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PUBLISHER'S PREF ACE 

The book hereby presented to the English reader is a new 
translation of the first i>f the three classical works of Marx­
the -other two being The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bona­

parte and The Civil War in France-which contain a masterly 

analysis of the events in France in the revolutionary periods: 

1848-1851 and 1871. 

The hook presents also for the first time in English transla­

tion the full IDtroduction by Engels written in 1895, which, 
deliberately clistorl!ed by "Vorwiirts" and never published in full 

by the Germ.an Social-Demooratic Party, has for many years 
b� used as an excuse for opootunist tactics. The passages pre­

viously runitted 8il'e painted here in italics and put in squaire 
brackets.. 

The notes, unless otherwise &tated, are as in the Russian ecli. 

1:ion published by the Marx-Engels-Lenin 11'.lstitute, Moscow. 
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INTRODUCTION 1 

By F. ENGELS 

THIS newly republished work was Mani:'s first attempt, with 
the aid of his materialist concepticm, to explain a ·section of 
contemporary history from the given economic situation. In 
The Communist Manifesto� the theory was applied in 'broad out· 
line to the whole of modern history, while in the a11ticles by' 
l\fani: and myself in th� Neue Rheinische Zeitung, it was con· 
i::tantly "used to interpret ipolitical events of the day. Here, on 
the other hand, the question was to demonstrate the inner causal 
connection in the oourse of a develC1pment whioch mended over 
some years, a development as oritical, for. the whole of Ev.rope, 
as it was typical; tlmt is, in accordance with the conception of 
the author, to trace political events back to the effects of w.ha.t 
are, in the last resort, ecooomic causes. 

In judging the evenlts and series of events o.f day-to-day 
hi!:'tory, irt wi11 never be ipossihle for anyone to go right hack 
to the final economic causes. Even today, when rthe specialised 
technical ipress provides such ·rioh materials, in England itself it 
still Tmnams imposa-ible to follow d·ay by day the movement of 
indusitry and trade in the W-Oll"J.d imrket and the changes which 
talre place in the methOO.s of production, in such a way •as to- he 
ah'le :to draw the general ooniclusion, at any point of time, from 
these very c.:>mplicated and ever changing factors: of these fac­
tors, the most llnpOrtant, into the bargain, generally -0perate a 
long time in seoret before rthey suddenly ·and violently make 
thierri:selves felt on rthe ·surface. A dear 5urvey of the ecooomic 
history of a .given pe�io:d. is never contemporaneous; it can only 
be gained subsequently, after collecting and sifcing of the ma­
terial bes tak� place. Statistics are a necessary help here, and 
they always lag behind. Fo0r this reas.:>n, it is only too often 
necessary, in the current history of the time, to treat rthe most 
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10 INTRODUCTION 

decisive facte>r as constant, to treat the economic situation exist­
ing at the beginning of. the perioo concerned. ·as given and un­
al!erable for the whole rperiod, or else to take nuitice -0nly of 
such changes in this situa·tion as themselves arise out of events 
clearly before us, and as, therefore, can likewise .be clearly 
seen. Hence, the materialist method has ihere often to limit 
itself to tracing poHtioal conflicts hack t>o the struggles J:ietween 
the interests -vf rthe social classes and fl"actions of classes en­
countered as the result of economic development, and to show 
the partiicular politfoal parties � the more or less adequate 
political eJlip;ressi-0n •of these same classes and fr.aotions of 
classes. 

It is self-evident that this unavoidahle neglect of contempo­
raneous changes i.n the eccmomic situation, of the very basis of 
all the procee.dings subject to examinati<>n, must be a source 
of error. But all the conditions of a comprehensive presentation 
of the history of the day unavoidably imply souxces -0f error 
-which, however, keeps nobody · from writing con:tempo:rary 
histoo-y. 

When Marx underrook this work, the sources of error men­
tioned we.re, to a still ,greater degree, .impossible to ravood. It 
was quite impossible during it.he period e>f the Revolution of 
1848-49 to foll-ow the economic transformaticms which were 
being c·onsummated at the same time, or even to keep a general 
view of theim. It was just the same during· the first months of 
exile in LoodO'll, in the autumn and winter .of 1849-50. But that 
was just rthe time when Marx began .this work. And in spite of 
these unfavouJ.'1ahle ciroumstances, his exact knowledge ibO'th of 
the economic situatiQn in France and of the political h�ry of 
that country since ithe February Revolution, made i<t possible for 
hiifl .to give a picture of events which laid bare their inner con­
nections in a way never attained since, and which later brilliant-
1 v withstood the double test instilluted hy Marx himself. , 

The first rtest resulted fre>m the fact that after the spring .of 
1850 Marx once aigain found leisure for economic studies, and 
first of aH took up the economic history ol the las! ten years. 
Tn .this study, what he had earlier deduoed, half a pri.ori, from 



INTRODUCTION 11 
defective material, was made absolutely clear to him by the 
facts itiheimselves, namely, that the worl-cl trade crisis of 1847 had 
been the true mother of the February and Ma,roh Revolutions 2 
and rt.hat the industrial pr.:>sperity which had been returning 
gradually since rt.he middle of 1848, 811ld which attained full 
bloom in 1849 and 1850, was lthe rmvifying force of the newly 
strengthened European ireaction. That was decisive. 'Whereas 
in the three first articl$ (which appeared in the January, Feb· 

ruary and March number of the N. Rh. Z., * politisch-okono· 
mische Revue, Hamburg, 1850 ) ' .there was still the expectation of 
an immiuent new upsurge o.f revolutionary energy, the historical 
review written by Marx and myself for the last number, which 
was publlshed in the aubumn of 1850 (a double numher, May to 
October), breaks once and for all with these illusions: "A new 
revolution is only ;possible as a resulit of a new crisis. It is j u.st 
as rertain, howeV1er, as this." But that was the only essential 
change which had to ibe made. There was absolutely nothing to 
alter in the interpretation .of events given in the ear.Her chapters, 
or in the causal connections estaiblished therein, as the continua­
tion of the narrative .from March 10, up to the a.utumn of 1850 
in the review :in que.sti-00, proves. I have therefore :included ithis 
continuation ·as the fourth article in the present new edition. 

Tihe second test wias even mooe severe. Immediately after 
Louis Bonaparte's coup d'etat o.f December 2, 1851, Marx 
worked out anew the ih:istory of France £rom Februairy 1848, 
up to this event, which concluded the revolutionary period for 
the time being. (The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte. 
Thltd editiion, Meissner, Hambung, 1885.) In this brochure the 
period which we had depicted in our present publication is 
again dealt willh, although more briefly. Compare this second 
production, W:ritten in the light of. decisive events which hap· 
pened over a Yell! later, with our present publication, and it 
will be formd that the author had very little to change. 

The thing whfoh still gives this :work of ours a quite special 
significance is that, for the first time, i·t ex.presses the formula 
in which, by common agreement, the workers' parties of all 

*'Neue Rheinische Zeitun.g. 



12 INTRODUCTION 

countries in. the world briefly summarise their demand for eco­
�omic reconstruction : the appropriation by ·society of the means 
of production. In the second chapter, in connection with the 
"right to work," which is charaoterised as "the first clumsy 
formula wherein the revoluti-On111ry aspirations of the proletariat 

are summarised," it is said: "But behind the. righit to work 
sta.Ibds the power ovier capital; behind the rpower over capital, 
the -appNipriation otf the means o.f production, itheir subjection 
to the associated working class end, itherefore, the abolition of 
wage la.hour as well as of capital .and of their mutual relation­
ships." Thus, here, for the first time, the proposiiticm is formul· 
ated by which modem working cl·a.ss socialism is equally sharp­
ly differentiated hoith from all the different shades of feudal, 
bow::geois, petty•b

.
ourgoois, etc., socialism 3 and :::.lso from the 

conf.used community of goo.ds :of utopian mnd spontaneous wol'ker­
c<>mmunism. If, later, Marx e:X:teinded the formula to ap­

proiprlatian oif the irneans oif ex<:ha:nge B!lso, :this extension. 
whiC'h, in any case, was self-evi�ent a.(.ter The Communist Mani­
festo, only e:xipressed a corollary ta the main proposition. A 
few wiseacres in England have of late added that the "means 
of distribution" should also be .handed over to society. It would 

be difficult for thes.e gentlemen to say what ;these economic 
mealliS -of distribullion are, as ,distinct from: the means of pro­
duction and exchange; unless poli'tical means of distribution 
are meant, toes, poor relief, induding the Sachsenwald4 and 
other endowmenrts. But, first, these are means of distrib!ltion 
now a1ready in -collective p.::issession, either af the state or of 
the commune, and, secoodly, it is precisely these we wish to 
abolish. 

When the February RevofotiO!Il hr.oke out, we all of us, as 
far as our conception of the conditions and the course of reva­
lutionary movemenJts was concemecl, were ur.der .the spell of 
previous historical experience, namely that of France. It was, 
indeed, �he latter which had dominated ithe whole of European 
history slln.ce 1789, and fr-0m ·which ooiw cmce 111gain the signal 
had gone forth for general revolutionary change. It was there­

fore natural ·and unavoidable that our conceptfons' -0f the nature 
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.nnd the path of the "iocial" revolution proclaimed in Paris in 
February 1848, of the revolution of the proletariat, were strong­
ly ce>lo.ured by memories of the models of 1789-1830. More­
Qvcr, when the Paris upheaval found its echo in the victorious 
insurrections in Vienna, Milan and Berlin; when the whole of 
Europe ·right up Ito the Russian frontier was swept into the 
movement; when in Paris the first great battle for .power be­
tween rthe proletariat and the ib.:1urgeoisie was joined; when the 
very victory of their class so shook .the bc>.urgeoisie of all coun­
tries that ithey fled heck mto the arms of the mona.rchist-feudal 
reactilQn which had j:ust been overthr01Wn-for us under the dr­
-cumsta.nces of the time, there could be no doubt that the great 
decisive struggle had broken out, that it would have to be fought 
·out in a single, fong and chwn:gefol period of revolutioo, but 
.that it could only end wiith the final victory IQf the ·p!'oletaria.t. 

After the defeats of 1849 we !in n.:> way shared the illusions 
·of the vulgar democracy grou·ped around the would-be pro­
visiooal governments in partibus. * This vulgar dem·ocracy 
.reckoned on a speedy and finally decisive victory o.f the "peo­
ple" over the "usurpers"; we looked to a long struggle, after 
it.he removal of the "usurpers," between the antagonistic elements 
·concealed within. this "peocple" itself. Vulgar democracy expected 
a renewed outhreak f:rom day to day; we declaired as early as 

:autumn 1850 thait at least the firsit chapter of the revolutionary 
period was closed and that nothing further was to be expected 
,until the outbreak of a new world crisis. For this reason we 
-were excommunicated, as traitors to the revolution, by the very 
people who later, almost wi·thout exception, have made their 
peace with Bisma,rck-so far as Bismarck found tihem worth 
the trouble. 

But.we, t-00, have, heen shown to have been wrong hy history, 
·which has revealed our point of view of that time to have been 
:an illusion. It has done even more: it' ha.a nvt merely destroyed 
·our error of tha.t time; iit has also completely transformed the 
-conditions under which the proletariat has to fight. The mode 

*In partibus (infidelium)-in the midst of the infidels, and so govern­
unent that exists only on paper.-Ed. 
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of struggle of 1848 is today obsolete fr.:>m every point of view, 
and this is ·a 1point which .deserves. closer eD.minatfon on the 
present occasion. 

All revolutions up to the present day have resulted in the dis­
placemellll: of one definite class :rule by another; all ruling 
classes up till now have been only minorities as agains.t the ruled 
mass of the people. A ruling minority was thus overthrown; an­
other minority seized the helm of state and remodelled the state 
apparatus in accordance with its own interests. This was on every 
ocoasion the minority group, able and called to rule by the degree 
of economic development, and just for that reason, and only for 
that reaoon, iiJt happened that the ruled majority either partici­
pated in the revolution on the side of the former or else pas­
sively acquiesced in it; But if we disregard the oonmete content 
of each occasion, the common form of all these revolutions was 
that they were minority revolutions. Even where the majority 
took part, it did so-wheth er wittirngly or not-only in the ser­
vice of a minority; but because of this, or simply because of the 
passiv.e, unresisting atti�ude of the majority, this minority acquired 
the appel!JI'lance of being .the representative of the whole people. 

As a rule, after the first great suooess, the victorious minority 
became divided; one half was pleased with whll!t had been 
gain ed, the other wanted to go still further, ·and put forward new 
demands, which, to a certain extent at least, were also in the 
real or apparent interests of the great mass of the people. In in ­
dividual cases tliese more radical demands were realised, but 
often only for the moment; the more moderate party again 
gained the upper hand,_ and what had event ually be.en won was 
wholly or partly lost again; the vanquished shrieked of treach­
ery, or ascribed their defeat to accident. But in .truth the positon 
was mainly this: the ·achievements of the first vict<Jory were only 
safeguarded by the second victory of the mCJore iradical pa:rty; this. 
having been attained, and, with it, wihat was necessary for the 
moment, the ra:d.ioa1s alI1d their achievements vanished onoe more 
from �he stage. 

All rev.0Luti-0ns of modern :times, beginning with the great Eng­
Hsh revo1utio.n of the seveniteenth century, showed these features, 
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which appeared iinsep&reble from every revolutionary struggle. 
They a.ppeared applicable, also, to ·the struggles of the proleta­
riat for its emancipation; all the more a.pplicable, since in 1848 
there were few people who had any idea at all of the direction 
in which •this emancipation was to :be sought. The proletarian 
masses themselves, even in Paris, after the victory, were still ab­
solutely in the dark as to the paJ!:h. to he taken. And yet the 
movement was there, instinctive, spontaneous, irrepressible. Was 
not this just �e situation in which a revolution had to succeed, 
led certainly by a minority, but this time not in the intere9ts of 
the minority, but in the real interests of the majority? If, in all 
the longer revolutionary periods, it was· 50 easy to win •the great 
masses of the ·pe1>ple by the merely plausible and delusive views 
of the minorities thrusting themselves forward, how could they 
be less susceptible to ideas which were the truest reflex o.f their 
economic 1positi0111, which were nothing but it.he clear, co-mpre· 
hensi:ble expression of their needs, -0f needs not yet understood 
by themselves, hut only vaguely felt? T1> be sure, this revolu­
tionary mood (}f the masses had ·almost always, and usually very 
speedily, .given way to lassitude or even to a revulsion ito 1ts 
Q.pposite, so socm as i1lusio.n evapo.rated am.d disappointment set 
in. But here it was not a question of delusive views, but of 
giving effect to the very special interests of the grea.t majority it· 
self, interests, which at that time were certainly by no means clear 
to this great majority, but which must soon enough become clear 
in the course -0£ giving practical effect tto them, by their convinc­
ing obviousness. And if n-0w, as Marx showed in the third a11ti· 
clie, in .the spring of 1850, the development o.f the bourgeoi3 
republic that ·had arisen out of the "social" revolution of 1848 
had coooentratJed the ·real power in the hands of .the big hour· 
geoisie-monarchisticailly inclined. as it was-and, on the other 
hand, had gwuped all the -other social classes, peasBJnts as well as 
petty bo.urgeo-isie, round the proletariat, so that, during and after 
the common victory, not they, but the pr-0letariat grown wise by 
experience, must become the d.ecisive factor-was there not every 
prospect here of turning the revolution of clie minority into the 
revolution of the· majority? 
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History has proved us, and all who thought like us, wrong. It 
has made tit clear that the mate o.f economic develo-pment on the 
Continent at that time ·Wi81S :not, .by a long iw.a.y, ripe for llhe :re­
moval of caip:it.alis.t production; ilt has .prO'Ved this hy the ec0:­
nomic revolution which, since 1848, has seized the whole of the 
Continent, has really caused hig industry for the first !time to 
take roo:t in France, Austria, Hungary, Poland and, recently, in 
Russia, while it has made Germany positively an industrial coun­
try o.f .the first rank--all on a capkalist basis, which in the year 
1848, therefore, still had great capacity for expansion. But it is 
just ·this industrial revolution which has everywhere for the first 
time produced clarity in the class relationships, which has re­
moved a number of itransitlon forms handed down from the man­
ufacturing period and in Eastern Europe even from guild handi­
er.aft, ·an<l has created a gencine .bourgeoisie rand ia ,genuine large­
scale industrial proletaria:t and 1pushed them fa.to the foreground 
of socia:l development. But O!Wing to t�, the struggle {)f these 
two great classes, which, a.part from England, existed in 1848 
only in Paris and, at the most, a few big indll8trial centres, has 
been spread over the whole of Europe and has reached an in­
tensity such as was unthinkable in 1848. At that time the many 
O.hS1Cure ev.amgels of the sects, wiith their panaceas; :today the one 
generally recognised, transparently clear theory of Marx, sharply 
formulating the final aims of ·the struggle. Al. that rime it.he 
masses, sundered and differing acc1>rcling it-0 locality and nation· 
aJity, linked only by ·the feeling of common suffering, undevel­
oped, tossed to and fro in their perplexity from enthusiasm t'O 
clespair; today a great initernational army of Scx:iaF;ts, march­
ing irrestistibly on and ,growing daily in number, organisation, 
d!iscipline, insight and assurance of vicoory. If even this mighty 
anny of the iproletiariat ihas still ni>t reached its goal, if, ia fong 
way from winning victory wilth one mighty stroke, it has sl<>wly 
to press forward from. position to position in a hard, tenacious 
struggle, this only proves, once and for all, ho-w impossible it 
was in 1848 to win scx:ial reconstructi<>n by a simple surprise 
attack. 

A bourgeoisie split into two monarchist sections adhering to 
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ltWo dyna.sties,6 a bourgeoisie, however, which demanded, above 
all, peace and .security for its .financial <llperations, faced with 
a ·proletariat vanquished, indeed, but still a c<mstant menace, a 
proletariat round which petty bourgeois and peasants grouped 
themselves more and mo.r-e-the continual llhreat o!f a violent out­
hreak, ·'WlhiC!h, nevel'l:heless, offered no prospect of ·a final solution 
-such was it1h.e situation, .as if created for the coup d'etat l(}f the 
third, the pseudo-democratic pretender, Louis Bonaparte. On De­
-cember 2, 1851, .by means of the army, he put an end to the 
tense situation and secured for ·Europe ithe assurance of domes­
tic tranquillity, in order to give it the blessing of a new era of 
wars. The perioo of revolutions from below ·was .concluded for 
the time being; there followed a period of :revolutions from 
above. 

Thie imperial •reaction .of 1851 gav-e a new proof of the un­
� of the proletar.iarri. aspiratio.ns of t:hat time. But iii: wias 
Itself to create the conditions under which they were bound to 
ripeD. Internal tranquillity ensured t!!he full development of the 
new industrial boom; the necessity of keeping the army occupied 
end of diverting the revolutionary currents outwuds produced 
wars, in which Bonap8.Ilte, under the pretext of asserting "the 
principle of nationa.lii.ty," sought to sneak annerati<mS for France. 
His imiitato:r, Bismarck, adopted .the saane policy for Prussia; 
he made hi.'5 coup d'eiaJ, his revol'lltion froon ia:bo.ve, in 1886, 
ia:giliinst the German Confederation and Austria., and no less 
against the P.rusei•am. Konfliktskammer. � But Eur-0ope was too 
small for two Bonapartes and historioal irony so willed it .that 
Bisma:rck overthrew Bonaparte, and King William of Prussia not 
only established the little German Empire, but ·also the French 
Rep:ublic.1 The general result, however, wias thait in Europe rthe 
autonomy and internal unity of the great natiO'llS, with the ex­
ception of Poland, had become a fact. Within relatively modest 
lim:itts, it is ,true, lmt, for all that, on a soa.le lar.ge enouglh 
to al.Jow the development of the working class to p:roceed with­
out .finding national complications any longer a serious oh-

* Konfliktskammer, i.e., the Prussian Chamber then in. conflict with 
the goverlllilent. 
Class Struggles in France 2 
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stacle. The grave-diggers of the Revolution Off 1848 had 
heco-me .the •executors -0f its will. Ana alongside of them 
rose threateningly the heir .o( 1848, the proletariat, in the Inter· 
nati-0nal. 

After the .war of 1870· 71, Bonaparte vanishes from ,the stage 
and Bismarck's mission is fu1fi.lled, so that he ean now sink back 
again into the ·ordinary Junker. The period, however, is brought 
to a close hy the .Paris Commune. An underhand attempt by 
Thiers to steal fhe cannon of the .Pa:ris National Guard, called 
forth a victorious rising. It was sh1>wn -0nce more that, in Paris, 
none hut -a proletarian revQl 'lltion is any longer possible. After 
the victoay p01Wer .feH, wholly of ::iits oO'Will accord ·311ld quite U!ll­
dis.puted, into the hands of the working class. And once again, 
twenty yea.r.s .after the time .described in this wol'k -0£ ours, it was. 
proved how impossible, even then, was this rule -o.f the working 
class. On the •one hand, .Frarie.e left Paris in the 1-uroh, looked :on 
while it hled from the l>ullets of MaoMahon; on •the other hand, 
the Commune was consumed in lillllf ruiitful strife between the two. 
p-arcies w hi oh divided i-t, the Blanquists ( tJhe ma.Jo.city) lllll<l the 
Proudhonists (the minority), neither of whi-ch. lmew what was te> 
be done. The victory which came as 'a f;.ift in 1871 remained just 
as wlliruitful .as the surprise atiback .of 1848. 

lit was believed that the militant pr-0letariait had been finally 
buried wi.th the Paris Commune. But, completely ·to the contrary, 
it dates its most powerful adv·ance from the Ce>mmune and the 
Franco-German war. The recruiitm.ent o.f the whole of the popu­
lation able to hear a-rms into armies that could be counted in 
milliOIDS, ia:nd the introoucti.o.n of :6.rearms, projectiles and explo· 
sives of hitherto undreamt of efficacy created a complete revolu­
tion in all warlare. Thds, on the one hand, put a sudden end to 
the bona:partist war period ·and insured rpeaoeful industrial develop· 
ment, si�ce any war other tltan a world war of unheard of cru­
elty and absolutely incalculable outcome had become an impos­
sibility. On the other hand, it caused military expenditure to 
rise in geommrical progression, and thereby forced up taxes te> 
exhorbitant lev els ·and so dr?ve the .poorer classes of people into 
the arms of Socialism. The annexa,tion of Al sace:Lorraine,. th� 
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most immediate oause of tlie mad competition in armaments, 
might set .the French and German bour-geoisie chauvinisticaUy at 
each other's throats; for the .workers of the tw-0 oountries it be� 
oame a new bond of unity. And the anniversary of :the Parif'I 
Commune became the first 'universal commemoration day of the 
who1e proletariat. 

The wiar o.f 1870-7 1  and rt.he .defeat of the Commune had trans· 
f erred the centre of gravity of the Euwpean workers' movemen,t 
f-0r the :time ibeing from France to Germany, as Marx foretolq. 
In F ranee it natur·ally took years to recover from the bfoodlet­
ting of May 1871.8 In Germany, c>n the other hand, where in� 
dustry was, in addition, furthered (in posi·tively hrot-house fash­
ion) by the Messing of the French nll:Uiard.s and devek>ped 
more. and more quickly, Social-Democracy e:x:perienced a mud}: 
more rapid and enduring 1gro.wth. Thanks :to the un.derSitanding 
with which the German workers made use -of the universal suf,­
frage introduced in 1866, the aSltonishing grow�h of the Party i� 
made 'plain tQ ,a].l the world by incon1Iestablie figures.. 1871� 
102,000; 1874, 352,000; 1877, 493,000 Social-Demoorait!ic v.otes. 
Then came recognition of this advance by high authority in the 
shape of the Anti"Socialist L!!IW: tlhe Party was tempou:rily dis­
l"upted; the number -of votes sank to 312,000 in 1881. But th�t 
was quickly ·overcome, and then, though 10ippressed by the Excep.­
tiooal Law, without p.r-ess, witho.ut 'external 011ganisation and with­
out the right of comb:im.atioo Oil' rneteting, the Tapid ·exipansion 
reall y began: 1884, 550,000; 1887: 763,000; 1890: 1,427,001{ 
votes. Then the hand Qf the state was para:l ysed. The Anti·Socialiist 
Law disappeared; socialist votes rose to 1,787,000, over a quarter 
of all the VO'tes cast. The government and .the ruling classes ha9, 
exhausted all theDir expedients--uselessly, to no 1purpo,se, an4 
witho·ut success. The t81I11gible pa-oofs of their linp-0tence, which 
the authorities, from night watchmam. to· th.e impell'ial ohanc�Uor, 
had had to accept-and that from the despised workers,-these 
proofs were counted in millions. The state was at the end of its 
Latin, the rworikers -0nly at the beginning oif theirs. 

But :the German workers did a second great service •to· their 
cause in addition to the fiTst, which they rendered by theiT mere 
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€':Xfaten.ce as the strongest, best disciplined and most raipidly 
growing Socialist Party. They supplied their comrades of all 
countries wia:h a new weapon, and one of the sharpest, when they 
sh-0wed them hOIW to ·use universal suffrage, 

There had long heen universal suffrage :in France, but it had 
fallen into disrepute through the misuse to which the Bonapar­
tist govemmeD:t had put it. A£ter the. Commune there was no 
w-O'I'kers' party to make use -0-f it. Also in Spain it had existed 
since the Tt1puhlic, but in Spain ooyco.tt of the eleclions was ever 
the rule of a11 serious opposition parties. The Swiss experiences 
·of universal suffrage, also, were anything ibut encour·aging for a 
workers' party. The revolutionary workers of the Latin countries 
had been wont to regard the suffrage as a snare, as an instru­
ment of government trickery. It was -0therwise in Germany. The 
Communist Manifesto had already ·prodaimed the winning -0£ 
universal suffrage, of democracy, as one of the first and most im· 
porbant tasks of the militant :proleta:riat, and Lassalle had &ooiain 
taken up this point. When Bismarck found himself compelled to 
im.roduce the franchise9 as the �nly meao:is of interesting the 
mass of the people in bis plans, our workers immediately took it 
in earnest and sent August Behel to the first, cO'llStituent Reich­
stag. And from that day on, they have used ithe franchise in a 
way which has paid them a thousandfold ·and has served as a 
model to the workers of all countries. The franchise has ibeen, in 
the wooicls of the F:renoh Marxist programme,1Q "transforme, de 
moyen de duperie qu'il a ete jusqu'ici, en instrument d'emanci­
pation" -they have rtransfonned it fro.m a means of deception, 
whkh it was heretofore, into an insitrument of emiin.cipation. 
And if universal suffrage had offered no other advantage than 
that it aUowed us ro count our numbers every three years; that 
by the regularly esoo.blished, unexpectedly rapid rise in the num­
ber of votes it increased in equal measure ithe workers' certainty 
o.f victory and the diS1ID.ay of their opponents, and so became 
our best means of propaganda;. that it accurately informed us 
coocerning oor own strength .and that of all hostile parties, and 
thereby prov.i<led us wi'llh a measure of 'pwporti-O'lll for ou'l" .ac­
tions second to none, safeguarding us from iU.ntimely timidity as 
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muclx ias from untimely foolhardiness-if ithis had !been the -01I1ly 
advanitage we gained from rthe suffrage, ithen it would still . have 
ibeen more than enough. But in: has done much more rthan this. 
In election agitatioo it provided us with a means, second to :none. 
of getting in rtooch with the mass of Jt1he people, rwhere they still 
stand aloof from us; -of forcing all parties Ito ·defend their views 
and actions against ·OUT attacks before all ilie people; and, .fur. 
ther, it opened to oor representatives in. the Reichstag a plat· 
form from which they could speak to tlieir opponents in Parlia· 
ment and ito the masses without, with quite Cllther authority and 
freed-OllD ;than in the press -or at meetings. Of what av·ail to the 
government ·and ithe bourgeoisie was their Anti-Socialist Law 
when election agitation and socialist speeches in the Reichstag 
continually broke through it? 

With it.his successful utilisation ol universal suffr.age, an en­
ti:rely new mode of :proletarian struggle came into :force, and 
this quickly developed further. lit iwas found that the state insti­
tUltiO'll.S, in which the rule of the bourgeoisie is -organised, offer 
s1liU further opportunities for l!he iWorking daiss ro fight these 
very stalte instit.utfons. They took rpant in elections rt-0 individual 
.diets, to municipal oouncils and ·to industrial �oorts; they con­
tested every post against tlhe bourgeoisie in the .occupation of 
which a sufficient part .of the proletariat had its say. And 
.ro it hS1ppem.ed that the ibourgeoisie •and the government came 
to ibe muoh more afraid o.f ·the legal 1than of ·the illegal action 
of 'lihe ·Workers' party, of the results iof elections tlian of those of 
rebellion. 

For here, too, the -conditi-Ons of the strugigle bad essentially 
changed. Rebellion in •the old style, the street fight with barri· 
cades, ;which up to 1848 gave everywhere ithe final decision, :was 
to ia ccinsiderable extent obsolel!e. 

Let us have no illusions about iit: a real vict-ory of an insur· 
recti-On -over the miliitary in street fighting, a. victory as between 
two annies, is one of the nrest exceptfo.ns. But it.he -insurgents, 
also, counted -0n iit just as rarely. •Fo-r rthem it was solely a ques· 
tion Off making ithe troo.ps yield Ito moral influences, wihich, in 
a fight ibeJtween the iarmies of two warring countries do not 
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come into .play at all, or do so to a much less degree. If .they 
sucOeed in·  this, then the troops fail to act:, or !!he comma:ru:ling 
officers lose their heads, and the irisurrection wins. If they do 
not succeed in :this, that, even where the military are in the 
minority, the superiwity of better -eqUipme:rut and training, of 
.umfied leadership, of ·the pla.n:ned .employment of the military 
forces and o.f disc�pline makes Itself fe1t. The most that the in· 
surrection can achieve in aotual tactical practice is the >eoneot 
construction and defence of a si'lllgle hauicade. Mutual support ;  
the disposition and employment of :reserves ; in short, the oo­
operation and harmonious worldng of the individual debs.eh· 
ments, indispensable even for the defe.nre of one quaI1ter of 
the town, no.t to s-peaik of ithe who<le 'of a Large town, are at ibest 
defective, and mostly n-0t attaina:ble at all ; co�ent:riation of ithe 
military forces at a decisiv;e point is, of cou:rse impos�iMe. 
:Hen.ce the passive <lef ence is :the prevailing form ol fight : the 
attack will rise here and there, �ut only 'by wiay of exception, to 
occasional ·aidvances and flank assaults ; as a rule, however, it 
will ibe limited to oceuopation of the positions aibandoned by the 
retreating troops. In addition, the mililbary have, on their side, 
the disposal of artillery and fully equipped corps of skilled 
engineers, resourees of war which, in neaTly every case, the in· 
surgems entirely lack. No :wonder, then, tha:t even the barrieade 
.struggkos conducted with the greatest heroism-Paris, June 1848; 
,Vienna, Ootober. 1848 ; Dresden, May 1849-ended with the 
defeat of rthe insurrection, so soon as the leaders of the attaik, 
unhampered by p-0Ji.tical considerations, acted from the purely 
ni.iliitary standpoint, and their soldiers iremained reliable. 

The numerous successes of the' insur.genits iUp to 1848 were 
due to a great viariety of caiuses. In Paris in J.uly 1830 and 
February 1848, as in most .of the Spanish street fights, there 

·stood between :the insurgents and the military a civic miHtia.11 
iwhich either directly took .the side of the insurrectiO'n, or else 
by its lukewarm, indecisive attltude caused the troops likewise 
to vadllate, and supplied the insurrection wiil:h arms into the 
barg&n. Where 'this citizems' ·guard opposed the insurrection 

·from 'the outset, as in Jrune 1848 in Paris, the insurrection was 
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vanqui-shed. In Berlin in 1848, rthe people were viiot-0rious partly 
through a considerwbie accession of new fighting forces during 
11lhe nigililt a.00 the morning of the 19th, pardy as a result Qf the 
.exhaustion and had victualling of the troops, an<l, finally, partly 
as a result of the paralysed command. ·But in all cases the .fight 
was won because the ttroops failed to obey, because the officers 
lost their power of decision or because 'their hands were tied. 

Even in the classic rtime o[ street .fighting, therefore, the bar­
ii.cade 1p.ro.d.uced mo.re -Otf a moral tllam. a mBJteriaJ effect: It .wias 

a meBIIls -0f shaking the steadfastness of the military. If it held 

-Out until 111his was 1a.!Jtained, then victory was w-0n ;  if not, there 
was -defeat. [This is the main point, which mus.t be kept in 
:view, 1.ikewise when ·the chances of c0tntingent future st'T'tet fights 
-<tre examined.] 

The ohances, however, ;were in 1849 already .pretty poo.r. Every­

where the bo.urgeoisie ih.ad ithrown in i.ts loit with the govern­
ments, "culture and ·pr-0pe:rty" had hailed and feasted the mili; 
tary moving against the insurrections. The 51pell -0f the ·ha:rri.cade 
'WlB.S ·bro.ken ; the soldier 1no longer saw behind jt "the .people," 

hut rebels, •agi'tators, plunderers, 1levelleru, rt!he scum of society ; 
.the officer had in the co.UTSe -0£ ltime !become versed in the tac­
tical forms of streett fighting, he no longer marched straight 
ia:head aJDd without -co.ver against the impr()v.ised hreaatwork, but 
went J'()Und it thr:ougb. gardens, yia.rds and houses. And this was 
now suooessful, rwiith a little skill, i.ni nimie cases -0ut ()f ten. 

But since then there have been very many more changes, ·and 
all in favour of the miliitary. If ·lihe .big toWtnS have becom:e con' 

sidwaibly ibigger, the a:rmi.es have become bigger still. Paris a:nd. 
Berlin have, since 1848, igrown less than fourfold, hut their 
garrisans have grctW'll more than thait. By means of the railways, 
the garrisons can, in !twenty-four hours, be more ithan doubled. 
and in forty-eiiglut hours they can be in.creased t-0 buge ·armies. 
The arming of this 'f!Dormously increased number of troGps has 
:became incomparably m-0re effective. In 1848 the smooth-bore 
per�ussion muzzle-loader, to.day ·the small-calibre magazine 
breech-loading rifle, which shoots ,four times as far, ten ti·me� 
.as •acicura.tely and ten times as fast as .the former. At that time 
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the relatively ineffootive l''ound-shot and grape-shot -0f the artil­
lery ; today :the .percussion shells, of rwhich one is sufficient t«> 
:demolish the best barricade. At that time !the pick-axe of the 
sapper for breaking i!!hr-0uigh walls ; today ,the dynamite cartridige. 

On tlhe other hand, all the cooditions on ithe insurgents' side 
have grown worse. An insurreot:ion with swhlich all sections of 
the people sympaithise, rwill h.a'I'dly ,recur ;  in the class struggle­
SJI.l ,the middle sections will never group themselves r<>und the 
proleta.riait s-0 exdusively that the rea-ation.ary parties gathered 
r-01md the 'howigeO'isie well-nigh .dismppear. The "people," there­
fore, will always ap;pearr divided, and with illhis a 'P°'werful lever� 
so extraordinarily effective in 1848, is laicking. .Even if more 
soldiers who have seen serv-iice were to come over to -the insur­
rectionists, ithe arming of ·them becomes so much it.he more Qif .. 
ficult. The hunting and luxury guns of the gunsh0tps-evm if 
not ipreviously made unusable by .removal of part of the lock 
G:iy the police-axe fiar from being. a maitoh for the magazine· 
rifle of the soldier, ev-en in close fighting. Up lbo 1848 it wu 
possihle :t-0 make the necessary a'mmuniti:On oneself oot of ipowd.er 
and lead ; today the cartridges differ for each rifle, a:nd are 
e\·erywhere alike 'Only in one point. that they are a special 
.proooot of Mg industry, md therefore not •to be pr·epared e:r 
tempore, * with the result lthat most rifles a.re useless as long as. 
one d-0es not possess the a.mmunil!ion spooially suited to them. 
And, finally, since 1848 the .newly built quarters of ·the big­
towns !have ·been laid out in long, straigiht, broad streets, as 
th-0ugh made ito give foll eff ectt: to it.he new cannons .aoo rifles� 
The .revolutionary iwould ha:ve to ibe mad, who himself chose the· 
working cl.ass districts in the North and ·East of Berlin for a bar­
ricade -fight. [Does that mean tha,t in the future the street fight 
will play no further role? Certainly not. lit only mearis that the· 
conditions since 1848 have become far more unfavourable for civil' 
fi,ghts, far more favourable for the military. A future street fight 
can therefore only be victorious when this unfavourable situation· 
is compensated by other factors. Accordingly, it will occur more 
seldom in the beginning of a g�at reoolution than in . its further 

* On the spur of the moment. 



INTRODUCTION 2 .. ;) 

progress, and wiU have to be undertaken wuh greater forces. 
These, lwwever, ma;y then well prefer, as in the whole Great, 
French Revolutiicm. en September 4 and· Ocrober 31, 1870,1:) in 
Paris, the open attack w the passive barricade tactics.] 

Does the reader now understand, why the rul.i:ng .classes de­
cidedly want to br:in:g us to wihere the guns shoot and 0the sehres 
slash? Why they accuse us today af cowaridice, lbeca.use we do 
oot betake oursel:res with<>'llt more '81Clo inito the street, where rwe 
are certain of defeaJt ·in ad·va:noe? Why they so earnestly implore 
us 11:-0 play fo1r once the part of cannon fodder ? 

The gentlemen ·pour o.ut their ;prayers and their challenges 
for nothing, for n0otihllif; at all. We are not so stupid. They 
might just as well demand from their enemy in the ne:xit war 
th®t he should take up ·his ·positioo in the line formation of old 
Fritz,1.1 m in the columns of whole divisions a la Wagram 11 and 
W a.terloo, and .with the flintlock in his hands at tha-t. If the con· 
diti-0ns have changed in the case of rw111r between nations, this 
is no less true in the case of ·tlhe class struggle. The time of sur­
prise attaclcs, af revolutions .cairried through by small conscious 
min-0rititls .a:t the head of unconscious masses, is :past. Where it 
is a question af a oomploelte transformation of illhe social organi· 
:satio.n, ithe masses themselves must also be in irt, must them· 
selves already have .grasped what is '811: stake, what they are 
going iim: for [with body and soul] . The ihistory of :the last fifty 
years has tmigiht us that. iBut in oroer thalt ithe masses may un­

derstand whait is t-0 he done, long, 'Persistenlt work is required, 
and it is just ,this :work whloh we are llOIW pursuing, -and with a 
suCoe5s which drives ith.e eoomy to despair. 

Jn the Latin !do.untri'eS, also, !iit is being more and moTe recog­
nised that rthe old tactics �ustt he ;revised.· Ererywhere [the un• 
prepared onslaught has gone into the background, everywhere] 
the German example of utilising the suffra.ge, of winning all 
posts accessible to 'llS, has been imitated. In France, where for 
more than a hundred years the groond has been undermined by 
revolution after �evolution, where there is oo single pa:iity which 
has not done ilts share :in ccm.spi.racies, !insurrections and all ather 
revolutionary actioos; in France, wh.eTe, as a result, the govern. 
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ment �s by no means sure o£ the army md where, in general, 
the conditi001S for an insu,rrectionary .coup de main* are far 
more favoura:ble than in Germany-even in France the Social­
ists are rea.lising mQre aml ·more tJhat no lasting victory is pos­
sible for. ithem, unle.ss .they fi·rst win the greait mass of the peo­
rple, i.e., in this <iase, the peasants. Slow ·propaganda work and 
parli:amenraay activity are being r�ognised here, too, as the 
most imme.diate tasks of the Party. Suocesses were not lack­
ing. Not only have a whole sories of municipal ccmnai.ls been 
wo.n ; fifty Socialists have seats in the Chambers, ·and they have 
already overthr-O'Wll thr.ee ministries 'and a President of the Re­
public. In Bel,gium Iast year the worker:s enf oreed .the franchise, 
and have ibeen victorious in a qruarter <>f ithe constituencies. In 
Switzerland, in Italy, in Denmark, yes, even in Bulgaria and 
Rumania the Socialists are rey.resented in the Parliaments. In 
Austria a11 parties ag.ree tha.t our admissiQn to the Reich­
srat " "  can no 1-0nger he rwithhel<l. We w.ill get' in, that is rertain; 
the only question stil.l in dispute is :  hy which door? Arnd even 
in Russia, when the famous Zemsky Sobor meets, tha:t National 
Assembly to which yorung Nicholas offers suoh vain resistance, 
e.ven there we .can reckon with certainty on also being repre­
.sented in i·t. 

Of oourse, our .foreign oomrades do ·not renounce their right 
to revolution. The right t-0 rev>0lution is, after all, the only real 
"msto;rial right" ·the only right on which all modern states 
witholllt exception rest, Mecklenburg included, whose aristocratic 
revolution was ended in 1755 by the "hereditary sebtlement," the 
glorious charter {)If feudalism still valid today. The right t-0 rev· 
olmion is so incontestably reco-gnised in the general c onciousness 
th!IJ!: even General von Bo-gu:slawski derive; the Tight to a coup 
d:etat, which he vindfoates for his Kaiser, solely from this .pop­
ular a:ight. 

But whatever may ha.pp.en in other coontries, German Social­
Democraicy has a special siituaition and rtherewith, at least in the 
:first instance, a special ta.5k. The two million voter.s, wihom it 

"' Sudden attack.-Ed. 
* * Parliament of the Austrian Empire.-Ed. 



IN11RODUCTION 27 

:Sends to the . ba1lot box, t�ther with the yoll!Ilg men and 
women, who stand behind them as non-voters, fonn the most 
nurinerous, most compact mass, ·llhe decisive "shock force" of 
the inteniati-Ollial proletia.rian army. Tha:s mass already supplies 
o�r a .fourth iof .the irecorded votes ; <a.nd ·as the by-d:ectiO'n5 
to !!!he Reiichstag, the diet . elooti00s. in mmmdual ·states, the 
muni-cipal oeounail and �ndustrial ccmrt elections deroo.nstrate, 
�t· increases uninteITUpredly. ltS grc>wth proceeds as spo.n.ta.ne­
ously, as steadily, as ir.resistiibly, a:nd '8Jt. fthe same time as .tran­
quilly as a natura1 iprocess. All governmen.t initerventions have 
JJroved powerless agamst it. We can count even today on two 
and a half milliOill VOlters. If it ccmtinues Jin this fashion, by the 
end of ·the cellltury we' shall conquer the greater part -0£ the micl­
dle section of society, petity bourgeois and small peasants, and 
gr�w into ithe decisive power irn the land, hefore which all other 
-powers will have to b.o.w, ;whether they Hke :iJt or no-t. To keep 
.!Jh.is .growith "going without mterruption runtil of iltself it gets be­
Y?�d the. -control o.f the ruling g-0-vemmeillta.l system [not to fritter 
.�ay th4 daily increasing sh.1Jck 1orc.e in advance guard fight­
�ng, but to keep it intact until the ·day of the decision,,� !ihat 
is. our maia:J. task. And there is 01I1ly one means- by whkh the 
.steady rise -0f the socialist figihting forces in Germany rouLcl be 
mpmentarily naltoo, and even thrown back for some :time : a cla3h 
-on a big scale with :the military, a .b1.00ciha:th liike that of 1871 in 
Paris. In the I-Ong :ziun that wo�ld als-o be '

over.come. Tll shoot o.ut 
·Of the wiorld a pa.xity which nU1ID!bers millions.-,all the magaziine 
rifl� of Europe and Amerka, a.re not enough for this. But the 

+10rmal developmerl't wo.uld ·he impeded, [the shock force would, 
perhaps, T!Qt be available aJ the critical moment,] the decisive 
stnuggle * w.ou1d be delayed, pr:ooracbed and �tllenc)ed by heavy 
sacrifioes. 

The irony of world history tums everything upside down. We, 
'!he ".r.ev.olrutionaries," the "rebels"--iwe are thriving far better 
on legal methods than on illegal methods and revolt. The par­
ties of order, as they call themsdves, are perishing under the 

"' In the falsified text, the words "die EntscheiJ,u,ng" (the decision) have 
:been substituted for "der Entscheidungskampf' (the decisive struggle) .  
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legal conditions created hy themselves. They cry despairingly 
with Odil"On Bax:rot : la Ugalite nous tue, ·legality is :the death 
of us; .whereas we, .under this 1egail:i!ty, .get firm muscles and 
!l'OSY cheeks and look like eternal 1i.fe. And if we 81I'e not so. 
crazy as to .Jet ourselves ·be driven into street fighting in <1rcrer 
to please rthem, it.hen ino.thing else is futally left for them ibut 
themselves to ibreak through this legality so fatal .to them. 

Meanwhile they make new lawoS aga:im'Slt irevolution. Again 
everyithing is tumed upside d<>Wn. These ,!l!lllti:-revolt fanatics of 
itoday, are !they oot themselves the ire:bels oi£ yesterday? Have 
we, .pereh8Jll1Ce, evoked the civil war of 1866? Have we dri'V'ell 
the King of Hanover, <The .Elector :of Hesse, the Duke of Nassau 
from their hereditary, lww.ful d-OIIDains, and iamiexed these hered­
itary domains? And do these rrebels against the German Confeder­
ation and three crowns. iby the igfrace of God oomplain of over­
throw ? Quis tulerit Grricchos de sedi,tWne q1rerentes? * Who. 
could allo.w the Bismarclc rworshippers to .rail a:t revoLt? 

Let them, neveiitheless, put through their anti-revoLt bill� 
:make 1them still ;worse, .tJransfo:rnn ·the whole pe:nal law into 
india-ir:uihber, ,they will achieve nothing ibut a new proof of .their 
impotence. In order seriously to hilt Social-Democracy, they will 
have t<> resort to quire other measures. They can only h<>ld in 
check the Social-Dem.OOI18.tic revolt which is j.ust n:vw doing s°' 
well by keeping withln the law, by rev<>lt <>n tlie .part of the 
parties of oo-der, which camrot live without breaking. the laws. 
Her.r Rossler, the P!MlSSia.n bureaucr.ait, and Herr von B01g11s­
lawski, the Prussian general, ibave shOIWD. them the only way in 
whfoh the iW�rlcers, who refuse to let themselves h.e lured into 
street fighting, �an still, iperhaps, he he1d in check. Breech of 
the oon.stitutfon, mdatoTship, return to absolutism, regis voluntas 
suprema lex! * *  Th.erefor.e, only courage, gentlemen ; here is IlO' 
backing out of it ; here yoru are in for iit ! 

But do noit forget that the German Empire, j.ust as all small 
states and generally all modern s!Jates, is a pr.oduct of contract ; 
of the collltra� firstly, of the princes wi1:h one another and,. 

* Who would suffer the Graccbi to complain of sedition? 
** The King's will is the supreme law. 
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-,;iecondly, -Of the princes with Jthe rpeople. lf 01De side ibrealc5 the 
contract, tlb.e whole -contra�t faHs ri:o the ,grouru:l ; the other siidil 
iS then also no longer bound [as Bismarck showed us so beauti­
fully in 1866. If, therefore, you break the constitution of the 
Rekh, then the Social-Democracy is free, can do and refrain 
from doing what it wul as against you. But what it will do then 
'i,t will hardly give a.way to you t.o-day !] . 

It is now, almost to the year, sixteen hundred yea.rs since a 
dangerous party -Olf irev<J.lt made a gireaJt commotion in the Roman 
Empire. It undermined religion and all the foundairi-0n5 of the 
stare ; it flatly denied >that Cmsar's will was the supreme law ; it 
was without a fatherland, imernaJtional ; it �pread iQVer all coun­
tries of the Empire from Gaul to Asia, ·and beyond the fr-O!llltiiers 
of the Empiire. It had long oorried on an undergrouru:l agitation 
in secret ; for ·a consider.able time, h-01Wever, it ha<l felt itself 
strong enough Ito oome out into the -0pen. This party 1>f revol,t, 

who were known by the name of christians, was also strongly 
rq>resented in the army ; whole legions rwere christian. When 
lthey w.ere oroered to atltie!nid the saori:ficita.l ceremociies of the 
pagan esm:bl1shed chur<:h, in order t1> do the hon01Urs ther.e, 1lbe 
aoldier rebels had the audacity to stiok peculiar emblems-­
crosses-an their helmets in protest. ,Even the WOlllted barrack 
cruelties of theiir rnperior offioers rwere fruitless. The Emperor 
Diooletian oould no longer quietly looik. on while order, obedi­
ence and cliscilpline. in his army were heing .undermined. He 
intervened energetically, while there rwas still time. He passed 
an a.mi-Socialist, I should say '81Ilti.-christian, faw. Ute meetings 
of _the r.ehels were forhidden, their meetinig halls were closed or 
even pulled down, the christian badges, crosses, etc. ,  were, like 
the red handkerchiefs in Saxony, 'Prohibited. Christians were de­
clared in<:apmble of holding offices in the state, they were not to 
he alfowed even to become corporals. Since there wer.e nQt avail­
�le at that time judges so well trained in "r.espect of persons" 
as Her.r voo KoHer's anti.-reve>lt bill 15 ass,umes, the christians 
were foribidden out of ihamd to seek justice before a cour.t. This 
exceptioool law iw.as al.so without effect. The christians tore it 
dCJIWn from the walls with soo:m ; they are even supposed to 
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have ibunnt tlJe Empe:rior's palace in Nicomeclia orer his head. 
Then the .Latter _revenged himself iby t:be great .persecution of chris· 
tians in the year 303, according to our .ohrono1e>gy. It was the 

· J.ast of :iJts kind. Aod it was so effective thait sev.enttt.n years later 
t.be army consisted overwhelmingly of chri.stiao.s, and the suc­
ceeding autocrat of the whole Roman Em;pire, Constantine, 
called t!he Great iby it� priests, proclaimed christi&iity as 'llhe 
.stalte religion. 

F. ENGELS 
London, March 6, 1895. 
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FROM FEBRUARY TO JUNE 1848 

·.·.··· .. .... (From Number l) 

:/:i'W.ith the exception of a few short ch·apters, every important 
el!.l'.hof the annals o.f the revolution from 1848 to 1849 carries 
q:,e .l}eading : De£eat of the reV"oluti.on ! 

.• >Bll!t what succumbed in these defeats was not the revolution. 
If was .the .pre-revolutionairy tra:ditfonal appenda.ges, results of 
sc?cial relatl-0nships, which had not yet oome to the point of 
��ar.p class '3Jltagonism&---:persons, illusions, conceptions, pr-0jects, 
(r.o,rri Wlhich the revolutionary party :befoxe the February Revolu­
��-01} :was not free, £r001 which h oould be freed, not by the 
�Jgtory of February, but only by a series of defeats. 
O:lll a word : ,revolutionary advance made headway not ,by its 

1$.JD�iate tmgi-comic aJChievements, ..but on the contrary .by 4:he 
�J;�fion of a powerful, united counter-revolution, ·by the crea­
� 9f am. oppo.nent, by fightLng whom the party of revolt first 
#p�d into a real rev-0lutionary party. 
Jto .�rove this is the task of the following pages. 

L THE DEFEAT OF JUNE 1848 

: ·After the July Revolution, when the Liberal banker, Laffitte, 
l�d rhis godfather, the Duke of Orleans, in triumph to 1the Hotel 
?� Ville,* he let fall th-e words : "From now on the OOnkers will 
�#l�." Laffitte had betmyed the secret of the revolution.18 
/; �(.was not the French bourp;eoisie that ruled under L-Ouis 

��ippe, but a fraction of it, bankers, Stock Exdian.gie kings, 
;�641'\Y'ay kings, o�rs of ooal and iron works 'and forests, a. 
:Section of landed pr·oiprietors that rallied TOund them-the so· 
�H¥ finance aristocracy. It sat on the thr<>ne, it dictated law.; 
:A.town Hall 

clll.ss Struggles in France 3 33 



34 THE CLASS STRUGGLES IN FRANCE 

in the Chambers, it conferred political posts from cabinet port­
folios to the tOlhacce> bureau. 

The real industrial be>urgeoisie formed part of the official -0p­
p�ition, i.e., it was represented only as a minority in the Cham­
bers. Its oppo.sitiOlll was expressed all the more -decisively, the 
more unaHoyed the autocracy of the finani:\e a.ristocracy became, 
and the moire it itself .imagined that its abmination over the 
workmg-'Class was ensured af.ter lt�e mutinies of 1832, 1834 and: 
1839,17 which h.ad ibeen drowned in blood. Grandin, the Rouen 
manufacturer, the most fanatical lirustrument of h.ouligeois reaction, 
in the Constituent Assembly, as well as in the liegislati� Natio.nal 
Assembly,18 wa3 the m<1st violent oppommt of Guizot in the 
Chamber. of Deputies. Leon Faucher, later ·renowned for hls im­
p<Jtent endeavours to push himself forward as the Gufaot of the 
French counter·reV10lution, in the last days of Louis Philippe, 
wagied a wa·r of the pen for industry against speculation and its 
train bearer, rthe government, Bastiat agitated against the rulinig 
system in the name of Bordeaux 19 and !t:he wlhofo -Of winie-pro­
clucing France. 

Th.e petty bourgeoisie of all . degrees, and the ·peasantry abo, 
were completely excluded from political p-0wer. ·Finally, in the 
official oppo.sition or entirely outside the pays legal,20 there were 
the ideological xepresmtatives .md 5J>0kesmen of ithe iahovie cla.ss� 
their savants, lawyers, doctors, -etc., in a word : their so-called 
talents. 

The July mona.rehy, owing Ito its :financial 1I1eed, was depen· 
dent from the beginning on :the :big bourgeoisie, and its depend­
ence on the big bourgeoisie was the inexhaustible source of a 
gi!OwIDg financial need. It was impossible to subordinate state 
administration ito � interests of national prodm:�o-n, without 
balancing the :budget, e!ltablishing a balance between state ex­
penses !B.lld income. And how was this balance to be established, 
wiitl1out Jimting state expenditure, i.e., without encroaching on 
irn.erests which were so may suppoots o-f the ;ruling system, and 
withcmt ll"edistributing taxes, i.e., without rputtinrg a considerable 
share of th.e burden of taxes ou the shoulders of the hig bour­
geoisie itself? 
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Rather the fraotion of the hourigeoisi.e tha.t ·ruled a:nid Iegis· 
lated thr-0ugh thie Chambers hail a direct mterest i.n state indebted­

ness •. The state deficit was even the main ohject of ibS speculSJtion 
and played the .chief role .in its enrichment. At .the end of ea.eh 
year a new deficit. After expixy of four -0r five yeaTs a new 
l oan. And every new lo81n offered new opportunities to the finance 
aristocracy for defrauding the state which was kept artificially 
on the verge of han:kiruptcy-it had .to contra<:t with the baJllkers 
under the most .un:tia.Vta.ll:I'a.ble conditions. Ea.eh new loan gave a 
further opportunity for pLundering the pubUic that had invested 
its ea.pita.I in state bonds, Jiy stock exohange man·ipulalfons intC> 
the secrets of which the government an<l the maj ority in the 
Chambers were admitted. In general, the fluctuation i>f state 
credits and the possession of state secrets -gave the bankers and 
'their associates in the Chambers an<l on the thr.one ·the 1possibil­
ity of evoking su<lden, extraordinary fluctuaitions in the quota­
tions of state bonds, the result af which was always bound to be 
the rum of ia ma,ss of smaller .capitalists and the fabulously •mpi<l 
enrichment of the bi.g gamblers. If rthe stare deficit rwas in the 
direct interest of ;the ruling fraction of ithe houI1gebisie, then it 
is clear why e:x;tra-0rdmary state expenditure in the last yeairs of 
Louis Phili'Ppe'·s goV'emment was .far more than double ithe ex­
traoJldi!niary stare expenditure under Na.p-0leon, indeed reached a 
yearly SIUlil -0f nearly 400,000,000 fran�s, .whereas the whole an­
nual export 'Olf .Fl'ance seldom attained a volume amounting tO> 
750,000,000 francs. The enormous sums whlch, in this way, 
flowed 1Jhr-0ugh the hands of rthe state, faciliitatled, moiredver, 
swindling contracts for deliveries, bribery, def.a.loations and all 
kinds of roguery. The <lefirauding of the state, just as it oc­
curred .on a Ja.rge scale in co.nnection ·with loans, was re�ted in 
detail, ilil the state works. The relationship between Chamber 
and government muLtiplie<l .itself as the relationship bt:tween in.cJi­
vidual departmeillts rand individool entrepreneurs. 

In the same way as the ruling class exploited stia1Je expendi­
ture in general and sitate 1-0ans, they expil.ooted the building of 
railways. Too Chambers p�lied the main buraens on the state, and 
seour.ed the golden fruiits to the specuJ.ating .finanoe ·aristocracy. 
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One recalls the scandals in the Chamber of Deputies, when by 
cham.ce :it came out that all the members of the majority, incl,ud­
iing a number of mim.ister..s, had taken ·pa.rt as sha.reholders in 
rlle 'very �ailway -construction which as legislators they caused 
to be Cll!I'ried but afterwairds at :t!he co.st of 4:he state. 

On .the other hand, the .smallest finamcial refcmn was wrecked 
by rthe influence orf it.he hankers. For example, the ip-OS'tal reform . 

Rothsichild proteslled. Wa.s it .permi&Silble for the stare to {:Urtail 
sowices of income out of which interest was to ibe paid 'on i�s 
ever increasing debt? 

The July mOl!la(fohy was mJthin.g other tham. ia joint stot:k com­

pa.iny for the exploitation of Freooh national ·wealth, the divi­
dends of whi-ch wer.e diviided amongst minis.� Chambers, 
240,000 voters and their adherents. Louis PMlippe was the direc• 
ror of this company-Robert Macaire�1 on the thr.one. Trade, :im­
dustry, aigricultiure, shipping, tihe interests oif the i<ndustrial ·boor­
georisie, were :boiun:-0 ll!o be .oontinualoly .prej udioed and endiangered 
under this system. The bourgeoisie in the July d�y.s had i.inscribed 

on �IJS banner: gouvernement a bon marche, cli.eaip go�mmen.t. 
While ,the finance aristocracy ma.de the laws, was at the head 

of the ·administraticm of the State, had comma.nod of all the 00'· 
ga.nised puhJ.ic powers, dOlllllinated plllhlfo opinfon thr-01Ugh facts 
aru:l through the press, the same ipiI'Osti.tuti.on, the same shame­
less ohea.ting, the s� mama Ito get rioh was repeated in 
·ev.ery sphere, from the Court to the Cafe Borgne,22 to get rich 
not by produiction, hut .by ,pocketing tlie already availa:ble wealth 
of others. In partilaular there broke cmt, at the top of bourgeois 
society, an unibridlied display -Of unhealthy and dissolute appe­
ti1tes, which clashed every moment with the !boiurigeois laws :them­
selves, wherein tJhe wealth having its source in gambling .natu­
rally seeb i.ts mtli-sd'.a®on., .where pl681SUJre becomes crapuleux, " 
where gold, .dirt and blood flow togetlher. The finance aristoc.r.acy, 
in its mode of acquisition as ,well as in :in:s pleasures, is nothing 
but the resurre{:tion of the lumpen .pr()letaria:t at the top -0f 
bourgeois society. t 

And the. non-ruling sections of the FreillCh bl)urgeoisie oried : 
* Debauched. 
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oorrupn:ion ! ·The people cried : a bas les grands voleurs ! a bas 
les assassins! • when in 1847, on the most 1prominent stages of 
bourgeois society, the same scenes were publicly enacted whioh 
regularly lead the lumpen rp-roleta.riat to brothels, to workhouses 
:md lunatic asylums, before t:he Bench, to bagnos ** and t:o the 
scaffold. The industrial· bcmrgeoisie saw its interests enda:ngered, 
t-he .petty .bourgeoisie was fil'led with rn-Oll'lll;l indi.gnatfon, ·the 
imagination of ihe people was offended, Paris was flooded with 
pamphlets--" la dynastie Rothschild,'� "les juif s rois de l' e poque" 
etc.*" ·»-in which the rule <Jf the .finance arist�racy was de­
nouooed 'll.tld stigmatised with greaiter or less ·wit. 

Rien pour la gk>ire! Glory brings no profit ! La paix partout 
et touj<>urs! * * *""' War depresses the que>tations oo the Three and 
:Fom per Cents ! the Fra•nce of .ithe Bo-urse Jews had inscriib.ed on 
her banner. Her foreign p<ilicy W38 rtlberef oo-e l<>st in a series of 
mortifications to F.rench nati.C>n:al feelinig, wihich ·reacted aH the 
me>re vigowusly when the T-0.bhery of P.olan-cl was brought to an 
ena with the annexation of Craoow hy Aus.t.riia, and when 
Guizot came oot actively on the side 0£ the Holy Alliance23 in 
the Swiss sepairatist war. 11he victory o.f the SwiSiS lilierals in 
t11is imimfo war raised the self·respect of .the hourgeois opposi· 
tion .in France ; .the bloody uprising of the people in Palermo 
worked like an electric shock QIIl the :paralysed masses of '1Jhe 
prople and a.w-Oke their g.reait '!evolutiOIIla·ry menwries am pas­
sions.**·• * *  

The eruption o f  the :general <liscon'bent was :finally '31CCelera1ecl 
and the sentiment for �vok ripened by two econoonic world· 
events. 

The potato blight 8llld the baa harvests o.f 1845 and 1846 in-

* Down with the big thieves, down with the assassins! 
°"* Bagno : in france, formerly, one of the prisons substituted for the 

galleys. • 

*"''" The Rothschild dynasty, the Jewish kings of the epoch. 
* * "' * Peace everywhere and always. 
* • * '" '"  Annexation of Cracow by Austria in agreement with Russia and 

Pru�sia on November 11, 1846.-Swiss separatist war, November 4 to 22, 
1847.-Ris:ing in Palermo January 12. 1848; end of January nine days' 
bombardnient of the town by the Neapolitans. [Footnote of Frederic.k 
Engels.] 
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creased the general ferment among the peoiple. The high cost of 
living of 1847 ea.I.led forth bloody conflicts in F,rance as well as 
on the rest rof the Continent. As against the roameless orgies of 
the finance aristocracy, the struggle of the people for the first 
necessities <Jf life! At Buzangais the hunger rfotens executed ; 24 
iu Paris the over·saitiated escrocs * snatched from the courts by 
the Royal family. 

The second great economic event whioh hastened ilhe ootbreak 
of the revoLution, W35 a generial commercial and industrial crisis 
:iln Erugland. Already heralded in the autumn 'O!f 1845 by the 
whe>lesale reverses of the speculators in railway shares, delayed 
during 1846 by ·a number of incidents sucli. as tile impending 
ab.oliti00t of the com duties, m the autumn of 1847 the crisis 
finally .burst rfoirth with the bankruptcy of !!he Loooon grocers, 
on the heels � which followed the ineolvencies of the l�nd 
ha:nks and the dosirug of the factories in the English industrial 
districts. The after·effect of ithis crisis on the Continent had not 
yiet spe1llt itsdf when the February Revolution ibroke out. 

The devastation. e>f trade and industry caused by the .econOODic 
epidemic made the autocracy of the fioonce aristocracy still 
more unbeairaMe. Throughout the whole of Franoe the bour­

.geois opipositicm evoked the hanquet ag.itati.om for 8lil elector.al re­
form which should win for them the majority in the Chambers 

and oiverthr{)(W the �ry of · the Bourse. In P.a:ris the in­
dustrial crisis had, in particular, ithe result of throwing a num­
ber o.f manwaicturers and big traders, cwho under the existing 
c.iircumstnnoes could no longer do iany business in the foreign 
market, on to the home market. They set up farge establish­
ments, the .competition of which ruined the epici-ers and bouti­
qiders ** en masse. Hence the innumerable bankruptcies among 
this section of the Paris bourgeoisie, and hence tlleir revolution­
ary action in February. J.t is known ho,w Guizot and the Cham­
bers answiered the ref:o.rm proposaJki wiith a plain .ahiallenge,25 
how Louis Phllippe llOo late xeS10.lv.ed on a Ministry led iby Bar­
rot,28 ho-w ham.d-toJhand fighting took iplace between it:he peo-

* Swindlers.-Ed. 
* "'  Grocers and shopkeepers. 
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ple and the army, •how the '81I'll1Y was disarmed by the passive 
conduct of the National Guard, how the July monarchy had •to 
give way. to a P1rovisiional Government. 

The Provisfo111al Go.vernment which mner.ged from the Feb" 
ruary barricades, neoassarily' mirrored in its oomfrosition the 
different parties. which shared in the victory. It could not be 
anything hut a compromise between the different classes whlch 
together had overtll!l"D.ed the July throne, but whose interests 
were mutually anta.gonistic. A I.arge maj-ority ·Of its members 
(:Onsisted of representatives of ithe .boungeoisie. The republican 
petty bourgeo-isile were represented hy Ledru-Re>llin ia.nd Flocon, 
the reipuhlican bour;geoisie by the people £r-om the National,21 
the dynastic opposition 28 by Cremieux, Dupont de l'Eure, etc. 
The working class had only <trwo r.epresentatives, Louis Slane 
and Albert. Fina.Hy, Lamartine .as a member of the Provisi-e>nal 
Government ; tliat wais actually no. real interest, no definite class 
that was the February Revolution itself, the common uprising 
-with its illusions, its 1poetry, its imagined oontent and its phrases. 
For the rest, the spokesman -0£ the Febnuwry Revolution, by hi;; 
position and his views, belonged to the bour.geoi.si.e. 

If Paris, a.s a result  <Ii p()Htioal -0entrali1Satio.n� irules France, 
the workers, in moments of revoluti-Onary ea.iithquakes, rule 
Paris. The first act in the " life '1)f the Pro.visional Government 
was an attempt to escape from this O'Ver.powering influenoe, by 
an appeal from intoxicaited Paris to se>ber France. La.martine 
<li.s,puted the ri1ght of the hairricade fighters to procJ.aim the re­
publfo, on the gr<mnd that only the .majority of Frenchmen had 
thall: right ; they must await their ve>tes, the Parisian proletariat 
must not besmiroh its victocy iby a usurpation. The bourgeoisie 
.allowed the proletariat only e>ne usurpation-that -of fightirug. 

Up to noon on February 25, the republic had n-0t yet been 
proclaimed ; on the O'ther hand, the who.le of the Ministries had 
already heen divi�ed. lllIDOD:g the bourgeois elements of the Pro­
visional Government and among the generals, bl1ill.kers and lawyeris. 
of the National. BUJt the w-e>rkers were .this time determined not 
to put u.p with any swindliinig like tha,t of July 1890.:9 They 
w.ere xea<ly to take up rthe fight anew and to enforce the ::e-
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public iby .force of arms. W�th this message, Raspail betook 
himseld' to the Hotel de Ville. In the name of the Parisian 
proletariat he commanded the Provisional Government ito pro­
cla:im the repubHc ; if this order of the ipeople were not ful­
filled within two ho.ur,s, he would ietlim iat the 'head' of 200,000 
men. The bodies of r!ihe fallen were scarrely cold, ,the ibarricade!'-­
were not yet cleared away, the wo.rkers not yet disarmed, a.ncl 
the only foroe whi<:h oould be '.Olpposed to 1lhem was the National 
Guard. Under these circumstances the prudent state doubts and: 
j uristic scrup·les of coru;cience of the Provisional Government 
suddenly vanished. Tihe inte.J'Vlal of two hour$ had not expired 
before all the walls of Paris :were .resplendent with the tr.emen­
dl()Us hlstxHiiioal wOII'ids : 

Republique fran�aise ! Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite! 
Evm1. the memory of the limited aims and motives whiichi 

drove ithe bourgeoisie into the February Revolution was ex­
tinguished by the proclamation 0£ the republic on the ·basis <>f 
uniiversal suffo:aigie. Instead of a fow small fractions of the 
oou.rigeoisie, .whole cl.asses of F.r.ench society were suddenly­
hurled into the. circle o.f political power, forred to leave ·the­
hoxes, il!he staUs and !the gaUe.ry and to act in persoo upon the: 
revoJutiona.ry stage! With ithe ronstitutiona1 monarchy the sem­
blance o£ a state power independenJtiy confronting hourgeo.is. 
society aJ.so vanished, as iwell as the wh<1le series o£ subordinate 
struggles whkh this semblance of p<>wer called forth! 

The proletariat, by dictaJting the ·repuMic to the P.-ovis· 
iorial Government a:nd clirough the Provisional Government to· 
the whole of F'ranoe, stepped into !the foregro.und forthw1th as: 
an independenit :party, ibU!t at the same time challenged the 
whole -0f ho1?rgeois France to enter the lists ·aigainsn: it. What it 
W!>ri wa.s the tor,raiin for the fight for iits revolutionary emancipa­
tion, hut in no. way this ema.n.ciipaltion .i.tself ! 

The first thing that !the February repuhlfo had rto do was, 
rather tt<1 c<>mplete !the rule of !the hourigooisie by allowing, ibe­
sides the finance aristocracy, all ,the propertied classes to enter 
the circle of politfoal pe>wer. The majority of lthe 1great land-

* French Repllblic ! Liberty, Equality, Fraternity !-Ed. 
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owners, the Legitim:\sts, �re emancipal'ed from ithe .political 
niullid:y to which they had boon condiemn.ed. hy the July M-0n­
eir.ahy. N-0it for DJO.thing ih:aid the Gazette de Franc.e ao agitate� 
fa1 .commcm wiith the o:p-pooition p21pers, not for :I11othing had 
La.ro.ohe-Jaquelin taken the side of it.he revolll'l::ion in tl1.e session 
of ithe Ghamher of Deputies on February 241lb. The nominal 
propriet<>ir·s, who fo:mn tthe great majority <>f rth.e French .p.eople, 
the peais3iD1ts, were rput :by universal suffrage in the p 06iti-0n of 
azrb.iiters of the fare o.f foranoe. The Febru8JI'y republic finally 
broughJt it.he lI'ule of the bourgeoisie dearly into prominence, 
sinoe it struck -0-ff the crOiWIIl .behind which Capital kept itself 
concea:led. 

Just as •the rworkers in rthe July days had fought and won the 
bourgeois monarchy, so in 1the Februairy days they fou�ht 'and w.on 
the hourgoois republic. Just as the July monarchy had .to proclaim 
itself ais a monarchy SUN·01Uooed hy republiican :insti.tufions, so 
the Fehruary republic was forced to proclaim itself a republic 
SUl'll'<>uru:led hy soci.a.l instin:utfons. The Parisian rproletairilrt com­
pelled .this conceissi.on, too. 

Marcbie, a worker, dictatt:ed the decree by which the newly 
fomned Provis!onal Go-vemment pledged itself to secure the 
existence of the workers by work, to iprovicle wC>.rk for all citi-
7Jells, e!Jc. And when, .a few days 1'811:.er, i:t fol'go.t ilts promises 
and seemed .  Ito have lost sight of the :proletariat, a mass of 
20,000 workers ma,rched on the Hotel de Vi.Jle with the cry : 
011ganilsaltion -Of labour! Fcmnati-On o;f a special Ministry of 
Labo.u.r ! The Pxovisioii..al Government, with reluctance and after 
lon.g d.ebatJes, nomina:ted a permanent, special commission, 

chaiged rwiih 6.ndi.nig means of iim.proving the lot of tlie work­
i·ng classes ! 'This coownission consisted � delegates from the 
co.rpor.altions of Parisian artisans 81Ild was ipresidoo over by 
Louis Blan'C131 and Alhert. The Luxembourg was assigned to it 
as a meeting place. In this w.ay the representatives -0.f the .work­
ing class were exiled from lbhe seat of the P.rovisional Covern­
inent, the houtgeois sootion of which held ithe real !state pGwer 
and the !reins of administration exdushrely ]n its hands, and 
side .by side with the Ministries of Fin81I1Ce, Trade and Public 
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'l'orks, side by side with the banks and the bourse, there arose a 
.s.ociialmt synag°'oaue whose high priests, Louis Bla.nc and Albert, 
ha.cl .the wk -Od di'SCo.ve:r.ing the rpromised Land, of preaching ·the 

new gospel and of occupying ·the .a:ttention of the Pairisman prole­
taTioat. Unlike ·ain:y profane state ipo.wer, they ihad no budget, 
no executive authority at their dispoeal. Wi.tih their heads they 
had to 1hreak the ipillairs of bourgeois society. While Luxem­
bourg soiught the phifosopher "s stone, in the Hotel de Ville they 
minted the CUJ're<nit coinage. 

And yet illhe .elms <>f the Parisian pr-0leta.riat, so far as they 
wen!I: beyond the bo'Urge<>i.s republic, could win no other e:x:i'St­
ence than the nebulous -one of !the Luxembourg. 

In coonmon. w.ith itJhe hourgeoi.sie 1lhe workers had made the 
February .Rev<>lut:ion, an<l a1ongsiide the bourgeoisie they sought 
to put through their iDJterests, just 115 they had installed a work­
er in rllhe Pr-0visional Government itself alongside .the bourgeois 
majority. Organisation of labour! But wage labour is the existing, 
bouTgeois .organisation ·of Labour. Without it there is ru> capital, 
no bourgeoisie, no bourgeois .society. Their own Ministry of 

Labour! But the Ministries of Finance, of 'Ihde, of Public 
Works-are not these the bourgeois Minisb'ies of Labo:ur? And 
alongsi.cle these a .pr.olet111Tian Min!istry of Lslbour must be a 
Ministry of impotenoe, a Ministry .o.f •pious wishes, a oommisoion 
of the LuxembO!Urg. Just as .the iwo:rike:r.s thought to emancipate 
themselves side by rule ·with the obou.rgeoisie, so they Qpined ·they 
would h.e able to consummate a ,proletarian !revolution within 
the nationSJl walls of France, side by side with ·the remaining 
bourgeois nation.s. But Fll'ench production .relations .are con.di­
tioned by the foreign trade of F:rance, by ib.er ipo.sitfon on the 
wodd market and the laws cltereol; ihow should France break 
them wit.hoot a European revol'll�ionary war, which would strike 
back at the despot of the iw.orld ma.rket, Engla;n.d? 

A class in which the revolutionary interests of society are 
con.centra.t.ed, so SOO'Il as it has risen up, finds directly in its 
own situation ithe conrerut arid the material of its rev-0lutionary 
activity :  foes to be laid low, measures, diotated by the needs 
of the Struggle, to 00 taken ; the OOri&equences Of its QWn deeds 
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drive id: -OD. It makes no theoretical inquiries into its own .task. 
The French. -workmg class had not .a.ttiained this standpoint ; id: 
was still mcap.able o.f o&'Ccompiishing its own I1evolution. 

The development of the irndustrial ·proleitariait is, in general, 
conditioned . iby llb.e deveJ.OtpIDent of the indusltrial .bourgeoisie. 

Only under its rule the prole!tariat wins tlhe extensive national 
existmce, which can raise its ·revolution ito a national one and 
itself creates the modern means of .pr·oouctioo, which become 
jUISt so many means of its revolutionary emancipation. Only 
bourgeois .rule ;tea.rs up illh.e 1r-0ote -0f feudal society and levels 
the ,ground on wlciich a 1proletari.ain rev<>lu1t.ion is alone possible. 
In Fr.a.nice industry · is more developed and tlie bourgeoisie more 
revolu�ionary ,tham, elsewhere OIIl the Corutinent. But was not tthe 
-February Revolution directed immedi.aJtely against the finance 
aristoc:nacy? This faot proved ithat the industrial bourgeoisie· 
·did not rule France. The industrial bou:rigeoisie can only rule 
where mO:de.rn. industry shapes all ip:ro:perty relatioil8 in con­
formity with itself, and .iJn,dustry ca,n ()lllly win this power when 
it has conquered llhe wodid market, for national ·bounds .ace not 
wide enough for its developmeillL But Frenah industry, .to a 
great extent, .mairutains its command. even � the na.tional market 
·only Pir-0ugh a more <01r less mOOified system of prohibitive du· 
ties.32 If, .the+eifore, the F.renah �roletariat, at the moment of a 
rev-0].ution, possesses in Paris .aetual power and influence which 
spur it on to a drive �yon.d its means, in the rest of France it 
fa crowded into single, scattered industrial centres, being almost 
lost in the superior ;numibers oif •peasants and .petty bourgeois. 
The struggle against capital in its developed, modern form, 
in its cubntinatirug phase the struggle of t!he industrial wage 
worker against the industrial bourgeois, is in France partially 
a fact, which after the f.ebrua:ry days c<>uld supply 11b:e national 
content of the •revolution so much the le5s, since the struggl-e 
against capital's secondary moiks -Off exploitation, tha.t of the 
peasants agiainst the '119Ury in -mortgages, Otf the pellty !bourgeois 
against the wholesale ·dealer, hanker and manllifa�turer, in a 
word, against bankruptcy, was still hidden in the general up· 
Tising against <the general finance aristocl'acy. N01.hing is more 
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understanda:ble, then, than that the Paris rpr<>letari<at sought to 
put through its own inter.ests along with those of the bour­
geoisie, insteeid of enforcing them as the revolutionary in­
terests of society itself, and ·that it let the ired flag re lowered' 
t-0 !!:he triooJ1our.as The . Ftrench workers could not ·otalce ia .step 
forward, co-ul<l not oouch a hair ·of the bourgeois order before 
the C'OUrse -O'f tllhe revoluti-O!ll had .forced ithe mass of ·the na.tion, 
�nts and petty bourgeois, stanrung ibelJween the proletariat 
11Dd the h01Urgeoisie and in revolot not against rthis or<ler, agm,n& 
tlre rule Off capital, to attach itself to the .iproletaria:t as its v.an-. 
,guard. The workers could only ib uy tthis victory tlirough the 
huge .defeat of June. 

To the Luxembourg commission, 1this oreation of t:Pe Paris 
workers, remains the memt -Of having disclosed from the Euro­
pean tribune the -secret of ithe revolruti.-0n -Of the nineteenth cen­
tury : .the emaJI11Ciipati.on -Oif the proletariat. The Moniteur raged 
when it had to propagate officially the "wild ·ravings" which 
up to tthat time lay buried in the apooryphal rwritings of the 
Socialists ·and only reached the ears of Jthe bourgeoisie from 
time .to time as remote, half te.mifying, half ludforous legends. 
Eu.rope awoke astonished from its bourgeois do:re. In tlihe ideas 
of the proletarians, therefore, who confused ithe finance .!1-risto­
cracy with the bour�i.siie in ·general ; in Jthe imagination of 
good old republicans who detnioo the very existence of classes 
or, at most, admitted !them as a result of the oonstitutional 
mo!lJ8.rehy; in the hypooritical .pb..rases of the sectioina of the 
rourgooisie Up till no:w excluded from pOIWer, ,the rule of .the 
bourgeoisie was abolished with the .llutirodiuction of the republic. 
All the royalists vrere transformed inll:o repuibliicans and all it.he 
millionaires .of Paris into workers. The phr.ase .whfoh corre­
sporu:led t<> this imaigined liquidation of dass relations iwas 
fraternite, universal fraternisation and ;brotherhood. This pleas­
anJI: abstractfon from class antagonisms, it.his sentimental equal­
isation of contradictory class Dniterests, this fantastic elevation 
ahove the class struggle, f raternite, this was the special catch-cry 
of the February RmroLutfon. The c1asses were divided hy a 
mere misi.mderstoanding and Lamar:tinie baptised the Provisi-Onal 
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Government cm February 24 as "un gouvernement qui suspende 
ce malentendu terrible qui existe entre les difjerentes classes."* 
The P.wris.fa.n pr-0leit.ariat revelled in tbiG generous int-0:xication 
of fraiternity. 

The J>rovisfonal Gnvermnent, on iJts side, once it was cam· 
pelled to proclaim ithe republic, did everyithi.n:g to make at a<:· 
«eptahle to the boor.gieoisie a.nd rto the :provinces. The bloody 
terror of it.he first French republic was disavowed hy the aboli· 
tion of the deaith penalJty for ;politil08.l offences; the press was 
<>openoed dio alil opmi:ons ; the airmy, the C01Urts, the admini.straticm 
remained with a :few exceptions in the hands .of ltMir -0ld <lignd· 
tariies ; :none of it.he July monarchy's great offenders was brought 
to :book. The bour.geois republicans of the National amused 
themselves by exchanging monarchist names and costumes for 
<0.ld republican ones. For therm the :republi'C was only a new 
ha:ll dr.ess for the old bO'llrgieo.i.s so.ciety. The yoWl:g irepublic 
soogiht its chief merit, not in being alarming, hut rather in 
-cGnstar,tly taking fright iJtself, and thrGugh the so.ft compliance 
and mn-res:ist>am.ce of its exisbenoe, sought to win existence a111d 
to disarm resistance. At hoone to the privileged classes, ahr-0ad 
to it.he .despotic ipowers, it w,as loudly ' announced tha.t the re­
public was of a pea:cefol nature. .Live and let live rwas its motto. 
In addiJt:ion thereto, shortly afrer the February Revolull:ion ithe 
Germans, Poles, Auslrla.ns, Hungari� and Italians irevolted,114 
.each people :iin aooordance willh its :immediate situaition. Russi.a 
and England-the latter itself .aigitate<V5 the former -cowed­
were nOll: prepared. The repuh1ic, therefore, had no nallfonal 
enemy. Consequently, there were no great foreign c1>mplications 
which cou1d fire tlie energies, hasten the revo-Lutionary process, 
drive the Provisional Government forrwar.d or thrOIW it over· 
bGll:I'd. The Parisian pr-0leta1rfat, rwhfoh recognised its own crea· 
tion in the republic, riaituraHy ®Cclmed ea.eh act. of the Provi· 
siona.l GGvernmeIIJI: which allowed iii: to take its pl·aoe more 
easi'Iy in bourgeois .society. It williinigly allo.wed melf to be 
employed on .police servioe by

, 
Ca'Ussicliere, in order to protect 

.... A government that removes this terrible misunderstanding which ex· 
ists between different classes.-Ed. 
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property in Pa.ris, just as 1t allowed Loui..s Bl81Itc ro arbitrate 
wage -disputes between workers and mast-ers. It was .iits point 
d' honneur "' to preserve unblemished llhe hoUJrgeois honour of 
the republic in <the eyes -0f Europe. 

The republic en.countered no resistance either a.broad Oil' at 
home. It was thereby disumed. Its task rwas no l-0nger the rev· 
olutionary .transformation of the world, it was only .to adapt it· 
self to the relations of bourgeois society. Concerning the fa:naitic­
ism with which the Provisionial Ge>Vlemment uru:lert.ook this task, 
there !is oo more eloquent restimony :than itJs :fmancial measures. 

Public and private credit were naturally shatter.eel. Public 
credilt rests on wnfideooe 'that ithe sta.te iwill allow itself :to he 
exploit.eel by the Jews o.f finance . .Bwt the old sl)ate had vanished 
and tthe rev-0lution was .directed above e.ll against the finance 
aristocracy. The vilirait:i-oru; of tihe la.sit Euroipean oommeiicial 
crisis had not yet ceased. -Bankruptcy still fo.Howed bankruptcy. 

Private credit was therefore paralysed, circulation .resitriicted, 
production ait a standstill before the February Revolution broke 
out. The revolutiO!Illalry crisis increased the commercial crisis. 
And if private credit rests !()(Il confidence that bourgeois produc­
ti001 to rthe full extent of its relations, that the bourgeois order, 
is untouched and inviolable, rwhat effect must a revolution have 
had, which questioned the basis of ho.urgeo-is production, the 
economic slavery -0£ tthe ipro]etariat, and set up against the 
Bourse .the sphinx o.f the Luxerrihoorg? The uprisi:ng of the 
pr-0letariat is the ahoHtioo. of hour.geois credWt ; for :it is ithe 
abolition of .bourgeois production and its order. Public and 
private .credit are ilihe ecooctm.ic il!hermometer, iby ·w:hich the in· 
tensity oo a revolutfon can he measured. To ithe same degree as 
they fall, the glow an-d .generative force of the revolution ·rises. 

'f.he Provisional Government wanted to strip the ·republic of 
its anti.-bourg�s appearance. And so it had, .aihove all, to try 
to ens.ure the exchange value of this new fmm -0f sta.te, its 
quaitat�on on the Bourse. With ithe ourrent qu-0tati-0n of the 
reipuhlic on the Bourse, private �redit necessarily rose again. 

In order to tum aside 'llhe very suspicion thaot it would not 
" Point of honour.-Ed. 
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or could no-t oomply with the ohli;g.ati<>ll.5 asSU!IDed by the mon­
.allchy, in o.rder to build up cO!OJfidem.re in hour.geois morality 
and capacity 1to pay, the Provii.sicmal Governmmt took refuge in 
a 0hoast as undignified as :iit was childish. J.n advance of the legal 
date of pay·ment they ipa.iid out 5%, 4%% and 4% :interest to 
the state creditors. The bourgeois apiom:b, the self-respect of 
the capiitalists suddenly awoke when they sa.w ·the anxious haste 

with which it was sought (to buy t!heir confidence. 
The financial ernharroassmenit of the Provisional Government 

was illatw-ally not -lessened •by a theatrical stroke which robbed 

it ·  of its stock of ready icash. The £.nancial pinch could no lo-nig· 
er be co.ncealed and ·petlty hourogeois, domestic .servants and 
workers had to pay for the ·pleasant surprise which had been 
prepared for ithe state creditors. 

The savings ibank hooks with an amount <>f more than ooe 
hundred francs wa-e declared !110 longer changeable mt<l gold. 
The sums deposited in :the savings banks were .confiscated and 
by decree m-.ansformed into unredeemable state debt. Thi5 em· 
bittered the a1rea.dy hard pressed petty bo-urgeQis against illhe 

republic. S:inre he received, .in place �f his savings ihank ibooks, 
state debt oel'ltifi.cates, he was forced to igo oo the Bourse in 
Oll'der 1t-0 sell them and in this way delivered . hlmself directly 
:init-o the hands of the Bourse Jews, against whom he had made 
the February Revolution. 

The finance aristocracy which ruled under the July monBll'.chy 
had its high church i!l1 :the Bank. Just as the Bourse .governs 
stilite credit, the Bank governs commercial credit. 

The Bank, direatly rthrea.rened not only in its rule, but in its 
very exi5renrce, by the February Rev()1u:tion, tried from the he· 
ginning to discredi•t il:he republi1c hy making the fack -0f credit 
general. It suddenly withdrew the credits of the 'hankers, the 
manufacturers and the merchants. This manoeuvre, as it did 
n ot immediately call forth a counrer-reroluticm, necessairily 
.rea.c:ted -0n the Bank itself. The capita.lists drew out the money 
which they had depo-siited in the vaults of the Bank. The pos· 
sessors e>f bank notes rushed the pay -0ffice in order to change 
them for gold and silver. 



48 THE CLASS STRUGGLES IN FRANCE 

The Prorwsfona.l Go.ve:rnmenrf: could, wi'lhout forcible inter­
fereooe, force the Bank intto hank.rup\tey" in a legal manner ; it 
had ooly ,to remlrin ;passive and leave ithe Bank to its fate. The 
bankruptcy of the Bank-that was the deluge whiah i:n a tI'ice 
would sweep away fr-0m French soil the ·firum.ce aristocracy, .the 
mo& powerful ·8Jlld dangerous enemy of the <repuhlfo, t:be ·golden 
pedestal of the July monarchy. And OIIlJCe the Hank was bank­
rupt, the bourgeoisie itself would have 11:-0 regaird it as a last, 
desperate attempt at rescue if the government formed a national 
bank and subjected national credit to the control of the nation. 

The · Pr-0.visional Government, on the oontrary, fixed a com­
pulsory quotation for the notes of �he Bank. It did more. It 
transformed all provincial hanks into hrancheis of ithe Banque 
de France w and allowed it t-0 caist ib.5' net over ,the whole of 
France. Later it pledged rth.e state ·forestS to the Bank as a 
guarantee for a loan that ilt cootracrted from it. In thl.5 way It.he 
February Revolution directly strengthened ·and enlarged the 
bankocracy whioh it was to have -0verthra.wn. 

Meanwhile the Provisional Go.vernment WlliS bowed bene8Jth 
the hlll'den of a ·g.rowing deficit. In vai1n it begged f"?ir patriotic 
sacTmoes. Only the workers ithrew in their alms. Recourse had 
to be had to an heroic measure, to imposinion of a new tax. 
But whom to tax? The Bourse wolves, the bank kings, the 
state creditors, the rentiers, the manufa.aturers ?  Thalt was oot 
the way to ingratiate The republic with the bourgeoisie. That 
meacrJ1t, on il:he one hand, Ito endanger state crediit aind com­
mercial credit, which, on the other haru:l, it was sought to pur­
chase with such great sacrifices .arul humiliations. But some one 
had - to fork oot the cash. Wh-0 was sacrifioed Ito bou·rgeois 
credit ? Jacques le bonhcmme,38 the peasant. 

The Pil'ovisfonal Government imposed an additional tax of 45 
amtimes in the franc on the four direct taxes. The government 
p.ress humbugged the Paiis proletariat into rthlnking ithat this 
tax would fall for preference on the biig landed :property, on 
th� posses30Ts of the milliard granted by the Restoration. But 
in truth it hit the peasarut class a.hove all, i.e., the large maj-0r-

. "' Bank of France. 
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ity of 1the French peo,ple. They had .to pay the oosts of the 
F'eJbruary ·Jlevolution ; in ,!Jhem the oounter--rev-0lution gained its 
.ma.in matemal. The 45 .oein:times tax was a life question for the 
French peasant ; he made it a life question for rthe republic. 
From that moonenit the republic meant the 45 centimes tax f.a.r 
!the French peasant, and he saw · in tthe Paris pioletari21t it.he 
spendthrift who did ibimself well at his expense. 

Whereas the Rev<>lution of 1789 be©an by shaking the feudal 
hurdems off the peaaan.ts, the revolUJtion of 1848 announced it­
self witth a new ita.x on the rural population, .in order not to 
end.anger capital and keep its state machine going.�7 

There was only one means by whi-ch the Provisional Govern­
ment could Mt aside all these inconveniences and }erk t>he state 
out of iJts -0ld rut-the declar.alti-0n of state bankruptcy. We re­
call how Ledru-Roll.itn in the National Assembly subsequently 
.recited ot-00 virtuous indignation wiith which he repudiated this 
demand of the BoU:rSe J.ew, F<1uld, now French ,finance Minister. 

Fould had handed him the apple from the tree of knowledge. 
The Provisional Government:, having !honoured the hill dr81Wil 

on the state by the old bourgeois society, succumbed to the 
latter. It had become the ha.rd pressed debto-r o.f boU1rgeois society 
instead Gf confronting it as the pressing creditar that ha.cl to 
'collect :the lfevolu:ti'OOUU'Y debts of many years. It had Ito oon­
solidate the shaky boUTgeois irelationship, in order to fulfil 
obligSJtions which are .only t-0 be fuHillecl within these relatfon­
sbi.ps. Credit becomes a condition of life for it and the oon­
oessions to the proletariat, the prnmises made to it, become so 
many fetters Wlhich had to be struck .  off. The .emancipation of 
the 'W'O:rker,s.--even as a phras�became an UJDheaJra:ble danger 
t-0 it.he -Ille'W republic, for it 1was a standing prolleist aga.ixist the 
restoration of credit, which rests on undisturbed � untroubled 
recognition of. the existing eccxnomic class rela.tiOO:S, Therefore, 
.iit !Wa.s neressary to have done wiith the ;workers. 

The February Reve>l.uJtion had cast rthe army out of Paris. 
The Nati-on.al Guard, i.e., 11he houngeoisie in its different grades, 
formed the sole po.wer. Alone, hc�wever, i1t did not feel it-sel.f 

a match for the proletariait. M-0:reover, it was f.oroed slo.wly 
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and hit by bit to open its ranks and allow armed proletarians 
to enter .!!he Natfonal Guard. albeit aflller the moot tienaci()us 
resista:noe and after iSetting uip a hrmdred differenJt obstacles. 
There consequ�Ly remai.n.ed hut one :way out :  to set one part 
of :the proletariat against the -O!ther. 

for ·t!his rpurpooe the Pr.ovisional Governmem foIJIIJed 24 ibat­
talicms of Mobile Guards, ea.eh of a thou.sand men, -0ut of young 
men from 15 to 20 years. They ibefo1n.ged for the most rpart to 
the lumpen.proletariat, which, in all big town-s form a mass 
strictly <liffere:ntiatied flI"Om the induslicial proletariat, a recl'uilt­
iin.g ground for tlrieves and criminals ()If all kindr:i, living on the 
crumbs -of BO:Ciety, peoiple without a definii:t.e trade, vagabonds, 
gens .sans f eu et san a.veu, * wli:h CHffenmces accordinig Ito the 
degree of civilisation ad' the nation to which they •beilong, hut 
never renouncing their la.zzarvmi ** .character ; at the youthful 
a:ge at whkh the Provisional Gooernment recruited tthem, 
thoro-u@l.ly malleable, capable .of rth.e most heroic deeds and the 
most m:alted sacrifices, as of the basest baru:litry a.00. the dirtiest 
C()rruption. The Pll"ovisona.l Go.vemmenl!: 1paid them 1 .fralliC 50 
centimes ia day, i.e., it bought llili.em. It gave them their -o-wn 
uni.form, i.e., it 1IDade them outWrardly distinct f,rom 1lhe hlo:use 
of the worker.s. They had assigned to ·them as Leaders, pa.rtly 
officers .from ,the standing a.rmy; partly it.hey themselves elected 
young sons of .the oouTgeoisie whose .rhooomontades about death 
for the fabher.land 8J[ld dev:otiion 4io the republic ca.pliviated them. 

And .so the Paris p:r:oletariiat was comrOillted with an army, 
dra'W'n from it-s own midst, of 24,000 yo.wig, Strong ianid fool· 
hardy men. It .gave cheer.s. fm the Mohile Guard on its marches 
Lhr-01Ugh Pairis. It recogni.sed in iJt iits champfons ·Of the barri· 
ca:des. Tu: regarded it as the proletarian. guard in oippositi-0n to 
the ihoul"geoois Naitfonal Guu.d. lits error was pardonable. 

Besides the Mobile Guard, the Gove:rnmemt deoiide<l. Ito gather 
l"Ol!ITI.d iitself BIIl industrial army of worlreris. A hundred 1thou­
Mnd workers ithro;wn on the streets ·thr-0ugh the crisis and the 
1evolution were enrolled by the Minister Marie in so-called Na-

.. Fo]k without fire or without faith, i.e., rabble. 
* *  Lazzaroni : boboes of Naples.-Ed. 
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tlonal Ateliers.* Under this �and name w.as hidden nothlng 
hut the employment of the worker$ on te.di:ous, moootooous, un­
proouctiive earthworks ail: a wage af 23 sous. English work­
lwuses in the .open-tha.t is what these National Ateliers were. 
Thie Provisiional Govern:mentt beldeved that it had formed .in 

them a second iprotetari.an army agafost tire '\V.Orke11S :themselves. 
This time the bourgeoisie :was mistaken in the Natfonal Ateliers� 
just .  as the wwkeris were mistJaken in the M<>bile GU&I'd. It had 
created an army for mutiny. 

But one purpooe wa.s a'Ohieved. 
National Ateliers-that was .the name .of the peoiplie's work­

shops, which Louis Blanc ·pr.eached in the Luxmnhourg. The 
Ateliers of Marie, devised in direct anta;goorism to the Luxem­
bourg, thanks to the common name, offered occasion for a 
plot of er.r-0rsi worthy of the Spanish oomedy -0-f servants. The 
P,rovi:sfonal Gov1emment itself searetly 1spread the report that 
these National Ateliers were the discovery -Of Louis Blanc, and 
thl.s seemed the more plausible because Louis Blanc, 1!he prophet 
o.f illhe National Ateliers, w.ais a member of the Provisiona:l Gav­
ernQlent. And m ithe half ;naive, half i-ntientfonal con.£usion of 
the Paris 00.Urg.eoi.isie, in .the artifida.lly maintained -0:pinfon of 
F1razwe and of Eur-0tpe, these worlchouses were ithe first .realisation 
of socialism, which rwas put in the pillory with them. 

In .tl1ei1r title, though not in their content, the National 
At,eliers were tlhe embodied pr-0tesit of the prolieta.riat aga:iinst 
hourgeods mduSltry, hour.goo.is credit and the bou'Ilgeoi·s republic. 
The whole hate of the bourgieo.i.sie was theref.o·re turned upon 
them. At the same time, ilt had found in them tihe point against 
whlch it could di!reat .the a.ttaiek, as soon as it was strong en-0u� 
to break ope<Idy with the Fehru.a.ry iillusi<ms. All the disoonrent, 
all the ill ilwmoor -0f the petty hoorgieo.is •was simultaneously 
directed against these N&i<>nal Ateliers, the CO'IllmO'll !target. 
With real fury ·they reclroned up tl1e sums that the proletarian 
loafers swallowed, while their own sit.uaition became daily 
more unIDeMable. A &.aite pension for sham labour, that is so· 
dalism ! they grow led to themselves. They sought the basis of 

*National Workshops.-Ed. 
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illheiT misery in .the Naticmal Ateliers, .the declarat.i.<>ns o.f the 
-Luxemhouqg, the marches CJlf the workellS through P.aris. And 
no � was more fam.tasti.-c about the alleged ma.chinaiti'OIJL5 -0£ 
�he Commumsts lt.han ·the petty bourgeoisie who hovered hope· 
lessly on the brink of ibankrup.tcy. 

Thus in the a.pproaclllng melee hetw;een ·bourgeoisie and pro­
letariat, all the Mvantages, all the decisive posts, all the middle 
.sections of society were in the hands of the bourgeoisie, at the 
same time as the waves of .the February Revolution rose hlgh 
over the whole Continent, and ea.oh trew post, brought a new 
ib.ul1etliin oif ;revolutioo, now from ·ltaly, n-OIW from Germany, now 
from the iremotest parts -0£ South-Eastern Europe, and main1tained 
the 1general exuheranoe <>£ it.he people, giving it constant testi· 
m001y of a victory that it had already lost. 

Mareh 17 and April 16 were Jthe first skirmishes in the liig 
class struggle which the bourgeois 1repuhlic bid under its wings. 

Marolt 17 revealed rthe ra:mlbigu-ous situaJtion of the proletariat, 
which pennitted no decisive act. I-ts demonstration originally 
had the •purpose of pushing the P!I'OIV!isional Government hack on. 
oo the path of the revolution, of effectiing the exdusion of its 
bourgeois members accoo-ding to circumstances, a:nd of com­
pelling the postponea:mmJt -of the election days for 1the NaJt:iJonal 
A9semibly an.d Jthe Na1mcmal Guard. Bull: on Mareh 16 the hour· 

geoisie iI'epresented in the National Guard made a hostile demon­
sbra.tion agaimt the Pirovisional Government. With tihe cry :  
.a bas Ledru-Rollin!* it surged to the Hotel d e  Ville. And the 
people was forced, on March 17, t-0 shout: Long live Ledru· 
Rolliin!  Long live the Provisional Government! It was forced 
'to take sides agadnst the bourgeoisie w.ilth. the party of :the botir· 
geo.is republic, which seemed to it to be iu danger. It strength­
oened :the Provisi01Dal Government, instead of subordinating it to 
itiself. March 17 went off in a melodramatic scene, and if the 
Paris pro1'taria! on this day onl!e more displayed its giant 
i>ody, t!he bourgeoisie .both :imide and outside the Provisfonal 
Covemment were all the more determined .to break it. 

April 16 was a misun<l.erstanding organised 1by the Pro-

* Down with Ledru-Rollin.-Ed. 
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vi.siona:l Government and tihe b-ourgeoiJSie. The workers had 
·gadlhered in .gineat numbers in ithe Field -0-f ·Ma.TS and in the 
Hippodrome, in order :to prepare thei'l' selections for the g.eneral 
staff of the National Guard. Suddenly throughi>ut Paris, from 
-0ne end to the other, a ·rumour spread as quick •as lightning, to 
the effect that the workers had met, armed, in the Field of 
Mrars:, under ;the leader.ghip of Louis Blranc, Blram.qui, Cahet an<l 
Raspail, in oTder to maroh thence on the Hotel d,e Ville, over­
throw the Provisional Government and proclaim a Communist 
g<>'Wmlillent. The :general alarm is sounided-Ledrru-RoHin, Mwr• 
ra.st .and Lamartirne later contended for the hoo<>ur of hav:ing 
initiated this-in an hour 100,000 men are under arms; the 
Hotel de Ville is oocupied at all points by the Naitio"nal Guaro ; 
the cry : D()wn with the Commulllisl!Js! Down with Louis Blanc, 
with Blanqui, with Ra.spail, with Cabet l thunders throughout 
Paris, and innumerable deputa,.tions ·pay homage to the Pr� 
vrisiona:l Government, all rready to save the fatherland and 
society. When the workers finally appeared lbefl)re the Hotel de 
Vii.He, i:n order to hand over to .the Provisiional Gcwemment a 
pllJtrio.tk oollection which they had made in the Field of Mars. 
they learn to 'theirr amazement thwt bourgeois Pam had defeaited 
their shade>w in a very carefully calculated sham fight. The 
:terrible attempt of April 16 fom.ished the excuse for :re.calling 
the army :t-0 Paris-the actual purpose oif the clumsily oon­
structed comedy-and for the rea.otiooiary federalist demonstra­
tions im. the provinces. 

On May 4 the National Assembly met, the resuht <>if the diirect 
general electi-OrnS. Universal euffragt'! did ·not possess the magic 
power which r�publicans of the old schoe>l had ascrihed to it. 
They saw in the whole of France, at least in the majority of 
Frenchmen, citoyens * with the same inot�ests, the same under­
standing, etc. This was their cult ·of ithe pe().ple. Instead of 
their imaginary people1 the elections brought the real people 
to the � light of day, i.e.,_ irepreseintativ� -0f �e mfferent .classes 
into which it falls. We have sc>en why peasants and petty hD'llr­
gieOlis had to vote under the leadership -0£ a hourigeoisie spoiling 

* Citizens.-Ed. 
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:for fight and big landowner� frantic for restoration. But if 
universal suffrage was not the mirac11l<1us magic wand for whlich 
the republioan duffers had -taken it, it :possessed 1lb.e inc°'mpar­
ahly ,hj.gher meriia: of unchaillli111g the cla.ss struggle, C)f letting 
the nrious middle sections o.f petty-lbourgeois society .rapidly 
live through .their nlusioins and clisaippoi.n.tments; of tossing aill 
:he fractions Oof bhe .exploiting class at one throw ito the head of 
,flh.e state, .aa:JJd thus tearing from them itheiir treacherous m.ask. 
whereas the monarchy with it� prcperty qualification -only let 
definite fractforu; of the bourgeoisie c0<mpromi.se themselv·es, arid 
let the � lie hidden behind the scenes and surrounded rthem 
with the halo · <1£ a common opposition. 

In the COOU>tituent National Assembly, .wbkh met on May 4, 
the hourgeCl'is �ublicans, .the 'I'epublicains of the National 
had rl:he upper hand. Legitimists ·and even Orleanists at first 
only dared to shoiw themselves under the mask Cl'f hcmrgeois 
xepublicanism. Only in the name o£ the re;puhlk -could ithe 
fight against the prol-etaniat be undertaken. 

The republic d.aites fmm May 4, n<tt fwm Fel:lruary 25, i.e., 
the republic recognised by the Frrench people ; it is not tlte re­
public which the Paris P.roletar.iaJt :thrust upon the Provisional 
Government, oot lire ;repuhlic with social instltuticms, not tile 
dream picture which hovered before the fig1hter.s on the barri­
cades. The republic iproola.ianed by the National Assembly, the 
sole legitimate republic, is the :republic which is no revolution­
ary weapon against the bouxgeois ·birder, hut ·rather its ipoliltical 
reconstitution. the politfoal re-oonsoli:dati.oat °'f bourgeois society, 
in a word, ithe baurgeois republic. Fr-0m lthe :tribune °'f the Na­
ti.o.nta.l Assembly ,tlhis contienti-0n resounded and in !the entire 
republican and anti-Tepublia.n hou11g1eoiis ·press it found its echo. 

And we have seen how :the February repub.lic in reality was 
not and could' noll: ibe other than a bourgeois republic ; h-OIW the 
Prcrvisional Government, nJevertheless, wias forced by ·the lm· 
mediate pressure of the proletariat to '311lD.-OUillCe it as a republic 
w.ith rsooial iatstiitu:tions, h-OIW :the Paris iproletani.at ,was still in· 
capable of goiing beyond :the :bcnn1geois �u.blic otherwise than 
in ideas, in imagination ; how it everywhere acted in ii.ts service 
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w1hen iit really ea.me to �on ; how !the pr001ises made ito It 
beoame an unbearahle danger for the new republiic ;  he>w the 
whole life process of the Prnvisional Government was comprised 
in a continuous fight against the .demands oo the iproletariat. 

In the Natioi11Jal Assembly all Fnnce sat in jud.gment on 
the Paris proletariat. lit broke immed.iiarely with the social il· 
lusion-s of the F-ebruary Revolution ; it roundly proclaimed the 
boUJrgeois republic, ne>tlhiing but .tJhe bouxgeois republic. It at 
once excluded the representa.ti'Ves of the pralet8JI'iat, Loois Blanc 
and Albert, firom the Executiv.e Commission 1!11ppointed by it; 
iit illb:re:w Qut the proiposal of a special Labour M:iiniistry, and re­
oei<ved wi.th stormy applause the starement of the Miniater 
Trelat : "The question is merely one of ib-rin.ging la� hack 
to i·ts o Id con diitiOl!l.S." 

But all this was not enaugh. Tibe February 1repuhliic wa.s won 
by the workers with the ipassive support of i!:he !bourgooisie. The 
prolietarians regarded themselves, and rightly, as the victors of 
February, and 1ihey made the proud claims e>f victors. They 
had Ito be vanquished on tthe streets, they had to be shown that 
they were worsted as S-Oon ais they fought, not with ibhe bO'llr­
gooisie, hut against the bourgeoisie. Just as the Fehruary re· 
public, with its sociaJist concessions, :required a battle of the 
pro1etariat, uni.ired with dlhe bourgeoisie, a.gafost monarohy, so 
a .second .battle was necessary in or.der to sever the .republic 
f�om :the sodalist .conoess1ons, in order to officially work out 
the bourgeois republic as dO'lllinant. The bourgeoisie had to re'. 
fute the .demands ·of the proletari1at iwith arms in its hands. And 
the ireal birthplace of the bourgeais republfo is n()t the February 
victory ; it is the June defeat. 

The piroleta.riat h3181tened .the .decision when. o.n the 15th of 
May, it pushed into the National Ass.embly, saught in vain to 
recaipture its revolutionary influence and only delivered its 
ener:getic leaders to ·llhe jailer1S of .the bourgeoisie.38 Il faul; en 
finir ! This situation must end ! With this -cry the National 
assembly gave vent to its determination to foroe the iproletariat 
inito a decisive sitruggle. The Executlve Commission issued a 
series of pro.vocative decrees, such as t.hat prohibiting congre-
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gati.on of the peorple, etc. From the tribune of the Constiituent 
National Assembly, the workers -were diirectly prov-0loed, insulted 
amd derided. But !the ir.eal tpoiimJt of the attaok was, as we ihave 
seen, :the Naticmal Ateliers. The .Constituent Nati.O!Ib3.l Assembly 
imperiClfUiSly pointed these out tto !llhe Executi:ve Commission, 
which only waited to bear its 01Wn plan put for.ward as the com­
_mand -Of the National Assembly. 

The Executive Commission began by making entry iilll:o ithe 
Nati-Olrul.l Ateliers more difficult, by turning the day wage into 
a pieoe wage, by hrunishing woikers no.t horn lin Pa:nis to Sologne, 
ostensibly for the -constructiQn <lf earthworks. These earth­
woik.s were oo.ly a rhetorical formula with which to gloss QV'er 
their expulsion, as the workers, ireturnmg disillusioned, an­
nounced t-0 their comrades. Finally, ,on June 21, 1a dem-ee 
appeared in the Moniteur, which ordered the forcible e:x;pulsion 
of 'all unmarried workeris froon the National Ateliers, or their 
enrolmenil: in the army. 

The workers 'were lclt no c}iofoe: they had to starve '¥ start 
to fight. They answered on June 22 with the tremendous in­
BUJ.Tection in which illh.e first great battle was joined between 
ithe two classes that split modern ·society. It wa.s a fight for the 
preservation or .a.nnihi.Jati001 of the hourgeo.is -Oa"der. The veil 
that shrouded the 1republic was oom Ito pieces. 

It as well known how ithe WQrkers, with unexampled bravery 
and talerut, without chiefs, without a comm001 plan., without 
rueam.s and, for the most part, l acking weapons, hel<l in check 
for .five days the army, the M01bi1e Guard, the Parisian National 
Guard, and :the National Guwr.d tliat streamed in from the prov­
inces. It iis well known how the ·boucr.-geoisie compensated itself 
for the morital anguish it undernent by unh�rd of hrutaJity, 
and massacred over 3,000 prisoners. 

The -0fficial repreS'en1atives of French democI'acy were steeped 
in repuibliJCan ideofogy to such an extent 1lh111t it was only some 
weeks la1ter that :they began to ihave an inkling of the meanfog 
of .the June fight. They were stupefied hy the gunpowder smoke 
i'n which thcir fantastic .republic <lissolved. 

The immediate impression which the news of the June defea·t 
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made oo us, the reader wiH all-OM us to describe in :!he words 
of die N. Rh. Z .... 

The last official remnant of the February Revolution, the Executive 
Commission, has melted away, like an apparition, before the seriousness 
of events. The firewr•rks of Lamartine have turned into the war rockets 
of Cavaignac. Fratemite, the fraternity of antagonistic classes of which 
one exploits the other, this fratemite, proclaimed in February, written 
in capitai letters on the brow of PariS, on every prison, on every bar­
racks-its true, unadulterated, its prosaic expression is civil war, civil 
war in its most fearful form, the war of labour and capital. This frater· 
nity fia.med in front of all the windows of Paris on the evening of June 25, 
when the Paris of the bourgeoisie was illwninated, whilst the Paris of 
the proletariat burnt, bled, moaned. Fraternity endured just as long as 
the ii:iterests of · the bourgeoisie were in ft!aternity with the inte.rcsts of 
the proletariat.-Pedants of the old revolutionary traditions of 1793 ; so­
cialist doctrinaires who begged at the doors of the bourgeoisie on behalf 
of the people and were allowed to .preach long sermons and to comr.romise 
themselves SIS long as the proletarian lion had to be lulled to steep; re­
publicans who demanded the old bourgeois order in its entirety, with the 
exception of the crowned head; adherents of the dynasty among the 
opposition upon whom fortune foisted the overthrow of the dynasty in· 
stead of a change of Ministers ; Legitimfats who wanted, not to throw 
away the livery, but to change its cut, these were the alllies with whom 
the people made its February.-The February Revolution wBJS the beauti­
ful revolution, the revolution of universal sympathy, because t11e an­
tagmrisms, wbich had flared up in it against the monarchy, slumbered 
peacefully side by side, still undeveloped, because the social struggle 
which formed its background had won only a joyous existence, an ex­
istence of phrases, of words. The June revolution is the ugly revolution, 
the repu1sive revolution, because things have taken the place of phrases, be­
cause the republic uncovered the head of the monster itself, by striking 
off the crown that shielded and concealed it.-Order l was the battle cry 
of Guizot. Order ! cried Sehastiani,39 the follower of Guizot, when· War­
saw became Russian. Order ! shouts Cavaignac, the brutal echo of the 
French National Assembly and of the republican bourgeoisie. Order ! 
thundered his gra;pe..shot, as it ripped up the body of lthe proletariat. None. 
of the numerous revolutions of the French bourgeoisie since 1789 was an 
attack on order ; for they allowed the rule of the class, they allowed 
the slavery of the workers, they allowed the bourgeois order to endure, 
however often the political form of this rule and of this slavery changed. 
June has attacked this order. Woe to · June ! (N. Rh.. Z., June 29, 1848.) 

Woe .to Jtme ! xeJechoes Europe. 
The Paris proletariat was foroed into the June dnsuNectliOOl 

·,. Neue Rheinische Zeitung. 
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by the homgeoisi.e. In tlUs lay its doom. Neither .iits immediate, 
admitted needs d:r:ove iJt to ·want to w:i:n ithe forcible overthrow 
of the bourgeoisie, nor was ilt equal :to :this taiSk. The M cmiteur 
had tc> in.f.()rm it -0fficiaUy .that the time rwas past when the 
-republic saw any oocasi.on to do honour to its iH.usions, and its 
defeat first oonvinced ill: oaf ·the truth that it.he sli.gbtest improve· 
me:nt in its positiQn remains :an utopi-a witihin the .bourgeois 
republic, an utopia lbhat becomes a crime as socm as it wiants to 
realise it. In place of its d�di&, exuberant in form, but petty 
and even still bouITgeois in oontenit, the cO!IliCessiion of which 1t 
wanred to wring from ithe February republic, there aippeared the 
bold slogan .00 r.evol:uJtioUnmy stiruggle: Overthrow of the bour­
geoisie! Dictator.ship of the working cla.ss ! 

By making �ts ibur.iiail pl1ooe the hirtih place of the houz;geois 
:republ.fo, the .proletaaiait compelled the latter to come out forth­
with in its pure for.m as the state whose admitted objeot is to 
perpetuate the rule of capital, the slavery � labour. With con­
stant regard to the scarred, irreconciliaihle, uI11Conquereible eniemy 
-unoonquera!hle because .its existence is the condition of its own 
life-lbo-W"geois rule, freed frrOl[I] all Cettiers, rwas bound -te> tum 
immediately into bourgeois terrorism. With the proletariat 
removed for the time being froon the stage and bourgeois dic­
tatorship .recognised o!OOially, the middle sections, in the mass, 
bad more oand more to si.de wi1h the proletariat as their position 
became more unbearable and their cantag<mism to the ibourigeoisie 
beoame more .acute. Ju..st as earli'fQ' in its upeur.ge, so now �ey 
had ro ,find in its defeat the cau9e of itheir misery. 

If the June insurrection ll'ais.ed the self-reliance of the bour­
geoisie all O'V'er the Colitiment, and caused it to league itself 
openly with the feudal monarchy against the poople, what was 
·the first sacrifice to this amance? The Collltinental he>urgeoisie 
itself. The June -defeat prevented it from conso:lidating 0ilts rule 
and from ·bringing tlhe pe�le half satis·fied and half out of 
humour, to a standstill at the lowest stage of the :hou-ngeois revo­
ll·ution. 

Finally, the defea.t of June divulged to the despotic 'Powens -0f 
Europe the secret ,that Franoe un-der all conditions must main-
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mm peace aibr<>ad in order .t<> ibe able ro wage ci:vil iwar at home. 
Thus the peoples who Tua.cl ibegun tthe fight for !their national fo. 
�dence were aba.OOIO!llJelCl to the superfor ipower of Russia, 
Austria ,and Pirussia, hut, at the same !time, rthe fate Qof these 
'natiooal revolu.tioo.s was subordinaited to the f:ate of the pro1e· 
tarian ll'ievoluti<>n., robbed of its ;aipparent independenoel, its inde· 
pen.denoe of the great social revioliution. The Hungarian shall 111.ot 
1be frree, nor tihe Pole, nor the Italian, as olong as ,the worker 
remains ia slave! 40 

Finally, ,with the victory oo tibe Holy ABiian,ce, Eur�pe 1took 
on a .form that makes evea-y firesih ;proletariian upheaval in Fira.'l'lCe 
directly coi.ncicle with a world war. The n-ew French :revoluri-0n 
is forced to leaive its riati.'onal soil fortlhwith 8i!lid conquer the 
Eur� terrain, oo. whiich a:IO'Ille !the revolutiotn of ·the nine· 
teenth :eentlury oan he ca11ried .tlm'Olllgh. 

Only through the defeat -0f June, tlierefio.re, were all tthe con· 
dillions created under whlch F113a1!Ce ca.n seize the :initiative ·Of the 
EurQpean revolution. Only after ,baptism in 'the blo-od of the 
June insurg.ents .did the tricoloor become ilJhe flag ()( the Euro· 
IPE6D irevolu!ti.on-the red flag. 

And w.e �ry : The revolution is dead!-u:mg live the revo· 
lu.tWn! 



II 

FROM JUNE 1848 TO JUNE 13, 1849 

(From Number 11) 

February 25, 1848, had granted the republic to France, June 
25 .thrust thie .rev-0luttfon on her. And ;revolution, after June, 
meant: overthri:1W of bourgeois society, whereas, before Febru­
ary, it had meant ov.ertluow of rthe form of state. 

The June fight had been led by :the repuhlican fraction of the 
bourgeoisie ; wi11h vdctory, the state power inevita.bly fell to i!ts 
share. The state of siege laid PSJris, gagged, unresisti:ng ia.t its 
feet, and run the provinces there was a moral state of .siege, rthe 
thr.ea.tening, brutal arroganoe -0f the victorious bourgeoisie and 
the :unleashed property fanaticism 'Of the peasants. No danger, 

therefore, fcrom below ! 
The smashdng of the rev-oluttionary force of the workers simul­

taneously shattered tile political influence .of tlie democ.ra-tic 
republicans, i.e., of the republicans in the sense of the petty 
oourgeoisie, who were rep.resented in the Executive Commission 
by Ledru·Rollin, in the Con.stituent National AssemJ:ily by the 
party of the Mountain and in the press by the Reforme.11 Togethu 
with the bourgeois republdcans they luad .conspired on April 16 
against llihe :proletariat, together wfaih them they had warred 
atgainst it in the June days. Thus they themselves blasted the 
background a;ga.iinist which their 'Pa?ty stood out as ia p<iwer, for 
the petty he>lN'geoisie can qnly preserve ·a revolutionary attitude 
to mhe boorgieoisie as loog as tlie 'Proletariat stands behind it. 
They were dismissed. The s.haim alliance which t:he bourgeois re­
publicans, reluctantly and with :reservations, concluded with them 
during the epoch of the P.rovisi,e>nal Government and the Execu· 
rive Commission was openly broken by the bourgeois . republicans. 

60 
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Spurned and :repulsed as allies, ·they sank down to subordinate 
heI!J(jhmen <>£ 1lhe tricolour, fn>m whicih they could not wring 
any concessions, bu:t the domimiation of which they had. :to sup­
port whenever this, and with it the republic, was rput in question 
by the anti-republican bourgeois factions. Fin.ally, these factions, 
the Orleanists and the Legitimists, found themselves, as a maJtter 
of course, in a minority in 1lhe ConstituenJt National Assembly. 
Before the June days, they themselves only dared t<> react under 
the mask of hoW"geois .republicanism ; ·the June vfobory aH'O'Wed. 
for a moment. the whole of bourgeois Fra.noe to greet its deliv­
erer in .Cavai.gmac,12 and iw.hen, sh10rtly &fter ·the June days, the 
anti-'I'epuhlicans reconstituted themselves as a.n independent party, 
the military dici>ator.ship a:nd .the state <>f siege in .Paris permitted 
it to put out its antenn� only very timidly and bashfully. 

Since 1830, the bourgeois republican fraction, with ills writers, 
ilts speaker.s, its men <>f talenJt and ambition, its deputies, gen­
erals, hankers, and lawyers had grouped iotself round a Parisian 
j cmmal, .uhe Nati.anal. In the pr<>vinces this j ournal ihad its 
bTa.nch newspapers. The coterie of the National was ihe dy­
niasty of the tricoloor republic. It immediately took possession 
-0£ all state <>flices, .of the ministries, the prefecture of .police, thei 
p-0st-office management, the positions of .prefect, the higher posts 
of army officers now vacant. At the head of the execul!i.ve p<>wer 
stood its general, Cavaignac ; its editor en chef,;i:. Marrast, be· 
eame permanent president of the Constituent National Assembly. 
At the same time, as master of -0eremonie.s in bis salons, he cIB,d 
the honours of the J1-0nest republic. 

Even .revolutiona.ry Frenoh writers a�, '315 it were, ·by the 
r6p-ubl.ica.n tradition, have encouraged the mistake that the iroyal­
ists dominated the Constituent National Assembly. On the· coo­
tTa.ry, a.fter the June days, the Constituent Assembly remained 
the eulmive represenbative of boungeois republicanism, an.cl it puot 
this fo11JOO forward all the more decidedly, 0the more ·the influence 
of the tricol1>uir republicans collapsed outside the Assembly. If 
the question was one e>f ma.im!taining the form of ithe hourgeo.i.s 
republic, then the Assembly had the v-0tes of the democraltic :re-

* In chief. 
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publicans at iits disposal ; if one of mainltaininig the c001teI11t, 
then even. it.s mode of speeah no long.er sepa:rated it fr<>-m the 
rory.a!list ibourgeois fia.ctiolliS. For the inlteres1" -0.f .tl1e .bourgeoisie,. 
the material conditions -0.f iits class rule .and class exploitatio� 
fo.mn precisely the oontent of the iboorgeois .£ep.uhlic. 

Therefore :iJt was not royalism, l>ut ho.urge<>is repuhlfoalllism 
wihich •WlliS irea.liis.ed in :!!he life and deeds of :this ColllStituent 
.Assembly, whlch finally did not dre, nor was lit killed, but 
simply .decayed. 

For the ent:i!re duration of its rule, as long as it played the 
prmci1pal and stare role on the proscenium, an Wllbr<>ken sacri­
ficial feast went -0n in ·tihe .background-the contilllual sentencing, 
by courts martial of the imprisoned Ju� insurgents .or their 
deportatiOlll with<mt triail. The Constituenfl: Ass-emhly had tlhe ta.et 
to admit than: in the insurgents of }Ulle it was nQ.t judgin:g crnni­
nals J:i.ut v.r:i,ping out enemies. 

The i£1rS!I: aot of the Constituenlt NatiOlrul.l Assembly was the 
setting :uip of a OOIIDi!Ilissi<>n of enquiry into !the events of June 
and. of May 15, and into the part played .by .the socialist and 
dem�atic par:ty l�ders during rthese days. The enquiry was 
<lirected against Louis BJ.am::, Ledru·R�Uin, aru:l Caussidiere. The 
bourgeois republic.ans burnt with impabiience to rid themselves 
of thege rivaJ.s. They could h.a.ve entruslied it.he venting o.£ their 
spleen t-0 no more suitable s.uibjiect than M. Odilon Harrot, tihe 
former chief of the dynastic oipp-0sition, the incarnation of lib­
eralism, ·the nullite grave,* it:be pr-0foundly shallow ipen;on, who 
not only had a dy.na.gty to revenge, but even ha.cl to settle ac­
counts iwriJbh the revolllllionarie.5 for thswar:ting his premiership. 
A sure guaraIJJtee of his relentlessness. Tihis Barrot was therefore 
appointed cha.ixman of the commission of enquiry, and ihe con­
structed a complete legal process against the February Revolution, 
which may be summarised thus : March 17, dem-0nS1tra1tion ; ApriT 
16, compii.recy ; May 15, attempt ; June 23, civil war! .. Why did 
he not stretch his ·erudite ireseairches int<> cl1iminal law as f.ar 
back as February 24? The Journal des Debats :answered : Feb­

ruary 24---ttluut is the foundation of Roone. The o:riiigin l(}f staites 
• Grave nullity.-Ed. 
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gets lost in a myth, in whlch o;ne may believe, hurt which <1ne 
ma.y not discuss. Louis Hlanc and Ga.ussidiere were handed over 
Ito the courts. The National Assembly oompleted the work .of 
clea.nsi:ng itself whicili. it had .bec,aun on May 15. 

'111le plan formed hy .the P;ro.visi-Olnal Government and again 
taken up iby Goudelhaux, o£ lta.Xing ca.pital-in the form of a 
moor.tgage tax-was rejeated by the Coni.titue.nt Assembly ; the 
law that limited the working day t.o ten hours was repealed ; 
imprisonment for debit was once mQre :introoooed ; ·the la� sec­
itfon of the Frencli population th.a!t oan neither :read nor write 
was excluded fr-Ollll the servioo of j.uries. Why nOIJ: from the firan­
chise also? Sureties fo.r journals were agalin deman-0.ed ; the •right 
of associaltiioin rwas :restrroted. 

But in iilieii:r haiste Ito give hack t-0 the ·old ibourgeois relation· 
ships their -0ld guaranit:ees, .and to wipe -o-Ujt ievery .tmce left be­
hind hy the waves of ltb.e revolution, tlte boor.geois repuhl�ans 
came up against an obsta:cle whioh .thirea!tened them witli unex­
pected da.n�r. 

No one had fought more fonatioa.lly in .the June days for .the 
sal varticm iof property and !the rest-0ratioo. of credit than the 
Parisian petty ihourgeo�s of cafes and restaurants, mar­
chands de vins,., small traders, shopkeepers, handicraftsmen, etc. 
The shopkeeper had ·pulled himself together and marclied against 
the harri.oade, m QII'der to restore the traffic which leads from 
the streets inA:o :the shop. But ihehin-d the iharricade stood the cus. 
tomers .am) the debtors; before it the oredlitors of .the shop. And 
when the har.rica.des ;were ltlhrown do.w.n and the 1worker.s w�e 
crushed and the shopkeepers, drunk with vfotory, rushed back .to 
their shops, they found the entr81Ilce :bamed ihy a savi.our o.f 
property, an official agent of credit, rwho presented ,!lhem wilth 
lthreateni.ng letrers : Overdue hill -Olf e:xchiamige ! Ovttdue hOiUse 
rent ! Overdllie pronrl5sory OO'te! Rmned shop ! Ruined shop­
Iooetper! 

Salvatiiion of pr-0-perty! But lthe ihouse in which they Jived was 
not theic prGperity ;  !the shap which they kept was ·not tihei.r' pr-Oip· 
enty ; the cO!lDmo<lities in which they dealt we:re IJ:Olt their prop­

* Wine merchants. 
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et1ty. Neither their business, nor !the plate from which they ate, 
nor the bed -0n which they slept belonged 'lie> them any longer. As 
against them, precisely this property had to be saved for the house 
owner, who l� lthe ho.use, for the hanker, wh-0 discounted the 
bills of ex�hange ; for .the caJ})italist, who ma:de the advances in 
cash ; for the manufacturer, who entruSlted ithe sale -Of the COllD· 
modities to these retailer5 ; for !the wholesale dealer, who had 
credited the �aw materials .to these handicraftsmen. Restoration 
-0f cr.eilit! But .credit, lha'Vin:g regained strength, proved atseLf a 
vigorous ahd jealous god, for it turned the dehtor who co·uld 
not pay £rom -OU!: of his fouir w.alls, with wife and chil<l, sur· 
.rendered his presumed property t-0- caip:iital, and lthrew the man 
himself into .the deblt-0rs' prison, which had once more reared 
itself threateningly over the corpses o{ It.he June insurgents. 

The petty :bourgoois saw wiith horror that, by striking down 
the workers., they had delivered l!ih.emselves up unresisting into 
the hainds o.f It.heir crediror.s. Their bankruptcy, wihich since Feb­
ruary had been dr.aigging on in ohronic fashion and had been 
apparently ignored, was o.p.enly declared after June. 

Their nominal property had been left unassailed as long as it 
w.as of ooo;sequence to drive them .to the b8illtlefield in the name 
of property. Now that .ihe great issue with rthe proletariat had 
been settled, the small matter of the grocer oou1d iin turn he 
settled. In Paris !the mass of lii:ahiiH:ties .amou:nltad to over 
21,000,000 francs ; in the iprovinces to <>Ver 11,000,000. Busine;s 

tenants of more than 7,000 Paras houses ihad not paid their 
rent 9Lnce February. 

While :the National Assembly had insti!tuted an enquiry into the 
politioal guilt b.eginntlrng with February; the petty ibourgoois, 
on their part, now demanded an enquiry in.to dlhe iciW.l <lebts up 
to February 24. They assembled en mtisse in the Bourse hall 
and tthreatemngly demanded on behalf of every dealer wh-0 
could provie that his bankruptcy was due solely to the sta.gna· 
tion caused by :the revo.Jutie>n, and ithat his business was good 
on February 24, a lengthening �f the terms of payment by judg­
ment of a commercial court and the compelling of the creditor, 
in consideranoo. IQ{ a moderate •percentage payment. to liquidate 
his claim. As a legisl!Mlive :proposal, this question was dealt 
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with in the Na.tiooa.l Assernbl y in the fo.l\l'.Il of concordats a 
I' amiable."' The Assembly vBcil1a.ted ; then dt suddenly di.sccwered 
that!, at the same tJi.me, a.t P.orte St. Den.is, thousands CJof wives and 
children of the insurgents lhiad 1prepaired an iamnesty petiti-o.n. 

In .the 1p:resence .of tihe resurrected specbre of Jun.e, the petty 
bourgeoisie tr.e:m:blecl and ·the Natiiomal Assembly a.gain Tetrieved 
its sternness. The concordats a l'am.iable, the fr:iiend1y understanding 
between credito.rs and debtors, was rej ected in its essential points. 

Thus, after the <i.60'.looramic repr.esenitanive.s e>f the -petty hour· 
gee>is had lo.ng ibeen repulsed by the ·repuhliican .representatives 
CJof the bou.rigieoisie within the NatiOI1Ja.l Assembly, this parlia­
mentary ibree.ch received its civil, .real economic meaninig, when 
the petty .bourgeois as debtors were handed CJover .to the bour­
geois as crediltors. A large pant of ,the form.ex were completely 
rumed a:nd the rem.aiinder rwere only allowed to continue their 
business under COII!ditlolllS wihlch made :tihem absolute :Serf.s of 
c31pital. On Augu.sit 22, 1848, the National Assembly rejectted 
the concordats ii f amiable; .on September 19, 1e48, in 'the midst 
of the statle ,of siiege, Prince LO'l.ltls BO'Ila.pairte and it.he prison.er 
e>f Vincennes, the Communist Raspail, were elec:tOOd as repre· 
sentatives of Paris. The he>ungeoisie, however, elected the Jewish 
moruey-changer and Orlearust, Foold. Fr-0m all sides at -0nce, 
therefore, open .declaration o.f war against the .Constituent Assem· 
hly, against boul'geois orepublioonioSIIl, a.giajnst Ca.v.aigna.c� 

l·t needs no ia.rgwnent to shOfW ho-w :the mass .bankruptcy of 
tih.e Paris petty bcnir.gioois was bound t!I> .pr-Odiuce its effects far 
beycmd its immediate vIDctims, and �onvulse .bourgeois commerce 
cmoe more, wh�le the state '<Ieficit was swollien anew by the 
<:o&s of the June insurrection, 8lilld 1the ·state income sank con­
tinuously throug;h· the !hold up of production, .the .restricted oon­
sµmption :and rthe deoreasilrig impo.11ts. Cavaignac aind the Na­
tional Asse:m:bly cou1d ihav:e· recourse ·only to the expedient of a 
niew loan, which foroed them still further_ under the yoke of 0the 
finance aristocr.aicy. 

If It.he petty hourgeoi&· had harvested bankruptcy . and _liegal 

"' Amicable agreements.-Ed. 
Class Struggles i11 France 5 
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liquidation as the fruit of the June victory, the Ja111issaries ·• of 
Cava.igna.c, 4Jhe M ohile Guards, found :their 1It6W18.rd in the soft 
arms of the courtesans and as "ithe youthful sa.V'ioors of society'' 
they received all lcind.s of he>ma.ge in l!ihe salons of Marrast, the 
gentilhomme*• of the .tricolouT, who at the same time served 
as the Amphitryon *** and •the .troubadour ·of the honest re­
public. Mean.while, this social favouritism and the dispropor­
tionately higher pay od the Mo.bile Guarcl em:btiJt:tered the army, 
while at the same ltime all 'llhosie national -illusfons vanished 
with which ibo.mgeois republicanism had been able to atta-ch to it­
self a part o.f t:he army a:nd \peasant class under Louis Philippe 
by means of iits journal, the National. The role .of memato-r 
whioh ·Cavaign:ac and the NaJtional Assembly played in North 
Italy, in Grder, :together •With England, to betray it to Austria­
t!his one day of rule destroyed eighteen years -0f -Opposition -0n 
the part ·of the NrJtional. No .g()vernment w:as less Dational than 
the National, none more dependenJt on England, and, under 
Louis Philippe, it lived by paraphrasing �ly the saying e>f 
Caito : Carthaginem esse delerr.dam:**** none was !IDO':re ser­
vile irowards iclre Broy Alliianoe, 11.Ild �t had demanded from a 
Gu17JO!t 'bh.e !tealr1ing up of ithe 'f.reait:im of Vietma. 0 The iirony of 
history made Ba:slli.de, the ex-Mitor for fureign aff.a.im of ithe 
NaJionul, !the Mi:Mster for F-0reign Affaims .of Erance, so that 
he might ·refU'te every one of .his a.Ittiicles in every one of his 
despatcltes. 

F-0r a moment, the army and the peasant class haid believed 
tha.t, .simultaneously with the rnillta.ry diotator&hiip, war abroad 
and the gloire ***** had been 'Placed Qn the -O"rder of ·the day 
in France. But Cava.ignac was not the dictatorship of the sabre 
oveir bourgeois society ; he was die dictat()mhip of the bour­
geoisie ll:hirough the sabre. And of the soldier they n·ow required 
only the gendarme. Cava.ignac conceared under the &'tern 

" Soldiers of the Turkish Guard.-Ed. 
* *  Nobleman.-Ed'. 
* *"' Host; entertainer after the fashion of the hero of Moliere's play. 

Amphitryon.-Ed. 
*"' "'* Carthage must be .destroyed. 
* * * *"' Glory. 
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features of old republican resiignallion humdrum submissi-On to 
the humiliating condimons of his bourgeois "Office. L'argent n'a 
pas de ma'i.tre! Money has no mas.ter! He idealised this old elec· 
tiion c.ry of the tie.rs·etat* u, in ,general, the C001....U.tue111t Assem­
bly did, by translating it 'into ·policical speech.: The hourgeo:isie 
has no king ;  the true form o0f its rule is the republic. 

And the "great or.game work" of !the Constituent Na1tional 
Assembly cOll15i&ted in working out this fo!11D, in 'Prooucin:g a 
republican coostitution. The re·C'hrisben!ing of the Christian 
oalienda.T as a repu:bltiean ione, of the saintly Baathofomew ·as the 
saintly R01bespi.erre made no more changre in the wind and 
weather .than this constitution made or was intended to make 
m bourgeois society. Where it wient heyo1n.d the change of 
co9tume, it put on .record the existing facts. Thus it solemnly 
registered the .fact of the republic, the fact of universal cruffra.ge, 
the fact oo a single so.vereign Nail!i.ona.l Assembly in place of 
two limited constituti·onal cham:bers. Thus it registered and 
regulalled the faot of the .dictatorship o.f C81Wlignac by replacing 
the statimtary, irrespcmsi!ble hereditaJry monarchy wiJth i•ti:nerant, 
resp001sib1e, electoral monarchy, with a qua.dirennial preside.qs:y. 
Thu.s, IJl-0 less, it elevated· t-0 ia. oonstitutiolllB.l law the fact of the 
extraonlinary powers 1With which the National Assembly, .aftier 
the shock of May 15 and June 25, ha.d -providently invested its 
presi.tl€nt in tlie interest o.f its -own seou.ri.ty. The ·rernaiuder of 
the co.nstirution was a work -0£ rrerminolo-gy. The royalist labels 
were .tom -0ff the machine <>f the old monarchy and republican 
labels were stuck oo.. M.anast, former ediit(}r-m-dhief of the 
National, nOIW edit-0r en chef -0f the ccmstitution, acquitted him· 
self -0f this a-cademic task not witllOlllt talent. 

The Constituent Assembly resembled rthart .Ch:ilian officiarl who 
wanted to Teigulaite prOlpel'ty .relations in land mo.re firmly hy 
a C3dastral " survey, j:ust ait d:he moment when subterranean rum­
blings had already aJlll()UJ'IJCed the volcanic erupti-0n that was 
to hurl a.way the lan<l itself from under his f�. While in 
theory it accurately measured the forms in which the riILe of 
the bourgeoisie found republican expressi-On, in reality i.t hel.d 

• Third estate. 
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its own only ·by .the SU5pensi.on of all for;mulas, by force sans 
phrase,* hy the sta:te of siegie. Two days :beifoire it began its 
WlO!rk on the oonstiituti.<J111, it proc1aimed liits permanency. Former­
ly, constitutions rhad been made and adopted as soon as the 
social .prooesis -Of Tev-0lutii-0n had reached a point ol Test, the 
newly formed class relationships had established th.emselves and 
the contending f.a:crlons of ;the .ruling class had recourse to a 
compromise wruch allowed them to continue the struggle be· 
tween !themselves and at 1tihe same time rte> keep the. exhausted 
masses ·of the people out -0£ it. On the 10ther ihand, this consti­
tution did not sanotion any roci.al ;revolution ; :iJt sam:tiioned the 
momentary victory of the old society o-ver the revoh1tion. 

The first draft -0.f ithe conslliitutiion, made before the June clays, 
still oOintained ttlre drmt au travail, the right Ito worik, the .first 
clumsy fOizanula wherein :the revolutionary a.sp:iretions of the 
proletariat .aire summ.a.rised. Lt was transformed into the droit 
a l'assistance, the right to pUiblic ·relief, Sllld Wiha.t m.odem state 
does not feed .its paupers im. sorne form -Oil" o.ther ? The right to 

work is, in the oou·rgeois sense, an aibsu.nLity, 13. miserable, .pious 
wiih. But behind the right rto rwook stands the power over 
capital ; ibehlnd tthe ipo:wer O'Ver caipital' the appropria1!i..on of the 
means of pr-0ductdion, their subjeotfo.n to the associated working 
class and, . therefore, the abolition of wage Ia:bo11r as well 8:3 
of ea.pita.I' ia.n-d of their mutual relation.ships. Behind .the "right 
to work" stoo.d .the June 1murrection. Tihe Co.nstiruein.t Assembly, 
which set the �volutionary iproletariia!t fiactua.Lly hors · la Loi, 
outside the 1liaiw, ha-d on prinoiiple to thr()IW the fonmuLa 
out ·of the constitution, the law of laws, ihad. lte> pronounce 
its anatliema on the "right to wo-rk." But Wt did lllQt stop 
llhere. As Plato. banned tihe poets: f.rom 'his <republic, so it 
hamshed foreVler from its republic-the progr.ess.i.ve !tax. .But 
rhe pr<>gressive tax : i.s no!t -0>nly .a bourgeois measure, which · can 
he carried out within the eristiing rel.atii;ms of produonon to' 11 
greater or less .degree ; it was ithe only means of ibindi.ng the 
middle stralta .or bourg-.eois ·society to tihe honnete � * repubH:c, 

* Without circumlocution·. 

** Honest.-Ed. 
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of reducing. the state debt, of holding :in ohec.k the anti-republican 
maj ority of the bourgeoisie. 

In the maitrer of the concordats a l'amiable, ,trico1our l�­
ipublicaniS. had a-Obually sacrificed tihe petty bourgooisie Ito the 
big b.owigoo:isi.e. They elevated this isolated fact 1to a princfple 
by the legal prohl:biition of •the progressive tax. They .put bour­
geois reform o.n the same level SIS ipr-0letairian revol.ution. But 
w.b.a.t class then r.emaimied as the mainstay of their 1republd.c ? 
The big boorgeoisie. And its mass was anti-republican. If it 
exploited the republWan'S ·of the National in <mle:r:. to re-establish 
the ol.d relatioos o..f eoonomic life, iit tb:oughit, 001 the other hand, 
of exploiti!llg .the re-established social rel8Jl:i<1111S m O'r.der to re­
store the pomtic�l ;reforms that oOOTesiponded l10 them. Even at 
the beginning of October, Cavaignac saw himself forced to miake 
Dufaure and Vivii.en, previo.usly ministers -of Louis Philippe, 
�s of the .republic, however much the bramless Puri.tans 
o.f ibis own party growled and blustered. 

While d:he tr.ico-loor ccmst:ilrution rejected every compromise 
with the petty bourgeoisie and -did not know how t-0 atitaah any 
new sooiial elemen!t to the new staJbe-form, it hastened, on the 
other hand, to give hack t-0 a body ithat constituted the most 
hardbitten and fanatical deferuder of it.he old state, its tradition­
al immumty. It raised the iir.remov.a.biliity of judges, which had 
been questioned by tihe Prnvisiional Government, to a consti­
tutional la.w. The -0ne kmg whom it had removed rose again 
multipliied in ithese iirreroovah1e inquisitors -Of legality. 

The French press has analysed from numerous aspects the 
contra-dictions of M. Mvriast's constitution, for examiple, !the co­
existence of tw.o .sovereigtn&, :the Natiooa.il Assemhly and il:he Pres­
ident, etc., etc. 

The most oomprehensive ci>ntradiction of this constitution, 
however, consisted in the foUowing: The classes whQ.se social 
slavery the co-nstitution is :to perpetuate, proletariat, peasants, 
petty bourgeois, it ·puts iin p.ossession of p-0litical po wer through 
universal suffrage. And from. the class whose old so.cial power 
it san�, illhe bomi.geo.isie, iit withdraiws the politk.a� :gua:ran. 
tees of this power. It forces its political rule into democratic 
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c-0nditions, which a.t every moonent he1p the hostile classes to 
v:iotory and jeopardise the very foWllda.ti<ms of :bourgeois socira:y. 
From the former classes it demands that tihey should not go 
for:ward from politiical to social emancipation ; fr-Ollll the others 
that they should not .go hack from -social to political restorati.-0n. 

These .contiradicti0ill5 perturbed it.he .bourgeois repuhliicans very 
lilrtle. To the same exrent as they ceased lbo be i:ndispensaible­
they weo.ie inidispensaible only ias the iacllva:noe figihtem rof the -0Irl 
society :against ltlhe .r�voluliiiooairy rproletariat�a. few weeks after 
tfilaiir vfotory <they foll f.rom lthe pos<id:ion ·Of a party to that oif 
a ooterie. And ll:hey treated the conrstituti-On as a big intrigue. 
Above alJ, what .should ibe constituted in it was the ·rule of the 
coterie. The President should be a protracted Cavaignac ; the 

Legislative &sembly :a protracted Constituent AsBembly. They 
hoped :to reduce ithie poilitical poiwer of the masses of :the people 
to rll. :fieti.tions pt<>Weir, l8lllld lllo he 18Jb!e lllOo makie: sufficiJemt p1ay will1 
this sham p<>wer itself, continually 11:-0 keep h�aing over the 
majority o.f the bourgeosiie the dilemna of ibhe Jwne days : realm 
of ..the National, or realm -0£ ana.r.chy. 

The work on the .constiltutiiion, which was begun on September 
4, was ended on October 23. On September 2 rthe Constituent 
Assembly had decided not to dissolve until the organic laws 
supplemenlting the rcon9tiitt.111ll.e>n were enaoted. None the less, 
it deci<led to oall into being -the oreatfon, most of all its IQ'Wll, 
the Piresident, on Deoemher 4, long before tthe circle of its own 
activity was closed. So sure it was of hailing in the homunculus* 
of 1lhe c-0nstituti-0n, rthe son of his mother. As a precaution it was 
provided tihait, iif none of the oan.didates recei;ved two million 
v.otes, the eleoti<m should pass <Wer from rthe -nation to the 
Constii.tuenll: Assembly. 

Fruiitliess pr-0visiOID.5! The fi·rst day of :the irealiisatio-n -0f the 
<:onstiitmti·cm was the last day -Of the .rule -Otf the Constituent As­
sembly. At ithe OOM:om of the halfot box lay iits smtence of 
death. It sought ithe "son o.f his mO'bher" and found "the 
nephew -0£ his uncle." Saul Caivaignac obtaim.ed -One millioon 

"' According to Paracelsus, a diminutive man produced artificially, and 
hence endowed with magic powers.-Ed. 
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vOltes, hut Dav.i.d Na.pol� ootalined .six milliion. Saul Cavaignac 
was defeated six •times .Over. 

December 10; 1848, was the day of ithe peasant i.nsurcectfon. 
Only fr.o-m this day doo.s It.he Feb.ruary o.f !he Frea,oh pea.sant.s 
da'be. The symbol that expr.essed their enltry into the ll'evolu­
tiona.ry movement, cllU'II15ily ounning, lmaivishly naive, doltishly 
sublime, a calculated superstJiti-0-n., a pathetic burlesque, a clever­
ly stupid aina.chrooiism, a world h.i:stori:cal piece of buffoonery 
amd an undecipheraible hieroglyphic for ll:'he understandin.g of 
the civimed--tlris symbol ibore ub.e unmistakable features of the 
cl.ass that represen:ts barribar.ii.sm widiin aivilisa.ti-0.n. The republ�c 
ha<l aninouooed itself to .this class with the tax collecitor ; :iii: an­
nounced itself ibo the :republic with the emperOlr. Naipo1eon was 
the only man who had mhaiustively represented it.he interests 
and the imagination of the peasant class, newly created in 1789. 
By w.nilbi.ng Im oame O'll the front page of the republic, it 
declared WaT abroad and the enforaing of its class interests 
at home. Napoleooi., for the peasa.Il1ts, was ruot a person ibut a 
programme. With banners, with heat of drums and blare o.f 
trumpets, they marched to illhe polling bOOl!ih.s shouting : plus 
d'impots, a bas ks riches, a bas la republiqu.e, vive l'Empereur. 
No mo-re taxes, down witih the rich, cfown wilth the republic, 
long live the emperor! Behind· :the .empemr was .bidden the ·peas­
ant war. The irepuhhi.c that they vOlbed do-wn wSLS the republic of 
the .rioh. 

December 10 was the coup d'etat of the peasants, which -over­
threw the .ex.i.stiing government. A.00 from that day on, when 
they had taken a go-vemme:nt from Firaooe and given o.ne to l,ler, 
their eyes were turned stea<lily on Paris. For a momelllt active 
heroes of the revolutionary drama, they oould n-0 l<mger be 
fOTced back ilvto the passive and spineless ro-le of the cho.rus. 

The othe:r classes ibelped Ito complete the elootfon victory -0£ 
the peasants. The eleotfo111 of Napoleo.n, for the proletariat, 
mea.nJt the depositio.n of Cavaiignac, the -overthrow of ithe Con­
stituent Assembly, the dismissal .o-f bourgeois 1r.epublicanism, 
the resoitrudiing o.f the June victory. FOT the petty bourgeoisie, 
Napoleon meant lihe 1rule :of the debtors -0ver the credito-rs. For 
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lthe majority of the big hour�oisie :the election of Napoleon 
mea:nt 111;n open !breach with the fr.action of which :it had had ,to 
make use, for a moment, again& the revolution, but whfoh became 
irtt-0le:rable to it as soon ·a.s this fraction. sought to oon:solidate the 
position of the moment into the .constirutional iposition. Napoleon 
in place o£ Cavaignac, foir the majority of the big bourgeoisie, 
meant :llb.e ;monarohy in' place o.f the .republic, 11he beginning of 
the royalist .restoration, a shy ihint at Orleans, the lily hidden 
beneath the violet." Finally, the army V'O'ted for Napoleon against 
the Mobile Guar.d, against the pea.c.e idyll, for war. 

Thus it happened, as the Neue Rheinische Zeitung stated, that 
the mc>st simple-minded man in Fo:aooe acquired the most 
multifarious significa:noe. Just ibeoause ihe rwas notMng, he could 
&iognify everything save himself. Meanwhile, .different as the 
meaning oo ltlhe name N�leoin might be in the mouths of the 
different classes, wiiith this name each wrote in its ihulletin : 
Down with the party of the National, down with .Cavaigna.c, 
do"Wn with ithe Com.stituent .Assembly, down with ithe homgeois 
rep:ubltic. The Minister, Dufaure, publicly aeclared in ithe 
Constituent Assembly : ·  December 10 is -a second February 24. 

Petty bourgeoisie and proletari'at ba.d ve>ted en bloc * for 
NSipo.leon, in o.rder Ito VOite against Cavaigna.c and, by pooling 
thek votes, t<> wrest the final decision f.ro!m tb.e Coosti.tuent As­
sembly . . 'IlMl more advanced seotions '°f tlie two classes, how­
ever, ·pUlt fomv-ard ·lllhei.r own candaidates. Napoleon was the col­
lective · name :of all ipa.rties :in ooa.liltioai. SJgaIDst the :hour.geois 
republic, Ledru-.Rollin and Raspail :were the proper names, the 
former .of the democ;raitic petty bourgeo.i'9Le, the latter of the 
r.ev.oh.rti"ooary proletairiat. The v-0tes for Riaspai:l, the prole­
talrians and their socia:list spokesmen foudly declared, were Ito 
he merely a .demonstration, so many pi-0te.Sl:s against either 
presidency, i.e., :against the co.nstituticm itself, so many votes 
a�t Ledru-RolHn, .the .first act by whfoh the piroleta.rurt, a.S 
an independerut political party, cut loose f.riOOn. the democratic 
party. Thrns party, 001 the other hand, the deimooraitic petty 
bourgeoisie and its ·parliamentary representative, the Mountain; 

* In a mass.-Ed. 
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treated the oandidatu.re of Ledru�Rollin with all the serfousness 
wiJtih which they are im. the ihiahiit -0£ solemnly duping :themselws. 
For the .rest, this was their last attempt, ai.5 against the p.role­
tariat, llio set /themselves up as an iindepen.dent .party. No.t only 
the reip:ublicaJil J:ioui::geois party, hut ·also the dem-0.cratic bour­
ge-0isiie and i1ts Mountatln rwere beaiten on: December 10. 

Franoe JllOW possessed a Napoleon side by side with a 
MoWltam, :proof t.hiait hoith were 0111Jly the Lifeless oari.oarures of 
the great :realities wlhose :tll8!1Des they !bore. ·Louis Napoleon, with 
the emperor's hat and the eagle, parodied the old Napoleon no 
more miserably thain the Moll'Illtam, rwittb. jits phrases borr-01Wed 
f.rom 1793 and its demagogic poses, pair-0died the old Mom1tain. 
Th us the traditional superstitioo in 1793 was stripped off at the 
same time .as the traditional superstitfon in Na.poleoo. The 
rev-0lution had only come into ilts -Own wihen it had won its -0wn 
original name and it oould only do that when the modern 
revoluticmary class, the industrial pr·o1etariat, came dominaJt:ing­
iy into irts foreground. One cm .say ithia.t December 10 dumb­
founded the Mountain and �us� it to grow oo:nifu.sed in its 
oWn. miind, because it Laughingly cut short the dassical analogy 
to the old revo.Jution with a rude peasant j oke. 

On December 20 Cavaiignac laid down his -0ffice and ithe Con­
stituent Assembly •proclaimed Louis Napoleon P.r.esident o,£ the 
,republiic. On Deoemiher 19, the last day of its aut<>cracy, it 
rejected it.he ipr-0posal for amnesty for the JUne insurgents. To 
revoke the decree of June 27, tJhiroogh which it had ccmdemne<l 
15,000 insurgents ro deportation by evading legal j udgment, 
did not thait .inea111 to :revoke the J11111e battle itself? 

Odi:lon Barrot, the last Miiruister of Louis .Philippe, became 
the first Mi.nister of Louis Napoleon. Just as Louis Napoleon 
dated his rule; 'lllOlt from December 10, hut frooo a decree of ithe 
Sena.te of 1806, so 1he foUilld a prime miniater wh-0 did T110t date 
hls miini:'stry from Dec.ember 20, hut £rom a royal .deoree of 
February 24. As the Legitimate heir of Louis Philippe, Louis 
Na'Poleon softened the change of governmenit by retainmg the 
old ministry, which, moreo-ver, had not had ·time to wear itself 
out, since it ha<l n-0t found time to come to lif.e. 
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The chiefs <>f llihe royaliist OOul"gieois fao.tions .advised him in 
this choioe. The hea.d of the old dynastic oip.position, who had 
unconsciCJfllsly made the ilransitiooi .t-0 the republicans of the Na· 
tional, ;w.as still more fuited to make with full consoiou.sness the 
ltraruiitioon firom the OOW1ge00s republic to the monarchy. 

Odilcm Barr-O't wa.s the head of the one .o1d 01ppositi0on party 
which, always fruitlessly struggling for mmisterial portfolios, 
had not yet w-0m itself out. .In Tapid auooession ithe revolution 
threw all the old opposition parties to the ltop of it.be &t:ate, S-O 
that they had to deny and !"evoke their old phrases not only in 
deeds but in words, and might finaHy be flung all t;o,gethetr, 
oombined in a repulsive mixture, cm llhe dung heap of history 
hy the ipeopLe. And ithis Barrot was spared n-0 apostasy, this 
incaanati-OIJI. -Of boungeois lilberalism, who for eighteen years had 
hi.dden the ra5'Cally vacuity of his mind behind the serioo·s 
demean-0ur of his body. If, at certain moments, rthe f.a.r too 
strlkmg contrast bellween the thistles <l"f the present and the 
laurels of the ·past startled the man ihimself, a glance in the 
mirror .gaive back his miniisterial serecilty 8!lld human self­
a.dmiTation. What beamed at him fr-0m the mirror was GW.wt, 
whom he had alwaycS envied, who had always mastered hi·m, 
Guizot himseLf, but Guizot with the Olympian forehead of 
Odilon. What he overlooked ;were the ears -0f M.iiclas.45 

The Barrot Q{ February 24 first hecaine manifest in the Bar­
rot of December 20. A!'SOci�ted with him,. the Orlea.nist and 
Voltai.rian was the Legiifunist and Jesmt, FaUoux, as Minister 
for Education. 

A few: days later, the Ministry for Home Aff air.s was given 
to Leon Faucher, the Malthusian. Law, religion and political 
eoonomy ! The ministry of Barr-ot coIJJtained all tw and, in 
additio0n, a comhiinatio.n of Orleanists and Legitimists. Only the 
Bonapartist wa.s lacking. Bonapante still hid his Jo.ngiin.g to 
�ani.fy Napoleon, for Soul.ouque ·did not yet play T-0ussai.nt 
l'Ouverture. 49 

The party of the National was immediaitely rrelieved of all 
the hligher p<>st.5 where it had dug iltself in. The ·positions . of 
Prefect o.f Po-lice, Di1reotor o.f the Post, Procurator Gen.-eral, 
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Mayor o.f Paris, were all filled iby o.Ld creatures of t:he man· 
archy. Changarnier, the Legitimist, :received the tlll'ified supreme 
command of the National Gua,id of itihe Department e>f t.he 
Seine, it.he Mohile Gu.a.rd and the br-oops e>f the first miltimry 
divisioo ; Bugeaud, the Orleafilst, was nominated as the corn· 
mander-in-chief e>f the Alp-me army. This chan� <Jf offioials 
comitinued uninltm1rup4Jeidl y under the Sar.oo!t: gioivernmenit. The 
fust aot <>f hls ministry :w.as ;the restorati.Olll <>f the old royalist 
admindstration. The oflicia:l scene \WIS uan.s.formed in a trice-­
scenery, ooetumes, speech, actors, supers, dummies, ipr.i>mpters, 
the position of the parties, the !theme of the drama,, the con· 
teD!l of the ccmflict, the wh<ile situation. Only the antediluvian 
Ccm.stituent Assembly rernmed iiin its place. Bu.t firoom lth.e haur 
when the National Assembly Jiad installed Bonaparte, Bonaparte 
Barrot and B!¥'I'a.t Chairug:arnier, France stepped O'IJ:1: of the 
period o.f the OOllllStitUJted republic. And in the constituted re­
public what place was there for a Cons.tiituenit Assembly? After 
it.he earbh ihad been oreated, there was nothing else for its c.reaitor 
t<> de> but to take flight to heairen. The 1Constituent Assembly was 
determined not to follO<W his example ; the Natioo:al Assembly 
WlaS ithe last asylrum f01r the party of tihe ibour.geois .repuhlicans. 
If all levers of exeoutive power had been wrested from it, was 
there not left to it eonstitue:n!t omrupotence? Its fust tho.ug:ht w•as 
to hold under all ci.rcumsta.noos the positions -of se>vereignty that 
it occupied, and thence to reconquer tihe 1-ost ground. The Ba-rr.ot 
ministry once d�laced hy a ministry of the National, and the 
xoyalist personnel would have to vaoate the palaces o.f .the ad· 
minisitMtion forthwith and the .tricolouir ,personnel would .move 
in again triumphaintly. The National A9Sembly resolved on the 
overthrow of the ministry and the ministry itself offered an op· 
portunity for <the attack, than which the Constituent Assembly 
eouJ.d not have f.ound a better. 

It must he remembered tha-t for the peasants Loruis Bonaparte 
signdifi.ed: No m<!'re taxes ! He sat for six days in the President's 
chair, and o.n the seventh day, on December 27, his ministry pro­
posed the ret.ention of the salt tax, the aiboliitfon of whiab. the Provi­
sional Government had decreed. The salt tax shares with the 
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·wii.ne tax the pri'V'ilege of beinig tt:he scapegoat oif l!lhe old French 
financial system, ipariicul.airly in the eyes o.f !the oountry folk. 
The Bartot :nriinisljry cauld not have put inlt-0 the mo.Ulth of the 
.elect of the peasalllts lllllY more mor<lant .epiig;ram -0n ms electors 
it.han the w-Ords : Restoration oo !the salt tax! With 1:he salt tax, 
BCJIIIJ8lpa11te lost his ;rev>olubi001ary salt-the Na.poleon of the .peas­
ant :i:nsmreclJion dissolved like 3IIl apparition, and not!lhinig re­
mained :but !the great unJcno.wn of royalist bourge«>is imrigue. 
And not .without i.llterutfo.n, illhe Ba.rr<>t imimstry made 1lhis act of 
tactlessly .rude disillusfonmeat the .first governmental a.et 'Of the 
Presidenlt. 

The .Constituent Assembly, on its •part, seized eagerly on the 
douible opportunity of overthrowing the ministry, and, as agai.nst 
the elect of the peasantry, -0f setting i1tself up as the rep:resenta­
tive .o.f j:>easant :interests . .  It rejected the ;pr().posal of the finance 
minister, areduced the salt tax to .a third of iit:s former amoont, 
'thus .ilr!.creased ·hy sixty milli001.s a sitate dedicit of fi.v.e hundr.ed 
and -sixty mdllfons, 8llld, after !llhis vote of no confidence, calmly 
awaiired the resignation -0£ :the ministry. So little did it oompre­
hend ,the new wcxrld ithat sum>uooed. it iaind iiits own ohanged 
position. Behind ithe mililistry stood it.he Presi'Cknt .and behind the 
President st<>od six millions, who had .placed in the 1hallot hox 
as many v-Otes of !nJO confidence in ithe Constituent Assemhly. The 
Constituent Assem!bly ·gave ithe nation haick its no confidence 
VlOte. Absurd ex.eh.an.gel It ·for.got that it'S votes ihaid lQst compul­
sory quortallioin. The irej.eaticm of the salt rtax only matured the 
decision of B001aparte and his ministry to "end" the C001stituent 
Assembly. 11�t I-Ong duel hega.n which lasted half the entire life 
of the GonmtituenJt A.51siemhly. J.aaiuaJry 29, Mairoh 31 am<l May 3 
are the journees, 'lille grie:ait days of this crisis, just so many fore· 
hlnarers of J ooe 13. 

FTenchmen, for example, Louis Blanc, have construed January 
29 � the date of the emergence of •a constitutional conJtra.clic· 
tion, tl1e contradi'Ctio.n between a :sovierei.gn, in�soluble National 
Assembly borri of universal suff raig.e .and a President, who, iin 
W.CJll"dS, 'WaS -resrpoIIBiblie Ito the _Assemh}y, 'but who, ID r.ea.Jity, was 
n-0t only similairly sanctfo:ned by universal suffrage and, in adru-
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tioo, united in his own ·person all ithe votes tha:t were ·Split up a 
hundred times and distributed among the individual members of 
ithe National Assembly, hut w.a.s also in full possession . of the 
whole .executt:i.ve po.wer; above which tthe National Assembly hov­
ered as a merely IIDDl'lal force. This interip.retallion of J arnuary 29 
confounds the lamguage of the .struggle on 4Jhe iplatforni, through 
the press and in the .clubs, wit!h its xeail cointe.nt. Lo-uiis Bonaparte 
as against :the National AisS6llllbly-that was :not a one-sided con­
:sti.tutiorn:al power as aigainst am.�er; lit was not llihe executive 
power .a.s against the Legislative, it was the conslli.tuted ,bourgeois 
republic itself as aga:imt .the instruments of its constitution, as 
against the h-Onours-seeking intrigues and ideolo,gical demands of 
the ;revo1uti.ooary hourgeoils faction that had founded it and :was 
now a.ma.zed ,to find that its ccm:stirute:d .republic looked like a 
reste>red monarchy, and now violently desired to adhi;rre to the 
constituting period with its conditions, jtg musio:ns, its 18.11Jgllage 
and its. pers"Dnnel ,and to prevent the mature bourgeois republic 
from emerging in its complete and .peculiar form. As ithe Gon­
sti.tuent National Assembly represente� Cavai,gn;ac who had falleri 
hack inrt-0 it, so Bc>naparte represented the Legislative Naitional 
Asseuihly, tlha.t had :OOt .yet been es'Qransed from him, i.e .. , the 
Natfo.nal Assembly .of ,the coDrStituted bourgeois republic. 

The election -0f Bonaparre could only .become explicable by 
pultting 'in the pliace !Of the onJe naimei iJts many-sided significance, 
by ·repeating itself in the election of tlie new Nati'Onal As­
$emhly. The mandatJe of the old was annulled by December 10. 
On Ja:miary 29, therefore, iit rw&s nort the President and rthe Na­
tional As5emhly of tlre saane ;republic tht were f.aroe to faoe, it 
was the National Assembly of die republic in the making and 
the President of the irepu'blic in being, tw-0 powers that em­
bodied qu:irne different perirOds in the life iprooeS& r0f the republic ; 
the one the small ·repuhliioan secti'(ll[l .of !!he 00urgeojsi.e

' 
that 

a1on.e could .proclaim .the re.public, wrest it fra.m the revolutie>n­
ary p.roleta.riat iby street fighting and a :reign {)f ter.ror, ·and draft 
�ts ideal feaitures in the cotilstiiitutiion, '8lnd the other the whole 
·roy.alist mS.Ss o-f tire. b-Our.g.ooi.Sie that .alone could rule in i!:his 
constituted bou11geo.is republic, strip the oonstiJtutiion of its ideo-
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logi;oal trimmings, and irealise lby itts Jegislati�:m .and aidminist11a1tiion 
the indispensable conditions for the subjection of th� proletariat 

The storm 1which ib.roke Qn J.anuary 29 gaithered its elemems 
together ·during the .whole month o.f Ja.Illl.lary. T:he Constituent 
As.5embly wanted to .drive the Bairrot rni.ruistiry Ito resign by its 
no con:fidem.�e vote. The Barr-0-t ministry, -0n it.he 'other hand, pro· 
posed ·that .the Consti.tuent Assembly should give it&-elf a definitive 
no confiden� vo.te, -decide on suicide and <leer.re iits own .dis90lu· 
tion. Raiteau, Ollle o.f !the most obscure deputies, at it.he .order of 
the ministry, on January 6 brought this mQl:iion before the Con· 
stiltuent Assembly, the .same Constituent Assembly that .already 
in August 1had Tesolved nolt to dissolve until a whole series «>f 
ollgairiC laws supplementing the constiltultion had been enaoted. 
Foold, the mimsterialist, hliuntly decla.red to it itha.t i1t.s <lissolu· 
ticm was necessa.ry "for ithe J'leSl:.oratio'.!l of the -0.eranged credi•t." 
And did it nm .O.ei:iam.ge credit when �t prolonged the ,provisional 
stage and, with Bar.rot, again -called Bonaiparte in question, and, 
with Bona.pa.rte, the constituted republic? B'arrot, the Olympioan, 
became a i:raving Roland with .the prospect of seeing the finally 
.grab.bed. pir.emiership, which ith:e .rerpublioans ihad already with­
held from him once for a decade, i.e., for l:'eln ano.niths, agai'll 
to.m frO'lll him af.ter scarcely two weeks' enijooyment of it-Ba.rrot 
confrond:ing ihls wiretched Assembly out�ty.r8!n:Ilised the tyra:nt. His 
mildest words were "no future is possible with iL" And actually 
it <lid only ·represent the past. "It is incapable," he added iron· 
ically, "of surrounding the repuhlfo with the ;institutions which 

are necessary for its consolidati-On." lnoaJtable indeed ! With it3 
exclusive antagondsm to the ·proletariat, its oourgeais energy 
was simultaneously broken, and with its antag<mism to the .roy­
alists its republican exuberance lived anew. Thus it was d-0ubly 
incapable .o.f consoHdatfog the bou11geois rep·uhlic, which it no 
fonger comprehended, :by means of the corresponding institutions. 

Simul.ta.neously with Raitea.u's m�tion the minietry evoked a 
st0J111 oo petiti-on.s throughout tlhe land, and from all corners of 
F.ra:nce came flying daily at !the head of It.he Constituent Assembly 
bundles -0f billets doux * in which it was more or iess categorl· 

* Lo,·e letters.-Ed. 
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cally requesdied 11:-0 <liisso-lve and make its will. T.h.e Constituent 
Assembly, o.n ii.ts side, called ifmtih -cO'lJilll:er petitions, in whroh it 
ea.used itself to he requested to remain alive. The election strug­
gle beitween Booapame and Ca.rvaign81C was renewed as a petiticm 
struggle fo.r or aigainsit the .dissolution ·of the National Assembly. 
The pMitions were to be subsequent commentaries on December 
10. During the ,whole od' J8JJJllary !this a�tiom oo:rutinued. 

In the conflict between It.he COl!lStituent .Assenlbly iaii<l the Pires­
iderut, the former could not g-0 haok Ito tlre ·general election as its 
·origm, for the appeal was from it to UllliveI1Sal suffra.gie. Irt could 
base 1tself •001 n� .regular pow.er for the issue was the strugigle 
against It.he legal power. 1t could not .overthrow the miin:isliry by 
n-0 oo.nfideMie votes, as �t .again essayed to do <m January 6 and 
26, fur rthe ministry <1tl.d not ask far :i.ts oonifi.dence. Only one pos­
sibility was ]iefrt rt-0 �t, 'tihat .of msurrettion. The fighting forces 
of 1the insurrection were ,the repoold:can part -0£ the Natiooa:l 
Gu.a.rd, the Mobile Guard and the .cenitr.es of ithe revoluti<>nary 
proletariat, .the clubs. The Mobile Guards, those heroes -0£ the 
June dia.yis, m December ias well formed the <OT�a.niise<l fiigh!Jirug 
force Qf the republican bourgeois factions, just as hefme June the 
Na.ti.onal Ateliers had formed the organised fighting force -0f :the 
revoluitionary proletariat. As illhe ·Execum'Ve Commission o.f illhe 
Constituent Assembly directed its ibrutal atitack on the Natii<mal 
Ateliers, when. it ha.cl rt:o ptit a.n end to the preitensio.ns of the 
pre>letariat that h'3Jd becOIDe unbearable, so ·the mim.istry of Bona­
parte dQirect.ecl its a1!tack on the Mobile Guard, when it had tc> 
put an end to the ipret:ensiions o.f the. republican bourgeois fac­
tions thait had become U:Tubearai:ble. It ordered die dissolution of 
the Mobile Guard. One half -0£ it ·was dismissed and .tihrown -0n 
ithe street, the other was o.rgan:ised on .monarchOst instead -of 
democratic }foes, 8lllid its pay was reduced rt;(} the usual pay <>f 
troops of the line. Tb.tl Mo.bile Guard found itself in the position 
of the June .insUII',gielllts .am.d every day the ·press camed publiic 
confessions m wihloh it admitted its 1blame for June and im­
plored tthe proletariat for forgiveness. And the clubs ? From the 
moment when the Constituent Assembly oalled the President in 
question in the person of Barirot, and the oo:n.stituted bourgeois 
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republic ial. .the person of ltb.oe Pi:reSident, and the bourgeoi.s repub­
lic :in general in the person olf the oonstituted republic, all the 
constituent elemen;ts of the February republiic necessarily ranged 
them...�Ives r.ound :it, all the p.artie.s that wished to overthrow the 
exil;tin.g republic and, by 'V:ioloot II'et!rio.gra.de process ro creshape 
it ii:<> the repuhliiio -Of theirr class interests and principles. WhS:t 
was d<>ne WaiS again undone, the crystallisations -0f the revolu­
tionary movement h.aid again become fluid. die .republic that the 
parties fougiht for wa.s aiga.in the indefinite T.epubldc of ithe Feb­
rua.ry days, the defining 10£ which each party reserved for itself. 
FOT a moment :the parties again :took up their old February .posi­
tions, wiill:lwut sharing the illusions Of February. The tricolour 
repUJblicans of die National ·a:giain leanlt oo t:he democra.tfo .repub· 
lie� of the Ref.orme and pushed them into the foreground of 
the :parl�amentary •struggle a.s advance :fighters. The democratic 
republicans again leant on ithe socialist repuhlicans.-on January 
27 a public manifesto announood their reconciliation and all:i-
3!D.C�and prepared their insuNectional backgroUn.d in die cluhs. 
The ministerial press •treated the tricolour repuh!iica.ns correotly 
as the resurrected IDslllligents of June. In order to maintain itself 
Sit the he.ad ,of ithe :bourigeois republic, it called in question the 
bourgeo-is republic iiiL�lf. On January 26 th� minister, Faucher, 
proposed a law on the right o.f association., •the first paragraph 
of which :reaid :  "the clubs aire fo:r:bidden." He moved that this 
hill should immed.i:aiely ibe discussed as urgent. The Constituent 
Assembly rejected. the motiO!D. of urgency, 8([ld on January 27 
Ledru-Rollin · :put forwa.rd a ,proposition, wilth 230 signatures 
appended to it, funpeaching the ministry .for violation of the con­
stitution. The impeachment of the ministry at a moment when 
su-ch an act was a tactless disclosure of ilihe iimpotenoe of the 
judge, to wit, 1the majority of the Chamber, oor was an impoten•t 
pr0;test O'.f the a.ocuser aga.inst this majority itself-that w.a.s the 
great .revofalltionary trump that ·the La.tter day MoUn.tain played 
from now on at each high spot .of the c:ni.sis. Poor Mountain ! 
crushed by !llhe we:iight of its own name. 

On May 15, B1anqui, Ba.rbes, Ra.span, etc., had attempted to 
break up the Ccmstituent Assembly by forcing an enti:anoe into 
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.its ,hall o.f session at !the head of the Paris proletariat. Barro t  
::pxepaxed a moral May 15 fox the aame Assembly when he 
wan1Jed to dictabe its .self-diJss.oJ.urtion and dose ithe hall. The 
.same Assembly had oomrnissioo.ed Barrot with the official en· 
-quiry .against the May accused, and now at .the moment when 
he appeared bef.ore .in: like a royalist Blanqui, when it sought f oir 
.allies against him in the clubs, amon.g the revolu.tiOiI18ll"y prole­
.tariahs, ii.n •the party of Blanqui-at this moment the relentless 

.Bar.rot 1tormented lit with .the proposal to withdraw the May pris­
oners from the Coort of Assizes and hand them over to the High 
Court, to the 1wute cour, devised by the ;party of .the National. 
Remarkable how the feair excited f<Oill a ministerial ;portfolio could 
·pound out of the head of a Barrot points worthy of a Beau­
:ma.rt:ha.is ! 41 The National Assembly, after mucih vacillaticm, ac· 
-cepted hls proposal. As against the makers of the May attempt, 
it reverted to its normal chairacter. 

If the Ccmstituent Assembly was cl,Tiven to insurreotiioo against 
:the President .and the ministers, the President and the n:iinisters 
'Were driven to a coup d'etat against the Constituent Assembly, for 
·they had n<> legal means of dissolvfa1g it. But the Constiltuent 
Assembly was 11he mother o.f ;the constitution and the coostiltu­
iion was the m<>ther of the President. With the coup d'etat, the 
.President tore up the constitution "and extinguished his repub­
lican law:ful title. He was .then forced to pull -0ut .the imperial 

]awful title ; but the !imperial lawful tiJtle woke up the Orleanist 
lawfol title and both paled before the Legitimist laiwful tiitle. 

'The downfall of the legal republic could only then throw to 
;the itop its most extreme e>ppo.site pole, the Legitimist monarchy, 

:at a m1>merrt when the Orleani.st party was still only .the _ van· 
qui.shecl ·of February and Bonaparte was still only .the vict«>r of 
'December 10, when both oould still only 0°ppose ·to republican 
-usur;pati-0n theiir li'.kewise usurped monarchist titles. The legitlm· 
ists were aware of the favoura:bleness of the moment; they ct>n­
·spired · openly. They could hope ito find itheir Monk48 in General 
Ot.a.ngamier. The accession of lthe White monarchy was as 
·.()penly predicted in their club.s as was that of the Red republic 
-in .the proletarian clubs. 

<Class Strugl[les in France 6 
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The ministry 0would have escaped all difficulties through a 
happily ·auppressed irising. "Legality is .the death of us," "cried 
Odil-00 Bar.rot. A rising would have allowed it, under the pre­
telo.1: of .the salut public,* to dissolve the Constituent Assembly, 
to vi.olate the constitution in the interests of .the constitution it­
self. The brutal action -0f Odilon Barrot in the National As­
sembly, the motwn for �he dissolution .of the clubs, the tumult­
uous remo'Val of . 30 tricolour prefects, aru:l .their repl•aioement by 
royalists, the dissolution of the Mobile Guard, the ill treatment 
of tbciT chiefs !by Chan�nnier, the .reinsbaltemeint of L'Herminier, 
the professor who w� imp0i9sible even under Gufaot, the tolera­
tion of the LegUn!i-mist hoasting----.all these were jU91 s.o many 
provocaJtioru:. to muJbiny. But the mutiny remaiimed mUJte. Lt expected 
�ts siigD;al frnm the Co!ntlltituenit Assembly iand nolt from the mimiisillry. 

Finally came fanuary 29, the day on which the deciosion was 
to be taken on the motion of Mathieu ( de la Drome) for un'­
conditional rejection of Rateau's motion. Legitimists, Orleanists, 
Bona:partists, the Mobile Guard, the Mountain, ·the clubs, all 
conspired on this day, each just as much .against ostensible allies 
.as against -ostensible enemies. BoI1JB.parte, mounted -0n horseback, 
mustered a part of -the tr-0op on the Place de la Concorde; Chan­
ga.mier play-aoted w'.iith a disptay -of strategfo manoeuvres ; the 
COln5tituenrt As.siemhly found .l:ts ibuiil.ding oocoupied by the military. 
This Assembly, the centre of all the conflicting ho�, fears, ex­
pectations, ferments, tensions and conspiracies, this lion-heairted 
.Assembly, did not falter for a moment, when it came nearer to­
the world !:!pirit than usual. It was like .that fighter who not only 
feared the use of his own wmipom.s, but also felt himself obliged 
to maintain the weapons of Ji.is opponent unimpaired. Scorning 
death, it signed i.ts own death wa.rrant., and rejected the uncon· 
ditional rejection of the Rateau moti-0n.49 Even in the state of 
si�oie, it set lianits to a constituent activiity wh-ooe .necessary frame 
had been the state of siege ·of Paris. It rev.en.ged itself worthily, 
when, on thP, following day, it instituted .an enquiry into .the 
fright that the ministry had given &t on Jamiuary 29. The M-0un· 
ta.fo showed its lack -0f revolutionary energy and political under-

"' Public safety.-Ed. 
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standing by allawing itselif to be used by the party of the Na­
tional in this great comedy of · intrigues as :the crier in the con­
test. The pairty of the National had ma.de its last attempt to 
maintain, in the constituted -republic, the mono.poly of rule that 
it had , posse.;;sed during the formative period of the bourgeois 
republic. It was shipwrecked. 

While in the J a:nuary crisis it was a· question of the existenc� 
of ·the Constituent Assembly, in !the crisis -of March 21, it was a 
question of the existenre -0f the constitution-there of the per· 
sonnel of the National Party, here of its ideal. There is no 
need to point out that the :honest republicans surrender-ed the ex­
altation of their ideology more cheaply than the worldly enjoy­
ment of governmental power. 

On March 21 !there was oo. the order ·of the day in the Na­
tional As.sembly Faucher's hill against rbhe right of association : 
the suppression -0f the clubs. Article 8 -of the constitution guaran­
tees to all Frenchmen 1lhe right lt-0 associaite. The ,prohihitfon of 
the clubs was, therefore, an evident vfolation of the ccinstituti-0n, 
and the Constiitmmt Assembly itself ha-d t6 canon!se the p.rofa.na­
tion of its holies. But the clubs-these were the gathering 'Points, 
the oonspiratoa'ial se81ts of <the revolutionary pwletariat. The 

National Assembly had itself fonbidden the coalition of the 
wo-rkers :against theiir bourgeois. And the drubs-wha:t were they 
but a <:oalition -0f the wh<ile working class against the whole 
bour.geois cl.ass, the formation of a workers' state against the 
bourgeois ste.te ? Were they n-0t just so m11111y constituent assem­
blies of lthe proletariat and just so many military detachments 
<if :revolt fo fighting trim ? Whal!: .tlhe coll1JStitution was above aJ,l 
to constitute was the rule of ·the hollll'geoisi-e. The ·constitution, 
therefore, ooul-0 manifestly only understan•d by the .right of as­
sociatfon the associations ithat harmonised with the rule of the 
bourgeoisie, i.e., with the bo.urgeoJs order. If, for reasons of 
theoretical 1prop·riety, it expressed itself in general terms, W'8i\ not 
the · govemmem. arn:J the Natioill!ll Assembly there 1-o interpret and 
apply it in a igiven ce.sie? And if in tth.e primitive epoah o.f 
the •republii<:, the clubs actually were for.bidden by the state 
of sieg.e, had they not also to be forbidden in the ordered, con· 
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stituted republic by the law ? The triool<>ur repuhHcans had noth· 
ing :to oppose to this pxo-sa.ic intecyretation of the constitution but 
the high-flO'Wn phraseology of the constitution. A section o<f 
them, Pa.gnerre, Duclerc, e!IC., voted for the ministry and thereby 
gave it a majority. The <Khers, with. the arcli.ang.el, Cavaigina.c, 
aind the father of the church, Marrast, at their !head, after the 
article .on the prohlhitio:n . of the clubs had ogoore through. re­
tiTed to a special committee room in conj un<:.tion with Ledru·Rollin 
and the Mou.ntain-"aind held a cowwil." The National Assem­
bly was paralysed ; lit had no longer a quorum. At the right 
time, M. Gremieux remembered in the commititee room that tihe 
way from here led directly to the street 811ld thlllt it was no 
l1onger February 1848, but Mal'ch 1849. The party of the ·Na· 
tional, suddenly -enligbtiem.edb returned to ithe National ASsembly's 
hall of !Session, >behind it .the Mountaim., duped -0nce more. Tihe 
latter, constantly tormented by revolwtionary longings, j ust as 
CO!IlStantly clutched at constiturtfonal possibilities, and always 
felt itself more i:n place behind the hour.geod.s ·republicans than 
in front -Olf the ;revolut:i-On.ary proletariat. Thus the comedy was 
played. And the CO'ILSti.tuent Assern:b1ly iotself had decreed that the 
violation of the le11ter of .the constitution WJIS the only appropri· 
ate realisati<>n o.f its spirit. 

There was only one point left to settle, the relation -0f the 

constituted republic to .the European revoLution, its fore:iign 
policy. On May 8, 1849, am. UillWonted exciibement prevailed in 
the CO'Mtitutional Assembly, whose term of life was .due to end 
in -a fow days. The atlla.ck of the French army on RiQ.me, its 
repulse :by the' Romans, its poliiti.cal infamy and military dis­
grace, .the assassination -0f the Rom.an republic by the French 
r:epublk, the first Italian campaiign of the secorul. Naipo1eon was 
cm the order: of the. day. The Mountaiin had once more played 
its great itirump, Ledru-RoHin had laid 'Oill the President's table 

ithe inevitwble bill of :impeachment against the ministry and 
this time also against Bonaparte for violation of the constitu· 
tion. 

The motive o.f May 8 rep-ea.bed itself tater � the motive oif 
June 13. Let us get clear about the expedii.tion to Rome. 
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In .the middle of N overnher 1848, Cavaigm.ac had already sent 
JI. -ba11tle fl-eet to Civita Vecchia, m order to pr-0tect the Po.pe, 
to take hiim on ibo.a.r<l a!Ild to ship hlm over Ito ;Fra'lloo. The 
Pope was to bless the honest irepuhLiic, iand to ensure the election 
of .Ca.vaii.� as Pre&iidenlt. W!ifu lllhe P.oipe, Caiv.aiigtnia.c wanted to 
angile for the :priests, with lthe priesbs for . the �ants, and 'with 
�he peaisant:s for il!he PiresidJeocy. The expedilt:iion of Ca.v.aigna.c, an 
election .adv.erbiisement m 1lts imrnediat>e pmpose, was at the samle 
time ia '�otest and a t:h·reat .against the Roman revolu,tion. Lt oon­
tlamed .m iernhryio f'l'6IllCe'e intervention iln .fav()ur of the Peipe. 

Thlis inte�tlon aga:iaist the Roman republic, an the Pope's 
behalf, iin a.ssocia.tl_on wiith Austriia and Naples, wai. decided on 
at the first mretimig -0f Bonaparte's ministerial council on Decem­
ber 23. Falfoux in .the ministry, that meant the Po.pe in R-0me 
and irn the Roone---Oif rthe Pope. Boniap.arte did :oot need the 
P·o.pe any longer iiin >01rder to become the P:resident of the peas­
ants ; ·hut he needed the conservati'On of the Pope, :in -0rder to 
conserve the peasants of the President. Their credulity 3ad 
made him President. With faith tlhey !-Ost .credulity, aind with 
the Pape, fairth. And the Orlemists .B.!D!d Legirtiimists in coalition, 
who ruled in Bonaparte's name! Before the lcin.g was restOO"ed, 
tlh.e power had to he restoxed that consecrates kings. Apart 
(r-0m thei� royalism : withQut the old Rome, subject to hi's 
worldly rule, no P-0pe; :witho.ut the 1P.ope, no catholicism ; with· 
o.ut catho1foism, no Ftenoh religion ; and without religion, what 
became -0£ the -0ld Firench society? The mor·tg.age that the :peas­
ant 'h� on heavenly ble.ssingis gumrantees tlie mortg8:6e >\lhat the 
boorgeoi.s has -0n peasant lands. T.he Roman revolution was, 
therefore, a:n attack on property, on the bourgeois order, dread­
ful as the June irewlutio1n. Re·established b01Ur.geois rule in 
Firance requi·re<l >the restormbi'OD. -0f papist rule dn Rome. Finally, 
to smite the Roman revo:Lutiioatarif'!> w.as to 1smite it;he ·allies -0f 
the F.rench revoluti>OlltR.Iies ; the allfaooe -0f the ooun.ter-revolu­
tiionary classes in the constituted Fren�h rrepublic was neces­
sarily SllJJPPlemented by the alLian� of the French republic 
with .the Holy Allianoe, with Naples and Austria. The decision 
-0f the ministerial oounail <>f December 23 was nb secret for the 
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Cons!iiment Assembly. On Ja:ooary 8 Ledi;:u·Rollin had already 
intttr-0ga.ted the ministry concerning it ; the ministry had denied 
iit ·a.ntd the National Assembly had iproceeded .to 'the ooxler of 
the day. Did it trust the word of the ministry? We kn-0-w 
that it .spent the whole month of JanuaJry in giving the mini.stry 
n-0·ca:rufiden1:-e votes. B,ut H it was part of '11he mimstry's role 
to lie, it was ·paT.t of the National Assemb.Jy's r-0le t-0 feign be­
lief in its lie and thereby save the •republican dehors. * 

Mea!ll.1w.hi.le, PiedmoIIJI: wa,s beatlien, Kin:g Albert had abdiicated 
anQ. the Austrd81Il army knocked at the doo-t of France. Ledrn­
Rollin vehemently int.)rr<>g'8.ted. The mimistry proved that it 
had <>'Illy continued in North Italy the policy of Cavaiiignac, and 
Cavaignac o.nly the qx>lioey of the P�ovtisiional Government, i.e., 
j>f Ledru-R-1>1lin. This time it even reaped a vote -Of cOIIlfi.dence 
from the Nati01I1al Asseanibly and was aullhor.ised to occu·py 
tempor.arU.y a suiitab1e poim m Upper Italy, iin order .t-0 give 
sup.port to peaicef.ul negotiations .wiith Austria concerning the 
integmty of Sardima:n territory an<l the quesition C>f Rome. It is 
well known that the fate of Italy is decided -0n the battle fields 
of Noilt:h kaly. HenlOe Rome had fallen with Lombardy and 
Piedmont, or France had t-0 declare war on Austria and thereby 
-on the Eur-0pean .counter-revolution. Did the Nation.al Assembly 
·suddenly talre the Barrot ministry for the old -Committee of 
Public. Safety ? Or itself for the Co.nvenJtion.? 'Why, then, the 
military ioccU1patfon od' ia poiint in Upper Italy ?  The expedition 
111gainst Ro-me was -0overed with this trlllil.Sparent veil. 

On April 14, 14,000 men sailed under Oudinot for Civ:iita 
Vecchia ; on April 16, ·the National Assembly voted the ministry 
a credit of 1,200,000 francs for the maimeruance Qf a fleet of 
intervention in the Mediterranean Sea for rthree mooths. Thus 
it ,gave the ministry every means of interveni'lllg against Rome, 
while !it adopted the pose -0f letlling iit intervene a.giaimt Austria. 
It did not see what the ministry did ; it only he8JI'd what it said. 
Such faith was nort: foun<l in Israel ; the Constituent Assembly 
had fallen iruto the positi-0n of n0:t daring t-0 know what the 
constituted republic ha.cl to do. 

"' Appearances . ...:....Ed. 
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Finally, o-n May 8, the last soene ·of ;the comedy was ·played ;  
the Constituent Assembly ur� the ministry t o  take swift 
measures to ibring the Italian expediitfon ha-ck tG th.e aim set 
for it. Boina:part!e that same evening in�rt.ed a letter in the 
Moniteur, in whioh he lavished the gireaitest appreciation on 
OudiMt. On May 11, rthe National Assembly rejected the bill 
<1£ i.mpeaohment against this 58.IDe BO'llwparte and his ministry. 
And the Moontain, whioh, instead of rearing this w:eb .of deceit 
to pieces, took the ipa.rliamentary �medy tragically, in order 
itself to play in it the role of Fe>uquier·Tinville,50 <lid it not 
reveal its nall:ural petty·bourgeO!i.s calf's hide un-Oer the borrowed 
lion's skin O<f the Comr.entiO'll ! 

The last half Gf the life of the Constituent Assemhly is 
summarised thus : On . January 29, it admits that the ;royalist 
bQurgeois facti<ms are the natural superiors of the republic 
constituted by it ; on March 21, that the violation of the OO'Ilstitu· 
tion is its realisation, and on May 1 1, that the passive alliiaJilce 
of the French irepublic, bombastically ·pmcilia.imecl, with the 
struggling 1peoples means its active alliance with the EUJropean 
counter· revolution. 

This mi.serab1e Assembly left the stage, after it had given 
itself the pleasure, two days before ·tihe anniversary of its ·hirth­
da y, May 4, of irejecting the moti'On of amnesty for rthe June 
fosur�ts. Its power shattered, held .in deadly hat:r:ed by the 
people, irepulsed, maltreated, contemptuously thrown aside by 
the bouTgeo.isie, who� tool it was, foroocl in the second half 
of its Hfe to disavo.w the first, �obhed of its :republican .illu· 
sion, without great crea:tions in t:he past, w.iithout hope in the 
future and with its living body dying bit by bit, it knew how 
to 1galvanise its own oorpse -only by c-o-ntinoually recalling and 
living through over again the June victory, substantiating itself 
by constantly repeated damnation of lthe damned. Vampire, 
that lived on .the blood of the June insurgents ! 

It left behind the state defidt, increased by lthe costs of the 
June insurrecti-On, by the lo.ss of the salt tax, .by :the oompensa· 
tioon it paid the planitaticm o:wnms for abol.i.shing Negro 15lavery, 
by the costs of t�e Roman expedition, by the loss of the wine 
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tax, the abolition l)f which it resolved on when lying at iits last 
gasp, a malicious old man, happy to impose on his laughing 
heir a compl1'-0D1ising debt of honour. 

With W! �-ng of l\1a.rch the agtitation for tzhe election 
of ;1Jhe Legislative National Assemibly had comltnenced. Two 
main groups �pposed each other, the party <0£ order and the 
democratic-sodalist or Red party ; between -the two st-0od the­
Friends of the Constitu.tion, under which name the tricol10.ur-
1republiicans of "the National sought to pnt forward a party. 
The party of order �as formed directly after tihe June days ;. 
only a:f.ter December 10 ha-d all-0wed it !to cast off the coterie 
of the National, of the bourgeois .republicans, did it <li�close 

the s�ret ·1>f its ex.i:stiem:ie, the ooalitioo of Orle.a.nists and Le­
gitimists inito om.e party. The iboorgeoU! cliass fell apim into­
two Mg factions, which, alternately, the big le.nded proipcietors 
under the restored mona.!fchy and the finance aristocracy ancl 
the incfostria:l tbourgeo-isie under the July mon81l'chy, had inam­
!tai:ned a moo.etp0ly -0£ power. Bourbon was the royal name for 
the pre<lomirumt influeJlJCe o.f the inter.es.ts of the one faction. 
Orleans the royal name for the predominant influence of the 
interests of the oither faolfon-the nameless ;realm of the re­
pubHc was the only ooe ii.n wlrich both factilQns could mainiairi 
in equal powetr ·the common class interest, without giving up 
their mutual rivalry. If · !the ·bourgeois republic could n-Oll: be 
anything but the perfee1ted and clearly expres5ed · 1rule <0£ <the 
whole boungeois dass, could it he anytihlrnig hut the rule of the 
Orleanists supplemented hy the Legitimists, and· ·of the Legitim­
ists supplemented by the Orleanists, the synth�is <>f the 
restoration an<l the July monarchy? The houxgeois ·republicans 
of !the Nai,io"iial 'did not repre.�t any large f.raction -0f their 
class resting on ecom�c foun�fatkliru. They had on.Iy the 
i111JPor.ta.noe and the· histoocal tide, as against the two bourgeois 
factions that only understood theiT ·own· pairticular :r:egirh.e, of 

having asserted under the' monarchy the general regime �f the 
bourgeois dass, the nameless realm -0£ the wpublic, which 
they idealised and embelli5hed with antique al"abesques, hut 
in which, a.l»ve all, they hailoo the rule· ·'of theiir coterie: 
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If !the party of the National, girew confused in �ts own mind 
when it doescried the coalesced royalists at the head of the re­
public founded by it, these royalists deceived themselves no less 
concerning the fa.et of their untlired rule. They md not com­
prehend that if each of their factions, regarded by itself sepa­
r.ately, was 'l'oyalist, the product ·of their chemiocal combination 
ihad necessarily to he ;repu!bliica:n, !that the ·White and the b1u� 
morua.rchy had to neutra&-e .eacll other in the tricolour republic. 
Fo-roed by a:ntag.onism to the irevolutionary prolebadat and the 
transition cla.s.ses lt.birOll!ging more ·and more round this as the 
<'..entre, to isummon their uniotecl strength and .to conserve the 
:0rgamsation of this lllllited strength, ea.oh .fadti10n of :the party 
of order, as against .the desires for restoration amd -ove'J!Weeni.ng 
presumptions of the ·ot!her, had to assert !their joint :r:ule, i.e., 
the republican form of bourgeois rule. Thus we find thase 
royalists in the ib.eginnmg !believing in an mnnecliatie restoratio.n, 
lateu- <preserving the republiean form with foaming rage and 
deadly iinvootli,ie · against it on their lips, and finally oonfessing 
that they can endure each oth.eir -0nly in the republic 1and post· 
. .P:Oning ·flhe r.estoratiiOOl indefimtely. The enj o-ynnenit of the united 
rule itself strengthened each of the tw.o factions, and made each 
of them stiill more unable and unw:i�ling ro suho.r<linate itself to 
the other, i.e., to restore the · monarchy. 

The party of -Oll"der directly ;proclaimed in its eledtic>n pro­
gramme the rule of the bouJ1geolisie, i.e., the maii.nlterumoo of the 
life->0onditions <>f its rule, property, the f'8.'IIl!ily, religion, order! 
Naturally it represented its class ·rule and the conditions of 
its class rule as the rule of ci.vilisaiti.cm and as the necessary con­
ditiOIDS of material producti-0n s.s well as of the social relations 
ariSi:ng .from it. The party of order Iliad en10rmoos money re­
soUJrces at ilts oommmd ; ill: organised its branches throughout 
.Framoe ; it had all il!he icleologues of the o.Id society in its pay ; 
it had the influence of the existing gcw-emmental power at its 
disposal ; it posse.ssed an a11my o,£ unpaid vassals in ithe whole 
mass of .petty bou:rigeois and peasants, who, still for 1Iemoved 
from the rev-0luti01D.ary movement, found in the high dignitaries 
of :property the natural represenrtativies w theiir pelty property 
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and its 'Petty prejudices. Tihis party, represented throughout the 
country ·by countless petty kings, could punish the rejection of 
their candidates as insurrection, dismiss the rebellious workers, 
the recalcitrant farm hands, servants, clerks, railway officials, 
penmen, .all it.he functi001aries civilly subordinate t-0 it. Finally, 
here and illhere, it could maintain the delusion that the repuh· 
Hean Constituent Assembly had obsl!r.ucted the Bonapaate of 
December 10 in the mariifestation of his wonder-working 
powers. We have not mentioned the Bona.pal'tists in connectfon 
with :the party .o-f order. T.hey were n<Vt a serious faction of 
the b-Our.geois dass, hut a collectioo of old, SU'perstitious in­
valids and young, sceptical fortune-hunters. The pairty of oo-der 
was victo.rious in the .elections ; it sent a large majority into the 
Legislative Assembly. 

As against the coalesced counter-.rev-ol:utionary bourgeois class, 
the secti"Ons of it.he petty oourgeoisie aind peasant class already 
revolutionised had naturally to join up with .the high di.gndtary 
·of ["f:Ve>luti-0nary interests, the revolutionary pre>letariat. We 
have seen rh-O<W :the democr·aitic spokesmen 'Of the petty hour· 
g.eo.isie. in Parliamerrt, i.e., the Mountain, were driven by parli:a­
menta.ry de.feats t-0 the $0cl.alist spokesmen of the proletari:iiat, 
and ho-w the actual petty .bourgeoisie, outside of Parliament, 
were driven by the concordats a l' amiable, by the brutal en· 
forcemen-t of bour.geois :irrtterests and iby hankrup1lcy t-0 the 
actual proletarians. On January 27, Moontain an<l socialists 
had celehrlllted their reconciliatfon, and art: the great bMquet 
of February 1849, they repeated their act ()f union. The social 
and the democratic, the party of the workers and that of the 
petty bourgeois, were united into the Social-Democraitic Party, 
i.e., the Red party. 

The French 1Tepublic, paralysed for a moment by the iagoony 
that followed the June days, had lived thro.ugh a continuous 
series -0.f feverish exdliemenlts sinoe the Ta�sing o.f the state of 
siege, sinoe October 14. First the struggle for the Pxesidency, 
then the .struggle between the President and the .Constituent 
Assembly ; the struggle for the clubs ; the trial in Bourges,H 

'w·hich, in c-0ntrast to the petty figures of the Preside·nt, the 
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coalesced royalists, the honest republicans, the democratic Moun­
·tain and the socialist doctrinaires -0f the proletariat, caused the 
proletariat's real revolutionaries to appear as antediluvian mon­
ster·s, such as only a deluge oould leave behind on the sllll"face of 
society, or such as could .only precede a soci·al flood ; the election 
agi-tatioo, the execution of the Brea mur<l.erers ; 52 the continual 
pJ:IOCEledin.gs against the piress ; the violent interference of the 
government with the banquets by police action ; the insolent 
ro-yalist provocations ; it.he exhihiti<0n of !the portraits of Louis 
Blanc and Causs�diere on the pillory ; 63 the unbr.oken struggle 
between the oonstituted republic and the Consti1tueDJt Assembly, 
which eacli moment drove the r.ev-0lutfon back to its stailting 
point, whfoh each momerut made the vict.o.rs the V181Ilquished and 
the vanqtU1ishecl the victors and, in a trioe, changed rthe positions 
of the parties and the cl�. thei'f separations and connectfons ; 
tihe upid march of the Eumpea.n oounter-rev<:>lutiO'll ; the gl-Oll'i· 
ous Hungarian fight;  the armed uprisings in Germany ; the 
Roman expedition ; tihe ignominious defeat of the f.rench army 
hefore Rome-in it.his vortie:x '0£ thie movement, in this itoTmel1lt 
of historical unrest, in this dramatiic e:bb and flow of revolu· 
tionary passions, hopes, disappointments, the differeint classes 
of French society had to count their epoohs of devek1pment in 
wooks where they had previously oourned them in half centuries. 
A considerable 'Section of the peasants and of the provinces was 
revolutionised. Not only were ithey disap:poonted in Napoleon, 
but the Reel party offered ithem, instead -0f the "OOine, ithe con­
tent. instead of ·muwry freedom from taxation, repayment of 
the milliard paid t-0 .the Legitimists, the Tegulation of mortgages 
and the suppression of usurers. 

The army itself was infected :with the revolutionary fever. In 
v�ting for Bonaparte iit had v-Olbed for victory, and hie gave it 
defealt. In him it had voted for the Little Corporal, behind 
whOl!ll the great revolutfonary general was conoealed, and he 
g1tve it onoe rn<>re the great genera.Is, behind wh<l'Dl sheltered 
the ;pipe-clay oorp0iral. There Wl3JS no doubt that rthe Red party, 
i.e., the united demooraitic party, was bo.und to celebrate; if ·not 
victory, etill, greait triumphs ; 1ihat Paris, the army and a great 



92 THE CLASS STRUGGLES IN FRANCE 

part of the provinces would vo.te for .it. Ledru.Jl-0ollin, the leader 
o.f .the Mountain, WJa.S elected by five departmeDJts ; no chief of 
the party of or.cl.er bore off such a victory, no can.diidaite ibelong­
ing to the true ;proletarian party. This electfon reveals to us the 
secret -0f the 0dm:nocra1lic-socialist parity. 

If, -0n '1:he one hand, the Mouruta:im., 1the parliamentary cltarn­
pion of the democratic petty bourgeoisie, was fmced to unite wii.th 
the socialist o01Ctrinai�· of the proletariat-the proletaria� 
foroed hy the rerrihle material &feat of June to im.ise .itself up 
a:gain through intellectual vfotories and not yet erutlbled throogh 
the development of rthe r.emaiirning dasses to seize the revolu­

.tionary dictator.sh.i'P, had ro throw itsel.f int<> the arms o.f 1he 
doctrinaires -0£ !its emll:llcipati-0n, the f0tmder1s of .socialist sects 
--on the other hand, the revoluitfiooo,ry rpeasants, the airmy and 
ithe prov.inces �anged !themselves behii;id the Me>untain, which 
thus became the commander in the ·revolutfonary army 'Camp 
and through the understa.n-Oing with ithe Socialists had elimin­
ated every antagonism in l1he revolutionary party. In d:he last 
half of the life .of lthe Con.stitue'l11t ABsiemb1 y it irep.r�ted the 
latter's revolutionary fervour ·and had: buried in ohlivi'OOl its sins 
during the Provisd-cmial Government, during the Executive Coon­

mission., during the June days. In the same measUJre as the 
party of tm National, in a-ccoroa.noe with its half-and-half na­
ture, had all(JIWed itself to he put d01Wn by the royalist rn.imstry, 
the party <>f the M�untiain, whlah haid been brushed aside during 
the onmiipotence -0f the National, rose and asserted :iitseLf as the 
parliamentary representative of the .rev-0lution. ln fact, the party 
o.f the National had nothing ·to oppose to the -Other royalist 
fact.ions hut hon-0urs-huntin.g personalities and idealistic hum. 
bug. The party of mhe Moontain, on the contraay, 'represeo:ted 
a mass wavering between the houJ1geo-isie md .the pro.letariat, 
wh-0se material forterests demanded democratiic institutioilfi. As 
against the Cavaignacs and the Marrasts, Ledru-Rollin and the 
Mountain therefore represented the truth o<f the revolution, and 
from the consciousness of ith.is important :situ11.1tfon they drew 
grea:ber courage the mo� the expression .of revolutionary energy 
limited itself t<> rparl�amentary atita.cks, .bringing in bills of im-
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peachment, 'llhireats, r:aised voices, bhundering speeches, and ex­
tremes which were Qnly pushed as far as phrases. The peasants 
were in about the same positfon � the petty bourgeoisie ; · they 
had more or less the same social demands tio put forward. All 
the middle se.ctions of society, so far as they were driven into 
the revolutionary m01Vemerut, rwere itherefore b-Ofllllld Jto find .their 
revolutionary hero in Led.r.u-Rollin. Led11u·Rollin was the per· 
sonage of the den:ibcl:'atic petty houI1geoilsie. As against �he 
party of order, the half conservative, ihalf revolution.airy a.nd 

wholly utop.ian reformers .o.f this <l't'der had first to he pushed 
to the front. 

The party of the National, the Friends of the Constitution 
quand meme,"" the repu:blicains purs et simples ** were com­

pletely defeated in the elections. A tiny .min-0rity of them was 
sent into the Legislative Ghamher, their most notorious ohiefs 
vanished frOl?ll the stage, even Mar:cia.st, the editOiI' en chef and 
the Orpheus o.f the honest :republic. 

On May 29 the Legislatirve Assembly met ; on JU11Je 1 1, the 
collisicm of May 8 was <renewed and, fo the name of the 
Mountain, Ledru-Ro.Ilin bx.ought in a hill of impeachment 
against the President and ithe ministry for violSltion of the con­
stitution, and for the bombardment of R'Ome. On June 12, tihe 
Legisl�tive Assembly rejected the bill of mnpeachmein.t as rt.he 
Const.iituent Assembly had rej·eclied it -On May 11, but l:lb.e .pro­

letariat this time dr-0ve the Mountain -0n to .the streets, not to a 
street fight, hmviever, -0nly t() .a str.eet p:rocessiQn. It is enough 
to say that the Mounitain rwas at the pead -0£ ithis movement to 
knzyw that the movemem was defeated, an<l that June 1849 was 
a caricature. as laughable a.s ii4: was futile, of J.une 1848. The 
great retreat .00 J.une 13 was only eclipsed by !the still greater 
battle-report -of Changarnier, ithe ·great man that the party o.f 
order improvised. Every social epoch needs itls great men, and 
wihen it -does not dind them, it inveruts diem, as Hel"\\etiULS says. 

On December 20 only one half of the constituted bourgeois 
republic was still in existence, the President ; on May 29 it 

* All the sam.e.-Ed. 
""" Republicans pure and simple.-Ed. 
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was completed by the other half, the Legisla.tive Assembly. 
In June, 1848, the oOIIlstituent bwr5eoiis ·r.epuhlic, hy an un� 
speakable hlow against tJhe ,proletariat, in June, 1849, the con· 
stituted bourgieo� republic, by an umutterable -com.edy with the 
petty bourgeoisie, had inscribed itself in the birth-register of 
histo.ry. June, 1849, was the nemesis of June, 1848. In June, 1849, 
it was not the workers that were vanquished ; it was if::he petty 
how·gieois, standing between them and the 'tevolutiion that were 
felled ; June l 34,9, was not a bloody lbragedy between wage· 
lahour aru:l capita1, but a prison-filling and lamentable play of 
-Oebtors and creditors. The party of order had won, it was all 
powerful ;  it had now to show what it was. 



III 

FROM JUNE 13, 1849, TO MARCH 10, 1850 

(From Number III) 

On Decemh.e.r 20, the Janus head of the constitution�l re­
public had still shown only one face, the executive faoe with 
the indis�nct, plain featur.es of L. Bonaparte ; on May 29; 1849, 
it sho.wed its second face, the leg;isladive, pitted with the scars 
that the orgies of the restora:tfon and the July monarchy had 
le£t behlru:l. With the Leghllative NationBJ! Assembly the con­
stitutional republic •was completed, i.e., the ·repuhlfoan form of 
state, in which tihe rule of the bourgeois class is constiituted, 
the;efore the common rule of the .two great royalist facti-Ons 
that form dhe French bourgeoisie, of the coalesced Legitimists 
and Oriean.ists, -Olf t.M party of order. While the French re· 
public thus ibeca:me the property of the coalition of the royalist 
parties, a.t the same time the European coalition of tlhe counter­
revolutionary powers began a gene.ral cru-sade against rthe last 
places of refuge of the March revolutions. Russia invaded 
Hungary ; Hrussia marched against :the army defending .the iim­
perial coMtitution, ·an<l Oudimot bombar<led Rome. The Euro­
pean �risis was evidently approaching ·a decisive turning point ; 
the ey.es of all Emro.pe were turned cm Paris, and the eyes of 
all Paris -on .the Legislative Assembly. 

On June 11 Ledru-Rollin mounted its tribune. He made no 
speech ;  he foxmuLated a requ.isitory • against the ministers, 
naked, una<l<>med, factual, co.ncentrated, forceful. 

The attack on Rome is a.n attack on the constitutfon ; the 
attack on the R-0man republic !is an attack on the French 

'" In  French law, the demand of the public prosecutor for punishment 
of the accused.-Ed. 

9a 
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repuhlk Article V -Of the e<>nstitution r.eeds : ''The Fren<;h 
republic never employs its military forces �inst the liberty of 
any pee>ple whatsoover"-a.nd .the President emplo-ys the French 
anmy against Roman liber.ty. Artic1e JV -of the constitutio.n 
forbiods the executive power to declare any wa:r whatsoever with­
out the assent of the National Assembly. The Constituent As· 
sembly's resolution <>i .May 8 expressly commands the ministers 
to make the Rome expediti001 oe�mform with the utmost speed 
to im original IIJ.Msi.on ; it therefore just a.s expressly pro.hibits 
war on Rome---and Oudinot homha.rdsi Rome. Thus Ledru·Rollin 
called ithe constitution itself as . a witness ·for the prosecution 
against Bcm•Slparte and his mi:ni&1:ers. At the iroyalist majority oo 
the Nati<mal Assembly, he, the tritbune al the oonStitUJt.i.on., hurled 
the threatening decJ.a:riation : "The .republicans will know how to 
command respect for the oo-nstitution by every means, he it even 
by ithe foTCe of wms!" "By the force of �·rms!" repeated ·the 
hitmdredfold echo of the Mountain. The maj ority ans.wered with 
a terrible tumult; the President of the National .Assembly called 
Le.dru-RoUin to -0rd.er ; Ledru-Rollin repeated the challe�g 
declaration, a.nd .fi.nally laid on ,tJbe President's twble a moti'()l[l 
for the impea<:hment ·of Bonaiparllle .and his minis.ters. By 361 
votes to 203, the National Assembly res1>lved to pass on from 
the bomha:rdment -0f Rome to the simple order of die day. 

Did Ledru-Rollin believe that he could bea.t the National A5-
semhly by means of the oonstituti-1>n, and the President by means 
-0£ the National .Assembly ? 

To ·he sure, the ccmstitution forha.d.e aruy attack o-n the liberty 
-0£ foreign proples, hut what the F1Iench army attacked in Re>me, 
was, according t-o the ministry, not "lilberty" ibut lihe ".despotism 
of ana�hy." Had the Momttain still not ct>mprehended, all ex· 
periences in .thie CoI11Sllituent Asseml;Jy n-0tw.iithstandi.ng, that the 
inllerpretation 1>f the c1>nstituti·on did noo: belong to those who 
had made it, but o.nly to those -who. had accepted it? That the 
letter must ·he constirued in ills living meaning end that the bour­
;grois meaning was its only living meanin·g? That Bonaparite and 
the royalist majority of the National .Assembly were the authen· 
tic interpreters of the ct>nstitution, as the priest is the authentic 
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interpreter of the biib1e, and the jrudge the a.uthentic interpreter 
of the law? Shcmld the National Assembly, fresh f.rom the midst 
� the general elect:i-0.n.s, reel itse1f bound iby !the testamentary 
provisions of the dead Constituent Assembly, whose living will 
an Odilon Bar.rot had broken ? ·  When Led.ru-Ro.llin cited the Con­
stituent Assembly's resolution -0f May 8, had. he forgotten that 
the same Constituent Assembly an Ma.y 11 had rej.ected his mo­
tion for the impeachment {)If Bona.pa.rte and the mi'lri.sters ; that 
it had ·acquiitted the President and the ministers ; that it had thus 
sanctioned the attack on Rome as "coll\SUt:utional" ;  that he ·only 
lodged am appeal .against a j.udgment already delivered ; that he 
finally appealed from 4lb.e republican Constituent Assembly t-0 
the royal.is'f Legislative? The constitution itse1f call.s the insur­
recti-On to its aid, by summoning, in a ispeci.al article, every cit­
izen :to pro<tect it. Ledru-Rollin hased himself on this article. 
But, at thie same rtime, a.re not the .public •powers organised for 
the defence -0of the constitutio-n, and does n.()t the vfola.lion of the 
constitution first ibegin from the moment when one of the public 
ccmMitutim11al 1powers rebeli5 against the other? And bhe Presi­
dent of the irepublic, ·bhe ministers .of the republic and the 
Natioml Assembly of the ;repwblic were in .the most harmonious 
agreement. 

What :the Mountain aUempted on Jwie 11 was "an in"Surirec­
tion within :the limits of pure reason," i.e., a ;purely :parliamen­
tary insurrection. The maj ority of tihe Assembly, intimidated by 
the prospeot of a.n. armed rising of the popular :masses, was, in 
the perso-ns of &naparte and the ministers, to <les-tr<>y its own 
power and bhe s1gni.ficanoe Olf its own electi·on. Had not the Con­
stituent Assembly similairly attempted :to annul the election ·of 
Bonaparte, when it insisted so oostinately on the tlismissa.l o£ the 
Bar.rot-Fialfoux ministry ? 

Neither were ·there la.eking fr.om the time of 1the -Ce>nvention 
models for parliamentary insur.rections, which had suddenly 
transformed completely the relation between :the maj ority and 
<Wie mi111ori.ty-and should the young Moun.ta.in not succeed where 
the old had suc.oeeded ?---11.-0r did tJhe relations at the moment 
seem unfavourable for such an undertaking. The popular unrest 

�lass Struggles in France 7 
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had in Paris rea:ched a -critically high point ; the anny, accoo-.d:ing 
to its vo.ting a.t the election, did not seem inclined towards the 
goviernm.ent ; the legi�lat.ive majority itself was still too young to 
have oonsolida.ted itself and;, .in addition., it consisted of !Qld gen­
tlemen. I.f .the Mounts.in were successfrul in a parliamentary in­
sLUTection, then .the helm of stare fell directly into its hands. 
The democratic petty !bourgeoisie, for its ·part, wished, a.s always, 
for nothing more fervently tb.an cto see the battle fought out in 
the clouds over its head hetween the departed spirits -0f parlia· 
memt. Fmally ooth of them, the democratic petty bourigeoisie and 
its represenbatives, :the Mountain, through a parliamentary insur­
rection achieved ·t>heir great pur.pose, that of breaking the power 
of the hour.geome, without unleashing the proletariat, or .letting 
it appear ooherwise than :in perspective ; the proletariat would 
have ibeen used iwithout becoming dangerous. 

After the vote .of the Na:ti-0nal Assembly on June 11, .a corif er­
enoe took place between some members of the Mounm:in and 
delegates <Jf the workers' secret societies. The latter pressed for 
striking the first blow the same evening. The M-0u.ntain decisively 
rejected thfa plan. On no •accounit did .it want to let .the lea.dership 
slip out of its h:8i!1ds ; its allies were as suspect ito �.t as its antaig· 
onists, and o:ightly so. Tihe memory of June 1848 surged through 
the ranks ·OO the Pemis proletariat more vigorously than ever. 
Nevertheless it was chain.ed ro the alliance with the Mountain. 
The latter represented ,the l.a.rge;st rpart of the departments; it 
exaggerated its iinfluence in th-e iairmy ; it had :at its d.ispo,sal tb.e 
democratic section of the Na.tiDlllo!!-1 Guard ; it had the moral 
power of the shop hehin<l it. To begin the :revolrutio.n at .this 
moment against :the will ·Of :the Mountain, meant for the pr<>le­
tariat, decima.bed moreover by cholera and driv-en out o£ Paris 
in considerable nuanhers ihy <unemployment, t<> repeat the· June 
days of 1848 uselessly, without the situation which had forced 
this desperate struggle. The ·p:rolebarian delegates did the only 
rational thing. They ibound the Mountain to compromise itseif, 
i.e., to come out beyond the oonfines of the parliamen·ta-ry stru�­
gle in the event of its bill of impeachment being rejected. Dur­
in� the whole of June 13, the proletariat :rn.Untained this 5arne 
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sceptically warohful attitude, imd awiai1led a serio.usly engaged 
irrevocable melee between the .democratic National Guard and 
the army, in order then to plunge into the fi.ght and '.Push :the 
revolution forward bey-0nd the petty-bourgeois aim set for it. 
In the .event -Of vfo.t-0ry :the prnletarian commune was already 
formed whioh w-0uld take its plrace beside the official govern­
ment. The Parisian workers had learned in the bloody school of 
June, 1848. 

On J.une 12 ,the Minister Lacrosse lrinnself bro.ught forwaird in 
the Legislative �embly the motion to proceed at once to the 
<liscussiOl!l of the ibill of impeachment. During the night the gov­
ernment made every provision for defence and attack; .the major­
ity of the National Assembly was .d.elierIIri:nied to drive out the 
rebellioUiS min-ority int-0 the streets ; the .minwity itself oould no 
l"WJ:ger .retreat ; the die was cast ;  the bill of impeachment wia.s 
rejected by 377 votes 1o B. The Mountain, which had abstained 
from voting, rush� muttering into the rpropaganda. ha.11.s -Of ·tihe 
"pacific democracy," indlo the newspaper oftic:es of the Derrwcratie 

padfique.* 
Its withdrawal from the H<iuse -of Parliament broke its 

strength as withdrawal from the earth ibroke the strength of .A:D­
taeus, her gie.nt S-On. Samsons in the precincts of ttie Legislative 
Assembly, .they were O'llty Philistines in the precincts oI 1lhe "pa­
oiific demooracy." A 1-0ng, noisy, :ra.mhling debate hegan. The 
Mountafo ,was determined to compel respect for .the constitution 
by ·every means, "only not rby force -0£ aTms." In this decision it 
w<is supported by a macifesto and iby a deputation -0f the 
"Friends of the Coinstitutfon." "Friends -Off the Constitution," was 
what the wreckage of the coterie of the Na.tional, o.f the oour· 
geois-repuhlican ipa.rty -called itself. While six -0.f its remaining 
parliamentary representatives had voted against, the others in a 
boidy votm.g for .the i:rej�ion of ltlhe hill of impea·chmelnt ; while 
Ca.vaignac placed his sehre at the disposal <if the party of order, 
the lwrger, extra-parliamentary part of 'lhe .coreirie .greedily seized 
the opportunity rto �ge frO'lll its positiion of a ipolitical 
pariah, and t-0 press into the .ranks -of the democratic part�. Did 

* The organ of the Fourierists, edited by Considerant. 
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they n<>t appear as the natUT.al shield hearers of this paill:y, 
whfoh hid .iitself behlnid their shield, behind their principles, ibe· 
hind the constitution? 

Till ibreak <l'f day the "Mountain" was in lab-our. l.t gave birth 
it<> "a proclamation to the peopie," whiclh, �:m :the morning of 
June 13, occupied a m-0re or less shamefaced rplace in tw-0 social· 
ii.et journals. It declared the Pr.esiclent, .the ministers, ithe maj<>ri.ty 
oJ ;tthe Legislative .Assembly "outside .the .constitution" (hors la 
constitution) and summoned !bhe National Guar<l, the a:rmy and 
fimlly the people "to arise." "Long live the constitution!" was 
the sl1ogan that rit gave out, a sl-0ga,n tha'I; signified nCJlth.ing other 
than "D()!Wl], with the revolution ! "  

In conformity with ,the "CO.llJStiitutlonal proclamation of the 
Moootain, there was a so-called peaceful demo.nstration of the 
petty hour:geoiis on June 13, i.e., ·a street procession £rom the 
Chateau d' Eau through ithe iboulevaros, 30,000 str-0ng, mainly 
National Guards, unarmed .and with an admixture of members af 
th.e workers' sebret .seotions, moving .along wi'bh the cry: "4ng 
live the c<>nstiitution," which was uttered mechlllllically, ice-c1>ldly 
and with a bad con&cience iby the members <>£ the p.rooession it· 
-self, and thrown :baok ironically ·by the echo o.f the people that 
surged along the siide-walks, iMtea.d of swelling up like thunder. 
F:rom :the many voiced song tJ;i.e chest n<>tes were .missing. And 
when .the rprocessfoin swung by the meetirng hall Qf the "Friends 
of ithe Consitituti0iI1" and a hired herald -of ·the constitution ap· 
pearecl -<>n the ih-0use-.top, vfolently cleaving the air with his 
claquer* hat and from tremendous lungs letting the catch-cry 
«Long live ithe constitution" fall like hail -0n the heads of the 
p.il�rims, they seemed .themsel<ves overcome for a moment by the 
comedy -Of the situatioo. It is well known hQw the procession, 
having arrived at die erut'rance of the ' Rue de la Paix, was re· 
oeived in it.he boulevards by the dragoons and riflemen of Chian· 
gamier in an alitogether unparliamentary way, hO!W in a trice ill 
scattered in all directions and how it threw tbehind it a few 
shouts of "T-0 arms" only in ·Order t·hat the ·parliamerutary call 
to arms <>f June 11 might be fulfilled. 

"' Claquer: one who is paid to clap in the theatre.-Ed. 
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The maj �rity of the Mountain assembled in the Rue du 
Hazard dispersed, when this violent disruption of the peaceful 
procession, the muffled: .rumours of murder of unarmed citizens 
on the b-oulevaros and the gro.wing tumult in the streets seemed 
to iheiral<l. the aipiproach of a rising. Wru1R�Uin at the head ·of a 
smaLl band of deputies sa;vied the hono'UI of .the Mount.a.in. Under 
the protection of the Paris Artillery which had assembled in the 
Palia1s Naitional, they beto-Ok themselves to d1e Conservatoire des 
Art� et Metiens, where the fifbh and .iiJIJ!:b. legiollJS of the Nattrona.1 
Guard were to ar:rive. BUit the Montagnards* waited in vain for 
the fifth and sixth legions ; these discreet N ati:ona.l Guards left 
their representatives in the lurch ; tlie Paris Artillary itself 
prel'.ent� the pee>ple fre>m throwing rup barricades ; a chaotic 
diso.Mer made any" decisfo.n i.mpossiible; the troops of the liine 
advanced wilih. fixed haye>nets ; some of the representatives w�e 
taken prisoner ; while o-thers escaped. Thus ended June 13. 

If June 23, 1848, wias the insurrection of the revolutionary 
p1oletariat, June 13, 1849, was the insurrection of the democratic 
petty l1ourgeois, ea.oh of .these tw-0 insul!'recllions being die classic-
al.ly pure e>epression of the class whi-oh had made it. . 

Only in Lyons did :in: come to an obstinate, bloody cc>nflict. 
Here, where the imlustdal bourgeoisie and tihe industrial prole­
tariat stan<l directly opposed to one anolther, where the workers' 
movement is not, 'as in ·Paris, inclruded in and determined. ;by the 
general movemenJt, June 13, in its reactions, los.t d.ts original 
charaoter. Where .i.t h;roke ·ourt elsewhere in tJhe provinces it <lid 
not kindle .fire-a cold Iightn.i1IJ:g-flash. 

June 13 closes the first period of the Constitutiolll8.l Republic, 
which had attained its nOO"m81l span with the meeting of the 
�ais1a.ti.ve &semID-ly !in May. The whQ}e periiod ,O!f this pirofogue 
i.s filled with noisy struggle tbetwoon the .party -of order and the 
Moulllta:in, between the oomigeoisie and the ·petty bourgeoisie, 
whlc:h strove in v-llliin. agai.nst the oonsoUdatfon .of the hoorgeois 
republic, for which it ibad. itself C-Ollltinruo.usly cons.pired in the 
Prnvisional Government and in the ·Executive C-0mmi.c:sion, and 
for whicl\� during tlie June days, it had fought fanatically 

� Members of the Mountain.-Ed. 
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.against .the ·  pr-0leta.ria.t. The 13:tb of June breaks its resistmce . 
and makes the legislativ:e di.ct!Iatorship of the united royalists a 
jait aci:ompli. * F.:r-0-m this moment the National Assembly is only 
a committee of public safdy of the party of order. 

Paris had put the President, the ministers and the majority of 
the Nati'O-nal Assembly in ia "state 'Of impeachment" ; they put 
Paris in a "state of siege." The Mountain had declared the ma­
jority -0£ the Legislative Assembly "outside the ccmstitution" ; 
for violation of tthe oonstitllllion the maj-0rity handed -0ver the 
Mountain to the haute cour*·"' and proscribed everything in ilt 
that still ha.cl vital foroe. 11.t was .deeimated to a rump without 
Iiead or hea:rt. Tihe minority had .gone as far as t-0 attempt a par­
liiamentary :insurreotio:n ; the maj-Ocr.ity elevated its pa.Tliamem.tary 
despotism to law. It decreed new stan&ng orders, which an'Dihi-
1ate .the fre-edom of the irnibune an'Cl authorise It.he president of 
the National Assembly .to punish the :representatives for infringe­
ment of the standing m.dem with censorship, with fines, with 
withdrawal of the indemnity moneys, with temporary expulsion, 
wit11 incarceration. It hung over the rrump of the Mountain the 
whip instead of the swor<l. Tlie ,remainder of the deputies of the 
Ivfounttain had -0w·ed it Ito their honour to make a mass eJcit. By 
sudh .an act the .d:i&solu.tiO<IJ. <>f the pa.rty of -0r.der would have 
been hastened. It must have broken up irntl:o its original compo­
nent parts from the moment wthen n-Ot even the appearance of an 
{)ipposill:i-O!Il held it t-o.gether any longer. 

Simukanoously with their .parliamentary power, the demooraitk 
petty bo.urgeois were robbed of their armed power through lthe 
dissoluti-on of the Paris Artillery and the 8th, 91h iand 12th leg­
ions of the National Guard. On the -0ther hand, ithe legion of 
high finance, wthioh had raided the print sh-01ps of Boule and 
Roux on June 13, destroyed the presses, ·played havoc w:iJth tthe 
offices -0f the republfoan j.ournals and .wrbitrarily arrested editors, 
compositor.s, ·.printers, despatch clerks and errand ooys, receiv.ed 
the most stirring encoora:gement .from the tribune of the Na-

* Accomplished fact.-Ed. 
* * High court.-Ed. 
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tional Assembly. All over France the dissolution of the NatiO'llal 
Guards suspected of repu,blicanism was repeated. 

A new press law, a new liaw of association, a new law on the 
state of siege, the prison..s of Paris overflowing, the political 
fugitives -driven out, all the journals that go beyond the limits of 
the Naticnal suspended, Ly-0-ns and the five departments sur· 
rounding it surrendered to the brutal chicanery -Otf military des­
potism. the parquets* ubiquitotis and the army -0f officials S{' 
often purged, purged -0nce more-these were the inevitahle, !the 
constantly recurring commonplaces o£ victorious reaction, only 
wnrth me1$ioning after the massacres and the deportations of 
June, beciluse this time they were -directed not only llo0'3.inst Paris, 
but also ·against ithe departments, not only against · 

the prole­
tariat, .but, ahove all, against the mid-dJe da.sses. 

The II'epressive ,]1a.ws, by whic:h the deo1ruriatiJOn of ia. .  state of 
siege was left to the discretion of the gov.ennment, the press still 
more firmly muzzled ancl the right of a.ssocill!tion annihilated, 
absorbed the whole of the legislative activity of the National 
Assembly, during the months -of June, July and August. 

Nevertheless, this epoch is characterised not by the exploita­
tion of victory in fact, but in principle; not by the resolution-s 
of the Nati-01I1al Assembly, but :by the grounds advanced for th� 
resolutions ; n-0t hy the thing, but by the phrase; not by the 
phrase but by di.e aooen!t and the gesture whlch enliven the 
phrase. The unreserved, unashamed expressi-O;n .of royalist senti­
ments, �he con.oomptuously aristocrati.c inSilllts t() the -republic, 
the ooquettishly frivolous babbling of the resroratiion aims. 
in a word, the boastful violation of republican decorum, ,give its 
peculiar tone and .colour to this period, Long live the ccmstitu­
tion ! was the battle-cry of the ·vanquished ()f June 13. The victors 
v:ere therefore abs-olved from the hypocrisy of constitutional, 
i.e., republican, speech. The coun:ter-r.evolutio0n conquered in 
Hungary, Italy and Germany, and it -believed ·that the restora· 
ition was already at the gaJtes of F.ranoe. Among ithe masters of 
ceremonies of the factions of order, ithere en-sued a real compe­
tition to document [llhek ro.ya:liam in the Moniteur, and to ·con-

• Parquet; olli� of the public prosecutor.-Ed. 
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fess, repent 'and beg pin.don before God ian<l man for .JWbera.l sins 
perchance committed .by them under the republic, No .day passed 
without the February Revolutio.n. bein:g declared a public misfor­
tune from the ltrilhune of the National Assembly, without some 
Legitimi.st provincial cabbage·] unker solemnly stating that he had 
never recognised the republic, witholllt one of the cowardly de­
serters and trait-Ors oo the July mona·rchy relating the belated 
deeds of iheroi.sm in the iperfor:ma.'1.ce of whfoh -0nly the •phHan­
thro.py of Louis PihiHppe or .other misunderstandings hindered 
him. What was admirable in the February <lays wa.s not the 
magnanimity rof the vfotOirious .people, hut the self-sacrifice and 
moderation oif lthe .royalists, who ha<l allowed it t� ·he victorioos. 
One representative of the people proposed to divert part of the 
money destined for the relief of those wounded in February to 
the Munioi/pal Guarids, who al-one in those da.ys had <leserved 
well of the fan:herl�. Another .wanted to have an equestrian 
&a/tue decreed to llhie Duke .o<f Orliea.ns in. the PZace de Carrousel. 
Thiers called the constitution a dirty piece -0£ paper. There 
appeared in suooession on the ibriliune Orleanists, to repent of 
their conspiracy a� the legiJtianate monarchy ; Le.gitimists, 
who repI-Oached themse1ves with 'having hastened the overthrOIW 
orf moil!al"chy in .general iby resisting the illegitimate mOIIIJarchy ; 
Thiers, wh(I repented of having intrigued against Mole ; Mole, 
who ·repentred of having :iln:trilgued aigatlnst Guizot ; Barrot, w.ho 
repented of havilillg intrigued ag18.inst all lthree. The cry "Long 
live the Social-Democl'l8tic repuhlic! "  was decLared unco-nstiitu­
tional : the .cry "Lang .li/ve i:he republic ! "  was proseout'ed as 
social-democratic. On the armiversary of the Batli}e of Warerr­
loo, a deputy <leclwred. : "I foa.r an inva:siioil Olf the Prussiians 
less 1thmn. ·bhe entry o.f the rev-0luti.-0nary refugees into France." 
To the .complaints · .about !the terrorism which was organi5ed in 
Lyons and in the neighibo.uring departments, Baraguay d'Hil­
.Hers answered : " I prefer the White terror to the Red terror." 
(J' aime mieux la Uirreur blanche que la terreur rouge. ) And 
the Assembly aipplau·ded franticallty every time

_ 
that 8lll. epigram 

against the republic, against the rev<»lUticin, against the constiitu­
tion, for the mo-mrc:hy oir for the Holy Alliance fell f.rom the 
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lips · e>f its orato!IS. E�ry infringement .of .the minullest I"epub­
lican for:mali'ties, for example, addressing It.he representllltives 
as citoyens, filled .the kmghits of oroer rwith enthl.ISliasm. 

The ,by-election in Paris on July 8, held undetr d1e influence 
of the state of siege •and ·of the abstention -0£ a g.rea.t part of 
tlle proletariat fro.m the ballot box, the taking of Rome by the 
French army, rthe entry of !the red em:imences * into Rome and, 
in their train, ithe inquisition and monkish te�rorism, added 
fresh viote>ries to llhe vfutooy of June and .increased the intoxica· 
ti.on of tb.e party of .order. 

Finally, iin the middle of Aiuguslt, half ·with the initention of 
attending .ihe Department .Councils just assembled, -half through 
exhausti9n from the :tendencious orgy .o.f many mooth.s, ll:he 
royalists decreed the pre>rog�on .of the Nati.ooa.l Assembly ;f;o,r 
two months. With itransparant ir.ony, they le£t hehind a ce>m· 
mission of twenty-five representatives, the cream of the Legitim· 
ists ·and the Orleanists, a Mole and a Changarni.er, as proxies 
for the Nati01D.al Assembly and as guardians of the �lie. 
The irony was me>re profound than they suspected. They, con'­
demned iby hisfl:ory to he1p to overithrow the me>lllarohy they 
lo.ved, were destined iby iher lto conserve the republic they hated. 

The seooru:I period in the life of the con.stitUJtiona1 :republic, its 
period of royalist boorishness, closes with the proroguing of 
the Legislative Assembly. 

The state of siege in Paris was again raised, the activities 10f 
the press ih.ad again begun. During the suspension :of the Social· 
Democratic papers, during the perioo of repressive .legisl1aticn 
and royalist hlu..�ers, the Siecle, the old literaTy irepr.esen:tativ:e 
of the monarchist-constitutional petty bourgeois, repuhlicani.sed 
itself ;  .the Presse, :the o1d literary expr.essi.on of the bourgeois 
reformers, democratised itself; iwhile ithe Natimwl, the old c1assiic 
organ of the republican bourgeois, socialised itself. 

The secret s.ocieties grew in eJdtent and initensi:ty in the 
measure that the public c1uhs ,became funpossDble. The industriial 
associations of we>rkers, tolerated aJS purely tr!lde companies, 
while Qf no account economicaHy, !became politically so many 

* Cardinals.-Ed. 
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means of cemen;ting too pr·ciilebalriait. June 13 had struck off the 
officiial heads of the different semi·-revolutionary parties ; the 
mas9e8 that remained w001 their iow.n hea<l. The knights rof 
'°'rder had intimi.dated the Red Tepublic iby ·propheci.e.s of terror; 
the .b@se excesses, the hyperoor.ea.n. atrocities· of t:he vict01r.ious 
counter-l'ev-0luti'On .ini Hungary, in Baden and in R<rme washed the 
"Red republic" white.·' And the discontented :intermediate classes 
of Fir-enc.h society began <!JI) prefer the promises of the Red republic 
with itS problematic terrors to the teno.rs of the �ed monarchy 
with its ·actual hopelessness. No Socialist in Fram-re di<l more 
actual revo1uti()nary ptropaganda than Haynau.5' A chaque cap· 
acite sewn ses oeuvres !* 

In the meantime Louis Bonaparte exploit.ed ithe recess of tlie 
Nati·onal Assembly by makIDg .prinioe'ly tours Olf the provim.{:es, 
ithe most hot-blooded Legitinrists made pilg.rimage.s •to Ems, to 
the-grandchild of the saintly Ludwig, and :the mass of .the popular 
representatives -on the side of or.der intrigued in the .department 
councils, which had j ust met. It was necessary to make them 
p'ron<mnoe wihat the majority of the National Assembly .did no.t 
yet <lare <!Jo .pronounce, an umgen1t mo.t!ioO'tl for immediate re­
vi5ion of :t.he constitution. Accor.ding ro the co·ns!li.tutioo, the 
constitution .coul<l only be revised in 1852 by a National 
Assembly called together expressly for ·this ·purpose. If, however, 
the majorioty of the department roun-cils ex·pressed themselves 
in ;this sense, was not the National Assembly bound to sacrifioe 
the virginity of the �on.stitutlon to the voo.ce of Fr1LTJJce ? The 
National Assembly ente:ritad,ned the same hopes in regar<l to these 
provincial assemblies ·as .the rums in Volitaire's Henriade en· 
tertained in regar.d to ·the pan doors.* *  But, some exceptions 
apart, the Potiphars of the Nati-onal As,sembly ha.cl to deal with 
j ust so ma:ny Josephs of ithe provinces. The vast majority di(! 
.not want to lllll.derstand .the importunate msinuation. The •revi-si'O-n 
of the oonstitution was frustra,ted hy the very instruments by 
wldch it wa'S to have been called into being, by the votes �f the 

, * To each capacity 1 according to �ts works.-Ed. 
* "' Hungarian foot-soldiers in the Austrian service, so called from Pan· 

dur, a village in Hungary where they were first raised.-Ed. 
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department councils. The voioe of Franoee, and indeed of hour· 
geois France, had 5poken and had sipoloen ·against :revision. 

At ithe beginning of Oot.ober the Legiislativie Assembly met 
once more--tanturre mutatu.s ab illo. *-Its lineaments were com.­
p l«ely changed. The unexpected rejection. of re\.ision on the 
part of tbe departmmt icouncils had � it hack within the 
li.miitis of the constitution aind mdicated <the .}rimits of its term 
Qf life. The Orleandsts had become mistrustful ·heca:u&e of the 
pilgrimages of the Legitimists rto Ems ; the Legiitimists had 
g;r-01Wn suspicious on accoiunt oo tlre negotiations of the Orlean­
i.sts mth LondOiD.;�5 ithe journals o.f ·the bwo f.a.otions ha.d fanned 
the fire and weighed the .recip.ri>eal claims of their pretenders. 
Orleanists and Legiti.mists grumbled in unison concerning the 
xnachina.tions .of the &napa.rtists, ·which showed themselves in 
thoe princely tours, in the more or less obvious emam.cipatory 
•empts of the President, in the -presumptuous fanguage of the 
Bonaparti& newspapers ; Louis Bonaiparte .giru.mhled conce� 
the National Assembly, which found -0nly the Legitimist-Orlean­
i5t CQIIIS])iracy legitimate, ooncerning tihe ministry, which be­
trayed him ccmtinually to this Na.tional Assembly. Fmadly, the 
ministry was dtself divided ·On :the ROODan .policy and oo the iin­
oome itaJc ;pro.posed by the Minister Passy, and decried as social­
istic by 'the oonservatives. 

One Qof the first bills -Olf the Barro.t ministry in th_e re...a.ssem­
bled Legis.lati.Vie was a demand for a medit of 300,000 francs 
for the payment o.f a wiidow's ,pension to the Duchess of ·Or:lean.s. 
'The National Assembly gralllted it and added Ito the list of debts 
of the French Dl8.tion a sum of sevien milH-0n francs. Thus while 
Louis Philippe continued to play with success the Tole of ithe 
pauvre honteux, of llihe ashamed .begga.r, the ministry neither 
dared t"O mov.e '8Il increase of salairy for Bonapairl!e nor did the 
Assembly appear inclined to grant it. And Louis Bonaparte, as 
-ever, vacillated in the dilemma : .Aut c�sar aut Cli.chy !** 

The minister's seco.nd >demand for a. credit, one <Jf nine mi1-
lion francs for the costs of the Rome expedition, increased the 

<i. How greatly changed from the former.-Ed . 
.. Either Czsar or Oicby !-Ed. 
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tension between Bonap8111te, on the one hand, and the ministers 

and rthe National AssemhJy, on the -Ollher. Louis Booap.arte !had 
inserted a letter to his 1>rdexly officer Edgar Ney :in <the Moniteur, 
in whicli he bound the �apist govemmenJt. to constitutional 
guaranteei>. The ,pC>pe, for his part, haid published an address, 
m.otu pro prio, ·x- in which he rej ectied any limitation of his re· 
stored rule. 1Bonaparte's letter, with considered indisoretfon. 
raised the cul1tla.in 0<f his cabinet, in order to expose· himself to 
the ·eyes of :the gallery as a benev:ol.emt genius who was, how­
ever, misunderm� m.d shackled in his own ihoU!Se. It was no.t 
the first time that he had coquetted with the "timid mghits of a .  
f.ree soul." Thier:s, the reporrer ·of the commission, completely 
ignQred Bonaparte's fli�t and contented himself with trans­
lating the paipiJSt aillocution int-0 ·French. It was nQlt the min­
is.try, hut Victor Hugo that sought Ito swve !the President ithrough 
an . order ()f the day in whioh the Naticmal Assembly was to 
express its agroomen/t wi'lh Napoleon's le!Iter. Allons done! 
Alums done! ""* With this :disrespectful, friv.olous interjection 
the majority �uried Hugo's motion. The policy of the Presi­
clelllt? The letter of the President? The President himself? 
Alums done! Allons done! Who lfhe devil takes Monsieur Bona­
parte au serieux * * * ?  Do y-0u belii.eve, Monsieur Victor Hugo, 
that we believe you, that you be�ieve in the President? Allons 
done! Allo.ns done! 

finally, the hreaoh hetween Bon81pairte and the National As­
sembly was ihaisten:ed iby the discussfon on the recaU oif ithe 

Orleanists and the Bourbons. In the default of ,the mlliistry, 
the cousin -of the President, the son .of the ex-Icing -0£ West· 
phalia, had put forward this motion, which had no e>ther purpose 

'than to push '.nhe Legitimist and the Orleanist .pretenders •down 
to the same level, or rather a 1-0wer level than the Bonapartist 
.pretender, who at least stood in fact at the head of the state. 

Napoleon Bonaparte was disrespectful enough ito make the 

recall of the expelled ro.yal families and the amnesty of the 
* Of his own free will.-Ed. 
*"' Get along with you !-Ed. 
"' *"'  Seriously.-Ed. 



FROM JUNE i3, 1849, TO MARCH 10, 1850 109 

June insurgents parts of one and :the same motion. The indigna­
tion o.f the majority �ompelled him immediately to apologilse 
for this sacrilf1gi.ous j•oini.ng of the holy am.cl the :impi-Ous, of 
the royal :races and ·the piroletarian hTOod, of >the fixed Sitars 
of rocieity and o£ its swamp lights, and to assign to each of the 
two motions the posiitio.n prc>per to ilt. The maj or:i,ty en-ergetical·­
ly rejected the recaH of the royal family, and Ber:ryer, the 

Demosthenes of the Legitimi.Slts, left no <foubt .abowt ithe mea.nii.ng 
of :lihe v.ote. The civic -degradaoon of rthe pretenders, that 
is what is irutended ! It is desired ,to ro.b them of /their halo, 
of the last majesty that is left to them, the majesty of exile! 
·"Wmt, cri� Berryer, would be thou@ht of him ·among the ·pre­
tenders .who, forg;ettinig Ms august origin, came here to live 
as a simple private inidividua�? It cO'Uld not have been more 
clearly intimated to Louis Bonaparre that he had not gained 
the day !by his presence, that if the royalists in c«>aliJtion needecl 
ih.im here iln France as a neutral person in the President's chair, 
the serious pretenders .to ithe throne had t<> be kept <>ut of pro­
fane sight by the .fog of exile. 

On November l, Louiis Bonaparte answered the Legislative 
AS9emhly with a message which li.n ipretty sharp rwords anno.unced 
the dismissal of the Barrot ministry aru:l the formation ()f a 
new ministiry. The Barrot-Falloiux ministry was .the ministry 
of the royialist ooalition, the d'Hautpoul mimisitry was the min­

istry of Bonaparte, tlie organ of !the President ·as 1against the 
Legislative Assembly, .the mi-nistry of tthe clerks. 

Bonaparte was no longer the merely neutral man of Decem­
ber 10, 1848. Possession of the e:xiecutive power had grouped 
a number .of interests raround him, the struggle with anarchy 
forced the iparty <>if order even ii:() increase his iinfluen.ce, and if 
he was no long.er popular, ithe par;ty of order was unpopular. 
Could hie not ho.pe to icompel the 0!"lea.nists and the Legitimists, 
through their rivalry as well as through the necessity -0£ wme sort 
<>f monarchist restoration, to :oocognise the neutral PTesiclent? 

From November 1, 1849, dates the tMrd period in it.he life 
of the constiltUJtional republic, a period :which doses wibh March 
10, 1850. Not only does the r.egulia.r play, so much admired hy 
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GuizOlt; of .the cO!Il:Stitutiona.l institutions now begin, but the 
quarrel bmwoon executi'V.e ami. Iegis1ati'Vtl power. As against 
the hankering;s for restoration on the .part of d1e united Orlean­
·ists and Legitim:ists, Bonaparre irepresenl>s the title ()f his ootual 
power, i!!he republic; &s agafust the ·hankerings for restoration 
on tihe part of Bonaparte, the party of .order repiresents ,the title 
o.f its common rule, .the .republic ; as aigainst the Orlea:nists, the 
Legiitimists an.d as against .the Legiitimists, the Orleanists repre· 
sent the status quo, * the repuhld.c. A11 these .factions of the party 
of Qroer, each of 1Wbfoh ih111S its own king and its own restora­
tion in petto, * *  mutually .assert, as against their ri¥als' desirres 
for usunpatfon and elevatfon, the common rule of the bour­
geoisie, the form in which ithe par.ti{:ular claims .remain neutral­
ised and resea"Ved-th.e !republic, 

Just 3JS Kant makes ithe republic, ais 1llhe only l"ational form o.f 
s.tate, a postulate of practical reason who.se realisation is never 
attained, bUJt whose attainment mtl9!: .always ·· be striven for and 
mentally adhered to as the goal, so these royalists make the 
monarcihy. 

Thus :the coostituitional republic had gone forth from the 
hands of the bourgeois .republicans as a ooll<>w ideological 
formula, to a form full of ic<>ntent an:d Hfe m the ihands of the 
royalists, in coalruon. And Thiers spoke mo,re truly than he 
suspected, wh.en he said : "We, the royalists, a:re the true pillars 
of the constituti:o.llla!l republilc." 

The overthrow of .the ministry of the ooalition, and tihe ap· 
pearance of the milnistry oif the clerks has a second s1gniJicance. 
Its finance minister 1W.as Fould. Fould as ·finance minister signi� 
fies the official surrender of French nat00111al wealth ,to the 
Bour·se, the · management of ithe state's ·property by the Bourse 
and .in the interest ()f ithe BoUII"se. With the nomicn·ation of Foul.d, 
the finance aristocracy annoruroed its remration in the ·M oni· 
teur. This restoratfon necessarily supplemented the other re· 
storatioTuS, which form just so many links in the chain of the 
consti'hrtion.al repuhlk. 

,* Unchanged position.-Ed. 
,. * In ·reserve.-Ed. 
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Louis Philippe had never dared to make a real loup-cervier, 
(Bourse WJOlf) finance ministeir. Just as his monarchy was the 

ideal name for tlie rule -0f the high ;bourgeoisie, in his ministries 
the privileged interests had t-0 bear ideol1)giaally neutral names. 
The hoorgeois republic everywhere .pushed iinto the for.efr.ont 
what the different mooa.rchies, Legitimist as iwell as Oirlea.nist, 
kept .cpncealed in the background. I.t ·made earthly what they 
had made hei;venly. Ln ·pl•are of tlb.e names of the saints, it put 
the ibourge<>is pro-per n.ames of the ruldng class i'nteJreS.ts. 

Our whole exiposd.tfon has s.ho·wn hOIW the republic, from .the 
first day o.f its existence, did not overthraw the finance aristo­
cracy, but co:nsolidated it. But the concessi.<ms that were made 
to irt: were a fate t-0 whioh: submission was made without :the 
desiTe to bring it about. With Foukl, the .initiative in the gov­
ernment returned :to the finance aristocracy. 

The questfon will ibe asked how tthe bourgeoisie in coalitfon 
could bear and suffer the 0ru1e of ifinance, rwhich under Louis 
Philippe depended QIIl the exdusiOIIJ. or suh-Orclination of the re­
maining bourgeois fractions. 

The answer is simple . 
. First of all, the frn.anc.e axistocria:cy itse:Lf forms . a weighty, 

authoritative part of tthe royalist coalition, whose common g.ov­
ernmental rpower is the republic. Are not the spokesmen and 

.lea.ding lights among the Orleanists the old confederates and 
accomplices of the nnance raristocl18.Cy? Is i•t not itself the 
goliden phalanx o,f O.rleamsm? As far ·as the Legitimi.sts are 
con�rned, in practice tll.ey had already paaticiipated in a.11 th� 
-0rgies of the Bourse, mine and railway speoula-tion.s under Louis 
Ph.ilippe. In general, the combination of lar.ge 1'8.llded property 
w:iith higih finance is a noI1IIlal factor. Proof :  England ; proof : 
even Austria. 

In a country like France, where the volume Qf natioml ipro­
du1et:ion staru:ls .at ra disproportionately .lowea" level than the 
am-0unt of the national debt, where ithe state revenue . .fomns the 
most important subject .00 speculation and the Bourse the cliief 
market for the investment of caipir!.a.l that wants to turn itself 
to account in ian unproductive way-in such a country a count-
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less number of peo.ple of iaU: bour.geois or semi-bourgeois classes 
must participate in the state debt, in the Bourse giamblin:gs, 
in finance. D o  not all these subaltern participants fi.nid bheit 
natural -mainstiayis and commanders in the fiact:ion wlrich repre­
sents :!:his interest in its vastest -01Utlines, which ::represents it as 
a whole? 

By what is the :reversion of the stare property to .h.i.gh .finance 
conditioned ? By the ooll6tantly ·gr-0wmg :indeh�s of the 
state. And llhe indebtedness of the S'tare? By the constant excess 
of its expenditure 10:ver d.ts income, a .disproportion which is 
simultaneously the cause and effect of the system of state loons. 

In order to escape from this indebtedneSiS, the state must 
either r.estriot .its e:xipenditure, i.e., .simplify and curtail the gov­
ernment organism, goviern as ld.ttle as possible, employ as small 
a personnel as p-OiSsible, enter as little into relations with bour­
geois society as possible. This path was impossihle for the 
party .of o:rider, whose means of repression, whose -0flicial inter­
ference for ll'easons of state and whooe universal presence 
through organs of state were bowid to increase .in the same 
measure as its ·rule and tihe life-ccmditions oif iits cl.ass were 
t.hreatened from mo.re numerous sides. The gendarmetie could 
not be reduced 'in the same measure as attacks on per.sons and 
property increase. 

Or the state must seek 1to el'llde .the de.bts and produce an im­
mediate but transitory baiance in its .budget, by putting extra­
ordinary taxes on 1the shoulders "Of bhe wealthiest classes. In 
order to withdll'aiw the national wiealth from exploitation by the 
Bourse, was the par.ty of order to sacrifice its own wealth o.n 
the altar of the fatherland ? Pas si bete! * 

Therefore, wfoholllt a complete revolutfon dJi the Frenoh state, 
no xev.olution in the Firench state's budget. Afong w.ith thi:s 
State budget necessarily goes stare indebtedness, and wi.th state 
'irudebtedness illecessa:nily goos ithe lt'ule of the !trade in stare debts, 
of the .stiate er.editors, the hankers, rhe money deialers and ithe 
wolves of the Bourse. Only a ifraiCtiion of ,the iparty ·of ·order 
was directly concerned in the overthrow of the finance aristo-

.. Not so stupid.-Ed. 
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-cracy-the manufacturers. W.e are not speaki:ng of the :imddle, 
-of ·the smaller industrial'5 ; we are .speaking .of the ·rulers of the 
iacto.ry interest, who had formed the br:oad basis of llhe dynastk 
opposition under Lcmis Philappe. Thei.r interest is indubitably 
ieduction of 'the costs of pro.ductio-n, therefore reduction -0.f the 
iax-es, which enter into p.roductioon, 'therefore reduction of the 
state debts, the interest on which enters into the taxes, there­
fore llhe overthrow o.f the finance aristocracy. 

In England-and the :lar.ge.st: French .rnanufa<:turers are petty 
DC)Urgeois as �gia.imt tbeiir Engli�h rivals-we really find the 
lnanruf.acturers, a Cobden, a Bright, at the head of the clLL$&de 
against the hank .and rtbe stock exchange aristooracy. Why not 
in Fnan{:e ? In Eng1a.nd industiry rules ; in France, agriculture. 
In Engla111cl industry requires free trade ; in France, p.rotecti'<>n, 
national monopoly besides .other mCl'Tiopolies. French industry 
<loes not OC)minate French pr-oduction ; the French industrial­
ists, therefore, do not domini8.te the French bourgeoisie. In 
order to put thr.ou.g:h itpcir interest ag.ainst the remainiing 
fr.actions of the bourgeoisie, ,they cannot, like the English, take 
the lead of the m0ovemmt an.d simult.anoously push their class 
foterest to the fore; they mlllSt foll-O'W .in "1he tnain 0of the revolu­
tion, and serve interests which iare i>pposed to the collective 
interests e>f their class. In F ebruairy they had misunderstood 
their ·positio-n ; Feb.ruary shairpened their wits. And who is more 
directly threaoten.ed hy the workeins .than 1Jhe employer, the in­
.Justrial capitalist? The manufact.urer, llherefore, o-f necessity 
became in Fr.ance the most fanatical member ·of the. party of 
-order. '11he ;r.educti<0n -0f <his profit :by finance, wrhart is 
tha:t compared with the abolition -0f profit by the rpr-0le­
tariait? 

In France, the petty bourgeois does what normally the indus­
trial bourgeois would have rto O'O ; the worker does what n-0nnal­
ly would be tihe tiask of the iperty boor.gieois, and die task -0f the 
worker, who solves �hat? No 0one. Irt is lll(}t solved in Friance ; 
it is proclaimed in Fira:nce. It is not s-olved anywhere within 
the natio.nal walls; the da.53 wa.r within French .society turns 
int.o -a world war, in whiclt the inallions confron;t one an• 
Class Stnigeles in France 8 
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other. The solution hegtlns o.nly at the moment when, rthr-0ugh 
the wOll'ld wiS::r, the proletari!llt is pushed to .the head o.f the 
people that dominates the w<>rl<l market, Ito the head of Eng­
land. The irev<1lutio0n, whiich finds here, not its encl, but its or­
ganisational beginning, is no short-lived Tevolution. The present 
generwtion is like the Jieiws, w:hom Moses led thr<>ugh the wild­
erness. It has n-0t OJily a new world 1t<1 conquer, it must go 
under, in order to make ,room for the men who are fit for a 
new world. 

Let us return to �\mid. 
On November 14, 1849, Fould mounted the trihi.me of .rhe 

National Assembly and expounded his system of finance : 
Apologia for ithe old system .of taxes! Retention of the wine 
tax ! Repeal of Passy' s income 'tax! 

Passy, too, was no revolutionary ; he was an o:ld minister -0£ 
Louis Philippe's. He befong00 to the puritans of the Dufaure 
hran.d and to the m-0st intimate ·confidants of Teste,* the scape­

goat of tthe July monarchy. Passy, too, had praised <the old tax 
system and recoonmended the retienti-On of \the wine tax ; but he 
had, at the same time, tom the veil from the state deficit. He 
had declared the nece9Sity for a new tax, the income tax, if it 
w ere desired to avoid llhe bankruptcy o-f the state. ·Fould, who 
recommended stare bankruptcy to Ledru-Rollin, recommended 
t..lie starte defic�t to the Legislative Assembly. He promised 
economies, the sea� of ;which Lauer rev�aled itself in 'llhat, for 
example, the expenditure dim.imshed by sixty :millions, while 
the floating debt increased by two hundred million.s--conjuring 
tricks in the grouping of figures, in 'IJhe drawing up of accounts 
rendered, which all ,finally resulted in new loans. 

Aliongside the Q:t>her jealous bourgeois factions, the finance 
aristocracy under Fould naturally did not act in so shamelessly 

* On June 18, 1849, before the Chamber of Peers in Paris, the trial 
of Parmentier and General Cubieres began for bribery of officials with a 
view to obtaining a salt works concession and of the then Minister for 
Public Works, Teste, for accepting such money bribes. The latter. dur­
ing the trial, attempted to commit suicide. All were sentenced to pay 
heavy fines; Teste, in addition, to serve three years' .imprisonment. [Note 
by Frederick Engels.] 
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corrupt a manner as under Louis Philippe. But the sysrem r� 
mained :the same, constant increase in the debts and masking 
of the deficit. An.cl, in time, the <1l.d Bourse swindling ea.me out 
more openly. Proof : the law concernd.ng the Avignon railway ; the 
mysterious fluctuations in government stockis, for a .brief space 
-the t<>pic ·of the hour 11hr-0oughout Paris ; fiI1Jally, the ill-sta.rred 
specul1ations of Fould and Bonaparte on the electi<>ns of 
March 10. 

With the official trestorat:ion Otf it1he finance arisbOCTacy, the 
French people h_ad soon again to stand before a February 24. 

The Constituent A'5sembly, in an at�k <>f misanthropy 
against its heir, ihiad aho.lished !the wine tax for the year of the 
Lord, 1850. With the abolition l()f .old tues, now dehts could 
not be paid. Cr�ton, a c� of the party of order, ref.ore the 
proroguing of t.he Legisl.aiti:ve Assembly, already moved the re­
tention of the wine tax. Fould took up this motion in the name 
of the Bonapar:t:ist ministry and, o0n December 20, 1849, the 
annjversary of the proclamatiQn of Bonaparte, ·the Na1tfonal As­
sembly decreed tihe restora:tfon of the wine tax. 

The sponsor of this !I'estorati.on was not a :fil18Ilder ; it was 
the Jesuit chief, Montalembert. His argument was strikingly 
simple : T.uation is the mater.nal breast on which the g<>vern­
meut is suckled. The government is the instrument of re­
pressfoin ;  it. is tlie ()IJ'gan .of ia.uthoriity ; it is .the army ; !it is the 
police ; it is the officials, th.e j udges, the ministers ; it is the 
priests. The a.tt11-ck on }taxation is the attack of the anarchists 
on the sentinels of order, who safeguard the material a:nd 
spiri:tual production o.f bourgeois sociiety from the inroads o.f 
the pro.letari.an v.andalis. T<axaiti-0n is the fifth goo, side by side 
with property, bhe f.amily, order and reUgion. And the wine 
tax is i1n.contestably taxation and, moreover, not vulgar, but 
tradi:tfonal, mona.rchically disposed, .r.espectaible taxation. Vit•e 
l'impot des boissans! * Three cheers and .one cheer IDOJ'e !  ** 

The F.rench pea.sa.nlt, :when h e  paints the devil on the wall, 
paints him in the guise of the tax collector. Firom the mome�t 

"' Long live the tax on drinks.-Ed. 
"' "'  In English in the original text.-Ed. 
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when Mooaa:lemhert elevated taxa:tion to a god, the peasant be­
ca.:ine godltlSs, atheist, and threw b.imself into the al'lllls of llhe 
devil, socialism. The reliigion of <J.rder had. losit him ;  ibh.e 
Jesuits had lost him ;  Bo111apia.rte had lost him. December 20, 
1849, had �rrev-O-OaJbly compromised December 20, 1848. Th� 

"neph.ew of his uncle" was not 1lhe fust of his family whom 
the wine tax .defeated. this tax wihich, in the exipression of Mont· 
alembert, heralds the :r.evolutionary storm. The real, the great 
Nap oleon declared at St. Helena that the re-:iintroduction of the 
wine tax had .contililbuted more to his downfa).l than. all else, 
sinoe it had aliena.bed from him the peasants of Southern 
Frrance. Already the fav<>ur.i!te object ·of the people's hate under 
Louis XIV (see the wirit±oigs -0£ Bo.isguilliebert and Vauban) , 
.abolished by the first revolution, it was re-introduced by Napo· 
leon in a modi:fi:ed form in 1808. When. il!he restoration entered 
Fr.a.nee, ·there trotted before it not only the Cossacks, but ·also 
the ·prcmii.ses Ito iabohish the wtl!ne lt:ax. The gentilhcmmerie". 
natur.a.Hy dii.d noit ooed to keep its word ro the gens tail/able a 
merci et miseric<>rde."' ·"" The year 1830 promised the abolition 
of the wme tax. It was nQ't its way to <lo what i.t said or say 
what it did. 1848 promiaed the abolition of the wine tax as it 
proruired everythln.g. Fi1D13.lly, tthe ConSl:itueintt Assembly, whfoh 
promisied nothi�g, made, as mentioned, a testamentary ·provision 
whereby the wine tax was to Jisaippear on Janury l, 1 850. And 
just ten days before January l, 1850, !the Legislative Assembly 
introduced iJt onoe more, so that the French people perpetrually 
pursued it amd when it had ithn>wn it out the door, saw it come 
in again through the w.indow. 

The popular hatred of the wine tax is explained by 'the faot 
thaJt it unitJes in :i!tseLf all the hatefulness of the French system 
of taxal;ion. The mode of its colLection is hateful, the mode of 
its distribution aristo.craJtic, for the rates of lta.X.ati'Olll a.re the 
same for the �ommonest as for the costliest wines ;  it increases 
-ther.efore, in geometrical rprzygression as !the wealth of the con­
sumers .decreases, an invierted progressive tax. · It is accor:dingly 

"' Nobility.-Ed. 
° Folk deprived of rights.-Ed. 
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a direct provocation :to the poisoomg of rthe working classes 
as a premium on adulterated and spurfous wines. It lessens 
consumption., since ilt sets up octrois * hef'Qre the ·gates ·of all 
towns of -0ver 4,000 ii:nhabitants and transforms each town int<>· 
a foreign country with protective duties against French wine. 
The big wine merchants, but still .more the small ones, the 
marchands de vins, the keepers of wine.shops, whose liivi.ng 
dirertly depends on :the consumption of wine, a.re so many 
declared enemies o£ the wine tax. And finally by les.sening the 
cons•tmptiion the iwine tax cuts away the market from ·produc­
tion, Whiile it renders the urban wotkers incapable of paying 
for wines, it renders tlie wine .gtrowers ii'noaip.a:hle Qf setlmg it. 
And Fraooe has a Wine growing populatio.n of about twelve 
millions. One <:an, therefore, understamd the hate of the people 
in general, one can, in particular, understana the fianaiticism o.f 
the peasants wgainst .·th.e ·wine tax. And, in addition, they saw 
hi its restoration no isolated, more or less acciden1tal event. 
The pca�ants have . a kiind of ihistorical tradition of their OiNn, 
which is handed d01Wn from father to son, and in this historical 
school it is mu1ttened that every government, as l<»ng as it wants 
to dupe the peasants, promises the abolition of ithe wine tax, 
and a� soon a'S it has duped the peaslllILts, retai'Ill.S or reintro­
duces the wine ll:a.x. In the wine tax the peiasa:lllt tests the 
bouquet of ·the g-0vernment, its tendeocy. The restoration of 
the ,\.:ine tax on D;ecernher 20 meant : Louis �onaparbe is like the 
others ; hu1t he .was not like .the others ; he was a .peasant dis­
oovery, and m the petirtfons carrying millions of signatures 
against 'bhe wi.n.e tax <they took ba-ck the votes that ith.ey had· 

given a year before to the "nephew <>if Ms uncle." 
The country folk--over bWo-thlr.ds of ithe ootal .French popula­

tiioon-ccmsist for the .most part <>f so-calLed free Landed ;P.J'<>p­
rietors. The first generatio� gratuitously freed by the revolu­
ti-O!n of 1789 firom its foudiag hUJr.dems, ha.cl paid nio price for the 
�I. .But the following generations ipaid, under ithe fo� of 
the price of land, what their semi·serf forefather·s had paid in 

� Local customs offices, at the gates of towns.-Ed. 
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the form of rent, tithes, -corvee, * etc. The more, on the cme 
hnnd, rthe population grew and the more, on the oilier hand, 
the <livisfon of the soil increased-so much the higher hecaJIUe 
tbe price of the holdings, fo.r R:he extent of the demand for them 
increased with their smallness. But in proportion as the pdce 
which the peasant paid for his hol ding .rose, whether he bought 
it directly e>r whether he received it as capital firom his co-heirs, 

in this same proportion the indebtedness ol the peasant, i.e., th-e 
mortgage, necessarily rose. The title to :the debt encumbering the 
land is termed a mortgage, a pawnticket in respect of the la.nd. 
Just as privileges accumulated on the mediieval estate, the mort­
gages accuinuloate on bhe .modern tiny holding. On the <lither 'hand : 
under the system af &a.gmellltaticm ·o.f holdmgs the e8.rt.h is 
pu.rely an instrument o.f production for id:s proprieton;. Now in 
the same measure as land is divided its fruitfulness diminishes. 
The application of machinery to the land, the dhiision of labour, 

the ample means of funpr-0ving the soil, such as cutting draina.ge 
and irriga11fon channels and the Hke, become mo-re and more 
impossible, while the unproductive costs of cultivation iocrease 
in the same pro.porti-OID as the division of the instrument of p.ro­
<luction itself. All this, apart fmm whether the possessor o.f ithe 
lOll: possesses capital or not. But ·tlh.e more the division increases, 
so much the m-0Te itb:e holding with ibs most utterly wretched 
inventory forms the entire capital Qf the small peasant, the more 
dres investmen1t of o!lpital in the land .diminish, so muoh the mo.re 
does the cotber lack land, mcm.ey and ediueaiticm for ma.king use 
o[ illhe progiress in agriculture, a.nd so much the moire does the 
cultivatfon of the soil retrogress. Finally, the net prooeeds di· 
minish in the same .proportfon as 1he gross oonsumpltioo in­
creages, when ithe whole family of the peasant is kept hack from 
oth�· ocoupaiti·ons through its hold:mg aru:l yet is not enabled Ito 
live by it. 

In the measure, therefore, that the population and, wiith it, the 
division of the lan-d increa...o=.es, in this same measure the instru· 
ment of ·production, the soil, becomes dearer and iits fruitfulness 
deer.eases, in this same measure ®griculture .declim.es and the 

"' Compulsory, unpaid labour of serfs rendered to feudal lords.-Ed. 
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peasant becomes loaded with debt. And wh'lllt was the effect be­
comes, for its paITt, the cause. Each generation leaves behind 
another more deeply in debt ; each new ,generation begins under 
more unfaivourable and more ·aggravating condit:i.-0ns ; mortgaging 
hegels mor.tgag:Ung, ao:w:I when it becomes imposs.iib1e for the peas· 
ant to offer hi-s lot as security for new debts, i.e., to encumber it 
with new mortgaiges, he falls a viat.in1 to usury, and so much 
the more huge do lllhe usurious SllIIls -0f interest become. 

Thus it ea.me aiiout that the F:rench peasant, in the form of 
interest on the mortga.ges encumbering ithe soil and in the form 
of interest on the adva:nces made by usury without mortgaiges, 
cedes to the capitalist n'()t only ground rent, n<Jlt only the indlllS· 
fri:al profit, in a word, ·not only the whole nel: pro£t, but even 
a part of the wag.es, •and that therefore he has sunk to the level 
of the Irish ten8.11Jt farmer-all under the !Pretence -0f being a 
privaite propriet-0.r. 

This prooe$S was accelerated m Fnmce 8y the ever ,growing 
burden of :taxes, by legal expenses called forth in 'J>al'll: diTectly 
by the formalitioes themselv.es, wilth which Freneh legislation en· 
cumbers landed property, in ·part by ithe innumerable confilcts 
over holdings everywhere h ounding a.nd crossing ea.eh other and 
dn pairt by the passio:n for litigation of the :peasants, rwhose en· 
joyment of property is limited to the fanatical assertion of their 
.fancied propenty, of their pro.perty rigthts. 

AccordJi.ong 1M> a startistica.l &atem611Jt -Otf 1840 the gross iproduct 
of French land �ounted to 5,237,178,000 francs. Of i!his, the 
costs of. cultivation oeome to 3,552,000,000 franoes, including 
the consumption by the tillers .of the soi.I. There remadns a net 
product of 1,685,178,000 francs, from which 550,000,000 iha.ve 
to he deducted for interest on mor.tgages, 100,000,000 for law 
officials, 350,000,000 for taxes and 107,000,000 for registration 
m oney, stamp money, mortgage fees, etc. There is left one-ithird 
of the net product or 538,000,000 ; when distributed over the 
population, not 25 francs per head net product. Naturally 
neither usury not connected with mortgage nor the expeo.u;es for 
lawyers, etc., are included in ,this calculation. 

The con�ition of it.he French peasants, ·when It.he republic had 
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added new burdens to their old ones, can be understood. It can 
be seen that the:iir exploitation differs only in form from the ex­
ploitation <Jf the in<:liustirial proletariat. Thie exploiter is the 
same : capital. The individual capitalists expl'Oit the .indi111i-dua� 
peasants through mOTtgages and usury ;  t!he capitalist class ex­
ploits the peasanlt class thTough the state taxtls. The peasant's 
title to iproperty is the talisman by which capital captivated him 
hitherto ; the pretex:t under which it set him agafo.st the indus­
trial proleitariat. Only the fall -0of capital can raise ·the peasant ; 
only an anti-oapiitalist, .a proletarian goi,-ernmeilll: can break his 
eoon'°'mic misery, his social degradation. The constitutional re­
public, that is the dii:tatorship of ms united exploiters ; the 
Social-DemQcratic, the Red .republic, that is the diclia.torship o.f 
his allies. And the scale rises w .falls, according to the votes that 
the peasant castis into the ballot box. He himself must decide his 
f ate--so spoke the Socialist in pamphlets, almanacs, calen­
dars and leaflets of all kinds. This language · became mare 
understandaihle to him lthrough the coullll>er-wr.i.ti.ngs of lllhe party 
of <>rder, which, for its part, turned to him and .by gross exagger­
ation, by ibrullla.l coineepltion md representiaititon 'Of the iintentiions 
run.cl ii.deas of the Soci;alisits, struck the ibrue .pea.sa.nn: !llJ()re and 
exceedrngly stimulated ·his 1u.st af1ter foribi.d.den fruit. But roost 
understanoable was the language of the actual experiences that 
the peasant class had from the :use o.f the suffrage, and of :the 
disiUusionmelllts overwhelming him, blow upon blow, in revolu­
tiionary haste. Revolutions are it.he locomotives o.f history. 

Tihe grt1dual revolutionising of the peasants was manifested by 
vari<rns symptoms. Lt wias alrM.dy shown in the eleolliiOIIlS to ithe 
Legislia.tiiire Assembly ; :it was shown iin the state of siege in the 
five departments borderfog Lyons ; it was shown a few months 
after June 13 in the election of a Montagnard in ,place of the 
former .president of the Chambre introuvable"' hy it.he depart­
ment ·of the Gironde ; it was shown on Dec.ember 20, 1849, in the 
electi<Jn of a Red in place of a deceased Legitimiist deput.Y in the 

,. This is the name given by history to the fanatically ultra-royalist and 
reactionary Chamber of Deputies elected immediately after the second over­
tbrow of Napoleon in 1815. [Note by Frederick Engels.} 
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department of Gard, ithat lauded la:n<l iof the Legitimists, the 
scene of :the most frightful infamies committed iagairut the xepuh· 
Hcans Qf 1794 and 1795 and the .centre of the terrw,r blanche .>t­
in 1815, where Liberals and PwtestallltS -were ipubHcaUy mur­
der-ed. This revolutionising of the most s'tati-onary class is most 
clearly evident since !the reimtroducti.:in o.f the wine tax. The gov­
ernmental ·measures and the laws of January and Febr-uary, 1850, 
are direoted almost ·exclusively aga.inst the departments and the 
peasants. The most striking proof of their progress. 

The circular of Hawtpoul, 'by whicli. the gendarme was ap· 
pointed inquisitor o.f the prefect, of the .suh1pref ect and, above 
a1l, of the mayOT, and by which espionage ,was orgalll.ised even 
in Jthe hidden comers of the remotest village eOIDlmunes ; the taw 
age.inst the school iteachers,00 by which they, the men 1>f talent, 
the sp·okesmen, !the educators and interpreters of the pea�t 
class were subjected to the arbitary rpower of ithe prefect, they, 
the proletarians of the learned class, were chased like hunted 
beasts from cine commune to amother ; the proposed law against 
the ma.yOII'S, hy which the Damocles SIW-Ord of <liismissia:l hung .O.ver 
their heads, and they, the pres.idents of ithe peasmt communes, 
were every moment coM.ronted by ithe President of the ·republic 
and. the party of order ; the ordinance whicli tra.nsfomned the 17 
military division� of Franoe into 4, pashalics67 and for()e(). the 
bar:veicks and the hWouac on the f.rench as the nati0111al salons; 
the educa:ti-on law58 by which the party of -0rder proclaiimed the 
ignoraIJJCe and the forcible .stupefaction of France as the con­
dition iof its own lif.e under the ·regime :of universal .suffrage-­
what were all these �,a:ws am.cl measures? Desperate attempts to 
reconquer the departments and the peasants of the departments 
for the ,party <>l order. 

Regarded as repression, wretched metll-0ds, that wrung the neck 
of their -own purpose. The big measures, like the reteDJtion of the 
wine tax, o.f the 45 centimes tax, ,the sco.rnful rejection of the 
peasant petiitiio'ns for the repayment of the milliard, etc., all 
these legislative thunderbolts struck the peasant class only once, 

* White terror-Ed. 
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wholesal:e, from the centre ; the laws and measures in$anced 
made the attack and the resistance the common t()pic of the day 
in every hut ; they iinoculated every village w�th rev-cilutio-n ;  they 
localised and peasantised the revolution. 

On the other han.d, did not these propo.sals of Bonaparte and 
their acceptance by the N.altional Assembly prove the unity of 
the two powers of the coostitutiional rrepublic, so far as it is a 
question o0f .repression of anarchy, i.e., of all the classes that rise 
against lihe boua:-geois dictaJ!iorship ? Had not Soulouque, .dfoeotly 
after his sha.rip message, assured the Legislative Df his devotion 
to order through the immediately following messag;e of Carlier, 
that -dirty, mean caricature of Fouche,59 as Louis Bonapar.te him­
self was the shallow carioature of Napoleon? 

The education law shows us 1:he alliance of the young catho-
1ics with ithe old Voltiariirians. Could :tJhe Tule of the united bour­
geois be ooything else but the coalesoed despotism of the resto­
Tation, friendly to the Jesuits. and the would�be free thinking 
July rn01I11archy? Had not the weapons that It.he -one bourgeois 
faction had distributed among the pe-O"ple a·ga:inst the oother fac­
tion in otheiT mutual sitruggle for supremacy, �ain to be torn 
from iJt, it.he people, since lbhe latter was coofr.ontied by itheir 
united diotSJ1lorshiip ? N athding ha.s aro'llsed ithe Paris sho·pkeeper 
more than this coquettish exhlbition of Jesuiti.sm, not even the 
rejection of the concordats a !:amiable. 

Mean.while the coltisions between the diff.erent faotion.s of the 
party of order continued, as well as between Bonaparte and .the 
National Assembly. The Nallicmal Assembly was far fJ;"om pleased 
that Bonaparte, immediately after his coup d'etat, .after appoint· 
ing his own Bonapartist ministry, summoned before him the dis­
abled sol<lfors of the monarchy, now Sippointed ·prefects. and 
made th�r unconstirutionial �allio.n £-or ms re-e1eoti()t!1 es Presi­
dem11: the oonditi.on .of thei11' appointment ; when Ca.rlier celebnted 
his inaugur8!lfon with the do.sing oo a Legitimist club, w when 
Bcmapa:rt-e founded a journal of his <lwn, Le Napoleon, which 
betrayed the secret longings of the President to the public, while 
his ministers had to deny them from die tribune of the Legis­
lartive. The latter was far from ipleased by the defiant retentilQn 
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of the ministry, 1I1iOtwithstanding its various vo0-tes of no confi­
dence ; far from pl� 1by the attiempt to win the favour of 
nOIIl.·.oommissipned offioe:ns iby ellltra pay of four sous a day i811ld 
the favour of the proletariat by •a plagiarisation of Eugene Sue's 
Mysteres,* -by an honour Joan hank ;  far from p1eased, :fina1ly 
by the effontery with which the minister.s were made to move the 
deporta'tion of the remainiing June iDJSU11genits to A1giers, in order 
to iheaip impqpiulii1.rilty on the I...e.ooiislia.ti1ve en gros, *"' while the 
President reserved popularity fOT .himself en detail,*** by indi­
vidual g·rants of pardon. Thiers let if.all threa.terring w<>rds about 
coups d'etat .and coups df! tete,u * *  and the Legislative �revenged 
itself on Bonaparte by :rej ecting every proposed l81W :whioh he 
put forward for his own benefit, and by :inquiring with noisy 
mistrust, in every :in.stJance where he made a propCASa.l. oin it.he coan­
mon interest, whether through increase of the executive power he 
did no.t ·aspire to augment the personal power o£ Bonaparte. In 
a word, �t revenged itself by a ccmspire.cy of contempt. 

The Legitimist party, on its side, saw with vexation the more 
capable Orleanists occupying once more almost all posts and 
centralisation increasing, while it .sought its well-being princi· 
pally in decentralisation. And so it woas. The counter-revoluti.:m 
centralised violently, i.e., it prapa.red the mechanism of the revo· 
lution. It even oentralised -the gold and silver of fJ'.ance in the 
Paris bank through the compulsory quotatiwi of bank 111otes, and 
so created it.he complete war chest for the revalution. 

Lastly, the Orleanists saw 1w�th vexation the rising principle 
of legitimacy contrasted with the:i.r b.astiaa-d principle and them­
selves every moment snubbed and maltreated as the bourgeois 
mesalliance * * * * *  of a noble spouse. 

'" Mysteries. Eugene Sue's Mysteres have been translated into English 
under ths titles, The Mysteries of Paris and The Mysteries of the People. 
or The History of a Proletarian Family Across the Ages. The latter work 
in nineteen books, was translated into English by Daniel de Leon.-Ed. 

• * As a whole.-Ed. 
"' .,.  In detail.-Ed. 
* * *'" Seizure of state power and hasty acts. A pun based on the verbal 

similarity of the ,iwo phrases.-Ed. 
* *  * "' *  Misalliance.-Ed. 
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Little by little we have seen .peasants, petty bourgeois, the 
middle classes in general, sooppi.ng akmg�de the prQletariat. 
driven into open antag-0nism 1Jo the official republic, an<l 'treated 
by it as antagonists. Revolt against bourgeois dictatQrShip, need 
of a change in society, adherence to .democratic-republican insti­
tutions as organs 'D-f their movement, gr°'upitng rnund the prole· 
tariat 3L5 the decisive revolutionary po.w.er-these were the com­
mo.n cha.raicteristics o.f the so-called party of 5-0ci.al-Democracy, 
the party -of rthe Red :repoold.c. This party. of anMchy, as iits op· 
ponents christened it, is no less a coalition Oif differenlt inter·ests 
than1 the party of order. From tihe smallest reform of the old 
roaial dil!siorder to ithe o.vert.hrow IOtf' ithe .o.ld sociJa.l '()or.cl.er, from 
bour.geoi;s liberalism il!o revoluti.onary iteNorism, ·as wi<le apart as 
tlUs Lie .tlhe e:xrtremes that form the ol1tling .am:I final ip.otin.t of the 
parity of "anarchy." 

Aoolillii-0n of the rprotieotive ·dutie&--<soc:i:alism ! Fw i1 strikes oat 
the monop01ly of me industrial faction o.f th.e party of crrder. 
Regulation of the state budget-socialism l For it strikes at the 
monopoly o.f the firuancial faction ()If the rparty -Of order. Free 
admi:SSi.O'll of foreign mead: and coI'!llt-socialiism ! For it strikes 
at monopoly of .the third faotion of the ·party -O'f -Order, large 
lande<l pr.operty. The demands of the free-trade pl!l"ty, i.e., of 
the most advanced English !hou11geois ,party, appear m Fra.ooe as 
&O many socialist demands. Voltairianism-sociali.sm! For it 
strikes at' it.he fourth. faction of the party en e>rder, the catholic. 
Freedom of the press, right of associatiion, universal publfo edu· 

cation-socialism, socialism !  They strike at the entire monopoly 
of the party of order. 

So swiftly had the much of the revoluti-On ·ripemed oom::litions, 
that bhe friends of reform of all shades, the most moderate 
cJ.aims of the middle classes, w�re compelled to ·group them· 
selves round the harmer of It.he most ememe party of ,revoluilioo, 
round the red flag. 

Yes, manifold as was the socialism of the different large sec· 
tiorus -0£ the party of anarcliy, according to the economic condi­
tions and the !total <revolutionary requirements e>f their class or 
fraction of a class arising out of these, in one p<>int it is in 
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ha.nno.ny : in proclaiming itself as the mearnis of emancipating the 
proletariat and the ema:iloiipa.tion of. the lattier as its objeot:. Delib­
erate deoeption on the part o.f some ; self-deception on tihe part of the 
others, who give out the w<>rld transfo.mned acoording to their own 
needs as the best world for all, ·as the realisation .of all revolu· 
tionary- claims and the abolition of all revolutionary -00llisions. 

Under �e s<>mewhat similar sounding, general, socialist 
phrases o0f the "party o0f 81!laTchy," is con.oe.aled the socialism 
o.f the National, of the Presse and the Siecle, which m0tr.e or less 
consistently woants to overthrow the rule 0<f the finance aristo· 
cracy and to free industry and trade from their hitherto existing 
fetters. This is the socialism of industry, i>f trade and of agri­
culture, whose 'ruler.s in 1the party of order deny these interests, 
so far .as they no longer cainoide 1wi.th their private mcmopolies. 
From this bourgeoos sodalislll, tio which, as to every variety .Otf 
socialism, a section of the workers a.'ld petty bourgeois naturally 
raHies, specific ·petty-bo.urgeois sodalism, socialism par excel­
lence, is distinct. Capital hounds thls class chiefly as :iits credi­
to.rs, so it demands credit-institutions ; capital crushes it by com­
petition, so il.t demands associaitiorus supported by :tihe state ; cap· 
iital overwhelms it _by concentration, so it clema:nds progressive 
taxes, limitations on inheritance, ta.king -0ver of lar.ge works by 
the state, and other measures that forcibly stem the .growth ef 
capital. Since it dreams of the peaceful 1SJCbievement of its social­
ism-.all<>wing, p_erhaps, for a seoond February Revo1ution last· 
ing a brief day-naturally the coming hist.orkal <pT<>eeSS appears 
to ii.t as rthe iappJd.ca.tion -0f sysrems, which the ithdnkers of .society, 
whether in companies <>r as indiJvidual inventors, devise or have 
devised. Thus they become the eclectiics or adepts oif the existing 
sooialist systems, of doe!trinaire socialism, which was the theo­
retical expressi01I1. of d:he pwlemrka: .oinly 50 .}o.ng as �t :hrad not 
yet developed further into a free hist-0rical self-movement. 

While this utopiia, dootrinaire socialism, which subordin­
ates tl1e total movement :to <>ne of its moments, which puts 
in place .of common, social productiOIII. .the brainwork of in4iviid­
ual ·pedants 31lld, above all, in foilll:a.sy does away wiit:h the revo­
lutionary struggle of 1:he classes and its necessities by small oon-
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j ur.ing tricks or great sentimentality ; while this doctrinaire so­
cialism, which at bottom only idealises the present society, takes 
a picture Qi{ it without shadows ia.nd wants to achieve its i<leal 
against the '!"ealiity :of sodety ; while · this socialism passes .from 
the proletari111t to the petty bourgeoisie ; while the .struggle of the 
different socialist chiefs among themselves sets forth ea<:h. o.f the 
so-called systems as a pretentious adherence to e>ne of the t!rams�t 
points Qi{ the social revolution a-s against an-0th.er-4e pro-le­
tariat rallies more a111d moo-e TOUD.d revolutionary socialism, 
round communism, if0tr which tihe bourgeoisie has itself fo'llnd 
the name of Blanqui. This socialism is the decliarati.-oo of rthe 
permanffi:tCe of .the revolution, the class dictatorship of t:he revo­
lution, the class dictatorship <>f the proletari.at as 'the inevitable 
transit poinlt 1lo the a.b�lit:i.on of class differences generally, to 
the a1o1i.tion of ·a11 the pr.oduJOti\ve relaltio'!1JS .on "h-°1hiioh .they rest, 
to the abolition of all the social •relations that correspond to 
these relatfons of ·pn>duction, to .the revolutionising of all the 
ideas that result from ithese social :conneci:k>ns. 

The scope of this exposition does not .permit of devefoping the 
subj ect further. 

We have seen t!hat just as iin the party of oirder tlihe finance 
aristocracy inevitBibly ·takes the .lead, 1n the party oo "anarchy" 
the proletariat does so. While tlie diffecr-ent classes united in a rev­
olutionary league grouped themselves round the proletariat, while 
the departments heoame 'fWer more unsafe .a:nd the Legislative 
A.ssem.bly itself eve1r more ;1110Tose Ito-wards the ·pretensiions of clie 
French Soul<mque, the long deferred and delayed election of sub­
stitutes for the Montagnards proocribed afiter June 13 drew neair. 

The government, SCJOmed by its foes, maltreated and daily 
humiliated by its alleged friends, saw only one means of emerg­
ing from a repugnant ·and untenable position-a revoh. A revolt 
in Paris ·would have permitted the proclamation of a state -0f 
siege iin Paris and the department's and lthus the COOJtrol of 
the elections. On the other 1hand, :the .friends of ·order, in face Qf 
a go�ermne:nt that had .gaine.d victory over anarchy were hound 
to make concessions, if they did not want tto appeaJ -as a.nrurch­
ists themselves. 
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The government set to w0trk. At the ·beginning of February 
1850, provooa:tiions -0-f the peo1ple by cutting down the trees -0f 
liberty80• In vain. If .the trees of liberty lost their place, it ,itself 
lost its head and fell baiek frightened iby its OIWil provocation. 
The National Assembly, ho-wever, received this clumsy attempt at 
emanaipait:ioo. cm rthe part of Booa:parte wiJJh :ice-cold mistrust. 
The removal of the wreaths Qf immortelles from the July column 
was n-0 more successful.61 It giave a pa.rt of the army an oppor­
tunity for revolutionary demo.nstTations and the National As­
sembly the occasi-On for a more or less veiled vote of no con.fi­
dence in the ministry. lin vain the government press threatened 
the abo.lition of tmiversal suffrage, the inw.sioo <>f the Cossacks. 
In vain was d'Hautipoul's direct challenge issued from the midst 
of the Legislative to the Left, to betJa.ke itself to the streets, a:lld 
Mis declarrati:on that tihe government was ready to receive it. 
Hautpoul received nothing hut a call to order from the Presi­
dent, wid the party 1of order with quiet, malicious j oy, aUowed a 
deputy of the Left to mock Bonaparte's usurpatory 1ongings. In 
vain, finally was the prophesy of a revolutfon on February 24. 
The government caused February 24 to be ignored by the people. 

The proletariat did not allow itselrf to be prQvoked into a. 
rising, heoause it was on !the poimit oo ma.king a rev>0lution. 

Unhindered by the pro-vocations ol the gcwernmemt, which 
only heightened the general .i.miibation ag.aii.nst ithe existing situa­
tion, the electfon oommittee, wbQilly wider the influence of the 
workers, put forward three candidates for P.aris: Defiotte, Vidal 
and Carnot. Deflotte was a Jmie deportee, amMStied through <>ne 
of Bonaparte's popula.r:ity-seeking i:deas ; h.e was ,a firieru:l of 
Blanqui's and had taken part in the· attempt of May 15. 
Vid'!ll, known as a C>Ommunisrt writer through hla hook Concern­
ing the Distribution of Wealth, was formerly seoretairy tJo Lows 
Blanc in the Commissi<>n oif the Luxemhoorg. Carnot, son of the 
man of the C>OnvenitilCln who bed organised victory, the lea.st 
compromised member of the Naticma.l party, Minister for Edu­
cation in the Provisional Government and the Executive Commis­
sion, �rough his demooratfo education bill was a living protest 
against the education law -of .the Jesuits. These three candidares 
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.:represented the three allied classes : at the head, itJhe June in· 
.surgent, the representative of the .r.ev.o-lutionary proleliariat ; neXJt 
to hlm, .the .doc.triniaiire So<:i.alisit� the xepresenta.t.i..ve of .the sociail­

:iis� .patty bourgeoisie ; finally, the third, the •representati.ve of the 
reipubl.iioan bourgeois 1party, the .democratic formulas of which 
had gained .a socialist sig1Jlificance .ais .against the party of order 
and. ihad long lost theiir own significance. This was a general 
-coalition against the bourgeoisie and the .government, ·as in Feb­
ruary. But this time the proletiariSJt ·Was at the head of the .rev­
-olutfonary league. 

In .spite of all efforts the Socialist candidates WOlll. The army 
itself v:oted for the June insur1gent against its '().Wil War Minister, 
Lahitte. The party of -0-rder was thunderstruck. The elections in 
the departments did DIO'I: solace them ; they gave a maj ority to 
the Montagnards. 

The elec.tium of March 10, 1850 ! It was the revocation of 
J ooe 1848 : the hutcher.s :and depcnit.er.s d Jthe J.une insurgents 
retur.nOO to the National Assembly, :but h.umlhled, iin the train of 
the deported, and with itheir principles on their lips. It was the 
revocation of June 13, 1849 : the Mountaiin proscribed by the 
National Assem.hly returned t<> the Natfonal Assembly, but as 
.advance trumpeters of :the revolution, n'O fonger as its oom­
manders. It was the revocation o.f December 10 : Napoleon had 
:been rejected with his minister Lahitte. The parliamentary ihiis­
tory <Of Franoe knows only one :analogy : the rejection uf 
<l'Haussy, mi.n.:ister of Char.Jes X, i.n 1830. Finally, the election 
-of March 10, 1850, w.as the can-cellation of the election of May 
13, which had .given the ipamty .al order a majori,ty. The electiion 
·of March 10 protested aigamst the majority of May 13. March 
10 was a revio:lut.ion. Behind the ha.llo.t paper.s .lay the paving 
:stones. 

"The vote of March 10 is w.ar,'' shouted Segur d' Aguesseau, 
<>M of the most advanced members of the party o.f or.der. 

With March 10, 1850, the constitutional republic entered a new 
phase, the phase · of its dissolutiOlll... The different factions ·of the 
majority are again united among ;themselves and with Bc>na.parlie ; 
they are again the saviours of order ; he is again their neutral 
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man. If they Tememher that they are r<>yaLists, it happens only 
fr.am despair of the ·possilbiliity of the boiu:rrgeoi.s republic ; if he 
remembers that he is President, it happens <mly because he des· 
pairs of remain:iaig President. 

At the commmd of the ·party of order, Bcmiaparte answers the 
electioo of Deffortte, the June 11.nsur.gent, iby. aip.pointmg Baroohes 
!\1.inister for Internal Affairs, Baroches, the iai:cuser of Blanqui 
and Bartbes, of Ledru-Rollin and Guinard. The Legislative an­
swers the el-ection -0£ ·Camo.t hy adOpting the education law, the 
election oo Vidal by SlJIPpressing the sooi:8.list press. The party 
of -0rder seeks to Mare away its own fea;rs ihy the trumpet· 
blasts of its press. "The sword is holy," �ri.es -oire of .its '°'rgans ; 
"the def endets of ,order must tJalre the offensive against the Red 
party," cries an<>ther ; "between soda};i,9m and society there is 
a duel to the death, a. war wiitholllt irest or mercy ; in this duel 
of desperation o0ne or the -0thet must @"O under ; if s-0ci.e.ty does 
not amtlhilaite .Socialism, .soci:a.liS1Q wilJ annihilate society," 
crows a thiro cock of order. Throw up the barrioades of order, 
the barrios.des ,cxf religim, the ibanicades of the faa:nily ! An 
end must be made of the 127,000 votens of Paris ! A Bartlio· 
l omew's nighit " for the Soci.ailist:S ! And the -party of e>rder be­
ll.eves for a moment iin: iits own certainty o£ victory. 

1'Jieir wgians hold forth most fanatically -0f all against the 
"sh:opkeepems of Paris." The Ju� insurgerul:" .of P:airis electe;d as 
their representative .by tthe sho.pkeeP'31's -Of Paris ! This means that 
a second June 1848 is impossible ; this m�ans that a second June 
13, 1349, is impossible ; this means that the moral influence of 
.capital is b.r.alren ; this means · that the li:i'durgeois ass�nibly now 
represents only the houI"geoisie ; rt.his means that larg.e pro.perty 
is lost, .because <its vassal, small ipropenty, ,seeks its ·salvation in 
the camp of the propertyless. 

· 

The party of order natuTally returms to its inevitable common· 
place. "More :repression," it cries, "tenfold repression !'; B�t 
;its power of repressian has diminished tenfoLd., while the re· 
sistance bas increased an hundredfold. Must 111ot the chief in· 
strument o! repression, the army, itself be repressed ? And the 
party of ordei' speaks its last word, "The iron ring of sufl'ocat· 
Class Struggles in France 9 
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ing legality must he broken. The conistiitutional republic is i.J:n. 
possible. We must fight with 1our .true weaip0018; since February 
1848 we have fought the LrevoJ.ution ;with its weapons and 001 its 
terra:in ; we have accepted its :iins.titutiioo.s ; the constitution is a 
fortress, which ,sa,feguards only the besiegers, not ·the besieged ! 
By smuggling oursehres iint-o holy llioo .in the belly -of the 
Trojoan horse, we have, unlike -0ur forefathers, the Grecs, «- not 
conquered the hostile t°'wn, b1.1lt made ourselves into prisoners." 

The foundati-on of the constitution, however, is uni·versal 
suff.r11ioire. The aibolition of universal suffirage is .the last word 
of the party of order, of bourgeois .cliataitorshlp. 

On May 24, 1848, l()D. December 20, 1848, ion May 13, 1849, 
and on July 8, 1849, universal suffrage admitted that they were 
right. On March 10, 1850, univ.ersal �uffragie admitted .that it 
had itself ibeen wrong. Bo.u.rgeois rule as the -0utcome and result 
of unilver.sal suffrage, .as the ex:press act of the sovereign will 
o£ the people, that is the meaning of the bO'llr.geois constitution. 
But from the moment that the content o.f this suff riage, of this 
sovereilgn will, is no loniger ·bourgeois •rule, has the constitution 
any further meaming? Is it not the duty -0f the bourgeoisie so 
to reg1ul.aite the sufFrS1ge th.at it wills the reasonable, its rule ? 
By ever and again •putting an end to the existing state p-ower 
and creating it anew out of itself, does· not uni'Versal suffrage 
put an end to all 1Stahility, does it not every ·m-Oment question 
nll the pow!!lrS that be, does it not .anniliilate authority, does it 
not threaten t<> elev81te ana:rchy itself to authority? After March 
10, 1850, who sh-O'Uld .still doubt it? 

By repudiJa:ting universal suffrage, with which it had hitherto 
draped �tself and from which it sucked its omnipotence, the 
bow;geoisie openly confesses, "Our dfotat<>rship has hitherto ex­
isted by the wiH ·of the pe0tple; i't must now ibe <:onsolidated 
against the will of ithe people." And, consistently, it sieeks its 
supporters no longer witMn France, hut without, in .foreign 
countries,, in an invasion. 

With the invasfon it, a second Coblenz, v;i whkh has .established 

"' Grecs-pl11y on words : Greeb, but also professional cheats. [Note by 
Frederick Engels.] 
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its seat in Fraoce itself, :rouses all the national passions against 
it. With the at.tack on universal suffrage it gives a general pre· 
text for the new .revolution, and tthe rev.olutfon requir.ed such a 
pretext. Every particular pretext w-OUld divide the factions of 
the Tevolu1!ionary league, and give pr.ominence to their differ· 
enoes. The general pretext stuns the semi-revolutionary classes ;  
it permiits them to deceive themselves concerning the definite 
character of the comin-g rev.olution, ccmreming ,the c.onsequences 
of their <l'\\IJl act. Every revo.Jution requires a banquet questioo. 
Univarsal suff ra.ge is the banquet questiOlll of the new 'r.ev-0lution. 

The bourgeois factions in coaliti.Oo:o, however, aire already con· 
demned, since they tak.e flight ftr.om the olllly rpossihle form of 
their united p01Wer, from the strongest and most complete form 
-0f their class rule, the constitutional republic, hack to the sub­
ordinate, inoomplete, w:eake<r fo.rm of monarchy. They r.esemble 
t!:lat old man who, m oroer to 1regain his yo.uthfol strength, 
f e;tclied out his iboyhood apparel md sought to torment his 
w:ithered limbs im it. Their republic had .the sole merit of being 
the hot-house of die revol'llti-OtJl. 

March 10 bears .the ill50l'iption : Apres moi le deluge! After 
me the deluge!  



IV 

THE ABOLITION OF UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE, 1850 
(From Double Number V and VI) 

(The continuation of the three foregoing chapters is found in the 
Revue * in i:he fifth and sixth double nlimber• of the Neue Rheinische 
Zeitun.g, the last to appear. There, after the great commercial crisis 'that 
broke out in England Lit 1847 had fust been described and the coming 
Oif the political complications on the European Continent to a head· in the 
revolutions of February and March 1848 had been explained by its re­
actions there, it . is then shown how the prosperity of. tr.ado and indus.tr}·, 
that again set in during the conrse of 1848 and increased still further 
in 1849, paralysed the .revoluiionary upsurge and made possibie the simul· 
taneous victories of the reaction, With special refexence to France, it is 
then said : ) *"'  

The same symptoms showed thernLieh:es in France sinoe 1849 
and particul'3!1'ly siJDoe .the beginning of 1850. The ·Pa.risiar.. in­
dustries are abunda!lltly employed and .the cotton factories of 
Rouen and Mii1hausen are also doing pretty well, alth:i>ugh here, 
as :i:n England, the high .prices of the rraw material have exer­
-ci.sed a retardiing mfl.uence. The development of prosperity in 
France was, in addiitfon, especia.lly advanced by the oompro· 
hensive tariff reform in Spam and •by the reduction of the duties 
on various luxury artilcles :iJn Mexico ; the export of French com­
mcxldties to both markets has cons-iderably increased. The 
growth -of capital in France led to a iSeries ·of speculatfons, for 
w�kh the exploit!lllicm of the Californian g.old mines on :i large 
scale served as a pretexL A swarm of companies sprang up, 
the low deoomin.atian of Wlhose shares iand whQse socialist-col­
oured prospectuses appeal directly to the purses of the pettr 
bou11geois ·and the wOTkers, hut whiich all ·am.cl. ·sundry result in 
that sheer .swindling wh.i(ch is characteristic otf the French and 
Chinese alone. One o.f these companies is even patronised 

" Review.-Ed. 
*"' Introductory note by Frederick EngeJs.-Ed. 
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directly by t:he government. The import duties :i.n France during 
the first nine months of 1848 amounted to 63,000�000 francs, 
of 1849 to 95,000,000 francs and -0f , 1850 1lo 93,000,000 francs. 

Moreover, in the mo-nth of September 1850 they again ro;;e by 
more than a mHlfon compared with the same - month of 1349. 
Exp()rts :had also nisen i11 1849 and still more in 1850. 

The most striking proof of restored prosperity is the reintro­
duotion of cash payments by the iba.nk by bhe law of Sert·�er 
6, 1S5b. On March 15, 1848; .� hank :was authorised to sus­
pend its cash payments. Its noQ.te circulati:on, including the pro­
vincial hanks, amounted at that time .to 373,-000,000 francs 
( £14;920,0oO ster:ling) .  On Noverniber 2, 1849, this ciirculation 
amounted to 482,000,000 francs or £19,280;000 &terling, an in­
crease of £4,360,000 sterling, and on September 2, 1850, to· 
496,000,000 francs o.r £19,840,000 sterling, an increase .of some 
£5,000,000 siierling. This wa:s 1not aocompani.ed hy SJilJY depir.ecia· 
tion of the no.tes ; .on .the contrary the increased ciirculati.on of 
the notes wa:s aocompanied by the steadily iiooreasing acoumula­
ticm of gold and silver in the c.ella.rs of the hank, so that in 
the &llliliiler -0.f 1850 itS metallic reserve ·an:J.()unted to iabout 
£14,000,00 sterling, an :unpreeedented SUJID in France, That the 
hank was it:hus placed· �n a position ' to increase ruts circul·ation 
and therewi.l'h its act:iive capital by 123,000,000 francs • or 
£5,000,000 .sterlin:g is a strik!ing proof .of the co.rrectness .of o.ur 
assertion in the earlier number that the finanee aristocracy has 
not only not been iO'Verthrown by the ·rev.ooution, but has even been 
strengthened. This result becomes still more evident from the 
following survey of the French iba.nk legislation of the last .few 
years. On June 10, 1847, the bank was :authorised ito issue 
no.tes of 200 frrancs; hitherto the sma.lliest note ihs.d been one of 
500 francs. A decree of MaTch 15, 1848, declared the notes of 
the Bank of France legal :tender and relieved the Bank of the 
ooligaitfon of redoomLn.g them in cash. It$ note issue rwas 
Ji.mired to 350,000,000 fr811lcs. It was .simultane�usly authorised 
to issue note5 of 100 frames. A decree -0f April 27 prescr�bed 
the merging of the departmental hanks in the Banlc of France; 
another decree of May 2, 1848, increased the latter's note issue 
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to · 422,000,000 francs. A decree of December 22, 1849, raised 
the maximum of the llle>te issue to 525,000,000 francs. Finally, 
'
the law of September 6, 1850, re-introduced :the exchangeahiliity 
of notes for gold. These facts, the oontinual i·ncrease lli the 
circulation. the concentration of the whole. -of French credit in 
the hands of the Bank and the accumulatio.n -Of all French gold 
and silver in the ·Bank vaults, led Mr. P,nrudhon 6' .to the c1>n· 
dusion that the Bank mUJSt now shed its old .snakeslcin and 
metamo.I"phose itself into a Proudhonist pe0iple's harik. He did 
not even need to know the history .of the English Bank restric­
tion from 1797-1819 ; he only needed to direct his glance acr-0ss 
the Channel .to see .that this fact, for hltm unp1ecedien.ted in tbJe 
history of bourigeois society, was nothing more than a very 
normal bourgeois event !that now only O:CCUrred in Firance for the 
first time. One sees that the alleged revolutionary theoretici:aru 
who, after the Provisional Go,v-arnment, talked big in Paris, 
'were just as ignorant -O'f' the nature 3illd the results of the 
measure8 taken, as the gentlemen of the PrOIVisional G01Vem· 
ment themselves. In spite of �he industrial an.cl commercial 
prosperity tliat France momentarily enjoys, the mass of tJhe 
people, .the twenty.five million peasants, laho.1lll" wider a state 
of great depressilon. The .good harvests of the last few years 
have rorced the prices o{ corn much lower than in Englanid, 
and the position o.f the peasants in such circumstan� in debt, 
sucked dry by usury and crushed by tax.es, can only ·he any­
thing but brilJliant. The history of the last three years has, 
he>wever, provided sufficient pro<>f that this cla9S of the popula­
tion js capable of absolutely n.o :revolutionary initiative. 

Just as the period of crisis ,o.ccurs liarer o.n the Continent than 
in England, so does that of oprooperity. The ori.gim.al process 
always takes place i.n England; she is the demiurge of the bo.ur­
geois cosmos. On the Continent, the different phases of the 
cycle through which houl'.geois society is ever speeding anew, 
occur ilD. se.oondary and · tertiary form. FiJ:st, the Continent ex­
ported incomparably more to EngLand ifuan too any other country. 
This expo:r:t te> England, however, in turn aepe:rucls on the 
positioo of England, particularly with regard to· the o-verseas 
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market. Then England exp01rts •to the overseas lands incompar­
ably :more� than the entire Continent, so that the quantity of 
Continental exports to these lands is always dependent om. En,g­
land' s overseas exports in each case. If, therefore, tlre crises 
first 0pr-0duce revolutfons on the Continent, the foundation for 
tllese is, .:nevertheless, always laid in En.gland. Violent outbreaks 
must naturally occur earlier in the extremititlS of the bourgeois 
bo:dy than in its heart, sl!nce here the possiibi:lity .of adjustment 
is greater than .there. On tlh.e other hand, 1lhe degree to wllich 
the Contimmta.l .revolutions react <On EngLmd, is at the same 
time the thermometer on whfoh is indicated how far these revo­
lutions rea1'ly call in questiJOn the b-cmrgeois conditio111S .of life, 
or how far they only hit their politi.oal forma:tion�. 

With this general 1prooperity, in whfoh the. productive forces 
of bourgeois society develop as luxuriantly as is at all possilile 
within bourgeois relatioOOShips, there can he no talk of a reail 
revOllutfon. Such ia ifevolulti0tn is only ipoesjible in bhe periods 
when these two factors, the modern pr.odvctive forces and t4e 
bourgeois productfon forms, come -in oollii.sion with one an­
other. T'ne various quarrels iin which rthe ·representatives of the 
individual factions of the Continental party <lf -0� now in­
dulge and mutually compromise themselves, far f:r.om .providing 
the occasiCJlll for new revolutions, .aire, on the contrary, only 
possilble because the basis -0f rthe .relationships is momentarily 
so secur.e, and (what .the reaction does not know ) so bourgeois. 
From it all attempb e>f th:e ['eaiotiO'Jl. to hoild lllP .bou_Tgeois devel.Qp­
ment will :rebound just as lightly as all moral indignation and 
all enthusiastic proclama.tie>ns of the democrats. A new iI'evoluti-On 
is only possible fo co�uenioe of a new crisis. It is, however, 
also just as certain as this. 

Let us now tum to F•I!8llce. 
The victory that the people, in oonjwict:i.on with the petty 

bourgeois, had •won in the elections of Maroh 10, was annull�d 
by it itself when ilt provoked the new .election of April 28. As 
well as .in Paris, V,idal iwa.., also eliected iJn the Lower Rhine. 
The 

0
Paris Committee, fo which the Mountain ·and the petty 

bourgeoisie were IStrongly represented, induced him to accept for 
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the Lower Rhine. The victory of March 10 ceased to be a 
decisive .one ;  the date of the decision was once ,more, postponed ; 
the itemion cf the people was relaxed ; iii: beoame oocustomed to 
legal triwnphs instead of the revolutionary ones. The revolu­
tionary meacing of March 10. the rehabilitation <>f the J unc 
insurrection, was finaLly completely ianniliilated by the candi­
dature of Eugene Sue, the sentimental .petty bour.goois social­
fantast, which the proletariat could at best accept as a j oke to 
please the grisettes. As against this well·mean:ing candidatur� 
the party of order, emb-Oldened by ,the vacillating policy of its 
opponent, put up a -08111.didate who was to 'I'epresent the fone. 
victory. This comic candid.ate was the Spartan pater/ amili.as, * 
Leclerc, from wh.ose perscm the heroic armour was tom piece 
hy piece by the press, and who also experienced a brilliant dc­
f eat in the election. The new election victory <>n April 23 made 
the Mountain and the petty houTgeoisie -overconfident. They al­
ready exulted in the thcu.giht of hein@1 a.Ible Ito arrive ·at rthe goal of 
their wishes in a purely legal way and without again pushing 
the proletariat int� the foreg.round through ,a new revolution ; they 
reckoned positively on hringing Ledru·Rollin into the pr.es.iide:ntial 
chair, and a majority of the Montagnards into rt.he Assembly 
through universal suffrage in the new .elections o,f 1852. The 
party -0f order, rendered :perfectly cert.am by the prospective elec­
tions, by it.he candidature -0£ Sue oand iby l\ih:e mood -0£ the MO'll'll­
tain and the petty hou.ngeoisie that the latter were resolved to re­
main quiet u00er a11 circum&ances, answered the tw-0 electiion-vic­
toriies �ith the election law which abe>lished universal s�flrage. 

The government took good care not to make this legislative 
pr-0posal e>n it<> O'W'Il responsibility. It made an apparent con· 
cessioo to the ma}ority by entrusting the working -Out of the 
hill to the high dignitanes of this majority, the .seventeen bur­

graves. Therefore, it was not the government that ·pxoposed the 
repeal of universal suffrage to the Assembly ; the majority -of 
the Assembly ,proposed it to itself. 

On May 8, .the project was ·br�ught int-0 the Chamber. The 
enti.re social-democratic press rose as one man in order to 

* Head of the family.-Ed. 
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preach to the people dignified bearing, calme majestueux, � 
passivity and trust in its r�presentati:ves. Every article of these 
journals wa.s a ccmfession that a revoluti�n must, a.hove a1l, 
annihilate the so-called revolutionary press .and that, ,therefore. 
it was now .a question af their seltf-ipreservation. The alleged 
revofanionary press betrayed its whole secret. It signed its own 
death warrant. 

On May 21, the Mountain put the prelimil1J8lry question to 
debate a.nd moved the rej ection -0f the wh-0le project because it 
violated the constitution. The party of -0r.der aDJSwered bhat the 
ccmsti.tuition would he violated if it wiere :necessary ; there was, 
however, no need for this at present, because the CCJl[lstitution 
was capable of every interpretation, . a.nd because it.he majority 
wai; alone competent to decide on the correct interpretatio.n.. To 
the unbridled, savage .aittaclcs of Thlers and Mointalemher-t the 
Mountain opposed a decorous 8Jld civilised hmnam.ism. It took 
its staad on tihe ground -of liaw ; the party of order referred it 
to the gire>uru:l. -0n .whiah the law gr.ows, to boU1rgoois property. 
The Mountain rwhimpered :. D:iid they really want, then, to con· 
jure \IP revolutions by main force·? The party of or-Oer replied : 
One would await them. 

On May 22, the preliminary questiion wa.s settled by 462 votes 
�o 227. The sa:me men rwho had ·proved wit!h suoh solemn pro· 
fnndity that t:be National Assembly and every :individual deputy 
would ab dicate if they diismisSl'Cl the people, their mandator, 
stuck to their seats, now suddenly sought to let the ce>untry act, 
thro.ugh petitions at that, instead o! themselves, and .still sat 
there unmoved when, on May 31, the law passed brill.iantly. 
They s,ought to revenge themselves through a protest, in which 
they recorded tib.eix inn'D.cence of the rape of the constitution, 
a protest which they did not even .set down openly, but smug· 
g1ed into the President's pocket from behind. 

An army .o{ 150,000 men in Pa,ris, the fong deferment of the 
decisi:on, the• peaoeful attitude ol the 'Press, the pusillanimity 
of the Mountain .and the newly e1ected representatives, the 

majestic calm of the petty hourgeois., !but, above ail'; the com-
"' Majestic calm.-Ed. 
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mercial and industrial p.rosper.iity, prevented any attempt at revo· 
lutian on the part -0f the ipr-0leta:riat. 

Univeral suff raige h"Bd folfil� it.5 miissioo. The majority of 
the people had passed .tb:rough .the sahool .o.f deviel.opment, which 
is all that universal suffrage can serve for -in a revolutionary 
period. It had t-0 he set aside by a revolution or  by the reaction. 
· The Mountain dev.eloped a still greater dispLay of .enmigy on 

an occasion that SO'Olll afteIWards ar-OiSe. The War Minister, 
d'Hautpoul, termed the February Revolution fre>m .the tribl.lRle 
a disastro.us c!IJta:stro.phle. The orat>C>r.s of the Mountain, wiho1 as 
always, distinguished themselves by morally indi!gn.a.nt uproar, 
were not •aJll(}wed to speak by the President, Dupin. Girardin 
proposed to the Mo.untain that iit should walk out at once en 
masse. Result : the Mountain remained seated, hut Girardin was 
cast out from its midst as UJ11Worllhy. 

The el-ection law still needed ooe thing to <:omplete it, a new 
press law. This was not ilong in coming. A proposal of the gov­
ernment, ma.de m81lly times more dr.astic by amendments of the 
party of order, increased the caulliion moorey, put an ex:tira stamp 
on feuilleton nCl'V'els (aru;.w(er t.o the eleotiJOn of Eugene Sue) , 
taxed a.Ji] ,publications appearing in weekly OT monthly parts 
up to a certain number of sheets and finally provided that every 
article of a journal must bear the .signature of the autho.r. The 
provisions C()noem.i.ng the <:aution mooey killed the so-called 
revolutionary press; the 1peo-ple regarded :Us extinction as satis­
faction for the abolition IYf universal suffrage. However, neither 
the tendency nor ithe effect of the new law extended only to .this 
section of the press. As long ia.s the newspaper ·press 'Wl8S rulOOY· 
mous, it appeared as .the organ of a numberless and name­
less public opini-0n ; it was the third pOIWtrr in the state. Through 
the signature of eveiry article, a newspaper became a mere col­
lection of literary contrihutfons from more or .less km>wn .in­
dividuals. Every article sank Ila the level of an advertisement. 
Hitherto the new.spa.pers had circulated as .the p.aj>er money .of 
public opinion ; n-ow they were �eso1ved ·into more OT less had 
sDlo bills, whose iworth and circulation depended on the credit 
not -only of ithe dr-awer but also of the endorser. The .press of the 
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party of order had not only incited for the repeal of universal 

suf(rage ibut also for the most extreme measures -against the 
bad press. However, in its sinister ia.nonymiity even the good 
press was iirksome to ltlhe iparty of order and still more to its 

individual and .provincial representatives. As for itself it still 
demanded only the pai-d :waiter, with name, address and descrip· 
tiion. In vain the gQOd press bemoaned ithe ingramtude with which 
its servfoes were rewarded. The law went through ;  the pm· 
vision concemmg Hie giving ·of mmues h-it it hardest 1>f all. The 

:names of replllhlican journalists were pretty Wlell known ; :but 
the nespectahle firms o.f llihe Journal d.es Debats, the Assemblee 
.NatWnale, the Constitutkmnelle, etc.; etc., cut a 1SOrry figure in 
thei.r high protestations -Of state wisdom, when th e mysterfous 

company all a.t once disintegrated into purchasable pen.ny-a­
line:rs of long p.ra-ctice, wtho- had defended all possiible causes 
for cash, like Granier .de Ca.ssagna.c, OT into iold milksops who 
called themselves statesmen, like Caipefi.gue, or into c�uettish 
fops, like Mr. Lemo-iinne 1>f 11:.he Debats. 

In the debate -0n the press law the Mollllltain bad already sunk 
to .such a level oo moral degeneracy that it had to confine itself 

to ap:plaudmg the brilliant it:i.raAJ.es oif an old no.tability of Louis 
Philippe's time, Mr. Victor Hugo. 

With the election la.w and the press la.w the reJVoluti1>nairy 
and demoora.tic party steps off the Qfficial stage. Before their 
<lepa.rture home, shortly after the end of the sessi-0n. hoth fac­
ti(lns oif the Mountain, the socialist democrats and the demo­
cratic socialiists, issued tm> mooWfestos, two testimonia pauperi­
ttzns, * in which they pr,oved thail: if neither power nillr sUJCCe1Ss 

were ,on their side, nevertheless they had ever been on the side 
of eternal justfoe and all the other eternal truth�. 

Let us now c0111Sider «ihe party of order. The N. Rh Z. had 
said (Number III, p. 16) : 

As agiiinst the hankerings for. restoration on the part of the united 
Orleanist.s and· Legitimists, Bonaparte represents the title of his actual 
power, the republic. As against the hankeriniis for restoration on tlie 

"' Certificates of poverty.-Ed. 
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part of Bonaparte, the party of order represents the title of its common 
rule: the republic. As against the Orleanists, the Legitimists and as 
against the LegitiIIrists, the Orleanists represent the status quo : the 
republic. All these factions of the party of order, each 'of which has. its 
own king and its own restoration in petto, mutually a5sert, as against 
their rivals' desires for usurpation and elevation, the common rule of the 
bourgeoisie, the form in which the particular claims remain neutralised 
and reserved : the republic. . . . And Thiers spoke more truly than he 
suspected, when he said: We, the royalists, are the true pillars of the 
constituent republic. 

This co.medy of ithe republicains malgre 0eW:,* ·of antipathy 
to the status qlW and constant cons<>liid-atioo. of it ; die incess&nt 
friction between Bonaparte and the Na.ti<inal Assembly ; the ever 
renewed threat o,£ the party of <>rder t<> split into its single 
componen:t parts, and the ever repeated reunion of iots f�ti<>ns ; 
the attempt of eaoh fiactiion- to transform each v.i.cto.ry over the 
oommon foe into a defeat fo.r its ·tempoTary allie5; the mutual 
petty jealousy, chicanery, harassment, the tireless dra.wialg o,£ 
swords that ever and agiain ·ends with a baiser-LarrWurette 85-
this whole unedifying com.edy of errors ;never ·developed mo-re 
classically than during itlre last six months. 

Tl1e party of -order regarded the election law at the same 
time ·as a victory over 1Bon.a.parite. H.a.d :niot the governmelllt 
abdicated when it hand.eel -oven- the editing of rand �sponsiibility 
for j,15 own proiposal to the Co:mm:is&ion of seventeen? And did 
not the chief strength -of B001aparte � against the Assembly 
lie in the fact that he was the. chosen of six millfons?-Bona­
parte, for his part, treated the election .law as a oo.noessi.on to 
the Assem:bly, with .whicli he had purchased harmony between 
the legislative and executive powers. As !I'eward, rlie vulgar ad­
ventuirer dexrumded an mcreaise Qf three millicms in h1s civil 
list. Dared the National Assembly enter a conflict with the 
executive at a moment when it had excQmmu·nicatecl the great 
maj·ority of Frenclunen ? It was roused t-0 anger ; it appeared 
to want to go to extremes ; its Commission .rejected the motion ;  
the Bo.napartist press threatened, an d  <referred to the disinherited 
people, deiprived o£ its franchise; numerous noisy attempts at 
an arrangement took plaoe, .and the Assembly finally gave way 

"' Republicans in spite of themselves.-Ed. 
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in fact, hut at the .same time revenged itself in principle. In­
stead of il11Creasin.g the cl,vil list in ·pTiooiple by three mi1li0015 
per annum, it granted him an accommodoatioo of 2,160,000 
fina.ncs. N« satisfied wiith thii6, it ma.de 1he coo-0ession only after 
it had been supported by Cha.nigarnier, the ·gener-al of the party 
·of order and lt!he p:ratooto.r thrusit upon &n8!p81rt!e. Really, 
therefore. it granted the tw-0 millions not to 'Bonaparte, hut to 
Changarnier. 

This present, thrown to him de mauvaise grace * was acoepted 
by Bonaparte quite .in th.e spiirit -0.f lhe dcmor. The ·Bo-napartist 
press blustered anew against rtrhe National Assembly. When, 
now in the debate -Olll the press liaw, , the amendment was ma-de 
on the signing -of names, . w.h.ich, in tum, was diirected especially 
against the less impomtant 1pmpers-the rep.resen�tives of bhe 
private interests of Bonaparte, 1the pri.ncipa.l Bonapartist paper, 
the Pouvoir, published an open and vehement a.ttack 'Dn the Na­
tional Assembly. The minj.ster.s had 11lo disavow the paper before 
the N a.tional Assembly; the chief editor of ithe Pouvoir was 
summoned before the bar of the Noatfonal Assembly and sentenced 
to pay the highest ifine, 5,000 francs. Next day the Po�voir 
published a much moo-e insoloent airticle against the Assembly, 
and, .as the r.eve:nge of the go-vernment, the public prosecut<>r 
pr001pbly prosecuted a number of Legitimist journals for \'iolat­
ing the constitution. 

Finally :there came ll:he question o.f p.ror0<gufog_- ithe Chamber. 
Bon3(parte desired this in order to be able to operate unhindered 
hy the Assembly. The party Qf .order desired it partly for the 
putipose -of oarrying on their factional intrigues, partly for the 
pursuit of the private interests 1>f individual deputies. Both 
needed it in order tJo consolidate ancl push further the victories 
of the -reaction m th.e provinoes. The Assembly therefore ad­
j ourned from August 11 until November 11. Since, however, 
Bonaparte in no way concealed tha.t ·hiB only concern was to get 
rid o£ the irkSQ!llle surveHlmc.e of the National As!lelllbly, the 
A�sembly imprinted 0'11 the vOfte of confidence itself t!he stamp 
of want -of oonfi<lence iin ithe P1?1e$i.<leint. All .Bonapartists were 

* With bad graee.-Ed. 
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kept off the permanent oommission of twenty-eight members, 
who ,persevered du.ring ithe recess as guardians of the 1•irtue o.f 
the republic� In their stea-d, some crepublicans o0f the Siecle and 
the National were actually elected to it, :in oroer to prove to 
the Presiderut the attachment of the majority to the constitu­
tional republic. 

Shont.ly hef.ore and, especially, immediately after the prarogu­
ing -of the Chamber, rthe two big fa�tic>ns of the party of order, 
the Orleani:sts and the Legi!timists, a.ppea.red to want to be re­
conci.1ed, and that by a merger of the two :royial houses under 
whose flags they fight. The ipapers were full of :reconciliati.-Otn 
proposals tha:t had been d:i..scussed at the sick bed of Louis. 
Philippe at St. Leonairds., when the deaith of Lo.u.is Philippe 
suddenly simplified the situation. Louis Philippe was the 
usu�r ; Henry V, the dispos9e5Sed ; the Count of Paris, on the 
other hand, owing to ,the childlessllleSs :of Henry V, his .lawful heir 
to the tihwne, Every O.bjection to the fusion of tbe two 
dynastic interests was now removed. But now, precisely, 
the two factions af the boorgeo.iisie fust discovered that it was 
no.t real for a deifimte royal house that divided them, but that 
it was .r.aither their divi;ded c1ass i:ruterests itha.t kept the two 
dyn&Sties apart. The Legrumists who had made a pilgrimage 
to the residence of Henry V at Wiesbaden just as their cooi.­
petitors had to St. Leonards, received there the news of Louis 
Philippe's death. F.o:rtthwiith. they formed a ministry in partibus 
infidelium,* which oonsisted most.ly of members of that com­
mission of guardiians "Of tlie virtue of the republic md which, 
on the ocoafilon of a squahhle taking pla<:e in !the bosom of the 
party, came out wiith the most !()llltspoken p.rodamation o:f right 
hy the grace of GOO. The OrleR'Ilists rej,oiiced over the com­
pwmising scandal .that thls manifesto ca.hled forlh in t:he press, 
and did n<>t oonceal for a moonen.t their open enmiity to the 
Legitimists. 

During the adj ournment of the Naticmal Assembiy, the meet­
ing <>f the councils of rthe departments took pl,aoe. The majority 
of them d'6Clared themselv� for a more or less qualified revision 

* In the midst of the infidels. See footnote, p. 13-Ed. 
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of the cO'llstitution, i.e., they declarred themselves for a monarch· 
i.sll: restoration not strictly defim.ed, [or a "solution,'' and con­
fessed at the same time ,thiat they were too incompetent and too 
oowardly to find lthis solution. The Bonapalllist faction con­
strued thi� desire for 1revision in the sense 'Of a prolongation of 
Bona.parte's Pres.idency. 

The constitutional soliutWn, the retiiremen.t of Bonaparte in 
May 1852, the simultaneous election of a new Pres.ident by ·all 
the electors of /the land, ,the revision of :the oon.stitution hy a 
Chamber of revision in the .first months of the new Presidency, 
is utterly inadmi.ssilile for the ruling class. The day of the new 
presii.dootial eleotiion would he .the day of i!he rendezvous for all 
the hostile parties, .the Legitimists, the Ouleanists, the bourgeois 
repub.I.i.cans, the rev-0liu.ti<>naries. I,t must come rto a violent deci­
sicm between the different factions. Even if .the party of order 
should sucoeed in uniting ;round the candidature of a neuttal 
person outside ilie dynastic £.smilies, he would still be opposed 
by Bcmapa.rre. In its struggle with lllhe ipeoiple, the party of oroo 
j,g compelled constantly to increase the power of the executive • .  

Every increa..se of the exeauti.ve'IS power increases the poiwier of 
its heairer, B1>napa.rte. In the same measure, .1:heref01re, as the 
party of order Sltroogthens its j oint might, it strengthens the 
fighting r�our:ces o.f B<>:ruaparte's dynastic pretensions, it strength· 
e'nS his chance of frustrating the constitutional solution by force 
on the day of the decision. He will then have, as against the 
party of o.rder, no more scruples about the one ;pill.air of the 
consti.twion than the parrty had, as aga.i.nst the people, about 
the other phllair in 1the matter of the election law. As against 
the Assembly, ihe w01Uld seem!ingly .appeal even ;to univeraal 
suffnage. In a word, the oonstitutfonal solution questions the 
entire po.Utica! statu.s quo, and behind the jeO!p81rclising of 
the status quo, the bourgeois sees chaos, anarchy, civil war. 
He sees his ipureha.ses 31Ild sales, his hills of exchmge, his ma1r­
riages, his legal contracts, his mortgages, his ground rents, house 
irients, piod!ts, all h.iis co.ntna.cllS and sources of gain called in 

question on the first Sunday ·iin May 1852 an<l he cannot expose 
himself to th.i.a risk. Behind the jeopardising of .tlhe political 
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status quo lurks the danger of the coUapse o.f •the entiTe bour­
geois society. The o-nly possible solution in the bourgeois sense 
is the postponement of the solution. It oan only save the con­
stitutional republic by a violation ·Of the <:0111Sti.tution, by the 
prolongatio.n of. the power of the President. This is also the 
last word of bhe p.ress of order, after the protracted and thought· 
ful debates on the "solutions," :to whkh it devoted .iitself after 
the session of the .general councils. The high and mi.ghty party 
of o.rder ·bhus finds itself, Ito iits shame, .oompeUed ito take seri· 
ously the ridiculous, com.monpl.ace arul, :to it, odious per.son 
of the pseudo-Bonaparte. 

This dirty figure likewise deceived :himself concerning the 
causes that clothed him mCl'l"e and more with i!:he character of 
the iru:l�le man. Wihile ihis p.rurty had sufficiient insi,ght to 
ascribe the -growing :ia:Qportance l{).f Bonaparte .to the cir.cum­
stances, he believed that he owed it solely to ,the magic power 
<:>£ hls name and his continual oarica.turing Cff Napoleon . He 
b-ecame daily more entenprisiJng. To the ·pilgrimages to St. Leon­
ar.ds and Wiesbaden he opposed his round touTs of France. The 
:Bonapartists had so Litttle faith in the magical effect of his 
peiroonaJ.ity that they sent with him everywhere .as claquers peo­
p.le flrom the Society o.f December ithe Tenth,e5 lth•at O!'ganisatfon 
<1f .the Paris lumpen proldarial, packed en masse into railway 
trains and post-chaises. They put speeches into <bhe mouth of 
their marionellte which, acco.rd:i,ng to tthe reoepti-On in it.he differ­
ent .tQwns, po.ioolaimed irepublsican r.esignati.on .oo- perennial ten­
adty as the keynote of It.he President's pe>licy. ln spi•te of all 
the manoeuvres these journeys were any.thing but triumphant 
processions. 

When Bonaparte believed he had thus enthused the people, 
he set .out to win the army. He caused great reviews to be held 
on the ·plain of Sa.te>ri! :nieair Versailles, &t which he sought to 
buy the soldiers w:i.th ga:rliic .sa:usages, champagne iand cigaTs. 
If the genuine Na:pol.eon, ·a.ml.d the hardshi,ps rof h1s ca.mpai,,,an,s 
<1f conquest, knew how to ellJCourrage his weary soldiers with 
outbursts -0f patriarchal familiarity, the .pseudo.Napoleon he· 
lieved it was in gratitude that the troops shouood : Vive Napoleon, 
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vive le saucisson! that is, long 1ive the sausaige, lcmg live ithe 
buffoon ! * 

These reviews led t<> the o.utbreak of the lorug suppressed dis­
sension between Bonaparte and his War Minisiter, d'Hautpoul, 
on .the one ihand, and Changa:rnier, t0n the other. In ·Cha.n­
gamier, .the party of a.rider had f<l'Uil.d its ires.I neuitral inam., 
in who.se case there could he rw question of his own dynias.tic 
-claims. It had designated him as Bomiparre's successoo-. In 
addition, Cha.ngarnier had lbecome the ·general of the party of 
or.cliea- ithr�ugh his c0111ducn: on January 29 an� June 13, 1849, 
the modem A1lexander, whose brutal intervention had, in the 
.eyes of the f�d bourgeois cut the Go.r.dian J.cM.t of the 
rev<1liuticm. At b-Ottom i'ust as ridiculous as Bonaparte, he · had 
thus beco.me a power in the very cheapest maniner 3111.d was set 
up by the Nati-OlllJal Assembly agaiinst lthe p,re;sident . to we:tcli. 
-OV!elr ihiim. He himself coquetted, for exiample, in the matter of 
tlhe .gr.ant, with the protecti01D. that he giave Bona.pa.rte, and ro"Se 
up even more .overpoweringly .against him and the minisiters. 
'When, on �e occas.iJon of the eleotion law, 8IIl iinsur.rection wu 
.expected, he forbade his officers to .talre any orders whatever 
from the War Minisrer or the President. The press was further 
:instrumental in magnifying the figure ()f Changarnier. With the 
oomplete aih.sence of greail: personalities, the party -0f o.rder 
naturally found itseilf -compelled to endow with the strength 
fa.eking in its dass as a whole a single individual ·and so 
;puff up thls individual to a 1prooigy. Thus 81I'ose the myth of 
<:han:garnier, the "hulwairk of society." The ar.roga.n.t iclu&la.tanry, 
1he secretive officiousness with whlch Changairruier c<>ndescended 
to carry the WJorld on his shouldeis, forms the m�t ridiculous 
.oontrast t-0 the :events during and after the Satori review, which 
irrefutably proved that it needed only a s�rnke of the pen by 

'Bonaparte, the infinitely Utllle, to bring this ,fa.IlJtastic offS1pring 
-0f bourgeois fe:ir, the colossus Changamier, hack to the dimen· 
:Sions of mediocrity, and tran"Sform hian, sodety's heroic saviour, 
iruto a peJIJsioned general. 

* A  play on words. Sausage in German-Wurst;  bulfoon-Hanswursl . 

.Es lebe die Wurst. es lebe· der Hanswurst!-Ed . 
.Class Struggles in France 10 
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Booa:parte had for some time revenged himself on Chan­
gBII'Ilier by provoking the W a.r Minister ito disputes i.n matters. 
0.f discipline with the irksome protector. The last review 3Jl 
Satori :finally brnught the old animos.i.ty to a climax. The 
cc>nsil:itutional indign&tion of Ghanga:mie.r knew .no bounds when 
he saw .the cavalry regiments file past with the unconstitutional 
cry : vive l'Empereur! Bon31parte, in order to forestall any un­
plea.san.t debate on ;this cxy in the ooming oSeSSio.n of the Cham­
ber, removed tlre War Minister d'Hautpoul, by aippodntlng him 
Govem-0r -Of 'Algiers. In his place he put a reliable old gen­
eral of the time of the Emperor, one who was fully a match 
for Cha.ngarnier in brutality. But so that ·the dismissal of 
d'Hautpoul might not appear as a oO'llcession to Changarnier, 
he sianultanoously trallJSferred General Neumayer, the right halfl.d 
o.f the •great savioor -0f society, from Paris to Nantes. J,t had' 
been Neumayer, who at the last ire.view had induced the wholcr 
of the infantry to file past ilhe suocessor of Napoleon fa icy 
silence. Changarnier, himself hit in the person 00' Neumayer, 
protested and threatened. To no pucy.ose. After two days' 
negotiations, the decree for tiransfe:raing Neumayer appeared in 
the Moniteur, -and there was nothing Left for the hero of oraer 
hut to submit to .discipline or resign. 

The stiruggle -0f Bonaparte with Changarnie·r is the continuation 
of his struggle with the party of order. The <re-Opening of the 
National Assembly on November 11 therefore takes pla.ce under 
threatening auspices. lit will he a Sltc.rin in a tea cup. In essence 
the old game must go on. Me3.11iWhile rthe maj ority of the party 
-0f order will, despite the clamour oif the sticklers on principle 
of ill:s differeeit factions, be compelled .tio prolong the power of 
the President. Similarly, Bonaparte, already humbled by lack 
of money, will, despite all preliminary protestations, accept 
this prolongation -of power as simply delegated ·ito hlim from 
the hands of ith.e National Assembly. Thus the solution is post· 
poned ; .the status quo continued ; one faction of the party of 
order compromised, weakened, made impossible by the other; 
the repression of the co.lllill<m enemy, the mass of the natioo, 
extended and exhausted, rmtil the economic Telations themselves 
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have again reached the point of development where a new ex· 
plosion blows in.1JC> the air all tlte squabbling parties with .their 
constitutional irepublic. 

For the peace of lllriai.d of the bourgeo�, moreover. lilt must be 
said that the scandal between Bonaparte and the pa:rty of order 
has the result of ruining .a multitude .of small capitalists on the 
Bourse and putting their �sions in the pockets .of the hig 
Bourse wolves. 
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1. This introduction of Engels to The Class Struggles in France has a 
history of its own. On its publication in lhe V orwiirts in 1895, the text 
was subjected to such cuts that Engels' arguments were essentially dis­
.torted .. Engels wrote about this to Lafargue on April 3, 1895, as follows: 

"L. [Engels has in mind Wilhelm Liebknecht] has played a pretty trick 
-0n me. From my Introduction to the articles of Marx about France of 
1848 to 1850, he has taken everything which could set'Ve to defend the 

.tactics of peace and an#-violence at all costs, which he has found it con­
venient to preach for some time past, especially at the present moment 
when the Exceptional Law is being. prepared in Berlin. But I recommend 
these tactics only for the Germany of ·the present time, and that too with 
.essential reservations. In France, Belgium, Italy and Aootria it is im­
possible to follow this tactic in its entirety and in Germ.any it can be­

·come unsuitable tomorrow." 
Indignant at the unceremonious "editorial" work performed on his 

introduction, Engels also mote to Kautsky on April 1, 1895 : 
"To my astonishment I see today in Vorwiirts an- extract from my 

introduction ;printed without .my knowledge and dealt with in such a 
fa13hion that I appear as a .  peaceful worshipper of legality quand meme 
[at all costs] . l am therefore so rp.uch the more glad that the whole is 

'8.ppeating in its entirety in the Neue Zeit so that this disgraceful impres­
sion will be wiped out, 

"I shall very definitely express my opinion about this to Liebknecht 
.and also to those, whoever they may he, who have given him this op­
portunity to distort my Qpinion." 

It was not an accident that German Social-Democracy has never found 
<time up to now to publish the accurate text of Engels' Introduction. It is 
the case rather tha.t Eduard Bernstein in his Prerequisites of Socialism 
.attempted to represent the distorted editing of the Introduction by the 
Vorwiirts as a "political testament" in which Engels is supposed to have 

'broken with his revolutionary past. The accurate text of Engels' lntro­
.duction was only published for the first time in the U.S.S.R. by the Bol­
:sbevik Party, the genuine guardians of the traditions of revolut'ionary 
:Marxism. 

2. The Revolution of 1848 began. in France on February 24, in Ger­
many during March (in Vienna on March 13, in Berlin on March 18) . 

3. On the feudal bourgeoisie and petty-bourgeois socialism see The Com­
munist Manifesto of Marx and . Engels, cha.p. ID. 

4. The extensive estate presented to the German Chancellor Bismarck. 

5. The [parties refen:ed to are the Legitimists, the supporters of the 
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''legitimate" monarchy of the Bourbons who were in power in France up 
to the Revolution of 1789 and also during the epoch c:>f the Restoration 
( 1815-30 ) ,  and the Orleanists, the supporters of the Orleans dynasty wh4> 
came to power during the July Revolution of 1830 and who weire over­
thrown by the Revolution of 1848. The first represented the interests 
of · the big .landowners, the second those Olf the bankers and financial 
aristocracy. 

6. During the ;period of Napoleon ill, France took part in the Crimean· 
War ( 1854-56) , carried on war with Austria on account of Italy ( 1895).  
organised an expedition into Syria (1860) , took part together with Eng­
land lin the war ;against China, conquered Cambodia (lndo-China) in 1863 .. 

took part in the Mexican expedition and finally in 1870 made war against 
Prussia. 

7. As a result of the viotories over France during the Franco-Prussi.an 
War of 1871>-71 there arose the German Empire from which; however,. 
Austria was excluded. ( Hence the term "the Little German Empire.")· 
The defeat of Napoleon III gave an impulse to the revolution in France­
which overthrew Louis Bonapane and which led, on September 4, 1870 .. 
to the establishment of the reDublic; 

8. The Paris Commune was suppressed with unprecedented ferocity· 
.during May 1871 (May 21-28).  

9. Universal suffrage was intrc:>duced by Bisma;rck in 1866 for the elec-· 
tions to the Reichstag of the United German Empire. 

10. The reference is to the programme of the French Labour Party 
drawn up by Guesde and Paul Lafargue under the immediate guidance of 
Marx. 

11. The Garde Nationale was the name given to the civil militfa .in1 
France which was first set up during the time of the Great French 
Revolution (1789 ) .  During the epoch of the July Monarchy (1830-48 } 
the National Guard consisted of various bourgeois elements. 

12. On September 4, 1870, the government of Louis Bonaparte was over·· 
thrown and the republic proclaimed, and on October 31 of the same year 
there took place the unsuccessful attempt of the Blanquists to make an. 
ir.surrection against the goveIDJllent of national defence. 

13. Frederick the Great, King of Prussia ( 1712·86 ) .  

14. A t  th e  battle o f  Wagram in 1 809  Napoleon I defeated the Austrian• 
army, while at Waterloo on July 18 he suffered a decisive defeat at the­
bands of the allied armies (the Austrian, Prussian, Britlsh, etc.) .  

15. The draft of the new law against the Socialists was introduced in• 
the Reichstag on December 5, 1894; the bill was handed over to a com­
mission which discussed it up to April 25, 1895. 

16. After the victory of the July revolution, the Duke of Orleans (Louii;. 
Philippe) was proclaimed "vice-regent" and afterwards king. The tempor­

ary government established after the overthrow of Charles X sat in the­
town hall. 
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17. On June 5, 1832, took place 'the uprising in Paris organised by the 
Society of the Friends of the People and other ' revolutionary unions. The 
occasion was furnished hy the burial of General Lamarck, the leader of 
the republican. group in the Chamber of Deputies. The revolutionary or· 
ganisations proposed to arrange merely a demonstration but it ended in 
bloodshed. When the demonstrators brought out the Red flag with the 
inscription "liberty or death," the troops hurled themselves up9n. them. 
Barricades were thrown up, the last of which were only destroyed by 
cannon fire on the evenini; of June 6. 

On April 9, 1834, a new rising of the Lyons workers broke out (the 
first took place in 1831) .  The immediate cause was ·the verdict pro­

·nounced by the court against certain workers · as instigators of the strug· 
gle for increased ffil.ges. After a stubbam and bloody strup;gle which 
lasted several days, the rising ended in a defeat for the workers. 

On May 12, 1839, there took place an unsuccessful attempt at insurreC· 
tion by the Blanquist Society of the Seasons. It is dealt with fa the 
pamphlet of Engels · On the History. of the Communist League. 

18. The ConStituent Assembly sat from May 4, 1848, to May 26, 1849, 
and the Legislative Assembly from May 28, 1849, to December 2, 1851. 

19. The chief town .in the Department of the Gironde, one of the centres 
cf French wine-growing. 

20. Literally "legal country." This designation was applied during the 
period of the July Monarchy to the possessing minority who had electoral 
rights in contradistinotion to the wide masses of the popuila.tion who 
were deprived of electoral rights. 

21. Rohen Mace.ire is the type of ail artful dodger in the comedy of 
Benjamin Antier and F. Lemaitre, entitled Robert and Bertrand (1834 ) .  

22. This term was applied i n  France t o  suspicious cafCs o f  a doubtful 
character. 

23. The Holy Alliance was the alliance of the counter-revolutionary mon· 
archies of Russia, Austria and PrusSia, founded in 1815. 

24. In 1847 in Buzani;ais, in coMection with the incii�ient famine, two 
rich landowners were kill�d by an excited crowd as grain usurers; .6ve 
persons were executed on ,account of this murder. 

25. To all demands for electoral reform the minister Guizot answered, 
"Get rich and you will become electors." 

26. Louis Philippe, frightened by 'the popular uprising which was begin· 
ning, dismissed the Guizot ministry on February 23 and on the morning of 
the 24th appointed 'the ministry of Odilon Barrot. 

27. The organ of the bourgeois republican opposition, fotlilded by Thiers 
in 1830. 

28. The party of the period of the July Monarchy, headed by Odllon 
Barrot. It represented the interests of the bourgeoisie which was dis­
satisfied with the political domination of the financial aristocracy. 

29. At· the time of the July Revalution lin 1830, the masses of the 
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people who were fighting on the barricades and demanding the introduc­
tion of universal suffrage, ·the republic and the convening of the Consti­
tuent Assembly, were not able to exhibit such a degree of organisation 
as the bourgeoisie. The financial aristocracy and bankers utilised the 
victory of the people to call to the throne the Duke of Orleans (Louis 
Philippe) .  . 

30. The old m01Darchist newspaper. 

31. By agreeing to the establishment of the Luxembourg Commission 
Louis Blanc assisted the manoeuvre of the bourgeoisie which was playing 
to gain time by · means of empty promises. In entering the government, 
Louis Blanc showed himself to be an appendage of the bourgeoisie, an 
obedient tool in its hands. Lenin drew a parallel between the role of 
Louis Blanc in the Revolution of 1848 and the role of the Mensheviks 
and the Socialist--Revolutionaries in 1917 in his article Louis-Blcmcism : 
"The French Socialist, Louis Blanc, gained depl()rable fame in the Revolu­
tion of 1848 by changing from the position of the class struggle to the posi­
tion of petty-bourgeois illusions, adorned with would-be 'socialist' iphra.seology, 
but in reality tending to strengthen the influence of the bourgeoisie over 
the proletariat. Louis Blanc expected to receive aid from the bourgeoisie; 
he hoped, and aroused hopes in others that the bourgeoisie could aid the 
workers in the matter of 'organisation of labour'-this vague term having 
been supposed to express a 'socialist' tendency." (Lenin, C.Jllected If/ orlCJ, 
English ed., Vol. XX, Book I, p. 111.) The example of Louis Blanc 
afterwards found numerous followers. The isolated examples of the entry 
of Socialists into bourgeois governments was converted by the Second ln­
[ternational after the war into a regular practice. The parties of the 
Second International send their representatives into bourgeois governments 
in order by the aid of these "socialist" lackeys to mask the dictatorship 
o.f capit;ilism. 

32. The economic policy of the July Monarchy was distinguished by a 
system of extreme protectionism. The import of. pig iron., iron and steel 
manufactures, textiles,. paper; etc., was subject to such high duties that 
they practically could not reach the French market. 

33. A struggle arose on the question of the flag of the French Re­
public. The workers demanded that the flag of the republic should in­
clude the Red flag. The bourgeoisie defended the tricolour. The struggle 
ended in the typical compromise of the February days; the flag of the 
republic was declared to be the tricolour with a red rosette. 

34. Marx had in mind the March revolutions of 1848 in Prussia and 
Austria, the uprising of the Poles of 1848 and the revolutions of 1848 
in Hungary and Italy. 

35. Under the influence of the 1848 Revolution in France there took 
place in England a new and final upsurge of the Chartist movement. 

3&. A contemptuous nickname applied by the French landowners to the 
peasants. 

37. Compare Lenin's remark: 
"The issue in France in 1789 was the overthrow of absolutism and 



EXPLANATORY NOTES 155 
nobility. O n  the then existing level of economic and political develop· 
ment. the bourgeoisie believed in the hannony of interests. It was not 
afraid to· lose its domination, oand therefore it agreed to a union with 

the peasantry . . • .  The issue in 1848 was the overthrow of the hour. 
geoisie by the proletariat. The latter failed to attract the petty bour· 
geoisie, whose betrayal caused the defeat of the revolution." (Lenin, "Two 
Lines of the Revolution," Collected Works,. English edition, VoL XVffi, 
pp. 359-60.) 

. 

38. In connection with the events of May 15, 1848, · Barbes, Albert, 
Raspail, Sobrier, and within a few days Blanqui also, were arrested and 
c!st into the Vincennes prison. 

39. In Septemher 1831 the Minister of Foreign Affairs Sebastiani, in 
discussing the policy of the· government in relation to the insurrection in 
Poland which had just been suppressed by the Russian autocracy, uttered 
the notorious phrase "Order reigns in Warsaw." 

40. See the - statement of Stalin': 
"Leninism has proved, and the imperialist war and the revolution in 

Russia have e,onfirmed it, that the national question can be solved only in 
connection with and on the basis of the proletarian revolution, that the 
rpath to victory of the revolution in the West proceeds through the rev· 
olutionuy alliance with the movement for liberation of the colonies and 
dependent countries against imperialisI!l. The national question is part of 
the general question of the proletarian revolution, part of the question 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat." (Stalin, Problems of Leninism.) 

41. The party of the Mountain (the MontJagnards) was the name applied 
during the time of the 1848 Revolution to the representatives of the demo­
cratic and petty,bourgeois republicans in the Constituent and Legislative As­
semblies. This appellation was derived from the time of the Great French 
Revolution when the designation of the Mountain was applied to the 
Left wing in the Convention, who received this title owing to the benches 
on which Left Deputies Wel'e seated being situated high up in the Con­
''ention. The "Mountain" of 1848 which represented "the mass of the 

· nation wavering between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat" (Marx) 
was only a pitiful parody of the "Mountain" of the period of the Great 
French Revolution. Reforme was the organ of the Mountain in 1848. 

42. Concerning the historical basis which· gave rise to Cavaignac in 
France, Lenin wrote rus follows in his article entitled "The Class Origins 
of Present and 'Future' Cavaignacs" : 

· 

"Let us recaJ.l the class role played by Cavaignac. In February 1848, 
the French monarchy was overthrown. The bourgeois republicans came 
into power. They, too, like our Cadets, wanted 'order,' meaning by that 
the restoration and the strengthening of the instruments for oppressing 
the masses developed by the monarchy: the ·  police, the standing army, 
and the privileged bureaucracy. They, too, like our Cadets, wanted to 
put an end to the revolution, for they hated the revolutionary proletariat 
·with its then very hazy 'social' (i.e., Socialist) aspirations. They, too, 
like our Cadet9 were implacably hostile to the idea of extending the 
French Revolution to the rest of Europe, the idea of changing it into a 
world proletarian revolution. They, too, like our Cadets, artfully utilised 
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the petty-bourgeois 'Socialism' of Louis Blanc, by making him a mem­
ber of the Cabinet and thus transforming him from a leader of the 

Socialist workers, which be wanted to be, into a mere appendage, hanger­
on of tibe bourgeoisie. 

"Such were the class interests, the position and the policy of the ruling 
class. 

"Another basic \Social powel' was the petty bourgeoisie, vacillating, 
frightened by the Red spectre, carried away by the outcries against the 
'Anarchists.' In its aspirations dreamily and loquaciously 'Socialistic,' 
gladly calling itself a 'Socialist democracy' ( even this very name has 
now been adopted by the Socialist-Revolutionaries and the Mensheviks ! ) , 
the petty bourgeoisie was afraid to entrust itself to the leadership of the 
revolutionary proletariat, failing to realise that this fear condemned it to 
entrusting itself to the bourgeoisie. l;For, while in a society with a keen 
class struggle between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, particularly 
when this struggle is inevitably made more acute by a revolution, there 
can be no 'middle' course, the whole essence o.f the class position and 
aspirations of the petty bourgeoisie consists in wanting the impossible, in 
aspiring towards the impossible, i.e., towards just such a 'middle course.' 

''The third determining class force was the proletariat which aspired, 
not towards a 'conciliation' JW:ith the bourgeoisie, but towards a victory 
over it, towards a fearless development of the revolution onward, and, 
what is more, on an international scale. 

"This was the objective historical soil from which sprang Cavaignac. 
The vacillations 10f the petty bourgeoisie 'pushed it aside' from active 
role!, and the French Cadet, General Cavaignac, taking advantage of the 
fear of the petty bourgeoisie to entrust itself to the proletariat, decided 
to disarm the Paris worken;, to shoot them down in large numbers. 

''The revolution was terminated by this historical shooting ;  the petty 
bourgeoisie, numerically preponderant, had been and remained the politi­
cally impotent tail of the hourgeoisie, and three years later France again 
saw the restoration of a particularly vile" form of Czsarist monarchy." 

(Lenin, Collected Works, English edition, Vol XX, Book II, pp. 255-56. ) 

43. The decrees of the Vienna Congress of the chief European powers 
(1814-15 ) ,  which were of a purely reactionary character and attempted to 
restore the political order which existed up to the Great French Revoln· 
tion and Napoleon I and which reduced the frontiers of France to those 
of 1792. 

44. The device on the shield oi£ the Bourbom. 

45. Midas was the legendary king of the Phrygians. A�ording to the 
old fable, a:t a musical competition betwee� Apollo and Pan. Midas gave 

the preference to Pan. Because of this the indignant Apollo rewarded hlm 
by giving him ass's eaIS. 

46. Soulouquel was the name of th� president of the Negro republic of 
Haiti, who in imitation of Napoleon I in 1850 proclaimed himself Em­
peror, surrounding himself with a whole staff of Negro xn.arshalls and 
generals, establishing a court after the French model and in everythin1t 
attempting to copy Napoleon. The masses of the peciiple in France, cleverly 
commented on the resemblance by dubbing Louis Bonaparte "Soulouque." 
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Toussaint L'Ouverture ( 1748-1803) was the Negro who headed the 

insurrection in San Domingo in 1796-1802. He was taken prisoo.er by 
the French forces and died in prison. The heroic struggle of Toussaint 
L'Ouverture is deeply enshrined in the memory of the oppressed Negroes 
in the U.S.A. and in the colonies. who see in him one of the first great 
leaders of the Negro struggle against imperialist exploitation and oppression. 

47. Beaumarchais ( 1732-99 ) .  Pamphleteer and dramatist of the �och 
before the French revolution, famous for his comedies The Barber of Seville 
and the Marriage of Fi&aro. 

48. George Monk (1608-69) was an army general during the period of 
the English revolution which is associated with Cromwell. While engaged 
in carrying out the king's orders he was made prisoner by ·the revolution· 
ary forces but after some years in prison he was liberated, and Crom· 
well gave him ci>mmand first of a re&iment and then of an army corps. 
Later Mook used · the troops under him for the restoratfon of the old 
Stuart dynasty and the suppression of the revolution, for which he was 
liberallr. rewarded by Charles 11 · 

49. Frightened by the threat of dissolution and by the military dem· 
onstration organised on January 29 by Louis Bonaparte, the Assembly 
had not the courage categorically to reject the proposal of Rateau and 
adopted a supplementary proposal, ·according to which the Assembly 
would be dissolved as soon as it bad is.sued laws on the State Council, 

the respoo.sihle ;president and his ministers and .on the suffrage. 

50. Fouquier-Tinville (1746-95 ) was one of the most eminent leaders 
of the Great French Revolution. When the Revolutionary Tribunal was 
organised on March 20, 1873, Fouquier-Tinville was appointed Public 
Prosecutor. In this capacity he conducted a merciless struggle against 
the enemies of the Revolution, applying the method of revolutionary 
terror. 

51.. The trial of those who had taken part in the events of May 18iUI, 
on the charge of conspiracy agallist the gi>vernment. There appeared be· 
fore the court, which was held in the town of Bourges, representatives 
of the proletariat (Blanqu.i. Barbes.) and also part of the Mountain. 
Barbe&, Albel!ll,. Flotte, Sobrier and Raspail were condemed to exile. 

The same sentence was passed in their absence on Louis Blanc, Ca.ussi· 
diere, Lavisson and Hubert. Blanqui was sentenced to ten yeass' solitary 
imprisonment. In view of his illness it was considered that this term 
would be equivalent to a life sentence. 

52. General Brea, whi> was in command of part of tbe troops which 
suppressed the July rising of the Paris proletariat, was killed by the 
insurgents in Fontainebleau on June 25. In connection with this two 
of the participants in the rising were executed. 

53. Louis Blanc and Caussidiere were accused of complicity in the 
!movement of May 15 and in the July rising of 1848 and handed over 
to the jurisdiction of the coul1t. After the July days they both fled the 
country and the infuriated counter-revolution had to content itself with 
placarding their portraits on the pillory. 
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54. Haynau was an Austrian general, notorious for his ferocious punish· 
ment of the revolutionaries in the · suppression of the revolution in Italy 
0848) and in Hungary 0849).  The "fame" of his cruelty and blood­
thirstiness in the struggle against the revolution spread so far that, on 
the occasion of a visit to England, he was captured and :Bogged by the 
workers of a London factory. 

· 

55. Ems was the 1Place of residence of Count Chamhord (Henry V), 
Bourbon pretender to the French throne. His rival of the Orleans 
dynasty (Louis Philippe) ,  who had fied to England a.f:ter the February 
revolution, lived in Claremont near London. Thus Ems and Claremont 
were the centres of monarchist (royalist) intrigue. 

56. The law was 'promulgated on December 13, 1899. On the basis of 
thi� law, •teachers could be arbitrarily dismissed by the prefects an<l 
subjected to disciplinary investigation. 

. 57. The decree on the organisation of military command tin the country 
wa!' issued on February 15. The districts were divided into four areus 
which Marx compares with the areas ruled by Turkish pashas under 
general-goveme>rs whose authority was marked by unrestricted supremacy 
of the military command. 

58. The education law ,ad�ted by the National .Assembly on March 16, 
1850, put education entirely into tlie hands of the clergy and Jesuits. 

59. Joseph Fouche (1763-1820) .  Active political figure in the Grea� 
French Revolution and afterwards in the First Empire. In the Conven­
tion he Bll!Pported the Jacobins, later he participated in the counter· 
revolutionary action of the ninth .Thermidor. After accumulating a 
considerable fortune by speculation and abuse e>f hls post, he took part 
in the coup of -the Eighteenth Brumaire. In 1799 he was appointed 
Minister of Police. He kept this title with small interruptions until 1815, 
serving first the Republic. afterwards Nap01leon L then the Bourbons, 
later once more Napoleon, and finally for the second time Louis XVllL 
Indispensable to all and ready to betray everyone, Fouche was one of the 
most expert and ambitious intriguers and careerists known to history. 

60. On February 5, 1850, the Prefect of Police, Carlieu, a Bonapartist. 
ordered all "trees of liberty" to be cut down. The custom of planting 
"trees of liberty'' in France is derived from the period of the Great 
French Revolution and was revived at the time of the July Revolution 
1830 and of the February Revolution 1S48. The "trees of liberty" .were 
regarded as revolutionary emblems ; demonstrations, danc-.es, etc., were 
arranged in their vicinity and they were decorated with ribbons, inscrip· 
tions, etc. 

61. On February 24th, the anniversary of the revolution, the people 
decorated the July column and the tombs of those who had fallen for 
freedom with flowers and wreaths. During the night the police removed 
the decorations, an act which evoked great dissatisfaction among the 
people. 

62. The massacre of St. Bartholomew, on the night of August 23-24, 
1572, one of the most bloody episodes in the history of religious struggle!! 
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in France in the sbtteenth century, when the protestant Huguenots were 
put to death by the order of the king. 

63. Coblentz was a centre of the counter-revolutionary emigres at the 
time of the Great French Revolution. 

64. Proudhon ( 1809-55) was not a Socialist. A typical representative 
of �he petty property owners, he put forward in opposition to the 
structure of capitalist pr�erty the structure of petty commodity producers, 
who exchanged the products of their "labour" property according to the 
quantity of labour expended on them. This exchange was to be carried out 
hy the People's Bank, projected by him, which would give out to the 
owners of goods special bonds serving as exchange tokens. The petty• 
bourgeois views of Proudhon were subjected to a crushing criticism by 
Marx in his Poverty of Philosophy. 

65. Lamoureue (1742-94) ,  French prelate statesman, was a deputy 
in the Legislative Assembly during the Great French Revolution. He was 
famous for the so-called bai.ser 'Lamourette, a fraternal kiss by which he 
proposed· to end all (party dissension, Under the inftuence of his proposal, 
put forward with exceptional passion, on July 6, 1792, the representatives 
of the hostile parties embraced one another but, as might have been ex':. 
(pected, on the following day tbJs hypocritical "fraternal kiss" was for­
gotten. 

66. The reference iis to Louis Bonaparte's own organisation built by 
him from the dregs of the society with whose aid he carried through his 
coup U: etat. This organisation was called the Society ' of December Tenth 
in memory of the day of election of Louis Bonaparte as President of the 
French Republic <December 10, 1848) . 
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