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PIRACY IN THE MEDITTERANEAN
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Korsan Kavrami ve Hukuku

Osmanl denizciliginin ilk donemlerinde Akdeniz'de yasanan korsanlig
Avrupalilarin haydutluk olarak tanimlamasi, denizlerde meydana gelen
olaylari yanlis degerlendirmekten ve Osmanli Deniz hukukunu yeterince
bilmemekten kaynaklanmaktadir. Osmanl belgelerinde korsan kelimesinin
onceleri sadece hiristiyanlar icin kullaniimasi ve miisliman denizcilere gonaillt
reis ve levend denilmesi bu yiizden anlamlidir. Levend reislerin, sadece dost
ve muttefik tlke hedefleriyle Osmanl hakimiyetindeki yerlere saldirida
bulunmalari halinde korsan ve harami olarak adlandiriimalari dikkatten
kaciriimamalidir. Korsan kelimesinin devlet izniyle savasan denizciler igin
kullaniimasi ve takdir gérmesi ise, muhtemelen 16. ytizyilin sonlarina dogru
baslamistir.

Korsanlarin hareket serbestligine sahip olduklarini distindtren pek ¢ok
ornek olmasina ragmen yine de bagli olduklari devletin hukuk kurallarina
gore davranmak mecburiyetinde olduklar bilinmektedir. Bu sebeple Bati
Duinyasinda yanlis anlasilarak birer haydut kabul edilen Osmanli korsanlari
hakkindaki imajin diizeltilmesi gerekmektedir.

Musltiman korsanlar, devletten bagimsiz olarak hareket ettikleri zaman bile
islam hukukunun sinirlari icinde kalmislardir. Clinkd islam hukukuna gére,
“dard’l-islam” olan islam tlkesi ile “dart’l-harb” olan gayr-1 muslimlerin
egemen oldugu Ulke arasinda devamli savas hali gecerlidir ve baris yapilmis
olsa bile bu durum gegici oldugundan savas hali her zaman hazir olmay:
gerektirmektedir. Bu sebeple Osmanli Devletinin gaza ve cihad icin denize

The Concept and Law of Piracy

The reason why the Europeans define the piracy in the Mediterranean in the
initial periodss of the Ottoman maritime as banditry is nothing but misjudgment
of the events that took place in the seas and lack of knowledge about the
Ottoman Maritime Law. Therefore, it is significant that the word “korsan”
(pirate) was used in the Ottoman documents only for the Christians initially,
while the Muslim sailors were called “reis” (captain) and “levend” (mariner).
It is also necessary to note that the marine captains (levend reis) are called
pirate and “harami” (bandit) only if they attack on the targets in friendly and
allied countries and the territories under the Ottoman rule. Most probably
in the late 16th century, the word pirate started to be used — and thus
appreciated — to define the mariners who fight by permission of the state.

Although there are numerous examples that lead to think that the pirates
enjoy a freedom of action, it is known that they have to act in compliance
with the legal rules of the state they serve. That's why, it is necessary to correct
the image of the Ottoman pirates who have been misunderstood by the
Western World and accepted as bandits.

Even when they acted independently of the state, the Muslim pirates stayed
within borders of the Islamic law, because, according to the Islamic law, there
is a constant state of war between the Muslim country that is “darifIHslam” (the
house of peace) and non-Muslim country that is “dartr'l-harb” (the house of
war), and even if the peace is made, the state of war requires being always
ready as the peace is temporary. That's why, it could not be expected that the
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takdir ediliyordu. Nitekim, 16. ytzyl tarihgisi Mustafa Selaniki bu korsanlari
“kuffar-1 haksar Usttine gah u bi-gah cihad u gazada olan benam korsan ve
kurnaz levend taifesi” olarak tanitmaktadir.

Daha cok Cezayir'de bulunan gontilli reisler, devlet donanmasinin denizlere
acildigi zamanlarda ona katilmakta, diger zamanlarda ise tslendikleri yerlerde
sahil muhafaza gorevi yurtitmekteydi. 16. yizyilin sonlarina dogru Akdeniz'de
hikmetmeye baslayan Garb Ocaklar korsanliginin g6z kamastirici yikselisi,
stphesiz ayni zamanda Adriyatik ve Mora kiyilarini da etkilemistir.

Bu donemde Adriyatik’in dogu sahilleri esas itibariyle Osmanli hakimiyetindeydi
ve Venedik’e verilen ahidnamelerde varilan mutabakat sonucu Adriyatik'in
korunmasi Venedik'e birakiimisti. Bu sebepten dolayi Osmanlilar, Adriyatik’e
Venedik Korfezi diyorlardi.

Korsanligin Déniim Noktasi: inebahti Savasi
inebahti Deniz Savasi (1571) Akdeniz'de biyiik
donanmalarin karsilastigi son deniz meydan
savasl gorinumundedir ve Fernand Braudel'in
tespitiyle bu tarihten sonra Musliman Tark
dunyasiyla hiristiyan diinyasi arasinda resmiyet
kazanmamis bir barisa varildigindan korsanlik
onemli bir hareketlilik gostermis ve buyuk bir
hamle gerceklestirmistir.

Bu dénemde Bati Akdeniz'de, hatta Atlas
Okyanusu’nda ve Adriyatik’in gtineyindeki
sularda Osmanli korsanlarina s gérevi goren
onemli bolgeler olusmustu. Kuzey Afrika’daki
Cezayir, Tunus ve Trablusgarb denizcileri bir
taraftan Akdeniz'de ispanya, Papalik, Malta ve
Kuzey Avrupa menseli gemilere saldirirken diger
taraftan Cezayir'den hareket ederek Fas'in Atlas
Okyanusu kiyisindaki deniz tsst olan Sela’ya
giderek ingiltere’ye kadar bélgeyi denetimleri
altina almiglard. Bu ytizden basta Cezayir olmak
Gzere bitlin Kuzey Afrika sahilleri g6z kamastirici
sekilde gelisme gostermisti. Bu yazida daha cok
Osmanli ve Venedik devletleri arasinda yasanan
bazi korsanlik olaylarina yer verilecektir.
Venedik'in Osmanli hedeflerine karsi yaptig
saldirilarin en 6nemlilerinden biri Trablusgarb
beylerbeyi Ramazan Pasa’nin oglu Cerbe beyi
Mehmed Bey'in Cezayir'den istanbul’a giderken
ugradigi saldirlydi. Ramazan Pasa’nin bir yeniceri
isyani sirasinda hayatini kaybetmesi Gzerine
hanimi ve maiyyeti ile birlikte Istanbul'a dénmeye
karar veren aileyi Mehmed Bey kendi kadirgasiyla
goturmek tzere yola ¢kmistl. Gemide yetmis
bes cariye, kirk kole, yuz elli hizmetgi, iki yuz
esir, kiymetli esya ve para bulunuyordu. Eski
Kostantine sancakbeyi Hizir Bey de gemisiyle
onlara eslik ediyordu. Gemiler, Gliney Adriyatik
aciklarinda firtinaya yakalandiklarinda Hizir
Bey'in gemisi Zanta'ya, Mehmed Bey'in gemisi
ise Kefalonva'va diismustt. Daha sonra havanin diizelmesivle birlikte Mehmed

exception of the allied and spared states such as France and Venice. Thus,
Mustafa Selaniki, the 16th century historian, introduces these pirates as “the
company of famous pirates and crafty mariners who fight the heathen at all
sorts of time”.

The volunteer captains, based mostly in Algeria, were joining the state navy
when it has set out to sea, and in the other times, guarding the coasts of the
regions where they were based. The dazzling rise of “Garb Ocaklar” (\Western
Corps) piracy that started to dominate the Mediterranean towards the end
of the 16th century has undoubtedly affected the Adriatic and Mora coasts
as well.

In this period, the eastern coasts of Adriatic were essentially under the Ottoman
rule and the protection of Adriatic was left to Venice in consequence of the
treaties signed with this country. Therefore, the
Ottomans called Adriatic the Venetian Gulf.

Turning Point of Piracy: Inebahti War The Inebahti
Sea War (1571) looks like the last sea battle in
which the great navies confronted with each
other in the Mediterranean, and since an unofficial
peace was concluded, according to Fernand
Braudel, between the Muslim Turkish world and
the Christian world after that date, the piracy
has shown a considerable activity and made a
great leap forward.

In this period emerge important regions that
have functioned as bases for the Ottoman pirates
in the West Mediterranean, even in the Atlantic
Ocean, and the waters south of Adriatic. The
sailors of Algeria, Tunisia, and the Western Tripoli
in the North Africa were attacking the ships
carrying the flags of Spain, the Holy See, Malta,
and the Northern Europe in the Medliterranean
on the one hand, and controlling the region up
to Britain from Seld, a sea base on the Atlantic
coast of Morocco, to where they came from
Algeria. Therefore, the entire North African
coastline, notably Algeria, has developed brilliantly.
This article includes mostly the piracy incidents
between the Ottoman state and Venice.

One of the most important attacks of Venice to
Ottoman targets was the attack suffered by
Jarbah ruler Mehmed Bey, the son of the Western
Tripoli governor Ramazan Pasha, on the way
from Algeria to Istanbul. Upon the death of
Ramazan Pasha during a janissary revolt,
Mehmed Bey who decided to return to Istanbul
together with his wife and subordinates set
out by carrying the family in his own galley. There
were seventy-five concubines, forty slaves, hundred
servants, two hundred captives, valuable articles
and money onboard. The former Kostantine
Sanjak Governor Hizir Bey was accompanving them in his own
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olaydi.

Hadise Istanbul’da duyulunca biiyiik bir infial uyandirdi ve iki tilke arasindaki
iliskiler derhal bozulma safhasina girdi. Hatta Venedik'in istanbul baylosu
neredeyse tutuklanip Yedikule zindanina kapatilacakti. Sultan Ill. Murad
Venedik Doju’na bir mektup gondererek suclularin derhal cezalandirilmasini
ve ellerindeki esirleri ve mallari istanbul’a géndermelerini istedi.

Padisahin bu mektubu Gzerine Venedik senatosu stratle bir karar alarak
Osmanlilar nezdindeki infiali yatistirmak maksadiyla olayin musebbibi gortlen
Gabriele Emo’yu St. Marko meydaninda idam ettirdi, esirler ve el konulan
esyalari da Preveze limanina gondererek Osmanli makamina teslim etti.

Buna karsilik Osmanh korsanlarinin da Venedik hedeflerine saldiri
duzenledikleri oluyordu. Adriyatik kiyisindaki bazi Osmanli kalelerini s
edinen korsanlar, Venedik ticaret gemilerine
saldiryorlardi. Bunlar arasinda Nova kalesi 6nemliydi
ve 1590’da Nova'dan bir kalyata ile denize agilan
bazi korsanlar, Korfu bogazina kadar giderek
Venedik tlccarina baskin duzenlemislerdi.

Uskoklar

Uskoklar, 16. ytizyilin baglarindan itibaren Adriyatik'te
gortlen 6nemli bir korsan grubuydu ve Osmanli
tiiccarlarinin denizlerdeki korkulu rilyasiydi. Uskoklar,
16. yuzyll boyunca Adriyatik'te ve karada Seng
bélgesinde Avusturya imparatorlugunun hizmetinde
Turklere karsi baskinlar yaparak hiristiyanlarin
koruyuculugu gorevini Ustlenmis bir korsanlar
toplulugu idi. Osmanli arsiv belgelerinde uskoklar
icin “harbi kafir, hirsiz ve eskiya” tabirleri kullanilirkan
Usleri olan Seng icin de “harbi kal'a” veya “dart’l-
harb kal‘asi” ifadeleri kullaniliyordu. Bunlarin bir
benzeri olan Kazaklar ise, Karadeniz'de faaliyet gosteriyordu ve saldirilarini
istanbul'a kadar gétirmslerdi.

Adriyatik‘teki Osmanli tliccarlari, Venedik’e giderken Osmanli sahillerinden
Venedik gemilerine biniyorlardi. Ne var ki bu yolculuk sirasinda Venedik
kapudanlarinin Uskoklara g6z yummasi veya yardim etmesi sebebiyle tticcar
gemileri saldirlya ugruyordu. Mesela Ankarali sof tticcar Seyyid Abdi'nin
basindan gegenler istanbul-Venedik arasinda yapilan ticaretin gecirdigi
asamalari gostermesi bakimindan dikkat gekicidir. Seyyid Abdi, 1586 senesi
baslarinda Ankara’dan yetmis alti denk sof alip Istanbul'a getirmis ve
gumriguniu 6dedikten ve baylosa da her yuk icin 160 akge verdikten sonra
malini iki adamiyla Venedik’e yollamisti. Tticcarlar Mostar yakinlarindaki
Gabele iskelesine geldiklerinde yuklerini Venedik'li bir sof tliccarinin gemisine
koyup yola ¢lkmak tizere iken uskoklarin saldirisina ugradi. Osmanli tticcarinin
mallarini yagmalayan uskoklar, ayni zamanda tticcarin iki adamindan biri
oldurmus ve digerini de esir etmistir. El konulan mallar ise, uskoklarla Venedikli
gemi kaptani arasinda taksim edilmistir. Osmanli tticcari dort yil israrla hakkini
Venedik Cumhuriyeti nezdinde aradiktan sonra guglukle alabilmistir.

Denizlerdeki korsanlik hareketlerinin sebepleri bu 6rnekte de gortldugu gibi
zaman zaman o derece basit alacak verecek davalarina dontsmustur ki, bunlari

massacred his mother and thirty women onboard, together with their small
children, and threw them overboard. Besides, they also slaughtered six emirs
and the other Muslims. This was an unimaginable incident.

The incident has aroused great indignation in Istanbul and the relations
between two countries have come to the point of breakup immediately.
Furthermore, the Istanbul bailo of Venice was about to be arrested and
Jjailed in Yedikule dungeon. Sultan Murad Il sent a letter to the Venetian
Doge and demanded urgent punishment of the criminals and that the
captives and goods in their hands are sent to Istanbul.

Upon this letter from the Sultan, the Venice senate has adopted a resolution

quickly and had Gabriele Emo, who was considered to be the instigator of

the incident, executed in St. Marco square to appease the indignation of

the Ottomans, and delivered the captives and confiscated goods to the
Ottoman authorities in Preveze harbor.

On the other hand, the Ottoman pirates had also
been attacking on the Venetian targets from time
to time. The pirates who have set up bases in several
Ottoman fortresses on the Adriatic shores had been
attacking on the Venetian merchant vessels. Among
these fortresses, the Fortress Nova was important,
and some pirates who set out to sea from Nova in
a galiot in 1590 raided a Venetian merchant by
sailing up to the Corfu Channel.
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Uskoks

The Uskoks were an important group of pirates
started to be seen in the Adriatic as of the early 16th
century and the nightmare of the Ottoman
merchants in the sea. The Uskoks were a community
of pirates who have assumed the protection of
Christianity by raiding the Turks in the Adriatic Sea
and the Senj region on land in the service of the Austrian Empire throughout
the 16th century. In the Ottoman archives, the Uskoks were defined as
“enemy heathens, burglars and bandlits”, while the phrases like “enemy
fortress” or “fortress of the house of war” were used for their bases Senj.
The Kazaks who were similar to them, on the other hand, were active in
the Black Sea, and advanced their attacks up to Istanbul.

The ottoman merchants in the Adriatic were coming on board the Venetian
ships from the Ottoman shores while going to Venice. However, the merchant
vessels were being attacked as the Venetian captains connived at or helped
the Uskoks during these journeys. For example, the events that happened
to the mohair merchant Seyyid Abdi from Ankara are striking as they indicate
the phases the trade between Istanbul and Venice goes through. In the
early 1586, Seyyid Abdi purchases seventy-five bales of mohair in Ankara
and brings them to Istanbul. After paying the related customs duty as well
as giving the bailo 160 coins per freight, he sends his goods to Venice in the
company of his two employees. After arriving at the Gabele pier near Mostar,
the merchants are attacked by the Uskoks while they are about to load their
freight to a Venetian mohair merchant's vessel and set out. The Uskoks who
plunder the Ottoman merchant's goods kill one of two employees of the
merchant and captivate the other. The confiscated goods, on the other
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Subat 1614)te Venedik Doju Marcantonio Memma'ya bir mektup génderen
I. Ahmed s6zlerini su tehditkar ifade ile bitirmistir.

“Her emrin intihasini ibtidasindan akdem ve her maslahatin hatimesini
fatihasindan mukaddem fikr  teemmiil eyleylp beka-yi devletinize ve
imtidad-1 zamaniniza lazim olan hal-i sadakat ve rah-1 mutaba‘atdan
¢kmamada sa'y u ikdam ve cidd u ihtimam eyleyesiz”. Yani bir isin sonunun
nereye varacagini énceden distinmek gerektigi hatirlatilarak Venedik
devletinin devaminin dogruluktan ayrilmamak ve itaat Gizere olmaktan
gectigi bildirilmistir.

Ozellikle 16. yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda artmaya baslayan ve son ceyreginde
zirvesine ulasan Akdeniz Korsanliginin nemli bir mekani olan Adriyatik’te
Venedik'in asayisi saglayamamasi karsisinda magribli korsanlarla birlesen
diger Osmanli korsanlari faaliyetleri ile bolgeye buyik bir hareketlilik
getirmistir.

Akdeniz'de korsanligin gelismesinin ticareti olumsuz etkilemesi beklenirken,
bolgesel bazi etkiler disinda ticaretin genel olarak varligini strdurdtgu
gorulmustar. Ctinka korsanhgin varligi gelisen ticaret trendi ile yakindan
ilgilidir ve ticaret gemisi olmazsa korsan gemisi de olmayacaktir.
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events that evoke horrible images. This situation indicates how close the
economic relations between the Ottoman and the Venetian peoples are.
Apparently, Venice's helps to the Uskoks in most of the cases despite their
commitments to the Ottoman authorities to ensure the maritime security
should have exasperated the Ottomans that the Sulftan Ahmed | who sent a
letter to the Venetian Doge Marcantonio Memma on February 11-20, 1614
completed his letter with the following threatening expression.

“Her emrin intihasini ibtiddsindan akdem ve her maslahatin hatimesini
fatiha-sindan mukaddem fikr i teemmdil eyleyiip beka-yi devletinize ve
imtidéd-1 zamaniniza ldzim olan hél-i sadékat ve réh-1 mutaba’atdan gkmamada
sa’y u ik-dam ve cidd u ihti=mém eyleyesiz”. That is to say, the Venetian Doge
was reminded that it is necessary to consider the outcomes of each action in
advance and notified that the survival of the Venetian state depends on
keeping to the straight and narrow as well as being obedient.

The operations of the other Ottoman pirates, in alliance with the Moorish
pirates, in the face of Venice's failure to maintain the order and safety in
Adfriatic that is an important stage of the Mediterranean piracy that started
to rise especially in the second half of the 16th century and climaxed in the
last quarter have brought great activity to the region.

Although it is expected that the rise of piracy in the Mediterranean to affect
the trade negatively, it is seen that the trade have survived with the exception
of several regional impacts, because the existence of piracy is related closely
to the rising trend of trade, and if there is no merchant vessel there will be
no pirate vessel.
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