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BiR DENiz TICARETi MERKEZi OLARAK iSTANBUL VE
OSMANLI - VENEDIK TiCARETI
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istanbul sehri, sahip oldugu cografi konumu sebebiyle, Karadeniz ile Akdeniz
ve onun bir uzantisi olan Marmara Denizi arasinda bir képrti durumundaydi
ve bu 6zelligi sayesinde ticari bir hareketlilige sahipti. Bu iki deniz arasinda
hareket eden tticcarlar icin adeta bir merkez tssti konumundaydi. Ayrica
istanbul’un genis limani, her tiirden geminin yanasmasina miisaade ediyor;
tliccarlar da ticaretlerini rahatlik icerisinde yapabiliyorlardi.

Bizans ve Osmanli imparatorluklarina baskentlik etmis ve Avrupa’nin en
kalabalik sehirlerinden biri olan Istanbul’un nifusu ciddi bir tiketim
potansiyelini blinyesinde barindirmaktaydi. Buna karsilik Gretim imkanlari
sinirliyds; yakin gevresi de bu devasa yapinin ihtiyaclarini karsilamaya
yetmiyordu. Yerel Uretim daha ziyade
hammadde halinde sehre gelen emtianin
islenmesi seklinde tezahur etmekteydi. Sehir
bu 6zelligi sayesinde tlccarlar icin ciddi bir
cazibe merkeziydi; gerek tahil, bakliyat ve
yag gibi guinluk tiiketim malzemeleri, gerekse
luks tuketim mallar olan Urtnler icin talep
her zaman yuksekti. Birinci grup mallar igin
daha ziyade bir i¢ ticaret hareketliligi s6z
konusu iken, 6zellikle Iuks tuketimde dis
ticaret hacmi oldukga buyuktd. istanbul'u
boélgenin diger ticaret merkezlerinden ayiran en temel 6zelligi, burada
ticaretin takastan ziyade pesin para Uzerinden yapilmasi idi; buna bagh
olarak bircok degisik yerlerden tiiccarlar ticaret yapmak arzusuyla istanbul’a
akin ediyorlardi.

Bizans doneminde 6zellikle Venedik ve Cenevizli tliccarlar, bélgedeki ticareti
hareketlendirmis, kendilerine de Us olarak Istanbul'u se¢mislerdi. Bizans
imparatorlari kendilerine genis ticari imtiyazlar vermis, Galata bolgesinde
Cenova ve Venedik mahalleleri kurulmus, istanbul Osmanlilar tarafindan
ele gecirilene kadar da, bu tuccarlar aktif olarak faaliyetlerine devam
etmiglerdir.

Il. Mehmed, istanbul’u fethinin ardindan, bu ziimrelerin ticari imtiyazlarini
tasdik ederek yenilemistir. 16. ylizyilda Fransa ve ingiltere, 17. ylizyilda
Hollanda ve Avusturya, 18. ylizyilda Rusya ve ispanya gibi tilkeler de ticari
imtiyazlar elde ederek genelde Osmanli devletiyle, 6zelde de Istanbul’da
ticaret yapmaya baslamislardir. Bu yazida, bu ticari aktorlerin en eskilerinden
birine, Venedik'in faaliyetlerine genel hatlariyla deginilecektir.

Venedik, Hacli seferleri ile birlikte Akdeniz'de basat bir gii olarak ortaya
¢tkmis ve kurmus oldugu ticaret filosu ve ticari aglarla Akdeniz'in hemen
her noktasina niifuz etmeyi basarmis; Karadeniz'de de ticaret yapar hale
gelmistir. 1204 tarihinde, IV. Hach seferi esnasinda Istanbul’un idaresi
Venediklilerin eline ge¢mistir. 1204-1261 yillari arasinda burayi yoneten
Venedikliler, sehirle aralarinda kuvvetli bir bag kurmus, burayi Karadeniz
ve 6zellikle Ege’deki kolonilerinin bagh oldugu bir merkez haline getirmislerdi.

1454 yilinda Osmanlilar tarafindan Venedik’e verilen ahidname ile fetih
éncesine benzeyen bir yapi kurulmus; istanbul’da oturmasina ve buradaki
Venedik topluluguna 6nderlik etmesine muisaade edilen baylo, ayni zamanda
Levant'taki Venedik Uslerinin tamaminin sorumlulugunu Ustlenmistir.
Osmanli Devleti ile Venedik Cumhuriyeti arasindaki siyasi iliskilere paralel
olarak iki devlet arasindaki ticari iliskilerde dalgalanmalar olmakla birlikte,
bu iliskiler hi¢bir zaman tam anlamiyla kopmamistir. Venedik arsivlerindeki
kayitlar, Venedikli tticcarlarin, savas zamanlarinda da yogun bir bicimde,
farkl bandiralarla da olsa, Osmanli topraklarina gelmeye devam ettiklerini
gostermektedir.
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istanbul’'un Galata semti,
Bizans doneminden beri Venedikli ve
Cenevizli tliccarlarin merkezidir.

Galata district of istanbul is the centre of
Venetian and Geneose traders until
the Byzantium period.

ISTANBUL AS A MERCHANT MARINE CENTER
AND OTTOMAN-VENICE TRADERSHIP
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With its geographical location, Istanbul was a bridge among Black Sea,
Mediterranean Sea and its extension Marmara Sea, therefore Istanbul has
a unceasing trading life. It was a center location for traders between these
two seas. Also, wide port of istanbul was letting every kind of ships go in
and traders could do their work easily.

Having been capital of Byzantine and Ottoman, the most crowded city of
Europe, Istanbul had a potential consumer population. But its manufacturing
facilities were limited, even its near around wasn’t enough to supply needs
of this gigantic constitution. Local manufacturing appeared as operating
raw material. With this facility, city was an attraction center for traders;
demand for daily consumption products like
grain, dried beans, oil and also for luxurious
products were very high. For primary products
an inland trade was point at issue, on the
other for luxurious consumption foreign-
trade volume was considerably high. The
most basic distinctive feature of istanbul,
trade was done cash money instead of barter;
accordingly, traders from different regions
would flood in Istanbul to trade.

In Byzantine period, especially Venetian and Geneose traders activated
trade in region and they chose Istanbul as a base. Byzantine emperors give
themselves a lot of privileges for trade, they set up Genova and Venice
neighborhood in Galata region and until Istanbul was taken under control
by Ottomans, these traders were continuing to trade actively.

After conquest of Istanbul, Mehmed Il confirmed this ranks’ privileges and
renewed. In 16. century France and England, in 17. century Holland and
Austria, in 18. century Russia, Spain got privileges and they began to trade
with Ottoman in general ad also in privacy in Istanbul. In this article Venice
actions, one of the oldest traders, will be mentioned in a general way.

Venice became a dominant power with the Crusades, and penetrated to
nearly all parts of Mediterranean with its trade fleet and commercial lines;
became a trader even in Black Sea. In 1204, at the time of IV. Crusades,
Venetian took the control of Istanbul. During 1204-1261, controlling this
region, Venetian made a tight relationship with city and made here a
connected center of colonies which were in Aegean and Black Sea Region.

In 1454, Ottomans made a treaty with Venice, according to this treaty, it
was built up a construction which was similar to the one before the conquest.
Permitted to settle in [stanbul and to govern Venice people, a group got
the responsibility of Venice bases in Levant. In parallel with political relation
between Ottoman and Venice, commercial relations between them fluctuated
but never ended exactly.

The registers in Venice archives showed that Venetian merchants continued
to come to Ottoman areas, sometimes with different ensigns, in a more
intense way during the fight period.

The superior class in the trade of Venice with East was noblemen. Especially,
till the Inebahti War period, it can be said that the trade was under the
control of Patrik’s and the other royals but the inebahti War (1571) was
for a crunch time for trade as it was in many other matters. After this
date (1571) a new class who were becoming richer with trade emerged.
With Inebahti, the fleet wars ended and after it, the pirates began to
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Venedik'in dodu ile olan ticaretinde hakim olan sinif, asilzadelerdir. Ozellikle
inebahti savagina kadar olan dénemde, ticaret tamamen patrik ailesinin ve
soylularin tekelindedir denebilir; fakat inebahti Savasi (1571), bircok konuda
oldugu gibi ticarette de bir dontim noktasi olmus, bu tarihten sonra ticaretle
zenginlesen yeni bir sinif ortaya clkmistir. inebahti ile birlikte donanma
savaslari sona ermis, bundan sonra denizlere tam anlamiyla korsanlar hakim
olmustur. Bu yapi, Venedik'in Levant ticaretini de etkilemis ve ticaret filolari
icin guivenlik sikintilari had safhaya ulasmistir. Bunun tizerine 1656 tarihinde
yapilan bir diizenlemeye gore, Venedik hiiktimeti, konvoy halinde seyrtsefer
edenler disindaki hicbir ticaret gemisine izin vermemistir.

Venedik ve Osmanli Devleti arasindaki ticarete konu olan mallar degisiklik
arz etmektedir. Fakat bunlari kabaca su sekilde tasnif etmek mimkandur:
Venedikli tliccarlar istanbul’dan yapagi, muhtelif deriler, sap, balmumu,
¢iroz ve muhtelif miicevherat; Izmir'den pamuk, pamuk ipligi, Ankara tiftigi,
balmumu ve palamut; Halep'ten baharat, kuil, ipek, iplik, pamuk, astar,
yapag! ve mucevherat; Girit'ten sabun, zeytin, zeytinyag, sarap ve tUzim;
Mora'dan zeytin, zeytinyagdi ve sarap; Selanik'ten tiitiin, Misir iskenderiye’den
yapag, astar, deri, pamuk, pamuk ipligi, fildisi ve baharat almaktaydilar.
Buna mukabil getirdikleri mallar arasinda yinli ve ipekli kumagslar, kagrt,
cam, vitray, metal, kok boya ve muhtelif miicevherat gibi yiikte hafif bahada
kiymetli emtialar bulunmaktaydi. Bunun yani sira Venedik gemileri tagimacilik
hizmeti de sunmakta ve imparatorlugun cesitli limanlari arasindaki ticarette
aracilik yapmaktaydilar.

Venedikli tticcarlar da, tipki diger yabanci tiiccarlar gibi, Osmanli gtimrik
rejimine tabi olmuslardir. Vermekle ytktimlt olduklari vergi miktari dsneme
gore degisiklik arz etmekle birlikte, 16. ve 17. yuzyillarda %5 olan oran,
1718 Pasarofca Antlasmasi’'nin imzalanmasinin ardindan %3'e cekilmistir.
Fakat bu konudaki temel sikinti, glimriige esas olacak kiymetin takdiri
olmustur. ihra¢ mallarinin takdirini Osmanli memurlari yaparken, ithal
mallarin takdirinde de, ihtilaf dogmasi durumunda “mubassirlar emti‘a ve
esyalarina ziyade baha tahmin iderler ise esyalarinin ayni ta’dad olunup
ylzde Ug hesabi Uzre ayni esya alalar” ilkesi benimsenmistir.

Osmanli Devleti ile Venedik arasinda gidip gelen tticcarlar, sadece mal ve
para takasinda bulunmamislardir. Bunun yaninda siyasi ve kulttrel anlamda
bir tasimacilik misyonu da tstlenmislerdir. Venedik'in diplomatik temsilcileri,
ozellikle tlccarlar vasitasiyla dogudan batiya dogru kesintisiz bir bilgi akisi
saglamislardir.

Kaynakga:

Edhem Eldem, Bruce Masters, Daniel Goffman, Dogu ile Bati Arasinda Osmanli Kenti:
Halep, Izmir, Istanbul, (gev. S. Yalgin), stanbul 2000.

Ugo Tucdi, “La Marina Mercantile Veneziana nel Settecento”, Bollettino, n: 2, s. 155-
200, Venezia 1960.

Eric Dursteler, Venetians in Istanbul: Nation, Identity and Coexistence in the Early
Modern Mediterranean, Baltimore 2006.

dominate the seas completely. This structure affected the Levant trade of
Venice and the security problems of trade for merchant fleets reached its
top point. After then, according to a regulation done in 1656, Venice
government didn’t allow any commercial ships except for the ones that
navigate with colonies.

The commercial goods between Ottoman and Venice were very different.
They were described roughly like that: Venice merchants used to buy short
sheep wool, various leathers, schappe, waxes, mackerel and various jewels
from Istanbul; cotton, cotton yarn, Ankara tiftigi ( mohair), waxes and horse
mackerels from Izmir; spices, ash, silk, cotton, lining, short sheep wool and
Jjewels from Halep; soaps, olives, olive oil, wine and grapes from Girit; olives,
olive oil and grapes from the Morea; tobacco from Selanik, short sheep
wool, lining, leather, cotton, cotton yarn, ivories and spices from Misir
Iskenderiye. In exchange for these, they used to bring things like woolen
and silk clothes, paper, glass, stained-glass, metal, madder and jewels namely
things light but precious. Moreover Venice ship were serving transportation
task and they were mediators among various harbors in Ottoman Empire.

Venetian merchants had to obey the Ottoman custom rules like the other
merchants. The amount of tax that they had to pay used to differ according
to periods, in 16th and 17th century, the rate was %5 but after the Treaty
of Pasarofca this rate was pulled down %3. But the main problem in the
matter was the valuation in custom. The valuation of the export goods
were done by Ottoman but when there was a problem with import goods
the rule “if custom officials evaluate their commercial goods extra price,
then they should buy the same amount of goods with the same price” was
applied.

The merchants between Ottoman Empire and Venice didn't transfer just
goods and money. They also transferred politic and cultural topics. Diplomatic
envoys of Venice provide a non stop information flow from East to West
especially with the help of merchants.
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