thc 17th centLn-y. 
'We hlve l celrsLrs t,f thc 1'optrlation uurler

tl-re Ottonrans, firr thc ciiyc t:rx irnpose.i u1,r.ru tl"re trou-Muslit-n p()pLr-

latiorr, arrtl thi.s ccrlsLrs givcs 30,000 househoitl.s suLrject to cizJc. If
yolr r-ntrltiply thi,s l',y fotrr ls n c.,efficient, yt,u fir-r.1 a populatiou of

120,000 nor-r-Mtrslims ()n the isIancl lt a['ror-tt rire ycar 1600.

T1're Ottomrrrr tclrrir, or populariou censLls rccor.-{s, shrxv tl-rrrt

thirty or ftrrty 1'e:ir.s follt,u'ing the ct)nrlLlL-.st, rtt't it-tct'ert.sc to()k placc in

tl'rc poPr-rlrrticn ,rf rhc islanil. A c,,url-,lt'rttive cx.ttlitr:ttior-r of tl're

Ottornrrn censLls rccor,-ls l:rte it-rto this pcliocl coufirrn tl-ris estinutte.

Tlrc ltrcci()Lls J()cLrnrcnt tlirtetl I572, ju.st ()nc ),'r'ru'rftcr the contluest,

the sul'vcy, 1;f tl'rc 1-r1r1'111llrtion:urtl taxatitrtr of the islurcl, is preserverl

ro.lay in Ar-rkirril at the Ttfit Kudttstrc.r Archives. Our sttrcly is nrair-ily

base.i ()n this Ottouriit't cerlsLrs.

It is ir r.r,',-'1l-krrtxvn fact thirt Ottor-nrurs, after tl-re cor)qlrest, resort-

c.l to tl-rc mefl'ro.-l ..rf .siirgiin-deportrrtiot-r-an.1 scttling Turks from

An:rtolia to thc isiand. The n'rost inrl-rortant .liffcrer-rcc l''crweetr thc

Ottorlirn c()nrlucst lrr-r.l thc Frrrnkish invirsior-r is thar thc Frrrucs set-

tlccl on the islantl as ir smiill, military ruiing cluss, a feu.lal cln.ss,
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wirereas rhe Tr-rrks, ir-r addition ro rhe garrrison troops-abolrr 3,000-
brotrght, frotl the villages irnd cities of Anatolia, a great rlass of pco-

ple a.s proeluctive elemcnts of the poprularion on thi.s island.

The Ottorn:ur rule, applyir-rg an old procedure, transfer'ed ;,e,is-
ants irnd [o\^,n dwellers frorn Anatolian cities zrnd the countrvside.
aucl .setrlecl tl'rern on the islzrncl. The n'rain irlrrp().se of this operzrtiorr,
:ts revettlecl by the documeuts referring to it, wirs to lirrve tl-re clesert-

ccl soil of the islantl culrivatecl ploperly, t() eltsLlre a livelil'rootl fbr the
sttrirlr-ts popr-rlati.ru of cerrtrai Anatolia, irncl to rnake :r newly.cgr-r-

qr-ter...1 territory safe by settling a reliirlrle Turkish IropLrlirtion on it.r
Herc is the ptrrpose wl-ricl'r was cleclarecl in the 1577 edict reg,rrcl-

irlg the ntirttcl'acl.lresser{ to the govcrltors of centraiAni-rtoiiit. It s:iys,
"Bccause rhe it-tvirsion an.l rlilitary action cirr-rsecl s()ulc ruin on the
islanrl, the lancls of r,vhich are ar:rble and fertile, it is necessafy to
cnsLtre tl-reir cLrltir':ttion an.l the recc)nstrLrctiorr of the boror-rgl-rs ar-rc-l

vill.rgc.s on the islzrnt'I."

As u'e kttow, the Greeks of thc Mesorirr plain rook refuge on the
tnortutaitts whct-r the Ver-reti:rus ant{ tl-re Otrornirns confronterl clrch
other. Thci, .li.l not involvc'them.selvcs ir-r tl-re confrontatiol. So, tl-ii.s

pl:titr rvas left trr-rctrltivatetl, empty. Tl'rc- Ottomlrt n.lministraticln,
itrtcrestetl itr reviviug this f'ertile plain back to cr-rltivzrtion, brought :r

Trrrkish 1'ropulution fronr Anatoliir.
It wits ortlererl that all persons from Ar-rirtoliir sr.rfhring fron'r

si-rortage of lar-r.l an,.l rvho had not Lreen entere,,l ir-rfo the imperial sur-
vcy bot,ks, tltosc wh..r flcd fnrrn their vill:rges ir1,.l settie.l o;r lin.l
belor-rging to otl-icr -si,f;cl-Li.s, those agricr-rlturnl r,r,orkers-rrgrrs-w[ese
lart.l .lisp',tttcs cottl.l not be solve ,.l in courr, unel those foun.l roaming
alrt,r-tr u'ithottt w,rrk iu thc towrr.s .rr-r.l villagcs, shor-rk{ have thcir
lriu))c.s rec()ralcd ort rcgistc.r.s, :rrrcl the1,.s[1,r.,1.1 l-,] 5,1111to Cyprus a.s.st:t-

tlers.

At thc sittnc tiurc, iu tl-re boror-rghs, ,rf those ,uvhr, .levotcrrl rfienr-
sclve .s ro trll .sorfs of crafts rrn.l trrrcles, on.: hrluseh,rlcl out t.rf ren was
sr-rbject to bc frirnsfct'rccl to the islan.l. Carre l-r:r.l to be taker-r th:rt
tl.rese bc irlrlc-bo.lie.l un.l healthy pcrsons, iulr] carry all their tools
rvitl-i rhcrrt. Thcy ci'urlc with their tools. Likewise, it rv:rs ortleretl rhat
fl-ie f,truret's bc eqpllppcrl lvitl-r their owl cattlc ap.l 1-.,lt,pg[.s, rvitIeut
allyrhir)g missir-rg. Thcse siirgiirr.s -clep,oltees-\,\,erc to be scttlcr-l ir1
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srrcl'r 1,lzrces 1s the C)y1,rtrs Beylerbcyi uray sec fit.3 At thc rirtc of onc

ht,psel-rr>l.l out of ten, the nttml',er ..,f hor-ts..h,,l.ls ft, ltc s,-'trt fr..'tlr thc

Tckc Suncaflt alor-rc wrts cirlcttlatetl ro be 5720''

Tl'ris /cnn,ur rtr,tkes tl'rc ft-,llou,ing strrtcnltltts whicl-r it-rtet-rtl ttr

clrc()Llr-irge thc poptrLrtion to go iurrl settlc irr Cyprrrs' "Tltosc rvho gt,

shull bc cxellpt,l' it sirys, "fronr trrxcs fbr trito ycrtrs. All sttrts of steps

shall bc ttiketr so that rirc |-ro1'1111;1611;11 l1lily lre strfc frt'ur elletlly

iittlicks." So lr stror-rg tief'ense ilrl'ny wiis settlctl in the first years lrftcr

the cot-rtlttest-itbor.tt 3,000.

Tl-rc archivcs contain lists of thc pcr-sr)ns sellt to the islirn.l fronr

places as tlistant fr,,ur ()l1c all()ther rls the Bc1';cl-rir, S.-ydischir,

Aksel-rir, L)rgrip, Nigtlc, Akrliig, irntl Bozok bt,rr.rttgl'rs.' Ilirrkrrtr esti-

lllittes tlllrt,trc thircl trf rl'rcsc pers()lls wcllt f() L)1'Prrls t'f thcir tl*'t-t

f lt'e wi I l-giiniil Iii.

As lllt irttrrck rvrrs r'xpccterl rlt luly m()ntcnl fronr thc irllie,-l

Cll-rristilrrr f1.,ct, somc u'ell-t..r.lo pcrs()lrs tlitl nor u,ish to leavc thcir

h()lrcs i1 Anlroliir. On the tlthcr-hun.l, ?l grcllt tlrttlt[-'cr of severe

,,r,,lers..hor,r, thc crrgcrr-rcss of tl-rc Ottonriur gc)\/crlllttcllt to scttle tl-rc

isl.urcl with Anatoliirlt Ttrrks.

I rrm llcntioniltg thcse I'ristorical fitcts t.., ct,trtra.lict thc Greek

cluilrs tIat thc Trrrks on the island rtrc C]rcck c()ll\/cl-ts; this is nt't

trLlc. For exirurl-ile, r-rirrety-fi,r-tr l-rotrseh..rl.i.s frt;ttr thc Antitlyir l,oror.tgl-t

hlr.l l.eerr eirr-u1trkc,-l fi,r ,-1c1-,,,rfrrti()11 t9 (Jyprr-rs. OLrr recclrtls s[1.r1'

thirt lr t'irrnr[.,e r of' thcnr Virnisl'retl, irn.l ..,n11' seVe rrfy-fi)Lll- \ve l'c .scl'lt.

Tfterculron, thc Suitirn l',ror,rg1-rr r)ut ir ucrv c.]ict or.lcriug the rct-t-trtit-t-

ipg turenty lirnrilics to lrc hrrntc(.l .l(.,rvt-t rtt lttl)' c()st, lttltl .sctrf ttl

()1'prtr.s.'

Tl'rc g.l'cl-lllllcl)t l1'st> it-rsistctl thtrt l)o 1-r11i11-t't- t'1tl 1-tet'irle u'tlltl'-l

lre sent to Cyplr-1s. So, the govet'nnteltt \\'irs rlctermiuecl to restorc

L:c()p()r'r-ric prospcriry r-rn thc island. Thc gttvct-ltlttcl-tt) rvith its .leci

sisl1 t9 rcpopLrl:lfc C1,prr.rs, s,-t[tse,1'.tently ortlcre,.l t-ut,rc popltlittit-rtr ttr

lrc scnt from thc srrr-rclil<s of A.lanlt, Sis, antl Titrstts lirtct'tru.; \7c.tl.str

krr,,u,, t[irt, i1 I577, six y'eltrs ltftcr thc c()llclltcst, ltu ot'tlcr rvils givct-t

r() scr)rl 500 rich Jc,,vs to ()1,1-r1'p1. fron.r tl'rc city of Safetl in Palestir-re.'

Tl-ris r,l,lis expcctecl to revivc thc lrrrsiness ,tu.l conttucrci:tl lifi in the

islantl. Ilowever, this plarr to tleI-rort fl-re Jeu's of S:rfLtl r'r'it's stt[''se-

rluclttly .l ropl-'c.1.
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lrr 1575, the Vct'retiatr Srrsrc..io ir-rfirrrr- s Lls that tl're Turks unin-
tcrrrtPrcrlllr c()l1\/eycrl sctticrs from Anatolirr tO ()y1trus, Lrut thlrt utauy-,

nor lrg111g rccusr()tue.l tr., tlrc clinrirtc, fcll ill ln.-l ,-lic.l." Howcvel',
itt-iotltcr c()lttenlp()rilry s()urce, Miirtir-rcng(), stlltes thrrt in this lvlty
20,000 pcrs()11s, paftly 11()utitrls, parrly sol.liers, ()r []cirsanrs, \\rcre set-

t[ctl irt Cyltrtrs in 1575.t'' In 1599, Cottivicrrs, u-rothcr Venetian
obscrt,cr', .lcclarcs thar rhc TLrrkish Muslim lropLrlation ct,mpriscrl
6,000 urct'r-if you nrultiply this by thrce or fi;r-rr, you arrivc to the
sanlc figrrrc t;f 20,000 ,sctrler..s fronr Ar-ratolia.

Wc lcarn frout rhc (Jyprtr.s Kcrlr Rcgisters (Scrile Sicillcri) rhar
vcrl' fgrt' of tl-rc locll (lr.-ck l.,,ltrrlarion cnrbrircc.l l.slirur, brrt thrrt, on
thc othcr lt,tu,-1, s()lllc TLrrks from Anatoliu nrirrricrl loc,rl u,omcrr.
Thc g,.,r,ct-lllnrllrt tlitl r-rot Lrnc()Llr:rgc thc Christilrr-rs, thc (lrccks, u,h,.,

u'ct'c sttlrjcct ttl the ciqyc crtl-ritrttir.-rn, f() lrn-n Muslint ltnor,r,ing fhatcor-r-
\rcrts \\'oLll.l r-rof c.scitpc thc cii)c. S9, the Ottrtptal g()\,cltllter-rt tl r.l

ll()f cllC()Llrilge C()llvcrsiOr-r ttt Islirrtr."

Our sourccs rcveal tlrat tl'rc TLrrkish MLrslir-n po1-1111111i1;1r Lrr-i.lcr

rhc ()ttontiltt rulc, ge ncr.tl[y,, n,us lcss f lrlrr onc thirtl of thc Christian

1'roprtlrttiott. It'r gct-rcriil, Trrrks cor)stitLrtc.l, takir-rg all thc periotls florn
thc l(itit trr 1i1. 20rh ccr-rtLrt'), int() ct-rnsirlcrlrtion, or-rc thirtl t,f the p<,1-,-

rtllttiotr. Evct-t t-tt-tt't'tcricrtlll', t1-rcy crrrrltl not be cor-rsiclercti a nriuority.
Irr rhc sc('oll(l hirif ,rf thc lSth ccntLrr),,, a rlrurl',cr- of spggilI si1.

cunrsti'r1tLrcs, fllrticLrlarly thc pop11[1111y1] pressure, the grcaf tlxrugl-rt
rrrrtl frrtttit-tc .,[ l757 5ll, alt.l tl-rc q,isI r,f tl-ic l-rppul.iti.r'r to ,qcf rit] ,f
thc frtxcs u,hicl'r \\Icre gctting hclrvie r lilrtl hclivicr,'- cirusctl cspcciirlly
thc Llht-isrirtt't PopLtlrtfirrt) t() cl))igl'ritc ir-i grc.tt liuntl.er.s. So, in tl.ic
l,trh ccrttLrrl', Ttrrks bccatrtc the nrrrjority ol1 the islan,l. Or.n' solrrccs,
csfitttirtitrg rir 100,(-r00 thc 1-o1'r11l1rtion of rltc isllr-itl in thc firstycars of
thc lgth ttcltfLlt-\Ir sht,trl.l Lrot bc firr fr-r,m tl-rc truth. Tl'rc Otton-rirrr
(rcl)srls,,l 1,!ll lJ sivcs thc firllotvit'rg figurcs firr thc nr;.rlc p,,1',rrlirtion
,rnly' lvlrrsliurs, S(rZl chil.lrcn, 6lS0 tth-rIt.s-roftrl: lbour 15,000
r-nrrlcs. Nt,n-MLrslinrs, 29,000. So rrgrrirr, rl,c rrlrive rrt tl'ie srrr-ne fis-
itrc: ottc fhirtl of tlic |opulafiorr u,rrs stili TLrrkish in [831.

A1,1v111 thc srtt-ttc tit-nc, Tr.rrncr rr,,l.ls tlie firllorviniJ infirrnruti()n:
"()y1-rrs1., tlt,rtrgh ttottrit-rirlly' Llnrlcr fhc .ruthority of rr Bcy ir|1-rornrctl
1,\'fh.: Kalttlr-r P.tsir, is in fiict gr',r,ernc.l lry the Grcel< Archbishop unrl
his sir[rorrlit-trttc cl,-:rgy. The pe.rsrults ()t Cyprus, borh Mrrh()ulctrllls
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ald Greeks, are so insufferal',ly p-rlunderetl that their labcrtrr is barely

capable of sr-rpportir-rg rl-reir existence, and they yearly desert in gre:rt

nunbers to the coasts of Carirmauia anc{ Syria. Greek priests strip

the pr>c-l', ignorirnt, sttperstitior-rs Grcek peasant of l-ris last ptrra." Sr,

LlnLler the cqntrol of the Chr-rrch, tl-re Greek peirstrnts tl-rernselves suf-

fered.

I1 the ye:rrs 1821 ro 7826, chrrir-rg the Greek insr.trrection, the

ernigration of tl're Clreek popr-rlatiot-r from rhe islantl swelle.-1.

However, starting in 18J0, the Ottoman Stilte rook rirclicitl measures

to ir-idrtce these etligrants tc) l'ctLlrl'I: the poll-rax (citlc) was red,-lced,

[irx 2rrrears were expungec{, ancl, tl-re last brtt uot thc lcast, a civil orgir-

nizirtion w2ls cre2ltctl, entrusting rl-rc collcction of rhe tzrxcs to the

re?ryrl, tl-re Gleeks then-rselves, ztn.l sccttrit-tg rtLlt()nour1' kx rhetn.

Lircrcix, in 1841, surnnrarizes tl-re results t,f thc ccltsLls opcratctl

[.,y T.rlat Efendi as fr>llows: "Les calcr-rls pltrs exucts, etablis sLlr Llll

corrulencement rle strrtisticllres Lls i Tirlat Ef'enrli, ClottverueLlr etl

1841, pern)ettertr r{'evahterla poptrlatiotr :rctttelle cltl pzrys t\ 108,000

or-r 110,000 htrbitar-rts, ainsi cliviscs: 75 ai 76,OtlO C)recs, 32 i 33,000

T1rc.s."'' Again, or-rc tlrirtl of the populatiot-t ()n thc islancl w:rs crrlctt-

lirtctl to be Turks by tl-ris French s()tlrce.

Thc clrint thrtt the Trmzimut gil\/e ll() rcsLtlf.s is Lrnfitrr-rtie t'l' In the

periorl betu,een lB50 ar-r.l lB7B, thct'e was all irlcrcitsc of at lcirst 50tln

in the l'rol-rrtllttirrtr ,,f thc islrrtr.l.''

N11r,, I rverrl.l likc t9 make the firllowing olrservritiot-t in concltt-

sion: in thc past, thcre werc time.s lvh.'t-r thc Turks collstitLttc.l the

majority of thc l-rol'rtrlution on tire island. Ttrr-lts h:tve ttet'et Lrectt ir

nrinority ()n this isl:u-rtl. Unlike the Lirtins, Tttrks criltle l'rere to ctrlti-

yrrte rhe liu-r.l , to t-uake it rt v:ttittt, tts nty dear ctllieagr.te sai.1 , tr ilotne

for tl're Tr,rrks, alrd it will remain tl'ris r,r'ay.
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"VcrV lltiutv of fltcnr 11'ish to ftrrr-r ftr'k, irtlt l.ltillly irrc rcjeCtctl,

bccar.rsc (say thcir krr,-ls) in recciving thcm irtto thc Muslim frtith,

thcir tributc u,oultl bc t't-u.tch .linrinishcd" (llLrnkel I (r70, in

Exccrpta Cypria, 733).

17. AboLrt this qucstiol-r, wc hin,e the fi,lkrwir-rg stlltel-Ilclrt lry Cliilke
(1801)"'ln c:lses of tl-reir inir[',ility to strpply thc iurnot't.tnt, rhc

inhabitirnts fly fr,,nr thc islantl."
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ll Historical Causes of the Cyprus Problem

Salahi Sonvel

Lcr nrc 1,.-gir-r by.lcfir-ring thc Cyprus prt,bicnr bcfirre en'rl',alkitrg Lrir()n

an rrr-ialysis ,rf its historicai calrses. I belicvc that rhe C1'prus prol,leu'r

c,rlr ir.: .lefine,-l as ,r c,rnf lict hetu'cen rhe Tr-rrkish ar-r.l (lrcck Cypt'iots,

u'irh tlccp r()ots in historl', .lirectly itn'olvitrg thcir rcspectivc tlt-rther-

larr.ls, Turkey ar-rcl Clreece, un.l emtur:rtit-rg fnrm the Clreek ancl Cireck

C1'priot uspiratior-rs ,rn.l ilctions aiming at tire anuexrrtion of the islar-rt-l

to Llrccce, uftcr thc climin:rtion of thc Turkish Cypriot people, whr',

irrc (lctcrnrit-rctl t() opltose such actiotrs.r

T1-rcre urc ()thcr, sirnilar tlefir-ritior-rs. For exirt'nplc, Blitish hisrori-

:rn un.l jouri-ralisr Nancy Crirwsl-raw refers to tl're Cyprus f-rol,leu-r :rs

",r c..l-ulrlicatcLl isslle," cl,rscly rclate.l to tl-rc Greek C;'priot "strttggle

firr tlic Llni()11 ..rf Cyprr-rs u'ith (lreece (Err..tsi-)."r Atn.'r-icitt-r l-rist..rriog-

rrrl-,|1g1' Pierre C)bcrlirrg consirlers it to bc "a prt,bletn caLrserl by-an.l
only lry-Circek Cypriot nirtion:rlisur," rnanifcstir-rg itself in the "firt-t-t

.lcsilc lry thcrr-r to rrchievc Errosl-s."' Circ.:k Cypric;t r.r,ritcr Zettot-t

St.n'r'inirlcs .lcfirres tire problcllr rls "rl coml-'lcx un.l cvcr-ch:ttrgitrg cc,t-t-

flicr" bctu'een thc Turkish anrl Clrcek Cypriors.r Turkish Cypriot
jtrrist Nectrti Miinir Ertekiir-r stntes thar it is irn issue revolving aroLnrrl

u'ltat hc cirlls "t,nc central firct' the e-ristence t'f two tlistit-rct l.leoltics
rrn the islrrrr.l lvith tliffcr-cr-rt languirges, culrures, r'rirtitrniil origins ittrcl

rcligions, as u,cll as thcir nafionul irspirations, u'ith citch 1',copic lrcir-rg

c.1r-riri [() ()lrc iir-rother in t]etermir-rir-rg thc tlestinyt.,f tl-rc islirn.l,"'rvhich,
I l-r'"srrt-t-t", is not to thc liking of tl-re Greeks.

Si.,nre (jrcek u,ritcrs aclrnit tl'rat thc Cyprr-rs prol-tlcnr i.s irrtitrtatc-

l)' ctrrilrectc.l ri'irh Crcck cxplnr'i()r)isnr, inspilr'.'1 lry thc Mcg,rli l.lert

(Clrcat ldea) which has its oligin irr tl-re conrlLlest of Cor-rstuntinople
(n.,rv istar-rlrrrl), tl-rc capitill oI rl-re Byzantine Empirc, by tl're Ottonrirtr

Ttrrks in Miry 145J.

The Glcek.s havc cretrtetl a ulyth iil',or-rt Coustautine Pz'Lleologr>s,

thc last cnU)ert,r of the Byzantines who wus .'lefeat,-'J l.,y Sultan

Mehurer tl're ()or-rqlleror, wlricli .still lingels on. Accorcliug to rhis
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All Lights rcselvetl. N., 1-li1'1 ttf this I'rtri:'licrrtiorl ttlriy bc

rei-lt''-lttce '.1, 
sttlrctl itr lt re tricr''lil s','s191't'' tlr trilt-tstlriffc..l' it't

Irrry fi,ltr ()l'l'ttcillS, clCCtrrlpiC, IpcCl''ttticti[, 1-ht't,,cg1"'y'

i|rg, r'et:orrlittg or tlthcnVisc, $'ithtltlt fl-rc pritll'rvt ittct-r Irc-

rrrission of Ertstcrtt Mc.litclrtrtreittr Lltrivct'siq' Pl'ess

T[is bt,gk is st,l,,l srrbjccr 11 thc c()l]rliti()lr t[rrr it sllrtll tr9t,

by tlrc *'*y .f t*ttlc .r.t[et-*'isc' bc lcrlt, rc'st'ltl, l'rirc''l

()tlt, ()r tlthenl'ise circr.tllttctl r't"ithottt thc ltrrltli'ilrer's 1-rrior

c()ltscl-rt in rrny ft.rrnt birrtliltg or c()vel'thtirr fhut irr u,hich

it is publisherl itlt(l ,ui,itlrolrt u siltilur c()rxliti()lt inclLl.lilrg

t[is c.rrclitit. Lrcitrg itttlt.setl <,tr thc .stti'.se.1ttctrt ltrtr-

chitscr.
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