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I1l. SELIM VE OSMANLI DONANMASI

Tuncay ZORLU*

II. Selim, ‘Nizam-1 Cedid’ adi verilen idari, sosyal, ekonomik ve askeri reformlar
bittntnin bir parcasi olarak donanmaya btk 6nem verdi. Tersane islerinin
bir diizene kavusturulmasi icin 1792'de stit kardesi Ktictik Huseyin Pasa'y
kaptanideryalik gérevine getirdi. Gemi stvarilerinin devlet malina zarar
vermelerini engellemek tizere tedbirler aldi. Oncelikle gemileri boyutlarina

gore kalyon, firkateyn ve sehtiye seklinde Ugce
ayirdi. Gemilere liyakatlerine gore kaptanlar tayin
etti. Bahriyenin komuta kademesindeki subaylarin,
yani Kapudane, Patrona, Riyale, Liman Reisi gibi
yetkililer ile kaptanlarin maaslarina zam yaparak
ve emeklilik durumlarini bir nizam altina alarak
rusvet ve yolsuzluklarin 6ntine gegmeye calisti.
Bu Ust dUizey yoneticilerin yani sira yelkenci, topcu,
gemi reisleri gibi donanmanin gedikli personelinin
tayin, azilleri igin de 11 Temmuz 1792'de bir
nizamname ¢ikartarak goérevlendirmelerde siki
kontrol, liyakat ve tesvike dayanan bir sistem
getirdi. Ill. Selim’in yaptigi en 6nemli iki idari
reformdan ilki hig stiphesiz 1804 yilinda gikardig
bir kanunname cercevesinde denizcilikle ilgili
islahatlari finanse edebilmek icin Bahriye
Hazinesi'ni (Tersane Hazinesi) kurdurmasi, ikincisi
ise Tersane Emaneti'ni kaldirarak yerine Umar-i
Bahriye Nezareti'ni (Tersane-i Amire Nezareti)
kurmasidir. Yine bu kanunname ile bahriye
islerinde bir isbolimune de gidiliyordu.

Denizcilikte egitimin 6nemini idrak etmis bir
reformcu olan lll. Selim kara mthendishanesinden
ayri olarak donanma ve Tersane’nin muhendis
ve teknik eleman ihtiyacini karsilamak amaciyla
Tersane bunyesinde bir mihendishane kurdu.
Bu muhendishane iki kissmdan olusmaktaydi.
Birinci kisim seyr-i sefain, ikincisi ise gemi insa
derslerine tahsis edilmisti. Burada diger teorik
ve uygulamali teknik derslerin yani sira denizcilik
icin dnemli olan kartografya ve cografya dersleri
veriimekteydi.

1Il. Selim'in tahta gikisiyla birlikte tic ambarli kalyon,
iki ambarli kalyon, kapak, firkateyn, korvet, salope,
sehtiye, ates gemisi, uskuna, kirlangig, trabago,
sebek gibi yelkenli gemi turlerinin insasi buyuk
bir ivme kazandi. 18. yuzyilin son yillari ve 19.
yuzyilin baglari 6nemli teknolojik gelismelerin
yasandigi yillardi. 1792-93 yilindan itibaren, savas
gemilerinin su ile temas eden alt ve yan kisimlarinin
yapildigi bir endazehane yine bu dénemde insa
edildi. Ayrica gemi direklerinin bakirla kaplanmasi
uygulamasina gidildi. Bu ilk defa yaklasik 30 yil
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lIl. Selim reformlan dogrultusunda
donanmaya biiyiik 5nem verdi.

Selim Ill gave much importance
to the fleet as a part of his reforms.
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SELIM Il AND OTTOMAN FLEET

Tuncay ZORLU*

Selim Ill gave much importance to fleet as a part of the total of executive,
social, economic and military reforms called as “Nizam-i Cedit”. He charged
his milk brother Kligtik Hiiseyin Pasha with sea captain to regulate the navy
yard. He took precautions to restrain shipmasters from damaging the public
property. Firstly, he classified the ships as galleon, frigate and sehtiye

regarding to its dimension. He appointed captains
to ships considering their qualifications. He tried
to prevent bribe and embezzlement with
increasing military officers’ salary in navy control
rank, namely Kapudane, Patrona, Riyale, Port
Chief, and captain’s salary and organizing their
retirement status. As well as these executives, for
navy personnel’s appointment and discharge
like sailor, gunner and ship captains he enacted
a regulation in 11 July 1792 and brought into a
system based on strict control in tasking, merit
and encouragement. The first of the most
important administrative reforms Selim Ill made
is doubtlessly making navy treasure established
to sustain reformations related to navigation in
the frame of law book he passed in 1804 and
the second is setting up the navy custody instead
of navy yard security. There was job-sharing in
navy works thanks to this law book.

A reformer understanding the importance of
education in navigation, Ill Selim set up an
engineer school in constitution of navy yard apart
from the army in order to meet the need of
engineer and craft of navy yard and fleet. This
engineer school consisted of two parts. The first
part was allocated for seyr-i sefdin, the other part
was for classes of ship construction. In this school,
in addition to academic and applied technical
courses, there were cartography and geography
classes which are significant topics in navigation.

When Selim Il ascended the throne, the
construction of sailing ship types like three -
decker galleon, two-decker galleon, frigate,
corvette, salope, sehtiye, fire ship, schooner,
swallow, trabago and macaque gained speed.
Remarkable technological developments were
experienced at the beginnings of 19th century
and the last years of 18th century. Since 1792 -
93, an application in which the bottom and the
side part of the battleships contacting with
water were covered with copper has been carried
out. This was a technology that was implemented
firstly in England, in 1760s, nearly 30 years ago.
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dnce 1760'li yillarda ingiltere’de uygulanan bir teknolojiydi. Amaci, ahsap
gemileri su zararlilarina karsi korumak, dmairlerini uzatmak, tamir masraflarini
azaltmak ve geminin seyrini daha suratli ve gtivenli hale getirmekti. 1797-
1800 tarihleri arasinda Hali¢'te ilk kuru havuz insa edildi. Buna gore, tamir
ya da ingaat islemleri kuru ortamda tamamlanan gemiler havuz kapaklarinin
agllmasiyla iceri su alinarak denize dogru yiizdiriiliyordu. isvecli mihendislerin
yonettigi, yerli gorevlilerin insasina yardim ettigi ve giinimtizde 3 numarali
havuz olarak anilan bu yapi, Il. Mahmud ve Abdiilmecid / Abdlaziz
dénemlerinde insa edilecek olan 2 ve 1 numarali kuru havuzlara da model
teskil etti.

Teknolojik gelismeler birbirini takip ediyordu. Yeni kalyon indirme metodu
da bunlardan biriydi. Geleneksel yonteme gore, gemilerin insasi ve donanimi
karada tamamlanir ve daha sonra gemiler denize indirilirdi. Bu zor bir islem
olmanin yaninda ¢ok sayida insangticti gerektiriyordu. Ayrica denize indirme
sirasinda gemi tim donanimiyla iyice agirlastig icin kerestelerin ¢okmesine
de yol acabiliyordu. Oysa Fransiz gemi muihendisi Le Brun'un 1794-95'de ilk
defa Arslan-1 Bahrf isimli 59 zira / 44.7 m uzunlugundaki bir kalyona uyguladig
yeni metod, kalyonlarin lumboz seviyesine kadar kizaklar tizerinde insasini
geri kalan kisimlarin ise denize indirildikten sonra tamamlanmasini getiriyordu.
Yaklasik kirk yil stirecek olan bu yeni metod, gemi indirme sirasinda keresteler
Uzerine binen basinc azaltmakla kalmiyor, isci sayisinin da azalmasini
saglayarak ekonomik bir avantaj sagliyordu.

Gemi demiri ya da capa denilen ekipmanlarin tretimi icin bir lengerhane
ile gemi modellerinin ve planlarinin cizildigi, 6l¢timlerinin ve tasarimlarinin
yerlerine yerlestirilebilmesine imkan saglayacak olan montaj diizeneklerinin;
gemi Uzerinde ve sintinede biriken sularin bosaltiimasinda ve ¢ikmasi
muhtemel yanginlarin séndurtlmesinde kullanilacak olan yeni tulumba ve
pompalarin alinmasi da bu dénemin kazanimlari arasindaydi.

Gemilerdeki mekanin verimli kullanilmasi ve gemi diizeninin saglanmasina
yonelik calismalar da yapildi. Eskiden gemiye binen mirettebata muayyen
bir stire kendilerine yetecek miktarda erzak verilirdi. Murettebat sefer
sirasinda geminin farkli bolgelerinde kendi yemegini kuigtik ocaklarda pisirir
ve yerdi. Bu zaman zaman yanginlara yol acardi. Bu mahzuru gidermek icin
yemegin pisirilmesi, dagitilmasi ve yenmesini bir plana baglayan merkezi
bir mutfak ve iase sistemi kuruldu. Ayrica muhtemel yanginlara karsi geminin
bordalarinin i¢ kisimlari metallerle kaplandi. Tam bu yenilikler gemilerdeki
beslenme aliskanliklarini dtizene koymakla kalmadi, ayni zamanda gemilerin
daha fazla top tasiyabilecedi bos alanlari da saglamis oldu.

insa edilen gemilerin seyirleri ve gemi Gzerindeki mekanin iktisatli
kullanilmasina déntik yenilikler de zikredilmeye deger. ilk defa gemilerde
seyir defteri ya da seyir jurnali (logbook) adi verilen kayitlar tutulmaya
baslandi. Bu defterler yaninda seyir talimatlarini ve diizenlemelerini iceren
ve “kavaid-i bahriye" adi verilen belgelerin gemilerde tasinmasi kurali
getirildi. Deniz kurallarinin kaydedildigi defter kirmizi sahtiyan ve altin
zencirekli cilt, jurnal defterleri ise ebru cilt olacakti. Bu itibarla 1798 yilinda
her birinden on beser cilt olmak Gzere otuz ciltlik defter hazirlanarak
kalyonlara verilmisti. Ayrica gemilerde Piri Reis'in Kitab-1 Bahriye'sinin ve
bir dizi alet ve edevatin bulundurulmasi ve kaptanlarin yeni gézlemlerini
kaydetmesi isteniyordu.

lIl. Selim modernlesme hareketlerini devam ettirirken tek bir tlkeye bagli
kalmaktan ziyade farkli tlkelerden teknik yardim almaya 6zen gésteren
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Its aim was to protect the wooden ships against marine species, prolong
their life span, reduce the cost of repair and make the ships a little faster
and safer. The first dry dock was built in Hali¢ between the years of 1797-
1800. Accordingly, the ships whose repair or construction processes were
completed in dry places were being sailed towards to sea by getting water
inside and opening the lock. This structure which was managed by Swedish
engineers, aboriginals helped its construction and nowadays referred as
number 3 set an example for number 2 and 1 dry docks that would be built
in Mahmud Il and Abdulmecid / Abdulaziz' reign.

Technological developments were following each other. New method of
galleon landing was one of these developments. According to conventional
technique, the construction and equipment of ships were completed in land
and then ships were launched. As well as its difficultness, it required much
more labor force. Besides, in the course of launching it might cause downfall
of timbers because it became heavier with its all equipment. However, new
method applied to a galleon called as Arslén-i Bahri in the length of 59 zira
/44.7m for the first time in 1794-95 by French ship engineer Le Brun required
the construction of galleons upon the sledges to the level of port hole and
the completion of the other parts after being launched. This new method
that would take about 40 years not only decompress the timbers in the
course of launching but also has an economical advantage by providing the
decline of manpower.

Endézehéne where shapes and plans of ships were drawn, measurements
and designment were made and lengerhéne for the production of equipments
called as anchor or waist anchor were built in that term. Moreover, purchasing
the mounting (assembly mechanism) that would provide masts to be put
into places, new waterpumps and blowtorches which would be used in
pouring out of the water piling up on the ship and bilge and putting out
the probable fire were just a few of the acqusitions of that term.

Several studies were carried out in order for effective usage of ship areas
and making arrangement of the ship. In the past, a little amount of supplies
would be given to crews on the ship for quite a while. Crews would cook
on small furnaces and eat by themselves in different cabins of the ship
during sailing. This occasionally might cause fire outbreak. To handle with
this handicap a central kitchen system was set up that was oriented at
cooking, eating and handing-out of food. In addition, the inner sides of
the ship board were covered with metallic in case a fire might break out.
All of these restorations not only regulate the feeding behaviour but also
provide empty areas where ships could carry much more cannons.

The movement of the newly-built ships and restorations aimed at usage
of areas on the ship are worth mentioning. For the first time, it was begun
to keep a record called as logbook or journal book on ships. As well as these
books, a rule that required carrying of the documents on the ship consisting
of instructions and regulations and called as “kavaid-i bahriye” was set up.
The book which sea rules were recorded would be red, golden and saffian
volume and the journal book would be marbling volume. Regarding this,
30 volume book, 15 volume each of them, were designed and given to
galleons in 1798. Besides, the book of Piri Reis “Kitab-1 Bahriye”, a set of
paraphernalias and record of captain’s new observations were asked for
on ships.

While Selim Ill was going on his modernization movements, he was following
an international policy that take care to get technical help from different
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bir uluslararasi politika izliyordu. Boylece bu tlkeler arasindaki rekabetten
faydalanmayi timit ediyordu. Ozellikle Fransiz, isvec ve ingiliz miihendislerden
gemi yapiminda ve tersane tesislerinde yardim aldi. Bu yardimi alirken tlkeyi
ve basta istanbul’u diistik profilli yabancilar cenneti haline getirmekten
uzak durma basiretini de gésterdi. Raporlar ve referans mektuplari ile temin
ettigi vasifll yabana elemana ytiksek tcret politikasiyla memleketi kaliteli
miihendisler icin bir cazibe merkezi haline getirmeyi de basardi. lil. Selim‘in
yabanci eleman istihdami siyaseti sonuclari itibariyle ileriki yillarda gortlecek
olan teknolojik bagimliligin habercisi gibi yorumlanabilecegi gibi, vasifli
yerli teknik isglctintin olusmasinda iyi bir egitim ve tecrtibe platformu
olusturdugu gergegi de yadsinamaz.
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countries rather than holding to only one country. In this way, he was
expecting to make use of rivalry among these countries. He received support
in ship construction and navy yard facilities especially from French, Swedlish
and English engineers. When he was getting this help, he abstained from
making Istanbul and country a heavenly place for foreigners. He managed
to make the country a kind of attraction center for engineers of good
quality with his policy giving high wages to qualified foreign staffs that he
got through reports and recommendatory letters. We also cannot deny the
truth that Selim Ill was the forerunner of technological addiction in next
years due to the results of his policy of employment foreign staffs and laid
the foundations of good education and experince in building up local and
qualified technic manpower.
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