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Il. ABDULHAMID VE HALIC'TEKi ZIRHLI GEMILER

Sakir BATMAZ*

Abdulaziz'in sehzadeligi esnasinda kendince edindigi tecriibeler ve his
dunyasini derinden etkileyen siyasi olaylar onu sonunu géremedigi bir
maceranin icine stiriklemisti. Buna karsin Il. Abdtilhamid, tahta ¢ikar ¢tkmaz
1877-78 Osmanli-Rus Savasi'ndan cikan
donanmanin zirhli gemilerden olusan kismini
kesin bir kararla Hali¢'e génderdi. Bir devleti
mali iflasa strikleyecek kadar cok
Onemsenen ve zamaninda dinyanin ikinci
buyuk deniz gucu olarak kabul edilen
Osmanli Donanmasi‘nin neden Hali¢'e
cekildigi hep tartisila gelmistir. Bu olaya
getirilen yaklasimlardan biri, bu dénem
diinya deniz teknolojisinin gosterdigi
olaganustu hizli degisim ve donanmaya
yapilan yatinmin Sultan Abdulaziz'in dustugu
hatay! tekrarlamaktan baska bir sey
saglamayacagidir. Ayrica Enver Ziya Karal
gibi Padisahin muptela oldugu ve tedavisi
mumkin olmayan vehminin sebep oldugunu
soyleyenlerin yaninda Afif BuyUktugrul, Haltk
Sehsuvaroglu gibi arastirmacilar da vehminin
yaninda borca dayali bir donanma yapma
gorusunt Abdilhamid’in hicbir zaman
benimsemedigi ancak ekonomik nedenleri
de asil amacini (vehim ve korku) gizlemek
icin kullandigi gérusiundedirler. Kaori
Komatsu Abdulhamid’in takip ettigi
donanma politikasinin temel unsurunu bir
yoniiyle donanmanin kaderini Bab-1 Ali,
Maliye Nezareti ve Dily(n-u Umumiye Idaresi
arasinda bir tUrlu netice alinmayan
yazismalarin tespit ettigini ileri stirer. Merwin
A. Griffith ise, Abdilhamid’in ctlGsu ile
birlikte karsilastigi mali kaos neticesi ya guiclt
bir donanma veya guiclti bir kara ordusundan
birini secme mecburiyetinde kaldigini onun
da geleneksel olana yoneldigini iddia eder.

Bu yaklasimlarda genellikle ihmal edilen ama

bir o kadar 6nem tasiyan yon II. Abdtilhamid'in Hali¢'e gonderdigi zirhlilari
tamamiyla gézden ¢ikarip ¢lkarmadigidir. Kaori Komatsu'nun bahsettigi
burokrasinin carklari arasinda bir turli netice alinamayan yazismalar bu
acidan konuyla ilgili diger géruslerden daha farkli ve yeni bir yaklasim olarak
ortaya ¢ikar. Burada belirtiimesi gereken esas nokta Abdtilhamid‘in Hali¢'te
tutulan donanmanin islahi, eksikliklerinin tedarik edilmesi, yeni sistem Krupp
ve Nordenfeldt toplariyla techizi, zirhlarinin kalinlastiriimasi amaciyla Stra-
yi Bahri'ye, bazen dogrudan Bahriye Naziri'na ve Donanma Kumandani'na
iradeler géndermesi ve onlardan Donanmanin durumu ile ilgili raporlar
istemesidir.

Zirhhlanin Islahi icin Gosterilen Cabalar
Mecbur kalmadikca donanmaya yeni zirhli firkateyn veya korvet siparisi
vermek istemeyen Il. Abdiilhamid'in bu arada mevcutlari ihmal ettigi dustincesi
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II. Abdiilhamid diinyanin ikinci biiyiik
donanmasi olan Osmanli donanmasini
neden Hali¢'e ¢ektirdi?

Why did AbdLilhamid Il pulled the
Ottoman navy-which was the second
greatest navy in the world- back to
Golden Horn?

ABDULHAMID Il AND BATTLESHIPS IN GOLDEN HORN

Sakir BATMAZ*

When Abdulaziz was the prince of the country, the experiences he got by
himself and political events having a deeply impact on his feelings affected
his life in an unexpected way. On the other hand, Il Abdulhamid sent the
battleship part of the fleet coming out of the
1877-78 Ottoman-Russian war as soon as he
ascended the thrown. It has always been
discussed that why Ottoman Fleet that took
great care and was accepted as the second
biggest naval force once upon a time pulled
back to the Golden Horn. One of the
approaches put forward for this discussion
is remarkable and high-speed change of the
naval technology of the world in that term
and the investment made for the fleet would
provide nothing but repetition of the mistake
that Sultan Abdulaziz made. Besides, as well
as the ones like Enver Ziya Karal saying that
the groundless fear (suspicion) Padishah was
addicted to and not possible to treat was a
reason, researches like Afif Blydktugrul,
Haluk Sehsuvaroglu have the opinion that
Abdulhamid had never adopted the idea of
making a fleet by getting into debt but he
put forward economical reasons to hide his
main purpose (groundless fear). Kaori
Komatsu suggests that inconclusive
correspondence among Ottoman Public Debt
Administration, Bab-I Ali and Financial
predestined the fleet or in other words, the
main factor of fleet policy followed by
Abdulhamid. Merwin A. Griffith claims that
Abdulhamid had got to choose a powerful
fleet or a strong army in the result of financial
crisis and his enthronement and he tended
to choose the conventional one.

Important but generally neglected part
these approaches is whether or not
Abdulhamid was prepared to sacrifice the
troop he sent to the Golden Horn. Inconclusive correspondence among the
hand wheel of the bureaucracy Kaori Komatsu talked about, when viewed
from this aspect, is a new approach and more different than the other
opinions relevant to topic. The fundamental point that should be stated is
that Abdulhamid demanded for reports about the reformation of the fleet
in the Golden Horn, overcoming its deficiencies, the equipment with new
system of Krupp and Nordenfeldt cannons, giving commands sometimes
directly to navy minister or navarch and the situation of the fleet.

The Efforts Made For The Reformation Of Troop

The idea that the existing things were being neglected by Abdulhamid who
did not want to order for new frigates and corvettes for the fleet until he
was not forced to can be admitted regarding that the disappointment and
miserableness of the ships especially in 1897 Ottoman-Russian war. It is now
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ozellikle 1897 Osmanli-Yunan Savasi‘'nda bu gemilerin icinde
hayal kirikligi da g6z 6ntine alinirsa hakli gibi gorulebilir.
Hatta tahta ciktiginda sayica dinyanin ikinci blyik
donanmasina sahip olan Il. Abdtilhamid’in 15-20 yillik bir
zaman zarfinda donanmayi Hali¢'ten disari gikarmadigi,
btk eksiklikler icinde olmasina ragmen, giiniin sartlarina
gore yenileyip techiz ettirmedigi, kalite ve muhteva agisindan
bitmis bir durum arz ettigi, hatta bir kisminin tamir olmaya
bile kabiliyetinin olmadig, kazanlarinin aktig, sag levhalarinin
harap bir vaziyet arz ettigi, silah ve techizat bakimindan
gunun sartlar ve imkanlarinin cok gerisinde kaldigr artik
yaygin bir kanaat halini almistir. Ancak gelinen bu noktada
yegane sorumlu olarak IIl. Abdtlhamid'i géstermek ne
derece dogrudur?

Donanmanin islahi ve techizi icin bircok kereler donanma
kumandani Bozcaadali Hasan HusnU Pasa'ya, Bahriye
Nezareti'ne ve gemi kumandanlarina yazilar génderilerek
1882'de ozellikle zirhli gemilerden Orhaniye, Aziziye
firkateynleri ile Feth-i Bilend ve Mukaddime-i Hayr
korvetlerinin Tersane fabrikalarinda yapilan yeni sistem
Krupp toplart ile techizi, kazanlarinin degistirilmesi istenir
ve zirhlarinin inceligi konusunda ikaz edildigi géraltr. Bu
durum, 1. Abdilhamid’in donanmaya olan ilgisini
gostermekle beraber, ilging olan sey yazismalarin yapildigi
sirada ismi gecen zirhli gemilerin Hali¢'te yatmasidir.

28 Eylul 1883 tarihli bizzat Hasan Huisnti Pasa’ya gonderilen
yazida ise, “...Donanma-y1 Himayun‘un indel-iktiza
mikemmelen teslih ve techizi icin icab eden top ve
muhimmat ve sair kaffe-i malzeme ve edevat bila-noksan
ambarlarinda mevcud mudur, degil midir? Degil ise noksan
olan malzeme ne gibi ve ne cins seylerdir ve tedarikleri ne
kadar akge sarfina mitevakkiftir?” sorusuna Hiisnti Pasa'nin
havale ettigi SGra-y1 Bahri Komisyonu tarafindan verilen
cevapta, Amstrong toplarinin agizdan dolar toplar olup
halbuki kictan dolar toplarin hem kullaniminin kolaylig
hem de mermilerinin fazla mesafe kat etmesi sebebiyle
Avrupa devletleri kendi bahriyelerinde bulunan agizdan
dolar toplari kigtan dolar toplarla degistirdikleri ifade edilir.
Ayrica bu devletler icinde en geri kalan ingiltere’nin dahi
sonradan toplarini kicdan dolar toplarla degistirdigi
belirtilerek kendi donanmamizda bulunan zirhli gemilerden
Mesudiye, Asar-i Tevfik, Avnillah, Muinii'z-Zafer ve Feth-i
Bulend’de bulunan Amstrong toplarinin yeni sistem Krupp
toplariyla degistirilmesine karar verildigi belirtilir. Padisahin
bu konudaki daha 6nceki taleplerinin gecikmesinin
sebebi olarak da Amstrong toplarinin kigdan dolar topla
degistirilmesi calismalar icin fabrika ile yapilan gorismelerin
uzamasi gosterilmistir. Daha sonra bu tesebblsten muhtemelen maliyet
hesabinin (300.000 lira) fazla olmasi sebebiyle vazgegilmis ve Krupp fabrikasi
ile gorusme baglatiimistir. 24 Kasim 1885 tarihinde yapilan yazismalar sonunda
istenilen toplarin bedeli olarak 105.635 lira talep edilmesi Gzerine tasarruf
maksadiyla sadece Feth-i Bulend, Mukaddime-i Hayr, Avnillah ve Muin'tiz-
Zafer zirhlilarinin teghizine karar verilmistir.

Ayrica Osmaniye, Mahmudiye, Orhaniye ve Aziziye firkateynlerinin zirhlar
eski sistem oldugu halde butcedeki darlik sebebiyle yeni sisteme gére
degistirilememistir. Bunlar 6nceden 10-12 mil stirate sahipken, kazanlarinin
kohneligi sebebiyle stiratleri 7-8 mile kadar inmis, eski stratlerine donmeleri
icin 40.000 lira bedelle her birinin kazanlarinin degistirilmesi istenmistir.

By

a common thought that Il Abdulhamid who had the second
biggest fleet of the world when he ascended the thrown
could not withdraw the fleet from the Golden Horn for
15-20 years, couldn’t make it equipped in today’s conditions
despite the deficiencies it had, was in a condition that was
over in terms of quality and content and in fact he did not
have the ability to fix that, fell so behind of current condlitions
in point of equipages and weapons. But, in this situation,
is it a right thing to denote Il Abdulhamid as the sole
responsible person for this?

It was demanded to be changed Orhaniye, Aziziye frigates,
Feth-i Bilend and Mukaddime-i Hayr corvettes and new
system Krupp cannons and equipping made in navy yard
factories especially from battleships in 1882 by being written
to navarch Bozcaadali Hasan Hdisni Pasha, navy minister
and captains of the ship many times for equipping and
reformation of the fleet. And the warnings were given on
the subject of thinness of armour plates. This situation shows
Il Abdulhamid’s interest in the fleet. But the interesting
point is that the battleships aforesaid during correspondence
were lying on the Golden Horn.

In the article sent to Hasan Huisnii Pasha himself dated 28
September 1883 “requiring balls and toolings to make
armed the fleet of Humayun are available or not in tooling
and warehouse? If it is not available, what is deficient tool
like and what kind of and how much coin its provision?”
was asked. In the answer given by Stra-yi1 Bahri Council it
was stated that Amstrong cannons were muzzleloader
cannons but due to both ease of the use of breechloader
cannons and getting further ahead of their bullets, European
countries were replacing muzzleloader cannons with
breechloader cannons in their own navy. In addition, it was
indicated that even England which was the most
undeveloped country among these countries changed its
cannons with breechloader cannons later. Then, it was
decided to replace Amstrong cannons that existed in ships
called Mesudiye, Asar-i Tevfik, Avnillah, Muinii’z-Zafer and
Feth-i Bulend in our own fleet with new system Krupp
cannons. Prolonging the interview with the factory for
studies of changing Amstrong cannons with breechloader
cannons was given as a reason to delay the former demands
of Padishah. Afterwards, it was given up this attempt
probably because of the fact that cost accounting was too
much (300.000 liras) and had an interview with Krupp
factory. As a result of the correspondences in 24 November
1885 105.635 liras was demanded for the cannons and, for
saving, it was decided the supply of equipping of battleships
Feth-i Bilend, Mukaddime-i Hayr, Avnillah and Muin’tiz-
Zafer. Besides, the armour plates of frigates called Osmaniye, Mahmudiye,
Orhaniye and Aziziye could not be prepared for the new system due to the
budget deficit in spite of the old system they were. While they were speeding
up to 10-12 miles previously, they now decelerated to 7-8 miles because of
their old-fashioned boilers.

To speed up as they used to do before it was demanded for 40.000 liras by
changing the boilers of each. Only 4 years later, that is in 1889, 50.000 liras
was allocated from the budget to this the project of reformation with
Padishah’s own command. When it came to 1890, in the result of the
mentioned developments it was seen that the cannons and boilers of the
armoured frigates and corvettes were not changed and in fact some parts
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Bu yenilesme projesine ancak dort yil sonra yani 1889'da bizzat Padisahin
iradesiyle butceden 50.000 lira ayrilabilmistir. 1890 yilina gelindiginde
bahsedilen gelismeler nihayetinde zirhli firkateyn ve korvetlerin kazan ve
toplarinin degistirilmesi bir yana bir kisminin tamir olmaya dahi kabiliyeti
olmayacak derecede curtidtgu gortilmusttr. 1890°dan itibaren de Tersane-
i Amire ve italya’nin Ansaldo Firmasinin ortaklasa calismalariyla Halic'te
bulunan gemilerden 6ncelikle Osmaniye ve Aziziye, 1892'de Orhaniye ve
Mahmudiye ardindan da bittn korvet ve dubalarin yenilenmesi yoluna
gidilmistir.

Hali¢"teki Zirhlilarin 1897 Yunan Savasi’‘na Gonderilmesi

Zirhlilarin Tersane-i Amire’de kismen yenilendikten dort-bes yil sonra patlak
veren 1897 Osmanli-Yunan Savasi esnasindaki hayal kirikligi yaratan
durumlarini ise izah edecek olursak, bu konu ile ilgili akla gelen ihtimaller
su sekilde siralanabilir:

1. Donanma komutani, Bahriye Naziri ve Bahriye Medlisi Gyelerinin mevcut
konumlarini muhafaza icin Padisahi yanlis bilgilendirerek, gemilerin stirekli
bakiminin yapildig, yeni toplar ile techiz edildigi, personelinin her an savasa
hazir oldugu yénindeki yaniltici raporlaridir. Ayrica Bahriye Nezareti
tarafindan duzenli olarak Padisaha sunulan donanma asker ve gemi
mevcuduna iliskin cetvellerde savas 6ncesi eski sistem Hotchkiss toplarinin
gemilerden gikartilarak yerlerine yeni sistem Krupp ve Nordenfeldt toplari
konuldugu kaydedilmesine ragmen savasta top sayilarinin mibalagali
bildirildigi, cogunun ise ise yaramayacak durumda oldugu gortlmustur.

2. Tersane-i Amire’nin zirhli gemilerinin yapim, tadilat ve techizatinda yetersiz
olmasina ragmen yurt digindaki firmalar yerine umumiyetle tasarruf gerekce
gbsterilerek gemilerin istanbul’da yenilenmesi konusunda Bahriye Nezareti
tarafindan israrla Padisaha raporlar sunulmustur. Tersanede bakima alindiktan
bir mtiddet sonra girdikleri savasta hayal kirikligi yaratan zirhli firkateyn ve
korvetlerin bu durumu savas esnasinda tetkike gelen teknik heyetin de
goztinden kagmamustir. Nitekim hasarlar gézden gegirildiginde bu gemilerin
tadilat esnasinda tersane usta ve uzmanlari tarafindan bu harap hale
dustraldukleri anlasiimistir. Teknik heyetin cabalari ile Hofe Pasa ve gemi
kumandanlarindan bir komisyon kurularak bahsedilen olayla ilgili bir rapor
hazirlanmistir. Bu raporun en can alici kismi ise “....Hamidiye, Aziziye ve
Orhaniye Firkateyn-i Himayunlari harp gorevi yapmaya muktedir degillerdir.
Ayni zamanda bu gemilerin Tersane-i Amire‘de yeniden tamir ve techizlerine
tesebbis etmek hususu feci hatalari tekrardan baska bir fayda hasil
etmeyecegit....” seklindedir.

3. Zirhli gemilerde bulunan toplar ile alet ve edevatin muhafazasina ve
gunluk bakimina boluk zabitleri ile topgu kaptanlari tarafindan dikkat
edilmemesidir. Bu konuda btitiin kumandan, komodor ve gemi stivarileri
cesitli defalar ikaz edilmesine ragmen savas esnasinda gemilerdeki mevcut
toplarin hig birine bakim yapilmadigi gértlmustar.

Halicteki zirhlilar bir tarafa 1883 yilindan itibaren klgtik, modern, daha
ucuz maliyetli ve cok yonli kullanima musait seri gemilerden murekkep bir
donanmanin teskili gayretleri géralir. Torpidobot, torpidogecer, tahte’l-
bahr torpido geger ve ganbot ttirti gemilerden murekkep bu yeni donanmanin
gayesi 6zellikle Bahr-1 Ahmer, Trablusgarp, Kameran, Basra vs. yerlerde
kolluk gérevi yapmak, sinir muhafazasini saglamaktir. Il. Abdtlhamid‘in
temel problemi zirhlilar degil onlarin butceye getirdigi asiri yuktar. O
mevcutlan muhafaza etme ve elinden geldigince yeni zirhli siparisi vermeme
dustincesindedir. Ancak bu tir gemilerin siparisi zaruret arz ederse o takdirde
bu defa bunlarin Tersane-i Amire’de yapilmas tizerinde durmustur. 1880
yilindan itibaren besi Tersane-i Amire’ye olmak tizere toplam sekiz zirhli
kruvazor tipi gemi siparis verilmistir.

of them spoiled in an unfixable way. Since 1890 it has been tried for the
restoration of pontoons and corvettes of Osmaniye, Aziziye firstly in the
Golden Horn, then Orhaniye and Mahmudiye in 1892 and after, all of them
with the mutual studies of Ansoldo Firm of Italy and supervisor of navy yard.

That battleships in the Golden Horn were sent to 1897 Greek War
If we explain the situation of battleships that caused disappointment during
1897 Ottoman-Greek war broken out after 4 or 5 years the battleship’s
partly restoration in navy, the possibilities that come to mind first about this
topic can be lined up in this way:

1. The navarch gave misleading reports about renewing the ships regularly,
equipping with new cannons and every staff's being ready for a sudden
war and misinformed Padishah to protect the current positions of navy
minister and members of navy council. Besides, it was indicated that the
number of cannons was overrated in the war and most of them were out
of condition although replacing old system Hotchkiss cannons with new
system Krupp and Nordenfeldt cannons was recorded in report about the
availability of ship, soldier and fleet presented to Padishah regularly by navy
minister.

2. For maintenance, repairing and outfit of Tersane- Amire ships it was not
enough but instead of foreign companies, admiralty offered a lot of reports
to Sultan for ships’ renewing economically in Istanbul. After repaired in
shipyard, frigate and corvettes caused disappointment in battle and technical
committee surveying during the battle realized this situation. When mistakes
were considered, these ships mistakes were understood to be done by
repairmen at the time of repairing. With the struggle of technical committee,
Hofe Pasha and a group of ship commanders prepared a report about this
situation. The most important part of this report was that Hamidiye, Aziziye
and Orhaniye frigates were not capable of struggling. On the other hand,
repairing of these ships again would cause mistakes again it wouldn’t be
wise.

3. It wasn’t given attention to conservation and daily care of balls, tooling
and implements. Although commanders were warned about that subject
it was seen at the time of battle there was no care of available balls in ships.

Apart from the battleships in golden horn the efforts to make a formation
of compound fleet consisting of small, modern, lower-cost and multi-usage
ships can be seen. The aim of this new fleet composed of kind of ships like
torpedo boat, torpedo passes and ganbot is to provide the border protection
especially in Tripoli, Kameran, Basra. The main problem of Abdulhamid is
not the battleships but the excessive load they brought in budget. He had
the opinion of protecting available things and not giving order for new
battleships as far as he could. However, if that kind of ships were necessary
to have, then he emphasized that these ships should be made in Tersane-i
Amire. It has been ordered for 8 armoured cruiser kind of ship, five of which
were ordered for Tersane-i Amire.
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