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THE AIM OF THE BOOK

The Forefront: Achieving Academic Success in Speaking is designed to equip learners with the fools and

techniques necessary to excel in academic spoken discourse, with a particular focus on enhancing both
discussion and presentation skills.

Adopting a thematic approach, each module integrates carefully selected reading and listening materials
that serve as a springboard for speaking tasks. These texts cover a range of current and thought-
orovoking topics, encouraging critical thinking and stimulating meaningful academic discussions.

The book aims to develop learners’ skills and confidence in academic communication through a wide
variety of inputs, tasks, and activities. It emphasizes the ability to participate in discussions by presenting
arguments, supporting ideas with evidence, and responding to differing viewpoints. In parallel, it
prepares students fo deliver effective presentations across diverse academic contexts and purposes.

As learners progress, they build a solid foundation in organizing and expressing their ideas clearly
while learning to adapt their language, tone, and delivery sfyle according to the content, purpose,

and audience. Key concepts are explained with clarity and supported by illustrative examples, while
oractical tasks reinforce learning and foster skill development.

To further enhance the learning experience, the book includes sample excerpts, useful language tables,

and targeted tips. These elements provide comprehensive guidance failored to academic contexs,
helping learners become confident, arficulate, and purposeful academic speakers.
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BUILDING CONFIDENCE IN PUBLIC SPEAKING

Lead-in

Have you ever felt your heart race before speaking in front of others? Maybe your hands tremble, your mind
goes blank, or you just wish someone else could take your place. If so, you are not alone. Many people, even
the most confident-sounding ones, have experienced the fear of public speaking.

In this module, we will take a step-by-step approach to understanding that fear, reflecting on our own
experiences, and most importantly, building strategies to feel more confident and in control. It is not about
becoming perfect, it is about becoming more comfortable.

B TASK 1: Off-the-Cuft Speaking

Pick a random question/prompt from the list provided by your instructor. Without any preparation, stand up
and talk to your group mates about your question/prompt for at least 30 seconds. Observe the behavior of
your friends as they do the same. Then, after everyone has spoken, reflect on your personal experiences with
public speaking and discuss in your groups:

e How did you feel during your speech?

e What challenges did you face (e.g. thinking quickly, structuring ideas, managing stress)?
e What strengths did you notice in yourself and others (confidence, humor, clarity)?

e Tell each group mate one thing you admired in their speech.

E'\/ TASK 2: How Comfortable Are You with Public Speaking?

Read the following questions and answer them individually. There are no right or wrong answers; the goal is
to understand your relationship with public speaking better.

1. How do you feel when asked to speak in front of a group?
a. Excited and confident

b. Nervous, but | can manage.
c. Very anxious; | try fo avoid it if possible.
d. | would do anything to avoid it.

2. What physical symptoms do you experience when speaking publicly?

a. None; | feel fine.

b. Slight nervousness (e.g., shaky hands, faster heartbeat).

c. Noticeable discomfort (e.g., sweating, trembling, stomach butterflies).
d. Exireme symptoms (e.g., inability to focus, panic attack).

3. Do you prepare differently for public speaking compared to other tasks?

a. No, | approach it like any other task.

b. Yes, | spend more time preparing to feel confident.

c. | overprepare and still feel nervous.

d. | avoid preparation because it makes me more anxious.

[ UG ——
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4. How often do you take opportunities to speak publicly such as answering questions in class or
speaking during group discussions?

a. As often as possible; | enjoy it.

b. Occasionally; | take opportunities that inferest me.
c. Rarely; | only do it when necessary.

d. Never; | actively avoid it.

5. How do you perceive feedback on your speaking skills?

a. As an opportunity fo improve.

b. Useful but sometimes uncomfortable.
c. Embarrassing and discouraging.

d. Terrifying; | avoid it altogether.

Your responses offer insights into your speaking habits. Now, take a closer look at what might be behind those
feelings, specifically a common fear known as glossophobia.

R " - oot 1 phi AR Lo s Tl
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“Confidence is not ‘they will like me.” Confidence is ‘I 'l be fine if they don’t.””
Keith Blakemore-Noble




What is Glossophobia?

Glossophobia, commonly referred to as the fear of public speaking, is one of the most prevalent social anxieties , r
worldwide. The term originates from the Greek words glossa (tongue) and phobos (fear), describing the infense o
discomfort or anxiely experienced when speaking in front of an audience.

This fear can affect anyone, regardless of experience or skill level, and often manifests in physical symptoms
le.g., shaking, sweating, talking too fast, stuttering, efc.), behavioral responses (e.g., avoiding eye contact,
memorization, reluctance), and cognitive barriers e.g., fear of judgment or failure).

Why Does It Matter?

In today’s academic and professional environments, effective communication is a cornerstone of success.
Glossophobia can stop individuals from fully participating in opportunities such as:

® presenting ideas during group discussions or meefings,

* performing well in inferviews or oral examinations,
® sharing insights and building networks in professional seffings.

Therefore, understanding and addressing this fear is essential for personal growth, confidence, and success.

E./ TASK 3: Nervous No More

Think about a situation where you felt nervous about speaking. What was the context? How did you feel? How

did you cope with the situation? Then, fill out the table below to reflect on your experience in more detail. One
common frigger is given as an example.

1 How | Can Address It

Example: Large audiences Fear of judgement Practice in front of smaller groups
first




How Can We Overcome It?

Below are some practical fips to manage glossophobia. These strategies will help you feel more confident and
in control the next time you speak.

1. Recognizing Triggers:
e |dentify what causes your anxiety (e.g., large audiences, unfamiliar topics) and share these friggers
with an instructor or mentor fo get help.

e Embrace your mistakes and use the power of reframing by changing your thoughts info more posifive
or neutral ones (e.g., instead of “My English is bad. “— | have mistakes, but I'll improve.”)

2. Developing Strategies:
Before the speech:
* Prepare effective notecards.
* Rehearse: Speak in front of a mirror or record yourself.

During the speech:
e Shift your focus from what your audience would think about you to your message.
e Adopt techniques like controlled breathing, and use the power of pausing.

After the speech:

o Build confidence through repeated exposure to speaking opportunities in a supportive environment.
Remember, practice increases familiarity and reduces anxiety.




WHEN WORDS SPEAK, WHEN THEY WRITE
WRITTEN VS. SPOKEN DISCOURSE

To communicate effectively, especially in presentations, it is crucial to understand the difference between

written and spoken discourse. Each form has its own requirements, and adapting the language and delivery
to suit the context is the key. Written discourse may often require more complex sentence structures, which are
often harder to deliver naturally. Spoken discourse, on the other hand, is simpler, more conversational, and

designed for direct engagement with the audience.

When speakers rely too heavily on reading from a script, they risk sounding sfiff and unnatural because they
are frying to deliver language that was not meant o be spoken fluently. Presentations, by nature, should be
dynamic, flexible, and engaging, but those qualifies are lost when speakers stick to the rigid, formal structure

of written text.

By knowing the difference between these two forms of communication, speakers can adapt their message fo the
audience and the purpose. This understanding helps them choose the right tone, style, and approach, making
their communication clearer and more impactful

Below is the comparison of the features of written and spoken discourse, which will help you adapt your style
to spoken format:

Written Discourse Spoken Discourse
o Longer sentences e Shorter sentences
e More complex structures relative clauses, o Less complex structures (simpler & compound
coniuncﬁans, efc.) senfences)
e More formal, distant language (passive voice, full ¢ More informal, direct language (active voice,
structures, no contractions, efc.) contractions, personal pronouns, etc.)
e More technical & sophisticated words ¢ More familiar, non-technical words ol
o Repetition & rephrasing less desirable * Repetition, rephrasing & emphasis necessary
e Punctuation important * Pausing important i
o Rhetorical questions avoided ¢ Rhetorical questions more common

e Transitions to achieve coherence * Transitions & signposts fo achieve coherence
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Written Version

One might assume that the lively pursuit of
happiness and the insatiable state of mind are
our main sources of motivation, but whether it

is a sustainable effort without proper direction

is highly questionable, as is the concept of
happiness itself on so many different levels. From
the philosophical perspective, two variations
would help clarify what to expect when one says
“I am happy.”; eudaimonic and hedonistic. As
Aristotle viewed it, eudemonia is an activity of
logic whose aim is fo pursue what is worthwhile
in life (Moore, 2019). Thus, the eudaimonic
perspective focuses more on finding the purpose
of and the meaning in life, while the hedonistic
one gets its motivation from pursuing pleasure
and avoiding pain. This avoidance is justifiable
when it comes to the desire to enjoy refined
pleasures such as collecting rare vinyl records,
doing lkebana, or attending wine-tasting events
to simple ones like drinking good coffee, walking
in the rain, or reading a Jane Austen novel by the
fireplace. After all, we all have one life to live fo

the fullest.

O

TASK 1: Below is an excerpt written on the perception of happiness. Identify the key Featurgs that are
specific to written discourse. Then, underline their corresponding structures in the spoken version.

Spoken Version

You know, when we think about happiness, it
seems like a lively pursuit, right? I's something
that excites us, but is it really sustainable without
a clear sense of direction? And, the idea of
happiness itself is problematic on so many

levels. Philosophers have been debating it for
centuries, and there are two main ways they’ve
tried fo explain what we mean when we say, “I'm
happy.” These two ways are the eudaimonic and
the hedonistic perspectives. Now, eudaimonic
might sound a bit like “demonic,” buf actually,
it's not! Aristotle described it as the pursuit of
what's worthwhile in life. So, it's all about finding
ourpose and meaning. On the other hand, the
hedonistic perspective is more about chasing
pleasure and avoiding pain. This seems quite
appealing, as most of us seek to avoid pain and
enjoy life, whether through refined pleasures like
collecting rare vinyl records, practicing lkebana,
or going to wine fastings. Or maybe it's the
simpler things that make you happy like drinking
a great cup of coffee, walking in the rain, or
curling up by the fireplace with a Jane Austen
novel. After all, as the saying goes, you only live
once!
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_ Dr. Naomi B. Orestes
y @naoml.oresles i

AnoymousRex @anonrex - Jun 1

You sclentists never agree on anything. The cliimate (s fine, stop
panicking
everyone.

e

5
While the majority of climate scientists agree on
human impact on climate, there are still challenges |
i jecti - 0 :Sel
in projecting long-term reg nal changes. Science ! O M O £
D

evolves as we gather more data.
JerSmalls @smallsdlife - Jun 1 -

" This is just bedtime story for kids. You know nothing about

|

1 12:00 PM - Jun 1, 2021

'H science. Climate changes 4 times a year. autumn winter spring
and summer. thats all.

|
: |
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3 5K Retweels 857K Quote Tweels  52.4M Likes

1. What is the fone and purpose of the original post? Do you think the owner of the account is humble,
assertive, or arrogant?

2. Do you think the commenters are humble, assertive, aggressive, or arrogant? Explain why you think so.

3. What can you infer about the commenters’ level of knowledge about climate change based on their crifiques
of the post?

4 How does the tone of the comments affect their persuasiveness?

E./ TASK 2: Discuss the questions below:

1. Can you think of examples of situations, areas, or olatforms where individuals with little knowledge or

expertise are the most vocal or assertive? Discuss possible reasons why this happens. What psychological
or social factors do you think contribute fo this behavior?

2 What does the following famous quote from Socrates mean to you? How do you relate it to knowledge and
humility?

" know that I'm intelligent because all | know is that | know nothing.”
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2. Read the quote below. Which person (the simpleton/a good student/a wise teacher) mentioned in Ih‘@ i |
seems fo be an example of such a case? Explain why. B

“All you need in this life is ignorance and confidence; and then success is sure.” - Mark Twain =~~~

3. The video states that “the more one increases their knowledge, the lower their confidence becomes”. Do
you agree with this statement? Explain why/why not.

4. Reﬂechng on the video, can you think of a time when you mlght have experlenced the Dunning-Kruger
effect? How did it affect your judgment or actions?

READING

3 @ PRE-READING

E,/ TASK 1: Lead-in

1. How do you think our emotions and personal values shape our perception and influence the
information we choose to accept or ignore?

2. Can you identify certain topics or issues that are often swept under the rug or avoided in society?
What might be the reasons why these subjects are often considered difficult or uncomfortable fo talk

about?
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Strategic Approaches to Ignorance
by Sinem Bir & Ali Caner Alkan
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As Mark Twain once said, “A lie can travel halfway around the world while the truth is putting on ifs
shoes.” Or was it Terry Pratchett? Or Einstein ? How about Winston Churchill? If not, Rumi maybe?
Well, should it really matter who said what as long as it is out there?
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1 With the rise of digital technologies, ignorance has emerged as an unexpected £ g Ry
 the phrase “the

by-product of information abundance. While we often assume that greater
access to information leads to greater knowledge, this is not always the case.
Access alone does not ensure that individuals can interpret, evaluate, or apply
the information effectively. In fact, the way information is presented, filtered,
or even withheld can deeply shape what we believe to be true. This reveals
that ignorance is no longer just a passive state of not knowing, it can be

actively produced and strategically maintained. This raises a critical question:
What do we truly know, and just as importantly, what are we being kept from
knowing?

2 Greyson (2019) addresses this question directly, pointing out that the
.t rmation we are denied is often a result of deliberate efforts. The purpose

behind this is fo shape public perception, keep them in the dark, maintain by "deﬂnsing" L.
ignorance, and spread misleading or incomplete knowledge. A clear example  procedure” and why
of this can be seen in the denial or altering of historical events and facts, like  do the authors define

au
genocides and war crimes, where governments use political motives to carry | it as siralegic?
out a strategic “cleansing procedure”. This entails removing cerfain events ==
from public discussion and creating a collective sto that aligns with their agenda.
3 Another way of how informafion is hidden and ignorance is encouraged is the denial of scientific

facts, both institutionally and personally. On the insfitutional level, research may be downplayed or
ignored when it conflicts with common beliefs or economic interests. A key example here is the case
of the U.S. opioid' crisis, where a pharmaceutical company aggressively marketed o painkiller as
less addictive than it actually was, misleading the public with false claims, manipulating research
and hiding risks. This strategy, which included sponsoring events and targeting docors through

passive state of not

knowing” suggest
about our traditional

1. opioids are a class of drugs used to reduce pain (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2023).
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financial incentives and promotional efforts,
overdose deaths, and thus, major liability issy

health system (C}:IGW, 2019). On the personal level people may justify or
normalize behaviors and contradictions, [ike loving animals as pets while

confinuing to consume meat and dairy products, despite the well-known  Values and behaviors
facts about tactory farming and animal welfare. Wielend (2016) calls this  reveal about willful
deliberate avoidance and dismissal of information willful ignorance, where ~ Ignorance? Can

people ignore uncomtortable information when it conflicts with their beliefs  you think of similar
or choices. If they do not filter out such information, they . examples fromideiii
cognitive dissonance—the mental discomfort caused by ho life? ok

beliefs—which makes willful ignorance a comforting and
escape (Borah et al., 2020).

led fo widespread addiction,
es for the government and the

may experience
lding conflicting
seemingly logical

4 One example of cognitive dissonance can be seen in how individuals respond fo companies that
promote green products but do not fully adhere to sustainable practices. A person who trusts

and supports a brand may later learn about the company’s unsustainable actions. This creates a
contradiction between their belief in the brand’s eco-friendly image and

the reality of its behavior. To deal with this dissonance, they might ignore _ Ve
the negative information fo justify their support for the brand and to protect = ] ﬁ-.h -
their mental well-being, because willful ignorance gives them psychological peOp.i El: Fsuell =%
comfort and simplFiat_:irly_._lt becomes a pmcmmﬁmd Lir::::ure ;ven rvhen
Tesistance fo harmtul information (Proctor, 2008). In this sense, the ignorance T

is not viewed as negligence, but rather as an acceptable stance that protects o a4y o
one's sense of integrity. By choosing not to engage with distressing truths,
individuals may feel they are preserving their values or emotional balance.
Similarly, patients with chronic diseases might choose not to learn about the prognosis or possible
complications. This choice fo stay relatively ignorant helps them keep hope and optimism alive so
they can focus on healing instead of being overwhelmed by a deluge of information. This way, they

can “preserve the wishful affitude- which consists of a more or less blissful unawareness” (Arfini &
Magnani, p. 4).
+

5 At another level, willful ignorance can actually be a key factor in progress, and it can paradoxically
help science and creativity grow. Imagine a group of scientists studying a complex, not well-understood
natural phenomenon. They have the existing knowledge in the field, but this knowledge might be based
on certain ideas or assumptions that limit their thinking. Not having these
oreconceived ideas allows them to look at the problem from a fresh angle FEERA T o
and ask different questions. This choice to challenge the usual ideas inspires o L L
scientists and creative people to go beyond current knowledge and explore S ocon ol ing
new areas for innovation and research. For example, Galileo supportea
the heliocentric (sun-centered) model of the solar system and questioned
Aristotle’s idea that the Earth is still, with the Sun and planets moving around

it (Riebeek 2009). Instead of following the dominant beliefs of his time, Galileo focused on evidence

from his telescopic observations, and his willful ignorance led fo major breakthroughs in astronomy
and physics. In this case, ignorance does not mean a lack of knowledge but is actually a motivator
for progress and a chance to discover new ideas and develop different methods that challenge the

current scientific beliefs.




4 E’é

6 In essence, what we do not know not only pushes us torward but also reminds 6. Considering

us that the boundaries of human knowledge are always growing, invifing us the gist of this
to keep exploring and learning. Ulfimately, having knowledge—or not having paragraph, why

it—is the key fo continuous progress. As expressed in the orofound insights s the relationship
of Lady Gaga: “The more you know, the more you realize you do not know.”  befween ignorance
Or was it Aristotle? ~and science

- paradoxical ¢

i, St
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SPEAKING

In this part of the mod‘u|e, you will focus on developing key micro-skills that will be essential for the speaking
output af the end of this m.oclule. These skills will help you express your ideas clearly, structure your responses
effectively, and engage with your audience confidently, setfing a strong foundation for the speaking output at

the end of the module.

Managing the Discussion

1. Maintaining clarity: Articulating ideas clearly and concisely ensures everyone understands the key points.
This prevents confusion, enhances understanding, and keeps the discussion focused and engaging.

During a discussion, you can maintain clarity by using the following expressions:

a. Asking for clarification

Did you say that. ..
Are you saying that...? /So you're saying that. . .
Do you mean that. ..? /What did you mean by...?

| don't get it. Could you dlarify. . .?

'm not sure I'm clear about what you mean by that.

What exactly do you mean (by saying that....)?
Could you be more specific/explicit?

Let me see if | understood you correctly. You are
saying. ..

Correct me if I'm wrong, but you're saying that. ..
Would | be correct in assuming that you think...?
| just want to confirm something here. Do you
mean. ../

b. Providing darification

Exactly/Absolutely/That’s right.

What | mean is that. ..

What I'm trying to say is. ...

In other words,/l mean...

Let me explain.

To make myself clear, ...

Just to darify. ...

That’s not exactly what | meant.
Perhaps | can make it clearer by. ..

Not really, let me put it another way.
Not exactly. Basically, what I'm trying to say is. . .
'm afraid there is a misunderstanding.




2. Building on others’ ideas: Adding on to someone else’s point and elaborating on it keeps the discussion

moving smoothly and prevents stagnation. This encourages deeper insights and creates a more dynamic and
engaging conversation.

During a discussion, you can foster a collaborative environment by using the following expressions:

‘a. Making immediate additions to comments b. Referring back to previously made comments

To build on that idea. ../ Building on that idea. .. As X mentioned earlier about. ..

Adding to what you said... To add to X's point about. ..

Let me quickly add to that point. As X said earlier. ...

That's a good point, and | think we can expand on it Speaking of biases. ..

by... Coming back to X's point. ..

| can add to that (by saying)... d like to build on what X just said about. ..

Let me expand on that idea with an example. What X said reminds me of/makes me think of ...
'd like to connect X's point to. ..
Taking X's point a step further, we could consider. ..
If we look deeper into what X said about. ..

3. Interrupting meaningfully: Thoughtfully stepping into the conversation at the right moment with courtesy

ensures that key points are highlighted or clarified. This generates a more natural flow where individual
contributions and collecfive engagement are encouraged.

During a discussion, you may feel the need o inferrupt or keep your turn by using the following expressions:

a. Interrupting b. Keeping your turn
Can | say something here? | have (only) one more point.
Excuse me but I'm going to stop you there. | just want to finish.
Excuse me for interrupting, but. .. 'm just about to finish.
Hold on a second. Let me finish my point.
Let me jump in here. One more second.
Sorry to cutin. If | may finish my thought. ...
If | could just jump in for a moment... Let me just complete/finish what | was saying.
Sony_tn cut you off, but | think it's important to Can | just wrap up this point first?
mention... If | could just complete my sentence. ..
'll just step in here for a second. ..

-l'- 2 A



4. Steering the conversation effectively: Keeping the discussion on track by redirecting it if it goes off-fopic

| is crucial. This ensures that time is used efficiently, allowing the group to achieve its goals and maintain
{ productive flow of ideas.

% During a discussion, you may feel the need to steer the conversation by using the following expressions:

E a. Refocusing the conversation . b. Changing the direction

: (when the discussion goes off topic) (when it is time to move on to a new aspect)

E Let's get back to what we were talking about. We have talked about. . ., what about the theme of...

E That’s an interesting point, but let’s bring it back to the Let’s move forward with another point.

. main topic. Maybe we should go on to the next point.

Can we dirde back to [specificidea or question]?

Let’s not lose sight of our main goal, which is to

; discuss [topic].

' You've brought up a good side point, but for now, let’s
i stick to [main topid].

'd like to steer us back to the main agenda, which is
[topic].

We seem to be going off track—Iet’s get back to
[main topic].




reflect reality or are they purely sub
of each underlined expression,
studied above. The first one is

lllllllllll

depend on the context? for example, during political debafes,
ased. on their beliefs. That suggests perception is more subjective

Bella: Let Me just complete what | was saylng. I g
Alex: Sorry. Go ahead. | Ii

Pella: AUL right, so... When we share and. compare our perceplions, we can get closer o understanding reality.

Dana: | don't think it’s that simple. Even with communication. people often stick to their inferprefafions
because of emotional attachments. |

Chris: | see your point, Dana. Emotions can definitely cloud judgment. But, Bella, earlier you mentloned !
biases. Do you mean that we should always question our perceptions and not trust them at all?

Bella: Not exactly, basically, what I trying to say is that we should be aware of our biases and be opento 1
other perspectives. | think we need to recognize our biases and stay open to other perspectives. That way, we. | f 3
can reduce distortions in how we see things.
Alex: That makes sense. Speaking of blases, have you ever noticed how certain culfures view time completely | |
differently? for instance, some cultures are very punctual, while others take a more flexible approach to tive. |
IU's interesting how our perceptions of tiMe can vary so Much across different societies. There is also differences
n daylight time savings. | believe this also affects people’s psychological wellbeing.

Chris: True, Alex. But let’s bring this back to the broader idea of perception.

Dana: And maybe we should go on to the next point. Another aspect of perception that’s iportant is how our
environment can influence the way we percelve things, wouldn't you agree?
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Putting It Altogether

In this part of the module, you will be working on a speaking task. In the task, you will be expected to synthesize

the information that you have covered in the listening and reading sections of the module; therefore, it is
important to have a solid understanding of the following concepts:

-~ Intellectual Humility

~ Fixed and Growth Mindset

- Willful Ignorance
Virtuous Not Knowing
Plissful Unawareness

Cogitive Dissonanee
Promotion of Ignorance




ARE&I DISCUSSIONS

1. Introduction to ARE&l Discussions

ARE&( Discussions are an extension of Socratic Seminars, which foster collaboration and exploration through
dialogue. ARE&I Discussions go beyond quesfioning and challenging ideas by constructing strong arguments,
defending grounds, and refuting opponents’ approaches in an academic manner. These dis?ussions require
both preparation and spontaneity, ensuring parficipants are well-versed in the topic and can think on their feet.

In an ARE&! discussion, participants are divided info two opposing groups, representing different sides of
the argument. Each side shares their viewpoints and supports their claims with evidence and reasoning while
simultaneously attempting to undermine or discredit the opposing side’s arguments. The dynamic of an ARE&
discussion is both collaborative and competitive, as participants work together to present their arguments while

challenging opposing views. This process aims fo develop critical thinking, effective communication, empathy,
and the ability fo engage in consiructive Interaction.

2. Constructing an Argument

An argument is a claim strengthened by carefully evaluated evidence, and it also addresses the counter-
arguments. In an ARE& discussion, arguments presented often include the four elements given below:

e —

'! r_:.Ii-!ll_ _Ir-l.

r;’*( ertion: the statement of the claim
W e * "
A _i-r- K

* Reasoning: the reason(s) to support the position
Evidence: fact(s) or example(s) fo prove the assertion

- Impact: explanation of why the assertion is crucial and why it matters
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.Belnw lsda su.mpl‘e lc:kr,gﬁme:nl in support of the following assertion: “Video games can actually contribute fo
increased anfisocial behavior in teenagers.” Study how the sample argument is constructed.

-\ﬁdeo games can actually contribute to increased antisocial behavior
In teenagers. First of all, the immersive nature of these games often
pulls players into complex virtual worlds where they interact with
others online. This can create g preterence for virtual communication
over real-life socializing. In fact as teenagers spend more fime in l Reasoning
these gaming environments, they might prioritize online friendships
and conversations on gaming platforms. Instead of engaging in face-
to-face interactions, they tend to ignore reality and turn fowards
their virtual environment. Studies have shown a clear link between
excessive gaming and social withdrawal in teenagers. For example,
a 2022 study from the Journal of Youth and Adolescence found that
teens who spent long hours gaming experienced fewer in-person
interactions, which led to more isolation and a decline in their
social skills. Additionally, research published by Anderson and Dill
in Psychological Bulletin back in 2000 highlights another important
issue: violent video games. Their study found that playing these
games desensitizes players to real-life social inferactions, increasing
aggression and decreasing empathy. As a result, these findings show
_ that the more teenagers engage with violent games, the more likely
b they are fo struggle with developing important social skills. Ultimately,
| this could have long-term consequences for their social development
and mental health.

Evidence

Impact

® .,
embet:

0
®
3

| 1t may not be necessary to include Evidence and Impact elements in every
cloim because of the following reasons:

| a. in the natural flow of a discussion, it is also possible to present reasonable
| ideas without the need to Fmvide_ concrete evidence for each one.

b, the E.mFacE: miqght al.reaclj be i.mFLie.d or integrated into the reasoning,
| making it unnecessary to restate.
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TASK 1: Study the arguments below claiming that “fast fashion is beneficial both for individu’éf‘: o
sociely” and comment on the effectiveness of the ARE&I Discussion components (asserfion, reasoning,
evidence, and impact). E:

. -r'|'
e ! =
o W e S "'.‘

- ES
! I sl
i e
i - ‘Il
At -
r.
§ [
» ol LS
II.
L

(Fast fashion refers to the rapid production of inexpensive clothing that imitates current trends, allowing
consumers to quickly and affordably update their wardrobes, often at the cost of environmental and

ethical concerns.) ‘

Arguments Effectiveness of ARE& Comp;-naiﬁ :'?-:"

| think fast fashion is great because it democratizes fashion for
everyone. It allows people from all economic backgrounds to access
trendy, stylish clothes without breaking the bank. For example,
according to a TED Talk by Elizabeth Cline, fast fashion enables
individuals to experiment with their style and stay up-to-date with
the latest trends without significant financial investment.

Fast fashion companies are starfing o implement more sustainable
practices due to environmental concerns. Brands like H&M and

Zara have launched eco-friendly lines and recycling programs.
Additionally, fast fashion can be a stepping stone for economic
development in poorer countries by providing jobs. An article

from The Journal of Economic Geography explains that the textile
industry is a significant source of employment in developing nations,

helping to lift people out of poverty.

I's a major driver of economic growth, providing numerous jobs,
especially in developing countries. Putting sustainability and ethical
labor concerns aside, it provides jobs to many people who might
otherwise struggle to find work. While workers in these regions
often face challenges such as poor working conditions, low wages,
and limited job security, the fast fashion indusiry offers them a
higher standard of living and a way to support their families.
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8 TASK 2: Analyze the improved version of the arguments above. Identify how the arguments have ben

enhanced, and write the improvements in the blanks below. oo

Ve

| think fast fashion is favorable because it democratizes fashion. It allows people from ol ,..

0’0 economic backgrounds fo access trendy and siylish clothes without breaking the bank. Ths ~

accessibility is crucial in a world where fashion is offen a form of self-expression and idenfiy.

In her TED Talk, “The High Cost of Our Cheap Fashion,” fashion advocate and author Elizobéh 5.
Cline states that fast fashion enables individuals to experiment with their style and stay upo &
date with the latest trends without signiﬁcunt financial investment. This means that fashion is @ f 1
longer just for the wealthy; it's available to everyone, promoting inclusivity and allowing @ wids
array of people fo express themselves creatively through clothing choices. Moreover, fast foshit e
provides a practical solution for those who cannot afford high-end designer cloﬂ-.asi:ut shll worl ﬁ_ i -
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Argument 2

@;‘3

Argument 3

re::uﬁ::;?::?li Bydn;?kmg_ current t_rends available at lower prices, fast fashion supports

exchange that fash; and diversity in FC!SI'IIOI’], enabling more people to participate in the cultural

style, fast fashi s mpresents..Uh.mjmely, by bridging the gap between affordability and
, 1ast fashion empowers more individuals to fake part in modern fashion frends.

Fast Ft._:zshlon_compunies are starting to address these environmental concerns such as chemical
po"uht:fn, microplastic pollution, and textile waste with sustainable practices. This means they
recognize that their long-term success depends on adapting to the growing demand for eco-
Frlfancfll?f products. As consumers become more environmentally conscious, brands that fail to
prioritize sustainability risk losing market share and facing public criticism. To remain competifive
and relevant, these companies are taking significant steps fo reduce their environmental impact.
For example, H&M's Conscious Collection uses organic cotton and recycled polyester, aiming
for 100% sustainable materials by 2030. They also run a garment collwwwecting initiative to
promote recycling and reduce textile waste. Similarly, Zara’s Join Life collection utilizes eco-
friendly fabrics like organic cotton and recycled wool, intending to use 100% sustainable fabrics
by 2025. They also offer in-store recycling bins for customers. These efforts show that fast fashion
brands are moving towards sustainability, and consumer demand for eco-friendly options can
drive further positive changes in the industry.

Fast fashion is undoubtedly a major driver of economic growth. It provides numerous jobs,
particularly in developing countries. The sector’s ability to generate employment is crucial in
regions where formal job opportunities are scarce; that's why we can say that it offers a lifeline
to many people who might otherwise struggle to make a living. According to the International
Labour Organization, as of 2021, the global textile and garment industry employed around
75 million people, many of whom are in low-income nations. This huge number highlights the
industry’s role in lifting millions out of poverty. Additionally, a 2023 article from The World Bank
Group underlines the importance of the textile sector in contributing to economic stability in these
regions. By offering low-skill jobs with relatively quick hiring processes, the industry empowers
individuals and families. It also fosters economic resilience and community development. This
iob creation not only improves individual livelihoods but also stimulates local economies through

increased consumer spending and investment.




2.1. Analyzing Arguments from Different Perspectives

When supporting your arguments, you can analyze the assertion considering different persp'ecﬁV&;q'f
such as psychological, social, environmental, economic, political, legal, efc. This way, your

e

arguments will be stronger and more comprehensive. e

Below are some example arguments that highlight various perspectives from both for and against sides for the
asserfion “There is no need for a government agency 1o requlate TV broadcasts.” '

’l&t me explain my point here. Television viewers are expected to have the psychological
capacity—by that, | mean the maturity and cognitive ability—to make informed choices about the

content they consume. From a psychological standpoint, it's more important to promote critical thinking
and self-regulation rather than relying on government restrictions. | believe that instead of externdl
regulation, we should focus on media literacy education. This would help viewers better understand and
critically evaluate TV shows and their potential osychological effects. Ultimately, this approach not only
respects personal autonomy but also encourages the development of responsible viewing habits and
thus contributes to the psychological well-being of the viewers.

ﬂOne key point to consider here is that TV shows, especially those with high production
values, can have a significant impact on the environment. For example, they can lead to high energy
consumption and create substantial waste. | believe that government regulation is necessary here fo
tackle these environmental concerns by sefting standards that promote sustainability in production
processes. Moreover, by raising awareness of global environmental issues through regulated content,

we can also encourage viewers fo adopt more eco-friendly habits. In this way, regulation serves not only
the industry but also the greater good by promoting environmental responsibility.

mﬁrst of all we should make it clear that government regulation of TV broadcasts may not be
necessary because current laws already provide a strong structure to deal with harmful or illegal

content. What | mean is that people can freely seek legal action if their rights are violated. Instead of
creating a new government agency for TV regulation, we should rely on these laws to hold broadcasters
accountable. This approach respects the balance between free speech and legal responsibility so that
<ontent creators will follow the law without added government control.

RS ot me start by saying that TV shows operate within a competitive entertainment industry, and
Ve the market forces that naturally regulate what content succeeds. Viewers choose what to watch based
on their preferences, and when content is poor in quality or offensive, it usually tails in the markefplace.
| believe that adding government regulafion could restrict creativity and innovation in the industry. The
oroblem is that unnecessary bureaucratic constraints would limit creators and slow down economic

growth in the television sector. In the end, it's better to trust the market to determine what works rather
than imposing more regulations.

”Okw, so let me explain my point here. Society is incredibly diverse, with different tastes

values, and preferences about felevision content. What one group may find inappropriate could be
valued by another. Therefore, allowing the government to regulate TV shows risks imposing a one-
ize-fits-all standard, which doesn’t really reflect the rich cultural and social diversity of the population.
nstead, | believe self-regulation by broadcasters, combined with tools like parental controls and conten
ratings, offers a more balanced and flexible approach that respects these differences.

Ny 2



?Lﬁ me stan _b)’ saying that regulating TV shows is crucial for poinfing out social issues like
violence, discrimination, or harmful stereotypes. Government oversight can guarantee that TV content

does not threaten our societal values and ethical standards. This kind of regulation promotes social
responsibility and protects vulnerable audiences. By sefting clear guidelines and enforcing them, we
create a media environment that pushes for positive social change. Needless fo say, it also reduces
the risk of spreading negative influences, especially for children and teenagers. So, for these reasons,
government regulation is a must to build @ more responsible and socially conscious media environment.

2.2. Citing Sources in an ARE&tl Discussion

In an academic context, it is crucial to support arguments with reliable sources to ensure credibility.
This enhances the overall quality and persuasiveness of the discussion, forming a solid argument.

To do this, orally cite the sources that you refer to from your research properly. Decide whether you need to tell:

1. Only the surname or both the name and surname of the author: If the author is widely recognized and
their work is well-known in their field, you can refer to them by their surname only. This is because their
surname alone carries sufficient authority and recognition. If the author is known but not as immediately
recognizable to your audience, provide both their name and surname. This helps the audience identify and
trust the source more easily.

a. “As Smith argues...”
b. “According to Johnson's research...”

c. “According to Jane Smith...”
d. “Ruth Kernis suggests in his 2022 study...”

2. The credentials of the author (for lesser-known scholars/experts) or where the source is from: If the
author is not widely known, including their credentials such as their academic position, professional title, or
affiliation adds credibility to their work. It helps establish why their opinion or research should be trusted.

a. “Dr. Emily Johnson, a professor of epidemiology at Johns Hopkins University, stafes that...”
b. “Jane Smith, a leading researcher at the National Institute of Health, notes that....”

3. What type of a source it is (if the source type needs fo be emphasized): Mention the source type (e.g.,
iournal, book, report) if it is crucial for understanding the credibility or context of the information. This

is particularly important when the type of the source influences the perceived reliability or scope of the
information. In such a case, the surname of the author might be omitted.

a. “A recent arficle in The New England Journal of Medicine discusses...”
b. “According to a report from the World Health Organization dated 2023"

4. Or a combination of these: Sometimes, combining these elements provides the most clarity. This approach
s useful for establishing both the authority of the author and the credibility of the source.

a. “Dr. Emily Johnson, a professor of epidemiology af Johns Hopkins University, published her findings in

the American Journal of Public Health...”
b. “Ruth Kernis, a senior researcher at the National Institute of Mental Health, reports in a recent study...”

e Y
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2.3. Flawed Arguments

As with all academic writing and speaking tasks, arguments that include a |oqica|- fallacy
should be avoided in ARE& discussions. They will weaken your arguments, making it easier
for the other side to prove them wrong. For the same reason, you may want to pay attention

to whether the other side is committing logical fallacies so that you can refute their arguments.
Study the logical fallacies and their examples below:

When citing sources orally, you do not need to include every detail. Focus on : -
what suFForEs your Foual:—wke&ker it is the author, credentials, date, or Ed:le‘
Tailor your empkasi.s based own your purpose, and select the most relevant
mformation according Ly,

a. Ad Hominem: Attacking the person making the argument rather than addressing the argument itself.

The scientist’s research on climate change can’t be credible; she’s known to be a vegetarian, and we all
know how extreme they can be.

. Strawman: Distorting or exaggerating an opponent’s argument o make it easier to attack.

Opponent’s Argument: | believe stricter regulations are needed fo control emissions from factories and
profect the environment.

Strawman Argument: So you are against economic progress and want fo shut down all factories, leading
fo widespread unemployment.

. Appeal to Ignorance: Asserting that a proposition is frue because if has not been proven false or vice

versa.

No one can prove that fime travel is impossible, so it must be happening somewhere in the universe.

. Circular Reasoning: Restating the argument rather than providing evidence to support it.

We must follow the rules because the rules say we must follow them.

. Hasty Generalization: Drawing a conclusion based on a small sample size rather than a statistically

significant one.

I tried a dish from Indian cuisine, and | didnt like it. All Indian food must be terrible.

. Appeal to Authority: Supporting an argument by citing a supposed authority who lacks expertise of

whose credibility is not relevant fo the argument.

A famous actor endorsed this supplementary pill, so it must be the secret to muscle gain.

. Appeal to Emotion: Manipulating emotions to win an argument rather than using logical reasoning.

If we don't pass this law, think of all the poor puppies and kittens that will suffer.

Wilggamy ¢ 400



h. Sﬁppgry _S_|ope: Asserting that a relatively small first step will inevitably lead to a chain of related events
with significant consequences.

IF we al_lo_w p?ople fo use smartphones in the office, soon they’ll be watching movies all day, and
productivity will plummet.

E'/ TASK 3: Study the following statements and identify the mistakes in their reasoning. Match the statements

with the fallacies above:

1. Abor.'ﬁon should be banned. After all, many respected people, such as actor Tom Cruise has
publicly stated they are against it.

2. The Green Party cannot make a good government because they are all dirty, lazy hippies.
3. After being in |lzmir for a week, | can tell people living here are the happiest in the country.
4 John F. Kennedy is a good communicator because he speaks effectively.
5. You should not find the defendant guilty of murder, since it would break his poor mother’s heart
to see him sent to jail.
R 6. | don’t understand evolutionists. How can they say that my grandfather is an ape?
f 4. You know that scientists can’t prove that UFO’s do not visit the Earth, so it makes sense to believe
L in them.
B 8. Allowing the neighbors to feed strays here means that they’ll turn the apartment building info @

Zoo In no hme.

r 3. Deconstructing an Argument (Refutation)

In addition to constructing solid arguments, another important factor contributing fo your
persuasiveness is demonstrating the faults or insufficiencies of the other side’s arguments,
which is known as refutation. To refute an argument means to explain convincingly why
the opponent’s argument is flawed. It is a required element for both teams, regardless
of the side. Thus, it is critical for all participants to understand what refutation is and be
able to build and deliver a strong refutation during a discussion.

|
!
|
" Here are weak areas that can be refuted in the opponent’s case:
§ B Flaws in their approach: How do the opponents approach the case? Is their approach flawed? Do any
_ of the arguments presented include logical fallacies?
Example: The opponents argue that increasing the minimum wage will always lead to unemployment.

e Problem: This is a slippery slope fallacy, as it assumes one action will inevitably lead to a
drastic outcome without considering other factors like government regulations or local economic

conditions.
B Points insufficiently addressed or forgotten to be addressed: How does each member defend the
arguments? Do they address these sufficiently?
Example: The opponents mentioned tha renewable energy is foo expensive.

e Problem: They failed o address the fact that costs have decreased significantly over the past
decade, making renewable energy more affordable and viable.
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B Assumptions made in the arguments: Do the teams make any assumptions about their arguments? |f
yes, what are they? Are they logical or relevant?

Example: The opponents assume that all students learn better in smaller classrooms.

® Problem: They make such a claim without considering the quality of teaching or other factors like
individual learning styles, which weakens their argument.

Refutation Strategies

&?ﬁ Highlighting the flaws and false assumptions made by the opponent is critical fo strengthen your

- own arguments, and it improves the overall quality of discussions. Some strategies to do this are
w

W as follows:
a. Fuduﬁ"f'ﬁﬁlrue: Claiming that the argument lacks a solid factual basis and that what the speaker
~ confends is a personal interpretation rather than facts.

* This approach aims fo undermine the credibility of the speaker by highlighting the absence of
verifiable evidence.

Argument: Vaccines confain microchips that can be used fo track people, so you shouldn’t gef vaccinated.

Refutation: The claim that vaccines contain microchips used for fracking people is a baseless conspiracy theory
with no scientific evi

¢ evidence. Vaccines are designed fo stimulate the immune system to protect against sFechic
, not to implant microchips. Leading health organizations, such as the World Health Organization

~ b. Unsupported claim

evidence.

* This approach challenges the validity of the argument by emphasizing that it is not backed by

adequate evidence or substantial proof fo be convincing. It does not necessarily argue that the claim
is false but rather that it has not been sufficiently proven.

/assumption: Claiming that the argument is not supported sufficiently with enough

Argument: Students will get better exam results if we spend more money on education.

Refutation: How will this result in befter exam

grades? There isn’t a clear connection demonstrated between
spending on education and

exam resulfs. Your claim seems fo be unsupported and thus not convincing.

_—

~ ¢. Not _dgﬂ_i_ifﬁlile.ln réulity: Claiming that the argument, while possibly sound in theory, fails to hold up
~In practical, real-life situations.

® This approach aims fo demonsirate the disconnect between theoretical reasoning and actual practice,
highlighting that the argument does not account for real-world complexities and variables.

Argument: People who are lynched online should stand strong and accept that everybody has a right fo voice
their opinions.

Refutation: It is easy fo advise people to toughen up. But in reality, people may not stay strong in the face of

lynching. Most of the time, as you will see in the examples that | will show you, their lives are ruined, and they
lose their health. For instance, in 2023, ....

'ﬂ.w—



d. lns!gmcghfﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂl scope: C|Giming that the effects
that the implications or consequences of their argumen
other factors or outcomes.

of the opponent’s case are relatively frivial and
t are minimal or insignificant when compared fo

o This GPPFO?ICI'I downplays the significance of the opponent’s argument and redirects focus foward
more pressing concerns or evidence that support their own position.

Some effective ways to undermine arguments with this strategy include:

Scope: How broadly is the impact felt across a population or even the world?
Magnitude: How severe is the impact?

Probability: How likely is the event?
Reversibility: Can the harm be undone?

Timeframe: Is it a short-term or long-term harm? Will the harm happen now or later?
Argument: Seffing up nuclear power plants would create more jobs for nuclear engineers.

Refutation: Very Fevff jobs wo .uld be created, and this is not a good enough justification for establishing nuclear
power plan§ especially considering the severe harmful effects for maybe thousands of people. To illustrate...

e. Irrelevant: Claiming that your opponent's reasoning is unrelated or irrelevant fo their case. This approach
helps to weaken the impact of the opponent's arguments and steer the discussion back to the relevant
points.

Argument: We should increase the minimum wage to defend women’s rights.

Refutation: Women’s rights are not directly relevant to our focus; the minimum wage affects men and women
equally. Just like women, men also...

f. Flawed Argument: Claiming that the argument is invalid or unreliable because it confains a logical

fallacy, such as false cause, hasty generalization, or circular reasoning. This strategy involves highlighting
how the flawed reasoning weakens the overall claim.

Argument: You think schools should spend more on art and music programs because you want to take away
funding from math and science.

Refutation: Sorry, but this has nothing to do with what | meant, you are completely distorting my point.
Allocating more money fo a certain field does not mean taking away funding from everything else.

8 TASK 4: Below are arguments paired with refutations. Each refutation uses a specific strategy. Match
the refutation strategy fo the descriptions above.

1. Argument: We should cancel the school sports program because some students are not inferested in
sports.

Refutation: While some students may not be inferested in sports, this does not weaken the argument for
maintaining a school sports program. The focus should be on the benefits of physical activity, teamwork,

and school spirit that the sports program provides to those who do participate.




2. Argument: Studies show that eating chocolate improves memory, so students should eaf more choc

before exams.

Refutation: While some research may suggest a link between chocolate and memory, th M
strong support as a reliable strategy for students. :

3. Argument: Vaccines cause autism in children.

Refutation: This claim is inaccurate. Extensive research, fncludf'ng studies by the Cenfers “H,, 60
Conirol and Prevention (CDC) and the World Health Organization (WHO), has found no-"h’_’-‘_ betwe

vaccines and autism.

4. Argument: Sure, you would say that adopting a plant-based diet can have significant benefits. You

one of those trendy vegan influencers, after all.

Refutation: I'm sorry but do you realize that you are not addressing the argument but aftc cking
lifestyle choices? | think we need to focus on health instead. -
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5. Argument: Everyone could work remotely, leading to a more flexible and efficient workforce.

-_;..h:_l J-
Refutation: While this argument might hold in theory, it does not align with practical experience. Mary.
jobs—such as healthcare, manufacturing, and hospitality—require a physical presence. Moreove:

not all employees have access to reliable internet or a suitable home environment for remole wort,
highlighting the practical limitations of this idea.

femperatures.

. Argument: Global warming is not a serious issue because some areas are experiencing record-cok

Refutation: This argument is flawed because it fails to consider the overall trend of rising globd

temperatures. While some regions may experience temporary dips in temperature, the o elming E
scientific consensus shows that the Earth’s average femperature is steadily increasing due to human
activities. Focusing solely on isolated instances of cold weather does not negate the well-documenied

and concerning impacts of global warming on our planet.

B TASK 5: Below is a refutation of the argument “fast fashion is beneficial both for individualé and
sociefy.” Analyze the refutation to identify the refutation strategy and underline the reasoning, evidenc
and impact. Analyze how effective the refutation is and write your comments below.

Argument

Refutation

| think fast fashion is great because it democratizes
fashion. It allows people from all economic backgrounds
to access frendy, stylish clothes without breaking the bank.
This accessibility is crucial in a world where fashion is often
a form of self-expression and idenfity. In her TED Talk
“The High Cost of Our Cheap Fashion,” fashion advocate
and author Elizabeth Cline states that fast fashion enables
individuals to experiment with their style and stay up-to-
date with the latest trends without significant financial

| see your point but the environmental impact is enonm
A report from the Ellen MacArthur Foundation highlighs!

that the fashion industry is responsible for 10% of

global carbon emissions, more than international fighis
and maritime shipping combined. However, we mus
consider that many industries coniribute to environmental
issues, and focusing solely on fast fashion might be on
oversimplification. Plus, the rapid production cycle leads

o overconsumption and excessive waste, with millions of

m%—



investment. This means that fashion is no longer just for the
wealthy; it's available to everyone, promoting inclusivity
and allowing a wider array of people o express themselves
creatively through clothing choices. Moreover, fast fashion
provides a practical solution for those who cannot afford
high-end designer clothes but still want o look fashionable.
By making current trends available at lower prices, fast
fashion supports personal expression and diversity in

fashion, enabling more people to participate in the cultural
dialogue that fashion represents.

tons of clothing ending up in landfills every year. But, if
people recycle more and companies invest in sustainable
materials, these problems could eventually be mitigated.
Furthermore, fast fashion allows individuals to express
themselves through fashion, which is an essential part of
personal identity and social interaction. If's also worth
noting that other industries, such as tech and fransportation,
have significant environmental footprints, and some might
argue they are even more pressing. Therefore, while we
should be mindful of fast fashion’s environmental impact,
i’s crucial to recognize the broader context and not single
out the fashion industry unfairly.

4

TASK 6: Analyze the improved version of the refutation above. Identify how the refutation has been
enhanced and write the improvements in the blanks below.

Argument

Refutation

| think fast fashion is great because it democratizes
fashion. It allows people from all economic backgrounds
to access trendy, stylish clothes without breaking the bank.
This accessibility is crucial in a world where fashion is often
a form of self-expression and identity. In her TED Talk,
“The High Cost of Our Cheap Fashion,” fashion advocate
and author Elizabeth Cline states that fast fashion enables
individuals to experiment with their style and stay up-to-
| date with the lafest trends without significant financial
investment. This means that fashion is no longer just for the
wealthy; it's available to everyone, promoting inclusivity
and allowing a wider array of people fo express themselves
creatively through clothing choices. Moreover, fast fashion
provides a practical solution for those who cannot afford
high-end designer clothes but still want to look fashionable.
By making current trends available at lower prices, fast
fashion supports personal expression and diversity in
fashion, enabling more people to participate in the cultural
dialogue that fashion represents.

Fast fashion may appear to democratize fashion, but the
reality is far more complicated. Keeping up with the latest
trends might seem important, but when we consider the
long-term consequences, it becomes a minor concern.
While it's true that the affordability of fast fashion provides
a personal benefit, the real issue lies much deeper because
fast fashion has a serious impact on the environment. The
rapid production cycles demand excessive use of natural
resources and lead fo the release of toxic chemicals into
water systems. Factories, for instance, often discharge
untreated dye and chemical waste, polluting rivers and
oceans. On top of that, as reported by the Environmental
Protection Agency in 2021, many of these cheaply
made garments are quickly discarded, piling up in
landfills. There, synthetic fibers take hundreds of years to
decompose, contributing not only to textile waste but also
to greenhouse gas emissions, which further accelerates
environmental degradation.
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TASK 7: Andl :
E'/ : Analyze the sample argument flow (ar ion, | i .
| gumentation, its refutation  the
refutation) below and answer the following questions: o e the
. \\z:ﬂt is the main claim of the original argumentation?

at evidence is used to support the main claim?

. Examine '
o FFethe refutation of the argumentation. What refutation strategy is employed?
e ‘ . o # |
ive is the refutafion in countering the original argument?

. Analyze the res :
_ ponse fo the refu - .
bt o e b i e refutation. Observe how the original argument is defended or modified in

6. How wel
| does the response address the refutation? Is it convincing? Why or why not?

H ﬂ Participant 1 (Affirmative Side)

e
t Sireet animals should be provided with government-

Assertfion: Let me start with my main argumen
tinded shelters and care programs. If's clear that many street animals suffer from hunger, disease,

nd harsh weather conditions, which requires immediate attention.

Reasoning: Now, building on that, providing shelters would not only reduce the suffering of these
animals but also improve public health and safety. The reduction of disease transmission among sireet ',

animals would naturally lead to fewer cases of diseases spreading to humans.

anificantly alleviate these issues. For

: ociety found that cities with government-funded shelters
experienced a 40% decrease in animal-related public health problems. In addition to this, according o
the World Health Organization, sireef animals play a role in the spread of diseases such as rabies and

leptospirosis.

Impact: Ultimately, the implications of this are clear: establishing shelters will improve the quality of h{e: ‘.
for sireet animals and significantly -educe the risk of disease transmission fo humans. Intum,

ihic creates a safer and healthier environment for all residents. 20 |




>

&_ Participant 2 (Negative Side)

¥

P
Refutation: | understand the argument that government-

funded shelters and care programs for street

ed, but | respectfully disagree. We need fo keep in mind that mainfaining
re limited. I¥'s crucial fo consider that

animals are well-intention
education, and

chelters comes at a high cost, and government resources G

these
blic concerns, such as healthcare,

these funds must be allocated to more pressing pu

infrastructure.

evidence: For instance, a study by Johnson et al. (2022) clearly shows that government spending on
- wellare services, including healfhcare and education, has led to more <ubstantial improvements
.1 community well-being compared fo investments in animal welfare. This research suggests that
-eallocating funds from snimal welfare fo essential human services can result in better public health
outcomes and educational advancements. Addiﬁonally, the s’rudy poinfs out that local communities and
nonprofit organizations have successfully managed animal welfare programs through private funding
and volunteer efforts, proving that effective care for sireet animals can be achieved without relying on

limited government resources.

oubli

e L., [ SHG e A | R T O S g
e Wmmwnr—x—lm__-__ﬁ,__ _______ _

Impact: Consequently, this approach not only addresses the issue of streef animals but also encourages

o sense of responsibility and compassion within the community. It ensures that care for animals comes
from genuine commitment rather than government mandate, while government funds remain available for

critical areas such as healthcare and education.

W w Participant 3 (Affirmative Side)
s

e | see your point that government funds are limited and must be

Response fo the refutation: Whil
Jllocated fo critical areas like healthcare, educafion, and : frastructure, | respectfully disagree. The
<<ue of animal welfare cannot be separated from public health and community well-being. In fact,

onimal welfare directly impacis both.
ol welfare can lead to increased public health ks and social issues, which

; Reasoning: Neglecting ant

: are strongly onnected to one another. Therefore, government volvement is essential. Additionally,

only the government can implement comprehensive cfrategies fo address the roof causes of stray animal
paigns and spaying/neufering programs. So, this brings us to the poinf

issues, such as education cam
hould secure the humane treatment of all animals, as they have the resources and

ide impachtul solutions, | believe.

|
Now look back at th '
.. e arguments fo notice the use of specific expressi
_  arg ions th
see the list of expressions in the following section for defails. . o Sl O PR S

s A



4. Useful Expressions

In an effective discussion, participants need fo use signposting language fo make the logical fransitios 5 Smo

so that group members can easily follow their arguments.

Some examples of useful language are given in the table below:

Function

Expressions

1. Opening the session

Welcome, everyone.

Dear classmates/friends,

Today, we are discussing...

The discussion topic for foday is...
Let's begin our discussion on...
To start, I'd like to introduce...

2. Presenting arguments

My main argument is that...
Let me start with my first argument. E
Let me explain my first/second/.../next point

| believe that.../In my point of view...

One key point fo consider is...

The first point | would like to raise is this...

Here’s the main point | want to raise...

3. Providing reasoning & evidence

The evidence suggests that...
This is supported by...
According to [source], it is clear/evident that...

For instance, consider...
Research/the data shows/indicates that...

For example, in [study/case], it was found that...

Statistics indicate that...

There are many examples of this/for ...

In fact, you can find many examples of this in real life. Just think of-
And there are similar cases, such as ..., ...

So, in this simple example we can clearly see the effect of ...
In a study conducted by...

As [Name & Credentials] state(s) in their [Type of work]...

4. Building on ideas

 This brings me to another idea...

'd like to add to what you said about...
Building on your point, | think...
Another aspect to consider is...

That's a good point; it also makes me think of...
Have we considered...?




CR———
L s |

5. Supporting a group member | ® | agree with [Name]'s point because...

* To build on what [Name] said...

* [Name] made a great point about...

* | think [Name] is right in saying...

® Referring back to what [Name] has said...

6. Agreeing to disagree * We seem to have different views, which is okay.
* Let's agree to disagree on this point.

* We might not see eye to eye, but that's fine.

® |t appears we have different opinions.

7. Conceding a point ® You have made a valid point.

: * | haven't considered that aspect.
* That's a good argument, and | see your point.

® You've convinced me that...

8. Refuting arguments ¢ | understand/see your point, but...
(Disagreeing with a * | respectfully disagree because...
counterargument/challenging * That's an inferesting argument; however, ...
assumptions) e That's a valid perspective; however, ...

o While that may be true, we should also consider...
¢ | challenge the assumption that...

o While | understand your perspective, | believe...

o Yes, | understand, but my opinion is that...

o That's all very interesting, but the problem is that...
¢ I'm afraid | can’t quite agree with your point.

e That argument doesn’t take info account...

¢ The flaw in that reasoning is...

e Contrary to that point, evidence shows...

o That perspective overlooks...

e I'd like to deal with two points here. The first is. ..

9. Handling refutations directed |  [Name] has brought up a good point, but I'd like to add...
at a group member o While [Name] mentioned..., | believe we should also consider...

e To respond fo the refutation against [Name]'s argument...

¢ | see the counter-argument, but [Name|'s perspective is still valid
because...

e |'m sorry to interrupt, but you've misunderstood our point. l
e Excuse me, but that's not quite correct.

e Sorry, | just have to disagree with your point.
e Let me just respond fo that, please.

o At this point, I'd like fo add...

10. Interrupting




* If you would allow me to add a comment here....
* I'd like to take issue with what you just said.

11. Asking for clarification * Can you clarify your point?

* Can you restate your point?

* Could you elaborate on that (point)?

* Can you explain what you mean by...?

* Could you provide an example of what you're saying?
® Do you mean...?

I2. Expressing uncertainty ® I'm not sure about that

® It's possible that...

* | have some doubts regarding...

® It could be that...

13. Seeking opinions * What do you think about...?

® How do you feel about...?

® I'm curious to hear your thoughts on...

® What's your perspective on...?

14. Encouraging participation | What are your thoughts on this, [Name]?

® Does anyone else want to add to this?
* We'd love to hear your view [Name].
® Who else has an opinion on this?

15. Moderating the discussion ® Let's hear from someone who hasn't spoken yet.

* Can we stay on topic and discuss.. ?

® Let's make sure everyone gets a chance o speak.
® Can we return to the main point?

16. SUmmarizing & emphasizing | e To summarize, we've established that. .

the impact e The implications of this discussion are. .

* Ultimately, this highlights the importance of. .. l
® To summarize, we've discussed. ..

* To wrap up, we have agreed on. ..
® Let's recap the key ideas. . |
* Let's sum up where we stand in this discussion.

® Let me summarize our Position in this discussion. '
® In summary, we want to point out that...

* Lef's see which arguments are still standing.

* So, as we have seen . and therefore (assertion)

* Now becauyse of this...., we have to support this (assertion)
® And for all these reasons, the (assertion)

S




5. Delivery

T|'!e effectiveness of an ARE&! discussion relies heavily on the delivery of the speaker. While passion alone
will not compensate for poor research, combining solid factual evidence with emotional influence can create a
corn;?e”mg argument. The way you present and refute the ideas has an immense influence on your opponents
qrnc:l it helps yOou gnhgnce your persuasiveness. A sirong presence, which refers to having strong control of the
discussion, gstabltshlng effective rapport with the audience, and maintaining a lively sense of communication,
plays a crucial r.o|e in the overall effect of your speech. If you can couple your confidence with clear arguments
and be responsive to other participants’ reactions and questions, you will achieve great success.

Some important physical and vocal elements of speaking in public are given below:

IMPORTANCE WHAT TO DO

Eye Contact * Look in the eyes of the person (audience) you
e shows conﬁdence, respect, and sincerity are talking to. Do not look at your nofes or
e creates a personal connection somewhere else while talking.

® Regularly shift your gaze to include different

* establishes engagement
group members. Do not fixate on one person

® boosts credibility

* enhances the effectiveness and persuasiveness iy
of an argument
Facial Expression * Ensure your expressions are natural and not
* reinforces message—expresses emotions that exaggerated.
g complement and enhance the spoken words, * Maintain an open expression: smile,
H making the argument more relatable and be approachable, and avoid frowning
y engaging excessively.
g °conveys enthusiasm e Align your facial expressions with the content
| of your message.
c Posture & Gestures * Mainfain an open and upright posture. Avoid
A *Anopen, confident posture indicates crossing your arms or slouching, as these can
self-assurance and credibility, keeps the signal defensiveness or disinterest.
. audience’s aftention, and makes the discussion  ® Make gestures intentional and meaningful.

Avoid distracting movements such as
fidgeting, cracking knuckles, playing with
hair, efc.

more lively

e Although this is not a presentation task to be

delivered on the stage, it is still very important
to keep a correct posture (sitting in an upright @ Ensure your gestures and posture are

posifion and not slouching in the chair) to balanced and not overly exaggerated.
establish a sense of professionalism during the
discussion.

* Gestures help illustrate and emphasize key
points, making the argument clearer and more

understandable.
* Gestures add dynamism fo delivery.




Pace & Fluency
* keeps engagement—Adiusting pace can
_emphusize important points and maintain
interest by creating a dynamic delivery.

* facilitates understanding—Smooth fluency
helps maintain the audience’s focus.

e demonsirates confidence—Fluency shows the
speaker’s preparedness and control over fhe

material.

Voice & Volume
V  * shows confidence

* ensures clarity: Adequate volume ensures
that all parficipants can hear and follow the

O
C discussion, preventing misunderstandings.
A
L

e conveys emotion: Changes in volume can

express passion, urgency, or calmness,
making the discussion more impactful.

Variety: Tone, Pitch & Infonation

e adds expressiveness o the speaker’s delivery,

helping to convey nuances

e makes the discussion more dynamic and
impactful

® prevenfs monofony

e clarifies meaning: Infonation helps fo indicate
the speaker’s affitude and infentions, aiding in

the correct interpretation of their message.

» improves engagement: A varied vocal
delivery creates a more engaging and lively

discussion, which can befter capture and hold

the audience's inferest.

TASK 8: You will watch an ARE&! discussion on binge-

. SP&G'( at an ﬂpprﬂpﬁﬂte pﬂce. AVQ -:" ;
Spﬁﬂklng oo qUiCkly or too 5'0\VIY‘~ | |

i,

e Adjust your pace fo match the content of your

speech. Slow down for complex or crifical

information. o
o Speak fluently avoiding hesitations, fillers, and
repetitions. =

e Use pauses strategically fo highlight important
points and give the audience time fo absorb
the information. Pauses also help you gather
your thoughts and maintain control over your

delivery. &

. - -:\{

e Ensure your voice s loud enough to reach the
enfire audience without straining. 3
Bt

e Adjust your volume to emphasize key points
and convey emotions. R
e Vary your volume to prevent a monofonaus
delivery. Changes in volume can make your

speech more engaging. -

'-r'.i1ﬁllh"|li-'cﬁ

e Use changes in tone and pitch fo highlight -
important points and make them stand out.
This draws attention to crucial information and

enhances understanding.

» Use emphasis strategically: Emphasize
keywords and phrases with variations in

oifch and tone to make your message mor®
impactful and memorable. |

watching (watching multiple episodes of a TV

E!/ series in one siffing). Before you watch the video, answer the following questions.

1. What is your personal experience with binge-wa

do you find it enjoyable or harmful?

tching? Do you binge-watch? If not, why not? If yes,

2. What are the main reasons oeople choose fo binge-watch shows?

A&
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Part 2: Using your notes from Part 1, evaluate the quality of speakers” arguments by specifically focusing o
the following questions.

1. (Speuker E) Is her reasoning strong enaugh and persuusive? Why/Why not?

2. (Speaker F) Is the way she responds appropriate in terms of how she handles the disagreement in a
semi-formal discussion? Do you find her justification convincing? Why/Why not?

3. (Speaker B) How does he build on to Speaker F?

4. (Speaker E) How well did she address the counterargument?

5. (Speaker F) How effective is her response in terms of handling the disagreement?




Part 3: How would you improve the argument and counterargument so that they are stronger?

E.\/ TASK 9:

Part 1: Waich Excerpt 2 of the sample ARE&J discussion using the QR code. Pay close attention to Speakers D,
E, and F and take notes on what each speaker says in the speech bubbles provided below:

Speaker D

Speaker F v,




Part 2: Using your notes from Part 1, answer the questions in the table below:

Questions Speaker D Speaker E

1. Did each speaker use

relevant and credible |
evidence to support their
claims and refutations?

2. How does each
speaker introduce
evidence (e.g.,
“According fo...,”
“Research shows...”)

3. Did the evidence
confribute to relevant
and meaningful
jusﬁﬁcaﬁuns? If not,
what could have made it
stronger?

4. How does the way
they present the evidence
(confidence, clarity,
hesitation) influence how
convincing it is?

E'/ TASK 10: Watch Excerpt 3 of the sample ARE&! using the QR code. Pay close attention to Speakers

F, B, and D and analyze how each speaker constructs and delivers their arguments, counterarguments,
and responses by specifically focusing on the following questions.




]. Observe how team members build on each other’s points :
~ about sleep. Take notes in the blanks provided belowl:a i a5 o i

Speaker F: Puts forward an argument.

Assertion:
e I R
K : | | _-__-__—_____—-_'_'_—'——-——-—-—-——-—-_f - : ¥ 4 v =vbesl
Evidence & Reasoning:
Impact: 1

Speaker B: Builds on to what Speaker F says.

| Evidence & Reasoning: Isiheir
pis argument
5 Sy e
persuasive?
hy/\Why

}1 Speaker D: Builds on to what Speaker B says.
"” Evidence:

Reasoning: T
o -.‘ ’

- Impact:

a D How well did Speaker E respond to the argument? Do you find her convincing?

4 What does Speaker D ask in response to Speaker E's argument? What is her aim in asking that question?




4. How does Speaker E respond? What evidence and reasoning does Speaker E provide in response 1 ';I}
Speaker D’s question? |

5. Before answering the opposing team'’s question, what does Speaker B say? Why do you think he choose
to respond in this way?

6. What does Speaker B ask? Why does he ask this particular question?

| E'/ TASK 11: Watch Excerpt 4 of the sample ARE& discussion using the QR code and do the following
tasks.

1. Analyze the flow of the discussion by answering the following questions.

a. How do the speakers manage when to speak and when to listen? Do they interrupt each other, or is
there a clear structure to when one Speaker takes over?

b. How do the speakers inferact to keep the conversation dynamic and maintain a smooth flow?




femt_:f to maintain a smooth and engaging conversation, and
Istening and responding to each other.

b. How does Speaker A contribute to the discussion?

3. Watch the excerpt again and identify the function of the following expressions used by the speakers
during the discussion.

C: | think that's really an interesting point and gives
rise fo...

E: Well, adding onto Jeremy’s point. ..

A: Sorry, | just didn’t understand... Is that what you
are saying?

C: It's a valid point but | think...

=

D: There's actually a study supporting what Aylin is
saying...

A: I'd like to respond specifically to...




TASK 12: Below are three assertions. Choose one and practice argumentation (for and against) in yoy,
discussions. Make sure that you refer to the Useful Expressions secfion on pages 33-35 fo improve the
quality of interaction in your discussions.

1. Using Al-based tools should not be considered plagiarism.
2. Self-driving cars should be promoted to reduce problems.
3. Implementing a non-smoking campus policy is necessary for the students, faculty, and staff.

Setup (2 participants)

e The first student prepares and delivers a 1-minute speech in favor of the assertion while the second
student takes notes/fills in the debrief sheet.
o Then, the second student prepares and delivers a 1-minute speech refuting the first speaker’s arguments.

e Both speakers have five minutes to prepare and deliver their speeches.

e

6. Reflection

-y, b —

An imporfant component of this task is reflecting on the process. This involves analyzing what
|- you learned from constructing arguments and focusing on how well you applied reasoning,
evidence, and impact. To guide this reflection, answer the following questions to evaluate both

_1 your individual and group performances after the ARE& discussion.

1. What were your own strengths and weaknesses as an individual?

 good reasoning and evidence used fo prove each point
® sfrong counterarguments

e delivery & language

2. How well did you perform as a team member? Consider the following:
® preparedness

e contribution to group performance
e interaction with the participants

3. What do you think you might have done better?

4. What were the strengths/weaknesses of your team’s discussion today? Consider the following:
® good reasoning and evidence used to prove each point
® sfrong counterarguments

o delivery & language

5. How well did your team work together as a whole? Consider the following:
* team organization and preparedness

® contribution to group performance
* interaction with the participants

6. What is something your team could have done better?

L ———
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SPEAKING ' S |ntroduction to the Module

E'/ TASK 1: Case Analysis

Read the scenarios below and discuss how you would react in each case. Do you think your reactions can be
considered oversensitivity? Why/Why not?

i g a— T
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A. A new

employee at an international corporation  B. A university art exhibit features works
wears fraditional clothes to work. Some co- considered offensive by some groups on
workers express admiration and curiosity, while campus. For instance, one of the pieces
others question the appropriateness of wearing portrays a caricature of religious symbols
such attire in a professional sefting, arguing that intertwined with modern-day consumerism.
it is not in line with the company’s dress code. While the exhibit is defended in the name

of freedom of expression, others call for its
removal, arguing it disrespects certain values
and promotes intolerance.

C. A depariment plans a potluck event to celebrate  D. A family from a culture with traditional gender

its diverse student body. However, some students roles moves to a community where gender |
raise concerns about dietary restrictions related equality and fluidity are strongly emphasized.

to allergies, religious practices, and personal The child begins to question the family’s

beliefs. They worry that these restrictions might fraditional views when their peers start mocking
not be adequately considered, and exclude some  the family’s traditional life. Teachers notice the
students from participating. bullying but do not interfere. |

i ——

EJ'/ TASK 2: Discussion <

1. Below are some fopics that might be considered sensitive in some cultures. Do you think they are equally

triggering for different groups with different cultural values? Consider how these sensitive issues are
addressed in your country or which issues are more sensitive in your culture.

2. Based on your discussions, do you think F"’E'-“-"F’le tend to exaggerate their reactions towards certain issues’
Explain why/ why nof.

B s N S




READING

A Tragic News Stoi'y Online

Aheartbreaking news story abouta natural disasterappears on social media. Some people respond
with deep emotion, posting tearful emojis and urging others to donate or raise awareness. Others
scroll past without a second glance, saying, “There’s always bad news—what can we do?”

Meanwhile, a few users criticize those who do not post about the tragedy, calling them insensitive
or selfish. Some even shame people for sharing lighthearted content—like holiday photos or
night-out moments—arguing that it is inappropriate to enjoy life or act as if everything Is normal
while others are suffering.

Discussion Questions:

1. Who is being oversensitive or indifferent in this situation, if anyone?
2. Do people have a moral obligation to react to global issues online?

3. Can public pressure to “care” become performative or counterproductive?

8 TASK 2: Vocabulary

Part 1. Try fo guess the meaning of the words in bold, which are taken from the text, and match them with
their definitions:

1. Artists and producers often face criticism as even small creative decisions lead to an accusation of
cultural appropriation.

2. Some activists” harsh attitudes intimidate others and discourage meaningful conversations.

3. Being too sensitive can sometimes be a hindrance to progress.

4. Some people condemn others sirongly for not following strict moral rules.

5. Fear of criticism may restrain artists’ creative freedom to use new cultural ideas in their work.

6. Awareness of misogyny has increased and sparked important discussions about equality.

r—-—-_—-q_.—--#-_“--_q—-——mp e — - i
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7. Activist groups face fragmentation when disagreements break them apart.
8. Arguments about animal rights have caused polarization, making people take opposite sides.

9. Misunderstandings about cultural appropriation often hurt eftorts to promote inclusivity in global medig,

Q. () hatred of or prejudice against women
b. (n) a sharp division, as of a population or group, info opposing factions
C. (n) a statement saying that someone is guilty of a crime or of doing

something wrong

d. (v) to frighten or threaten someone, usually to persuade them to do
something
e. () the breakdown, disintegration, or collapse of norms of thought,

behavior, or social relationship.

f. (v) to criticize something or someone strongly, usually for moral reasons
g. [v) o control or limit something
h. (n)  the tact or policy of not excluding members or participants on the

grounds of gender, race, class, sexuality, disability, etc.

. (n)  a person or thing that interferes with or slows the progress of
someone or something

Part 2: Vocabulary in Use: The questions below include the target vocabulary you studied in Part 1. Answer

them drawing on your own experiences and ideas. Try to use the target words in your responses where
appropriate.

1. Is there something you strongly condemn, like a behavior or a practice? Why do you feel this way?
2. What examples of mis

feel? ogyny have you seen recently in daily life or the media? How did it make you
eel’

B3 Cc::_n?you think of a topic that causes polarization among your friends or family? How do people react
fo It -

. What kind of situations or people

. Have you ever experienced fragm
. Can you think of a hindrance that

infimidate you, and how do you usually overcome that feeling?

entation in a team or group project? What caused it?

.|

5

% often prevents you from Finishing your tasks on time?
7. Have you ever faced an accusation that was not rue? How did you handle it?
8 .
9

. How do you promote inclusivity in your social circle or at school?
. When was the last time you had fo

restrain yourself from saying something? What made you stop?

e A —



Read the text and as you read, answer the questions in the relevant boxes on the right.

Cultural Awareness and the Struggle to Care Responsibly '
by Sinem Bur Sg;All Caner Alkan |

AAR T

1 They say ignorance is bliss, but if that is true, it is a bliss that comes with a best-before date. No matter how
tempting it is to unsee or ignore people and events, near or far, the truth is that we are all connected. The
ripple effects of one event can travel across continents, and staying indifferent does not make them mugically
disappear. A finy virus on the other side of the globe, for instance, can suddenly rewrite everyone’s plans.
Or a wildfire in a far-off forest might feel like someone else’s problem—until it is not. |

2 This interconnectedness can feel overwhelming, but it also carries a powerful
potential: awareness. A deeper sensitivity to the world’s challenges can inspire
action, not out of obligation but as a shared sense of responsibility. Instead of
passively watching events unfold, many find themselves motivated o address urgent
issues like social justice, environmental sustainability, and human rights. It is akin
to waking up and realizing that the world is not just “someone else’s problem.”
This awakening fosters a better understanding of our differences and strengthens
solidarity. Grassroots' movements such as the Gezi Park Protests (2013), the Umbrella Movement (2014), ._
and the Global Climate Strike (2019) exemplify this shifi—a collective effort to question biases, embrace |
diversity, and strive for a more inclusive and equitable world.

i can a sense
of inferconnectedness .|
lead to increased
awareness and |

3 Today, the endless flow of information can feel like a swing—sometimes inspiring,
sometimes exhausting. On the one hand, it brings global issues closer to home,

inspiring action and awareness. On the other, it can overwhelm, pushing people explain the pmblem
toward two exiremes: oversensitivity, where even minor issues are magnified, or  with issues becoming
emotional numbness, where genuine problems fade into the background. Both  “the norm”? What

reactions can distort how we perceive and address challenges. When an issue  societal impact does

is consistently underrated, it risks becoming the norm, losing its urgency and
significance. Conversely, overemphasis can lead to exhaustion, with only a small
group that maintains awareness while others disengage.

4 In line with this, oversensitivity is often associated with gender issues, particularly those
surrounding identify, equality, stereotypes, and representation. This conversation

often begins with a simplified “men versus women” narrative, which emphasizes potenhc|| down51d&s
male dominance in workplaces and social seftings while portraying women as  of viewing gender
victims, often without considering the broader context. However, while increased  issues only through

awareness of misogyny is essential and has led to progress, it can also lead to overly
sirong reactions—even in situations where there may be no clear inequality—and
this makes it difficult to have balanced, open conversations about gender.

the_ lens o} vicfi

1. Involving ordinary people in a society or an organization (Cambridge, n.d.)

N ARy 5




5 One contributing factor to this stereotyping is “manboxing,” a ferm Porter (201.0) uses fo c_::le_scnbe
how men are pressured fo follow strict rules about what it means to be muscuhne._ While it is true

that some men take their societal status for granted and feel entitled to greater b
rights, this generalizafion often imposes a mental burden on some orhers. 4. What ls‘me

Beyond the idea of manboxing, these pressures can also affect daily social Eroblerr] with
interactions. For instance, men may fear making women uncomfortable or  “excessive sensifivify”
facing false accusations of harassment or abuse. Thus, they might consciously i the confext of
maintain physical distance on escalators or overanalyze casual jokes and | gender issues? i
small talk to avoid offending others. While such caution stems from good - =i

intentions, the constant vigilance can become exhausting. Over time, this excessive sensitivity may

lead to emotional numbness or indifference toward genuine issues and victims who face real threats
or abuse.

6 Oversensitivity also extends its reach to heated debates on animal rights, dietary choices, and welfare
practices. While increased awareness has driven meaningful progress toward the ethical treatment
of animals, excessive sensitivity risks undermining these gains. For instance, some animal rights
activists adopt an exitreme stance when promoting veganism or vegetarianism, .
alienating individuals who might otherwise consider more animal-friendly 5. What is the '
lifestyles. This divisive approach not only intimidates those open to change  problem with
but also leads to fragmentation within the activist community itself. Internal
conflicts arise, with some accusing others of not being “vegan enough,” while
others dismiss certain advocates as overly aggressive. The conviction that
animals are sentient beings who should not be treated as mere property
(Francione, 2023) is understandable and rooted in compassion. However, vl
when it turns into a culture of moral absolutism, individuals tend to condemn those who do not fit
in their norms. Such an attitude can hurt the movement’s goals by fostering judgment rather than
collaboration. As a result, discussions on controversial topics like animal testing or factory farming

often cause polarization, making it hard for activists, scientists, and industries to have productive
conversations.

“excessive sensitivity”
in the context

of animal rights
activism?

7 Cultural representation in global entertainment and media is another area B
where increased sensitivity causes strong arguments about being more 6. How does the .
respectful and aware. From hairstyles and traditional clothing to casting text critique the
decisions and historical narratives, representations of cultural elements often representation of
carry high stakes. Even with good intentions, artists and producers from cultural elements in
dominant cultures, such as Hollywood, risk accusations of misusing traditions global entertainment
when incorporating elements from marginalized cultures. While the goal and media? What is
should be fo promote inclusivity and respect, sensitivity is offen exploited  the authors’ tone i
or misinterpreted, which could restrain artistic creativity. The music industry thi p 01'5:? il
provides a vivid example of these challenges: oversensitivity can be triggered - maﬂ?"-
by genre fusion (such as Reggae-Pop or Hip Hop-Country), live performances "
lyrics, and even linguistic choices like the use of a “Blaccent 2 It !
this creates a hostile environment for both artists and audiences
collaborations that could connect cultures and support the nuturul!

-
T S

s a major disappointment that
a hindrance to the cross-cultural
evolution of art.

2. “Blaccent”, a blend of “black” and “accent,” is the imitation of Black English by non-black |
. people.



g Ina wrlivt:? urges us tohcure about ever):fhing all ot once, we risk swinging between burnout and
backlash. While @ufnez as empowered voices and inifiated change, it has also created @ culfure where
disagreement 15 mistaken for Insensitivity, and silence is equated with quilt. If every issue becomes a moral

fest, we lose the ability to listen, reflect, and evolve to ether. Rath e ;
perhaps the challenge now is to build o space where 9 ather than policing each other’s reactions,

concern does not demand conformity.

Combridge. (n.d.). Grassroots. In Cambridge.org dictionary. Retrieved February 12, 2024, from
hitps://dictionary.cambridge.org/ dictionary/ english/grassroots .-

Francione, G. L. (2023). Are you a vegan or are you an extremist? Think, 22(64), 5-13.

hitps://doi.org/10.1017/S1477175623000039

Porter, T. (2010, December). A call to men [Video]. TED Conferences.
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LISTENING

Read the following news stories and then discuss the questions that follow.

Adele has faced accusations of cultural appropriation
after posting a photo on Instagram in which she wore
a traditional African hairstyle while honoring what
would have been the Notting Hill Carnival, |

an annual event celebrating Caribbean
culture in London.

In the photo, the British singer is seen |
wearing a bikini decorated with the |
Jamaican flag and sporting Bantu knots, | .
a traditional African hairstyle. Many
people praised her for recognizing /[
the cultural significance of the event. [ °
However, others—especially many
social media users from the United States—
criticized the image, accusing Adele of cultural
4ppropriation for adopting a hairstyle with deep roots
In African identity.

It's Important to note that Adele made this post when

the Notting Hill Carnival was supposed to take place.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions in 2020, the event was
canceled. Her post was meant to show support for the

community and the festival.

The Notting Hill Carnival is one of
y | the world’s largest street festivals and
was founded by London’s Caribbean
communities in the 1960s as a response
to racial tensions. It celebrates freedom,
resilience, and Caribbean identity
through music, dance, and fashion. Given
this background, some believe Adele was
showing appreciation and solidarity, while
others questioned whether her use of cultural
symbols crossed a line (The Guardian, 2020).

Adapted from Adele accused of cultural appropriation over Instagram
picture. (2020, September 1). The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.

com/music/2020/sep/01/adele-accused-of-cultural-appropriation-
over-instagram-picture
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Beyoncé’s Netflix documentary Homecoming invited  been criticized for its lack of diversity. Beyoncé used
audiences to relive her groundbreaking performance  the global stage to showcase, uplift, and celebrate her
at Coachella 2018, where she became the first heritage, turning what could have been a standard
African-American woman to headline the performance into a meaningful cultural
iconic music festival. statement.

T

Rather than borrowing from a culture
without understanding or respecting
it, Beyoncé drew from her own
roots to honor traditions and amplify
underrepresented voices, making her
Homecoming performance in Coachella
a widely recognized example of cultural
appreciation (Grammy.com, 2019).

Beyoncé’s performance wasn’t just a
concert—it was a powerful tribute to
Black culture and history. Her stage
design, musical choices, and costumes
all honored aspects of the African-

American experience. She wore outfits | SIS
inspired by African royalty (such
as Nefertiti) and paid homage to Black
fraternities and sororities, historically significant
institutions within the Black community.

Adapted from Velez, J. (2019, April 19). Beyoncé created a space (o
celebrate Black culture at Coachella & more things ‘Homecoming

: . : .com/ne once-
This taught us. Grammy.com. httpsy//www.grammy.col ws«*bcy
s ces was [ipgRemralsmoment r::rcatr:d—spucc-cclcbratc-black-cuiturc-cnachella-mﬂr:-thmgs-

because Coachella, like many major festivals, has often  homecoming-taught

1. Based on the stories you have just read, how do you think the public’s reaction to Adele differs from the
response to Beyoncé? What is the reason for this?

2. In your opinion, what are the key differences between cultural appreciation and cultural appropriation?

3. Discuss whether the situations below are examples of cultural appreciation or cultural appropriation. Explain

why.

Paying to wear traditional clothes and have
photos taken in holiday resorts

Celebrating important days (Halloween, New
Year’s Eve, baby showers, gender reveal
parties)

Imitating the manner of speech of a
certain group fo atiract attention/ increase
inferaction

Adopting fashion styles without realizing
what they represent/ respecting the heritage
(fez, kilts, tattoos, dreadlocks, etc.)

AL e ——



B TASK 1: Watch the video “What Is Cultural Appropriation?” using the QR code and determine whether
each statement in the table below is True or False. |

Statement True/False

1. Raymond Williams’ definition of ideologies encompasses intellectual and arfistic aspects.

QO
O

2. Patriotism and shared faith exist even when no rituals or ceremonies are being performed.

3. Cultural production gives us tangible objects that help us understand a culture better.
Some argue that because culture is shared, it cannot be appropriated.

Ownership of culture operates the same way as ownership of physical property.
Legal systems easily protect cultural expressions through copyright.

Susan Scafidi suggests that patenting cultural ideas might freeze cultural evolution.

. The “melting pot” argument supports the idea that all cultural expressions are free fo use.

0 ©® N o o A

. Cultural appropriation occurs equally among all cultural groups regardless of power
differences.

0. OOOO0 EAEO
0. OOOOO0GB O

10. Appropriation can strip cultural elements of their original meaning and context

E'\/ TASK 2: Comprehension

Waich the video again and as you watch, answer the questions below:

I. What is cultural appropriation? Can you identify examples of cultural appropriation menfioned in the
video?

2. How does globalization and the spread of information through the infernet impact the phenomenon of
cultural appreciation?

G . SRSt TR TR




(¥ TASK 2: Evaluation +1
Answer the following questions based on the video and your own comments. 3 }. “

1. The video suggests that the heart of appropriation is power. Do you believe this stafement is accurate?

Why?

——H

—

2. Reflecting on your own experiences or observations, can you think of instances where cultural appropriafion
has occurred? How did it make you feel?

Putting It Altogether

Later in this module, you will be working on a speaking fask. In the task, you will be expected to s:yptl]esize the
information that you have covered in the reading and listening sections of the module; therefore, it is important
to have a solid understanding of the following concepts:

Hyper-informed sociely

Information overload |
Misogyny ~.
Manboxing |
Oversensitivity

Emotional numbness

Moral absolulism

Cultural appropration

Cultural appreciation

Cultural representation

Inclusivity




=5
I I

J .
I_‘_ - '1..
"'T‘- RG2S h
o . % 1
1..—J; ' I '+ = . | : “.- ’ 1
-_-._‘.-_ ! ¥ ¢ -

S
Rl

-3
_

1. Introduction to Presentations

1.1. Communicating with Impact: Tailoring Your Approach

Different speaking tasks or assignments within an academic setting often vary in formality and content. For
instance, a class presentation on a research project tends fo be more formal and information-heavy compared
fo a group discussion in a seminar. Presenting in front of professors typically requires delivering facts and
arguments with a clear structure, while a more relaxed, conversational tone is often adopted in casual group
discussions with peers. The same principle applies across different platforms—whether part of a debate, a
workshop, or even a social media video project, the audience and purpose determine how ideas are organized
and communicated effectively.

Similarly, different types of presentations demand varying approaches. A TED Talk, for example, is crafted
fo capfivate a broad audience through storytelling whereas a business presentation focuses on accuracy—
delivering data, results, and actionable recommendations for decision-makers or stakeholders. In confrast, a
conference presentation emphasizes precision, requiring a formal fone grounded in research and theory to
address fellow experts in the field.

Think of this as wearing different hats depending on the setfing. For some audiences, the goal is fo wear the
“inspirafional cap,” emphasizing connection and motivation. In business seftings, the “strategic cap” focuses
on results and clarity. Meanwhile, academic conferences call for the “expert cap,” reflecting authority and
depth. Recognizing Context, Audience, and Purpose (CAP) for each format is essential for shaping the content,
style, and delivery that will resonate most with listeners.




TASK 1: In your groups, discuss how you would prepare a presentation for a specific topic ang

audience assigned by your instructor t-om the table below. Consider the key elements that follow.

Topic Audience
+ a. How GenZ Sees Actlvism Social media influencers
b. Sustainable Energy Solutions Business professionals (executives, Investors, etc.)
c. The Future of Moblle Technologies Highschool students
d. The Psychology of Food Addiction Experts In the field (psychologists, scientists, etc)
1. Content:

e What specific information will this audience be interested in?

e Should the presentation be based on data only or more focused on general ideas?
2. Tone and Language:

e How formal or informal should the tone be?

e What kind of language will appeal to this audience (technical terms vs. simple language)?
3. Visuals:

o What kind of visual materials would be effective for this audience (charts, graphs, audio and video clips,
infographics and illustrations, cartoon sirips, etc.)?

4. Engagement:

e What methods will you use to engage your audience (e.g., storytelling, humor, statistics, questions)?

1.2. Understanding Presentation Types

A presentation is a form of oral communication where information flows from the speaker to the audience.
While each type of presentation is suited to specific contexts and purposes, they all share a common goal: fo
communicate information effectively and engage the audience. By understanding the differences in presentation
styles, you can adjustyour approach fo better connect with your audience and deliver your message successfully:
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B TASK 2: Below are some examples of the different types of presentations in academic, business, and
creafive contexts. Match each presentation type with its correct category on the left by pairing the
presentation type with the appropriate lettered description.

Types of Presentations

Academic Presentations: |a. Sales Presentations: Aim fo persuade potential clients or stakeholders o

purchase a product or service, highlighting benefits and unique selling
points.

b. Educational Seminars: Offer in-depth information and insights on
specialized topics, often involving expert speakers and interactive
discussions.

c. Research Presentations: Involve sharing the findings of a research project,
typically including methodology, data analysis, and conclusions.

d. Community Outreach Programs: Engage with the public to share
information, provide education, or promote community inifiatives.

Business Presentations: | ¢ |jterature Reviews: Summarize and synthesize existing research on a
particular topic, highlighting frends, gaps, and future directions.

f. Workshops and Training Sessions: Educate and train participants on specific
skills or knowledge areas, often involving interactive elements.

g. Case Studies: Provide detailed analysis and insights on a specific case or
example, emphasizing practical applications and implications.

h. Public Speaking Engagements: Deliver speeches or talks on various fopics fo
inform, entertain, or inspire an audience. | |

i. Graduation Projects: Refer to comprehensive research or practical projects 4
which showcase students” ability to demonstrate critical thinking, research l,{
skills, and subject mastery to faculty, peers, and external evaluators. !

Other Professional and
Creative Contexts:

| Project Proposals: Outline the objectives, methodology, and expected ! |
outcomes of a proposed project to gain approval or funding.

k. Art Installations and Performances: Present creative works to an audience, | |
emphasizing the artistic message and emotional impact. "

. Activist Demonstrations: Convey social or political messages to raise
awareness and inspire action, often involving compelling storytelling and
visual elements.

M S—— |

m. Progress Reports: Update stakeholders on the status of ongoing projecs,
including achievements, challenges, and next steps.

R




2. Delivery

—/

“t's wot what you say, but kow you say it.”

Aave vou ever listened to someone presenting and felt completely engaged,
OR
have vou ever felt the opposite - tofally lost? What made the difference?

Delivery plays a critical role in presentations and ensures that the audience effectively communicates and refains
the message. Effective delivery not only captures the audience’s attention but also enhances understanding and
retention of the information presented as well as creating a compelling and engaging atmosphere.

The elements of physical and vocal delivery for an effective presentation are given below.

IMPORTANCE WHAT TO DO

Eye Contact
e shows confidence, respect, and sincerity
® creates a personal connection
* establishes engagement
® boosts credibility

e enhances the effectiveness and persuasiveness
P of an argument

H Facial Expression

Vi it reinforces the message. It expresses emotions
that complement and enhance the spoken
S words, making the argument more relatable
and engaging
» conveys enthusiasm and keeps the audience
C interested

B8 o helps build a bond with your audience,
making your presentafion more engaging

L

Posture & Gestures

e An upright and confident posture indicates
self-assurance and credibility, keeps
the audience’s attention, and makes the
presentation more lively.

e An upright and a confident posture conveys
authority and professionalism.

o Make direct eye contact with your audience.
This creates a sense of connection and
attentiveness.

o Avoid fixating on one person or spot.
Regularly shift your gaze to include different

audience members.

e Avoid frequently looking at your nofes, your
slides or somewhere else while talking.

e Ensure your expressions are natural and not
exaggerated.

 Maintain an open expression: smile, be
approachable. This makes you appear more

friendly and accessible, helping to engage
your audience.

o Align your facial expressions with the content
of your message. Your facial expressions
should reflect the tone and emotion of your

message to enhance clarity and emotional
connection.

® Maintain an open and upright posture.
Avoid holding your hands behind your back

or crossing your arms as these can signﬂ|
insecurity or defensiveness.

* Avoid clinging to or hiding behind the lectern/
desk. Stand confidently. This helps create @
more dynamic and approachable presence.
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e Gestures add meaning to your wnrds, draw
attention to key points, and complement visual
aids, making the argument clearer and more
understandable.

e Gestures add dynamism to delivery.

Movement / Using the Stage

e enhances engagement: purposeful movement
helps capture attention and keeps the
audience interested.

e emphasizes key points: moving closer to the
audience or changing positions can highlight
important ideas and signal transitions.

e reduces nervous energy: conirolled movement
can help release tension and project
confidence.

Pace & Fluency

» keep engagement: adjusting pace can
emphasize important points and maintain
inferest by creating a dynamic delivery.

e facilitate understanding: smooth fluency helps
maintain the audience’s focus.

e demonsirate confidence: fluency shows the
speaker’s preparedness and control over the
material.

* help avoid hesitations, fillers, and unnecessary
repetitions.

Voice & Volume

® show confidence

® ensure clarify: adequate volume ensures
that all participants can hear and follow the
discussion, preventing misunderstandings

® convey emotion: changes in volume can
express passion, urgency, or calmness,
making the presentation more impactful

Variety: Tone, Pitch, Intonation
® add expressiveness fo the speaker’s delivery,
helping fo convey nuances
® make the discussion more dynamic and

impactful

e Make gestures intentional and meaningful.
Avoid distracting movements such as fidgefing,
cracking knuckles, playing with hair, efc.

® Ensure your gestures and posture are
balanced and not overly exaggerated.

* Move with purpose. Move to different areas fo
connect with different parts of the audience.
Avoid blocking visuals or screens.

o Stand still when delivering crifical information
to convey confidence and focus.

e Avoid distracting movements suc as pacing,
swaying, rocking, or continuously shifting
weight.

e Avoid speaking too quickly or too slowly.
Maintain a steady pace that allows the
audience to follow along easily.

o Adjust your pace to match the content of your
speech. Slow down for complex or critical
information.

e Avoid hesitations, fillers, and repetitions.
Maintain smooth, confident speech by
eliminating pauses such as “um” or “like”.

e Use pauses strategically to highlight important
points and give the audience time fo absorb
the information. They also help you gather
your thoughts and maintain control over your
delivery. Pauses can be powerful tools for
emphasis and clarity.

* Ensure your voice is loud enough to reach the
entire audience without straining your voice.

e Adjust your volume to emphasize key points
and convey emotions. Vary your volume fo
highlight important ideas and reflect the fone
of your message.

* Avoid monotony: vary your volume to prevent
a monotonous delivery. Changes in volume
can make your speech more engaging.

e Use changes in tone and pitch to highlight
important points and make them stand out.
This draws attention to crucial information and

enhances understanding.




o prevent monotony and make your o Use emphasis strategically: emphasize

Tt | keywords and phrases with variations in
presentation more dynamic _
o clarify meaning: intonation helps to indicate | F‘"’Ch :frucli :ﬁ:e:z:b)i’:ur message more
the speaker’s aftitude and infentions, aiding in Impa :

the correct interpretation of their message

e jmprove engagement: A varied vocal -
delivery creates a more engaging and lively

discussion, which can better capture and hold
the audience's interest.

Presence: Presence involves strong control of both physical a

rapport with the audience, and maintaining lively sense o
command of the presentation process.

nd vocal elements, establishing effective
{ communication. It reflects your overqll

Appearance: Your appearance creates the first impression and conveys professionalism and seriousness,
enhancing your credibility from the start. Dress

ing professionally and aligning your degree of formality
with the context of your presentation reflect both credibility and respect for your audience.
Using Notes Effectively:

* Prepare notecards

- Keep the number of notecards minimal not to overwhelm yourself and lose focus.
- Keep notes brief. Use bullet points to highlight key points.
- Number your cards for easy reference.

- Use different colors for different parts.

less professional.
e Use notes as a guide

- Stick to small notecards. Avoid using A4 paper, notebooks, iPads, or phones, as they can appear

- Notes should be a safety net, not something you cling to. Avoid reading directly from them.
- Hold notecards at waist level. Avoid waving them around or fumbling with papers.

[ TASK 4: Over to You - Physical Delivery Practice

Give a quick 30-60 second speech about something from your own life. This could be about:

e your family / friends

® your pef

e anything you enjoy or dislike

e your favorite hobbies or acfivities

e a memorable event or experience

e your daily routine or a fypical day in your life

e your high school / depariment / dormitory
e your goals or future aspirations

e things that make you happy or upset
e a book, movie, or music that you enjoy

A R —




As you deliver your speech,
e maintain good posture: Stand upright with a strong, open posture to show confidence and presence.
Stand still while speaking, avoiding unnecessary movements (like swaying or shifting weight).

o make eye contact: Maintain eye contact with different members of the class. Focus on one person at
a time, slowly moving from left o right across the room. Avoid looking down, up or fo the side.

L/ TASK 4: Over to You - Vocal Delivery Practice

Part 1: Below are some sentences designed to help you practice intonation patterns to emphasize specific parts
of a sentence. With your partner, follow these steps:
1. Read each sentence aloud, taking furns emphasizing the highlighted part (e.g., subject, time, action,

object, place).
2. Discuss how the change in emphasis shifts the focus or tone (surprised, irritated, sarcastic, efc.) in the

senfence.

Example (Subject and Time Focused):

“I cannot believe you did this to your partner right before your anniversary.”

Stressing I: Shows personal disbelief or emphasis on the speaker.
Stressing you: Accuses or highlights the person addressed.

Stressing your pariner: Emphasizes the impact on the partner.

Stressing right before your anniversary: Highlights.the timing, showing disbelief or frusiration about the
poor choice of moment, emphasizing the sensitivity of the occasion.

Prachice Sentences:

1. Subject Focused: John forgot to bring the documents to the meeting.

2. Time Focused: We arrived late to the party and missed the cake.

3. Action Focused: She baked a cake for the entire office.

4. Object Focused-1: They gifted her a beautiful necklace for her birthday.
5. Object Focused-2: They gifted her a beautiful necklace for her birthday.
6. Place Focused: The team celebrated their victory at the park.

Part 2: Below are two paragraphs without any punctuation marks. To explore the importance of pausing,
hollow these steps:

l. Read each paragraph aloud exactly as written, without adding any pauses or considering where
punctuation marks might go. Focus on maintaining a continuous flow as you read.

2. Reflect on how the lack of pauses affects the clarity of the message. Did it make the meaning ambiguous
or confusing?

3. Reread the paragraphs, this time adding pauses where they make sense. Notice how pausing changes
the meaning and enhances understanding.

Tl R .
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The cat chased the mouse John watched amazed the cat caught it but let it go Sarah I_uugh.ed and called |
out can you bring Red and Blue a moment later John refurned with two tubes of acrylic paint Sarah

stared at him | meant the cats John blinked and said oh | thought you wanted to finish the painting and
they both started laughing

!

N

O

| like eating my grandma and the cats always sit nearby watching carefully Sarah said ﬂ'ni% at dinner and
everyone froze unsure of what she really meant the conversation moved on cw_fkwa rdly u_n'r|| Sarah added
| enioy cooking my friends always love my recipes but the room fell silent again as her friends exchanged
nervous glances

A J

v 4 TASK 5: Watch two sample student presentations using the QR Code. Focus on the style of presentersin
E.I terms of the elements of physical and vocal delivery given above. Write the positive and negative aspecis

in the table below.
(5] %3 [3]
e
E cmen fd
Student 1 Student 2
: Eye Contact
O
«» | Facial Expression
>—
i Posture & Gestures
-
Pace & Fluency
5 Voice & Volume
O |
= | Variety: Pitch, Intonation, |
Tone
Presence
——--l-""".'.“r
Appearance

Wy ~ A—————————
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7/ TASK 6: Watch a sample presentation that exemplifies effective delivery and answer the questions on
C‘ the following page:

1. Did the speaker’s delivery style match the content and purpose of the presentation? Why or why not?
9. What delivery elements stood out the most to you, and why do you think they were effective? |
3. What specific aspects of the speaker’s delivery would you like to incorporate in your presentations?

Wl'l)'?

3. Parts of a Presentation

[ro)
Introduction
Purpose: to introduce the topic and set the tone and purpose of the presentation
Components: | | _
— self introduction = mtmducmg the fopIC
— integrating a feaser — statement of the purpose i

(attenfion-getting fechnique} — outlining key points
{ Remember: Not all the components are necessary in every presentation. Depending on the CAP,
* ol of the components, excepf for infroducing the fopic, can be left out.

Body

Purpose: to present the main points and support them

| Components: _
i- ~ organized sections with clear headings
- — supporting defails: evidence/explanations/ examples
!
i Conclusion |
" Purpose: fo recap the main points to reinforce the message
By

‘Components: !

~ concluding strategy (memorable remark)
— invitation to questions e
— reference list i

5 fg@nc[udlng signal |

- concise restatement of main

 poins (summary ' e P
Remember: Not all the components are necessary in every presentation. Depending on i Gl

all f'%am'mnenh,-mcept for the concluding slgnql, can be .leﬂ-qqh; -1.__}# O
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3.1. Introduction

The introduction of a presentation is important to sef the fone ar;dkcaprur.e :ht?r.h m:ieilrlicses:::rgjn .htjiir:ﬁ?:s
| ' and key poinis NG ; g the
the initial framework by clearly stating the topic, purpose, ablichs cmilf
| ion is also where a presenter can establish credibility gnd
‘ nderstand what to expect. The introduction is a . _ |
Ezﬁ::le?:::ort :.rith the listeners. NF;w, let's explore each of these essential elements in more detail to understand
how they contribute to a strong and engaging introduction.

A brief self-introduction helps establish credibility, engage the audience, and create
a personal connection. To do this:

* keep it short and to the point, |
e highlight relevant experience, expertise, or personal connection to the subject.

P&mﬁng with a clear statement of the topic immediately signals to the audience
at the presentation will cover. This helps grab their attention and sets expectations from the beginning.
To do this:

* keep it simple and direct—avoid vague or overly complex openings.

_Stuiing the purpose helps explain why the topic you are addressing matters

to your audience and makes them understand the significance of the content. To do this:
* be specific about the relevance of the topic fo the audience.

OURRERERREE his i< where you give a brief overview of the main ideas or sections you will cover

In your presentation. It helps prepare your audience for the content they will be exposed to, making it |
easier for them to follow your message. To do this:

* think of this as a “roadmap” for the
how the information will unfold,

* keep it simple and include only the main points.

presentation—it helps the audience know what to expect and

. Integrating a Teaser: In some presentations, such '

lan affention-gefting technique) might be essentiq
fhe outset. The role of q t ' |

, In more formal or dt::uh:l-c:!ri"«r'.&n-E
‘may be more appropriate, focusing
or the introduction to the context, audience




Considering the topic of your presentation, your style and the natural flow of ideas/arguments, you can choose

the most appropriate feaser from the ones given below.

Strategy

Example

1. Giving an Anecdote:
A personal story can create
a connection and make the
topic more relatable.

Presentation Topic: Cybersecurity and Digital Protection

“Imagine waking up one morning, reaching for your phone, and realizing
you're locked out of every account—emails, social media, even your bank
app. That sinking feeling hit me hard last year when | discovered my
entire digital presence had been wiped clean overnight. | felf helpless and
vulnerable. But as | worked to piece everything back together, | gained
valuable insights info cybersecurity—insights I'm excited to share with you
today fo help protect you from a similar experience.”

2. Asking a Rhetorical
Question:
Posing a thought-provoking
question can immediately
engage the audience’s

Presentation Topic: The Future of Renewable Energy

"Have you ever wondered what the world would be like if we could
harness the full potential of renewable energy? As climate issues rise and
resources run low, renewable energy offers hope for a sustainable future.
Today, we'll explore the possibiliies and challenges that lie ahead.”

requires a short answer.

curiosity.
3. Asking a Question: Presentation Topic: The Impact of Excessive Screen Time
Asking a quick question that | #Good morning, everyone! Let me start by asking you a quick question:

How many of you use your phone for more than 4 hours a day? Quick
hands up please. [Pause for response] It might seem like a lot, but when
we consider how much time we spend checking emails, scrolling through
social media, or watching videos, it quickly adds up. This constant screen
time can have serious consequences on our health, focus, and relationships.
Today, we'll take a closer look at those impacts and explore some pracfical
strategies to reduce our screen time and live more intentionally.”
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4. Using a Quote:
Using a powerful quote
can lend authority to your
presenfation and resonate

with the audience.

Presentation Topic: The Role of Imagination in Technology and Innovation

“As Albert Einstein once said, ‘Imagination is more important than
knowledge. In the world of technology, imagination fuels the breakthroughs
that shape our future, turning ideas into reality. Today, we'll delve info how
imagination drives technological advancements and sparks innovation.”

5. Using Facts and Statistics:
Presenfing a surprising
statistic can highlight the
significance of your topic.

Presentation Topic: Global Food Waste and Its Environmental Impact

“Did you know that over 1.3 billion tons of food is wasted globally each
year? Although it sounds unrealistic, according to the 2023 report of the
Food and Agriculture Organization, intentionally or not, we produce this
much waste. To help visualize this, it's equivalent to nearly a third of all the
food produced for human consumption worldwide. Today, we'll discuss
oracfical strategies to reduce food waste and its profound impact on our

planet.”

R
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r6. Incorporating Humor: Presentation Topic: Data Analytics and Its Accessibility |
Light, appropriate humor
can ease tension, foster
connection, and make the
audience more receptive.

T
“They say there are three kinds of people in the world: those who are
good at math and those who aren’t. Today, let's dive into the fascinating
world of data analytics, but no worries, no advanced math is required!”

7. Using Visual or Audio Presentation Topic: The Power of Branding
Materials:

Engaging the senses with
a striking image, video or

Audio: Playing a short clip of a robotic voice interacting seamlessly with a
human in a presentation on the future of Al.

_ | Visual: Showing an image of two simple, iconic logos: Nike's swoosh and
sound can immediately Apple’s apple in a presentation on the power of branding.
captivate the audience's Audio and Visual: Showing an image of a freshly brewed cup of coffee, |
aftention. paired with the sound of it being poured into a cup and soft background
café noises in a presentation on the influence of sensory markefing.

8. Using Props: Presentation Topic: The Value of Access and Opportunity
Introducing an object that

u-
’ “Have you ever thought about how something as simple as a key can |
“”5'{“")’ represenfs your change your life? This small object in my hand isn’t just for unlockin
fopic might spark inferest doors—it symbolizes access, opportunity, and potential. Just as this key
und‘curmsify among the opens locked spaces, having the right resources can open new pathways in
audience. both personal and professional growth. Today, we'll explore how gaining
access fo the right knowledge and tools can unlock new opportunities for i
innovation and success.” '

9. Giving a Scenario or

Hypothetical Situation:

Presenting a “what if”

Presentation Topic: Clean Water Crisis and Its Societal Impact

“Imagine a world where we no longer have access to clean drinking water.

] X What would society look like? Health crises would increase, sanitafion E
sce;urm E”C;‘:”'Egef’ ! e" systems would break down, and daily life would become a struggle for |
audience fo think crifically | syrvival. Society would be unrecognizable, and the consequences would
about possible outcomes.

be devcsﬂ.:ﬂing. Today, we'll discuss the crucial steps we must take now to
prevent this disaster from becoming our reality.”

10.Making a Dramatic
Statement: “In just 30 years, we may be facin ld wh ire cifi
Making a bold claim right | Atmbl Y g a worla where entire cities are

ngh underwater. What we do today will determine our future. So, today we'll
from the start creates Inirigue | discyss the actions we need to take before it's too late ”
and sefs a dramatic tone for

the presentation.

Presentation Topic: Climate Change and Rising Sea Levels

1f you are re uired ko use a beaser A your ntroduction, it is suqqested that

you give it before revealing the EaFi.c nf your Fresentatiuh. You wneed to gmb
the ottention of the audience from the very begi.hhi.hg.

e
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While a good teaser can capture the audience’s attention, it is equally important fo avoid ineffective feasers
that may hinder engagement. A teaser can fail if it is:

» too lengthy, causing the audience to lose interest before the main content,

o unclear or vague, as it confuses rather than intrigues,

» irrelevant, leaving the audience feeling disconnected from the topic.

B TASK 7: In which of the following contexts would a teaser be appropriate a the beginning of the
presentation?

a. Conference presentation

b. Keynote speech at a conference

c. TEDTalk

d. Project presentation at the workplace
e. Chapter presentation in class

f. Project presentation in front of a jury

E./ TASK 8: Waich the following video featuring several alternative teasers for the same presentation fopic

“cultured meat” and match the sample teasers with the strategies above. Then, analyze the fechniques

used to engage the audience and discuss which teaser you found the most effective/appealing and why.
[=]iA =]

] g e

[=]

Teaser 1:
Teaser 2:
Teaser 3:

Teaser 4:

Teaser 5:

Teaser 6:
See Appendix 2 for the scripts of the videos.

E' TASK 9: Waich three different introduction samples on the same topic “cultured meat”. As you watch,
identify the key components and their organization in the infroduction. You may refer to the components

of the infroduction given on p. 65

(=], [=]
O}
Introduction 1:
Introduction 2:
Infroduction 3:

See Appendix 3 for the scripts of the videos.




Tips for an Effective Infroduction
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o Start with a strong opening statement
or teaser that captures the audience’s
attention and makes an immediate
impact.

Make an Impact

Integrate the Teaser into the Rest of the
Introduction

* |fyou use a teaser at the beginning,
ensure it flows naturally info the rest of
your introduction. Avoid leaving the
teaser hanging; connect it to your main
message o maintain clarity.

Establish Connection with the Audience

e This connection helps engage them and

makes your presentation more relatable.

Keep the Introduction Concise

 Aim for a brief and impactful
infroduction. A lengthy introduction can
cause the audience to lose attention
before you even dive info your main
points. Focus on delivering essential
information clearly.

Clearly State Your Message/Purpose

o Clearly articulate the main message or
purpose of your presentation. Let your
audience know what fo expect and why
i's important, providing a roadmap for
the rest of your talk.

Outline Your Main Points

e Briefly state the main ideas to show the
audience the flow of your presentation

X

o Avoid saying sorry or explaining your
weaknesses at the start. Instead, focus
on presenting your topic confidently and
posifively, seffing the right tone for your
presentation.

Do not Apologize or Make Excuses

Do not Rush

o Take your time when delivering your
introduction. A rushed start can confuse
the audience and diminish the impact of
your message.

Do not Give Unnecessary Self-Introductions

o Tailor your infroduction to the context
and audience. Avoid lengthy personal
introductions that may not be relevant.
Focus on what matters to your audience.
Do not unnecessarily introduce yourself if
everyone already knows you/if you have
been introduced by someone else.

g ——



EJ‘ TASK 11: Over to You - Infroduction Practice

Step 1: In your groups, choose one of the topics below:
o The benefits of e-readers

o How pets improve mental well-being

o The role of Al in everyday life

e How listening to podcasts can broaden perspectives

P

o The role of hobbies in reducing screen time
o The benefits of starting your day with a morning routine
e How reading fiction enhances empathy

o The benefits of staycations (exploring your city as a tourist)

Step 2: Brainstorm ideas and create an engaging infroduction for a presentation. In your infroduction, make
sure you include all the essential components:

_h Rérrii_ndérs: _ |
] Greeﬁng the Gudience. o USE uppropriq‘[‘e signposﬁng

o Integrating an effective teaser to grab attention. language to guide the audience.
¢ Infroducing the topic clearly. e Maintain an appropriate fone
o Outlining the main points. and body language.

* Keep it concise and clear.

Step 3: When you are ready, choose one group member to deliver the infroduction in front of the class.
Following the presentation, the instructor and classmates will provide constructive feedback on the following:

o Clarity and structure of the infroduction.

e Fffectiveness of the teaser.

e Relevance of the outline.

3.2. Body

The body of a presentation is where the main ideas are developed and elaborated upon, serving as the heart
of the presentation.

Elaboration }

To convey the key message effectively, content must be clear, structured, and supported by relevant examples
or data. Organizational patterns such classification, cause and effect, problem and solution, or topical
approaches help ensure clarity and make complex ideas easier to understand. For example, a cause-and-

?Hect pattern explains the relationship between actions and outcomes. Similarly, a topical approach organizes
information by themes or categories.

W rssl S 7




Considering the CAP principle, the thoughtful combination of these organizational patterns with diverse
supporting fechniques, presenters can create maximum impact.

Below are the types of supporting techniques to ufilize in presentations:

o Examples & Anecdotes: Provide specific instances or personal sfories to illustrate key points, making the
content more relatable and memorable.

o Statistics & Facts: Use research data or factual information to add credibility and reinforce the message.

e Definitions & Explanations & Comparisons: Explain key ferms or concepts clearly, and draw comparisons
to help the audience understand new ideas by relating them fo familiar ones.

e Testimonies & Expert Opinions: Include insights from experts in the field to enhance the credibility of the
argument.

e Visual Support: Incorporate charts, graphs, images, or videos to visually represent information and
enhance audience understanding and engagement.

E'/ TASK 12: Below is a video showcasing various supporting fechniques utilized by the presenters. As you

watch the video, write the number of the excerpt next to the corresponding supporting technique used in
it.

o

olzisy
Supporting Techniques Sample Number
a. Citing Expert Opinion

b. Using Graphs
¢. Using a Chart

d. Using an Image

e. Referring fo an Article / Study

f. Using a Personal Example




E/‘ TASK 13: Read the following excerpt from the body of a presentation on “future-proofing” (a new
trend where individuals prioritize financial stability when choosing a pariner). Carefully review the list
of supporting statements provided and decide which ones best strengthen the main ideas in the fext.
Insert your chosen supporting statements into the numbered places in the excerpt o create a cohesive
and well-supported argument. Justify your choices by explaining how each detail sirengthens the overall

message.

To begin, lets talk about why financial stability has climbed to the fop of the
priority list in dating. Many people today consider financial stability an essential and
non-negotiable factor when looking for a partner. Think about that for a second.
One significant reason for this is the economic uncertainty that defines modern life.

1) This means that choosing a financially stable partner is no longer just abouf
material comfort—its about survival in an unpredictable world. This is especially valid for the
ones, you know, thinking serious. 2) Economic pressures like rising living costs,

inflation, and mounting debts weigh heavily on individuals, particularly younger generafions. These
challenges often extend into relationships, shaping how people evaluate compatibility. Many now
seek a partner who can share in the responsibility of managing financial hurdles and provide
both emotional and practical support. For instance, discussions about financial goals, which
were once considered inappropriate or awkward, are now becoming a natural part of dafing.
3) These conversations help people determine whether they are aligned with
their partners outlook on money and future planning. This shift highlights how financial stability
has evolved info a cornerstone of modern relationships.

Supporting Statements:

a. A 2023 report from the American Psychological Association (APA) found that financial stress is one of the
leadling obstacles to maintain a decent life.

b. Dr. Helen Fisher, a biological anthropologist who studies relationships, explains that “economic instability
pushes people fo prioritize security in all aspects of life, including relationships.”

¢. This frend is reshaping dating through the rise of “pragmatic dating apps.” Whitney Moore, a couple’s
therapist, highlighted in a recent interview that they’ve introduced features allowing users fo highlight
financial goals on their profiles. For example, someone might indicate that they are “Saving for a house”
or “Debt-free.” These features cater fo this growing demand for financial compatibility.

d. To illustrate this, let me share a chart. The chart shows that in 2015, only 15% of couples discussed finances
before becoming serious. Fast forward to 2024, and that number has jumped to 46%. This is a significant
cultural shift, driven by the desire to future-proof relationships.

e. According to a 2024 article in Forbes, financial topics like debt, savings, and even credit scores are being
discussed earlier than ever. The article quotes Dr. John Goftman, a relationship expert, who states that
“financial conversations, when approached early, can build trust and foster a stronger foundation.” This
shows that people are prioritizing openness about money.
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.. And now, because storage options are unlimited, it's almost too easy to keep saving

things.

There are different opinions about why digital hoarding happfns. Some argue its
because digital storage is very convenient. So why bother delefing anyfhllng? ther_s suggest
there’s an emotional side to it, like worrying you might delete something thats secr:'e’rly lmpor.'h_mt
But honestly, it might just be a habit that people develop over time. I've r:ead claims that digital
hoarding can affect mental health, but its hard fo say how much impact if reallly has. After all,
everything in life affects our mental health In one way or another these days, right?

Theres also the environmental side of the situation. All that data being stored doesnt just sit
there—it needs servers and data centers, and those use a lot of electricity. Its easy to ignore
this, but the energy consumption of data cenfers can add up and cause serious problems. And
then theres the clutter. When you open your phone or computer and see a chaotic mess of files
everywhere, it can feel overwhelming. Actually, research suggest that human beings have an
incredible skill to adapt to new or difficult situations. Its not exactly pleasant, but its something
we've kind of learned to live with. So, while digital hoarding might not seem like a big deal, its
worth thinking about from time fo time.

1. Which ideas are presented to support this message?
2. What techniques are used in the paragraph that help to elaborate on ideas?

3. Do you think the types of support used (examples, descriptions, etc.) are effective in conveying the
main message? Why or why not?

B TASK 15: Now analyze the improved version of the same sample. First identify the differences and then

answer the question that follow.

~. This phenomenon mirrors traditional hoarding, the one we see on reality TV shows,
where people feel an emotional attachment to items they don't

actually need.

But whats driving this behavior? Well, part of it is psychological. Researchers suggest
that digital hoarding is often linked to a fear of losing valuable information or memories. For
example, how many of us keep old emadils or duplicate photos Just in case’? Its a small aci" but
over fime, it adds up and, naturally, creates an overwhelming clutter in our digital lives Lef'; not

Causes. Recent studies from the Journal
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E,-/ TASK 16

Step 1: Go through five different overviews for a 15-minute presentafion on Remote Wor:k; each offering q
unique perspective on the same topic. Then, match the sample outlines with their corresponding organizationg|

pattern(s) that follow.

; Druwbud(s of Remote Work y %@* * Benefits of Remote Work
) 4 . :
e Communication: Traditional Office ~ o Personal benefits: Flexible working
vs. Remote Work | hours |
* Productivity: Traditional Office o Corporate benefits: Cost saving

vs. Remote Work
e Social Interaction

o

Challenges of Remote Work

® Initial Challenges (When remote work first became popular)

e Technology setup and adaptation was a challenge.
 Overcoming resistance to change

B Evolving Problems (As remote work became more mainstream)
¢ Decline in team collaboration
o Work-life boundaries becoming blurred

B Current Challenges (Modern drawbacks)
* |ncreased burnout and isolation

e Mental health concerns related to remote work

. T " [ |
m—— S —— e 2 a
- = _.-l-d_—_- ! - "

i W o R 3

s " Future of Remote Work % The Rise of Remote Work
" o Introduction ° How it started
° Impact of Al e Why it is essential
e Conclusion ° Impact on company culture
* References * Impact of global economy
e —E———— TSR S : ___,,WJT;‘TM
Sample Overview Organizational Pattern

Chronological - traces development from the past fo present

Problem-Solution — presents problems or drawbacks

Comparison — presents problems by highlighting differences

Cause-Effect — points to an effect resulting from the cause

Topical - gives different categories







Cohesion in Presentations: Signposting Language

Transitions and signposfing language are essential for maintaining the flow and coherence of a presentation

They act as bridges between different points, guiding the audience through the narrative and ensuring a logical

ression of ideas. Signposting language, which includes phrases, clauses or even sentences, provides
clear markers that inform the audience about what fo expect next. This helps prevent confusion and allows the

audience fo follow the presenter’s train of thought smoothly.

To begin with, As we move on, Now let's turn to the next point.

To illustrate, If we consider the data, This brings us fo the next section.

As a result, Given that point, "d like to draw your attention fo an l
important detail. ~

Signposts are helpful in speeches because they: |

e Increase audience engagement: They keep your audience engaged and
attentive throughout your presentation.

 Enhance comprehension: They provide structure and clarity, making if  Let me start by...
easier for the audience fo understand and remember your key points. =

e Ensure smooth flow: They help maintain a continuous and logical flow in
your speech bridging different parts of your presentation.

. To conclude...

¢ Reinforce key messages: They reinforce critical themes, emphasizing the
primary takeaways for improved memory.

e Guide the audience: They function as navigational indications, assisting
the audience in successfully following and maintaining your presentation.

Study the fable below for the detailed list of signposting language in different stages of the presentations:

Substage Signposting Language

Greeting the audience  Good morning/afternoon/evening, everyone.
Hello, everyone. Thank you for being here.

Welcome to today’s presentation.

Hi, everyone. It's great to see you all.

Thank you for joining us today.

'm happy to have this chance to speak to you today about...

| am honored to have the opportunity to share with you here today...

Infroducing yourself  Let me introduce myself. My name is...
For those of you who don’t know me, I'm...
'm [Your Name] and I'm here to talk about...
My name is [Your Name], and I'm excited to share with you...

L0 = 10O C OO0 o a Z -
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Today's talk will cover !hréé; :'i *ﬁ_: eas.
I'll begin by..., then I'll move or iq it
The presen’ruhon is divided i lﬁfo BN s,

| have divided my talk into ... parts, e _,:.l
First, | will..., second..., and IEISHY.-.H J;«.-!‘

: ’ff_;iy‘mf lly.

Let's begin with a brief overview of... -:.-’ ; g
Let's move on to the next section...

So let me start by explaining...

Now, let's take a look at...

The next point I'd like to discuss is...

Moving on fo...

I'd now like to talk about...

Another aspect of this is. ..

This leads us fo the next important point, which is...
To draw a connection between these two ideas,

This acts as a bridge between...

This supports the earlier point about...

To show how this builds upon the last idea,

A clear link can be seen when we examine..

To put this into perspective with what | menhoned eerher, :
Let me highlight how this ties back to our initial discussion. i&
By looking at this side by side with the earlier point, we mﬁ o
To further clarify this connection, e

To conclude this section,
That's all for this part. Let's move on to the next topic.
This concludes the first part of my presentation.

So far, we've discussed/looked at...
This wraps up...

Now that we have seen..., let me move on to...
Having covered..., now P Rmelt attention fe

This is significant because...
The reason for this is...

This indicates that...

The implication here is...
What this means is...
Where does that lead us?
Why is this important?




Giving examples For instance,...
Let me illustrate this with an example.

To illustrate this point, let's have o look at...

A good example of this is...
To give you an example,...
Take, for example, ...

Referring backwards ~ Referring back to what we discussed earlier, ...
and forwards As mentioned earlier, ...

As | pointed out in the first section,...

You may recall/remember that | said...

Just fo repeat what | said earlier, ...

Looking back at...,

n the next section, we will see...

| talk more about this later.

Paraphrasing and n other words, ..
clarifying To put it simply, ...
What I'm saying is that...,
Let me rephrase that.

To clarify, ...
So what I'm saying is...

Summarizing and In summary,...

concluding To sum up, ...

In conclusion, ...
To wrap up,...
Finally,...

So far... I

Let's summarize briefly what we have looked at.

Finally, let me remind you of some of the issues we’ve covered.

I'd like to conclude by leaving you with this thought...

Invitation fo discuss/ ~ Does anyone have any questions?
ask questions

7 T e A o L AR @ S G

'd be happy to answer any questions now.

f you have any questions, I'll be happy to answer them.
et’s open the floor for questions. |

Any questions or comments?
Please feel free to ask questions. ‘

W-%M
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EE'/ TASK 17: Read the transcript of a presentation given on The Manipulation of Woke Culture below and:

a. identify specific examples of signposting language used in the introduction and body of the presentation.
How does this language guide the audience and enhance understanding?

b. discuss the alternative signposting language that can be used without disrupting its flow.

Good morning, everyone! Let me start by introducing myself. My name is Tory Keatfing,
and foday, I am going to talk about a timely and thought-provoking topic, but before
giving you The details, 1d like to ask you something. Have you ever scrolled through

social media, seen a company or public figure promoting social justice, and thought fo

yourself.. Wait, is this real or just for the show? I mean, how often do these messages
actually reflect genuine concern for social issues, and how often are they just, you know, fools
to gain popularity or boost profits? Well, thats exactly what we are going to explore foday — fhe
manipulation of woke culfure. Woke culture originally started as a movement fo raise awareness
about social injustices and promote equality, but somewhere along the way, things got a little
complicated. So, today, I will first falk about the positive aspects of woke culfure — because, lets
be honest. theres a lot of good thats come out of it. Then, I will change focus and look at how this
movement sometimes gets twisted and manipulated for, well, not-so-noble purposes.

Alright, lets start with the positive aspects of woke culture. First of all, it has brought attention fo
some very important issues — issues that, for far too long, were brushed under the rug. You Know,
things like racial inequality, gender discrimination, and LGBTQ+ rights. By promoting social jusfice,
equality, and inclusivity, woke culture has helped start important conversations and encouraged
society o see and address the discriminafion that Is often overlooked. This awareness is key fo
questioning old systems of power and working toward a fair world. Take the Black Lives Matter
movement, for example. It has been a bridge highlighting racial injustices, leading to global protests,
and driving much-needed conversations around race relations. And its not just talk — we've seen
legislative changes and more focus on law enforcement practices because of it. Next, lets look af
another powerful movement: the #MeToo movement. 1 am sure most of you have heard about it.
By empowering survivors fo speak ouf, it has sparked a global call on issues of harassment and
abuse. As the Harvard International Review highlights in a 2024 article, the movement has not only
challenged societal norms but also reshaped narratives around acceptable behavior, creating a global
call for accountability and systemic change. Moving on, lets not forget LGBTQ+ rights. We have
seen huge victories there too — like the legalization of same-sex marriage and greater visibility for
transgender individuals. What's crucial here is this: It is giving power to marginalized communities
and creating a more inclusive world. I know its too idealistic to call it an inclusive world, but baby

steps, right?

And in a parallel universe, while all of this is happening, there is another side to the story. Woke
culture, for all of its power and influence, sometimes finds itself.. hijacked. Now, let me explain what
I mean. First, some companies suddenly start using woke language in their ads and social media
accounts. They create these big, heartfelt campaigns, but if you fake a closer look, their actual
business practices have not changed. This is called “woke-washing” — using social justice language as
a cover-up for bad behavior. Its not just companies, though. Politicians ~hard to believe, I know- do
the same thing. They use all the right buzzwords in their campaigns, falking about climate change,




racial justice, and LGBTQ+ rights. However, heres the catch: But once they've secured the position,
their actions dont always mafch up with their promises. This is not just an isolated issue. In 2020,
the Center for Political Accountability examined this trend and found that these inconsistencies are
not just common, but they are often part of a larger trend of corporate and political hypocrisy. This
highlights the critical issue that, despite the public push for change, the actions of those in power
often fail to reflect the values they claim to support, undermining public trust and the progress of
important social movements. This kind of manipulation does not just feel fake — it can actually hurt

the movement. What I mean is that when people start to see through if, they become cynical, which

makes it harder for real activists to gain the support they need.

And this marks the end of my presentation. So far, we have explored woke culture from different ’1
perspectives: the positive change its brought about, and, of course, the ways it can be manipulated.
And I quess the takeaway here is this — woke culture can drive meaningful progress, but it is up to all
of us to make sure it stays authentic. So, next fime you see a woke message, pause for a second. Ask
vourself: Is this real? Or is it just another well-designed strategy? Because if we can learn fo spot
the difference and continue to support genuine activism, we can keep this momentum going and move
in the right direction. And remember this: real activism is about action, consistency, and accountability

— not just catchy slogans and viral campaigns. Thank you all so much for listening. Id love fo hear your
thoughts or answer any questions you might have!

C./ TASK 18: Examine the transcript for the body part of a presentation on Cultured Meat critically and fil
in the table that follows.

When you consider how much land, water, and resources go into raising animals for food,
cultured meat just seems like the smarter option. I believe that we can completely
overhaul the way we produce food and make it more sustainable. And I find it Inspiring
that this technology could reduce the need for factory farming altogether. Who wouldnt

support an inifiative that simultaneously benefits animal welfare and the environment. right?
According to a 2023 article on hereforanimals.com, there is no risk of contamination from dirty farms
or harmful chemicals in the production. So, we can say cultured meat offers additional advantages.
Because it is produced in a controlled environment. The end-product is healthier than traditional meat
and I believe this is another important thing to mention when we talk about sustainability. I mean, isnt

it clear that we should all be switching to cultured meat as soon as possible? After all, who wouldrt
want fo make a choice thats better for both the planet and the animals?

When you fake info account the ethical implications, its hard to argue against cultured meat. Think
about the number of animals we could save. The development of this fechnology brings us closer to
a world with less animal suffering. Isnt it extremely exciting fo think about how important this shift
could be for the future of food? Well, cultured meat has the pofential fo address many environmental
and ethical challenges weTe facing. For example, Wikipedia states that cultured meat is significantly

better for the environment. Just imagine—if everyone started eafing cultured meat tomorrow, wed
probably solve climate change in no fime. Plus, when you think

about i, it is the only humane choice
because animals would not have fo suffer anymore.
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Tips for an Effective Body

UH“HNMNM““\I/&

Organize Your Content

®* Use a clear organizational pattern (e.g., definition, chronological, topical, compare-confras,
cause-effect, or problem-solution) to structure your main points logically, making it easier for your

audience to follow along.
Limit Key Points
® Focus on fwo to three main ideas to avoid overwhelming your audience. This helps keep your
presentation clear and manageable.

Elaborate Effectively

* Take the time to explain the main points with detailed elaboration. Incorporate various fypes
of support, such as statistics, quotes, and examples, to back up your main ideas and enhance

credibility.
Use Clear Transitions

* Guide your audience through your presentation by using clear transitions between points. Phrases
like “Moving on to our next point” or “Now let's explore...” can help maintain flow.

Engage with Visuals

® Use visuals like charts, graphs, or images to reinforce your message and keep your audience
engaged. Make sure they are relevant and easy to understand.

Be Mindful of Timing

® Allocate time wisely and proportionately for each section of your body to ensure you cover all key
points without rushing or running over time.

NHEVMEREIINEA e o

3.3. Conclusion

Conclusions in presentations are employed fo reinforce key messages and leave a lasting impression. While
some conclusions require all the components, some others may include certain elements. The presenter should
decide how to structure the conclusion based on the CAP or skip a conclusion altogether if appropriate.

Here are several effective concluding strategies (memorable remarks) for the conclusion part of a
presentation:

Strategy Example

1. Call to Action: “Now that you're aware of the food waste crisis,
| urge you to start implementing small changes in
your daily habits, such as reducing waste at home

and supporting sustainable food practices.”

Encouraging the audience fo take specific action
based on the presentation’s message, whether it
is implementing a solution, making a decision, or
further exploring the topic.
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8 TASK 20: Watch the following video featuring several alternative concluding strategies for the same
presentation topic: “cultured meat” and match the sample teasers with the strategies above.

Concluding Strategy 1:

Concluding Strategy 2:

Concluding Strategy 3:

Concluding Strategy 4:

Concluding Strategy 5:
Concluding Strategy 6:
See Appendix 5 for the scripts of the videos.

B TASK 21: You analysed three sample introductions in Task 9. Now, watch the conclusion of each of
those presentations and as you watch, identify the key components.

[=]

Conclusion 1:

Conclusion 2:

Conclusion 3:

See Appendix 6 for the scripts of the videos.

B TASK 22: Watch the different presentation conclusions on various topics. As you watch:

Rk

(=]

a. analyze how each presenter customizes their conclusion based on the type of presentation, its
purpose, and the context,

b. think about how these factors influence their approach/style,
c. choose your favorite conclusion and explain why.

See Appendix 7 for the scripts of the videos.

R R —



Tips for an Effective Introduction | Ay NN
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Make an Impact Do not Add New Points
o Use your conclusion as a powertul * Avoid infroducing new ideas or fopics in |
opportunity fo reiterate your main your conclusion. This is your opportunity '
arguments/themes to make a lasting to summarize and reinforce what you
impact on your audience. have already discussed
Express Gratitude Do not Rush
e Thank your audience for their time and o Take your fime as you conclude. A rushed
attention. This simple gesture can leave | ending can leave the audience feeling
a positive and respectful impression, | unsatisfied or confused. Pause fo let your |
making your conclusion feel more | key points be understood and to allow
personal and engaging. '_. for a smooth fransition to the end of your
Recapture Your Main Points Presenigiion |
| . | Do not Have Sudden Endings | !
o Emphasize your key points to reinforce ~ § -
the core message of your presentation. ° Do not abrupﬂy end with phruses
This helps ensure that the audience like “that’s it", or “thank you". Such |
leaves with a clear understanding of the | conclusions can sound cliché. Instead, |
essential takeaways. aim for a thoughtful closing. |

Refer fo the Beginning

e Connect your conclusion back to your
infroduction. This creates a sense of
cohesion in your presentation. You can
restate a key question or theme you
infroduced earlier.

Leave Them with a Memorable Idea

* Provide the audience with a memorable
thought or idea to ponder after your
presentation. This “food for thought” can
leave a lasting impression long after your
talk and encourage deeper reflection on
the fopic.




B TASK 23: Over to You - Conclusion Practice

Step 1: Come fogether with your classmates you worked in Task 11 and this fime create a strong conclusion
for the same topic. In your conclusion, make sure you include all the essential components:

* Signaling the end of the presentation (making a concluding statement]
* Summarizing the main points briefly

® Including a concluding strategy/a memorable remark

® Thanking the audience

° Inviting questions

Step 2: When you are ready, choose a different group member to deliver the conclusion in front of the class.
Following the presentation, the instructor and classmates will provide constructive feedback on the following:

" Reminders: _
J hh;.___u#-u_u*uaeaua—_%
® Clarity and structure of the conclusion o Use appropriate signposfing
® Jirength of the summary and concluding sirategy language fo guide the audience.

® Maintain an appropriate fone
and body language.
o Keep it concise and clear.

e Relevance of the conclusion to the introduction

4. Visual Representation

4.1. Importance of Visual Aids in Presentations

Once the purpose, content, and stages of the presentation are set, you need to find ways to dramatize and
humanize your presentation to make it more relatable and effective. Dramatizing a presentation means not just
telling which points you would like to communicate, but also showing them and finding a vivid and memorable
way fo get your message across. While doing this, you need to remember that you are talking to actual people
and that engaging them throughout your performance is a major responsibility. This is the humanizing aspect
of your presentation.

To select the most appropriate fype of visual aid for your presentation, you need to identify the type of your
audience and consider the nature of your content.

Here are some common types of visual aids you can use to empower your presentation:

e Slides (PowerPoint, Google Slides, Prezi, Canva)
e |mages, photos, and drawings

e Videos/Audio clips

 Graphs and charts

e Models or objects
e Flipcharts and whiteboards

® Posters

* Infographics
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4.2. Designing Effective Presentations

Slides are one of the most commonly used visual aids to organize and present key points, images, and data.
When well-designed, they reinforce your spoken message and provide structure to your presentation. They
also give confidence to the speaker by serving as prompts or reminders fo keep the presentation on frack.
However, you must not become the slave of your slides and rely too much on them to fell the whole story.

The following are some tips for effective slide designs:

® Use fext sparingly. If your audience is concentrating on the written fext, they are less likely to give you
their complete attention. Think bullet points!

e Use a maximum of six points per slide and six words per point. The “joy of six” is a helpful rule of thumb,

* Consider preparing 2-3 slides per minute to keep your presentation more controlled. Remember that
the ideal number of slides to deliver in a presentation can be adapted based on the CAP and avoid

overloading your presentation with excessive use of slides.

® Ensure readability by limiting text in appropriate font size and style. You may want fo consider using
more reader-friendly fonts (Calibri, Times New Roman, Aerial, efc.) in more reader-friendly sizes (32
points or larger for headings and 24 points or larger for body text).

® Use the “floor test” for readability. Depending on the color and font size you select, the text may be
difficult fo read. Font size is important. Print a slide containing text, and place the page on the floor.
Can you read the slide from a standing position? If yes, then your audience can likely read it from their
seafs. If not, then the font size needs to be increased. If possible, preview your presentation in the room
you will be using or one that is similar. Be sure to check the view from the rear of the room.

* Be consistent in the design style (the presentation template), fonts, colors, backgrounds, and animations.

® Select colors with care. Use contrasting colors (e.g. light color for background-dark color for font). Often
there is a difference beiween how something looks on your computer screen and how it appears when
projected onto a screen or wall. If you can, preview your presentation ahead of time.

* Be selecfive in using visuals. Avoid using small-sized, pixelated, distorted and watermarked images.
Remember to place them meaningfully in your slides. Avoid using several images, especially GIFs, in the
same slide.

* Minimize or avoid animated fexts, sounds, fancy transitions and GIFs. These can be effective in certain
situations, but most are not appropriate to professional presentations as they often distract your audience

from the main points you are frying to make.

* Consider animating your bullets for the sole purpose of synchronizing your speech with the slides —call
each bullet with a simple animation and explain the content, then move on to the next one.

o Select the fype of grﬂphic that best suits the data or message you are presenting. For numerical data,
consider using bar charts, line graphs, or pie charts. For processes, flowcharts or diagrams might be
more appropriate.

o Ensure all bullet points follow a consistent grammatical structure -such as starting with verbs or noun
phrases- to maintain parallelism.

® Proofread your slides before delivering the presentation.




When designing graphs, charts, and tables, keep these key points in mind: :

e Ensure that each graph, chart, or table has a clear, descriptive title.
e Make sure the numerical data is legible; adjust font size or spacing to enhance visibilify.
e Display only necessary information. Avoid cluttering your visuals with excessive data or too many

categories.
e Place in-text references where appropriate, and make sure they are formatted correctly according to the

citation style.
e Ifyou use charts from external sources, always edit them for clarity, consistency, and relevance fo your
presentation. Customizing ready-made charts can make them more fitting and aligned with your overall

design.
e Maintain a balance between text-based slides and visual slides throughout the presentation.

e Proofread your slides before delivering the presentation.

D/ TASK 24: In your groups, study the slides below and evaluate them by referring fo the following

questions.

Evaluation Questions:

1. Identify the problems by considering the effective design principles such as relevance of visuals, fontfs,

layout, background, color.

2. How do you think these problems would impact both the speaker and the audience?

3. What changes would you make in the slides to improve the effectiveness of the presentation?
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Too much caffeinated coffee can cause:

* anxiety & faster heart rate
* increased heartburn symptoms
* French press = a small rise in
cholesterol levels
(Mayo Clinic, 2025)
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4 3. Effective Delivery of Visual Representations
Effective delivery of visuals is crucial for capturing and maintaining audience attention, as even the best- |

designed visuals can fall flat if the delivery is poor. While strong design improves understanding c:ncfl reinforces
key messages, it is the speaker’s confident control and engagement that truly bring the content to life.

Below are some fips on the use, delivery, and interpretation of visuals:

PFamiliarize yourself with the material so you can speak confidently and aveid
reading directly from your slides.

Do not assume that the audience will automatically understand your graphics.
Take the time to explain what they are looking at and how it relates fo your message.

|
|

J

Use visual cues such as arrows, color highlights, or annotations o draw -
aftention fo the most important parts of your graphics. You can also use a pointer for the same purpose.

4

—Pravide context for the data you are presenting. Explain the signiﬁcune_ee*ﬁ‘_;

"~ frends or patterns shown in your charts and how they support your overall argument. Y
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Use gestures and movement to emphasize key points and maintain energy, but
S avoid excessive movement that may distract from your message or even block the
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Use clear and concise language fo introduce and describe the graphics. Avoic

"~ jargon or fechnical terms (depending on your audience) that might be %
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4.4. Describing Graphs

When infegrating visual representations info your presentation, if's important to effectively infroduce and
describe them. This ensures your audience can follow your analysis and understand the significance of the
data. You can achieve this by combining language to draw attention to the graph and explain its content.

Introducing Visual Representations: Start by guiding your audience’s focus to the visual aid. You might use the
following phrases to help signal a transition and create a smooth flow from your speech to the graph.

i ¥ T e e = = a. — - — - el e
e i " - ’ ' - = .

At this point, I'd like to share with you this graph which illustrates. ..
'd like you to look at this chart showing ...

Let me show you the recent findings on this table...

let's have a look at ...

To illustrate my point, I'd like to draw your attention the line graph...
Let's turn to this diagram...

As you can see in this graph...

IF you look at this line graph, you will understand...

U 2 I 2 I
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Describing Graphs: Once introduced, describe the key trends, patterns, or features of the visual representation.

Use specific expressions based on the type of graph. Below is a list of useful language for describing graphs
in presentations.

Visual Representation Useful Language

line Graph ® The line graph shows/ represents/ depicts/ illustrates/ displays/
indicates

® As can be seen, the trend is...

® The data points illustrate a steady increase/decrease in...
® There is a sharp rise/drop in...

e The line peaks at...

e |t levels off at...

* Fluctuations can be observed between...

Bar Graph * The bar graph represents...

® The highest/lowest bar indicates...

e There is a significant difference between. ..

¢ The bars illusirate an upward/downward trend in...
® The most striking feature of the bar graph is...

e The length of each bar correlates with. ..

* We can observe a consistent pattern of...

A




— Chont o The pie chart illustrates the proportions of...
pie e The largest/smallest segment represents...
e A significant percentage of...

¢ The chart is divided into...

e The sections are labeled as...

e This segment accounts for...

o The pie is split into equal/unequal parts showing...
ﬂh e The table displays data on...
< e |n the table, we can see that...

e The figures in the table represent...
e The most important numbers in the table are...

e The table compares different values of...
o The rows and columns outline the differences between...

e The data in the table suggests that...

See Appen

TASK 25: Analyze the inferpretation of a line graph below and underline specific language expressions

E/J used to describe the trends.

dix 8 for a list of useful expressions for describing frends in visual representations.

Figure ]
Romcom Vs. Horror Movie Box Office Revenues (2014-2024)
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Here, I'd like to show you a line graph which [ created based on the information | retrieved from CineMarket
Research Group. This line graph compares the global box office revenues of romantic comedies (romcoms)
d horror movies from 2014 to 2024, revealing distinct patterns in their performance over the decade.
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le's have a look at the Romcom revenues represented by the blue line first. The revenves started relatively
strong, peaking in around 2016 at $90 million. However, as you can see, the genre experienced a steady
decline over the next few years, reaching ifs lowest point in 2020. This drop could be due fo a shift in audiience
preferences or fewer blockbuster romcom releases. And here, we can see that from 2020 onward, romecoms
showed a gradual recovery, reaching $80 million in 2024, indicating renewed inferest or successful releases

toward the end of the period.

Next, we have horror movies represented by the gray line. Horror movies displayed a more dramatic rise
in revenues, climbing steadily from 2014 and reaching a peak of $95 million in 2022. Looking ot this fine,
we can understand that the genre experienced fluctuations, with sharp increases and declines throughout fhe
decade. By 2024, horror revenues had dropped to $70 million, suggesting that the genre faced challenges in
maintaining its earlier momentum and this could be due fo oversaturation or changing frends.

If we have a look at this particular point, we can see that both genres saw notable fluctuations around 2020
As you know this year marked the breakout of COVID-19, so we can say that the trend here was largely
influenced by the COVID-19 pandemic. As theaters closed, moviegoers turned to streaming services, and fhe
box office revenues of both romcoms and horror films were affected. Following the pandemic, the sharp rise
in horror in 2021 suggests that audiences were eager for a return to theaters with new horror confent, while
romcoms slowly regained popularily.

Overall, this graph clearly illustrates my point: horror movies dominated the global box office throughout the
decade, but romcoms showed resilience and pofential for revival, particularly toward the end of the period.

B TASK 26: Analyze thg bar graph below. Then, match the information in Column A with the corresponding
details in Column B to interpret the data.

Figure 2
Video Game Sales by Age Group (2020-2024)
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Column A

Column B

1. In 2022, adults reached

a. with the highest sales across qff five yaars

2. The dark gray column shows o steady rise,

b. the highest revenue of of| groups, with 530 million
dollars.

3. In 2024, young adults generated

4. The light blue column remained stable,
showing

c. from 50 million to 70 million by 2024.

d. 440 million dollars in video game sales.

—_—

5. The blue column reached

e. a moderate growth of 20 million between 2021 |
and 2023. |

6. Young Adults had their lowest revenue in
2020, but still

f. 70 million dollars from 2020 to 2024.

7. In 2023, adults’ sales reached 450 million
dollars,

g. starting from 50 million in 2020.

8. Teens’ sales increased by

h. its peak at 370 million dollars in 2024.

9. Seniors’ sales remained the lowest in every

i. just 10 million more than the previous year, 2022. :

year, even though they grew

10. The light gray column consistently represented

|- exceeded 450 million dollars.

~

the age group

e

Figure 3
Screen Time Share among Senior Citizens in Turkey (2024)
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TASK 27: Study the pie chart below with your partner and fill in the gaps in ifs inferprefation using
the language expressions to describe trends in Appendix 8.
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This pie chﬁn‘ presents the screen time distribution among senior citizens in Turkey in

2024, focusing on four key activities. ‘s

Let's start with browsing news and social media 1. the blue segment.

As you can see, this occupies 2. at 40%, which indicates that many
seniors use their screen time to stay connected with the world through social media platforms and
online news sources. This 3. video calls shown in the light blue segment and
4. . This shows that seniors use platforms like Skype, Zoom, or WhatsApp to stay in
touch with family and friends, especially during times of physical distance. 5.
represents online banking/shopping and 20% is dedicated to this segment. From this information it
is clear that a significant number of seniors engage in online financial transactions and shopping
activities. Research and learning in white 6. the final segment of this pie chart;
and as you can see, 10% of screen time is devoted to activities like online research and reading
articles on hobbies and interests.

This chart highlights the shift in how senior citizens are integrating digital fools info their daily lives,
with social media and communication activities being dominant.

5. Oral Citations in Presentations

When you refer fo someone else’s thoughts, ideas, or words, it is crucial fo give them credit to avoid plagiarism.
This is where citations come in, which help validate your sources and improve your credibility as a speaker.
Therefore, when creating your visuals/slides, you need to include written citations (in-text references of the
sources you use) for any information that is not common knowledge or when using data, statistics, or testimony.
However, you do not have to orally cite every single source you use during your presentation. Doing so can
inferrupt the flow of your speech and make your delivery feel less natural. Instead, emphasize sources orally
when you need fo acknowledge the source and highlight its relevance to your argument.

The use and number of citations and whether to give oral citations at all completely depends on the type of
presentation and fask requirements. Always follow the guidelines your instructor provides for each presentation.

Key Components of Oral Citafions

Effective oral citations should contain the following key components:

Author/ Who is the source of the information? Identifying the author or organization
Organization establishes the credibility of the information. Additionally, you may want fo

provide the credentials of the source, especially when they are not widely
recognized, to show their authority on the topic.

Example Citation (Book):

“In their 2007 book, Made to Stick, researchers Ethan Parker and Dan Heath
identify six principles that help people remember information.”

NI oo ABBSSSSSGREES L L s
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P et ¢ Example Citation (Report): |
‘i ~ “According to a report published by UNESCO, global access 2 quality
education has significantly improved, with an increase of 15% in enrollment

rates for secondary education across developing countries.”

Title Where did the information come from? This can be a book, magazine, academic
journal article, website, interview, efc.

Example Citation (Article):
“Based on an article titled Developmental Psychology of K12 Kids published
in Science News, about one-third of the 100 children who participated in the

study reported playing with imaginary friends.”

Example Citation (Website):

“In his 2017 article, The Ethics of Eating Meat, Alberto Guibilini argues that, ‘if
people perceive vegetarianism as a position that allows for no exception, they
are probably less likely to become vegetarian.””

Date When was the source published? If no date is available (for example, on @
websife), you should indicate the date the source was last updated or the date

you accessed it.

Example Citation (Interview):

“In an interview conducted on September 1, 2017, Professor of Marketing
Maria Jones said, ‘I teach ethics in my classes by introducing students fo
different professional codes of ethics and then asking students fo use these
codes to analyze real-life scenarios.””

Integrating Oral Citations Smoothly

Itis important fo infegrate citations smoothly, ensuring they do not disrupt the flow of the presentation or distract
your audience’s focus. Unlike written discourse, which can be more formal and structured, oral discourse needs
to engage the audience and present information in a digestible, conversational way. So, your citations should
naturally support your key points, adding credibility without sounding like dry academic references.

ey R o

To ensure natural and smooth integration of citations in your presentation, it is helpful to consider where and
how fo position them within your speech. You can place citations in various locations within the relevant part
of the presentation. This flexibility allows you to adjust how and when you present citations based on the flow

of your speech and ensure that your citations do not disrupt the rhythm of your delivery.

—

See how different citations are smoothly infegrated info presentations below:

* Before presenting the information:
‘In 0 2021 study published in the Journal of Learning, researchers found that 75% of students dislike

public speaking.”
Why this works: It sets the context for the audience and immediately establishes credibility.

sy > A




* Mid-sentence citation:
“75% of students, as reported in a 2020 article in the Journal of Learning, dislike public speaking.”
Why this works: It doesn’t disrupt the flow, and the citation adds value without sounding overly formal.

e End-of-sentence citation:
"75% of students dislike public speaking, according to a 2020 article in the Journal of Learning.”

Why this works: The citation at the end reinforces the statement, while still allowing the information to feel
natural.

Tips for Smooth Oral Citations

00000040040000000044444

1. Keep it simple and clear: Long, complex citations can confuse the audience or disrupt the \/
flow of the presentation. Aim for clarity and conciseness. |

2. Vary your citation style: Avoid always citing the same way. Vary between citing at the
beginning, middle, or end of sentences to maintain natural delivery.

3. Practice natural delivery: The more you practice incorporating citations smoothly, the less
mechanical and more conversational they will feel.

B TASK 20: Compare two versions of source acknowledgments — one with poor attribution and
one with improved acknowledgment. Identify the problems in the poor version. Highlight the key
improvements in the revised example and explain how they enhance credibility.

€ — Poor Acknowledgement of the Source Revised Version
Studies have shown that exercise is critical for mental Studies have shown that exercise is critical for mental
health. Regular physical activity has been proven to health. Regular physical activity has been proven to
reduce symptoms of anxiety and depression. Dr. Roberts reduce symptoms of anxiety and depression. Dr. Roberts,
emphasizes that exercise boosts endorphin levels, which a psychologist at the University of Health Sciences,
help improve mood. Dr. Roberts also states that exercise emphasizes that exercise boosts endorphin levels, which
can improve cognitive function, but we don't really know play a key role in improving mood and reducing stress. Dr. |
much more beyond that. Roberts, further states that regular exercise can enhance

cognitive function, leading to better memory and focus.

Why This is Problematic: Why This is Improved:




0~ bamplewithDisuptedow

Today, | want to talk about the impact of social media

on mental health. Studies have shown that excessive
use of social media can lead to anxiety and depression.
According to a 2021 study published in the Journal

of Psychology, conducted by Dr. Emily Johnson, a
renowned expert in mental health at Harvard University,
the negative effects are especially noticeable among
teenagers. It was reported that 45% of teens who spend
more than 4 hours a day on social media platforms
experience increased feelings of isolation and sadness,

And this has become a growing concern.

Why This Distorts the Flow:
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Example with Disrupted Flow

One of the biggest environmental issues today is plastic
pollution. Plastic waste is accumulating in our oceans,
and this is harming marine life. According to the World
Wildlife Fund, about 8 million tons of plastic enter the
oceans every year. This is extremely alarming because,
as scientists like Dr. Laura Miller have pointed out

in her 2020 article, published in the Environmental
Studies Journal, this waste can take hundreds of years
to decompose. In fact, Dr. Miller further explains that
plastic debris can cause entanglement and ingestion
among sea creatures, leading to fatalities. Additionally,
areport by the UN Environment Program highlights how
microplastics are now being found in the food chain. So,
as you can see, plastic pollution is an urgent issue that

requires immediate action.

MyThis Distorts the Flow:
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Today, | want to talk about the impact of social media

on mental health. Studies have shown that excessive

use of social media can lead to anxiety and depression,
especially among teenagers. To support my point further,
| would like to refer to a research from Dr. Emily Johnson
at Harvard University. According to her findings, 45% of
teens who spend more than 4 hours a day on social media
platforms report feeling more isolated and sad. This is a
growing concern, especially as social media continues to
promote unrealistic beauty standards.

Why This Works:
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Example with Smooth Integration

Plastic pollution is one of the most critical environmental
challenges we face today, and it not only harms humans
but also threatens marine life. Plastic debris can take
hundreds of years to decompose, causing prolonged
1arm to marine ecosystems as Dr. Laura Miller explains in
ner 2020 article published in the Environmental Studies

Journal. She also highlights that this waste often leads

(0 entanglement and ingestion among sea creatures,
resulting in fatalities. Adding to this, a report by the UN
Environment Program reveals that microplastics from this
debris are now entering the food chain, raising serious
concerns about the broader impact on animal and human
health. These insights emphasize the urgent need to
address the growing problem of plastic pollution.

Why This Works:
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gou Q&A ETIQUETTE

The presentation is over. And... it is time Jor questions!
This is where the real connection with your audience happens.
The Q&A session is not just about answering questions, it is about:

> building a connection with your audience by addressing their thoughts and concerns,
5 encouraging interaction to make your presentation more engaging,

> clarifying your key points and ensuring your message is understood,
> demonstrating your expertise and confidence on the fopic.

ddobddobddd, LULLLLLLLLS
Preparation Tips \/ | Response T \/

Anticipate questions: Think about potential Listen actively: Focus on the question without
questions and prepare answers. Review your & interrupting. Acknowledge the speaker with a
oresentation for possible areas of confusion. |8 nod or smile.

Practice: Practice responding to different types Clarify: If a question is not clear, restate it in
of questions and refine your responses. J your own words fo confirm understanding or

: : ask for clarification.
Be ready: Keep key points and any supporting B
materials accessible for quick reference i Respond concisely: Answer direcily, using
clear and simple language. Refer back to your

presentation or use examples to support your
answer.

Handling Difficult Moments

When faced with challenging questions or comments, it is essential to remain composed and professional.
Here are some specific approaches:

¢ Stay calm and do not react impulsively. | |
* Validate the person’s point before offering a response. It shows you are open fo discussion and not

dismissive.
» Politely redirect back fo the main focus if the question is off-topic.
* For example: “That's an inferesting point, but let’s stick fo today’s topic.” |
* Admit you do not know if the question is beyond your knowledge/the scope of your presentation.

For example: “/'ll need to look into that and gef back to you.” | s o
® Maintain a professional tone and de-escalate the situation if the question/comment is hosfile.

For example: “/ see your concern. Let's discuss this further after the session.”===- No Wﬂfr;troclﬁw hostile
the question, maintain your posture and fone. A confident approach helps you sfay in confrol.



Explore the tables below to familiarize yourself with common audience questions and the language you can
use to respond to them appropriafely and confidently.

What to Expect: Common Audience Questions

Clarification Queshons

R S e Sy -
s e e e ——

e Can you e|c|borale on...?

e What do you mean by ...?

o Could you explain that last point again?

e Can you clarify how this process works?

e |didn't quite catch what you said about [specific detail]. Could you repeat it?

Extension Questions

e Can you provide another example of this?/What other examples could illustrate this concept?/

Are there any real-life examples of this in action?

e Can this approach be applied to [specific field or scenario]?/How can we apply the information
from your presentation to our daily lives?

o How does this idea evolve when applied over time?

e Could you share more data or research on this?
e What would you recommend as the next step for someone interested in this topic?

e How can we learn more about this subject?

——————— = = _— e e | — —

Opinion-Based Questions

—— - i

e What inspired you to choose this topic?

e What's your personal take on this issue?/If you were in this situation, what would you do?

e |fyou could improve one aspect of this, what would it be?

e What challenges did you face while researching this?/Did you face any unexpected challenges in
the research process?

e What's the most surprising thing you discovered while working on this?

e How has this topic influenced your own perspective?

Questions That Aim to Challenge the Speaker

e = m——

e How would you respond to critics of this idea? /How would you address criticisms —
your findings?

o What evidence supports your claim?

o What are the limitations of your approach?

o Are there any studies or evidence that disagree with this perspective?

e What happens if your proposed solution fails?

e —————————

_m—



Feel free to take a moment to think.
Maybe we can start with a general comment or thought from

anyone?
If no one has a question right away, let me share one that often
comes up during discussions like this. I

. W ' eaction? Did anything sur-
Let' apen the floor for questions How about 'estarrwﬁhaquickr action? Did anything
prise or interest you?

[d be happ y/g-lad to take any questions now.
If you have any questions, feel free to ask.

I'm open to any questions you might have.

Let me know if you have any questions or need clarification.
Please do not hesitate to ask if you have any questions.

If you would like me to elaborate on any point, please ask. |
fyoudonothearthequestion: Ifyoudonotunderstand the question:

| Could you say that again please? Sorry, | didn’t understand the question.

Could you repeat that/your question please? Sorry, | don't really understand what you mean by. . .

Sorry, Im afraid | didn't catch that. What did you mean by [term/concept]?

Sorry, 1 couldn't quite catch your question, could you say that | Sorry, Can you put that another way?

again please’ Could you rephrase the question?

Sorry, | couldn t hear that. Could you say it louder please? Sorry, could you repeat the question more slowly please?
Sorry, | didn't hear the first/last part of your question. Could you explain [a specific point] in more detail?

r Tl | e pian, Fvou d | 3
“Jfyou want to check for dlarification: you do not know the answer: |
(So,) do you mear. .. 7 I'm not sure what the answer to that is and | do not want to

mislead anyone.

So your question Is....
(So) if | understand your question correctly, you want to know. . -

If] understand, what you want to knowis. .. (Is that right?)
Just to be clear, you are suggesting that. ..

Correct me if m wrong, ...
Gan | just be sure that | understand? So, you're saying that. . .. happy to look into it and get back to you.

Thank you for raising the question. But, I'm afraid. . .
/ Unfortunately, | do not know the answer.

| don't have any (actual) data on that.

| don't have the information right now, but I'd be

You are asking me i ..
@waﬂt to emphasize you are giving a tentative answer: | Ifthe question is irelevant/off topic B

-I

fm no expert on this but. .. That’s an interesting point, but lets stick to today’s topic.
Ididn't research this, bUt. .. That’s a bit beyond the scope of this talk but my understanding
Idon't have any actual data on that, DUE... is that basically....
Im not sure what the research says on this, but... | think that’s not closely related to my topic but....
Idon't know what other people think about this, but | would | don't think your question can be answered within the focus of
probablysay that. . my research.
lcan't give you an exact answer on that, | am afraid. But. - That’s a valid question, but it’s outside the scope of what we're

discussing today. Let’s focus on [the topic].

—
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PRESENTATION INPUT- 3.1. Introduction

Task 8: Sample Teasers

| "

l 1. Did you know that by 2050, the global demand for meat is proieci.‘ec{ fo increase by 7/ 092 ? Yet, livestock

& production already contributes to 14.5% of all greenhouse gas emissions. Our planet is being pushed to

l its limits, and traditional farming may not be sustainable for future gel.'nercfhons. {Enfer culfuredf meat, a
revolutionary solution that could reduce our environmental footprint while still meeting the world’s protein

needs.

2. Whatif 1 fold you the future of meat doesn't require animals at all? No grazing pasfures, no s|ﬂughrerhouse:s,
just perfectly tender steaks grown in a lab. It sounds like something from a sci-fi novel, but cultured meat is

already being produced, and it has the potential fo fransform the entire food industry.

3. As Winston Churchill once predicted in 1931, ‘We shall escape the absurdity of growing a whole chicken
in order to eat the breast or wing, by growing these parts separately under a suitable medium.” Nearly 100
years later, his vision is becoming a reality through cultured meat. Today, we stand at the brink of a food
revolution that could forever change how we think about meat production.

4. [Shows an image of a dense cattle farm contrasted with a sterile lab environment.] “What you see here
represents two ways of feeding the world. On the left, the traditional method of raising livestock, responsible
for land degradation, water pollution, and greenhouse gas emissions. On the right, cultured meat—a
solution grown in labs that might hold the key to a more sustainable future. Today, we're going to explore
the incredible potential of cultured meat.

B o — —— i L - _—

5. Ever wondered what it would be like if cows could strike back? With cultured meat, they won’t have to! No
more herds on the run. Jokes aside, the rise of cultured meat is not just a quirky lab experimeni—it’s a redl,

sustainable answer to some of our planet’s biggest problems. Let’s talk about how this cutting-edge science
might just save your next steak and the environment.

6. Picture this: If's 2035, and you're grilling burgers at a barbecue. But these burgers didn’t come from a
cow, nor did they require a farm. They were grown in a lab, with no harm to animals and a fraction of the

environmental impact. Sounds foo good to be frue? Well, this future is closer than you think. Let’s dive into
how cultured meat is making this scenario a reality.

_m*



PRESEMTATION IMNBIT- 3, 1. lfroduchize
Tosk #; Sample Infrechucticns (Cultured Meatl
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PRESENTATION INPUT- 3.1. Iniroduction
Task 10: Sample Introductions

Introduction 1: You and | are not very different from this flower. Just like this flower is unique, you are unique.
All of us have something special that makes us as beautiful. Do you know what makes you_spgc:al ? Now
the answer fo that can be a little difficult fo find, because sometimes life has a cruel way of picking out your
petals, breaking you in two and throwing you into the trash. Now when you're broken, it’s very difficult to
feel special. Mr Contest Chair, my fellow flowers. | can remember the first time ...

Introduction 2: As a feenager there’s only one thing that I feel fruly confident calling myself an expert on...
lying. What? Come on, did you really think | was going to talk about fax law for 10 minutes? No, I lied
Something that | do quite often and well, if I do say so myself quite well. No big lies, though. Just, um, just
little white lies, you know stuff like saying uh I'll only have one cookie or Ill be there in 5 minutes or | wore
pants during online tournaments, you know lies. But the thing is, | learned all of these lies from the people
in my life, you know, | learned fo lie and say I'll only have one cookie from my dad | learned to lie and
say I'll be there in 5 minutes from my mom and | learned to lie and say | love you from both of them. But
it is not just me who lies and if’s not even just teenagers who lie, if's everyone from children to parents to
Democrats fo Republicans fo judges who don't give me the one, everybody lies. And yet for something so
common in the world around us, lying is dangerously unobserved. So let’s observe it first by looking at the
neurological processes behind lying, then analyzing the ethics of lying, and finally by taking a deep dive

info the dystopian dumpster fire that is our world, and looking at all the lying around us.

Infroduction 3: | was backstage listening to Matra, beautiful speech...but there was only one thing that was
going in my mind. | wish | had his hair. Matra you got to tell me the conditioner you use bro, like o get
some hair out. But he talked about a very important theme....how to be a gift to the world. I'm going fo ask
you a more important question: what if you can’t? What if you are in fact a burden to the world? I could
relate with that, because for the first 18 years of my life, | was a burden to everybody. | was a burden to

sociefy, | was a burden fo my family, | was a burden to my country. How do you go from being a burden
to a gift? That's what I'm here to share with you today, through my life...

Introduction 4: Good morning. How are you? It's been great, hasn’t it? I've been blown away by the whole
thing. In fact, I'm leaving. Tthere have been three themes running through the conference, which are
relevant fo what | want to talk about. One is the extraordinary evidence of human creativity in all of the
presentations that we've had and in all of the people here; just the variety of it and the range of it. The
second is that it's put us in a place where we have no idea what’s going fo happen in terms of the future.
No idea...how this may play out. | have an interest in education. Actually, what | find is, everybody has
an interest in education, don’t you? I find this very interesting. If you're at a dinner party, and you say you
work in education. Actually, you're not often at dinner parties, frankly. If you work in education, you're

l not asked. And you're never asked back, curiously. That's strange to me. But if you are, and you say fo

somebody, you know, they say, “What do you do?” and you say you work in education you can see the
blood run from their face. They're like, “Oh my God. Why me?” “My one night out all week.” But if you

ask about their education, they pin you fo the wall, because it's one of those things that goes deep with

B R ———
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people, am | right? Like religion and money and other things. So | have @ big inferest in education, and
I ﬁlfnk we all do. We have a huge vested interest in it, partly because if’s education that’s meant fo fa’fe
us info this future that we can’t grasp. If you think of it children starfing school this year will be refiring 17
2065. Nobody has a clue, despite all the expertise that's been on parade for the past four days; what the

world will look like in five years’ time.

Introduction 5: Hello my name is Liz Wallace and today I'm going fo be presenting on @ cultural shift in

Madagascar and how that’s affected lemur conservation efforts there.

Introduchon_ 6: Good morning everyone, my name is Brenda. I'm a sophomore studying
economics here and I'm excited to present my research from this quarter fo you of |
| wanted to start us off with a couple of quick questions, though. What was the first th |
e woke up this morning? Right, so if you're like 60% of Americans, you checked your phone within ﬁ‘fe
minutes of waking up this morning. Here’s another one: Think back fo the last social event you went fo. Did
you check your phone? 89% of Americans report using their phones during their last social inferaction and
something that's even crazier than that 82% claim that it deferiorated the conversation. S0 clearly we can
sense that there’s something going on where our cell phone usage is coming in the way of our conversations,
but we aren’t able to do anything to stop it. This leads me to my main research question for today. Is fech
addiction a real problem and if so what should we be doing to fix it? So, in today’s talk, I'm gonna walk
you guys through the main three points of my argument. First of all, establishing that tech addiction is a
real problem with real consequences, then talking about specific design choices that the creafors need fo be
making in order to curb its effects, and finally thinking about ways that we can incentivize these changes

to occur. So let’s get started.
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APPENDIX S _

PRESENTATION INPUT- 3.3. Conclusion
Task 20: Sample Concluding Strategies

1. Call to Action: Cultured meat isn't just a concept for the future—it’s happening right now. And it needs our
support o scale and make a meaningful impact. As consumers, we have the power to drive this change.
So, | urge you to explore, try, and advocate for sustainable food options like cultured medat. And together,
we can push for a more ethical, environmentally friendly food system.

2. Reflective Question: As you leave foday, ask yourself- What if the future of meat doesn’t come from animals
but from a lab? What changes would that bring to the way we live, eat, and think about food?

3. Reference fo Infroduction: As | mentioned at the beginning of this presentation, my journey info the world
of cultured meat began during a family dinner when my young niece asked where her hamburger came
from. Her innocent question made me realize the importance of understanding our food sources and the
impact they have on our planet. This brings me fo the quote | shared earlier by the renowned food scientist
Dr. Mark Post: ‘Cultured meat represents a fundamental shift in how we think about food.

4. Recommendation: After learning about the incredible benetits of cultured meat, | encourage you fo follow
i the developments in this industry closely. When these products hit the shelves, try them for yourself. You'll

be contributing not just fo your own well-being, but to a global shift towards more sustainable and humane
food practices. This is more than a trend—it’s a responsible choice for the future.

5. Final Connection to Common Relationships, Beliefs, Interests, or Opinions: We all share a common desire
for a healthier planet and a better future for the next generation. Whether we're environmentalists, food

enthusiasts, or simply people who care about animal welfare, culiured meat brings together our shared

values. It offers a path forward that aligns with our collective interest in sustainability, health, and ethical
choices. Together, we can make this vision a reality.

6. Unusual Fact: Here's something most people don’t know: The first cultured hamburger cost around $330,000
to produce. Today, that same burger can be made for less than $10. This dramatic reduction in cost shows

ust how far we’ve come in a short time. What was once a distant dream is rapidly becoming an affordable,
scalable reality—one that could reshape our entire food industry.
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APPENDIX 6 _

pRESENTATION INPUT- 3.3. Conclusion

Task 21: Sample Conclusions (Cultured Meat}

sample Conclusion 1: As we've explored today, cultured meat represents a groundbreaking shift in our food
systems, bringing with it numerous benefits for the environment, animal welfare. From understanding the
science behind its production to recognizing the challenges we still face, it's clear that this innovation has
the potential to redefine meat consumption in a sustainable way. Remember Winston Churchill’s vision of
growing meat more efficiently and ethically; it is not just a dream anymore, but a tangible realify. Thank

you all for your atfention and engagement. | truly appreciate the opportunily to share this important fopic .
with you. r
Sample Conclusion 2: Today, we've explored the exciting world of cultured meat, by defining its boundaries
and its implications both for the industry and individuals. This innovative approach fo food production is not
just a concept for the future; it is already taking shape, offering us a chance to change how we think about

meat consumption. Thank you for joining me in this exploration of a fopic that has the power fo change |
our lives for the better. For further information, you might want to refer to these sources that | used in my ¥

presentation. Now, | invite any questions you may have.

T PN R R e el W i -

Sample Conclusion 3: Thank you all for your time and inferest. Cultured meat is an exciting topic that holds |
significant promise for the future of food production. Now, | would like fo welcome your questions.

i,
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PRESENTATION INPUT- 3.3. Conclusion

Task 22: Sample Conclusions

Conclusion 1: What | think it comes to is this: Al Gore spoke the other night al?ouf e;ology and the rev?luhor}
that was triggered by Rachel Carson. | believe our only hope for'me future is fo @ o;;i;] a new concep .'og 0
human ecology, one in which we start to reconstitute our concepho‘n of the richness o un::ar; capacity. s ur
education system has mined our minds in the way that we strip-mine the er::r_fh for a pafﬂcu cn: commo fty.
And for the future, it won't serve us. We have fo rethink the fundamental principles on which we’re eE::{ucahng
our children. There was a wonderful quote by Jonas Salk, who said, “If all rhg insects were fo disappear
from the Earth, within 50 years, all life on Earth would end. If all human beings drsappe:lared ﬁ_'om the
Earth, within 50 years, all forms of life would flourish.” And he’s right. What TED celebrates is the gift of the
human imagination. We have fo be careful now that we use this gift wisely, and that we avert some of the
scenarios that we've talked about. And the only way we'll do it is by seeing our creative capacities for the
richness they are and seeing our children for the hope that they are. And our task is to educate their whole

being, so they can face this future. By the way -- we may not see this future, but they will. And our job is o
help them make something of it. Thank you very much.

Conclusion 2: And so why does this matter? | think
it is critical to continue to demonstrate to
show that Arab and Muslim women have

that this is important for two reasons: the first is that I think
the West the power and agency of Arab and Muslim women fo

always easy easier with a shared lens an
that | wanted to dismantle images of wom

d language. So, when | first gave my research proposal, | said
own language and | hope that foday, | h

en, Arab women, as silent and oppressed victims by using their
ave done not only th

at but have also added '
advancement of this discourse. Thank you. My own voice fo the




T e TNy 1 A

PRESENTATION INPUT- 4.4. Describing Graphs
Useful Expressions for Describing Trends in Visual Representations

Increase

The graph shows a significant increase in...
There was a sharp rise in...

We can observe a steady upward trend in...
The data illustrates a gradual increase in...
There has been a considerable growth in...
The number/percentage has surged to...
The figure has climbed steadily since...

The trend has been moving upwards...

Decrease

The graph indicates a significant decrease in...
There was a sharp decline in...

We can see a steady downward trend in...
The data shows a gradual decrease in...
There has been a noticeable drop in...

The number/percentage has plummeted fo...
The figure has fallen steadily since...

The trend has been moving downwards...

Fluctuation

The data shows erratic changes in...
We can observe a series of fluctuations in...

The figure shows inconsistent movements...
The trend displays periodic Huctuations...

No Change

The graph indicates little to no change in...
The trend has remained stable at...

We can see a consistent paftern in...

The data shows a plateau in...

There has been negligible variation in...
The number/percentage has held steady at...
The figure remains constant over the period...
The trend shows no significant deviation...
The trend displays periodic fluctuations...

The graph reveals considerable fluctuations in...
There have been several peaks and troughs in...

The trend has been quite volatile, with frequent rises and falls...
The number/percentage has varied significantly over the period...



PRESENTATION INPUT- 5. Oral Citations in Presentations
Useful Expressions for Citing Sources Effectively

Introducing the  [Author/ Organization] explains/ argues/ highlights/ reports/ stafes that...

Source As explained/ argued/ highlighted/ reported/ stated by [Author/Organization]...
:avi i Based on the findings of [Author/Organization],...
Contex’rg According fo [Author/Organization] ...

According to a [Year] study by [Author/Organization],...
According fo a [Year] survey conducted by [Author/Organization]...
Research by [Author/Organization] suggests...

In their [Year] research, [Author] highlights...

A recent study by [Author/Organization] found that...

A recent study published in [Source] found that...

In a study conducted by [Author/Organization]...

In a study published in [Year]...

A report from [Source] dated [Year] indicates...

In a [Year] report from [Organization]...

In a report published by [Organization], it was found that...
[Author/Qrganization], a leading expert in [field], suggests that...
[Author], a professor at [University], explains that...

Referring to In the book [Title], [Author] discusses. ..
Aﬂii'ses or [Title], a research paper by [Author], reveals...
Boo In a recent article published by [Organization]...

As discussed in the article [Title]’ by [Author]...

[Author] argues in their article/book [Title] that. ..
In an article titled [Title]...

As outlined by [Author] in their book/article. .

Cifing Websites  According to an article on [Website Name]...
or Online A report on [Website Name] states that. .

Arficles As mentioned in an online article published by [Website], ...
[Author] from [Website] explains...

e G S e e T



__ﬂ_ﬂ

Citing In an interview with [Name], a [Title), it was mentioned that...
Interviews As [Name], a [Title] at [Organization], explained in an interview...
o Pﬂm"_"' | [Nome)], an expert in [field], stated in a conversation that...
Communication ‘ _ 5
According to [Name], during an interview on [Date]...
Citing Statistics  Statistics from [Organization] show that...
or Data According fo data collected by [Organization],...
Data from [Organization] shows...
[Author/Organization] reports that [X]% of [group]...
[Author/Organization] presents evidence that...
Referencing Both [Author/Organization] and [Author/Organization] agree that...
Multiple Studies by [Author] and [Author] both highlight that...
Sources or Research conducted by [Author/Organization] and other experts in the field, such
Studies as [Author], demonstrates...

According fo both [Author/Organization] and recent findings from [Author], ...




PRESENTATION INPUT
Stages of a Presentation: Helpful Tips

1. PREPARATION

The planning stage is essential for building a strong foundation for your presentation. If's the fime fo define
your purpose, outline key points, and tailor your content to the audience. A well-thought-out plan ensures
your presentation is clear, focused, and impactful, helping you communicate your message effectively and
confidently.

Define Your Purpose

* Clearly identify the primary goal of your presentation by asking yourself what the audience will get out
of your presentation (based on the guidelines). Knowing your purpose will guide your content selection
and presentation style.

Choose a Relevant Topic

* Ensure that the topic aligns with your presentation’s purpose and is manageable within your fime
constraints.

Research Thoroughly
e Gather credible information and resources to support your content.

* Use a variety of sources (books, articles, interviews, etc.) to provide depth and credibility to your
presentation.

Outline Your Content
* Create a structured outline that includes an introduction, body, and conclusion.
* Organize main points and supporting details logically to ensure a smooth flow.

Develop Engaging Visuals
e Plan fo use visual aids (slides, charts, videos) that enhance understanding and refention.
* Keep visuals clear, relevant, and uncluttered to avoid distracting the audience.

Rehearse Your Delivery

® Practice your presentation multiple times to build confidence and familiarity with the material.
® Rehearse in front of a mirror, record yourself, or present to a friend for feedback.

Avoid Memorization

* Instead of full scripts, you might want to prepare small note cards that include the main ideas and
key points (munbers, names, dates, etc.) and other details to help you keep track of the presentation.
Remember that memorizing written discourse often results in stiff, unnatural delivery.

Manage Time Effectively

® Be mindful of the allotted time for your presentation. Aim to fit your content within this timeframe while
allowing time for questions or discussion.
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Prepare for Questions
e Anticipate potential questions from the audience.

» Consider including a Q&A section in your presentatio
engagement.

Check Technical Requirements

o Ensure all necessary technology (projectors, microp
presentation materials.

o Familiarize yourself with the venue’s technical

1o address audience inquiries and encourage

hones, laptops) is working and compatible with your

setup fo avoid last-minute issues.

ether. By following these fips, you

2. EXECUTION
H fo
g dMC/PropGRAICHICOLIEES ¢t on your audience

The execution stage is where all your plannin - By
can deliver effective, engaging, and memorable presentations that leave a lasting impa

and effectively convey your message.

any equipment. |

Arrive Early
ourself with the space, sef up your materials, and test

o Gettothe venue early fo familiarize y . |
This allows you to address any technical issues before the audience arrives.

Handle Nervousness :
o Take slow, deep breaths to calm your nerves before and during the presentation.
o Focus on the message, not yourself: Concentrafe on delivering the message to your au

worrying about how you appear.
e Have a backup plan: Prepare for technical difficulties or unexpected questions fo feel more in control.

dience rather than

Maintain Successful Delivery
o Speak clearly and at a moderate pace. Take your time fo articulate each point clearly.

o Maintain eye contact: Engage with different sections of your audience to create a connection.

e Use natural gestures fo emphasize points an avoid standing in one place; move with purpose.

e Be mindful of body language: Stand confidently, with open posture, and avoid distracting movementis.

o Utilize pauses to emphasize important points, give the audience time to absorb information, and gather
your thoughts. Avoid filler words like “um™ or "wh” during pauses; silence can be powerful.

Avoid Reading from Your Notes/Slides
e Check notes occasionally to keep track of the flow of ideas without losing

e Rely on your knowledge and preparation as having command over your presentation and not reading
notes/slides will increase your credibility.

eye contact with the audience

Stay Focused on Key Messages

o Emphasize key messages fo reinforce understanding and retention.

Adapt to Audience Reactions (Immediate Feedback]
o Pay aftention to the audience’s body language and reactions. Adjust your delivery it they seem

disengaged or confused.

o Be flexible and willing to change your approach based on audience feedback.

Handle Questions Confidently
* If you receive questions, listen carefully and respon

okay fo admit it and offer to follow up later.
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3. REFLECTION

The reflection stage is key for improving as a presenter. By self-evaluating, getting feedback, and planning
for growth, presenters can enhance their skills and deliver even more effective presentations in the future.

Evaluate Your Performance (see self evaluation checklist)

® Think about the main lessons learned from the experience, including what worked well and areas for
‘ Improvement.

| o Reflect on aspects like clarity of delivery, use of visuals, time management, content, organisafion and
]. overall effectiveness of the presentation.

| Analyze Audience Reactions

o Reflect on the audience’s body language, engagement level, and responses/reactions during fthe
presentation.

* Consider what aspects connected with/appealed to them and what may have led to disengagement.

Plan for Improvement

® Based on your reflections and feedback, set specific goals for your next presentation, such as improving
body language or enhancing visuals.

Continue Learning

* Use each presentation as a learning opportunity. Stay open to new techniques, strategies, and feedback
that can enhance your skills.

® Waitch your peers’ presentations or different presentations available online and evaluate them critically
to derive lessons for yourself.
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PRONUNCIATION BITE 1
Same Spelling, Different Sound - Homographs

depending on whether the word is used as a
the word may sound completely different, as if
e These words that look the same but change
hs. Now, explore how they work to prevent

English has many words where the pronunciation changes
noun or a verb. In fact, these changes can be so distinct that
it were a new word, even though the spelling remains the sam
meaning depending on how they are used are called homograp

misunderstandings in spoken English.

Task 1: Watch the video using the QR code and focus on the changes in pronunciaﬁon in jrhe
noun-verb pairs given in the sample sentences. As you watch, fill in the table bE|G.V:f by |der'1hfy|ng |
which word is used as a noun and which one as a verb in each sentence. Additionally, include [=

clues that aid in identifying whether the word is a noun or a verb.

Word 1st sentence | 2nd sentence Clue

1. record

2. present

3. rebel

4. desert

5. refuse

6. reject

7. object

8. contract

9. wind

10. lead
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PRONUNCIATION BITE 2

Homonyms & Homophones

Homonyms are words that sound the same or are spelled the same—but have different meanings.

Example: b A _
* bat (an animal) / bat (used in sports) — same spelling & pronunciation, different meanings.

Homophones are a type of homonym. They are words that sound the same, but have different spellings and
meanings. Confext is key to understanding them, especially in spoken English.

Example:
* Hower (a plant) / flour (used in baking)

In spoken English, homophones can cause misunderstandings if we are not careful with context.
Task 1: Listening & Note-Taking

Scan the QR code to watch a video about the platypus and take notes. Then, fill out the table be_|c~w %
by identifying the homophones used, their correct spelling, and the clues that helped you decide. A
The first one is given as an example.

Word Homophone Pair Context Clue
bear bear/bare doesn’t bear babies, lays eggs




~ PRONUNCIATION BITE 3
: What is in @ Word? Sounds and Origins

English is a blend of languages. Although modern

thousands of words from Latin and Greek, particularly in academic, sci
words from various origins adhere to different pronunciation rules. Recognizing these patterns can ass

in predicting pronunciation, even for unfamiliar words.

Common Pronunciation Patterns by Word Origin

Listening: A Language of Layers

- L
b # ﬁt*

English is mainly a Germanic language, if has adopted
entific, and technical areas. As @ result,

ist you

Scan the QR code and watch a video about how English pronunciation reflects its history of %
5 :

borrowing from Greek, Latin, and Germanic languages. Then, with your partner, answer the

questions below.

1. What kind of sounds are usually found in Greek-origin words?

2. How does Latin affect the way we pronounce ‘c’ and ‘g’?
3. What characterizes the sounds of Germanic words?

Now, study the common pronunciation patterns below and do the tasks that follow.

Common Pronunciation Patterns by Word Origin

Language Origin

Common Sound Patterns

Examples

Greek

'oh’ = /f/ sound

ohilosophy, physics,
phenomenon

Greek

‘ch’ = /k/ sound

chaos, chorus, chemistry

Greek

Long vowel sounds in many
academic words

theory, idea, psyche

Latin

Soft ‘c’ before e, i,y > /s/

sound

census, city, cycle

Latin

Soft ‘g’ before e, i, y > /d3/

sound

gentle, giant, gesture

Latin

'tion’ pronounced as /fon/

nation, relation, action

Germanic

Hard ‘c’ and ‘g’ sounds

cat, goat, give

Germanic

Strong consonants & short
vowels

fast, king, strong, house

Germanic

Simple syllable structure

eat, bring, walk
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. «éﬁemlshy chaos - chorus — champion
B '9. cycle — century - giant - census
3. sfrong - night - right - slight

Tusl: 3: Predict & Pronounce

- Based on the patterns you have learned, fry to predict the pronunciation of these words and pracfice saying
‘lhem out loud with your partner. Do not check the table for tips!

: 4 "‘_}l P, iy Pk g g, R R
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‘ - d

1. philanthropy

2. generate |

3 3. cynical

4. geology _
5. thoughtful




PRONUNCIATION BITE 4
Commonly Mispronounced Words - Avoid the Traps!

English spelling is famously unreliable when it comes to pronunciation, because it borrows heavily from other
languages, and it has not always updated its spelling to reflect how we actually speak. This means you
will often find words that look one way and sound completely different. Learning these patterns—and the
exceptions—can help you avoid common traps and sound more confident when speaking.

Words you have probably seen, heard, and maybe mispronounced:

Word Why It is Tricky

colonel Sounds like “kernel”; French origin
comfortable Two syllables drop when spoken fast
choir Not “choy-er”

Wednesday Silent /d/ just two syllables

debt Silent /b/ from Latin

receipt Silent /p/

subtle Silent /b/

salmon Silent /I/

gauge French origin again

genre Another tricky French import

Quick Tip: Look for Silent Letters

Silent letters are often a clue that a word is borrowed from Latin or French. Once you spot a silent “b,” “p,” or
“I,” you will know to listen for something simpler than what is written!

Before moving on fo the task, take a moment to think about what the words in the table have in common. Here

are a few things fo watch out for:

o Silent letiers like /b/, /1/, /p/, or /s/ (e.g., subtle, salmon, debt)

e Foreign origins, especially French or Latin, which often break spelling-sound rules (e.g., colonel,

genre)
o Reduced syllables or spoken contractions in everyday speech (e.g., comfortable, Wednesday)

Keep these in mind as you fry fo guess the pronunciation of the new words in the sentences that follow. They
are not the same words, but they follow similar confusing patterns.
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Task 1: Predict the Pronunciation T

Guess the correct pronunciation of the fricky words in the following sentences. You can make use  El3#I
of the table and the fips above. Then, watch the video using the QR code fo check your answers.

As you watch the video, pay attention fo where the pronunciation differs most from the spelling.
Was your prediction close?

She walked nervously down the disle, her heels clicking against the marble floor as the entire room furned fo
watch.

After the pipe burst in the kitchen, we had to call a plumber, who arrived within the hour carrying a full toolbox
and a reassuring smile.

He served in the Peace Corps for two years, working in rural communities and learning more about cross-
cultural communication than any textbook could offer.

Although he had never seen a ballet before, he was mesmerized by the dancers” grace and strength as they
moved effortlessly across the stage.

She found her niche in eco-friendly design, combining creativity and sustainability fo carve out a unique space
in a competitive market.
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PRONUNCIATION BITE 5
Connected Speech

Lead-in: Watch the video using the QR code and answer the following questi

1. Which words had reduced or weak sounds?

2 Which sounds were omitted?
3. Which sounds were added?

a. He must have been at work all day.

b. What are you going fo do about it?
c. Can I have a bit of that?
d. | should have fold you earlier.

4 How do these changes help speakers talk more naturally an
spoken English ofte

For natural and fluent communication, words in

and connected fl
relaxed and less mechanical.

These elements distinguish spoken English from writte

Key Pronunciation Featfures

ow. This blending of sounds, known as connec

ons.

d fluently?

ted speech, makes conversations so

n language, making it more fluid and expressive.

n merge together, creating @ smooth
und more

Explanation

Examples

Feature
Some function words (e.g.,
and, fo, of, have, can) are
pronounced in a weaker,
unstressed way in nafural
speech.

Weak Forms

| can do it~ (‘can’ is weak)
You should have told me - (‘have’ is weak)
| want fo go > ('to’ is weak)
A cup of tea > (‘of is weak)

A sound (often /t/ or /d/) is

omitted to make pronunciation
smoother.

Sound Dropping

Next day - ('t is dropped)
| don’t know = ('t is dropped)
Bits and pieces > (‘d’ is dropped from “and”)

Let me go / Let me see > ('t is dropped)

Extra sound (/w/, /r/, or /i/)
is added between two vowel
sounds fo make speech smooth-

er.

Sound Adding

Go on = (‘W is inserted)
Move on = (‘W' is inserted)
Go out > (smooth transition between vowels)

Task 1: Real-World Examples: Using the QR code below, watch the video and identify examples
of connected speech. Take notes and compare with your partner.
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Connected speech is not just a feature of everyday conversation; it's also essential in more formal confexts,
such as discussions and presentations. When you are delivering signposting expressions—such as infroducing
new points, emphasizing key ideas, or summarizing—it is important fo use connected speech fo ensure your
speech sounds fluid and engaging. By blending words together naturally, you will create a more polished
ond professional delivery, making your ideas clearer and more compelling to your audience. This connection
between fluent speech and effective communication is key, not only for casual dialogue but also for making
your discussions and presentations impactful.

Task 2: Using the QR code, watch the video and listen carefully to each sentence as the speaker
uses signposting expressions in the sample sentences. Pay close aftention to how words are blended  Zgz#5%
together naturally, showing features of connected speech. :

Underline or note down the parts where you notice:

* Weak forms (e.g., “to,” “of,” “and” being reduced)

® Sound dropping (e.g., missing consonants)

* Sound linking or adding (e.g., words joining fogether)

1. So, if I'm not mistaken, you're saying that cultural differences play a major role in workplace
communication. Let me see if | understood you correctly.

2. That's an inferesting point about leadership styles. Let me expand on it with an example from a well-
known company.

3. Your observation about the impact of technology is insightful. | can add to that by mentioning how Al'is
reshaping the job market.

4. So far, we have talked about the benefits of remote work. What about the theme of work-life balance?

S. Your question about cultural expectations in interviews is very relevant. You have brought up a good
side point, but for now, lef's stick to the main fopic of non-verbal communication.

6. We touched on the challenges of public speaking at the beginning. Referring back to what we have
discussed earlier, confidence-building techniques can make a real difference.

7. Before we move on fo the next section, let's summarize briefly what we have looked at so far.

Task 3: Practice saying the sentences below out loud, focusing on using natural connected speech.

1. You mentioned that effective teamwork depends on frust. Could you elaborate on that?
2. Today, we're covering strategies for persuasive speaking. We'll be looking at how to structure arguments

effectively.

3. First, I'll discuss the key challenges of time management. Then I'll move on to strategies for overcoming

them.

4. As we wrap up, let's take a moment to reflect. Finally, let me remind you of some of the issues we have
covered, from audience engagement to speech delivery.

5. We've explored various aspects of effective leadership. Before we move on, let's take a moment to reflect
on the key points so far.

6. That's an interesting point about leadership styles. I'd like to add to what you said about it with an
example from a well-known company.

Follow-up Task: Scan the QR codes below to watch short videos that explain connected
speech.

N
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‘Jf you can’t communicate and talk to other yeqpfe and get across
your ideas, you're giving up your yotentiaﬁ

Warren ‘Buﬁcet

''''''''''''
b A o S W W & -

. . Does my presentation have a structure that supports understanding and
- engagement?

| Have I considered how to connect with my audience in a sincere and confident way?

|f‘|'-r1' "
iy

Are my visuals and delivery working together to support—not replace—what I am
saying?

fﬂ Do I sound natural and present myself with positive energy and focus?
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Be the presenter you would want to fistm i‘é "
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u ER O URPRES ENil

:j Am I clear about what I want to say and why it matters?

E Does my presentation have a structure that supports understanding and

lf- ~ engagement?

e ..'!..1 .

: F Have I considered how to connect with my audience in a sincere and conﬁdetrF £

Are my visuals and delivery working fogether fo support—not replace—what I

L N _saymg?
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Your aﬁifity to communicate is an important tool in

your pursuit qf success.

Les Brown

- g i . . i . i il

EEFOIE Yol PRESENY

Am I clear about what I want to say and why it matters?

Does my presentation have a structure that supports understanding and
engagement?

Have I considered how to connect with my audience in a sincere and confident way?

Are my visuals and delivery working fogether to support—not replace—what I am
saying?

Do I sound natural and present myself with positive energy and focus?

LPTER Yol BRESEr

What went well?




THE FOREFRONT

ACHIEVING ACADEMIC SUCCESS IN SPEAKING

The Farernant: Achisving Swocess in Academls Spsfdkling 15 2 courseiank designad for university
students wha aimn to develap sirong, effectivs academic spesking xills The baak equip: fearrsers
with L tonls boakpress kheas clearhy strscture arguments persasively, and commurleate with
chnfldrnos in academic capterti—through both discussians and presentacicns.

Thenonk fetiaws a learmer-centeied and task-based apgroach. using carelulfy curaled Inpul (Bxty,
wideas and strectared activitles te quide students in dewvaloping their spoken Huency, accuracy and
interactlom skills. Tho thamatic pragression of the medules enconmges critlcal thinking whils
promating meaninglul sngagerment vith contemparary topics.

Whiak The Faraifrant offors

= Speaking tasks designed around relevant acadermic and real-voorle theaias (o lalp stisdents
cnigage in moaningful glscisssans, deveblap thair academic volce, and gain offective £ 1%=century
communation akills;

= fctivities designed to develop darty, fucncy, and strategizdss ef academic lnguage.

structurad suppart for manading and participatieg in academic discassiony, including turm-tsking,

eEgresying opinions, ard respanding critically.

» Models ard scaffalded practics far prasentations, Siscussion:, and D88 wassions.

= Praciical guklance onusing efective visuals, rhetarical stretegies, and dellvery techniquesin
tacadanil] presentations.

= [pntegrat=d pronunclazion si ARt 10 ifpeaye ofelBg bl ity and speaker confldenes,

» Uppartunities far relleclive and interctve tasks ta anbance peer callaiuratiomand feedback,




