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SUDOKU

The World Sudoku Championship is being held this digits in a solution were correct. There were no points
month in Bangalore, India. The UK team is chosen by allocated for any almost complete, or miswritten entries.
the UK Puzzle Association (www.ukpuzzles.org) at a

team-selection event held earlier this year. Our Sudoku L .
puzzles featured at this event and in this issue we're oudoku Championship competitors, the fastest UK

featuring one of the competition rounds for vou to tr competitor for this round, Tom Collyer, finished with an
; i ; t d impressive 210 points. But Yannick Meyapin of France

for yourself. . . .
(foreign competitors are allowed to enter for practice)
On pages 8-11 and 42-45 you will find 16 Sudoku finished all of the puzzles, collecting the full 240 points,

Just to give you an idea of the proficiency of World

puzzles each with a score allocated. In this speed- with 3 minutes and 50 seconds to spare. Gulp!
solving round, competitors were given 45 minutes Happy puzzling

to complete as many of these puzzles as possible. %fm}w

Participants were given full points for a puzzle if all 81

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

1 COMPEIIIION

-or your chance to win £1,000 in cash, solve this puzzle and follow the instructions
to find a hidden word! Then, complete the form and send it to Grand Cash
Competition 12534, 69 Station Road, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 1EY. Closing date IS

November 15, 2017. See page 81 for full terms and conditions. Good luck!

WsU 169

We've introduced a fun twist to our prize puzzle!

Fach digit in this Sudoku represents a letter (see table
above). Solve the Sudoku to reveal which four digits
appear in the highlighted cells. Reading from top to
bottom, the correlating letters to these four digits spell
out a word. This word Is the competition solution.

Competition solution:
% Or you can enter online at: www.puzzler.com
= [his competition Is running in conjunction with other
E participating Puzzler Media titles.
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (Please delete as appropriate) First Name ... SUMAME e,
AAAIESS ... eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenereseeesesseesiesesseenssessessensenneeneen POST GOA@ Lo,
Maintel. N0. ..., MODII@ NO. ...,

B Al A0UE S S .o i

Puzzler Media Ltd may wish to contact you from time to time with special offers and promotions. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such offers by:

[] Post [ Telephone [ Email [] Free SMS. Puzzler Media Ltd may wish to communicate with you through their email newsletter. Please tick here if you ARE
HAPPY to receive the newsletter by email: L] Newsletter. Other, carefully selected companies may like to contact you occasionally with offers and promotions. Please
tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such offers by: L1Post [JTelephone. Please tick here if you ARE HAPPY to receive such offers by: [JEmail L] Free SMS.
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How To Solve Sudoku

Place a digit from 1-9 in each empty cell so that each row, each
column and each 3x3 block contains all the digits from 1-9.

Solving tip: stepping stones

As the same digit can't fall in the same row or column as itself, by focusing
on a single digit in a 3x3 block (eg. 7 in the middle-right 3x3 block of this

example) there often remains only one place for a digit to go.

Solving tip: row, box and column

t IS possible to zone-in or

numbers in the row, colum

a single cell and, by taki

ng account of the other

n and 3x3 block In which

It appears,

[dentify the

digit that must appear In
of the example.

Solving tip: exceptions

cells, eg.
know what
order. But, this information
along this row (5 and 7).

Sudoku 1s simple to learn, requires no calculations, and provides a

can be

that cell, eg. only an 8 can go in the high

Sometimes, you'll need to consider which numbers cannot go ir
00K at the central 3x3 block at tr
digits must go In the el

pty cel

e bottom of

Ighted cell

certain
the example. We
S, but we don't yet know the

used to help fill the other blank cells

surprisingly wide variety of logical situations. Good luck!

Killer Sudoku

The nor
addition,
(marked by dots) must add up to
number In the top corner of that box.

No digit Is repeated In an inner shape.

mal rules of Sudoku apply. In
the digits In each Inner shape

the

Remember:

The numbers In each row.

each column and each 3x3 block
must always add up to 45.

Loop the Loop

Connect adjacent crosses with

vertl

cal or horizontal lines so that

a single loop Is formed with no

Crossings or branches. Each number
indicates how many lines surround
it, while empty cells may be
surrounded by any number of lines.
< 11 2 3

M & * - 4 + < * e

% : 3 ;1- 0 + r < 3 r +

5 2x | |3 3

= 2 3

L <Qx 2 1

= + + X+ - + + - ;

S 1 3 2
Solving tips:

e \lark gaps with an x, between

(142+3+4+5+6+7+8+9=45.) crosses you know cannot be linked,
e [or some inner shapes, only one eg. around 0s.

combination of digits will be possible, @ [o create a single loop, the line
eg.a 1and 3 in a two-cell 4-sum. must always be extended. Certain

e Dont forget the basic rules of patterns in the positioning of clues
Sudoku. It's easy to get tanglea Up In will set you on your way, eg. where a
sums when the standard rules will 3 1s adjacent to a O or adjacent 3s.

get you there.

4

Solution.

Bridges

Each circle containing a number
represents an island. The object is to
connect each island with vertical or
horizontal bridges so that:

® the number of bridges equals the
number inside the islana;

e there IS a continuous path
connecting all the islands.
There can be up to two bridges
between two Islands. Bridges cannot
cross islands or other bridges.

OO =
® © O

O ®
O—©O—@

@ & 6
@ @& O

Solving tips:

e Start with 8-islands (the maximum
number of bridges an island could have).
® |slands In corners are restricted.

e Fach newly placed bridge limits the
options for surrounding islands.

SUDOKU
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SUDOKU:

S Y
8
4 [4
1 4
9 7
6 o
6 Loop the Loop Y
+ 1 + + + O + + + +
1
1
1 0

Join the crosses to
make a single loop.
Each number tells
you how many lines
surround It.

See page 4 for
detalls.



<. SPEED-SOLVING CHALLENGE!
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See editorial (page 3) for details.
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. SPEED-SOLVING CHALLENGE!
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See editorial (page 3) for details.
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See editorial (page 3) for details.
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. SPEED-SOLVING CHALLENGE!
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See editorial (page 3) for details.
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15 Killer

This puzzle combines
Sudoku and Kakuro.
The normal rules of

Sudoku apply.

In addition, the digits
in each inner shape
add up to the number
In the top corner of
that box. No digit is
repeated In an inner
shape.

Full details are
on page 4.

| 2 SUDOKU
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The circles are
Islands. The numbers
tell you how many
bridges are connected
to each island.

A maximum of two
bridges can connect
any two islands.

See page 4 for full
details.

| 4

20 Bridges
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26 Suguru

Fill the grid so that each cell contains a digit. A bol

d outlined

cluster of two cells contains the digits 1 and 2, a cluster of
three cells contains the digits 1, 2 and 3, and so on. No same
digit appears in any neighbouring cell, not even diagonally.

28 Suguru

4

29 Suguru

27 Suguru

¢!

Suguru is a hugely enjoyable
logic puzzle from Puzzler.

Don’t miss your copy of
Puzzler Suguru magazine,
available in the shops now!

SUDOKU
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The normal rules of
Sudoku apply.

In addition, the digits
in each inner shape
add up to the number
In the top corner of
that box. No digit Is
repeated in an inner
shape.

Full details are
on page 4.

20
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Join the crosses to
make a single loop.
Each number tells
you how many lines
surround It.

For full details on

how to solve this
puzzle, see page 4.
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This Japanese
puzzle Is related to
Sudoku. Each line
across and down

must contain all the

numbers 1-9.

Use the given
numbers and the
symbols that tell

you If the digit in a

cell is larger (>) or

smaller (<) than the
digit next to It.

24

40 Futoshiki
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% Enjoy Puzzler Sudoku? Turn to page 82 for a great subscription offer!
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49 Tatami

g

Like Sudoku, Tatam
will challenge the
versatility of the solver.

The digits 1-5 must
appear twice in each
row and column, and
once in each inner
shape. The same
digits cannot be
placed in cells that
share an edge, but can
be placed in diagonally
adjacent cells.

23 SUDOKU
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These puzzles have
become known as
Hashi, the Japanese
for Bridges.

For full details on

how to solve this
puzzle, see page 4.

50

52 Bridges
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GUEST PUZZLE: NUMBERLINK

Unusually, there is 1
no foolproof logical

way to solve this § 2 ; 4 ; g g g ; 2 ;
seeminglyeasy | e DL I R DO SO N I T
puzzle; instead } 3 ; ; g § ; ; 5 §
Numberlinkrequires | N 00 N
some good puzzling g ; 7 ;
sense! Enjoy. | ' '

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""

Link each pair of 14 }

______________________________________________________________________________

numbers with a @ 8 ; 1 ; 8 ;
continuous line. Lines i i i =

move horizontally
or vertically through | . 0
cells and cannot 5
cross at any point. SRR SR N SRS SRS S SRS S SRS S
Lines may not pass 3 ;
through number cells, 6 ' 3 '
but all other cells In
the grid will be used.

______________________________________________________________________________
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This puzzle combines
Sudoku and Kakuro.
The normal rules of

Sudoku apply.

In addition, the digits
In each inner shape
add up to the number
In the top corner of
that box. No digit Is
repeated In an inner
shape.

Full detalls are
on page 4.
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Join the crosses to
make a single loop.

Each num

ber tel

you how many lir
surround It.

S
€S

For full details on
how to solve this
puzzle, see page 4.
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+ +- + + 5 + - +- +
3 1 2 1 1 1
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This Japanese
puzzle Is related to
Sudoku. Each line
across and down

must contain all the

numbers 1-9.

Use the given
numbers and the
symbols that tell

you If the digit in a

cell is larger (>) or

smaller (<) than the
digit next to it.
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74 Tatami

Like Sudoku, Tatami
will challenge the
versatility of the solver.

The digits 1-5 must
appear twice in each
row and column, and
once in each inner
shape. The same
digits cannot be
placed in cells that
share an edge, but can
be placed in diagonally
adjacent cells.

4]
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<. SPEED-SOLVING CHALLENGE!
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15 points
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See editorial (page 3) for details.
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. SPEED-SOLVING CHALLENGE!
78 15 points
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See editorial (page 3) for details.
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<. SPEED-SOLVING CHALLENGE!
80

20 points
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See editorial (page 3) for details.
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382

30 points

6

/

See editorial (page 3) for details.
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The circles are
Islands. The numbers
tell you how many
bridges are connected

to eacr

Island.

A maxim

Im of two

bridges can connect

any two

Islands.

See page 4 for full
details.

46

85 Bridges
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% Don’t forget, if you would like to subscribe to Puzzler Sudoku, turn to page 82.
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The normal rules
of Sudoku apply. In
addition, the digits
In each inner shape

(marked by dots)
must add up to the
number in the top
corner of that box.
No digit is repeated
In an Inner shape.

Full detalls are
on page 4.
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99 Bridges

o 6 6 @
CD C) (:) C),

Each circle containing a number represents an island. The object is to connect each
island with vertical or horizontal bridges so that the number of bridges equals the
number inside the island; there is a continuous path connecting all the islands.
There can be a maximum of two bridges between two islands. Bridges cannot cross
islands or other bridges. For more details on how to solve this puzzle, see page 4.
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110 Loop the Loo

+ + + + + + + ¥ + + + + + + + + + = + + +

how to solve 0
this puzzle, |+ + *+ _*+ *+ ¢

See page 4 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + o 2 + + +
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118 Kille

The normal rules of
sudoku apply.

In addition, the digits
in each inner shape
(marked by dots)
must add up to the
number in the top
corner of that box.
No digit is repeated
N an inner shape.

Full detalls are
on page 4.
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For full details on how to solve this puzzle, see page 4.
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CELL BLOCKS

AN ENTHRALLING NEW LOGIC PUZZLE, FIFTY PUZZLES WRITTEN BY NATIONAL ] | | H FIFTY PATH-FINDING PUZZLES
FROM PUZZLER PRESS COMPILERS, EDITED BY PUZZLER FIFTY PUZZLES OF THIS CLASSIC TEASER, HAND-MADE BY TREVOR TRURAN HAND-MADE BY TREVOR TRURAN

SUDOKU VARIANT, FROM PUZZLER = P Lo N, S I ) Y Y R T .

The nifty fifty!

Fifty nifty puzzles to print out at home. Visit puzzler.com

COMPETITION RULES: 1 Open only to people aged 18 and over and resident in the UK, Isle of Man and the Channel Islands; in addition, cash and
voucher competitions are open to Eire and overseas residents and winners will receive their prize in the form of a UK Sterling cheque. Employees
of Puzzler Media Ltd, their agents, suppliers, anyone professionally connected with the promotion, distributors, retailers and the immediate
families of the aforementioned are ineligible. 2 One entry per household, via one entry route only. No photocopied entries or bulk applications will
be accepted. Anyone deemed to be entering through improper means will be disqualified. 3 The ‘How to Enter’ instructions form part of the rules.
Some competitions may be featured in other Puzzler Media magazines and on puzzler.com. 4 All entries must be received by the closing date
specified. 5 No liability will be accepted for entries lost, damaged or delayed in the post. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of receipt.
6 A winning competition entry is one that has a correct answer to the competition for which that entry has been drawn. 7 Winners will be the first
correct entries selected at random from all entries received. 8 All winners must agree to future publicity. Winners’ names and counties will be
published. 9 Where a prize becomes unavailable, Puzzler Media Ltd reserves the right to offer an alternative prize of equal or greater value. Should
the prize be deemed unsuitable by the winner, there is no cash or prize alternative. Prize values are accurate at the time of going to press. 10 All
prizes including holidays are non-transferable. Please check prize is suitable before entering. 11 The draw will take place after the closing date
and prize winners will be notified by post on Puzzler Media headed paper within 28 days of the closing date. Any prize returned to Puzzler Media
Ltd will be disposed of six months after the closing date, after every effort has been made to contact the winner. 12 Entries must be made either on
the official entry form or submitted via our website, www.puzzler.com. Follow website instructions for online entries. If entering online, only input

the four letter word solution. Written entries may be declared void if applications are illegible. The editor’s decision is final and no correspondence
will be entered into. DO NOT enclose any other correspondence with the entry. Entry signifies acceptance of these rules. 13 A list of prize winners
can be obtained by writing, enclosing an SAE, to Prize winners, Sudoku 169, Puzzler Media Ltd, Stonecroft, 69 Station Road, Redhill, Surrey, RH1
1EY, 28 days after the closing date. 14 Promoter: Puzzler Media Ltd, Stonecroft, 69 Station Road, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 1EY.

CONTACT DETAILS: GENERAL By phone: 01737 378700; By email: enquiries@puzzlermedia.com EDITORIAL By post: Sudoku, Puzzler Media,
69 Station Road, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 1EY; By email: puzzlersudoku@puzzlermedia.com; By phone: 01737 378725; Website: www.puzzler.
com COMPETITIONS shameem.begg@puzzlermedia.com; phone 01737 378720 SUBSCRIPTIONS By email: customerservices@puzzler.com;
By phone: 0800 904 7018 (08:00-18:00 Mon-Fri, 09:00-17:00 Sat); Overseas: +44(0) 1382 575533 SYNDICATION business@puzzlermedia.
com ADVERTISING Lauren Slade: Islade@dcthomson.co.uk UK DISTRIBUTION Marketforce, 5 Churchill Place, Canary Wharf, London, E14
oHU; Tel: +44(0)20 3787 9001; Web: www.marketforce.co.uk EXPORT DISTRIBUTION (excluding AU and NZ) Seymour Distribution Ltd, 2 East
Poultry Avenue, London, EC1A 9PT; Tel No: +44 (0)20 7429 4000; Email: info@seymour.co.uk; Web: www.seymour.co.uk EDITOR Ariane Blok
CONTRIBUTORS Nonzero, Trevor Truran & Nikoli. Printed in the EU. © Puzzler Media Ltd 2017. No part of this magazine may be reproduced in any
form without the written consent of the publishers. ISSN 1746-8183
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ﬁ'he perfect C. gift!

SAVE 15% when you treat family, friends, or yourself to a year of
puzzling fun with a subscription to one of these fantastic puzzle magazines.
Your gift will remain a surprise with the first issue sent in the new year.

i 8% 1047 2 o o

- Cﬂllectmn

AN, _,_H;L! chswr HOLIDAY TO
W I j BADUS

OVER °

100

PUZILES ' |

f e

£2525

in ﬂ‘ﬂSH Fﬂl'f E 5

H
5 Ol 4
T NN
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WIN £1000 IN CASH |

PLUS: Golaxiez,
| MinuPlu and
| Killer Uncoged!

CLASSIC SUDODKU AND
ORIGINAL BRAINTEASERS

LEE S B Col B B B RN R el S e R e R
B S BN EE=dEF I EEE S = T

| oD YOU HAVE THE KFLI

15% OFF
13 issues: £33.007,

WITH GLEST PULEILE ENDIEW ER INSTINCT?

15% OFF
13 ISSues: £32.53*

3 0800 904 7018 & www.puzzler.com

Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm & Sat: 9am-5pm « Overseas: +44(0)1382 575533 « Please quote promotion code: XMASAD17

150/0 OFF
14 I1ssues: £35.50

COMPLETE THIS FORM AND SEND TO: Puzzler Media, PO Box 835, Haywards Heath, RH16 9NP

Your details

Gift recipient’s details (if applicable)

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (please delete as appropriate) Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (please delete as appropriate)
First Name Surname First Name Surname
Address Address

Postcode
Telephone Mobile
Emaill Postcode

Promotion code: XMASAD17

Payment details

Please send: Puzzler Collection j Puzzler Killer Sudoku
[ | enclose a cheque/PO made payable to Puzzler Media Ltd.

Or Please debit my MasterCard/Visa/Maestro:

Card no. I:I u

*UK rates: Puzzler Sudoku 13 issues £32.53 (normally £38.27). Puzzler
Collection 14 issues £35.90 (normally £41.77). Puzzler Killer Sudoku

Puzzler Sudoku

mastercard. maestro

VISA

Valid from Expires Issue no. (Maestro only)

Puzzler Media Ltd may wish to contact you from time to time with special offers and
promotions. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such offers by:

13 issues £33.00 (normally £38.87). Overseas rates are available on Post Telephone L | Email [IFree SMS.

request. subscriptions will start with the first available issue in 2018 other, carefully selected companies may like to contact you occasionally with offers

unless requested otherwise. UK calls from all consumer landlines and 3,4 nromotions.

mobile phones are free of charge. Offer closes: December 31, 2017. Please tick here if you DO NOT wish to receive such offers by: L_|Post L_| Telephone.
Please tick here if you ARE HAPPY to receive such offers by: Email [_] Free SMS.

Puzzler

PASSIONATE ABOUT PUZZLES



