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Introduction

A t  p re s e n t, F e lix  G u a tt a r i  is u n d o u b te d ly  b e st k n o w n  in  th e  E n g lis h -s p e a k in g  

vvorld fro m  his first vvork vvith G ille s  D e le u z e  ( 1 9 7 2 ) , tra n s la te d  as Capitalism  

and Schizophrenia: The Anti-Oedipus.

W ith  th is c o lle c tio n  o f  tra n s la te d  e ssa y s , d e r iv e d  fro m  tvvo b o o k s, Psy- 

chanalyse et transversalite ( M a s p e r o , 1972) a n d  L a Revolution moleculaire ( fid it io n s  

R e c h e rc h e s , S e r ie s  ‘ E n e r e ’ , 19 7 7 ) , re a d e rs  vvill novv h a v e  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to 

b e c o m e  a c q u a in te d  vvith G u a t t a r i ’s e a r lie s t  n o n -c o n jo in t  vvritin gs. T h e  e ssa y s  

fro m  th e first b o o k  r a n g e  ö v e r  th e  y e a r s  19 5 5  to 1970 . L a  Revolution moleculaire, 

a lth o u g h  p u b lis h e d  in  19 7 7 , w a s ‘c o n d e n s e d  a n d  a u g m e n te d ’ in  a  v e r s io n  o f  

1980 ( f id it io n s  10 /18 ). In  19 7 9  G u a tta r i  p u b lis h e d  a m o re  s y s te m a tic , 

th e o re tic a l vvork, L ’Inconscient machiniçue ( f id it io n s  R e c h e rc h e s ). YVith D e ­

le u z e  h e h as  a ls o  vvritten  tvvo sh o rte r  b o o k s: K afka: pour une litterature mineure 

(1 9 7 5 )  a n d  Rhizom es (1 9 7 6 ) , b o th  vvith fid it io n s  M in u it , w o rk s o f  tra n s itio n  

b u t b o th  in flu e n tia l, b e fo re  the se co n d  v o lü m e  o f  Capitalism and Schizophrenia, 

M ille  Plateaux, n o t y e t tra n s la te d .

T h e  e ssa y s  tr a n s la te d  in  th is  v o lü m e  in e lu d e  p r in c ip a liy  a rt ic le s  th a t  vvould 

b e  c o n sid e re d  p o l it ic a l  (in  a  w id e  se n se  o f  th is  term ) r a th e r  th a n  p h ilo so -  

p h ic a l, b u t in  th e  tr a d it io n  o f  G u a tt a r i  a n d  D e le u z e  th ere  c a n  b e  n o 

c o m p a r tm e n ta liz a tio n  o f  d isc ip lin e s : p h ilo s o p h y , p o litic s , s tru e tu ra lis t  

lin g u is tic s , p s y c h o a n a ly s is  (o r  ra th e r  its u n d o in g ) , m ic ro -s o c io lo g y  -  a li 

fro n tie rs  a re  v io la te d  b u t v io la te d  on  p r in c ip le .

T h is  p r a c t ic e  s im p ly  p u s h e s  in  a  m o re  r a d ic a l d ire e tio n  vvhat is in  fa c t  an 

e s ta b lis h e d  tr a d it io n  in F r e n c h  in te lle e tu a l life  in th is c e n tu ry : th a t  o n e  

sh o u ld  s tr a d d le  in  a  s u ff ic ie n tly  ‘m a g is te r ia l ’ m a n n e r  a t le a s t  tvvo d is c ip lin e s . 

T h u s  G e o r g e s  C a n g u ilh e m  c o m b in e s  p h ilo s o p h ic a l vvork vvith th e  a n a ly s is  o f  

th e  c a te g o r ie s  o f  m e d ic a l th o u g h t  a n d  th e  h is to ry  o f  b io lo g ic a l c o n c e p ts ; J e a n  

T o u s s a in t  D e s a n ti,  vvho s ta r te d  o f f  in  p h ilo s o p h y , b e c a m e  a p ro fe ss io n a l 

m a th e m a tic ia n  in  o rd e r  to p u r s u e  h is so rt o f  p h ilo s o p h y  m o re  efifectively . T h e  

p o ly m a th y  o f  F o u c a u lt  a n d  R e n e  T h o m  is a lr e a d y  fa m ilia r  to E n g lis h -  

la n g u a g e  re a d e rs . A p a r t  fro m  ‘s c h iz o -a n a ly s is ’ , D e le u z e  h a s  vvritten  ‘as a 

p h ilo s o p h e r ’ a  b o o k  o n  K a n t ,  tvvo o n  S p in o z a  a n d  tvvo on  N ie tz s c h e , a m o n g s t  

o th e rs . O n e  m ig h t  a d d  th a t  vvhen th is  s tr a d d lin g  o fd is c ip lin e s  is vvell d o n e  (as



in th e  cases m en tio n e d  h ere) th e  re su lts  c a n  be im p re ss iv e ; vvhen less vvell 

d o n e , d isa s tr o u s .

F e lix  G u a tta r i  vvas b y  o r ig in  a p s v c h o a n a ly s t  in th e  L a c a n  sch o o l b u t vvas 

p o lit ic a lly  e n g a g e d  fro m  v e r y  e a r ly  on . T h is  e n g a g e m e n t b e c a m e  in c r e a s in g ly  

a r t ic u la te d  th ro u g h  a n d  a fte r  th e  e v e n ts  o f  M a y  1968, in  vvhich h e p la y e d  a 

m a jö r  b e h in d -th e -s c e n e s  ro ie . B u t  a lso  th ro u g h  the ıg 6 o s  h e  vvorked a t  L a  

B o rd e  p s y c h ia tr ic  c lin ic  so u th  o f  P a ris  vvhere he e la b o ra te d  his id e a  o f  

‘ in s titu tio n a l a n a ly s is ’ as a  m e th o d o lo g ic a l c r it iq u e  o f  ‘ in s titu tio n a l 

p s y c h o th e r a p y ’ vvhich h ad  b e en  th e  id e o lo g y  o f  th e  c lin ic  s in ce  its in a u g u ra -  

tio n , in vvhich G u a tt a r i  p a r t ıc ip a te d , in 1953. S in c e  its fo rm a tio n  in 19 7 5  he 

h a s  b een  c e n tra lly  a c tiv e  in  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l N etvvork A lte r n a t iv e  to 

P s y c h ia tr y . H e  h as  h a d  so m e  critic is m  le v e lle d  a t  h im  b y  so m e  c irc le s  in  the 

‘a lte r n a t iv e ’ m o v e m e n t b e c a u s e  o f  his a sso c ia tio n  vvith L a  B o rd e , vvhere 

e le c tro s h o c k  ( E C T )  a n d  in su lin  c o m a  a re  stili p r a c tis e d . H e  is n o t a  d o c to r  

a n d  h a s  n e v e r  g iv e n  th e s e  tre a tm e n ts  to  a n y o n e , b u t m o re  im p o r ta n tly  his 

‘ in s titu tio n a l a n a ly s is ’ h a s  th e  sp e c if ic  a im  o f  ‘d e p a s s in g ’ p o lit ic a lly  the 

p r a c t ic e  o f  in s titu tio n a l p s y c h o th e r a p y . H is  c o n c e p t o f  tr a n s v e r s a lity  is 

vvorked o u t  as a  c r it iq u e  o f  in s titu tio n a l ‘ t r a n s fe re n c e ’ (th e  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  

c o n c e p t) . W h a t  h e m ea n s  b y  tr a n s v e rs a lity  in th e  in s titu tio n a l c o n te x t  

G u a tt a r i  e x p la in s  in  th e  c h a p te r  o f  th a t n a m e  in this b o o k . T h e  vvord, 

hovvever, a lso  c o n n o te s  a n  in te lle c tu a l m o b ility  a c ro ss  d is c ip lin e  b o u n d a rie s  

a n d  a b o v e  a li th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  a  co n tin u u m  th ro u g h  th eo ry , p r a c t ic e  a n d  

m ilita n t  a c tio n .

O u r  a u th o r  h as  a lso  m e t vvith c r itic is m  fro m  so m e  c irc le s  o f  the o rg a n iz e d  

left in te rm s o ( gauchiste ‘s p o n ta n e is m ’ . In  fa c t th ere  a re  fevv p e o p le  vvho h a v e  

th o u g h t o u t  so  c o n s is te n tly , c r it ic a lly  a .ıd  s e lf-c r it ic a lly  th e  p r o b le m  o f  

s p o n ta n e o u s  a c tio n , a r r iv in g  a t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th at it is a ‘ d a n g e ro u s  m y th ’ 

th a t  vve h a v e  to tra n s c e n d  in a  m u lt ip lic ity  o f  nevv p ra c tic e s  th at h e sp e c ifie s . I 

ca n  a lso  te stifv  to h is g e n e r o s ity  a n d  to th e  v e r y  p h v s ic a l risks th at h e h as ru n  

in h is d e fe n c e  o f  d is s id e n t I ta lia n  le ftists  a c c u s e d , vvith ou t p ro o fs b e in g  

b ro u g h t, o f  lin k s vvith te rro r ism . T o d a y ,  a fte r  th e  left a sce n s io n  to  povver in 

F r a n c e  on  10 M a y  19 8 1, F e lix  G u a tta r i  is in v o lv e d  vvith p u b lic ly  im p o r ta n t 

q u e s tio n s , s u c h  as th e  F re e  R a d io  sy ste m  (for vvhich  h e h a s  vvaged a lo n g  

s tru g g le  in E u ro p e )  a s a n  in d ic a t o r o f a  n e v v s ty le in  m ass c o m m u n ic a tio n  th a t 

c o n stitu te s  a r a tio n a l c h a lle n g e  to  ra tio n a l a d m in is tra to r s , vvho a t la st se e m  to 

b e  g e n u in e ly  c o n c e rn e d  vvith p ro b le m s  o fd e m o c r a c y  at th e  b a se  o f  s o c ie ty .

G u a t t a r i ’s p o s itio n  is n o t, as so m e  p e o p ie  h a v e  se e m e d  to  th in k , ‘a n ti-  

th e o r e tic a l ’ b u t re p r e s e n ts  a  nevv ty p e  o f  th e o re tic a l a c tiv ity  th a t vvould  a v o id  

th e  s im p lify in g  re d u c tio n  to  c o n ta in in g  s tru c tu re s  su c h  as th e  d y a d ic  a n d  

t r ia d ic  s itu a tio n s  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  ( tra n sfe r e n c e  s itu a tio n , O e d ip a l co m - 

p le x )  o r o f  C . S . P e ir c e ’s r e la tio n a l lo g ic  (to  vvhich h e o ften  re fers). T h e  

p a r t ic u la r  n a tu re  o f  th e  r ig o u r  th a t  G u a tta r i  is d e v e lo p in g  c a n  be seen  in



L ’lnconscient machinique, in  h is m o st re c e n t stili u n p u b lis h e d  vvritings a n d  in  the 

c h a p te r  on  ‘ C a p it a l is t  S y s te m s , S tr u c tu re s  a n d  P r o c e s s e s ’ (as y e t u n p u b ­

lish e d  in  F re n c h )  in  th is b o o k . H e  te lis  m e th a t  h is vievv o f  th e o ry  is th a t  it h as 

an  e s s e n tia lly  C reative  fu n c tio n , lik e  a rt. T h e  a im  o f  th eo ry  is to p r o d u c e  n e w , 

m o re  h e u r is t ic  th e o r e tic a l o b je c ts  an d  h e q u o te s  th e  in v e n tio n  o f  p o ly p h o n y  in 

m u sic . In  th e  left F r a n c e  o f  1982 e v e ry o n e  w a n ts  to  in v e n t nevv th e o r e tic a l 

o b je c ts . G u a tta r i  h as s u c c e e d e d  in  in v e n tin g  so m e  -  in fa c t q u ite  a  n u m b e r  o f  

th em .

In  th is  vvritin g, in d iv id u a ls , g ro u p s  a n d  ‘ th e  s o c ie ty ’ a re  n o t d e n ie d , b u t  the 

d e s ir in g  m a c h in e s  o p e ra te  in  the spaces betvoeen th ese  ‘e n titie s ’ . G u a t t a r i ’s 

vvritin g its e lf  issu e s  fro m  th is  so rt o f  in te r s p a c e  a n d  is d ire c te d  b a c k  a g a in  in to  

th ese  ‘sp a c e s  b etvveen ’ , vvh ich  a re  th e  s p a c e s  vvhere th in g s  a re  ageneees. T h e n , 

b y  a  c u r io u s  b u t c o m p r e h e n s ib le  lo g ic , th e  vvritin g its e lf  b e co m e s agencement. 

T h e  re a d e r  vvill h a v e  to vvork o u t  th e  m e a n in g  o f  th is  term  fro m  th e  te x t its e lf  

a n d  th e  G lo s s a r y ,1 b u t I s h a ll s im p ly  n o te  h ere  th a t  o n e  o f  th e  vvays th at 

G u a tta r i  u ses agencement is c lo se  to th e  w a y  th a t  E r v in g  G o ffm a n  d e s c r ib e s  the 

e v e r y d a y  life  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  e x p e r ie n c e , in Frame Analysis fo r e x a m p le . B u t  i f  

on e  s e a rc h e s  fo r a n a lo g ie s  betvveen G u a t t a r i ’s p o s itio n  a n d  p o s itio n s  in 

‘A n g lo -S a x o n ’ s o c ia l th o u g h t, o n e  is h a rd -p re s s e d  to  fin d  e q u iv a le n c e s  to  th e  

c o n c e p t o f  ru le  in , s a y , e th n o -m e th o d o lo g y  o r in  P. V V in ch ’s V V ittgen stein - 

o r ie n ta te d  ru le-fo llo vv in g  a p p r o a c h . T h e  c lo se s t o n e  c a n  g e t is in  th e  co n c e p - 

tio n  o f  a  ‘p la n e  o f c o n s is t e n c y ’ th a t G u a tta r i  d e v e lo p s .

T h e  q u es tio n  fo r G u a tt a r i ,  a n d  th e  rest o f  u s, is hovv to u n d o  th e  erstvvh ile  

e m a n c ip a to r y  rh e to r ic  o f  m u c h  o f  th e  se rie s  o f  so c ia l re v o lu tio n a r y  a ffirm a - 

tio n s o f  the ıg ö o s  a n d  e a r ly  1970S. H ovv to  re -th in k  vvhat th o u g h t m ig h t be. 

W e  m a y  h a v e  vvid ely d iffe re n t re sp o n s es  to  th is q u e s tio n , b u t  o n e  th in g  is sure: 

from  novv o n , in  n o  c o n c e iv a b le  vvay ca n  F e lix  G u a tt a r i ’s e x te n s iv e  an d  

in te n se  re sp o n s e  be left o u t  o f  a c c o u n t.

T h e  se le c tio n  o f  a rt ic le s  in  th is  b o o k  d e lib e r a te ly  o m its  a n u m b e r  o f  p ie c e s , 

a li o f  th em  in te re s tin g  b u t h a v in g  m a n y  lo c a l re fe re n ce s  d ire c te d  a t a  F re n c h  

p u b lic . T h e  E n g lis h - la n g u a g e  re a d e r  m a y  fin d  so m e  d iffic u lty  vvith the 

a u th o r ’s te r m in o lo g y , th o u g h  th ese  e a r lie r  vvritin gs b y  n o  m ea n s p res en t th e  

p ro b lem  o f  G u a t t a r i ’s la te r  an d  co n jo in t vvork. O n e  m ig h t o b je c t  to  so m e  o f  

the la n g u a g e  a n d  re m a r k  th a t  th ere  is a  p e rfe c tly  g o o d  p h ilo s o p h ic a l a n d  

s c ie n tific  la n g u a g e  th a t  h as  b y  n o  m ea n s b e en  e x h a u s te d  th ro u g h  2,500 y e a r s  

o f  h is to ry , b u t vve s h o u ld  n o t ju m p  to th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t G u a tta r i  is g u ilty  o f  

s ty lis t ic  p e rv e rs ity . A s  vvith D e le u z e  h is to ta lly  e x p lic it  a im  is to d e s tru c tu r e  a 

co n sc io u sn e ss  a n d  a  r a t io n a lity  o v e r -s u re  o f  i t s e lf  a n d  th u s to o  e a s y  p r e y  to 

s u b tle , an d  n o t so  s u b tle , d o g m a tis m s .

T h e  b o u n d a rie s  b etvveen  th e  fo rm s o f  h u m a n  a n d  n o n -h u m a n  m a tte r  th a t

t. R e fe re n c e  sh o u ld  b e  m a d e  to th e  v e r y  u sefu l a n d  lu c id  a c c o u n t  o 'î agencement g iv e n  in Dialogues: 

G illes D eleuze, Clûire P am et, F ia m m a r io n , 1 9 7 7 , p p . 8 4 - 9 1 .



w e e n c o u n t e r  in th e  w o r!d  a r e n e v e r  th a t  c le a r -c u t. I fw e c h o o s e  t o fo l lo w  F e lix  

G u a tt a r i  in his n o m a d is m  th ro u g h  re g io n s  o f  a m b ig u ity  it is b e c a u s e  w e  

g lim p s e  fro m  v e r y  e a r ly  o n  a n  e m in e n tly  r e w a r d in g  c la r ity  th a t e m e rg e s  

th r o u g h  th is  h ig h ly  o r ig in a l w rit in g .

D A V 1D C O O P E R



Sepulchre for an Oedipus Complex'

In  the fo rm  o f  a d e d ic a tio n  to L u c ie n  S e b a g an d  P ierre C lastres

D e a th , m y  fr ie n d , y o u  k n o w . B u t  vvhat d e a th ?  T h e  d e a th  vve ta lk  a b o u t, th e  

co m fo rt o f s le e p  a t  th e  la s t , o r  th e  d e a d  e n d  o f f in a l i t y  th a t p e o p le  d o n ’ t ta lk  

a b o u t  so  m u ch ?

W h e n  I vvas six  o r  s e v e n  th ere  vvas a  lo n g  p e rio d  vvhen I vvoke u p  e v e ry  n ig h t 

vvith th e  sa m e  n i g h t m a r e -  a  L a d y  in b la c k . S h e  vvas c o m in g  tovvards m y  b ed . 

I vvas te rrified  o f  h e r, a n d  m y  te rro r  vvoke m e  u p . I vvas a fra id  to  g o  b a c k  to  

s leep . T h e n , o n e  e v e n in g , m y  b r o th e r  le n t m e h is  a ir-g u n ; h e s a id  I m u st 

s im p ly  sh o o t h e r i f  sh e  c a m e  b a c k . S h e  n e v e r  c a m e  a g a in . B u t  vvhat re a lly  

su rp r ise d  m e, I r e m e m b e r  c le a r ly , is th a t  I d id  n o t in fa c t  lo a d  th e  (re a l)  g u n .

T h is  led  o f f  in  tvvo d ire e tio n s  a t o n c e . In  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  th e  g a r d e n  -  th a t  is 

o f  th e  sig n ifie d  -  it vvas m y  a u n t  E m ilia , m y  fa th e r ’s s is te r , vvith h e r  b la c k  

n a m e  a n d  h e r  b la c k  c lo th e s , a tru ly  h o rr ib le  vvom an; a n d  in th e  d ire c tio n  o f  

th e  c o u r ty a rd  -  th a t  is o f  th e  s ig n ifie r  -  it vvas th e  vva rd ro b e  vvith the m irro r  on 

it fa c in g  m y  b e d , in  m y  p a r e n ts ’ b e d r o o m . B u t  o f  co u rse! T h e  vvords 

th em se lv e s  e x p la in e d  it: l ’armoire, la Dame en m ir, la Dam e de moire, l ’arme noire, 

l ’armoise, les armes du moi, la M ouise , 2  In  th e  th irtie s , m y  fa th e r  h a d  g o n e  

b a n k ru p t, a n d , vvith th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  th is  a u n t, E m ilia , h e  h ad  se t o u t to  ra ise  

a n g o ra  ra b b its : b etvveen  th e  c ra s h  a n d  th e  s lu m p , vve e n d e d  u p  e a t in g  the 

ra b b its . P a p a  vvas on  th e  v e r g e o fs u ic id e ,  b u t o f  c o u rse  th ere  vvere the c h ild re n  

to  c o n s id e r  . . .

D e a th  a n d  th e  m irro r . I -vvho vvas th ere  a n d  vvho n eed  n o t h a v e  b e en  th e r e . I 

am  a li th ere. I a m  a li n o t th ere. I a m  a li o r  n o th in g .

T h e n  th ere  vvas th e  d o g . I t  h a d  b itte n  m e o r  k n o c k e d  m e ö v e r  o n  th e  g r a v e l 

o u ts id e  th e  b ig  h o u se  a t  M a ig r e m o n t, m y  A u n t  G e r m a in e ’s (s iste r o f  m y 

m a te m a l g r a n d m o th e r ) . I t  vvas ju s t  in  fro n t o f  a  la rg e , g lo o m y  g ro u n d -f lo o r  

ro o m , vvhere th ere  vvas a  b illia r d  ta b le  a n d  o n e  o f  th o se  th in g s  fo r tr y in g  

c lo th e s  o n , ja c k e t s  o r  d re sse s , I fo rg e t, a  h e a d le s s  b o d y , a  b o d y  th a t felt 

n o th in g  i f  y o u  s tu c k  a  k n ife  in to  it , on a  vvooden s ta n d , vvith a  vvooden b a ll on  

to p  o f  it. L a te r  o n  I lin k e d  it u p  vvith ‘ c o r p s e ’ , ‘b o d y ’ , vvhich I  fo u n d  in  an

ı .  P u b lis h e d  in th e  is su e  o f  Change e n t iı le d  ‘ D e ra is o n , d e s ir ’ .

2. T h e  v v a rd ro b e , th e  L a d y  in  b la c k . th e  L a d y  in  m o ire , th e  b la c k  w e a p o n , w o r m w o o d , the 

vveapons o f  th e  se lf, th e  D e p re s s io n .
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E n g lis h  v o c a b u la r y  vvith a b lu e  c o v e r , a  re a l s k v -b lu e . S tili la te r  I m a d e  the 

c o n n e c tio n  vvith D e le u z e ’s o rg a n le s s  B o d y .

R e a l te e th , n o t ju s t  th e  h u m p e d  g u m s  o f  the u n vvean ed.

M y s e lf ,  ly in g  so u n d le s s , s o m e th in g  I m u st h a v e  p ic k e d  u p  vvith out n o tic in g  

fro m  v a g u e  m e m o rie s  o f  N o r m a n d y . D e a th  in  th e  g a rd e n  h e re . T h e  d o g ’ s 

te e th . A  d o g  on the b a lc o n y , vva itin g  to  le a p  ö v e r  th e  e d g e . A  d o g  in th e  d a rk . 

Nom du chien, in  th e  n a m e  o f  the fa th e r. A  d o g  u tter in g , tr y in g  to  teli m e 

s o m e th in g . D o g s  vvith a cogitn. A n d  th en  th a t  s lim y  d o g  c o m in g d o v v n  th e  steps 

a t th e  en d  o f  Los olmdados. A n im a ls , a n im a te d  vvords, to tem s o f  d e a th .

A  d o v e , in a n o th e r  g a r d e n  (m y  p a te r n a l u n c le 's ) . It svvells u p  lik e  a fro g . It 

is a n  e a g le . M y  fa th e r ’ s gun. A  h u g e , te rr ify in g  e a g le . I fire, ö v e r  a n d  ö v e r  

a g a in . It is like  a  dummy. I t ’ s n o g o o d . C h a r lie  C h a p lin  g e ts  novvhere try in g  to 

h it  th e  g ia n t. ( I t  vvedges h is  h e a d  in a  g a s  la m p .)  A fte r  th in k in g  a b o u t  th is 

d re a m  for d a y s  o n  e n d  I fin a lly  re a liz e d  th a t  th e  d o v e  an d  the e a g le  vvere tvvo 

b its o f  m y  o ld  a d d r e s s  (ru e  d e  l ’A ig le ,  la  G a re n n e  C o lo m b e )  -  s im p ly  

n o s ta lg ia . T h e  c h ild  c lin g in g  to  h o m e  te rr ito ry  e v e n  vvhile p a r t  o f  h im  is try in g  

to g e t  avvav. W h o  vvould I b e  i f  I d id n ’ t c o m e  fro m  m y p a r e n ts ’ h o u se? T h e  

d e a d  b ird  flies a v v a y . I a m  m e. A  d e a th  in stin c t  u n le a sh e d  fo r g o o d . A n d  th is 

tim e  th e  (imaginaty) g u n  mas lo a d e d .

T h e r e  vvere n o m o re  a m b iv a ie n t  d o g s , n o  m o re  d o g -tu rd s  on  the g r a v e l. It is 

a li o r n o th in g . It is th e  e a g le  o r  th e  d o v e  -  n o t b o th  in  th e  s a m e  p la c e . A n d  

th e ıı, v vh atever h a p p e n s , it is n o th in g , n o th in g . A  p e rv e rse  M a n ic h e is tn . 

C h ild h o o d  h o m e  b ro k e n  o p e n , lik e  th e  e g g  o n  m y  (m a te r n a l)  c o u s in ’s p la te  in 

th e  b ig  b a s e m e n t k itc h e n  a t  M a ig r e m o n t. C h ild h o o d  h o m e  set a p a r t , lik e  the 

o il-c lo th -c o v e re d  ta b le  in  th e  c o r n e r  o f  a n o th e r  k itch e n .

I sp e n t six  n ıo n th s  vvith U n c le  C h a r le s  o f  th e  g a rd e n  vvith th e  b ird s. T h e y  

vvere vvaiting fo r h im  to  d ie  -  h e  h ad  lu n g  c a n c e r . W h e n  I le ft, th e y  th o u g h t he 

h ad  o n ly  a  few  d a y s  to liv e . I  n e v e r  vvent b a ck  to m y  fa th e r ’s fa m ily  h o m e 

a g a in .

A  g re a t e m p ty  s p a c e  a g a in s t  th e  vvall vvhere m y  p ia n o  alvvays sto o d : id e a  o f  

a  v a c u o le . O u ts id e  -  th e  S t r e e t ,  a cro s s ro a d s , t h a t  th in g  lik e  a n  is la n d  

o v e r h a n g in g  th e  p a v e m e n t  o p p o s ite  the e x it  o f  t h e  F r ie n d ly  S o c ie ty  h a il. 

F u r th e r  a lo n g , a  b ig  p ia n o  sh o p . L u c ie n  S e b a g  vvas th ere , le a n in g  a g a in s t  the 

vvall. I t  vvas e ith e r  b e fo re  o r  a fte r  his su ic id e . I d o n ’ t knovv. B u t h e h a d  a lre a d y  

g o n e  ö v e r  th e  O e d ip a l  vvall. A n d  h e  c e rta in ly  s ta y e d  th ere  -  b u t  th e n , h e h ad  

fa r  m o re  re a s o n  th a n  I d id ! I d id n ’ t vvant to  knovv. in s id e , th e re  vvas m y 

m o th e r  on  th e  g r o u n d  flo o r. M y  fa th e r  vvas u p s ta irs , p e rh a p s  -  o r p e rh a p s  he 

h a d  a lr e a d y  g o n e  -  n o o n e  k n e w  vvhere. J u s t  lik e  m y  p a te r n a l g r a n d fa th e r . I 

n e v e r  knevv h im , b u t h e  s h o u ld n ’ t h a v e  d o n e  it.

M a m a  b e h in d  a c a s h ie r ’s vvindovv. A  c o u n tr y  p o st-o ffice . T h e y  a r e  c lo sin g . 

I g e t  t h e r e ju s t  in  tim e . O r  to o  la te . S h e  c lo se s  h e r  a c c o u n t b o o k s. 1 b e se e c h . 

Sh! S h e  in d ic a te s  vvith h e r h e a d  a d o o r o n  h e r r ig h t  th a t  o p e n s o n to  d a rk n e ss .
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S ile n ce . P a n ic . H E  m u s tn ’ t h e a r. I t  s h o u ld  b e  sh u t; it ’s a li ö v e r . H e ?  W h o ?  

W h y , m y fa th e r  s u re ly , ly in g  on  his d e a th  b e d . H e  is vvaiting fo r  h e r  to  jo in  

h im . T h e r e ’ s a  p r o b le m  vvith th e  e le c tr ic  c o n n e c tio n  -  the lamp is g o in g  to  g o  

out; i t ’s a li ö v e r . In  th e  n ick  o f  tim e I m a n a g e  to  re c o n n e c t th e  th in g .

I ’m  nin e; it is a fe w  m o n th s  b e fo re  th e  o u tb r e a k  o fv va r. I a m  in  N o rm a n d y , 

a t m y (m a te r n a l)  g r a n d m o th e r ’s. W e  a re  ü s te n in g  to th e  ‘ tr a ito r  o f S t u t t g a r t ’ , 

J e a n  H e ro ld  P a q u is . M y  g r a n d fa th e r  ( g fa n d m o th e r  h as  re m a r r ie d ) , a  v a s t  

a n d  k in d ly  o ld  m a n , is s it t in g  o n  th e  to ile t. T h e  d o o r  is o p e n  so  th a t  h e  c a n  

h e a r  the ra d io . M y  c u tt in g -o u t  b o x  is  b y  h is feet -  lit t le  p a p e r  d o lls  I m a k e  

c lo th e s  for. G r a n d p a ’s h e a d  h a n g s  r ig h t  d o w n , o n to  his k n e e s, a n d  h is a rm s 

flo p  b e sid e  h im . Is  h e  to u c h in g  m y  to ys? I vvant to  sh o u t o u t to  h im . S ile n c e . I 

tu rn  m y  h e a d , slovvly -  a n  e t e r n i t y -  to w a r d s  th e  light on  th e  ra d io . A  te rr ib le  

cra sh . H e ’s fa lle n  o n to  th e  flo o r. G r a n d m o th e r  s c re a m s . I t ’s a stro k e . T u r n  o ff  

th e  ra d io . C a l i  th e  n e ig h b o u r s . I ’ m  a lo n e  in th e  d a rk . C r y in g , c ry in g .

‘W a n t  to h a v e  o n e  la s t  lo o k  a t  h im ? ’ T h e r e ’s a  n evvsp ap er ö v e r  h is  h e a d , to 

k ee p  o ff  th e  flies . T h e r e ’ s a  n evvsp ap er ö v e r  th e  ja m  G r a n d m o th e r ’ s j  u st m a d e

-  to  k ee p  o f f  th e  flies.

A  d e a d  b o d y  on  to p  o f  th e  c u p b o a r d  vvhere th e  p o ts o f  ja m  a re  k ep t.

I g a v e  th em  a  p o e m  to  p u t  in h is co ffin . ‘W h a t  rh y m e s  vvith bonheur?’ H e  h ad  

ansvvered, ‘ In s te a d  o f feu ille  morte, y o u  ca n  ju s t  p u t  Us feu illes  se meurenf. ‘B u t  

y o u  c a n ’ t s a y  th a t, G r a n d p a . ’ ‘Y o u  c a n  i f  I s a y  s o !’ I vvould  h a v e  to  ask  

so m eo n e  e lse . I lo v e d  h im  a  lo t, b u t h e  m ig h t n o t k n o w  s o m e th in g  lik e  th a t. 

H e ’d  b een  a  vvorker. A n  a m a z in g  m a n . A  s tr ik e r . T h e y ’d g o n e  o n  s tr ik e  a t 

M o n c e a u -le s -M in e s . T h e r e ’d  b een  f ig h tin g . S o m e  p e o p le  vvere k ille d .

*

C o n te m p la tin g  s u ic id e . A  p h o b ic  o b je c t. D y in g  to  e x o rc ise  d e a th . C o r p s e , 

B o d y , F le sh  c o n v u ls e d  to  p u t a n  e n d  to  fin itu d e . D e a th  in th e  hollovv o f  y o u r  

h a n d , a  fin g e r  o n  th e  tr ig g e r  -  to  tr ig g e r  o f f  a  lo t  m o re  c h a o s , fo r a li th e  o th e rs , 

to o . P u ttin g  th e  lid  d ovvn . P u llin g  th e  c h a in . V V iiling im p o te n c e .

O n e  b u lle t  in to  th e  m o u th , a n o th e r  in to  th e  h e a rt . J u s t  a  y e a r  b e fo re  h is 

b ro th e r  h e blevv h is b r a in s  o u t. A  s h o tg u n . P o in t b la n k . I c o u ld n ’ t u n d e rs ta n d  

it. I fo u g h t it vvith ou t u n d e rs ta n d in g . H is  vvay o fs a y in g f u c k  e v e r y th in g . I felt 

o n ly  ra g e . A s  i f  h e ’ d  sh o t m e.

N ai've p o lic e m e n  o n  b ic y c le s . B lo n d  h a ir . O u ts id e  the m etro  a t  tvvo a .m . 

C o m e  a n d  see  m e a g a in  vvhen y o u  c a n  p a y  m e, little  b o y , vvhen y o u ’ve  

e s ta b lis h e d  y o u r s e lf  in  so m e  vvay. T h is  w a s n ’ t r e a lly  h e r sce n e . M a y b e  sh e 

h a d  n o th in g  to  d o  vvith th a t  k in d  o f  sce n e .

A im e d  a t th e  b la c k , k ille d  th e  vvhite. F r a n k ly  novv, d o  y o u  r e a lly  th in k  I ’ m 

g o in g  to b e  a li r ig h t?  I ’ m  a m a z e d  b y  y o u r  nai've o p tim ism . I d o  feel a  lot 

b etter , it ’s tru e . B u t  th a t ’s ju s t  vvhat vvorries m e, b e c a u s e  v vh atever h a p p e n s , 

it ’s to o  la te . I ’ m too  o ld . I c a n ’ t s ta rt  a g a in  a t  th e  b e g in n in g . T h e  h o p e  y o u  try 

to g iv e  m e o n ly  m a k e s  m e  fee l a n x ie ty . A r e  y o u  re a lly  ta k in g  in  w h a t  I ’ m
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s a y in g ?  O r  is it y o u r  p ro fe ss io n a i d u ty  to  p r e te n d  n o t to b e lie v e  m e? Y o u  knovv

-  I ’v e  fin a lly  vvorked o u t  hovv to d o  it. J u s t  th in k in g  o f  it m a k es  m e h a p p y . B u t 

I ’ ll h a v e  to vvait a  w h ile , it c a n  o n ly  b e  d o n e  in  th e  sp r in g . I t ’ ll b e  lo v e ly , y o u ’ ll 

see. F a llin g  a s le e p  o n  th e  b e a c h  vvhen th e  tid e  is c o m in g  in - j u s t  ta k in g  a few  

ta b le ts  f i r s t - j u s t  to o  m a n y , so  as to  le t  o n e s e lf  be c a rr ie d  o u t vvith out a  fig h t.

I feel s e c re tly  c lo se  to  a li th e  o th e r  p e o p le  vvho d o n ’ t vvant d e a th  to  be 

s o m e th in g  th a t  c o m e s  fro m  o u ts id e  th e m se lv e s . P r a c d s in g  m o u r n in g  fo r 

th e m se lv e s  lik e  a  p ia n is t  p r a c t is in g  h is s c a le s . D e a th  to  vvard ofT so m e th in g  

vvorse? A  d e a th  w ith  vvh ich  vve co m e  to  feel c o m p le te ly  a t  h o m e? B u t  th e r e ’s 

a n o th e r  d e a th  o f  vvhich  o n e  c a n  s a y  n o th in g , vvhich  h as  n o  p o in ts  o f  re fe re n ce , 

vvhich a lie n a te s  e v e r y th in g . T vvo  ra tio n a le s  o f  su ic id e : the p a ra n o id - fa m ilia l 

o f  V V erther, a n d  th e  s c h iz o -in c e s t  o f  K le is t . O n  the o n e  h a n d , d e a th  is h u m a n  

a n d  m e a n in g fu l:  M a m a , y o u  u n d e rs ta n d , I c o u ld n ’ t g o  o n , Y e s  so n , I 

u n d e r s ta n d , Y e s  G e n e r a l, I  u n d e rs ta n d , e v e ry o n e  u n d e rs ta n d s , d e a th  is 

q u ic k , d e a th  is p a th e tic . O n  th e  o th er , d e a th  is p r o u d , th ere  is a  c o n te m p la t iv e  

d r ift in g  ( i f  th a t  is vvhat it is) tovvards in fin ity , d is s o lu tio n  th ro u g h  in a d v e r t-  

en ce.

T h e  s ig n if ic a n t  im a g e , to  be c o n v in c in g , to  s ta g e  th e  d e a th  sce n e , d rie s  its 

t e a r s -  th e  p la y - a c t in g  is ö v er! I t  sn a tc h e s  a t th e  fig ü r e  o f  d e a th , th e  d e a th  th a t 

is a  d e s ire  tu rn e d  u p s id e  dovvn. A t  first it m a y  h a v e  b een  ju s t  a  g a m e , a  d iz z v  

sp in  -  co m e  o n , s c a re  m e! B u t  it g e ts  c a u g h t  u p  in th e  m o v in g  c h a in , a n d  is 

b ro k e n  a n d  s h a tte re d . T h e  im a g in e d  d e a th  th en  o p e n s o n to  a  c o m p le te ly  

d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  d e s ire . W ith  e v e r y  b re a k  a n o th e r  re b e l d e a th . A r e y o u g o i n g  

to  g e t rid  o f  y o u r  O e d ip u s  fo r g o o d ?  S in c e  I ’m  in it  u p  to  the n e c k , le t  m e 

p r e s e n t m y s e lf  fo r th e  h o lo c a u s t. D e c id in g  th e  u n d e c id a b le . J o in  ‘s o c ie ty ’s 

s u ic id e s ’ . S to p  g o in g  a lo n g  vvith th e  sy ste m  a t  th e  v e r y  m o m e n t vvhen it h as 

b e c o m e  in to le r a b le politically. D e a th  -  to c u t  o f f  the la st p o s s ib le  lin e  o f  re tre a t. 

A n d  to  sp it in s o c ie ty ’ s e ve , w ith  a li its c o n -tr ic k s  a b o u t  life  as a  p r e p a ra t io n  fo r 

d e a th , a n d  its  s o c ia l s e rv ic e s  to  m a k e  life  to le ra b le  on  th e  s e a m y  s id e , its 

E r o s - T h a n a t o s  c o c k ta ils . T h e r e  is th e  la st re flec tio n  o n  th e  fro ste d  p ic tu re s  o f  

e x p e c ta t io n , th e  a g o n iz in g  vvren ch , a n d  a t la st d e a th  -  th e  d ia m o n d  o f  

u n n a m a b le  d es ire .
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Trans versality'

In s titu tio n a l th e r a p e u tic s  is a  d e lic a te  in fa n t. i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t n e e d s  c lo se  

w a tc h in g , a n d  it te n d s  to  k e e p  v e r y  b a d  c o m p a n y . In  fa c t , th e  th re a t  to  its life 

co m es n o t fro m  a n y  c o n g e n ita l d e b il ity , b u t fro m  th e  fa ctio n s  o f  a li k in d s  th a t 

a re  ly in g  in  vvait to  ro b  it o f  its sp e c if ic  o b je c t . P s y c h o lo g is ts , p sy c h o - 

so c io lo g is ts , e v e n  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts , a re  r e a d y  to  ta k e  ö v e r  b its  o f  it th a t  th ey  

c la im  to  b e  th e ir  p r o v in c e , vvhile v o r a c io u s  g o v e m m e n ts  Iook fo r  th e ir  c h a n c e  

to ‘ in c o r p o r a te ’ it  in th e ir  o ff ic ia l te x ts . H o w  m a n y  o f  th e  h o p e fu l o ffs p r in g  o f  

a v a n t-g a r d e  p s y c h ia tr y  h a v e  b e en  th u s k id n a p p e d  e a r ly  in  life s in c e  th e  e n d  o f  

the la st w a r -  e r g o - th e r a p y , so c ia l th e r a p y , c o m m u n ity  p s y c h ia tr y  a n d  so  on .

L e t  m e b e g in  b y  s a y in g  th a t  in s titu tio n a l th e r a p e u tic s  hasg o t a n  o b je c t , a n d  

th at it m u st b e  d e fe n d e d  a g a in s t  e v e ry o n e  vvho vvants to  m a k e  it d e v ia te  from  

it; it m u st n o t le t  i t s e lf  b e c o m e  d iv o r c e d  fro m  th e  r e a lity  o f  th e  so c ia l 

p r o b le m a tic . T h is  d e m a n d s  b o th  a  nevv a vvaren ess a t  th e  vvidest p o s s ib le  

so c ia l le v e l -  fo r in s ta n c e  th e  n a t io n a l a p p r o a c h  to  m e n ta l h e a lth  in  F r a n c e  -  

an d  a d e fın ite  th e o r e tic a l s ta n c e  in  re la tio n  to  e x is t in g  th e r a p e u tic s  a t  th e  

m ost te c h n ic a l le v e ls . In  a  se n se  it m a y  b e  s a id  th a t  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  

co m m o n  a p p r o a c h  in  th e  p r e s e n t-d a y  p s y c h ia tr ic  m o v e m e n t re fle c ts  th e  

se g re g a tio n  th a t  p e rs is ts  in  v a r io u s  fo rm s betvveen  th e  vvorld o f  th e  m a d  a n d  

the rest o f  s o c ie ty . P s y c h ia tr is ts  vvho ru n  m e n ta l in stitu tio n s  su ffer fro m  a 

d is ju n c tio n  betvveen th e ir  c o n c e m  fo r th o se  in  th e ir  c a r e  a n d  m o re  g e n e ra l 

so c ia l p r o b le m s  th a t  shovvs i t s e l f  in  v a r io u s  w a y s :  a  s y s te m a tic  fa ilu r e  to 

u n d e rs ta n d  vvh at is g o in g  o n  o u ts id e  th e  h o s p ita l vvalls, a  te n d e n c y  to 

p s y c h o lo g ize  s o c ia l p r o b le m s , c e r ta in  b lin d  s p o ts  a b o u t  vvork a n d  a im s  inside 

th e  in stitu tio n  a n d  so  o n . Y e t  th e  p ro b le m  o f  th e  e ffe ct o f  th e  s o c ia l s ig n if ie r  o n  

th e  in d iv id u a l fa ce s  us a t  e v e r y  m o m e n t a n d  a t  e v e r y  le v e l, a n d  in th e  c o n te x t  

o f  in s titu tio n a l th e r a p e u tic s  o n e  c a n n o t h e lp  c o m in g  u p  a g a in s t  it a li th e  tim e. 

T h e  so c ia l r e la t io n s h ip  is  n o t s o m e th in g  a p a r t  fro m  in d iv id u a l a n d  fa m ily  

p ro b lem s; o n  th e  c o n tr a ry :  vve a re  fo r c e d  to  re c o g n iz e  it in  e v e r y  c a s e  o f  

p s y c h o -p a th o lo g y , a n d  in  m y  vievv it  is e v e n  m o re  im p o r ta n t  vvhen o n e  is 

d e a lin g  vvith th o se  p s y c h o tic  s y n d ro m e s  th a t  p r e s e n t th e  m o st ‘d e -s o c ia liz e d ’ 

a p p e a r a n c e .

ı . A  re p o rt  p re s e n te d  to th e  first  In te r n a t io n a l P s y c h o - D r a m a  C o n g r e s s ,  h e ld  in  P a r is  in  

S e p te m b e r  1964. P u b lis h e d  in  th e  Revue depsychotherapie insütutionelle, no. ı .



F re u d , vvhose vvork m a in ly  d e v e lo p e d  a ro u n d  th e  p r o b le m  o f  th e  n eu ro ses, 

vvas w e ll avvare o f  th is  p r o b le m , as vve c a n  see , fo r in s ta n c e , fro m  th e  follovving:

I f  vve dvvelt o n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  d a n g e r  for  a m o m e n t ,  vve c a n  s a y  t h a t  in f a c t  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  a n x i e t y  ( t h a t  ıs.  s i t u a t i o n  o f  d a n g e r )  is a l l o t t e d  to  e v e r y  a g e  o f  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  b e i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  it.  T h e  d a n g e r  o f  p s y c l ı i c a l  h e i p l e s s n e s s  fits th e  

s t a g e o f t h e  e g o ’ s e a r l y  i m m a t u r i t y ;  t h e  d a n g e r  o f l o s s  o f  a n  o b j e c t  (o r loss  o f i o v e )  fits the 

i a c k  o f s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  in th e  f i rs t  y e a r s  o f  c h i l d h o o d ;  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  b e i n g  c a s t r a t e d  fits 

the. p h a l l i c  p h a s e ;  a n d  f i n a l l y  f e a r  o f  t h e  s u p e r - e g o ,  vvh ic h  a s s u m e s  a s p e c i a l  p o s it io r . ,  

f its  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  l a t e n c y .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  th e  o l d  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  a n x i e t y  

s h o u l d  b e d r o p p e d ,  s i n c e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  d a n g e r  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to  t h e m  h a v e  lo st  t h e ir  

i m p o r t a ı ı c e  o v v in g  to  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  e g o .  B u t  t h is  o n l y  o c c u r s  m o s t  i n c o m -  

p i e t e l y .  M a n y  p e o p l e  a r e  t ı n a b l e  to  s u r m o u n t  t h e  f e a r  o f l o s s  o f i o v e ;  t h e y  n e v e r  b e c o m e  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e ’ s l o v e  a n d  in th is  r e s p e c t  c a r r v  o n  t h e i r  

b e h a v i o u r  a s  in fa n ts .  F e a r  o f  t h e  s u p e r - e g o  s h o u l d  n o r m a l l y  n e v e r  c e a s e ,  s in c e ,  in the 

f o r m  o f  m o r a l  a n x i e t y ,  it  is i n d i s p e n s a b l e  in  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  o n l y  in  t h e  r a r e s t  c a s e s  

c a n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  b e c o m e  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  h u m a n  s o c i e t y .  A  fevv o f  th e  o l d  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  

d a n g e r ,  t o o ,  s u c c e e d  in s u r v i v i n g  i n t o  l a t e r  p e r i o d s  b y  m a k i n g  c o n t e m p o r a r y  m o d i f i c a -  

t i o n s  in t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  a n x i e t y . ' !

W h a t  is the o b s ta c le  th a t th e  ‘o ld  d e te rm in a n ts  o f a n x ie t y ’ co m e  u p  a g a in s t  

a n d  th a t p r e v e n t th e ir  a lto g e th e r  d is a p p e a r in g ?  W h e n c e  th is  p e rs is te n c e , th is 

s u r v iv a l o f  n e u r o t ic  a n x ie tie s  o n c e  the s itu a tio n s  th a t p ro d u c e d  th em  a re  p a st, 

a n d  in  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  ‘ s itu a t io n  o f  d a n g e r ’ ? A  fevv p a g e s  e a r lie r , F re u d  

re a ffirm s th a t a n x ie ty  p r e c e d e s  re p res sio n : th e  a n x ie ty  is c a u s e d  b y  an 

e x te rn a l d a n g e r , it is real\ b u t  th a t  e x te rn a l d a n g e r  is a c tu a lly  e v o k e d  a n d  

d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  in s t in c tu a l in te rn a l d a n g e r: ‘ I t is tru e  th a t  th e  b o y  felt 

a n x ie ty  in  th e  fa c e  o f  a  d e m a n d  b y  h is lib id o  -  in th is  in s ta n c e  a n x ie ty  a t b e in g  

in  lo v e  vvith h is  m o th e r .’ 3 T h u s  it is th e  in te rn a l d a n g e r  th at la y s  th e  g ro u n d  

fo r th e  e x te r n a l. I n  te rm s o f  r e a lity , th e  re n u n c ia tio n  o f  th e  b e lo v e d  o b je c t  

c o rr e la te s  vvith th e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  loss o f  th e  m e m b e r, b u t  the ‘c a s tra tio n  

c o m p le x ’ i t s e l f  c a n n o t  b e  g o t  rid  o f  b y  su c h  a re n u n c ia tio n . F o r  in  e ffe ct it 

im p lie s  th e  in tr o d u c tıo n  o f  an  a d d it io n a l te rm  in  th e  s itu a tio n a l tr ia n g u la tio n  

o f  th e  O e d ip u s  c o m p le x , so  th a t  th ere  c a n  be no e n d  to th e  th re a t  o f  c a s tra tio n  

vvhich vvill c o n t in u a lly  r e a c t iv a te  vvhat F re u d  c a lls  th e  ‘ u n c o n s c io u s  n eed  for 

p u n is h m e n t ’ .4 C a s tr a t io n  a n d  p u n is h m e n t, vvhose p o s itio n  h a d  re m a in e d  

p r e c a r io u s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  ‘p r in c ip le  o f  a m b iv a le n c e ’ g o v e r n in g  th e  c h o ic e  o f  

th e  v a r io u s  p a r t  o b je c ts , a re  th u s  ir r e v e r s ib ly  c a u g h t  u p  in  th e  vvorkin g o f  the 

s o c ia l s ig n if ie rs . H e n c e fo r th , th e  a u th o r ity  o f  th is social reality vvill b a se  its 

s u r v iv a l o n  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  an  ir r a t io n a l m o r a lity  in vvhich p u n is h m e n t

2. Ak ıv  h ü -T o d u c ıo r y  L ectures on P sy ch oan aly sis , t ra n s.  J a m e s  S t r a c h e y ,  P e ü c a n  e d i d o n ,  ' .973,  pp.  

1 2 0 - 2 1 ,

3. ib i d . ,  p.  118.

4. ib i d . ,  p.  141.



vvill b e  ju s t if ie d  s im p ly  b y  a  lavv o f  b lin d  re p e tit io n , s in c e  it c a n n o t be 

e x p la in e d  b y  a n y  e th ic a l le g a lity . I t  is n o t th erefo re  a n y  u se  tr y in g  to 

re c o g n iz e  th is  p e r s is te n c e  o f  a n x ie ty  b e y o n d  a c tu a l ‘s itu a tio n s  o f  d a n g e r ’ 

th ro u g h  so m e  im p o s s ib le  d ia lo g u e  betvveen  th e  e g o  id e a l a n d  th e  su p e r-e g o ; 

w h a t it in  fa c t m ea n s  is th a t th o se  ‘s itu a tio n s  o f  d a n g e r ’ b e lo n g  to th e  s p e c if ic  

‘ s ig n ify in g  lo g i c ’ o f  th is  p a r t ic u la r  so c ia l fram evvo rk , vvhich vvill h a v e  to be 

a n a ly s e d  vvith th e  s a m e  m a ie u tic  r ig o u r  as is b ro u g h t to  b e a r  in the 

p s y c h o a n a ly s is  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l.

T h e  p e rs is te n c e  is r e a lly  a  re p e tit io n , th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  a  d e a th  in stin c t. B y  

see in g  it m e r e ly  as a  c o n tin u ity , vve m iss th e  q u e s tio n  im p lie d  in  it. I t  seem s 

n a tu ra l to  p r o lo n g  th e  r e so lu tio n  o f  th e  O e d ip u s  c o m p le x  in to  a  ‘s u c c e s s fu l’ 

in te g ra tio n  in to  s o c ie ty . B u t  s u r e ly  it vvould  be m o re  to th e  p o in t to  see  th a t 

the vvay a n x ie ty  p e rs is ts  m u st b e  lin k e d  vvith th e  d e p e n d e n c e o ft h e  in d iv id u a l 

on th e  c o lle c t iv ity  d e s c r ib e d  b y  F r e u d . T h e  fa c t is th a t, b a r r in g  so m e  to ta l 

c h a n g e  in  th e  s o c ia l o r d e r , th e  c a s tr a t io n  c o m p le x  c a n  n e v e r  be s a tis fa c to r ily  

reso lved , s in c e  c o n te m p o r a r y  s o c ie ty  p e rs is ts  in  g iv in g  it a n  u n c o n s c io u s  

fu n ctio n  o f  s o c ia l re g u la t io n . T h e r e  b e c o m e s  a m o re  a n d  m o re  p r o n o u n c e d  

in c o m p a tib ility  betvveen  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  fa th e r , as th e  b a s is  o f  a  p o s s ib le  

so lu tio n  for th e  in d iv id u a l o f  th e  p r o b le m s  o f  id e n tif ic a tio n  in h e r e n t in  the 

s tru c tu re  o f  th e  c o n ju g a l fa m ily , a n d  th e  d e m a n d s  o f  in d u s tr ia l s o c ie tie s , in 

vvhich an  in te g r a tin g  m o d e l o f  th e  fa th e r/ k in g / g o d  p a tte rn  te n d s to lo se  a n y  

e ffectiven ess o u ts id e  th e  s p h e re  o f  m y s tific a tio n . T h is  is e s p e c ia lly  e v id e n t  in 

p h ases o f  so c ia l re g re s s io n , as fo r in s ta n c e  vvhen fa sc ist, d ic ta to r ia l re g im e s  o r 

reg im es o f  p e rs o n a l, p r e s id e n tia l povver g iv e  rise  to  im a g in a r y  p h e n o m e n a  o f  

c o lle c tiv e  p s e u d o -p h a llic iz a t io n  th a t  e n d  in a  r id ic u lo u s  to te m iz a tio n  b y  

p o p u la r  v o te  o f  a  le a d e r: th e  le a d e r  a c tu a lly  re m a in s  e s s e n tia lly  vvith ou t a n y  

real c o n tro l ö v e r  th e  s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e  o f  th e  e c o n o m ic  sy s te m , vvhich  stili 

co n tin u e s to  re iııfo rc e  th e  povver a n d  a u to n o m y  o f  its fu n c tio n in g . T h e  

K e n n e d y s  a n d  K h r u s h c h e v s  w h o  tr ie d  to e v a d e  th is  lavv vvere ‘ s a c r if ic e d ’ -  

th o u g h  b y  d iffe re n t r itu a ls  -  th e  o n e  on  th e  a lta r  o f  th e  o il c o m p a n ie s , the 

others on th a t o f  th e  b a r o n s  o f h e a v y  in d u s tr y .

T h e  re a l s u b je c tiv ity  in m o d e rn  S ta te s , th e  re a l povvers o f  d e c is io n  -  

vvh atever the o ld -fa s h io n e d  d re a m s  o f  th e  b e a re rs  o f ‘n a tio n a l le g it im a c y ’ -  

ca n n o t be id e n tif ie d  vvith a n y  in d iv id u a l o r vvith th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a n y  sm a ll 

g ro u p  o fe n lig h te n e d  le a d e rs . I t  is stili u n c o n s c io u s  a n d  b lin d , a n d  th ere  is n o  

h op e th a t a n y  m o d e rn  O e d ip u s  vvill g u id e  its  s te p s. T h e  so lu tio n  c e rta in ly  

does n ot lie  in  s u m m o n in g  u p  o r tr y in g  to re h a b ilita te  a n c e s tr a l fo rm s, 

p rec is e ly  b e c a u s e  th e  F r e u d ia n  e x p e r ie n c e  h as ta u g h t  us to see  th e  p r o b le m  of, 

on the o n e  h a n d , th e  p e rs is te n c e  o f  a n x ie ty  b e y o n d  c h a n g e s  in th e  s itu a tio n  

th at p r o d u c e d  it, a n d  on  th e  o th er , th e  lim its  th a t  c a n  be a s s ig n e d  to  th is 

p ro cess. T h is  is w h e re  in s titu tio n a l th e r a p e u tic s  co m es  in: its o b je c t  is to  try  to 

ch a n g e  the d a ta  a c c e p te d  b y  th e  su p e r-e g o  in to  a  nevv k in d  o f  a c c e p ta n c e  o f



‘ in it ia t iv e ’ , r e n d e r in g  p o in tle ss  th e  b lin d  so c ia l d e m a n d  fo r a p a r t ic u la r  k in d  

o f  c a s tr a t in g  p r o c e d u r e  to th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  a n y th in g  e lse.

VVhat I  a n ı novv p ro p o s in g  is o n ly  a te m p o ra r y  m ea su re . T h e r e  a re  a  certa in  

n u m b e r  o ffo r m u la t io n s  th a t I h a v e  fo u n d  u sefu l to  m a rk  d iffe re n t sta g e s  in  an 

in s titu tio n a l e x p e r im e n t. I th in k  it s e n sib le  to  set ou t a k in d  o f  g r id  o f  

c o rr e s p o n d e n c e  betvveen  th e  m e a n d e r in g  o f  m ea n in g s  a n d  id e a s  a m o n g  

p sych o tic .s , e s p e c ia lly  s c h iz o p h re n ic s , a n d  th e  m e c h a n is m s o f  g r o w in g  d is- 

c o rd a n c e  b e in g  set u p  a t a li le v e ls  o f  in d u s tr ia l so c ie ty  in  its n e o -c a p ita lis t  an d  

b u r e a u c r a t ic  s o c ia lis t  p h a s e  w h e r e b y  th e  in d iv id u a l te n d s to h a v e  to id e n tify  

vvith a n  id ea) o f  c o n s u m in g -m a c h in e s -c o n s u m in g -p r o d u c in g -m a c h in e s . T h e  

s ile n c e  o f  th e  c a ta to n ic  is p e rh a p s  a p io n e e r in g  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th a t id e a l. I f  

th e  g r o u p  is g o in g  to s tr u c tu r e  its e lf  in te rm s o f  a re je ctio n  o f  th e  sp o k e n  w o rd , 

vvhat re sp o n s e  is th ere  a p a r t  fro m  sile n ce ?  H ovv c a n  an  a re a  o f  th a t s o c ie ty  be 

a lte re d  so as to  m a k e  even  a  sm a ll d e n t in the p ro ces s  o f  re d u c in g  th e  sp o ken  

w o r d  to a vvritten  system ? W e  m u st, I th in k , d is t in g u is h  betvveen g ro u p s  o f  

tvvo k in d s. O n e  m u st be e x tr e m e iy  vvary o f  fo r m a l d e s c r ip tio n s  o f  g ro u p s  th at 

d efin e  th em  a p a r t  fro m  w h a t  th ey  a re  a im in g  to d o . T h e  g ro u p s  vve a re  d e a lin g  

vvith in in s titu tio n a l th e r a p e u tic s  a re  in v o lv e d  in a  d efin ite  a c tiv ity , a n d  are  

to ta l ly  d iffe re n t fro m  th o se  u s u a lly  in v o lv e d  in vvhat is kııovvn as re se a rc h  in to  

g r o u p  d y n a m ic s . T h e y  a re  a tta c h e d  to  a n  in s titu tio n , a n d  in so m e sen se  or 

o th e r  th ey  h a v e  a  p e rs p e c tiv e , a v ievvp o in t on th e  vvorld, a j o b  to d o .

T h is  first d is t in c tio n , th o u g h  it m a y  p r o v e  d iffic u lt  to su s ta in  as vve g o  

fu rth e r , c a n  b e  s u m m a r iz e d  as b e in g  o n e  betvveen in d e p e n d e n t g ro u p s  and  

d e p e n d e n t g ro u p s . T h e  s u b je c t  g ro u p , o r g r o u p  vvith a  ‘v o c a t io n ’ , e n d e a v o u rs  

to c o n tro l its ovvn b e h a v io u r  a n d  e lu c id a te  its o b je c t , a n d  in th is c a se  can  

p r o d u c e  its o w n  to o ls  o f  e lu c id a tio n . S c h o tte 3 c o u ld  sa y  o f  th is ty p e  o f  g ro u p  

th a t  it h e a rs  a n d  is h e a rd , a n d  th a t it ca n  th erefo re  vvork o u t its ovvn sy ste m  o f  

h ie r a r c h iz in g  s tru c tu re s  a n d  so  b e c o m e  o p e n  to a vvorld b e y o n d  its ovvn 

im m e d ia te  in te re sts . T h e  d e p e n d e n t g r o u p  is n o t c a p a b le  o f  g e tt in g  th in g s 

in to  th is  so rt o f  p e rs p e c tiv e ; the vvay it h ie r a r c h iz e s  s tru c tu re s  is s u b je c t  to its 

a d a p ta t io n  to  o th e r  g ro u p s . O n e  ca n  s a y  o f  th e  s u b je c t  g ro u p  th a t it m a k e s  a 

s t a t e m e n t -  vvh ereas o f  th e  d e p e n d e n t g r o u p  o n ly  th a t ‘ its c a u s e  is h e a r d ’ , b u t 

n o  o n e  knovvs vvhere o r  b y  vvhom , o r  vvhen.

T h is  d is t in c tio n  is n o t a b s o lu te ; it is s im p ly  a  first a tte m p t to in d e x  the kind  

o f  g r o u p  vve a re  d e a lin g  vvith. In  fa c t  it  o p e ra te s  like  tw o  p o les  o f  re feren ce , 

s in ce  e v e r y  g ro u p , b u t e s p e c ia lly  e v e ry  s u b je c t  g ro u p , te n d s to o sc ilia te  

betvveen tw o  p o s itio n s : th a t o f  a  s u b je c tiv ity  vvhose vvork is to  sp e a k , a n d  a 

s u b je c tiv ity  vvhich  is lo st to vievv in th e  o th e r n e s s  o f  so c ie ty . T h is  re feren ce  

p r o v ıd e s  u s vvith a  s a fe g u a r d  a g a in s t  fa llin g  in to  the fo r m a lism  o f  role- 

a n a ly s is ;  it a ls o  le a d s  us to c o n s id e r  th e  p ro b le m  o f  the p a rt p la y e d  b y  the

j .  J .  S c h o r ie ,  ‘ L e  T r a n s fe r t  d it  fo n d a m e n ta l d e  F re u d  p o u r  p o se r  le p ro b le m e : p s y c h a n a ly s e  et 
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in d iv id u a l in  th e  g r o u p  as a  b e in g  vvith th e  povver o f  sp e e c h , a n d  th u s  to 

re -e x a m in e  th e  u s u a l m e c h a n is m  o f  p s y c h o -s o c io lo g ic a l a n d  s tr u c tu r a lis t  

d es c r ip tio n s . İ t  is a ls o , u n d o u b te d ly , a vvay o f g e t t in g  b a c k  to  th e  th eo r ie s  o f  

b u re a u c r a c y , s e lf-m a n a g e m e n t, ‘ tr a in in g  g r o u p s ’ a n d  so  on , vvhich r e g u la r ly  

fa il in th e ir  o b je c t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  s c ie n tis t ic  re fu sa l to in v o lv e  m e a n in g  a n d  

co n te n t.

I th in k  it c o n v e n ie n t  fu r th e r  to d is t in g u is h , in  g r o u p s , betvveen  th e  ‘ m an i- 

fest c o n te n t ’ -  th a t  is , vvh at is sa id  a n d  d o n e , th e  a tt itu d e s  o f  th e  d iffe re n t 

m em b e rs, th e  s c h is m s , th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  le a d e rs , o f  a s p ir in g  le a d e rs , 

s c a p e g o a ts  a n d  so  o n  -  a n d  th e  ‘ la te n t  c o n te n t ’ , vvhich c a n  be d is c o v e r e d  o n ly  

b y  in te r p r e tin g  th e  v a r io u s  e s c a p e s  o f  m e a n in g  in th e  o rd e r  o f  p h e n o m e n a . 

W e  m a y  d e fin e  th is  la te n t  c o n te n t as ‘ g r o u p  d e s ir e ’ : it m u st b e  a r t ic u la te d  

vvith the g r o u p ’s s p e c if ic  fo rm  o f  lo v e  a n d  d e a th  in stin cts .

F re u d  sa id  th a t in s e rio u s  n e u ro se s  th ere  vvas a  d is lo c a tio n  o f  th e  fun - 

d a m e n ta l in stin c ts ; th e  p r o b le m  fa c in g  the a n a ly s t  vvas to  r e in te g ra te  th em  in 

su c h  a  vvay as to  d is p e l, s a y , th e  s y m p to m s  o f  sa d o -m a s o c h is m . T o  u n d e rta k e  

su c h  an  o p e ra tio n , th e  v e r y  s tr u c tu r e  o f  in s titu tio n s  vvhose o n ly  e x is te n c e  a s  a 

b o d y  is im a g in a r y  r e q ııir e s  th e  s e tt in g -u p  o f  in s titu tio n a l m ea n s  for the 

p u r p o s e -  th o u g h  it m u s t  n o t b e  fo rg o tte n  th a t  th ese  c a n n o t d a im  to  b e  m o re  

th an  s y m b o lic  m e d ia tio n s  te n d in g  b y  th e ir  v e r y  n a tu re  to  b e  b ro k e n  dovvn 

in to  so m e k in d  o f  m e a n in g . I t  is  n o t th e  s a m e  as vvhat h a p p e n s  in  the 

p s y c h o a n a ly tic  tra n s fe re n c e . T h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  im a g in a r y  p o sse ssio n  a re  not 

g ra sp e d  a n d  a r t ic u la te d  on  th e  b asis  o f  a n  a n a ly s t ’s in te rp re ta tio n . T h e  g r o u p  

p h a n ta sy  is e s s e n tia lly  s y m b o lic , v vh atever im a g e r y  m a y  b e  dravvn a lo n g  b y  it. 

i t s  in e rtia  is r e g u la te d  o n ly  b y  a n  e n d le s s  re tu rn  to th e  s a m e  in s o lu b le  

p ro b lem s. E x p e r ıe n c e  o f  in s titu tio n a l th e r a p e u tic s  m ak es it c le a r  th a t  in d i­

v id u a l p h a n ta s iz in g  n e v e r  re sp e c ts  th e  p a r t ic u la r  n a tu r e  o f  th is  s y m b o lic  

p la n e  o f  g ro u p  p h a n ta s y . O n  th e  c o n tr a r y , it tr ie s  to a b s o r b  it, a n d  to o v e r la y  

it vvith p a r t ic u la r  im a g in in g s  th a t  a re  ‘n a t u r a lly ’ to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  v a r io u s  

ro les th a t c o u ld  b e  s tr u c tu r e d  b y  u s in g  th e  s ig n ifie rs  c irc u la te d  b y  the 

c o llectiv e . T h is  ‘ im a g in a r y  in c a r n a t io n ’ o f  so m e  o f  th e  s ig n ify in g  a r tic u la tio n s  

o f  the g r o u p  -  o n  th e  p r e te x t  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n , e ff ic ie n c y , p r e s tig e , o r, e q u a lly , 

o f  in c a p a c ity , n o n -q u a lif ic a tio n , e te . -  c r y s ta lliz e s  th e  s tr u c tu r e  a s  a  w h o le , 

h in d ers its p o s s ib ilit ie s  fo r c h a n g e , d e te rm in e s  its fe a tu re s  a n d  its ‘ m a s s ’ , and  

restric ts  to th e  u tm o s t  its p o s s ib ilit ie s  fo r d ia lo g u e  vvith a n y th in g  th a t  m ig h t 

ten d  to  b rin g  its  ‘ ru le s  o f  th e  g a m e ’ in to  q u e s tio n : in  sh o rt, it p r o d u c e s  a li the 

co n d itio n s fo r d e g e n e r a t in g  in to  vvhat vve h a v e  c a lle d  a  d e p e n d e n t g r o u p .

T h e  u n c o n sc io u s  d e s ire  o f  a g r o u p , fo r in s ta n c e  th e  ‘p i lo t ’ g r o u p  in  a 

tra d itio n a l h o s p ita l, as e x p re s s io n  o f  a d e a th  in stin c t, vvill p r o b a b ly  n o t be 

su ch  as ca n  b e  s ta te d  in  vvords, a n d  vvill p r o d u c e  a vvhole ra n g e  o f  sy m p to m s . 

T h o u g h  th o se  s y m p to m s  m a y  in  a  se n se  b e  ‘ a r t ic u la te d  lik e  a  la n g u a g e ’ a n d  

d e s e r ib a b le  in  a  s tr u c tu r a l c o n te x t, to th e  e x te n t  th a t th ey  te n d  to d is g u is e  the



in stitu tio n  as s u b je c t  th e y  vvill n e v e r  su c c e e d  in e x p re s s in g  th em se lv e s  

oth ervvise th a n  in in c o h e re n t  te rm s fro m  w h ic h  o n e  vvill stili be left to d e c ip h e r  

th e  o b je c t  (to tem  a n d  ta b o o ) e re c te d  a t the v e r y  p o in t at vvhich th e e m e r g e n c e  

o f  rea l sp e e c lı in  th e  g r o u p  b e c o m e s  a n  im p o s s ib ili ty . T h e  b r in g in g  to  lig h t  o f  

th is p o in t, a t vvhich d e s ire  is re d u c e d  to sh ovvin g o n ly  th e  tip  o f  a (fa lse) n ose, 

c a n n o t g iv e  a c c e s s  to d e s ire  it s e lf  s in c e  th a t vvill re m a in , as su c h , u n c o n sc io u s  

a s th e  n e u r o t ic  in te n d s , re fu s in g  c o m p le te ly  to  let it s e lf  b e  d e m o lis h e d  b y 

e x h a u s tiv e  e x p la n a tio n s . B u t  c le a r in g  a s p a c e , k e e p in g  ro o m  fo r a first p la n e  

o f  re fe re n c e  fo r th is g r o u p  d e s ire  to  b e  id e n tif ie d , vvill im m e d ia te ly  p la c e  the 

vvhole s ta te m e n t o f  th e  p r o b le m  b e y o n d  c h a n c e  re la tio n s h ip s , vvill throvv an 

e n tire ly  nevv lig h t  on  ‘ p r o b le m s  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n ’ , a n d  to th a t e x te n t o b s c u re  

a tte m p ts  a t fo rm a l a n d  a p p a r e n tly  r a tio n a l d es c r ip tio n . In  o th e r  vvords, it is 

th e  tria l ru n  fo r a n y  a tte m p t a t g r o u p  a n a ly s is .

In  su ch  an a tte m p t, a fu n d a m e n ta l d is t in c tio n  vvill e m e rg e  from  th e v e r y  

b e g in n in g  betvveen c u r in g  th e  a lie n a tio n  o f  th e  g r o u p  a n d  a n a ly s in g  it. T h e  

fu n c tio n  o f  a  g ro u p  a n a ly s is  is n o t th e  sa m e  as th a t  o f  se tt in g  u p  a  c o m m u n ity  

vvith a m o re  o r less p s y c h o -s o c io lo g ic a l o r ie n ta tio n , o r  g r o u p -e n g in e e r in g . L e t  

m e re p e a t; g ro u p  a n a ly s is  is b o th  m o re  a n d  less th a n  r o le -a d a p ta tio n , 

t ra n s m itt in g  in fo r m a tio n  a n d  so on . T h e  k ey  q u e s tio n s  h a v e  b een  a sk ed  

b e fo re  likes a n d  d is lik e s  h a v e  h a rd e n e d , b efo re  s u b -g ro u p s  h a v e  fo rm e d , at 

th e  le v e l fro m  vvh ich  th e  g r o u p ’s p o te n tia l c r e a t iv ity  sp r in g s  -  th o u g h  

g e n e ra lly  a li c r e a t iv ity  is s tra n g le d  at b ir th  b y  its c o m p le te  re je c tio n  o f  

n o n se n se , th e  g r o u p  p r e fe r r in g  to sp en d  its tim e  m o u th in g  c lich e s  a b o u t  its 

‘ te rm s o f  re fe re n c e ’ , a n d  th u s  c lo s in g  o f f  th e  p o s s ib ility  o f  e v e r  s a y in g  a n y  th in g  

re a l, th a t ıs, a n y t lıin g  th a t c o u ld  h a v e  a n y  c o n n e c tio n  vvith o th er  s tra n d s  o f  

h u m a n  d is c o u rs e , h is to r ıc a l, s c ie n tific , a e s th e t ic o r  vvhatever.

T a k e  th e  ca se  o f  a  p o lit ic a l g r o u p  ‘ c o n d e m n e d  b y  h is to r y ’ : vvhat so rt o f  

d e s ire  c o u ld  it iiv e  b y  o th e r  th a n  o n e  fo r e v e r  tu rn in g  in u p o n  its e lf?  I t  vvill 

h a v e  in c e s s a n tly  to  be p r o d u c in g  m e c h a n is m s  o f  d efe n ce , o f  d e n ia l, o f  

re p re s s io n , g r o u p  p lıa n ta s ie s , m y tlıs , d o g m a s  a n d  so on . A n a ly s is  o f  th ese  can  

o n ly  le a d  to d is c o v e r in g  th a t th ey  e x p re ss  th e  n a tu r e  o f  the g r o u p ’s d e a th  w ish  

in its re la tıo n  to th e  b u rie d  a n d  e m a s c u la te d  h is to r ic  in stin c ts  o f  e n s la v e d  

m a sse s , c la sse s  o r  n a tio n a lit ie s . It seem s to  m e th a t  th is  la st a s p e c t  o f  the 

‘h ig h e s t le v e l ’ o f  a n a ly s is  c a n n o t be s e p a ra te d  fro m  th e o th e r  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  

p r o b le m s  o f  th e  g r o u p , o r  in d e e d  o f  in d iv id u a ls .

In  th e  tra d it io n a l p s y c h ia tr ic  h o s p ita i, fo r e x a m p le , th ere  is a  d o m in a n t 

g ro u p  c o n s is t in g  o f  th e  d ire c to r , th e  f in a n c ia l a d m in is tr a to r , th e  d o c to rs  a n d  

th e ir  vvives, e te ., vvho fo rm  a  so lid  s tru e tu re  th a t b lo c k s  a n y  e x p re ss io n  o f  the 

d e s ire  o f  the g r o u p s  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s  o f  vvhich  the in stitu tio n  is co m p o se d . 

W h a t  h a p p e n s  to  th a t  d es ire ?  O n e  lo o k s first a t  th e  s y m p to m s to be seen  a t th e  

le v e l o f  v a n o u s  s u b -g r o u p s , vvhich c a r r y  th e  c la s s ic  so c ia l b le m is h e s , b e in g  set 

in th e ir  vvays, d is tu r b a n c e , a li fo rm s o f  d iv is iv e n e s s , b u t a lso  a t o th e r  s ig n s  -



a lc o h o lis m  a m o n g  o n e  lo t o f  n u rse s  p e r h a p s , o r  th e  g e n e r a lly  u n in te llig e n t  

b e h a v io u r  o f  a n o th e r  (fo r  it is q u ite  tru e , as L a c a n  p o in ts  o u t, th a t  s tu p id ity  is 

a n o th e r  vvay o f  e x p r e s s in g  v io le n t  e m o tio n ) . It is s u re ly  a  k in d  o f  re s p e c t  fo r 

the m y s te r y  e m b o d ie d  in n e u ro se s  a n d  p sy c h o s e s  th a t  m ak es th o se  a tte n d a n ts  

in o u r  m o d e rn  g r a v e y a r d  d e g r a d e  th em se lv e s  a n d  th u s p a y  n e g a tiv e  h o m a g e  

to the m es sa g e  o f  th o se  w h o m  th e  e n tire  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  o u r  s o c ie ty  is g e a re d  

to d is r e g a r d in g . N o t  e v e r y o n e  c a n  a ffo rd , lik e  so m e  p s y c h ia tr is ts , to  tak e  

re fu ge  in  th e  h ig h e r  r e a c h e s  o f  a e s th e tic is m  a n d  th u s  in d ic a te  th a t, as fa r  as 

th ey  a re  c o n c e r n e d , it is n o t life ’ s m a jö r  q u e s tio n s  th a t th ey  a re  d e a lin g  vvith in 

th eir h o sp ita l vvork.

G r o u p  a n a ly s is  w ill n o t m a k e  it  its a im  to e lu c id a te  a s t a t ic  tru th  u n d e r ly in g  

this s y m p to m a to lo g y , b u t  r a th e r  to  c r e a te  th e  c o n d itio n s  fa v o u r a b le  to  a 

p a r tic u la r  m o d e  o f  interpretation, id e n t ic a l, fo llo w in g  S c h o tte ’s vievv, to a 

tra n sfe re n ce . T r a n s fe r e n c e  a n d  in te r p re ta tio n  re p r e s e n t a s y m b o lic  m o d e  o f  

in te rv e n tio n , b u t w e  m u st re m e m b e r  th a t  th e y  a re  n o t so m e th in g  d o n e  b y  an  

in d iv id u a l o r g r o u p  th a t  a d o p ts  th e  ro le  o f  ‘a n a ly s t ’ fo r the p u rp o s e . T h e  

in te rp re ta tio n  m a y  w e ll  b e  g iv e n  b y  th e  id io t  o f  th e  vvard i f  h e is a b le  to  m a k e  

his v o ic e  h e a rd  a t  th e  r ig h t  tim e , th e  tim e vvhen a p a r t ic u la r  s ig n ifie r  b e co m e s  

a c t iv e a t  the le v e l o f  th e  s tr u c tu r e  as a vvhole, fo r in s ta n c e  in o r g a n iz in g a  g a m e  

o f  h o p -sc o tc h . O n e  h a s  to  m e e t  in te r p r e ta tio n  h a lf-w a y . O n e  m u st th erefo re  

rid  o n e s e lf  o f  a li p r e c o n c e p tio n s  -  p s y c h o lo g ic a l , s o c io lo g ic a l, p e d a g o g ic a l o r 

even  th e r a p e u tic . I n  as m u c h  as the p s y c h ıa tr is t  o r  n u rse  vvields a  ce rta in  

a m o u n t o f  povver, h e  o r  sh e  m u st b e  c o n s id e re d  r e s p o n s ib le  for d e s tro y in g  the 

p o ssib ilitie s  o f  e x p re ss io n  o f  the in s t itu t io n ’ s u n c o n s c io u s  s u b je c tiv ity . A  fixed  

tra n sferen ce , a  r ig id  m e c h a n ıs m , like  th e  r e la tio n s h ip  o f  n u rses a n d  p a tie n ts  

vvith the d o c to r , an  o b lig a t o r y , p r e d e te r m in e d , ‘ te r r ito r ia liz e d ’ tra n s fe re n c e  

o n to  a p a r t ic u la r  ro le  o r s te r e o ty p e , is vvorse th a n  a  re s is ta n c e  to  a n a ly s is : it is 

a  vvay o f  in te r io r iz in g  b o u rg e o is  re p res s io n  b y  th e  re p e tit iv e , a r c h a ic  a n d  

a rtific ia l r e -e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  c a s te , vvith ali th e  s p e llb in d in g  

and  r e a c tio n a r y  g r o u p  p h a n ta s ie s  th ey  b r in g  in th e ir  tra in .

A s  a te m p o ra r y  s u p p o r t  se t u p  to p r e s e r v e , a t le a s t for a  tim e , th e  o b je c t  o f  

o u r  p r a c tic e , I p ro p o s e  to r e p la c e  th e  a m b ig u o u s  id e a  o f  th e  in s titu tio n a l 

tra n sferen ce  vvith a nevv c o n c e p t: transversality in  th e  g r o u p . T h e  id e a  o f  

tra n s v e rsa lity  is o p p o se d  to:

(a) v e r t ic a lity , as d e s c r ib e d  in the o r g a n o g r a m m e  o f  a p y r a m id a l s tru c tu re  

(lead ers, a ss is ta n ts , e te .);

(b) h o r iz o n ta lity , as it  ex is ts  in th e  d is tu r b e d  vvards o f  a  h o s p ita l, o r , e v e n  

m ore, in  th e s e n ile  vvards; in  o th e r  vvords a  S tate o fa ffa ir s  in vvhich th in g s  a n d  

p eo p le  fit in as b est th e y  ca n  vvith th e  s itu a tio n  in  vvhich th ey  fin d  th em se lv e s .

T h in k  o f  a  fie ld  vvith a  fe n c e  a r o u n d  it in  vvhich  th ere  are  h o rses  vvith 

a d ju s ta b le  b lin k ers: th e  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  th e ir  b lin k ers  is th e  ‘c o e ffic ie n t  o f  

tr a n s v e r s a lity ’ . I f  th e y  a re  s o a d ju s te d  as to m a k e  th e  h o rses  to ta lly  b lin d , th en



p r e s u m a b ly  a c e rta in  tr a u m a tic  fo rm  o fe n c o u n te r  w iil tak e  p la c e . G r a d u a lly ,  

as th e  fla p s  a re  o p e n e d , o n e  c a n  e n v is a g e  th em  m o v in g  a b o u t  m o re  e a s ily . L e t  

us try  to  im a g in e  h o w  p e o p le  re la te  to o n e  a n o th e r  in  te rm s o f  a ffe c tiv ity . 

A c c o r d in g  to S c h o p e n h a u e r ’s fa m o u s  p a r a b le  o f  th e  p o r c u p in e s , n o o n e  ca n  

s ta n d  b e in g  to o  c lo se  to  h is fe llo w -m en :

O n e  f r e e z i n g  v vin te r  d a y ,  a  h e r d  o f  p o r c u p i n e s  h u d d l e d  t o g e t h e r  to  p r o t e c t  t h e m ­

s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o i d  b y  t h e i r  c o m b i n e d  w a r m t h .  B u t  th e i r  s p i n e s  p r i c k e d  e a c h  o t h e r  

s o  p a i n l u l l y  t h a t  t h e y  s o o n  d r e w  a p a r t  a g a i n .  S i n c e  t h e  c o l d  c o n t i n u e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  

h a d  to  dra v v  t o g e t h e r  o n c e  m o r e ,  a n d  o n c e  m o r e  t h e y  f o u n d  th e  p r i c k i n g  p a i n f u l .  T h i s  

a l t e r n a t e  m o v i n g  t o g e t h e r  a n d  a p a r t  w e n t  o n  u n t i l  t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  

d i s t a n c e  to  p r e s e r v e  t h e m  f r o m  b o t h  e v i l s .6

In  a h o s p ita l, th e  ‘co e ffic ie n t o f  t ra n s v e r s a lity ’ is the d e g re e  o f  b lin d n e s s  o f 

e a c h  o f  th e  p e o p le  p r e s e n t. H o vvever, I vvould  su g g e s t  th a t  the o ffic ia l 

a d ju s t in g  o f  a li th e  b lin k e r s , a n d  th e  o v e r t  c o m m u n ic a tio n  th a t re su lts  fro m  it, 

d e p e n d s  a lm o s t  a u to m a t ic a lly  on  vvhat h a p p e n s  a t th e  le v e l o f  th e  m e d ic a l 

s u p e r in te n d e n t , th e  n u rs in g  s u p e r in te n d e n t, th e  fin a n c ia l a d m in is tr a to r  a n d  

so  on . H e n c e  a li m o v e m e n t is fro m  th e s u m m it to  the b ase . T h e r e  m a y , o f  

c o u rse , b e  so m e  ‘ p r e s su r e  fro m  th e b a s e ’ , b u t  it n e v e r  u s u a lly  m a n a g e s  to 

m a k e  a n y  c h a n g e  in  th e  o v e r a ll  s tru c tu re  o f  b lin d n e ss . A n y  m o d ific a tio n  m u st 

be in  term s o f  a  s t r u c tu r a l re d e fin itio n  o f  e a c h  p e rs o n ’s ro le , a n d  a  re- 

o r ie n ta t io n  o f  th e  vvhole in s titu tio n . S o  lo n g  as p e o p le  re m a in  f ix a te d  on  

th e m se lv e s , th e y  n e v e r  see  a n y th in g  but th em se lv e s .

T r a n s v e r s a lit y  is  a  d im e n s io n  th a t  tries  to o v e r c o m e  b o th  th e  im p a s s e  o f  

p u r e  v e r t ic a lity  a n d  th a t  o f  m ere  h o r iz o n ta lity :  it ten d s to b e  a c h ie v e d  vvhen 

th ere  is m a x im u m  c o m m u n ic a t io n  a m o n g  d iffe re n t le v e ls  a n d , a b o v e  a li ,  in 

d iffe re n t m e a n in g s . I t  is th is  th a t  a n  in d e p e n d e n t g r o u p  is vvorkin g  tovvards. 

M y  h y p o th e s is  is th is: it is p o s s ib le  to  c h a n g e  th e  v a r io u s  c o e ffic ie n ts  o f  u n ­

c o n s c io u s  tr a n s v e r s a lity  a t th e  v a r io u s  le v e ls  o f  a n  in s titu tio n . F o r  e x a m p le , 

th e  o v e r t  c o m m u n ic a t io n  th a t  tak e s  p la c e  vvith in  th e  c irc le  c o n s is t in g  o f  

th e  m e d ic a l s u p e r in te n d e n t  a n d  th e  h o u s e -d o c to rs  m a y  re m a in  on  a n  ex- 

tre m e ly  fo r m a l le v e l, a n d  it m a y  a p p e a r  th a t  its co e ffic ie n t o f  tra n s v e r s a lity  is 

v e r y  lo w . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  th e  la te n t  a n d  re p res se d  co e ffic ie n t e x is t in g  at 

d e p a r tm e n t  le v e l m a y  b e  fo u n d  to b e  m u c h  h ig h e r: the n u rse s  h a v e  m o re  

g e n u in e  r e la tio n s h ip s  a m o n g  th e m se lv e s , in  v ir tu e  o f  vvhich th e  p a tie n ts  can  

m a k e  tra n s fe re n c e s  th a t  h a v e  a  th e r a p e u tic  e ffect. N ovv -  a n d  re m e m b e r  this 

is stili h v p o th e t ic a l -  th e  m u ltip le  c o e ffic ie n ts  o f  tr a n s v e r s a lity , th o u g h  o f  

d iffe r in g  in te n s ity , re m a in  h o m o g e n e o u s . In  fa c t , th e  le v e l o f  tra n s v e rs a lity  

e x is t in g  in th e  g r o u p  th a t  h a s  th e  re a l povver u n c o n s c io u s ly  d e te rm in e s  hovv 

th e  e x te n s iv e  p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f  o th e r  le v e ls  o f  tra n s v e r s a lity  a re  re g u la te d . 

S u p p o s e  -  th o u g h  it vvould  b e  u n u s u a l -  th e re  vvere a  s tr o n g  c o e ffic ie n t  o f

6. Parerga und Paralipomena, P a r t  I I ,  ‘G le ic h n is s e  u n d  P a r a b e ln ’ .



tra n s v e rsa lity  a m o n g  th e  h o u se -d o c to rs : s in ce  th ey  g e n e r a lly  h a v e  n o  rea l 

povver in th e  r u n n in g  o f  th e  in s titu tıo n , th a t .s tr o n g  co e ffic ie n t vvould  re m a in  

la te n t, a n d  vvould  b e  fe lt o n ly  in a  v e r y  sm a ll a r e a . I f  I m a y  b e  p e rm itte d  to 

a p p ly  a n  a n a lo g y  fro m  th e r m o -d y n a m ic s  to a  s p h e re  in vvhich m a tte rs  are  

d ete rm in e d  b y so c ia l lin es o f  fo rce , I vvould  s a y  th a t th e  e x c e s s iv e  in s titu tio n a l 

e n tro p y  o f  th is  s ta te  o f  t r a n s v e r s a lity  re su lts  in th e  a b s o rp tio n  o f  a n y  

in c lin a tio n  to  lessen  it. B u t  d o  n o t fo rg e t th a t th e  fa c t th a t vve a re  c o n v in c e d  

that on e o r s e v e r a l g r o u p s  h o ld  th e  k ey  to r e g u ia t in g  th e  la te n t tr a n s v e r s a lity  

o f  the in stitu tio n  as a  vvhole d o e s  n o t m e a n  th a t vve ca n  id e n tify  th e  g r o u p  o r 

g ro u p s c o n c e rn e d . T h e y  a re  n o t n e c e s s a r ily  th e  s a m e  as th e  o ff ic ia l a u th o rit ie s  

o f  the e s ta b lis h m e n t vvho c o n tro l o n ly  its o ff ic ia l e x p re ss io n . I t  is e ss e n tia l to 

d istin g u ish  th e  re a l povver from  the m a n ife st povver. T h e  re a l r e la tio n s h ip  o f  

forces h as  to  b e  a n a ly s e d . E v e r y o n e  knovvs th a t th e  la w  o f  th e  S ta te  is n o t 

m ad e  b y  th e  m in is tr ie s ; s im ila r ly , in a  p s y c h ia tr ic  h o sp ita l, defacto povver m a y  

elu d e  th e  o ff ic ia l r e p r e s e n ta tiv e s  o f  the la w  a n d  be sh a r e d  a m o n g  v a r io u s  

su b -g ro u p s -  th e  vvard, th e  s p e c ia lis t  d e p a r tm e n t, e v e n  th e  h o s p ita l so c ia l 

c lu b  o r  th e  s ta f fa s s o c ia t io n . It seem s e m in e n tly  d e s ira b le  th a t th e d o c to r s  a n d  

nurses vvho a re  s u p p o s e d  to b e  re s p o n s ib le  fo r c a r in g  fo r th e  p a tie n ts  sh o u ld  

secu re  c o lle c tiv e  c o n tro l ö v e r  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  th o se  th in g s  b e y o n d  ru les 

and  re g u la tio n s  th a t d e te r m in e  th e  a tm o s p h e re , th e  re la tio n s h ıp s , e v e r y th in g  

th at re a lly  m ak es th e  in s titu tio n  tick . B u t  y o u  c a n n o t a c h ie v e  th is m e r e ly  b y  

d e c la rin g  a re fo rm ; th e  b e st in te n tio n s  in  th e  vvorld a re  n o  g u a r a n te e  o f  

a c tu a lly  g e tt in g  to  th is  d ım e n s io n  o f  tr a n s v e rs a lity .

I f  the d e c la re d  in te n tio n  o f  th e  d o c to rs  a n d  n u rse s  is to h a v e  a n  e ffect 

b eyo n d  m ere ly  th a t o f  a  d is c la im e r , th e ir  en  tire  se lv e s  as d e s ir in g  b e in g s  m u st 

be in v o lv e d  a n d  b r o u g h t  in to  q u e s tio n  b y  th e  s ig n ify in g  s tr u c tu r e  th e y  face. 

T h is  c o u ld  le a d  to  a  d e c is iv e  re -e x a m in a tio n  o f  a vvhole series o f  s u p p o s e d ly  

estab lish e d  tru th s: vvhy d o e s  th e  S ta te  vvith h o ld  g ra n ts?  W h y  d o e s  S o c ia l 

S e c u rity  p e rs is te n tly  re fu se  to re c o g n iz e  g r o u p  th e r a p y ?  T h o u g h  e s s e n tia lly  

lib era l, su re lv  m e d ic in e  is r e a c t io n a r y  vvhen it  co m es to m a tte rs  o f  c la s s ific a -  

tion an d  h ie r a r c h y  -  as in d e e d  a re  o u r  tra d e -u n io n  fe d e ra tio n s , th o u g h  th ey 

are  in theory’ m o re  to  th e  left. In  a n  in s titu tio n , th e  e ffe c tiv e , th a t  is 

u n co n scio u s, s o u rc e  o f  povver, th e  h o ld e r  o f  th e  rea l povver, is n e ith e r  

p erm an en t n o r o b v io u s . I t  h as  to b e  flu sh e d  o u t, so  to s a y , b y  a n  a n a ly t ic  

search  th at a t tim e s in v o lv e s  h u g e  d e to u rs  b y  vvay o f  the c r u c ia l p r o b le m s  o f  

o u r  tim e.

I f  the a n a ly s is  o f  a n  in s titu tio n  c o n sists  in  e n d e a v o u r in g  to m a k e  it avvare 

th at it sh o u ld  g a in  c o n tr o l o f  vvhat is b e in g  s a id , a n y  p o s s ib ility  o f  C reative  

in te rve n tio n  vvill d e p e n d  o n  its in it ia to r s  b e in g  a b le  to e x ist a t the p o in t  vvhere 

'it  sh o u ld  h a v e  b e en  a b le  to  s p e a k ’ so as to  b e  ım p rin te d  b y  the s ig n if ie r  o f  the 

gro u p  -  in o th e r  vvords to a c c e p t  a fo rm  o f  c a s tra tio n . T h is  vvou n d, this 

b arrier, th is o b lite r a tio n  o f  th e ir  povvers o f im a g in a t io n  le a d s  b a c k , o f  co u rse ,



to  a n  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  o b je c ts  d is c o v e r e d  b y F re u d ia n is m  to u n d e r lie  a n y  

p o s s ib le  a s s u m p t io n o f th e  s y m b o lic  o rd e r  b y  th e  su b je ct: b re a s t, fa e ce s , p en is 

a n d  so  o n , a li o f  vvhich a re  -  a t le a st in p h a n ta s y  - d e t a c h a b le ;  b u t  it a ls o  lead s 

b a c k  to  a n  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  ro le  o f  a li the tra n s it io n a l o b je c ts 7 re la te d  to  the 

vvash in g  m a c h in e , th e  te le v is io n , in sh o rt  ali th at m a k e s  life vvorth liv in g  

to d a y . F u r th e r m o re , th e  su m  o f  a li th ese  p a rt  o b je c ts , s ta rt in g  vvith the p ic tu re  

o f  the b o d y  as th e  b a s is  fo r se lf- id e n tif ic a tio n , is its e lf  throvvn d a ily  o n to  the 

m a rk e t as fo d d e r , a lo n g s id e  th e  h id d e n  S to c k  E x c h a n g e  th a t d e a ls  vvith sh ares 

in  p se u d o -e r o tic is m , a e s th e tic is m , s p o rt a n d  a li the rest. I n d u s tr ia l so c ie ty  

th u s se c u re s  u n c o n sc io u s  c o n tro l o f  o u r  fa te  b y  its n eed  -  s a t is fv in g  fro m  the 

p o in t o f  vievv o f  the d e a th  in stin c t -  to d is jo in t e v e ry  c o n s u m e r/ p ro d u c e r  in 

s u c h  a vvay th at u lt im a te ly  h u m a n ity  vvould fin d  its e lf  b e c o m in g  a g re a t 

fr a g m e n te d  b o d y  h e ld  to g e th e r  o n ly  as th e  su p re m e  G o d  o f  the E c o n o m y  sh all 

d e c re e . I t  is, th en , p o in tle ss  to  fo rce  a  so c ia l s y m p to m  to fit in to  ‘ th e  o rd e r  o f  

th in g s ’ , fo r th a t  is in  th e  la st reso rt its o n ly  basis; it vvould be lik e  ta k in g  an 

o b s e ss io n a l vvho vvashes his h a n d s  a h u n d re d  tim es a  d a y  a n d  s h u ttin g  h im  u p  

in a  ro o m  vvith ou t a  s i n k -  he vvould  d is p la c e  h is s y m p to m a to lo g y  o n to  p a n ic  

a n d  u n b e a r a b le  a tta c k s  o f  a n x ie ty .

O n ly  i f  th ere  is a  c e rta in  d e g re e  o f  tr a n s v e r s a lity  vvill it b e  p o s s ib le  -  th o u g h  

o n ly  fo r  a  tim e , s in c e  a li th is  is s u b je c t  to  c o n tin u a l r e -th in k in g  -  to set g o in g  

a n  a n a ly t ic  p ro c e s s  g iv in g  in d iv id u a ls  a  re a l h o p e  o f  u s in g  th e  g r o u p  as a 

m irro r. W h e n  th a t  h a p p e n s , th e  in d iv id u a l vvill m a n ife st b o th  th e  g r o u p  and  

h im se lf. I f  the g r o u p  h e  jo in s  a c ts  as a  s ig n ify in g  c h a in , h e vvill b e  re v e a le d  to 

h im s e lf  as he is b e y o n d  his im a g in a r y  a n d  n e u r o tic  d ile m m a s. If, on  the oth er 

h a n d , he h a p p e n s  t o jo in  a g r o u p  th at is p ro fo u n d lv  a lie n a te d , c a u g h t  u p in  its 

ovvn d is to rte d  im a g e r y , th e  n e u r o tic  vvill h a v e  his n a rc iss ism  re in fo rced  

b e y o n d  h is  vvildest h o p e s , vvhile th e  p s y c h o tic  ca n  c o n tin u e  s ile n t ly  d e v o tin g  

h im s e lf  to  h is  s u b lim e  u n iv e rs a l p a ss io n s . T h e  a lte r n a tiv e  to an  in te rv e n tio n  

o f  th e  g r o u p -a n a ly t ic  k in d  is the p o s s ıb ility  th a t an  in d iv id u a l vvould  jo in  the 

g ro u p  as b o th  lis te n e r  a n d  sp e a k e r , a n d  th u s g a in  a cces s  to  th e  g r o u p ’s 

in vvard n ess a n d  in te r p r e t  it.

I f  a c e r ta in  d e g re e  o f  tr a n s v e rs a lity  b e co m e s  s o lid lv  e s ta b lis h e d  in an 

in s titu tio n , a  nevv k in d  o f  d ia lo g u e  c a n  b e g in  in  the g ro u p : th e  d e lu s io n s  and  

a li th e  o th e r  u n c o n s c io u s  m a n ife s ta tio n s  vvhich h a v e  h ith e rto  k ep t th e  p a tie n t 

in  a  k in d  o f  s o li ta r y  c o n fin e m e n t c a n  a c h ie v e  a  c o lle c tiv e  m o d e  o f  e xp re ssio n . 

T h e  m o d ific a tio n  o f  th e  su p e r-e g o  th a t I s p o k e  o f  e a r lie r  o c c u rs  a t th e  m o m en t 

vvhen a p a r t ic u la r  m o d e l o f  la n g u a g e  is re a d y  to e m e rg e  vvhere socia l 

s tr u c tu re s  h a v e  b e en  h ith e rto  fu n c t io n in g  o n ly  as a r itu a l. T o  co n s id e r  the 

p o s s ıb ility  o f  th e r a p is ts  in te rv e n in g  in  su c h  a  p ro ces s  is to  p o se  th e  p ro b le m  o f  

a n  a n a ly t ic  c o n tro l vvhich  vvou ld , in tu rn , p re s u p p o s e  to so m e  e x te n t  a  ra d ic a l

7. I u se  th is  te rm  in  a  m o re  g e n e r a i se n se  th a n  it is g iv e n  b y  V V innicott.



tra n sfo rm atio n  in  th e  p re s e n t p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  m o v e m e n t -  w h ic h  h as  ce rta in -  

ly n ot u p  to novv b e en  m u c h  in te re ste d  in  re -c e n tr in g  its a c tiv ity  o n  rea l 

p atien ts vvhere th e y  a c tu a lly  a re , th a t is, fo r th e  m o st p a rt, in th e  s p h e re  o f  

h o sp ita l a n d  c o m m u n ity  p s y c h ia tr y .

T h e  so c ia l s ta tu s  o f  m e d ic a l s u p e r in te n d e n t is the b a s is  o f  a  p h a n ta s y  

a lien a tio n , s e tt in g  h im  u p  as a d is ta n t  p e rs o n a g e . H ovv co u ld  su c h  a  p e rso n  be 

p ersu ad ed  e v e n  to a c c e p t , let a lo n e  be e a g e r , to h a v e  his e v e r y  m o v e  

q u estio n ed , vvith o u t re tre a tin g  in  p a n ic ?  T h e  d o c to r  vvho a b a n d o n s  his 

p h an ta sy  s ta tu s  in  o r d e r  to p la c e  his ro le  on  a s y m b o lic  p la n e  is, on  th e  o th e r  

hand, vvell p la c e d  to e ffect th e  n e c e ssa r y  s p lit tin g -u p  o f  the m e d ic a l fu n ctio n  

into a n u m b e r  o f  d iffe re n t  re s p o n s ib ilit ie s  in v o lv in g  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f  g ro u p s  

and  in d iv id u a ls . T h e  o b je c t  o f  th a t  fu n c tio n  m o v e s  avvay from  ‘ to te m iz a t io n ’ 

and is tra n s fe rre d  to  d iffe re n t k in d s o fin s t itu t io n s , ex te n sio n s  a n d  d e le g a tio n s  

o f  povver. T h e  v e r y  fa c t  th a t th e  d o c to r  c o u ld  a d o p t su c h  a  s p lit tin g -u p  vvould 

thus re p resen t th e  first p h a s e  o f  s e tt in g  u p  a  s tr u c tu r e  o f  tr a n s v e r s a lity . H is  

role, novv ‘a r t ic u la te d  lik e  a la n g u a g e ’ , vvould b e  in v o lv e d  vvith th e  su m  o f  the 

g ro u p ’s p h a n ta s ie s  a n d  s ig n ifie rs . R a th e r  th an  e a c h  in d iv id u a l a c t i n g o u t  the 

co m ed y o f  life  fo r h is ovvn a n d  o th e r  p e o p le ’s b e n e fit  in lin e  vvith the re ifica tio n  

o f the g ro u p , tr a n s v e r s a lity  a p p e a r s  in e v ita b ly  to  d e m a n d  th e  im p r in t in g  o f  

each  ro le. O n c e  fir m ly  e s ta b lis h e d  b y  a g r o u p  vvie ld in g  a s ig n ific a n t  sh a re  o f  

legal and rea l povver, th is  p r in c ip le  o f  q u e s tio n in g  a n d  r e -d e fin in g  ro les is v e r y  

likely , i f  a p p lie d  in a n  a n a ly t ic  c o n te x t, to h a v e  re p e rc u ss io n s  a t e v e r y  o th e r  

level as vvell. S u c h  a m o d if ic a tio n  o f  e g o  id e a ls  a lso  m o d ifie s  th e  in tro je c ts  o f  

the su p e r-e g o , a n d  m a k e s  it p o s s ib le  to se t in  m o tio n  a  ty p e  o f  c a s tr a tio n  

co m p lex  re la te d  to d iffe re n t  so c ia l d e m a n d s  from  th o se  p a tie n ts  p r e v io u s ly  

exp erien ced  in th e ir  fa m ilia l,  p ro fe ss io n a l a n d  o th e r  re la tio n s h ip s . T o  a c c e p t 

b ein g  ‘ p u t on  t r ia l ’ , b e in g  v e r b a lly  la id  b a r e  b y  o th e rs , a c e rta in  ty p e  o f  

re c ip ro ca l c h a lle n g e , a n d  h u m o u r, th e  a b o lit io n  o f  h ie ra r c h ic a l p r iv ile g e  an d  

so o n - a l i  th is  vvill ten d  to  c r e a te  a nevv g r o u p  lavv vvhose ‘ in it ia t in g ’ e ffects  vvill 

b rin g  to lig h t, o r at le a s t  in to  th e  h a lf-lig h t, a n u m b e r  o f  s ig n s th at a c tu a liz e  

tra n s ce n d e n ta l a s p e c ts  o f  m a d n e ss  h ith e rto  re p re s se d . P h a n ta s ie s  o f  d e a th , or 

o f  b o d ily  d e s tru c tio n , so im p o r ta n t  in p s y c h o s e s , c a n  b e  re -e x p e r ie n c e d  in  the 

vvarm a tm o sp h e re  o f  a  g r o u p , e v e n  th o u g h  o n e  m ig h t h a v e  th o u g h t th e ir  fa te  

vvas esse n tia lly  to re m a in  in th e  c o n tro l o f  a n e o -s o c ie ty  vvhose m issio n  vvas to 

exorc.ise th em .

T h is  sa id , hovvever, o n e  m u st n o t lo se  s ig h t  o f  th e  fa c t th a t, e v e n  vvhen 

p a ved  vvith th e  b e st in te ııt io n s , th e  th e r a p e u tic  e n d e a v o u r  is stili c o n s ta n tly  in 

d a n g e r  o f  fo u n d e r in g  in  th e  b e s o ttin g  m y th o lo g y  o f  ‘ to g e th e r n e s s ’ . B u t 

exp erien ce  shovvs th a t th e  b e s t  s a fe g u a r d  a g a in s t  th a t  d a n g e r  is to b r in g  to  the 

su rface  the g r o u p ’s in s t in c tu a l d e m a n d s . T h e s e  fo rce  e v e ry o n e , vvh eth er 

p a tie n t or d o c to r , to  c o n s id e r  th e  p r o b le m  o f  th e ir  b e in g  a n d  d e s tin y . T h e  

g ro u p  then  b e c o m e s  a m b ig u o u s . A t  o n e  le v e l, it  is re a s s u r in g  a n d  p r o te c tiv e ,



s c r e e n in g  a li a cces s  to tr a n s c e n d e n c e , g e n e r a t in g  o b se ss io n a l d efe n ce s  a n d  a 

m o d e  o f  a lie n a tio n  o n e  c a n n o t h e lp  fin d in g  c o m fo rtin g , le n d in g  e te rn ity  at 

in te re st. B u t  a t th e  o th e r , th ere  a p p e a r s  b e h in d  th is  a rt ific ia l re a s s u ra n c e  the 

m o st d e ta ile d  p ic tu r e  o f  h u m a n  fin itu d e , in vvhich  e v e ry  u n d e r ta k in g  o f  m in e  

is ta k e n  fro m  m e in th e  n a m e  o f  a d e m a n d  m o re  im p ia c a b le  th a n  m y ovvn 

d e a th  -  th a t o f  b e in g  c a u g h t  u p  in th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th at o th er , vvho a lo n e  

g u a r a n te e s  vvhat re a c lıe s  m e v ia  h u m a n  s p e e c h . U n lik e  vvhat h a p p e n s  in 

in d iv id u a l a n a ly s is , th ere  is n o  lo n g e r  a n y  im a g in a r y  re feren ce  to the m aster/  

s la v e  r e la tio n s h ip , a n d  it th e r e fo re  se e m s to m e to  re p res en t a p o s s ib le  vvay o f  

o v e r c o m in g  th e  c a s tr a t io n  c o m p le x .

*

T r a n s v e r s a lity  in th e  g r o u p  is a  d im e n sio n  o p p o s ite  a n d  c o m p le m e n ta r y  to 

th e  s tru c tu re s  th a t g e n e r a te  p y r a m id a l h ie r a r c h iz a tio n  a n d  ste rile  vvays o f  

tr a n s m itt in g  m essag e s.

T r a n s v e r s a lity  is th e  u n c o n s c io u s  so u rc e  o f  a c tio n  in the g r o u p , g o in g  

b e y o n d  th e  o b je c t iv e  lavvs o n  vvhich it is b a s e d , c a r r y in g  the g r o u p ’ s d es ire .

T h is  d im e n s io n  c a n  o n ly  b e  seen  c le a r ly  in c e rta in  g ro u p s  vvhich, in ten - 

tio n a lly  o r  oth ervvise , try  to  a c c e p t  th e  m e a n in g  o f  th e ir  p r a x is , a n d  esta b lis h  

th e m se lv e s  as s u b je c t  g r o u p s  -  th u s  p u tt in g  th em se lv e s  in  th e  p o s itio n  o f  

h a v in g  to b r in g  a b o u t  th e ir  ovvn d ea th .

B y  c o n tra s t , d e p e n d e n t g ro u p s  a re  d e te rm in e d  p a s s iv e ly  from  o u ts id e , and  

vvith th e  h e lp  o f  m e c h a n is m s  o f  s e lf-p r e s e r v a tio n , m a g ic a lly  p r o te c t  th e m ­

se lv e s  fro m  a  n o n -se n se  e x p e r ie n c e d  as e x te rn a l. In  so d o in g , th ey  are 

r e je c tin g  a li p o s s ib ilitv  o f  th e  d ia le c t ic a l e n r ic h m e n t th a t a rises  fro m  the 

g r o u p ’s o th ern ess.

A  g r o u p  a n a ly s is , s e tt ın g  o u t  to r e o rg a n iz e  the s tru c tu re s  o f  tra n s v e rs a lity , 

seem s a  p o s s ib ility  -  p r o v id in g  it a v o id s  b o th  the tra p  o f  th o se  p s y c h o lo g iz in g  

d e s c r ip tio n s  o f  its ovvn in te rn a l re la tio n s h ip s  vvhich re su lt  in lo s in g  the 

p h a n ta s m ic  d im e n s io n s  p e c u lia r  to  th e  g r o u p , an d  th a t o f  c o m p a r tm e n ta liz a -  

tio n  vvhich p u r p o s e ly  k eep s it o n  th e  le v e l o f  a  d e p e n d e n t g ro u p .

T h e  e ffect o f  th e  g r o u p ’ s s ig n ifie r  on  th e  s u b je c t  is fe lt, on  the p a rt o f  the 

la tte r , a t  the le v e l o f  a ‘ th r e s h o ld ’ o f  c a s tra tio n , for a t e a c h  p h a s e  o f  its 

s y m b o lic  h is to rv , th e  g ro u p  h as  its ovvn d e m a n d  to m a k e  on th e  in d iv id u a l 

s u b je c ts , in v o lv in g  a r e la t iv e  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  th e ir  in s tin c tu a l u rg in g s  to  ‘ be 

p a rt  o f  a  g r o u p ’ .

T h e r e  m a y  o r m a y  n o t b e  a  c o m p a tib ili ty  betvveen th is d es ire , th is g ro u p  

E ro s , a n d  th e  p r a c t ic a l p o s s ib ilit ie s  fo r  e a c h  p e rs o n  o fs u p p o r t in g  su c h  a  tria l

-  a tr ia l th a t  m a y  b e  e x p e r ie n c e d  in d iffe re n t vvays, fro m  a sen se  o f  re je c tio n  or 

ev e n  o f  m u tila t io n , to C reativ e  a c c e p ta n c e  th a t c o u ld  le a d  to a  p e rm a n e n t 

c h a n g e  in  th e  p e r s o n a lity .

T h is  im p r in tin g  b y  th e  g ro u p  is n o t a on e-vvay a ffa ir: it g iv e s  so m e  rig h ts , 

so m e  a u th o r ity  to th e  in d iv id u a ls  a ffe c te d . B u t , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , it can



p rodu ce a lte r a tio n s  in  th e  g r o u p ’s le v e l o f  to le ra n c e  tovvards in d iv id u a l 

d iverg en ces, a n d  re s u lt  in cr is es  ö v e r  m y s tifîe d  issu es  th at vvill e n d a n g e r  the 

g ro u p ’s fu tu re .

T h e  ro le  o f  g ro u p  a n a ly s t  is to  re v e a l th e  e x is te n c e  o f  su c h  s itu a tio n s  a n d  to  

lead the g r o u p  as a vvhole to be less re a d y  to e v a d e  th e  lesso n s th ey  te a ch .

It is tny h y p o th e s is  th a t th ere  is n o th in g  in e v ita b le  a b o u t the b u r e a u c r a t ic  

se lf-m u tilatio n  o f  a s u b je c t  g r o u p , o r  its u n c o n s c io u s  reso rt to m e c h a n is m s 

that m ilita te  a g a in s t  its p o te n tia l tr a n s v e r s a lity . T h e y  d e p e n d , fro m  th e first 

m om ent, on a n  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  risk  -  vvhich a c c o m p a n ie s  the e m e rg e n c e  o f  

any p h e n o m e n o n  o f  re a l m e a n i n g - o f h a v i n g  to c o n fro n t ir r a tio n a lity , d e a th , 

and the o th ern ess  o f  th e  o th er.



The Group and the Person'

A  frag m e n te d  b ala n ce -sh ee t

T o  fö llo w  so m a n y  o th e r  s p e a k e rs  on th e  th em e  o fs o c ie ty , the r e s p o n s ib ility  o f  

in d iv id u a ls , m ilita n ts , g r o u p s  a n d  so o n , cre a tes  a ce rta in  in h ib itio n . I t  is a 

m in e fie ld . vvith q u e s tio n e rs  h id d e n  in fo rtifie d  d u g -o u ts  vvaiting to  a tta c k  you : 

w h a t  r ig h t  h as h e  to sp e a k ?  vvhat b u sin es s  is it o f  h is? vvhat is h e g e tt in g  at? 

A n d  p r o fe ss io n a l a c a d e m ic s  a re  th ere  too, to re c a ll yo u  to n ıo d e s ty , and  

s y s te m a t ic a lly  to re str ic t  a n y  a p p r o a c h  to th ese  p r o b le m s th a t is re m o te ly  

a m b itio ııs .

N o t  e ven  a m b it io u s , n e c e s s a r ily , b u t re la te d  to re sp o n s ib ility . F o r  e x a m p le , 

w e  m a y  s tu d y  th is  o r th a t text o f  M a r x  o r  F re u d , w e  m a y  s tu d y  it in d e p th , 

se e in g  it in th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  g e n e ra l tre n d s o f  the p e rio d ; b u t v e r y  fevv p e o p le  

vvill a g re e  to  p u rs u e  th a t s tu d y  in to  its b e a r in g  on  the p resen t d a y , on  its 

im p ü c a t io n s  for. sa y , th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  im p e ria ü s m  a n d  the T h ir d  VVorld, 

o r  a  p a r t ic u la r  c u r r e n t s c h o o l o f  th o u g h t.

In  d iffe re n t p la c e s  a n d  d iffe re n t c ir c u m s ta n c e s  I h av e  p u t forvvard d ifferen t 

id e a s . F o r  in s ta n c e  I h a v e  sp o k e n  o f  th e  ‘ in tro je c ts  o f  th e  s u p e r -e g o ’ , o f  the 

c a p a c ity  o f  d e p e n d e n t g r o u p s  to  allovv th e  in d iv id u a l s u p e r-e g o  a free  re in . I 

h a v e  tr ie d  to  s u g g e s t  p r o c e d u re s  fo r in s titu tio n a l a n a ly s is , se e k in g  m o re  or 

less s u c c e s s fu lly  to in tr o d u c e  f le x ib ility . T o d a y  I w a n t to g o  fu rth e r , b u t önce 

a g a in  th ere  is th is  in h ib itio n . T h e  b est vvay to ta ck le  it is, I th in k , to try  to 

e x p re s s  m y  id e a s  ju s t  as th e y  co m e  in to  m y h e a d .

T h e  first q u e s tio n  is: vvhat c a n  it p o s s ib ly  d o  fo r ‘ th e m ’ ? D o  I re a lly  n e ed  to 

s a y  a n y  m o re , a n d  to e x p o s e  m v s e lf y e t  a g a in ?  T h e  p e o p le  a n d  g ro u p s  I h ave  

knovvn a n d  a rg u e d  \vith g o  a b o u t  th e ir  b u sin es s  vvith litt le  co n c e rn  for 

in s titu tio n a l a n a ly s is :  h is to ry  tak e s  its co u rse , a n d  a li g r o u p s  ten d  to  follovv 

th e ir  ro u tin e  u n til th e ir  p a th  is d iv e rte d  in so m e  vvay or o th e r  b y  a n  o b sta c le , 

vvh eth er fro m  vvith in  o r vvith ou t.

N o , th a t is n o t p r e c is e ly  tru e: th e  m ilita n t  g ro u p s  vvith vvhom  I am  stili in 

to u c h , in s titu tio n a l th e r a p y  g ro u p s  a n d  th e  g ro u p s  in the F G E R I , 2 h a v e  not

1. F irs t  g iv e n  as  a ta lk  to a v vo rk in g  g r o u p  at L a  B o rd e  in 1966, a n d  p u t in to  vvrıtin g  in A p r il  1968.

2 . F e d e ra tio n  d e s  G r o u p e s  d ’ £ n ıd e  et d e  R e c h e r c h e  I n s t iıu t io n e lle  (F e d e ra tio n  o f  in s titu t io n a l 

S t u d y  a n d  R e s e a rc h  G r o u p s ) ,  p r o d u c in g  the re v ie w  Recherches, p u b lis h e d  in P a ris .



been vvithout in te re s t in  th e  su b je c t;  it is ju s t  th a t  th e y  tak e  it for vvhat it, on  

the vvhole, is -  id e a s  p ic k e d  u p  h ere  a n d  th ere  fro m  M a r x , F re u d , L a c a n , 

T ro tsk y ist c r it ic is m  a n d  so  o n . S o m e  in d e e d  th in k  th a t q u ite  e n o u g h  is 

a lready g o in g  o n , a n d  th a t  th e  t im e  sp e n t a b s o r b in g  th o se  id e a s  co u ld  vvell b e  

used for th in k in g  a b o u t  s o m e th in g  else.

It seem s to m e , on  th e  c o n tr a r y , th a t  i f o u r  th eo r ie s  are  n o t p r o p e r ly  vvorked 

out, vve are  in d a n g e r  o f  f lo u n d e r in g  a b o u t , vvastin g o u r  e ffo rts  a t  c o lle c tiv e  

thinking, a n d  le t t in g  o u rse lv e s  b e  c a rr ie d  a w a y  b y  p s y c h o -s o c io lo g ic a lly  

inspired tren d s o f  th o u g h t  o r b e  c a u g h t  u p  b y  th e  d e m a n d s  o f  th e  su p e r-e g o s  

o fh a rd -lin e  m ilita n t  g ro u p s .

T a k e  on e h a rd - lin e r , L o u is  A lth u s s e r :

T h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  a l s o  n e e d s  m i l i t a n t s  vvho a r e  s c h o l a r s  ( h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i -  

alism) a n d  p h i l o s o p h e r s  ( d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m )  to  h e l p  to  d e f e n d  a n d  d e v e l o p  its 

theo ry  . . . T h e  f u s i o n  o f  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  vvith t h e  v v o r k e r s ’ m o v e m e n t  is t h e  g r e a t e s t  

event in the v vh ole  o f  h u m a n  h i s t o r y  (its  f irs t e f f e c t  b e i n g  th e  s o c ia l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n s ) .  

P h i l o s o p h y  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  in  t h e o r y .  T h e  k e y  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  

p h i io s o p h y  c a n  b e  s u m m e d  u p  in a  vvord: t r a c i n g  a  l i n e  o f  d e m a r c a t i o n  b e tv v e e n  t r u e  

and fal se i d e a s .  A s  L e n i n  s a i d ,  ‘T h e  e n t i r e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  m a y  a t  t im e s  b e  c o n t a i n e d  in 

the b at t le  for o n e  vvord r a t h e r  t h a n  a n o t h e r .  S o m e  v vo rd s  f ig h t  a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  

o thers  a r e  th e  c a u s e  o f  e q u ı v o c a t i o n ,  ö v e r  vvhic h  d e c i s i v e ,  b u t  u n d e c i d e d ,  b a t t l e s  a r e  

f ough t  . . ,’3

A m a te u rs  k eep  ou t! I stili w a n t to s a y  th in g s as th e y  co m e  to m in d  vvithout 

b eing on g u a r d  ali th e  tim e , b u t  I h a v e  b een  vvarned. V V ithout re a liz in g  it, the 

class stru g g le  lies in  vvait a t e v e r y  c o r n e r -  e s p e c ia lly  s in c e  in te lle c tu a ls  la c k  

vvhat A lth u s s e r  c a lls  ‘ c la s s  in s t in c t ’ . I t  seem s th a t th e  c la ss  s tru g g le  ca n  co m e  

dovvn to a  co llis io n  b etvveen  c la sse s  o f  vvords -  th e  vvords o f  ‘ th e  c la s s ’ a g a in s t  

the vvords o f  the b o u rg e o is ie . D o e s  it re a lly  m a tte r  so  m u c h  vvhat o n e  sa y s?  

O n e  T r o ts k y is t  g r o u p  d id  m e th e  h o n o u r  o f  d e v o t in g  ö v e r  h a lf  o f  a  s ix te en - 

p age p a m p h le t to a v e h e m e n t d e n u n c ia tio n  o f  m y  te d io u s th eo ries o f  g ro u p  

su b je ctiv ity , I a lm o st c o lla p s e d  u n d e r  th e  vveight o f  th e ir  a c c u s a tio n s: p etit-  

b ourgeois, im p e n ite n t  id e a lis t, ir re s p o n sib le  e lem en t! ‘ Y o u r  fa lse  th eo ries 

could  m islead  g o o d  m ilita n ts .’ 4 T h e y  c o m p a r e d  m e to  H e n ri d e  M a n , a N a z i 

co llab o ra to r se n te n c e d  in h is  a b s e n c e  to  fo rced  İa b o u r  vvhen the w a r  vvas ö v er. 

It m akes yo u  th in k  . . .

T o  retu rn  to th e  p o in t. M y  in h ib itio n s , as y o u  c a n  see, c a n  b e  e x p re sse d  

o n ly  b y  b e in g  d re sse d  u p  in  e x te rn a ( s ta te m e n ts , a n d  novv th a t  I a m  u sin g  

q u o tatio n s as vveap ons o f  d e b a te , I vvill o ffer  so m e  m o re  in th e  h o p e  o f  

sa lvation :

3. ‘L a  P hiJosoplıie  c o m m e  a r m e  d e  la  r e v o lu t io n ’ , La Pensie, n o . 138 , A p r il  1968.

4. Cahiers ie  la Verile, ‘S c ie n c e s  h u m a in e s  et İtm e d e  c la s s e s ’ se r ie s , no. i ,  19 65 ( G e n e r a l  E d itö r: 

P ierre L a m b e rt): ‘ in d e e d  th e  th e o rie s  o f  M . G u a t ta r i  a n d  h is frıen d s a r e  th e m se lv e s  a n  a lie n -  

a t io n . . . '  (p . 16).



V V h e re  a  p ov ve r fu l i m p e t u s  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  to  g r o u p  f o r m a t i o n  n e u r o s e s  m a y  d i m i n i s h  

a n d  a t  a li  c v e n t s  t e m p o r a r i l y  d i s a p p e a r  [ s a v s  F r e u d ] ,  J u s t i f i a b l e  a t t e m p t s  h a v e  also 

b e e n  m a d e  to  t u r n  th is  a n t a g o n i s m  b e r w e e n  n e u r o s e s  a n d  g r o u p  f o r m a t i o n  to  t h e r a p e u -  

t i c  a c c o u n t .  E v e n  t h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  r e g r e t  th e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i l l u s i o n s  from 

t h e  c i v i l i z e d  w o r ! d  o f  t o d a y  w i l l  a d m i t  t h a t  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e y  vvere in  f o r c e  t h e y  ofTered 

t h o s e  vvho  vvere b o u n d  b y  t h e m  t h e  m o s t  p o v ve r fu l p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  

n e u r o s i s .  N o r  is it h a r d  to  d i s c e r n  t h a t  al i  t h e  t ie s  t h a t  b i n d  p e o p l e  to  m y s t i c o - r e l i g i o u s  

o r  p h ü o s o p h i c o - r e l i g i o u s  s e c t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  c r o o k e d  c u r e s  o f  ali 

k i n d s  o f  n e u r o s e s .  A l i  o f  th is  is c o r r e l a t e d  vvith th e  c o n t r a s t  b etv v e e n  d i r e c t i y  s e x u a l  

i m p u l s i o n s  a n d  t h o s e  v v h ic h  a r e  i n h i b i t e d  in  t h e i r  a i m .5

A s  y o u  see, F re u d  d id  n o t d is s o c ia te  the p r o b le m  o f  n eu ro sis  fro m  vvhat is 

e x p re s s e d  in  th e  te rm  ‘c o lle c t iv e  g r o u p in g ’ , F o r  h im  th ere  is a  co n tin u ity  

betvveen  th e  s ta te s  o f  b e in g  in  lo v e , h y p n o s is  a n d  g r o u p  fo rm a tio n . F reu d  

m ig h t vvell a u th o r iz e  m e to  s a y  v vh ate v er I lik e d  from  a  free  a sso c ia tio n  o f 

th ese  th em e s. B u t  th e  h a rd - lin e rs  o n c e  a g a in  se ize  th e  m ic ro p h o n e : ‘T h a t ’s ali 

v e r y  vvell vvhen y o u ’re ta lk in g  o f  n e u ro sis  o r e ven  in s titu tio n a l th e r a p y , but 

y o u  h a v e  n o  r ig h t  to  sa y  v vh ate v er y o u  p le a se  in th e  h ig h ly  re s p o n s ib le  field  o f 

th e  c la ss  s tr u g g le  . . . ’

T h e  p o in t u p o n  vvhich  I fee l m o st u n c e r ta in , a n d  m ilita n t  g ro u p s  a re  m ost 

in tr a n s ig e n t, is th a t  o f  th e  g r o u p ’s s u b je c tiv ity . ‘ . . . p r o d u c tio n  a ls o  is not 

o n ly  a p a r t ic u la r  p r o d u c tio n . R a th e r , it is a lvvays a c e rta in  so c ia l b o d y , a  social 

subject, vvhich  is a c t iv e  in a  g r e a te r  o r s p a rs e r  to ta lity  o f  b ra n c h e s  o f  p r o d u c ­

t io n .’ 6 O h  y e s , I a m  vvell avvare th a t vvhen M a r x  ta lk s  lik e  th a t o f  a  socia l 

s u b je c t  he d o e s  n o t m ea n  it  in th e  vvay I u se it, in v o lv in g  a c o rr e la te  o f 

p h a n ta s iz in g , a n d  a  vvhole a s p e c t  o f  so c ia l c r e a t iv ity  vvhich I h a v e  s o u g h t to 

su m  u p  as ‘ t r a n s v e r s a lity ’ . A li  th e  sa m e , I am  g la d  to  fin d  in  M a r x  -  an d  no 

lo n g e r  th e  ‘y o u n g  M a r x ’ -  th is  re-em ergen c.e  o f  s u b je c tiv ity .

VVell novv, th is  q u o ta t io n s  g a m e  h as  re p e rc u ss io n s  on a re g is te r  o f  the 

u n c o n s c io u s  le v e l. 1 h a v e  o n ly  to  re a d  th em  o u t, a n d  th e  s p e c tre  o f  gu ilt 

re c e d e s , th e  s ta tu e  o f  th e  C o m m a n d e r  the v ic t im  o f  in te m p e ra n c e , a li is vvell — 

I ca n  novv s a y  v vh ate v er I lik e  on m y ovvn a c c o u n t. I am  n o t g o in g  to  try  to 

p r o d u c e  a th e o ry  b a s in g  th e  in tr in s ic  in te r lin k in g  o f  h is to r ic a l p ro ces se s  on 

th e  d e m a n d s  o f  th e  u n c o n s c io u s . T o  m e th a t  is too  o b v io u s  to n e ed  d em on - 

s tra tin g . T h e  vvhole fa b r ic  o f  m y in m o s t  e x is te n c e  is m a d e  u p  o f  th e  e v e n ts  o f 

c o n te m p o r a r y  h is to ry  -  a t le a st in so fa r  as th ey  h a v e  a fîe cted  m e in v ario u s 

w a y s . M y  p h a n ta s ie s  h a v e  b e en  m o u ld e d  b y  th e  ‘ 1936 c o m p ie x ’ , b y  that 

vvon d erfu l b o o k  o f  T r o t s k y ’s, M y L ife , b y  a li th e  e x tr a o rd in a r y  rh e to r ic  o f  the 

L ib e r a t io n , e s p e c ia lly  th o se  o f  th e  y o u th  h o s te llin g  m o v e m e n t, a n a rc h ist

5. F re u d . Group Psychology and the Analysis o f  the Ego  { 1 9 2 1 } , ed . J .  S tr a c h c y , m  V o l .  x v ii i  o f  the 

C o m p le t e  V Vorks. H o g a r th  P re s s , 19 5 5 . p p . 6 7 - 1 4 3 .

6. K a r i  M a r x ,  Introductiön to the C ritıqu eoJPolitical Economy ( i 8 5 7 ) ,  p u b lis h e d  as th e İn tr o d u c tio n  in 

Grundrisse (P e lic a n  M a r x  L ib r a r y ,  19 73 ).



groups, the U J R F , 7 T r o ts k y is t  g ro u p s  a n d  th e  Y u g o s la v  b rig a d e s , a n d , m o re 

recently, b y  th e  s a g a  o f  th e  ‘C o m m u n is t  m e n a c e ’ -  th e  T v v en tie th  C o n g r e s s  o f  

the C o m m u n ist P a r ty  o f  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n , th e  A lg e r ia n  vvar, the W a r  in 

V ietnam , th e  le ft vving o f  th e  U N E F , 8 a n d  so o n  a n d  so on .
Y et I a lso  lik e  th a t  k in d  o f  in w a r d n e s s  I see  in  D e s c a rte s , se e k in g  to  fin d  

strength fro m  vvith in  h im se lf, a n d  th e  u ltr a -in w a r d  w r it in g  o f  p e o p le  like  

Proust and  G id e ; I lik e  J a r r y ,  K a fk a , J o y c e , B e c k e tt, B la n c h o t  an d  A r ta u d  -  

just as in m u sic  I lik e  F a u r e , D e b u s s y  a n d  R a v e l. C le a r ly ,  th en , I am  a  d iv id e d  

man: a p e tty  b o u rg e o is  vvho h a s  flirted  vvith c e rta in  elerrjents o f  th e  vvorkers’ 

m ovem ent, b u t h as  k e p t  a liv e  h is s u b s c r ip tio n  to  th e  id e o lo g y  o f  th e  r u lin g  

class. I f  A lth u s s e r  h ad  b e en  th ere , I s h o u ld  h a v e  h ad  to  m a k e  m y  c h o ic e , a n d  I 

might vvell h a v e  fo u n d  m y s e lf  in  th e  se rr ied  ra n k s  o f  th o se  in d is p e n s a b le  

agents o f  a n y  so c ia l re v o lu tio n  -  th e  th e o r y -m o n g e rs . B u t  th is  b rin g s  us b a ck  

to square on e -  th e  s a m e  p r o b le m  h as to  be fa ce d  a li ö v e r  a g a in . F o r  w h o m  d o 

I speak? A m  I re a lly  o n ly  o n e  o f  th o se  p a th e t ic  a g e n ts  o f  the a c a d e m ic  

ideology, th e  b o u rg e o is  id e o lo g y , vvho try  to b u ild  a b r id g e  betvveen the 

classes and  so c o n tr ib u te  to in te g r a tin g  th e  vvorkin g c la ss  in to  th e  b o u rg e o is  

order?

A n o th er fig ü re  to  vvhom  I ovve a  lo t is S a r tre . It is n o t e x a c t ly  e a s y  to a d m it  

it. I like S a rtre  n o t so  m u c h  fo r th e  c o n sis te n c y  o f  h is th e o r e tic a l c o n tr ib u tio n , 

but the o p p o site  -  fo r th e  vvay h e g o e s  o f f  a t ta n g e n ts , fo r a li h is m ista k e s  a n d  

the good  fa ith  in vvhich  h e  m a k e s  th e m , fro m  Les Communistes o r  La Nause'e to 

his en d ea vo u rs  to in te g r a te  M a r x is t  d ia le c t ic  in to  th e  m a in s tre a m  o f  p h ilo s- 

ophy, vvhich h as  c e r ta in ly  fa ile d . I lik e  S a r tre  p r e c is e ly  b e c a u s e  o f  h is fa ilu re ; 

he seem s to  m e to h a v e  set h im s e lf  a g a in s t  th e  c o n tr a d ic to r y  d e m a n d s  th a t 

vvere to rm e n tin g  h im  a n d  to  h a v e  re m a in e d  o b se sse d  vvith th em ; h e a p p e a r s  to  

have reso lved  n o  p r o b le m , a p a r t  fro m  n e v e r  h a v in g  b e en  se d u c e d  b y  th e  

elegance o fs tr u c tu r a lis m , o r  th e  d o g m a  tism  o f  so m e  o f M a o  T s e - tu n g ’s m o re  

d istin gu ish ed  a d h e re n ts . S a r tr e ’ s c o n fu s io n s , h is n a îv e tie s , h is p a ss io n , a li 

add to his v a lu e  in m y  e y e s . V Vhich b r in g s  m e b a c k  to  th e  s lip p e r y  slo p e: 

h um an ism , p r e s e r v in g  o u r  v a lu e s  a n d  a li th at.

O f  co u rse, th a t is o n ly  as lo n g  as th e  in d iv id u a l u n c o n sc io u s  a n d  h is to ry  d o  

not m eet, a n d  the to p o lo g y  o f  th e  M o e b iu s  s tr ip  a s  d e lin e a te d  b y  L a c a n  is n o t 

a m eans o f  g e tt in g  fro m  o n e  to  th e  o th er . A s  fa r as I a m  co n c e rn e d , p o s in g  the 

question  is s o m e th in g  o f  a  d e v ic e , for I a m  c o n v in c e d  -  as e x p e r ie n c e  o f  

p sychoses a n d  se rio u s n e u r o se s  m a k es  a b s o lu te ly  c le a r  — th a t, b e y o n d  the 

E go, the su b je c t is to  b e  fo u n d  s c a tte r e d  in  fr a g m e n ts  a li ö v e r  th e  vvorld o f  

history: a  p a tie n t vvith d e lu s io n s  vvill s ta rt  ta lk in g  fo re ig n  la n g u a g e s , vvill

7. U J R F :  U n io n  d e s  J e u n e s s e s  R e p u b lic a in e s  d e  F r a n c e  (th e  y o u th  m o v e m e n t o f  th e  F re n c h  

C o m m u n ist P a rty ) .

8. U N E F :  U n io n  N a t io n a le d e s  £ t u d ia n t s  d e  F ra n c e .



h a llu c in a te  h is to r y , a n d  w a r s  a n d  c la ss  c o n flic ts  vvill b e c o m e  th e  m ea n s of 

h is/ h er  o w n  s e lf-e x p re ss io n .

A li  th is  m a y  b e  tru e  o f  m a d n e ss , y o u  m a y  s a y , b u t  h is to ry , th e  h is to ry  of 

so c ia l g ro u p s , h as  n o th in g  to d o  vvith s u c h  m a d n e ss . H e re  a g a in , I sh o w  my 

fu n d a m e n ta l ir r e s p o n s ib ility . I f  o n ly  I c o u ld  c o n te n t m y s e lf  vvith item izin g  

th e  v a r io u s  a re a s  o f  p h a n ta s y  in vvhich  I ca n  fin d  se cu rity ! B u t  th en  I vvould 

re m a in  c o n d e m n e d  to  g o in g  b a c k  a n d  fo rth  in a  d e a d  e n d , a n d  vvould h a v e  to 

a d m it  th a t  I h a v e  m e r e ly  v ie ld e d  to  the e x te rn a l c o n stra in ts  th a t  vvere part 

a n d  p a r c e l o f  e a c h  o f  th e  s itu a tio n s  th a t  m a d e  m e. U n d e r ly in g  m y  different 

o p tio n s  -  b e in g -fo r-h is to r y , b e in g -fo r -a -p a r t ic u la r -g r o u p , b e in g -fo r-litera- 

tu re  -  is th ere  n o t so m e  s e a rc h  for an  u n th in k in g  ansvver to vvhat I c a n  only 

c a li b e in g -fo r-e x is te n c e , b e in g -fo r-su fîe rin g ?

T h e  c h ild , th e  n e u r o tic , e v e r y  o n e  o f  u s, s ta rts  b y  b e in g  d e n ie d  a n y  true 

p o s se ss io n  o f  se lf, fo r th e  in d iv id u a l c a n  o n ly  s p e a k  in the c o n te x t  o f  the 

d is c o u rs e  o f  th e  O th e r .  T o  c o n tin u e  vvith th e  q u o ta tio n  fro m  F r e u d  I gave 

e a r lie r  o n ,

I f h e  is left  to  h i m s e l f ,  a n e u r o t i c  i s o b l i g e d  to  r e p l a c e  b y  h is  ovvn s y m p t o m  fo r m a t i o n s  

t h e  g r e a t  g r o u p  f o r m a t i o n s  f r o m  v vh ic h  h e  is e x c l u d e d .  H e  c r e a t e s  h is  o w n  vvorld of 

i m a g i n a t i o n  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  h is  ovvn r e l i g i o n ,  h is  ovvn s y s t e m  o f  d e l u s i o n s ,  a n d  thus 

r e c a p i t u l a t e s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f h ı t m a n i t y  in a  d i s t o r t e d  vvay  vvhich is c l e a r  e v i d e n c e o f  

t h e  d o m i n a t i n g  p a r t  p l a v e d  b y  th e  d i r e c t l v  s e x u a l  i m p u l s i o n s  9

T h e  e s ta b lis h e d  d is c o u r s e  o f  th e  g ro u p s  o fv o u n g  p e o p le  th a t I b e lo n g e d  to, 

the e s ta b lis h e d  d is c o u rs e  o f  th e  vvorkers’ o r g a n iz a tio n s  I e n c o u n te re d  in the 

fifties , th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l d is c o u rs e  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is  u n iv e rs ity , lite r a ry  dis­

c o u rse , a n d  a li th e  o th e r  d is c o u rs e s , e a c h  h a d  its ovvn c o n sis te n c y  a n d  its ovvn 

a x io m s , a n d  e a c h  d e m a n d e d  th a t I a d a p t  m y s e lf  to it in o rd e r  to  try  a n d  m ake 

it m y  ovvn. A t  th e  s a m e  tim e , th ese  su c c e s s iv e  a tte m p ts  a t m asterin g  

d is c o u rs e s  a c tu a lly  fo r m e d  m e b y  fr a g m e n tin g  m e -  s in ce  th a t  fra g m e n ta tio n  

it s e lf  vvas, on  th e  p la n e  o f  th e  im a g in a r y , s im p ly  th e  first b e g in n in g  o f  a  m ore 

p r o fo u n d  r e u n itin g . A f t e r  r e a d in g  a  n o v e l, I vvould  fin d  a vvhole nevv vvorld 

o p e n in g  u p  b e fo re  m e in , s a y , a  y o u th  h o ste l, q u ite  a n o th e r  in p o lit ic a l action 

a n d  so  o n . M y  b e h a v io u r  vvas th u s  a ffected  b y  a  k in d  o f  p o ly m o r p h is m  vvith 

m o re  o r less p e rv e rs e  im p lic a t io n s . D iffe re n t  so c ia l b o d ies  o f  re fe re n c e  vvere 

e x p e c tin g  m e to  m a k e  a  d e c is io n  on  o n e  le v e l o r a n o th e r , a n d  to  becom e 

e s ta b lis h e d  in so m e  id e n tif ia b le  ro le  -  b u t id e n tif ia b le  b y  vvhom ? A n  intellec- 

tu a l?  A  m ilita n t?  A  p r o fe ss io n a l r e v o lu tio n a ry ?  P e rh a p s , b u t in th e  d ista n ce  I 

b e g a n  to  h e a r  s o m e th in g  s a y in g , ‘Y o u  a re  g o in g  to b e  a  p s y c h o a n a ly s t . ’

N o te , h o vvever, th a t  th ese  d iffe re n t o rd e rs  m u st n o t b e  seen  on  th e  same 

le v e l. A  c e rta in  ty p e  o f  g r o u p  in it ia tio n  h a s  its ovvn sp e c ia l im p rin t: real

q. F re u d , Group Psvckology and the Analysis o f  the Ego, p . 142.



militant a c tiv ity  in  a re ified  s o c ia l c o n te x t  c re a te s  a  ra d ic a l b reak  vvith the 

sense o f  p a s s iv ity  th a t  c o m e s  vvith p a r t ic ip a t io n  in th e  u su a l in stitu tio n s . It 

may be th a t I sh a ll la te r  o n  c o m e  to see th a t I vvas m y s e lf  c o n tr ib u t in g  a 

certain a c tiv ism , an  illu s io n  o f  e ffe ctiv e n e ss , a  h e a d lo n g  ru sh  forvvard . Y e t  I 

believe th at n o o n e  vvho h ad  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  b e in g  a  m ilita n t  in o n e  o f  th o se  

youth o rg a n iz a tio n s  o r  m a ss  m o v e m e n ts , in  th e  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  o r so m e  

splinter g ro u p , vvill e v e r  a g a in  b e  ju s t  the s a m e  as e v e ry o n e  e lse . V V hether 

there vvas re a l e ffe c tiv e n e ss  h a r d ly  m a tte rs ; ce rta in  k in d s  o f  a c tio n  a n d  

concentration re p res en t a b re a k  vvith th e  h a b itu a l so c ia l p ro cesse s, a n d  in 

particular vvith the m o d e s  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a n d  e x p re ss io n  o f  fe e lin g  

inherited fro m  the fa m ily .

I have tried  to s c h e m a tiz e  th is  b re a k , th is  d iffe re n c e , b y  d is t in g u is h in g  

betvveen the su b je c t  g r o u p  a n d  the o b je c t  g r o u p . T h is  in v o lv e s  to so m e  e x te n t 

reopening the q u es tio n  o f  th e  d is t in c tio n  betvveen  in te lle c tu a ls  a n d  m a n u a l 

vvorkers, a s lig h t c h a n c e  o f  ta k in g  u p  th e  d es ire  o f  a g ro u p , h ovvever c o n c e a le d  

it m ay be, a  c h a n c e  o f  e s c a p in g  fro m  th e  im m u ta b le  d e te rm in is m  vvhose 

models co m e from  th e s tru c tu r e  o f  th e  n u c le a r  fa m ily , th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  

labour in in d u str ia l so c ie tie s  (in te rm s o fv v a g e s  a n d  o f  h ie r a r c h y ) , th e  a rm y , 

the church  a n d  the u n iv e rs ity .

A  sm all g ro u p  o f  m ilita n  ts is s o m e th in g  a p a r t  fro m  so c ie ty ; th e  s u b v e rs io n  

it plans is n o t u s u a lly  d ir e c te d  to s o m e th in g  in  th e  im m e d ia te  fu tu re , e x c e p t  in  

such e x c ep tio n a l ca se s  as th a t  o f  F id e l C a s t r o  o r  th e  L a t in  A m e r ic a n  

guerrillas. its  h o rizo n  is th e  b o u n d a r y  o f  h is to ry  its e lf:  a n y th in g  is p o s sib le , 

even i f  in re a lity  th e  u n iv e rs e  re m a in s  o p a q u e . S o m e th in g  o f  th e  sa m e  so rt 

exists in in stitu tio n a l p e d a g o g y  a n d  in s titu tio n a l p s y c h o th e r a p y . E v e n  in 

im possible, d e a d -e n d  s itu a tio n s , o n e  tries to  tin k e r  vvith th e  in s titu tio n a l 

m achinery, to p r o d u c e  a n  e ffe ct on  so m e  p a rt  o f  it; th e  in stitu tio n s  a c q u ir e  a 

kind o f  p la stic ity , a t  le a s t in  th e  vvay th ey  a re  re p res en te d  in  th e  s p h e re  o f  

intention.

C a stro , at the h ead  o f  h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  C u b a n s , u n h e s ita tin g ly  

went to vvar a g a in s t  vvhat h e  c a lle d  ‘o r g a n ig r a m m is m ’ , o r  p la n n in g  fro m  the 

centre. T h is  is so m e th in g  th a t is a  p r o b le m  th ro u g h o u t  a li th e  s o -c a lle d  

socialist so cieties. A  c e rta in  c o n c e p t o f  th e  in s titu tio n , vvhich I s h o u ld  c a li 

n on -su bjective, im p lies  th a t  th e  s y s te m  a n d  its m o d ific a tio n s  exist to  se rv e  an  

external en d, as p a rt o f  a  te le o lo g ic a l sy ste m . T h e r e  is a  p r o g ra m m e  to fu lfil, 

and a n u m b e r o f  p o ssib le  o p tio n s , b u t it is a lvvays a  q u e s tio n  o f  r e s p o n d in g  to 

specific d em an d s to  p r o d u c e  -  p ro d u e tio n  h e re  b e in g  ta k e n  in th e  vvidest sen se  

(it can refer to e n te r ta in m e n t o r  e d u c a t io n  as vvell as to  c o n s u m e r  g o o d s ) . T h e  

produetion  o f  th e  in stitu tio n  re m a in s  a  su b -vvh o le  vvith in  p r o d u e tio n  a s  a  

vvhole. It is a  resid u e , s u g g e s t in g  vvhat L a c a n  c a lls  th e  objetpetit ‘a ’. W h a t  a re  

the lavvs g o v e rn in g  th e  fo r m a tio n  o f  in stitu tio n s?  Is th ere  n o t a  g e n e ra l 

problem  o f  the p r o d u e tio n  o f  in stitu tio n s?



O n e  c o u ld  s a y  th a t re v o lu tio n s  p r o d u c e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  the C r e a t i v e  ru m blin g s 

th a t u n le a s h e d  th e  F re n c h  re v o lu tio n  vvere lu x u r ia n t  in  th is  re sp e c t. But 

bevvare o f  s p e ll in g  r e v o lu t io n  vvith a  C a p i t a l  R . T h in g s  h a p p e n e d  b y  vva y of 

s u c c e s s iv e  m o d if ic a t io n s , a n d  a n y  m a s t e r  p la n  r e m a i n e d  e n t i r e l y  a b s tr a c t  and 

n e v e r  p u t  i n t o  effect: th is  is e v id e n t in , fo r in s ta n c e , th e  su c c e s s iv e  con stitu- 

tio n s d r a fte d  b y  th e  F r e n c h  r e v o lu tio n . O n ly  vvith th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  vvorkers’ 

m o v e m e n t s in c e  M a r x  h a v e  vve seen  a c o n s c io u s  p la n  s e tt in g  o u t  to p rodu ce 

n o n -u to p ia n  in s t itu t io n a l m o d e ls  fo r r e o r g a n iz in g  th e  s tru c tu re  o f  th e  S t a t e -  

vvith a  vievv to  its fu tu re  v vith erin g  avvay -  for s ta rtin g  u p  a rev o lu tio n ary  

povver, for s e tt in g  u p  p o lit ic a l  a n d  tra d e -u n io n  b o d ies  a im in g  (a t lea st in 

th e o r y )  to fu lfil th e  d e m a n d s  o f  th e  c la ss  s tr u g g le . I t  is n o tevv o rth y  that 

o r g a n iz a t io n a l p ro b le m s  h a v e  o ften  m o re  tru ly  e n g e n d e re d  s p lin te r  groups, 

m a jö r  b a tt le s , e v e n  sc h is m s , th a n  h a v e  id e o lo g ic a l d iv e rg e n c e s ; a n d  vvith 

L e n in is m , th e  p r o b le m  o f  o rg a n iz a t io n  b e c a m e  th e  p r im o r d ia l o n e .  D eb ates 

a b o u t  th e  p a r ty  l i n e ,  th e  s ig n ifie d  a n d  the s ig n ific a tio n  vvere v e r y  often  no 

m o re  th a n  a  fro n t to c o n c e a l vvhat vvas a t issu e  a t the lev el o f  th e  o rg an izatio n - 

ai s ig n ifie r , vvhich a t tim e s  vvent dovvn to  th e  tin iest d e ta il. VVho s h o u ld  control 

th is  o r th a t  a u th o r ity ?  H ovv s h o u ld  th e  u n io n s be re la te d  to th e  p a rty ?  \Vhat 

vvas to be th e  ro le  o f  th e  so v ie ts?

T h e r e  is o f  c o u rse  a  g e n e r a l p r o b le m  a b o u t  th e  s u b je c tiv e  p ro cesses of 

‘ b r e a k th ro u g h  g r o u p s ’ th r o u g h o u t  h is to ry , b u t for th e  m o m e n t I vvant sim ply 

to  fo cu s th e  id e a  o f  th e  s u b je c t  g ro u p  on  th e  b ir th  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  g ro u p s .10 

T h e s e  g r o u p s  m a k e  a s p e c ia l p o in t  o f  lin k in g , o r tr y in g  to  lin k , their 

o r g a n iz a t io n  o p tio n s  v e r y  c lo se ly  vvith th eir  re v o lu t io n a ry  p r o g ra m m e . His- 

to r ic a lly , vve c a n  p o in t to o n e  g r e a t  C r e a t i v e  e v e n t th a t vvas stifled  b y  the 

h e g e m o n y  o f  S ta lin is m  in th e  U S S R  a n d  in th e  C o m m u n is t  In tern a tio n al. 

E v e n  to d a y , m o st r e v o lu t io n a r y  te n d e n c ie s  stili see  o r g a n iz a t io n a l problem s 

in th e  fram evvo rk  vvith in  vvhich th ey  vvere fo r m u la te d  fifty  y e a r s  a g o  b y  Lenin. 

im p e r ia lis m , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , seem s to h a v e  b een  c a p a b le  o f  produ cin g 

r e la tiv e  in s t itu t io n a l so lu tio n s  e n a b lin g  it to e sc a p e  fro m  e v e n  the most 

c a ta s tr o p h ic  o rd e a ls . A fte r  th e  cris is  o f  1929 it p r o d u c e d  the N evv D e a l; after 

th e  S e c o n d  VVorld \V ar it vvas a b le  to  o r g a n iz e  ‘ re c o n s tr u c t io n ’ a n d  re-m ould 

in te r n a tio n a l r e la tio n s . T h e s e  vvere, o f  co u rse , o n ly  p a r tia l m e a s u re s , effected 

b y tr ia l a n d  e rro r , s in c e  th e  d o m in a n t  im p e ria lis m  h ad  fo r m u la te d  no 

co n s is te n t  p o lic y  o r  a im s. B u t  in  th e  te rm s o f  p r o d u c tio n , th e y  h a v e  enabled 

im p e r ia lis m  to re m a in  c o n s id e r a b ly  in  a d v a n c e  o f  the so -c a lle d  socialist 

S ta te s  in  its c a p a c it y  fo r in s titu tio n a l c r e a t iv ity . B u t  in th e  s o c ia lis t  States 

n o n e  o f  th e  m a jö r  p ro je c ts  o f  re fo rm  s in c e  1956  h as  y e t  seen  th e  lig h t  o f  d ay . In 

th is re s p e c t  it  is th e  d iffe re n c e  th a t is c r u c ia l.  A t  th e  tim e o f  th e  first F iv e  Year 

P la n , R u s s ia  vvas in tr o d u c in g  c a p ita lis t  p r o d u c tio n  p la n s in to  its factories.

10. İt w o u id  be p a r t ic u ia r iv  im e r e s tm g  to a p p îy  th is  id e a  to p o p u la r  re îig io u s  h e resie s .



Even to d ay , in  b o th  th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l an d  the in d u s tr ia l fıe ld s, th e  o rg a n iz a -  

tion o f  p ro d u c tio n  a n d  e v e n  th e  in te rn a l s tru c tu re  o f  c o m p a n ie s  a re  stili 

largely d ep e n d e n t on th e  m o d e ls  se t u p  b y  c a p ita lis m . W e  are  a lso  se e in g  the 

im portation  in to  R u s s ia  a n d  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  p a tte r n  o f  m ass 

consum ption  o f c a r s .  I t  lo o k s as th o u g h  th e  p la n n e d  s tru c tu re  o f  th e  so c ia lis t  

States is not c a p a b le  o f  p e r m itt in g  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  a n y  fo rm  o f  o r i g i n a l  so c ia l 

creativity in resp o n se  to th e  d e m a n d s  o fd iffe r e n t  s o c ia l g ro u p s . V e r y  d iffe re n t 

was the s itu a tio n  a fte r  th e  19 17  re v o lu tio n , b efo re  the S ta lin is t  te rro r  to o k  

över. T h o u g h  th e  so v ie ts  r a p id ly  d e g e n e ra te d  a t th e  m ass le v e l, th ere  vvere 

some i n t e n s i v e l y  C r e a t i v e  v e a r s  in  a  n u m b e r  o f  s p e c i f i c  a re a s  -  c i n e m a ,  

architecture, e d u c a tio n , s e x u a lity , ete. E v e n  F re u d ia n is m  m a d e  c o n s id e ra b le  

progress. T h e  19 17  re v o lu tio n  is stili c h a r g e d  vvith a  povverfu l g r o u p  E ro s, a n d  

it vvill lon g co n tin u e  to e x e r c is e  th a t povver: the v a s t  fo rces o f  so c ia l c r e a t iv ity  

unleashed b y  it i l lu m in a te d  th e  field  o fr e s e a r c h  in a li sp h eres.

W e m ay vvell be vvitn essin g  th e  davvn o f  a nevv re v o lu t io n a ry  d e v e lo p m e n t 

that vvill follovv on from  th a t  s o m b r e  p e rio d , b u t vve a re  stili too  e lo se  to th e  

daily events o f  h is to ry  to see  it c le a r ly . T h e  e x tr a o r d in a r y  vvay th a t b u re a u - 

cratization  took p la c e  in th e  B o ls h e v ik  P a r ty  a n d  th e  so v ie t S ta te  u n d e r S ta lin  

seems to m e c o m p a r a b le  to  n e u r o t ic  p ro c es se s  th a t  b e c o m e  m o re  v io le n t  as 

the instinets u n d e r ly in g  th em  a re  m o re  p ovverfu l. T h e  S ta lin  d ic ta to r s h ip  

could n ever h a v e  tak e n  so  e x c e s s iv e  a form  h ad  it n o t n e ed e d  to re p res s  the 

fastest-flovving c u rre n t o f  s o c ia l e x p re ss io n  th e  vvorld h as  e v e r  knovvn. It m u st 

also be reco g n ized  th at th e  v o lu n ta r is m  o f  th e  L e n in is t  o r g a n iz a t io n  a n d  its 

system atic m istru st o f  the s p o n ta n e ity  o f  th e  m a sse s  u n d o u b te d ly  led  it to 

miss seeing the re v o lu t io n a r y  p o s s ib ilit ie s  re p res en te d  b y  th e  so v ie ts . In  fa ct 

there never vvas a n y  re a l th e o r y  o f  so v ie t o r g a n iz a t io n  in L e n in ism : ‘A li  povver 

to the so v iets ’ vvas o n ly  a  tra n s it io n a l s lo g a n , a n d  the so v ie ts  vvere soon  

centralized to su it th e  B o ls h e v ik s ’ d e te rm in a tio n  to m a in ta in  a b s o lu te  c o n tro l 

o f ali povver in v ie w  o f  th e  rise  o f  c o u n te r -r e v o lu t io n a r y  a tta c k  fro m  b o th  

vvithin and  vvithout. T h e  o n ly  in stitu tio n s  th at re m a in e d  im p o rta n t vvere the 

State povver, the P a r ty  a n d  th e  a r m v . T h e  sy ste m s o fo r g a n iz a t io n a l d e c e n tra -  

lization e stab lish ed  b y  th e  B o ls h e v ik  P a r ty  d u r in g  th e  y e a r s  o f  u n d e rg ro u n d  

struggle d isa p p e a red  in  fa v o u r  o f  c e n tra lis m . T h e  In te r n a tio n a l vvas m ilita r-  

ized vvilly-nilly, a n d  th e  v a r io u s  o r g a n iz a tio n s  in s y m p a th y  vvith B o lsh e v ism  

w ere m ad e to  a c c e p t  th e  a b s ü r d  ‘T v v e n ty -O n e  P o in ts ’ . E n o rm o u s  r e v o l­

utionary forces a li ö v e r  th e  vvorld th u s fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  a r b itr a r ily  c u t  o ff  

from their p ro p e r s o c ia l c o n te x t, a n d  so m e  C o m m u n is t  b o d ies  n e v e r  re a lly  

recovered. (T h e  C o m m u n is t  m o v e m e n t vvas u n a b le , a b o v e  a li, to b e c o m e  

established and  o rg a n iz e d  in  v a s t  a re a s  o f  vvhat vve to d a y  c a li th e  T h ir d  W o rld  

-p r e s u m a b ly  to in d ic a te  th a t  it is ‘a  vvorld a p a r t ’ .)

T h e  sam e p a ttern  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n  ( P a r ty  -  C e n tr a l C o m m i t t e e -  P o litb u ro

-  secretariat -  s e c r e ta r y -g e n e r a l;  a n d  m ass o rg a n iz a tio n s , lin k s betvveen



P a r ty  a n d  p e o p le , e te .)  i s j u s t  as d is a s tr o u s  in  th e  in te rn a tio n a l C o m m u n ist 

m o v e m e n t as a vvhole. T h e  sa m e  so rt o f  m ilita n t  s u p e rs tr u e tu re s , estab lished  

in  a re v o lu t io n a r y  c o n te x t, a re  su p p o s e d  to s u p p ly  to the o rg a n iz a t io n a l needs 

o f  a h ig h ly  i ı ıd u s tr ia liz e d  s o c ia lis t  S ta te . T h is  a b s u r d ity  is p r o d u c t iv e  o f  the 

vvorst b u r e a u c r a t ic  p e rv e rs io n s . H o w  ca n  th e  sa m e  h a n d fu l o f m e n  p ro p o se  to 

d ır e c t  e v e r y th in g  a t o n c e  -  S ta te  b o d ies , o r g a n iz a t io n s  o f  y o u n g  p eo p le , of 

vvorkers a n d  o f  p e a s a n ts , c u ltu r a l a c tiv ity , th e  a rm y , e te ., e te . -  vvith non e of 

th e  in te rm e d ia te  a u th o r it ie s  h a v in g  th e  le a st a u to n o m y  in vvo rk in g  o u t its ovvn 

lin e  o f  a c tio n ?  V V h ether o r n o t it g iv e s  rise  to c o n tr a d ic tio n s  vvith th is  tendeney 

o r th a t, o r to  c o n fro n ta tio n s  th a t  c a n n o t be re so lv e d  s im p ly  b y  arb itratio n  

fro m  a b o v e .

N e v e r  h as  th e  in te rn a tio n a iis t  id e a l fa lle n  so low ! T h e  re a c tio n  o f  the 

p r o -C h in e s e  m o v e m e n ts  h as  b een  to p r e a c h  a re tu rn  to S ta lin is t  o rth o d o x y , as 

re v ise d  a n d  c o rr e c te d  b y  M a o  T s e - tu n g , b u t in  fa c t it is h a rd  to see hovv they 

vvill re so lv e  th ese  fu n d a m e n ta l p r o b le m s . A t  the en d  o f  the la st  c e n tu ry , a 

m ilita n t  vvas s o m e o n e  fo rm e d  b y  th e  s tr u g g le , vvho c o u ld  b re a k  vvith the 

d o m in a n t  id e o lo g y  a n d  c o u ld  to le ra te  th e  a b s u r d ity  o f  d a ily  life, th e  hum ilia- 

tio n s o f  re p r e s s io n , a n d  e v e n  d e a th  itse lf, b e c a u s e  th ere  vvas n o d o u b t  in his 

m in d  th a t  e v e r y  blovv to  c a p ita lis m  vvas a  ste p  on  the vvay to a  s o c ia lis t  society. 

T h e  o n ly  c o n te x t  in  vvhich  vve fin d  su c h  r e v o lu tio n a rie s  to d a y  is th at of 

g u e r r il la  vvarfare , o f  vvhich  C h e  G u e v a r a  h a s  le ft  us su ch  an  extra o rd in a ry  

a c c o u n t  in  h is Testamentopolitico.

T h e  p o lit ic a l o r s y n d ic a l s ty le  o f  th e  C o m m u n is t  o r g a n iz a t io n s  o f  today 

te n d s  to be to ta l ly  h u m o u rle s s . T h e  b u r e a u c r a t  e x p e r ie n c e s  p o litic s  and 

s v n d ic a lis m  in th e  s lıo rt  term ; h e is o ften  fe lt  to b e  an  o u ts ıd e r  a t vvork, even 

th o u g h  h is c o m r a d e s  r e c o g n iz e  th e  m erits  o f  vvhat he is d o in g , a n d  re ly  on him 

- a t  h is r e q u e s t - a s  o n e  vvould  re ly  o n  a  p u b lic s e r v ic e .  T h e r e  a re  e xcep tio n s , a 

g re a t  m a n v  in d e e d , vvho a re  g e n u in e  m ilita n ts  o f  the p e o p le  in th o se  o rg an ­

iz a tio n s , b u t th e  p a r ty  m a c h in e  m istru sts  th em , k e e p in g  th em  on  a  tig h t rein, 

a n d  en d s u p  b y  d e s tr o y in g  th em  o r tr y in g  to  e x p e l th em .

11 ıs a lvvays the m ass  o f  th e  p e o p ie  vvho h a v e  c re a te d  nevv fo rm s o f  struggle: 

it w a s  th ey  vvho ‘ in v e n te d ’ so v ie ts , th ey  vvho set up ad hoc s tr ik e  com m ittees, 

th e y  vvho first th o u g h t o f  o c c u p a tio n s  in 1936. T h e  P a r ty  a n d  th e  u n io n s have 

s y s te m a t ic a lly  re tre a te d  fro m  th e c r e a t iv itv  o f  the p eo p le; in d e e d , sin ce  the 

S ta lin  p e rio d , th ey  h a v e  n o t m e r e ly  r e tre a te d  b u t h a v e  p o s itiv e ly  opposed 

in n o v a tio n  o f  a n y  k in d . O n e  h as  o n ly  to r e c a ll th e  p a rt  p la y e d  b y the 

c o m m u n is ts  in  F r a n c e  at th e  L ib e r a t io n , vvhen th ey  u sed  fo rce  as vvell as 

p e rs u a s io n  to  re in te g r a te  in to  th e  fram evvork  o f  th e  S ta te  ali th e  nevv form s of 

s tr u g g le  a n d  o r g a n iz a t io n  th a t h a d  e m e rg e d . T h is  re su lte d  in vvorks com m it­

tees vvith ou t povver, a n d  a  S o c ia l S e c u r ity  th a t  is m ere ly  a  fo rm  o f  delayed 

w a g e s  to be m a n ip u la te d  b y  m a n a g e m e n t a n d  th e  S ta te  so as to c o n tro l the 

v vo rk in g  c la s s  a n d  so on .



It m ay b e  sa id  th a t th e  vvo rk in g  c la ss  m u st s im p ly  e ffect a  ‘ re s t itu t io n ’ o f  

these su b jective  p r o c e d u re s , th a t th ey  m u st b e c o m e  a d is c ip lin e d  a r m y  o f  

militants and  so  o n . Y e t  s u re ly  vvhat th e y  a re  se e k in g  is so m e th in g  d iffe re n t -  

they w ant to p r o d u c e  a  v is ib le  a im  fo r th e ir  a c tiv it ie s  a n d  s tru g g le s . T o  re tu rn  

to th en o tio n s I p u tfo r v v a rd  p r o v is io n a lly , I vvould  sa y  th a t th e  re v o lu t io n a r y  

organization h as b e c o m e  s e p a r a te d  fro m  th e  s ig n if ie r  o f  th e  vvorkin g  c la s s ’s 

discourse, a n d  b e c o m e  in s te a d  c lo se d  in u p o n  it s e lf  a n d  a n ta g o n is tic  to a n y  

expression o f  s u b je c tiv ity  on  the p a rt o f  the v a r io u s  su b -vvh oles a n d  g ro u p s , 

the subject g ro u p s  sp o k e n  o f  b y  M a r x . G r o u p  s u b je c tiv ity  ca n  th en  e x p re ss  

itself only b y  vvay o f  p h a n ta s y -m a k in g , vvhich  c h a n n e ls  it o f f  in to  th e  s p h e re  o f  

the im agin ary. T o  b e  a  vvorker, to  b e  a  y o u n g  p e rs o n , a u to m a tic a lly  m ea n s 

sharing a p a r t ic u la r  k in d  o f  (m o st in a d e q u a te )  g r o u p  p h a n ta s y . T o  b e  a 

militant vvorker, a m ilita n t  re v o lu t io n a r y , m ea n s  e s c a p in g  fro m  th a t im a g in ­

ary vvorld and  b e c o m in g  c o n n e c te d  to  th e  re a l te x tu re  o f  an  o r g a n iz a t io n , p a rt 

of the p ro lo n g a tio n  o f  a n  o p e n  fo r m a liz a tio n  o f  th e  h is to r ic a l p ro cess . In  

effect, the sa m e text fo r a n a ly s is  o f  s o c ie ty  a n d  its c la ss c o n tra d ic tio n s  e x te n d s  

into both the te xt o f  a  th e o r e tic a l/ p o lit ic a l s y ste m  a n d  th e  te x tu re  o f  the 

organization. T h e r e  is th u s a  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n  a t th re e  levels: th a t  o f  the 

spontaneous, C reative  p ro c es se s  o f  th e  m asses; th a t o f  th e ir  o r g a n iz a t io n a l 

expression; a n d  th a t o f  th e  th e o r e tic a l fo r m u la tio n  o f  th e ir  h is to r ic a l a n d  

strategic aim s.

Not h a v in g  g r a s p e d  th is  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n , th e  vvo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t 

unknovvingly fa lls in to  a  b o u rg e o is  in d iv id u a lis t  id e o lo g y . In  re a lity , a  g r o u p  

is not ju st the su m  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  in d iv id u a ls :  th e  g r o u p  d o es n o t m o ve  

im m ediately from  ‘ I ’ to ‘y o u ’ , fro m  th e le a d e r  to  th e  ra n k  a n d  file , fro m  the 

party to the m asses. A  s u b je c t  g r o u p  is n o t e m b o d ie d  in a  d e le g a te d  in d iv id u a l 

vvho can cla im  to sp e a k  on  its b e h a l f : it is p r im a r ily  a n  in te n tio n  to a c t , b a se d  

on a p ro visio n a l to ta liz a tio n  a n d  p r o d u c in g  so m e th in g  tru e  in th e  d e v e lo p -  

ment o f  its actio n . U n lik e  A lth u s s e r , th e  s u b je c t  g r o u p  is n o t a  th e o re tic ia n  

producing co n cep ts; it p r o d u c e s  s ig n ifie rs , n o t s ig n ific a tio n ; it p ro d u c e s  the 

institution and  in s t itu t io n a liz a tio n , n o t a p a r ty  o r  a  line; it m o d ifies  th e  

general d irectio n  o f  h is to r y , b u t  d o es n o t c la im  to  vvrite it; it in te rp re ts  the 

situation, and  vvith its tru th  illu m in a te s  a li th e  fo rm u la tio n s  c o e x is t in g  

sim ultan eously in th e  vvo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t. T o d a y ,  the tru th  o f  the N L F  in 

V ietn am  and  th e  D e m o c r a tic  R e p u b lic  o f  V ie tn a m  illu m in a te s  th e  vvhole 

range o f  p o ssib ilities  fo r s tr u g g le  a g a in s t  im p e ria lis m  th a t  novv e x is t , a n d  

reveals the real m e a n in g  o f  th e  p e rio d  o f  p e a c e fu l co ex isten c.e  th a t follovved 

the Y a lta  and  P o tsd a m  a g re e m e n ts . T o d a y ,  too , th e  s tr u g g le  o f  re v o lu tio n a r y  

organ ization s in L a tin  A m e r ic a  b rin g s  in to  q u e s tio n  a li th e  fo r m u la tio n s  o f  

the vvorkers’ m o ve m e n t a n d  a li th e  s o c io lo g ic a l th eo r ie s  re c o g n iz e d  b y  the 

bourgeois m ind . Y e t  o n e  c a n n o t sa y  th a t  C h e  G u e v a r a , H o  C h i-m in h , o r the 

leaders o f  the N L F  a re  p r o d u c e r s  o f  p h ilo s o p h ic a l c o n c e p ts : it is re v o lu tio n -



a r y  a c tio n  th a t b e c o m e s  sp e e c lı a n d  in te rp re ta tio n , in d e p e n d e n t o f  a n y  formal 

s tu d y  a n d  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  to ta lity  o f  vvhat is sa id  a n d  d o n e. T h is  does not 

m ea n  th a t o n e  h as  n o  r ig h t  to s a y  a n y th in g  -  on  the c o n tra rv , o n e  can say 

w h a t  o n e  vvants a li th e  m o re  free ly  p r e c is e ly  b e c a u s e  vvhat o n e  sa y s  is less 

im p o rta n t  th a n  vvhat is b e in g  d o n e. Saying is n o t alvvays doingl

T h is  b rin g s  us to a  m o re  g e n e ra l p r o b le m : d oes ‘s a y in g ’ m ean  a n y th in g  more 

th a n  the p r o d u e tio n  o f it s  ovvn sen se? S u r e ly , vvhat the vvhole a n a ly s is  o f  Capital 

m ak es  c le a r  is p r e c is e ly  th a t b e h in d  e v e ry  p ro ces s  o f  p ro d u e tio n , circulation  

a n d  c o n s u m p tio n  th ere  is a n  o r d e r  o fs y m b o lic  p r o d u e tio n  th at c o n stitu tes  the 

v e r y  fa b r ic  o f  e v e r y  relationship o f  p r o d u e tio n , c ir c u la tio n  a n d  con sum p tion, 

a n d  o f  a li the s tr u c tu r a l o rd e rs , I t  is im p o s s ib le  to  s e p a ra te  th e  p ro d u etio n  of 

a n y  c o n s u m e r  c o m m o d ity  fro m  th e  in s titu tio n  th a t su p p o rts  th at produetion. 

T h e  s a m e  c a n  be sa id  o f  te a c h in g , tr a in in g , re s e a rc h , ete. T h e  S ta te  m achine 

a n d  the m a c h in e  o f  rep res sio n  p r o d u c e  anti-produetion, th a t is to s a y  signifiers 

th at e x is t  to b lo c k  a n d  p re v e n t th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  a n y  s u b je c tiv e  p ro ces s  on the 

p a r t  o f  th e  g r o u p . I b e lie v e  vve sh o u ld  th in k  o f  re p ressio n , o r th e  existen ce  of 

th e  S ta te , o r b u r e a u c r a t iz a t io n , n o t as p a s s iv e  o r in e rt, b u t as d y n a m ic . Just 

a s F re u d  c o u ld  ta lk  o f  th e  d y n a m ic  p ro ces se s  u n d e r ly in g  p s y c h ic  repression, 

so  it m u st b e  u n d e rs to o d  th a t, lik e  the o d y s s e y  o f  th in g s  r e tu rn in g  to their 

‘ r ig h tfu l p la c e ’ , b u r e a u c ra c ie s , c h u r c h e s , u n iv e rs itie s  and  o th e r  su c h  bodies 

d e v e lo p  a n  e n tire  id e o lo g y  a n d  set o f  p h a n ta s ie s  o f  re p ressio n  in  o rd er to 

c o u ııte r  th e  p r o c e s se s  o f  so c ia l c re a tio n  in e v e r y  sp h ere .

T h e  in c a p a c ity  o f  th e  vvo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t to a n a ly s e  s u c h  in stitu tion s’ 

c o n d itio n s  o f  p r o d u e tio n , a n d  th e ir  fu n c tio n  o f  a n ti-p ro d u e tio n , d o o m s it to 

re m a in  p a s s iv e  in  th e  fa ce  o f  c a p ita lis t  in it ia t iv e s  in th at sp h e re . C o n s id e r , for 

in s ta n c e , th e  u n iv e rs ity  an d  th e  a rm v . It m a y  a p p e a r  th a t a li that is 

h a p p e n in g  in  a  u n iv e r s ity  is th e  tra n s m iss io n  o f  m es sa g e s , o f  bourgeois 

k n o vvled g e; b u t  vve knovv th a t  in  r e a lity  a  lo t  e lse  is a lso  h a p p e n in g , ineluding 

a  vvhole o p e r a tio n  o f  m o u ld in g  p e o p le  to fit th e  k ey  fu n e tio n s o f  bourgeois 

s o c ie ty  a n d  its r e g u la to r y  im a g e s . In  th e  a r m y , a t le a st th e  tra d it io n a l army, 

n o t a  g r e a t  d e a l o f  vvhat h a p p e n s  is p u t in to  vvords. B u t th e  S ta te  vvould  hardly 

sp e n d  so  m u c h , y e a r  a fte r  y e a r , o n  te a c h in g  y o u n g  m en  ju st to m a rc h  u p  and 

dovvn; th a t  is o n ly  a  p r e te x t: the re a l p u rp o s e  is to tra in  p e o p le , an d  make 

th em  re la te  to  o n e  a n o th e r , vvith a  vievv to  th e  c le a r ly  sta te d  o b je e tiv e  of 

d is c ip lin e . T h e ir  t r a in in g  is n o t m ere ly  a n  a p p r e n tic e s h ip  in m ilita r y  teeh- 

n iq u e s , b u t th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  a  m e c h a n is m  o f  s u b o r d in a tio n  in their 

im a g in a t io n s . S im ila r  e x a m p le s  c a n  b e  fo u n d  in  so -c a lle d  p r im it iv e  societies: 

to  be a fu ll m e m b e r  o f  th e  tr ib e , o n e  h as  to  fu lfil c e rta in  c o n d itio n s; o n e  must 

s u c c e s s fu lly  u n d e rg o  ce rta in  c e re m o n ie s  o f  in itia tio n  -  th a t  is, o f  social 

in te g r a tio n  b y m e a n s  p e rh a p s  o f  m in g lin g  o n e ’s b lo o d  vvith a  prim ordial 

to te m ic  im a g e , a n d  b y  d e v e lo p in g  a  se n se  o f  b e lo n g in g  to th e  g r o u p . A n d , in 

fa c t , u n d e r ly in g  th e  r a tio n a l a c c o u n t  o n e  m a y  g iv e o f s u c h  g ro u p  phenom ena,



phantasy m e c h a n is m s o f  th is  n a tu r e  a re  stili a t w o r k  in  c a p ita lis t  so c ie tie s .

T h e  \vorkers’ m o v e m e n t seem s to b e  p e c u lia r ly  u n fitte d  to  re c o g n iz e  th o se  

m echanism s; it  re la te s  s u b je c tiv e  p ro cesse s  to in d iv id u a l p h e n o m e n a , a n d  

fails to re co g n ize  th e  series o f  p h a n ta s ie s  vvhich a c tu a lly  m a k e  u p  the re a l 

fabric o f  the vvhole o r g a n iz a t io n  a n d  s o lid ity  o f  th e  m asse s. T o  a c h ie v e  a n y  

understanding o f  s o c ia l g r o u p s , o n e  m u st g e t r id  o f  o n e  k in d  o f  r a t io n a lis t-  

positivist v is io n  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l (a n d  o f  h is to r y ) . O n e  m u st b e  c a p a b le  o f  

grasping the u n ities u n d e r ly in g  h is to r ic a l p h e n o m e n a , th e  m o d es o f  s y m b o lic  

com m unication  p r o p e r  to  g r o u p s  (vvhere th ere  is o ften  n o m o d e  o f  sp o k e n  

contract), the sy ste m s th a t  e n a b le  in d iv id u a ls  n o t to  lo se  th e m se lv e s  in 

interpersonal re la tio n s h ip s , a n d  so o n . T o  m e it is a li re m in is c e n t  o f  a flo ck  o f  

m igrating birds: it h as its ovvn s tr u c tu r e , the s h a p e  it m a k e s  in th e  a ir, its 

function, its d ire c tio n  -  a n d  a li d e te rm in e d  vvith ou t b e n e fit  o f  a  s in g le  c e n tra l 

com m ittee m eetin g , o r e la b o r a t io n  o f  a  c o rr e c t lin e . G e n e r a lly  s p e a k in g , o u r  

understanding o f  g r o u p  p h e n o m e n a  is v e r y  in a d e q u a te . P r im itiv e  so c ie tie s  

are co llectiv e ly  fa r b e tte r  e th n o lo g is ts  th a n  th e  s c h o la rs  sen t o u t  to  s tu d y  

them. T h e  g a n g  o f  y o u n g  m en  th a t  fo rm s s p o n ta n e o u s ly  in a se ctio n  o f  tovvn 

does not re cru it  m e m b e rs  o r c h a r g e  a  su b s c r ip tio n ; it is a  m a tte r  o f  re co g n i- 

tion and in tern a l o r g a n iz a t io n . O r g a n iz in g  su c h  a  c o lle c tiv e  d e p e n d s  n o t o n ly  

on the vvords th at a re  sa id , b u t  on  th e  fo r m a tio n  o f  im a g e s  u n d e r ly in g  th e  

constitution o f  a n y  g r o u p , a n d  th ese  seem  to m e s o m e th in g  fu n d a m e n ta l -  th e  

support u p on  vvhich a li th e ir  o th e r  a im s  a n d  o b je c ts  rest. I d o  n o t th in k  on e 

can fu lly  g ra sp  th e  a c ts , a tt itu d e s  o r in n e r  life  o f  a n y  g r o u p  vvith out g r a s p in g  

the th em atics an d  fu n c tio n s  o f  its ‘ a c tk ıg  o u t ’ o f  p h a n ta s ie s . H ith e r to  the 

vvorkers’ m o ve m e n t h a s  fu n c tio n e d  o n ly  b y  vvay o f  an  id e a lis t  a p p r o a c h  to 

these p ro blem s. T h e r e  is, fo r in s ta n c e , no d e s c r ip tio n  o f  th e  sp e c ia l c h a r a c te r-  

istics o f  the v vorking c la ss  th a t  e s ta b lis h e d  the P a ris  C o m m u n e , n o  d e s c r ip tio n  

o f its Creative im a g in a tio n . B o u rg e o is  h is to r ia n s  o ffer su c h  m e a n in g le ss  

com m ents as th at ‘ the H u n g a r ia n  vvorkers vvere c o u r a g e o u s ’ , a n d  th en  p a ss 

on to a form al, se lf-e n c lo se d  a n a ly s is  o f  the v a r io u s  e le m e n ts  o f  so c ia l g ro u p s  

as though th ey h a d  n o  b e a r in g  o n  th e  p r o b le m s  o f  th e  c la ss  s tr u g g le  o r 

org an izatio n al s tra te g y , a n d  vvith o u t re fe re n ce  to th e  fa ct th a t th e  lavvs 

governing the g r o u p ’s fo r m a tio n s  o f  im a g e s  a re  d iffe re n t in k in d  fro m  

con tractu al lavvs -  lik e  th o se  r e la t iv e  to s e tt in g  u p  a  lim ite d  c o m p a n y , for 

instance, or the F re n c h  A s s o c ia t io n  L a w  o f  190 1. Y o u  c a n n o t re la te  th e  su m  o f  

a g ro u p ’s p h a n ta sy  p h e n o m e n a  to a n y  sy ste m  o f  d e d u c tio n s  vvo rk in g  o n ly  

vvith m o tivatio n s m a d e  fu lly  e x p lic it  a t th e  r a t io n a l le v el. T h e r e  a re  so m e  

m om ents in h isto ry  vvhen re p res se d  m o tiv e s  e m e rg e , a vvhole p h a n ta s y  o rd e r, 

that can be tra n s la te d , a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s, in to  p h e n o m e n a  o f  c o lle c tiv e  

identification  vvith a  le a d e r  -  fo r in s ta n c e  N a z is m . T h e  in d iv id u a l ‘ I ’ asks 

uıhere the im age  is, the id e n tify in g  im a g e  th a t m a k es  us a li m em b e rs  o f ‘ B ig  

B o y ’s ’ g a n g  ra th e r  th a n  ‘J o jo ’ s ’ ; J o jo  is th a t  d a rk  fellovv vvith the m o to r-b ik e ,



vvh ereas it m a y  b e  so m e o n e  -  a n y o n e  -  else  w h o  h as th e  ch a ra c te ris tic s  

d e m a n d e d  b y  the p h a n ta s y  vvorld  o f  th is  p a r t ic u la r  g ro u p . S im ila r ly , th e  great 

le a d e rs  o f  h is to ry  w e re  p e o p le  vvho se rv e d  as so m e th in g  on w h ic h  to hang 

s o c ie t y ’s p h a n ta s ie s . W h e n  J o jo ,  o r H itle r , te lis  p e o p le  to 'b e  J o jo s ’ o r  ‘ be 

H it le r s ’ , th ey  a re  n o t s p e a k in g  so m u c h  as c ir c u la t in g  a p a r t ic u la r  k in d  of 

im a g e  to b e  u se d  in  th e  g ro u p : ‘T h r o u g h  th a t p a r t ic u la r  J o jo  w e  sh a ll find 

o u r s e lv e s . ’ B u t  w h o  a c tu a lly  sa y s  th is?  T h e  vvhole p o in t is th at no o n e  says it, 

b e c a u s e  i f o n e  vvere to  s a y  it to o n e se lf, it vvould  b e c o m e  s o m e th in g  different. 

A t  th e  le v e l o f  th e  g r o u p ’ s p h a n ta s y  s tru c tu r e , vve n o  lo n g e r  fin d  la n g u a g e  

o p e r a t in g  in th is  vvay, s e tt in g  u p  an  ‘ I ’ a n d  a n  o th e r  th ro u g h  vvords and  a 

s y ste m  o f  s ig n if ic a tio n s . T h e r e  is, to s ta rt  vvith, a k in d  o f  s o lid if ic a tio n , a 

s e tt in g  in to  a m ass; this is us, a n d  o th e r  p e o p le  are  d iffe re n t, a n d  u s u a lly  not 

vvorth  b o th e r in g  vvith -  th ere  is n o  c o m m u n ic a tio n  p o s sib le . T h e r e  is a 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  p h a n ta s y , an  im a g in in g  o f  th e  g ro u p  as a b o d y , that 

a b s o r b s  s u b je c tiv ity  in to  itse lf. F ro m  th is th ere  flovv a li the p h e n o m e n a  of 

m is u n d e r s ta n d in g , ra c is m , re g io n a lis m , n a tio n a lis m  a n d  o th e r  archaism s 

th a t h a v e  u tte r ly  d e fe a te d  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  so c ia l th eo rists.

A n d r e  M a lr a u x  o n c e  sa id  on  te le v is io n  th a t th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y  vvas the 

c e n tu r y  o f  in te r n a t io n a lis m , v v h e r e a s  th e  tvven tieth  is th e  c e n ta r v  o f  n atio n a l­

ism . H e  m ig h t h a v e  a d d e d  w ith o u t  e x a g g e r a t io n  th a t it is a lso  th e  ce n tu ry  of 

r e g io n a lis m  a n d  p a r t ic u la r is m . In  so m e  b ig  c itie s  in A m e r ic a , g o in g f r o m  one 

S t r e e t  in to  th e  n e x t  is lik e  c h a n g in g  tr ib e s. Y e t  th ere  is an  ever-in crea sin g  

u n iv e rs a lity  o f  sc ie n tific  s ig n ifie rs; p r o d u c tio n  b e co m e s m o re  vvorldvvide 

e v e r y  d a y ; e v e r y  a d v a n c e  in s c h o la r s h ip  is tak en  u p  b y  re s e a rc h e r s  every- 

vvhere; it is c o n c e iv a b le  th a t  th ere  m ig h t o n e  d a y  be a  s in g le  super- 

in fo r m a tio n -m a c h in e  th a t  c o u ld  b e  u sed  fo r h u n d re d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  ofdifFer- 

en t r e s e a r c h e r s .  In  t h e  s c ie n t if ic  fie ld , e v e r y t h i n g  to d a y  is s h a r e d ;  t h e  sam e is 

tru e  o f  lite ra tü r e , a r t  a n d  so  o n . H o vvever, th is d o es n o t m ea n  th a t vve are  not 

v vitn essin g  a  g e n e r a l d rav v in g  i n v v a r d s  in th e  fie ld , n o t o f  th e  re a l, b u t the 

im a g in a r y , a n d  th e  im a g in a r y  a t its m o st re g res s iv e . In  fa c t, the two 

p h e n o m e n a  a re  c o m p le m e n ta r y :  it is ju s t  vvhen th ere  is m o st u n iv e r s a lity  that 

vve feel the n e e d  to  re tu rn  as fa r as p o s s ib le  to  n a tio n a l a n d  regional 

d is t in c tn e s s . T h e  m o re  c a p ita lis m  follovvs its te n d e n c y  to ‘d e -c o d e ’ and 

‘d e - te r r ito r ia liz e ’ , the. m o re  d o e s  it seek  to  avvaken o r re-a\vaken  artifici-al 

te rr ito r ia lit ie s  a n d  re s id u a l e n co d in g s , th u s  m o v in g  to c o u n te r a c t  its ovvn 

te n d e n c y .

H ovv c a n  vve u n d e rs ta n d  th ese  g r o u p  fu n c tio n s  o f  the im a g in a r y , and  ali 

th e ir  v a r ia t io n s ?  H ovv c a n  vve g e t avvay fro m  th a t  p e rs is te n t c o u p le : m achinic 

u n iv e rs a lity  a n d  a r c h a ic  p a r t ic u la r ity ?  M y  d is t in c tio n  betvveen th e  tvvo types 

o f  g r o u p  is n o t a n  a b s o lu te  o n e . I s a y  th a t  th e  s u b je c t  g ro u p  is a r t ic u la te d  like 

a  la n g u a g e  a n d  lin k s  it s e lf  to  th e  su m  o f  h is to r ic a l d isc o u rse , vvhereas the 

d e p e n d e n t g r o u p  is s tru c tu r e d  a c c o r d in g  to  a  s p a tia l m o d e , a n d  has a



specifically im a g in a r y  m o d e  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n , th a t it is th e  m e d iu n ı o f  th e  

group p h an ta sies; in  r e a lity , h o vvever, w e  a re  d e a iin g  n o t so  m u c h  vvith tvvo 

sorts o f g ro u p , b u t tvvo fu n c tio n s , a n d  th e  tvvo m a y  e v e n  c o in c id e . A  p a ss iv e  

group can  s u d d e n ly  throvv u p  a  m o d e  o f  s u b je c tiv ity  th a t  d e v e lo p s  a  vvhole 

system o f  ten sio n s, a  vvhole in te r n a l d y n a m ic . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , a n y  su b je c t  

group vvill h av e  p h a s es  vvhen it g e ts  b o g g e d  dovvn a t  th e  le v e l o f  th e  im a g in a ry : 

then, i f  it is to a v o id  b e c o m in g  th e  p r iso n e r  o f  its  ovvn p h a n ta s ie s , its a c tiv e  

principle m u st be re c o v e re d  b y  vvay o f  a  s y ste m  o f  a n a ly t ic  in te rp re ta tio n . 

One m ight p e rh a p s  s a y  th a t  th e  d e p e n d e n t g r o u p  p e r m a n e n tly  re p res en ts  a 

potential su b -w h o le  o f  th e  s u b je c t  g r o u p ,11 a n d , as a c o u n te r p o in t  to  th e  

form ulations o f  L a c a n , o n e  m ig h t  a d d  th a t o n ly  a  p a r t ia l,  d e ta c h e d  in s t itu ­

tional ob ject can  p r o v id e  it  vvith a  b asis.

T ake tvvo o th er  e x a m p le s:

First, the p s y c h ia tr ic  h o s p ita l. T h is  is a  s tr u c tu r e  to ta lly  d e p e n d e n t on  th e  

various social sy ste m s th a t  s u p p o r t  it -  th e  S ta te , S o c ia l S e c u r ity  a n d  so  on . 

Group p h an tasies a re  b u ilt  u p  a ro u n d  fin a n c e , m e n ta l illn e ss , th e  p s y c h i-  

atrist, the n u rse, ete. I n  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  d e p a r tm e n t, hovvever, a  s e p a ra te  

objeetive m ay  be e s ta b lis h e d  th a t le a d s  to a  p r o fo u n d  re o rd e r in g  o f  th a t 

phantasizing. T h a t  o b je e tiv e  m ig h t  b e  a  th e r a p e u tic  c lu b . W e  m a y  s a y  th a t 

that club is the in s titu tio n a l o b je e tiv e  ( L a c a n ’s objet petit ‘a ’, a t th e  in s t itu t io n ­

al level) th at m ak es it  p o s s ib le  to  s ta r t  u p  a n  a n a ly t ic  p r o c e s s . C le a r ly  th e  

analytical s tru ctu re , th e  analyser, is n o t the th e r a p e u tic  c lu b  itse lf, b u t 

som ething d ep e n d e n t u p o n  th a t  in s titu tio n a l o b je e tiv e , vvhich  I h a v e  d e fin e d  

elsevvhere as an  in s titu tio n a l v a c u o le . I t  m ig h t, fo r e x a m p le , be a  g r o u p  o f  

nurses, p sy ch ia trists  o r p a tie n ts  th a t fo rm s th a t  a n a ly t ic a l, hollovv s tr u c tu r e  

where u n con sciou s p h e n o m e n a  ca n  be d e c ip h e r e d , a n d  vvhich fo r a  tim e 

brings a su b ject g r o u p  in to  b e in g  vvithin th e  m a s s iv e  s tru c tu re  o f  the 

psychiatric h o sp ita l.

Second, the C o m m u n is t  P a r ty . L ik e  its m ass  o r g a n iz a t io n s  (tra d e  u n io n s, 

youth o rg an izatio n s, vvo m en ’s o rg a n iz a t io n s , e te .)  th e  P a r ty  c a n  be vvholly 

m anipulated b y ali th e  s tru c tu r e s  o f  a  b o u rg e o is  S ta te , a n d  ca n  vvork as a 

factor for in teg ra tio n . I n  a  se n se  o n e  c a n  e v e n  s a y  th a t th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a 

modern, c a p ita list S ta te  n e ed s s u c h  o rg a n iz a t io n s  o f  vvorkers b y  vvorkers in 

order to reg u la te  the re la tio n s  o f  p r o d u c tio n . T h e  c r u s h in g  o f  vvorkers' 

organizations in S p a in  a fte r  193 6  c a u s e d  a  c o n s id e r a b le  d e la y  to the p ro g re ss  

İofSpanish c a p ita lism , vvh ereas th e  v a r io u s  vvays o f  in te g r a tin g  th e  vvorkin g 

*class prom oted in th o se  c o u n tr ie s  th a t h a d  p o p u la r  fro n ts in  193 6 , o r  n a tio n a l 

'İronts in 1945, e n a b le d  th e  S ta te  a n d  th e  v a r io u s  s o c ia l o r g a n iz a tio n s  

;introduced by the b o u rg e o is ie  to re a d ju s t , a n d  to p r o d u c e  nevv s tru c tu re s  a n d  

n̂evv relations o f  p r o d u c tio n  fa v o u r in g  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t

l  11. T h is  w o u ld  be a  vvay o u t  o f  R u sse lP s  p a ra d o x , a  w a y  o f  a v o id in g  re ify in g  it as a to s a ltz in g  

Şwhole.



e c o n o m y  as a vvhole (s a la ry  d iffe re n tia ls , vvages, b a r g a in in g  ö v e r  con d ition s, 

etc.J . T h u s  o n e  ca n  see  h o w , in a sen se , th e  s u b o r d in a te  in s titu tio n a l object 

th at the P a r ty  o r the C G T  (th e  C o m m u n is t  T r a d e  U n io n  F ederation ) 

re p re s e n ts  as fa r as th e  vvorkin g c la s s  a re  co n c e rn e d  h e lp s to keep  the 

c a p ita lis t  s t r u c tu re  in g o o d  re p a ir .

O n  the o th e r  h a n d  -  a n d  to  e x p la in  th is  c a lls  fo r a to p o lo g ic a l e x a m p le  of 

so m e  c o m p le x ity  -  th a t s a m e  p a s s iv e  in s titu tio n a l o b je c t, in d ire c t ly  control- 

led  b y  th e  b o u rg e o is ie , m a y  g iv e  rise  vvithin it s e lf  to th e  d e v e lo p m e n t of 

nevv p ro cesse s  o f  s u b je c tiv a tio n . T h is  is u n d o u b te d ly  the ca se  on  th e  sm allest 

s c a le , in the P a r ty  ce li a n d  th e  u n io n  c h a p e l. T h e  fa ct th at the vvo rk in g  class, 

o n c e  its r e v o lu t io n a r y  in stin c ts  h a v e  b een  a ro u s e d , p ers ists  in s tu d y in g  and 

g e t t in g  to knovv it s e lf  th ro u g h  th is  d e v e lo p m e n t  vvithin a  d e p e n d e n t group 

cre a te s  ten sio n s a n d  c o n tr a d ic tio n s  vvhich , th o u g h  n o t im m e d ia te lv  v is ib le  to 

o u ts id e rs  (n o t q u o te d  in th e  p ress o r the o ff ic ia l s ta te m e n ts  o f  th e  le a d e rs ) , stili 

p r o d u c e  a vvhole r a n g e  o ffr a g m e n te d  b u t rea l s u b je c tiv a tio n .

A  g r o u p  p h a n ta s y  is n o t th e  s a m e  as a n  in d iv id u a l p h a n ta s y , o r a n y  sum  of 

in d iv id u a l p h a n ta s ie s , o r th e  p h a n ta s y  o f  a  p a r t ic u la r  g r o u p .12 E v e r y  indi­

v id u a l p h a n ta s y  le a d s  b a c k  to th e  in d iv id u a l in h is d e s ir in g  s o litu d e . B u t it 

c a n  h a p p e n  th at a  p a r t ic u la r  p h a n ta s y , o r ig iııa t in g  vvithin an  in d iv id u a l or a 

p a r t ic u la r  g r o u p , b e c o m e s  a k in d  o f  c o lle c tiv e  c u r r e n c y ,13 p u t in to  circu lation  

a n d  p r o v id in g  a  b a s is  fo r  g r o u p  p h a n ta s iz in g . S im ila r lv , as F r e u d  pointed 

o u t, w e  p a ss  fro m  th e  o r d e r  o f  n e u r o tic  s tru c tu r e  to th e  s ta g e  o f  group 

fo m a tio n . T h e  g r o u p  m a y , fo r in sta n c e , o rg a n iz e  its p h a n ta s ie s  aro u n d  a 

le a d e r , a  su c c e s s fu l fig ü re , a d o c to r , o r so m e  su ch . T h a t  ch o se n  in d ivid u al 

p la y s  th e  ro le  o f  a  k in d  o f  s ig n ify in g  m irro r , u p o n  vvhich th e  collective 

p h a n ta s y -m a k in g  is re fr a c te d . I t  m a y  a p p e a r  th a t  a  p a r t ic u la r  b u reau cra tic  

o r  m a la d ju s te d  p e r s o n a lity  is vvorkin g  a g a in s t  th e  in te re sts  o f  th e  g r o u p , vvhen 

in fact b o th  h is p e r s o n a lity  a n d  h is a c tio n  a re  in te rp re te d  o n ly  in term s o f  the 

g ro u p . T h is  d ia le c t ic  c a n n o t  be co n fin e d  to the p la n e  o f  th e  im agin ary. 

I ııd e e d , the sp lit  betvveen  th e  totalitarian id e a l o f  the g r o u p  a n d  its various 

partıal p h a n ta s y  p ro c es se s  p r o d u c e s  c le a v a g e s  th a t m a y  p u t the g ro u p  in a 

p o s itio n  to  e s c a p e  fro m  its c o rp o riz e d  a n d  s p a t ia l iz in g  p h a n ta s y  rep resen ta­

tio n . I f  th e  p r o c e s s  th a t se e m s, a t th e  le v e l o f  th e  in d iv id u a l a u th o r ity , to be 

o v e r -d e te rm in e d  a n d  h e d g e d  in b y  th e  O e d ip u s  c o m p le x  is tra n s p o se d  to the 

le v e l o f  g r o u p  p h a n ta s iz in g , it a c tu a lly  in tro d u c e s  the p o s s ib ilitv  o f  a revolu­

tio n a r y  re -o rd e r in g . In  e ffe ct, id e n tif ic a tio n  vvith th e  p r e v a ilin g  im a g e s  o f  the 

g r o u p  is b y  n o m ea n s  a lvvays s ta tic , fo r th e  b a d g e  o f  m e m b e rs h ip  o ften  has 

lin k s  vvith n a r c is s is t ic  a n d  d e a th  in stin c ts  th at it is h ard  to d efin e . Do

12. T h is  is th e  d iffe re n c e  betvveen m y  id e a  o f  g r o u p  p h a n ta s y  a n d  B io n ’s  id ea  o f  th e  p h a n ta s y  o f  llu

g r o u p .

13. A n d , c o n v e r s e ly , is not th e  in d iv id u a l p h a n ta s y  th e in d iv id u a te d  sm a li c h a n g e  o f  collective 

p h a n ta s y  p ro d u c tio n ?



individual p h a n ta s ie s  ta k e  s h a p e  a n d  c h a n g e  in  th e  g r o u p , o r is it th e  o th e r  

vvay rourıd? O n e  c o u ld  e q u a lly  s a y  th a t th ey  a re  n o t fu n d a m e n ta lly  p a rt o f  

anything o u tsid e  th e  g r o u p , a n d  th a t  it is a sh e e r a c c id e n t  th a t th ey  h a v e  

fallen back on th at p a r t ic u la r  ‘ b o d y ’ -  an  a lie n a t in g  a n d  la u g h a b le  fic tio n , the 

justification o f  an  in d iv id u a l d r iv e n  in to  s o litu d e  a n d  a n x ie ty  p r e c is e ly  

because so ciety  m is u n d e rs ta n d s  a n d  re p resse s  the re a l b o d y  a n d  its d es ire . In  

either case, this e m b o d y in g  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l p h a n ta s y  u p o n  th e  g ro u p , o r th is 

latching on o f  th e  in d iv id u a l to  th e  g ro u p  p h a n ta s y , tra n s fe rs  o n to  the g r o u p  

thedam agin g effect o f  th o se  p a r t ia l o b je c ts  — objetpetit V - d e s c r i b e d  b y L a c a n  

as the oral o r a n a l o b je c t , the v o ic e , th e  lo o k  a n d  so  o n , g o v e rn e d  b y  the 

totality o f  the p h a llic  fu n c tio n , a n d  c o n s t itu t in g  a th re sh o ld  o f  e x is te n tia l 

reality that the su b je c t  c a n n o t cro ss. H o vvever, g r o u p  p h a n ta s iz in g  h a s  no 

‘safety ra il’ to c o m p a r e  vvith th o se  th a t  p r o te c t  th e  lib id in a l in s tin c tu a l 

system, and  has to d e p e n d  o n  te m p o r a r y  a n d  u n s ta b le  h o m e o s ta tic  e q u ilib -  

ria. VVords ca n n o t re a lly  se rv e  to  m e d ia te  its d es ire ; th ey  o p e r a te  o n  b e h a l f o f  

the lavv. G ro u p s o p t fo r th e  s ig n  a n d  th e  in s ig n ia  r a th e r  th a n  fo r th e  s ig n ifie r. 

The order o f  the sp o k en  vvord tip s ö v e r  in to  s lo g a n s . I f, as L a c a n  sa v s , th e  

representation o f  th e  s u b je c t  re su lts  from  o n e  s ig n if ie r  r e la tin g  to  a n o th e r , 

then gro up s u b je c tiv ity  is r e c o g n iz a b le  ra th e r  in  a  s p littin g , a Spaltung, th e  

detachm ent o f  a  su b -vvh o le  th a t  s u p p o s e d ly  re p res en ts  th e  le g it im a c y  a n d  

‘ totality’ o f  the g ro u p .

In other vvords, th is re m a in s  a  fu n d a m e n ta lly  p r e c a r io u s  p ro ces s . T h e  

tendency is to retu rn  to p h e n o m e n a  o f  im a g in a r y  e x p lo s io n  o r  p h a llic iz a t io n  

rather than to c o h e re n t d is c o u rs e . F ro m  th is p o in t  o f  vievv, a p a r t  fro m  d is- 

tinguishing betvveen in d iv id u a l a n d  g r o u p  p h a n ta s y , o n e  c a n  a lso  d is t in g u is h  

different orders o f  g r o u p  p h a n ta s y : o n  th e  o n e  h a n d , th e  b a s ic  p h a n ta s ie s  th a t 

depend on the s u b o r d in a te  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  g ro u p  a n d , on  th e  o th e r , the 

.transitional p h a n ta sie s  c o n n e c te d  vvith the in te rn a l p ro ces s  o f  s u b je c tiv a tio n  

'çorresponding to v a r io u s  r e o r g a n iz a tio n s  vvith in  the g ro u p . W e  a re  led  to 

fçiistinguish tvvo p o ssib le  ty p e s  o f  o b je ct: e s ta b lis h e d  in stitu tio n s , a n d  tra n - 

^şitional o b je c ts .14 YVith th e  first, th e  in stitu tio n  n e v e r  sets o u t to  fa ce  th e  

jnoblem o f  the in stitu tio n a l o b je c t , th o u g h  it is o b se sse d  b y  it; ju s t  as the c h u r c h  

Jıas its G od and  has no w ish  to c h a n g e  h im , so  a  d o m in a n t c la s s  h as povver a n d  

^oes not co n sid er vvhether it m ig h t n o t be b e tte r  to g iv e  th at povver to a n y o n e  

^lse! W ith  the seco n d , on  th e  o th e r  h a n d , a r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n t is a  g o o d  

ptam p le  o f so m e th in g  th a t  k ee p s a s k in g  vvh eth er it is r ig h t, vvh eth er it sh o u ld  

|)e totally tra n sfo rm in g  itse lf, c o r r e c tin g  its a im  a n d  so  on . O f  co u rse  a li th e  

|pstitutional o b jects  in a fix e d  s o c ie ty  c o n tin u e  to  e v o lv e  re g a rd le s s , b u t th eir  

^ o lu tio n  is not re c o g n iz e d . O n e  m y th  is re p la c e d  b y  a n o th e r , o n e  re lig io n  b y

14. T h e n o t io n o fa n  institutional object is c o m p le m e n ta r v  to th e ‘ p a rt  o b je c t ’ o fF r e u d ia n  th e o ry  a n d  

ihe ‘ transitional o b je c t ’ as o r ig in a lly  d e fin e d  b y  D . W . V V in n ico tt fcf. La Psychanalyse, 5, P resses  

|pniversitaires d e F r a n c e , 19 59 ).



a n o th e r , vvhich m a y  re su lt in a ru th le ss  vvar a n d  en d  in d e a d lo c k . W hen  a 

m o n e t a r y  o r  e c o n o m ic  s y ste m  c o lla p s e s , b a d  m o n e y  d riv e s  o u t g o o d , the gold 

S t a n d a r d  is r e p la c e d  b y  b a se  m e ta l, a n d  th e  e c o n o m y  is c o n v u ls e d . Sim ilarly 

vvhen a  m a r r ia g e  fa ils ; it vvas b a se d  on  a  c o n tr a c t  o f  a k in d  n o t fu n d am en ta lly  

d iffe re n t fro m  a  b a n k in g  c o n tr a c t, a n d  th ere  is  n o  sc o p e  fo r d e v e lo p m e n t. The 

c o n tr a c t  c a n  be c h a n g e d  b y d iv o r c e , b u t th at is o n ly  a le g a l p r o c e d u re  and 

d o e s  n o t  fu n d a m e n ta lly  so lv e  a n y th in g . in d e e d  th e  c h a in  is s n a p p e d  at its 

vveakest lin k: th e  c h ild r e n  a re  s p lit  in tvvo vvith ou t a n y  th o u g h t o f  conse- 

q u e n c e s  in th e  sp h e re  o f  th e  im a g in a r y . W h e n  a re v o lu t io n a r y  p a r ty  changes 

th eo r ie s , hovvever, th ere  is n o  lo g ic a l re a so n  vvhy it sh o u ld  le a d  to  a  tra g ed y , or 

a  re lig io u s  vvar: th e  re g im e n  o f  th e  vvord stili tries  to  re a d ju s t  the old 

f o r m u l a t i o n s  to b r in g  th em  in to  h a rm o n y  vvith th e  nevv.

T o  fo ster a n a ly s is  a n d  in te rv e n tio n  in g r o u p  p h a n ta s y  ( in c lu d in g  family 

g ro u p s )  vvould im p ly  a  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  p r e c is e ly  th ese  p h e n o m e n a  o f the 

im a g in a r y . T a k e  a n o th e r  e x a m p le : g e n e ra tio n s  o f  m in ers  h a v e  vvorked in a 

p a r t ic u ia r  m in e , a n d  it h as  b e c o m e  a k in d  o f  re lig io n  to  th em ; o n e  d a y , the 

te c h n o c r a ts  s u d d e n ly  re a liz e  th a t th e  c o a l th e y  p r o d u c e  is n o  lo n g e r  profit- 

a b le . T h is  o f  c o u rse  tak es n o  a c c o u n t  o f  the e ffect on  th e  m in ers: th ose o f a 

c e rta in  a g e  a re  to ld  th a t  th ey  a re  to  re tire  e a r ly , vvhile o th ers  a re  ofFered 

r e - tra in in g  sc h e m e s. S im ila r  th in g s  h a p p e n  in  A fr ic a , L a tin  A m e r ic a  and 

A s ia ,  w h e r e  p e o p le s  vvho h a v e  h a d  th e  sa m e  s o c ia l o rg a n iz a t io n  fo r thousands 

o f  y e a r s  a r e  s te a m ro lle r e d  o u t o f  e x is te n c e  b y  th e  in tru s io n  o f  a  capitalist 

sy ste m  in te re ste d  o n ly  in th e  m o st e ffic ien t vvavs o f  p r o d u c in g  cotton  or 

r u b b e r . T h e s e  a re  e x tr e m e  e x a m p le s , b u t th ey  are  the lo g ic a l ex te n sio n  of a 

m u lt itu d e  o f  s itu a tio n s  -  th o se  o f  c h ild re n , o f  w o m e n , o f  th e  m ad , of 

h o m o s e x u a ls , o f  b la c k s . In  d is r e g a r d in g  o r fa ilin g  to re c o g n iz e  su c h  problem s 

o f  g r o u p  p h a n ta s y , vve c re a te  d isa s te rs  vvhose u lt im a te  c o n s e q u e n c e s  m ay be 

im m e a s u r a b le .

A n a ly s in g  th e  in s titu tio n a l o b je c t m ea n s c h a n n e llin g  th e  a c tio n  o f the. 

im a g in a t io n  betvveen  o n e  s tr u c tu r e  a n d  a n o th e r; it is n o t u n lik e  vvhat happens 

to  a n  a n im a l in  th e  m o u ltin g  se a so n . T o  m o v e  fro m  o n e  rep resen ta tio n  of 

o n e s e lf  to a n o th e r , th o u g h  it m a y  in v o lv e  crises , at le a st re ta in s  continuity-, 

W h e n  a n  a n im a l lo ses  its c o a t  it re m a in s  itse lf, b u t in th e  so c ia l order, 

r e m o v in g  th e  c o a t  s h a tte rs  th e  vvorld o f  th e  im a g in a r y  a n d  annihilates 

g e n e ra tio n s . VVhen th e  g r o u p  is sp lit  u p , vvhen it d oes not knovv th e  sco p e  ofits 

p h a n ta s ie s  a n d  h a s  n o  c o n tro l o f  th em , it d e v e lo p s  a  k in d  o f  sch izoph ren ic’ 

a c tio n  vvithin itse lf: th e  p h a n ta s y  m e c h a n is m s o f  id e n tif ic a tio n , a n d  o fth e  self,? 

o p e ra te  a li th e  m o re  fr e e ly  a n d  in d e p e n d e n tly  as th e  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  vvord asa;l 

c o lle c t iv e  u tte r a n c e  is re p la c e d  b y  a  s tr u c tu r a l fo rm a tio n  o f  non-subjective1 

u tte r a n c e s . VVhile th e  g ro u p  d is c o u rs e s  in a  v a c u u m  a b o u t  its a im s andi 

p u rp o s e s , id e n tif ic a tio n s  h a v e  the sa m e  k in d  o f f r e e r e in a s  th ey  vvould  have in i 

a s c h iz o p h r e n ic  vvhose sp e e c h  is d is c o n n e c te d  fro m  b o d ily  representation,/



and vıhose p h a n ta sy  vvorld, free d  fro m  re a lity , c a n  o p e ra te  on  its o w n  to a 

point o f h a llu c in a tio n  a n d  d e lu s io n . A  g ro u p  w ill en d  u p  b y  h a llu c in a t in g  

vvith its p h an ta sies in ju s t  th e  s a m e  vvay. I f  it is to in te r p re t  th em , it vvill h a v e  

toresort to ir r a tio n a l a c ts , w ild  g e s tu re s , s u ic id a l b e h a v io u r , p la y - a c t in g  o f  ali 

kinds, until th ose p h a n ta s ie s  c a n  fin d  so m e m ea n s  o f  b e c o m in g  p r e s e n t to 

themselves and  m a n ife s tin g  th e m se lv e s  in th e  o rd e r  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n .

I said earlier th at th e  u n c o n s c io u s  is in d ire c t  c o n ta c t  vvith h is to ry . B u t o n ly  

on certain co n d itio n s. T h e  fu n d a m e n ta l p ro b le m  in  in s titu tio n a l a n a ly s is  ca n  

beexpressed lik e  this: is it a b s ü r d  to th in k  th a t so c ia l g ro u p s  c a n  o v e rc o m e  the 

contradiction betvveen a  p ro c e s s  o f  produetion th a t re in fo rc es  th e  m e c h a n is m s 

of group a lien atio n , a n d  a p r o c e s s  o f  bringing to light th e  c o n s c io u s  s u b je c t  th at 

knovvs and the u n c o n sc io u s  s u b je c t, th is la t te r  b e in g  a p ro ces s  th a t g r a d u a lly  

dispels m ore and  m o re  o f  th e  p h a n ta s ie s  th a t c a u s e  p e o p le  to tu rn  to  G o d , to 

Science or to a n y  o th er  s u p p o s e d  s o u rc e  o f  kn o vvledg e? In  o th e r  vvords, ca n  the 

group at on ce  p u rsu e  its  e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c ia l o b je e tiv e s  vvhile a llovvin g 

individuals to m a in ta in  th e ir  ovvn a cces s  to d e s ire  a n d  so m e u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  

their ovvn d estin y? O r , b e tte r  stili: ca n  the g r o u p  fa ce  the p ro b le m  o f  its ovvn 

death? C a n  a g ro u p  vvith a  h is to r ic  m issio n  e n v is a g e  the en d  o f  th a t m issio n  -  

can the S tate e n v isa g e  th e  vvith erin g  avvay o f  th e  S ta te ?  C a n  re v o lu t io n a r y  

parties en visage  the en d  o f  th e ir  s o -c a lle d  m issio n  to  lea d  th e  m asses?

This leads m e to stress th e  d is t in c tio n  betvveen  g r o u p  p h a n ta s y  as it re la te s  

to dependent g ro u p s, a n d  th e  tr a n s it io n a l p h a n ta s y  o f  in d e p e n d e n t su b je c t  

groups. T h e re  is a k in d  o f  p h a n ta s iz in g  th at a p p e a r s  in s ta tic  so c ie tie s  in the 

form o f m yths, an d  in  b u r e a u c r a t iz e d  so c ie tie s  in th e  fo rm  o f  ro les, vvhich 

produces the m ost vvo n d erfu l n a r ra tiv e s :  ‘W h e n  I ’ m  tvven ty-five  I ’ ll b e  an  

bfficer; then a co lo n el a n d  la te r  on  a  g e n e ra l; I ’ ll g e t  a  m e d a l vvhen I retire; 

then İTİ d i e . . .’ B u t  g ro u p  p h a n ta s iz in g  is so m e th in g  m o re  th an  th is, b e c a u s e  

it ineludes an a d d itio n a l re fe re n c e  p o in t th a t is n o t c e n tre d  o n  a  p a r t ic u la r  

object, o r o n  the in d iv id u a l’s p a r t ic u la r  p la c e  in th e  so c ia l sca le : T  ve  b een  in 

tbe French arm y  for a  lo n g  tim e; th e  F re n c h  a rm y  h as  alvvays e x is ted , it is 

etem al, so i f  I keep  m y p la c e  in  th e  h ie r a r c h y , I too  sh a ll h a v e  so m e th in g  o f  

öle eternal. T h is  m ak es life e a s ie r  vvhen I ’ m fr ig h te n e d  o f  d y in g , o r vvhen m y 

ivife calls m e a fool. A fte r  a li, I am a  re g im e n ta l s e rg e a n t m a jö r ! ’ T h e  

institutional o b ject u n d e r ly in g  th e  p h a n ta s y  o f  m ilita r y  ra n k  ( T ’ m not 

nobody’ ) serves to u n fu rl a  ra n g e  o f  re fe re n ce s  o f  a  h o m o s e x u a l n a tu re  th at 

'des society  vvith a  b lin d  a n d  r e la t iv e ly  h o m o g e n e o u s  b o d y  o f  p e o p le  vvho

k from  an y  s e lf-q u e s tio n in g  a b o u t  life  a n d  d e a th , a n d  vvho are  r e a d y  to 

j&force any rep ressio n , to  to rtu re , to  b o m b a rd  c iv ilia n  p o p u la tio n s  vvith 

napalm and so on. T h e  c o n tin u a tio n  in tim e o f  th e  in stitu tio n  a t th e  le v e l o f  

Shantasy is thus a  k in d  o f  im p lic it  s u p p o rt  fo r the d e n ia l o f  th e  r e a lity  o f  d e a th  

i t  the in d ivid u al le v e l. T h e  c a p ita lis t  c o n tr o ll in g  se v e r a l tru sts  a lso  dravvs 

(jıpport from  this ‘sen se  o f e t e r n it y ’ . In  h is p o s itio n  at th e  to p  o f  the h ie r a r c h y ,



h e fu lfils  a  k in d  o f  p r ie s t ly  fu n c tio n  for th o se  b e lo w , r itu a liz in g  e te rn ity  and 

c o n ju r in g  a w a y  d e a th . H e  is th e  se rv a n t o f G o d / C a p ita l .  F a c e d  w ith  p a in  and 

a fra id  o f  d e s ire , th e  in d iv id u a l c lin g s  to h is jo b ,  h is ro le  in the fa m ily  and  the 

o th e r  fu n c tio n s  th a t p r o v id e  a lie n a t in g  p h a n ta s y  s u p p o rts . In  th e  dependent 

g r o u p , p h a n ta s y  m a sk s  th e  C en tral tru th s  o fe x is te n c e , b u t n o n e  the less, via 

th e  d ia le c t ic  o f  s ig n ifıe rs , p a rt o b je c ts , a n d  th e  w a y  th ese  in te rse c t vvith the 

s e q u e n c e s  o f  h is to r y , it k ee p s in b e in g  th e  p o s s ib ility  o f  a n  e m e rg e n c e  o f  the 

tru th .

Y V ould a g r o u p  w h o s e  p h a n ta s y  fu n c tio n s  w e re  vvorkin g vvell p ro d u ce  the 

tra n s it io n a l p h a n ta s ie s  o f  a  s u b je c t  g ro u p ?  A t  L a  B o rd e , fo r in s ta n c e , vvhen a 

g r o u p  feels th a t it is g e tt in g  som evvhere, th a t  it is a c h ie v in g  so m e th in g , the 

m o st th a n k le ss  tasks ta k e  on  a q u ite  d iffe re n t m e a n in g , e ven  su c h  tedio usjo bs 

a s ta k in g  u p  p a v in g  sto n e s  o r  vvorkin g  o n  a n  a s s e m b ly - lin e . A t  such  a 

m o m e n t, p e o p le ’s p o s itio n s  in  re la tio n  to  o n e  a n o th e r , th e ir  individual 

c h a ra c te r is t ic s , th e ir  p e c u lia r  s ty le , th e ir  vvay o fs p e a k in g  a n d  so  on , a li take 

on  a nevv m e a n in g ; y o u  fee l th a t y o u  k n o w  p e o p le  b e tte r  a n d  tak e  more 

in te re st in  th em . I n  a p s y c h ia tr ic  vvard vvhere an  a n a ly t ic  p ro ces s  a im in g  to 

p r o d u c e  s u c h  a n  e ffe ct is s u c c e s s fu lly  e s ta b lis h e d  -  th o u g h  it n e v e r  survives 

for İo n g  -  e v e r y th in g  in h ib it in g  o r th r e a te n in g  in  th e  d iffe re n tia tio n  o f  roles 

c a n  b e  d o n e  avvay vvith: e v e r y o n e  b e c o m e s  ‘o n e  o f  u s ’ th o u g h  th a t in clu d es the 

vvhole p a r t ic u la r is t  fo lk -m e m o ry  th a t th a t  p h ra se  im p lie s . A b s ü r d  though 

s u c h  fo lk lo r ism  m a y  se e m , it d o e s  n o t p r e v e n t th e  ‘sen se  o f  b e lo n g in g ’ from 

b e in g  e ffe c tiv e . I t  is a  fa c t th a t  i f a  b o y  is to  le a rn  to  re a d  o r  to  sto p  vvettinghis 

tro u se rs , h e m u st b e  r e c o g n iz e d  as b e in g  ‘a t h o m e ’ , b e in g  ‘o n e  o f  u s ’ . Ifh e  

c ro sse s  th a t th re sh o ld  a n d  b e c o m e s  r e -te r r ito r ia liz e d , h is p r o b le m s  are no 

lo n g e r  p o s e d  in te rm s o f  p h a n ta s y ; h e b e c o m e s  h im s e lf  a g a in  in  th e  g ro u p , and 

m a n a g e s  to rid  h im s e lf  o f  th e  q u e s tio n  th a t h a d  h a u n te d  h im : ‘W h e n  shall I 

g e t to  b e  there, to  b e  p a rt  o f  that, to b e  “ o n e  o f  th e m ” ?’ A s  İong as h e fails in 

th a t, h is c o m p u ls iv e  p u rs u it  o f  th a t g o a l p r e v e n ts  h is d o in g  a n y th in g  else at 

a li.
T h is  g e tt in g  to the lim its  o f  th e  im a g in a tio n  seem s to m e to  be the 

fu n d a m e n ta l p r o b le m  o f  s e tt in g  u p  a n y  m a n a g e m e n t b o d y  th a t  is n o t to be 

te c h n o c r a t ic , a n y  m ass  p a r t ic ip a t io n  b o d y  fo r v vh atev er p u rp o s e  th a t is not to 

b e  u n h e a lth ily  r a t io n a lis t. I t  is n o t a  m a tte r  o f  a n  in d e p e n d e n t catego ry: if 

th ese  p h a n ta s iz in g  fo r m a tio n s  a re  n o t e x p lo re d  a n a ly t ic a lly , th e y  o p erate  as 

d e a th -d e a lin g  im p u ls e s . F ro m  the p o in t vvhen I set o u t to  e n jo y  m y  mem- 

b e rs h ip  o f  th e  B ovvls C lu b ,  I ca n  s a y  th a t  I a m  d e a d , in th e  se n se  o f  th e  death 

in h e r e n t in  the e te rn ity  o f  Bovvls C lu b s . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , i f a  g r o u p  lets me 

s h o r t-c ir c u it  its a c tio n  vvith a  p r o b le m a tic  th a t is o p e n  to  re v o lu tio n , even if 

th a t g r o u p  a ssu re s  m e th a t  re v o lu tio n  vvill c e r ta in ly  n o t s a v e  m y life, or 

p r o v id e  a n y  so lu tio n  to c e r ta in  so rts  o f  p r o b le m , b u t th at its ro le  is, in a  sense, 

p r e c is e ly  to p r e v e n t m y  b e in g  in  to o  m u c h  o f  a  h u r ry  to  ru n  avvay from  that



problem atic, th en , m o st a s s u re d ly , th e  tra n s it io n a l p h a n ta s y  fo rm a tio n s  o f  

|hat group vvill e n a b le  m e to m a k e  p ro g re ss.

The d em an d  for re v o lu tio n  is n o t e s s e n tia lly  o r e x c lu s iv e ly  a t th e  le v e l o f  

consumer goods; it is d ire c te d  e q u a lly  to ta k in g  a c c o u n t  o f  d e s ire . R e v o lu t io n ­

ary theory, to th e  e x te n t th a t  it k eep s its d e m a n d s  so le ly  at th e  le v e l o f  

increasing p e o p le ’s m ea n s o f  c o n s u m p tio n , in d ir e c tly  re in fo rces  a n  a tt itu d e  o f  

"bassivity on the p a r t  o f  the vvorkin g  c la ss . A  c o m m u n is t  s o c ie ty  m u st be 

flesigned not vvith re fe re n ce  to c o n s u m p tio n , b u t to th e  d es ire  a n d  th e  g o a ls  o f  

înankind. T h e  p h ilo so p h ic  r a tio n a lis m  th a t d o m in a te s  a li th e  e x p re ssio n s o f  

$he vvorkers’ m o ve m e n t lik e  a  su p e r-e g o  fo sters th e  re s u rg e n c e  o f  the o ld  

jnyths o f p a ra d ise  in  a n o th e r  vvorld, a n d  th e  p r o m ise  o f  a  n a r c is s is t ic  fu sio n  

^vith the abso lu te . C o m m u n is t  p a rtie s  a re  b y  vvay o f  h a v in g  s c ie n tific  ‘knovvl- 

’edge’ o f hovv to cre a te  a  form  o f  o rg a n iz a t io n  th a t vvould  s a tis fy  th e  b a s ic  n eed s 

ö f  ali in d ivid u als. W h a t  a f a ls e  c la im ! T h e r e  c a n  be so c ia l p la n n in g  in  te rm s o f  

prganizing p ro d u ctio n  -  th o u g h  th ere  stili re m a in  a lo t o f  u n an svvered  

iquestions -  but it c a n n o t c la im  to  be a b le  to g iv e  apriori ansvvers in term s o f  the 

idesire objectives o f  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  s u b je c t  g ro u p s.

A li o f vvhich is ju s t  to s a y  y e t  a g a in  th a t the vvays to  tru th  a re , a n d  vvill 

îontinue to be, an in d iv id u a l m a tte r . I re a liz e  th a t vvhat I a m  s a y in g  h ere  ca n  

J&e interpreted as an  a p p e a l to  ‘ re sp e c t h u m a n  v a lu e s ’ a n d  o th e r  n o n se n se  o f  

îhat kind. S u ch  in te rp re ta tio n s  a re  c o n v e n ie n t, b e c a u s e  th ey  s p a re  on e the 

iıecessity o f seekin g  fu rth e r  for a n  ansvver to the p r o b le m . I c a n  h e a r  so m e

Kple sayin g, ‘T h e r e ’ s a  m a n  vvho h a s n ’ t g o t  ö v e r  his e x p e r ie n c e  o f  the 

nm unist P a rty  an d  o f  th e  g r o u p u s c u le s 15 h e ’s b een  in . B u t  a li he h ad  to do 

Svas stop g o in g !’ B ra v in g  r id ic u le , h ovvever, I p e rs ist  in d e c la r in g  th a t vvhat is 

M  issue is q u ite  d ifferen t. It is, first o f  a li, a t  th e  c o re  o f  th e  re v o lu tio n a r y  

İtruggles th em selves -  n o t th e  vvar o f  vvords, b u t the re a l s tr u g g le  b e in g  vvaged 

By guerrillas and  o th ers . E ith e r  vve fa il in to  p o s t-S ta lin is t  th in k in g  a n d  co m e  

Jpgrief, or vve find a n o th e r  vvay a n d  s u rv iv e .

There are a lot o f  o th e r  th in g s  to o  -  fa r  m o re  se rio u s  th a n  vvo n d erin g  

Bhether one can  vvork o u t so m e  co m p ro m is e  betvveen th e  b u r e a u c r a t  o f  the 

Department and  d esire . E ith e r  th e  re v o lu tio n a ry ' vvo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t a n d  the 

masses vvill reco v er th eir  s p e e c h  v ia  collective agents o f  utterance th a t vvill 

Sîıarantee th at th ey are  n o t c a u g h t  u p  a g a in  in a n ti-p ro d u c tio n  re la tio n s  (as 

B r  as a vvork o f  a n a ly sis  ca n  b e  a g u a r a n te e ) , o r  m a tte rs  vvill g o  fro m  b a d  to 

fcorse. It is ob vio u s th at th e  b o u rg e o is ie  o f  p resen  t-d a y  n e o -c a p ita lis m  a re  n o t 

in eo -b o u rg eo isie  a n d  are  n o t g o in g  to  b e c o m e  one: th ey  a re  u n d o u b te d ly  the 

Kupidest th at h isto ry  h as e v e r  p r o d u c e d . T h e y  vvill n o t fin d  a n  e ffe ctiv e  vvay 

[Rlt. T h e y  w ill keep try in g  to c o b b le  th in g s  to g e th er , b u t a lvvays to o  Iate  a n d

■15.‘G ro u p u scu le s ’ d e s ig n a te  th e e n s e m b le  o f  ii tt le  g ro u p s  fo u n d  o n  th e left o f  the F ren c h  

Eom m unist P arty  in the p erio d  le a d in g  u p  to 1968, a p e jo r a tiv e  c o n n o ta tio n  o f  th e  P a r ty  

Btablish m ent but later a ssu m e d  b y  th e g r o u p s  th e m se lv e s .



ir r e le v a n t ly , as w ith  al) th e ir  g re a t p r o je c ts  to  h e lp  w h a t th e ir  e x p e rts  covly 

d e s c r ib e  as th e  ‘d e v e lo p in g  c o u n tr ie s ’ .

It is q u ite  s im p le , th en . U n le s s  th ere  is so m e  d r a s tic  c h a n g e , th ings are 

u n d o u b te d ly  g o in g  to  g o  v e r y  b a d ly  in d e e d , a n d  in p r o p o rtio n  a s  th e  cracks 

a re  a  th o u s a n d  tim e s d e e p e r  th a n  th o se  th a t  r id d le d  the s tr u c tu re  b efo re  1939, 

w e  s h a ll h a v e  to  u n d e rg o  fa sc ism s a  th o u s a n d  tim e s  m o re  fr ig h tfu l.



Anti-Psychiatry and Anti-Psychoanalysis1

|jean-j a c q u e s  B R O C H iE R :  H o w  d id  y o u  p e rs o n a lly  g e t  in v o lv e d  in vvhat vve 

m̂ay cali ‘ the a n t i- p s y c h ia tr y  b u s in e s s ’ ?
i

g u a t t a r i : W e ll, first o f  a li, B a s a g lia  a n d  J e r v is  c a m e  to L a  B o rd e  in 

.'65 or ’66, a n d  h a d  so m e  a rtic le s  p u b lis h e d  in  th e  revievv Recherches. T h e n  

there arose n o t so  m u c h  a difF eren ce o f id e a s  as a  d iffe re n c e  o fs ty le .  T h e y  vvere 

[not rem otely in te re ste d  in  o u r  e x p e r im e n ts  to  re fo rm  in s titu tio n a l 

.psychotherapy. T h e  s itu a t io n  in  l t a ly  vvas a lr e a d y  q u ite  d iffe re n t, a n d  th e ir  

İdeas vvere fa r  m o re  re v o lu t io n a r y . T h e n  th ere  vvas th e  E n g lis h  s tra in , vvith 

İ-aing and C o o p e r , vvho vvere a ls o  p u b lis h e d  in  Recherches. T h e y  c a m e  to  s tu d y  

,days o rg an ized  b y M a u d  M a n n o n i a n d  Recherches o n  th e  th em e  o f ‘a lie n a te d  

jiü ldhood’ . T h e ir  b re ak -av va y  fro m  o r d in a r y  in s titu tio n s  h a d  v e r y  lit t le  in 

p m m o n  eith er vvith o u rs  a t L a  B o r d e , o r vvith M a u d  M a n n o n i o r vvith L a c a n . 

jLateron, these d iffe re n ce s  o f s ty le  c a m e  to  re v e a l m o re  p ro fo u n d  d iv e rg e n c e s . 

|m y s e lfh a v e  a lso  c h a n g e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l s in c e  th at p e rio d .

J.-J. B.: J u st vvhat is a n t i-p s y c h ia tr y ?

I.G.: P rim arily  a  lite r a r y  p h e n o m e n o n , ta k e n  u p  b y  th e  m ass m ed ia . It 

developed from  th ose tvvo c e n tre s  in E n g la n d  a n d  l t a ly ,  b u t its a p p e a r a n c e  

;revealed the fa ct th a t th ere  vvas c o n s id e r a b le  p u b lic  in te re st in su c h  p r o b le m s, 

İn the co n text o f  the ‘ nevv c u ltu r e ’ th a t vvas c o m in g  in to  e x is te n c e . B u t it m u st 

.be adm itted  th at, u p  to novv, a li th a t h as  b een  vvritten , o r  sa id , o r  d o n e  in 

jfrance has in vo lved  o n ly  a  fevv n u rse s  vvho vvere u n h a p p y  vvith th e  e x is t in g  

gituation and  a fevv d o z e n  p sy c h ia tr is ts :  th e  re a l in te re st in  a n t i-p s y c h ia tr y  

{has been a m o n g the g e n e r a l p u b lic .

i T o d ay, on e o f  th e  ‘in v e n to r s ’ o f  a n t i-p s y c h ia tr y , L a in g , is n o  lo n g e r  

jŞonnected vvith it; h e s a y s  h e h as  n e v e r  u se d  th e  te rm . B a s a g lia  b e lie v e s  it is a 

pıystification th at m u st b e  e x p o s e d . M ea n vv h ile , in  F ra n c e , it h as  b e co m e  

pomething o f  a  lite ra ry  a n d  c in e m a tic  g e n re . P e o p le  e a rn  a  lo t o f  m o n e y  

bublish ing little  b ooks vvith tit le s  lik e  ‘N e v e r  A g a in  VVill I B e  a P s y c h ia tr is t ’ , 

p e v e r  A g a in  W ill I B e  a  N u r s e ’ , ‘ N e v e r  A g a in  W ill  I B e  M a d ’ . G r o u p u s c u le s  

la v e  form ed in its vvake, lik e  P o u lid o r .

|  ı .  Som e view s e lic ite d  b y je a n - ja c q u e s  B r o c h ie r a n d  p u b lis h e d  in  Le M agazine U tln a ire , a  s p e c ia l 

BU m ber entitled ‘ L e  M o u v e m e n t  d e s  id e e s  d e  M a i  19 6 8 ’ , M a y  19 76 .



B u t w h a t  h as  re a lly  b e en  im p o rta n t  is th e  vvay a n t i-p s y c h ia tr y  h as m a rk e d  

a b e g in n in g  o f  a w a r e n e s s , n o t o n ly  in  th e  g e n e ra l p u b lic , b u t e v e n  a m o n g  

p r o fe ss io n a l ‘ m e n ta l h e a lth  vvo rk ers’ . In  m y  vievv, the d is c o v e r y  o f  th e  lin k  

betvveen  p s y c h ia tr ic  re p r e s s io n  a n d  o th e r  fo rm s o f  rep res sio n  h as b een  

e n o r m o u s ly  s ig n if ic a n t, a n d  w e  a re  fa r  from  h a v in g  fe k  a li its re p e rc u ss io n s  

y e t.

H o w e v e r , th a t  a vvaren ess h a s  b een  p a rtly  v it ia te d  b y  c e rta in  sc h o o ls  o f  

p s y c h o a n a ly s is  vvho fo u n d  it a  g o o d  e x c u s e  to  k n o ck  p s y c h ia tr y  -  le a v in g  it to 

be u n d e rs to o d  th a t vve, vvith o u r  lit t le  c o u c h e s , cu re  p e o p le  vvith ou t la y in g  a 

h a ııd  on  [h em , vvith out e v e r  h u r t in g  a n y b o d y .

j.- j.B .: A n t i- p s y c h ia tr y  c a n  b e  c o n n e c te d  vvith M a y  ’68, in  the sen se  th a t  M a y  

’ 68 vvas e s s e n tia lly  an  a tta c k  on  in s titu tio n s . M e n ta l h o s p ita ls , lik e  p r iso n s, 

vvere in s titu tio n s  fo r k e e p in g  p e o p le  lo c k e d  u p  -  in stitu tio n s  vvhich , th o u g h  

u s u a lly  in  th e  m id d le  o f  a  tovvn, p e o p le  lite r a lly  d id  not see.

f . c .: D o u b ts  a b o u t p r iso n s  a n d  m e n ta l h o s p ita ls  vvere stili v e r y  u n c e r ta in  in 

1968. I re m e m b e r  a t  th e  t im e  h a v in g  v e r y  liv e lv  d is c u ss io n s  vvith fr ien d s  lik e  

A la in  G e is m a r  o r  S e rg e  J  u ly ; vve tried  to see  th e  m ilita n ts  b e in g  re p res se d  th en  

as on  th e  sa m e  le v e l as e v e r y o n e  e lse  vvho vvas s u fT e r in g -  the p o o r, c r im in a ls  in 

g a o l, the K a t a n g a is , ‘  p s y c h ia tr ic  p a tie n ts . Y e t  e ven  th e  fo rm e r 22 M a r c h  

sp o n ta n e is ts  vvho vvere jo in in g  u p  vvith th e  M a o is ts  vvere s a y in g , ‘ P o lit ic a l 

p r iso n e rs , y e s , a n d  c o m m o n  la w  p r iso n e rs , o f  c o u rse  -  b u t n o t d r u g  a d d ic ts ! 

D r u g  a d d ic ts  m u st b e  d e n o u n c e d , th e y ’re  d a n g e r o u s , th ey  ca n  be m a n ip u -  

ia te d  b y  the p o l iç e , ’ a n d  so  on . W h e ıı  vve tried  to ta lk  a b o u t  so -c a lle d  p o lit ic a l 

q u e s tio n s  in th e  sa m e  b re a th  as th e  p r o b le m s  o f  m a d n e ss , vve vvere th o u g h t to 

be e c c e n tr ic  i f  n o t p o s itiv e ly  d a n g e r o u s . N o vv ad a y s  th a t su rp r ise s  no o n e . B u t 

it vvas so m e  tim e a fte r ’ 68 th a t  vve re a c h e d  th is p o in t, vvith the se tt in g  u p  o f  th e  

G I P '5 a n d  o th e r  a c tiv it ie s  o f  th a t  k in d . D u r in g  th e  e v e n ts  o f ’68 th ere  was a lo t 

o f  u p h e a v a l in  p s y c h ia tr ic  c irc le s  -  b u t th e  u n iv e rs itie s  a n d  th e  e m p lo y e rs  

so o n  d e a lt  w ith  th at: th e y  set u p  th a t m o v e m e n t o f  vvhat th ey  c a lle d  ‘ c o lle g e s  

o f  p s y c h ia t r y ’ . T h e  G I A , 4 ‘G a r d e - F o u ’ , ‘L e s  C a h ie r s  p o u r  la  F o lie ’ , a n d  th e  

rest a li c a m e  on  th e  sc e n e  m u c h  la te r , m o re  o r less in th e  vvake o f  vvhat 

F o u c a u lt  a n d  D e le u z e  vvere d o in g  in re la tio n  to  p r iso n s. M e m o r y  c a n  p la y  

fu n n y  trick s! M a y  ’68 m a y  vvell h a v e  lib e ra te d  a li so rts  o f  re v o lu t io n a r y  

a tt itu d e s , b u t p e o p le ’s m in d s  vvere stili fu ll o f  th e  b a d  o ld  id e a s, a n d  it took  

s o m e  tim e  to  o p e n  th e m  u p  o n  p ro b le m s  lik e  m a d n e ss , h o m o s e x u a lity , d ru g  

a d d ic t io n , d e lin q u e n c y , p r o s titu tio n , vvo m en ’s lib e r a tio n  a n d  so on.

2. T h e  ‘ K a t a n g a is ’ w a s  th e n ic k n a m e  g iv e n  to th e g a n g s  o f  to u g h s  vvho vvent in to  th e  S o rb o n n e  

d u r in g  th e s tu d e n t  o c c u p a tio n  a n d  b e a t u p  th e s tu d e n ts  a n d  v a n d a liz e d  th e b u ild in g s . T h e  n a m e  

co m e s  fro m  th e K a ta n g a n  re b e ls  o f  th e  C o n g o ie s e  vvar.

3. G r o u p  for In fo r m a tio n  a b o u t  P riso n s .

4. G r o u p  fo r In fo r m a tio n  a b o u t  M e n t a l  H o s p ita ls .



j .-j .b .: VVhat d o  y o u  feel a b o u t  in s titu tio n a l p s y c h ia tr y  to d a y ?

f .g .: V V on d erfu l! I t ’s b e g in n in g  to  c o lla p s e . A t  a li le v e ls . P h y s ic a lly , to  s ta rt  

w ith : a lm o s t  h a lf  o f  o u r  p s y c h ia tr ic  h o s p ita ls  a re  \vo rkin g  at less th an  h a l f  o f  

th e ir  fu ll c a p a c ity . S o m e  h o s p ita ls  th a t co st m illio n s  to  b u ild  a re  a lm o st e m p ty  

( M u r e a u x  fo r in s ta n c e ) , vvhich  is p a r t ly  vvhy th e  co st p e r  d a v  o f  p u b lic  

h o s p ita liz a t io n  fo r th e  m e n ta lly  ili h as  risen  so a s tr o n o m ic a lly . I t  is  a lso  

c o ila p s in g  in p e o p le ’s m in d s  -  n o  o n e  b e lie v e s  in it a n y  m ore! T h e  p o lic y  o f  

c o m m u n ity  m en ta ! c a r e  (b r e a k in g  dovvn the p s y c h ia tr ic  in stitu tio n  in to  sm a ll 

u n its , e a c h  c a te r in g  fo r a n  a r e a  w ith  a n  a v e r a g e  p o p u la tio n  o f  60,000) h a s  at 

b est a c h ie v e d  n o th in g , a n d  a t  vvorst re su lte d  in a n  in to ie ra b ie  p o p u la tio n  

s u r v e illa n c e . T h is  is s p e c ia lly  tru e  o f  c h ild  p s y c h ia tr y .

j .-j .b .: B u t  w h y  a re  th e  h o s p ita ls  e m p ty ?

F.G.: I t ’s a  c o m p le x  p h e n o m e n o n , vvith a  n u m b e r  o fc a u s e s . I c a n  te li y o u  vvhat 

th ey  a re  -  in  n o s p e c ia l o r d e r  o f  im p o r ta n c e . F irs t, la c k  o f  c o n fid e n c e  -  the 

re s u lt, a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s , o f  th e  m a ss  m e d ia ’ s c o v e ra g e  o f  a n t i-p s y c h ia tr y . 

T h e n , p e r h a p s  p a r t ly  as a  re s u lt  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity  p o lic y , a lo t is novv d o n e  

o u ts id e  h o s p ita l. B u t  I a lso  th in k  th a t  the m a s s iv e  u se  o f  tr a n q u illiz e rs  h as 

p la y e d  a  s ig n if ic a n t  ro le . T h e y  a re  p lu g g e d  not o n ly  b y  p s v c h ia tr is ts , b u t  b y  

g e n e ra l p r a c tit io n e rs  a n d  e v e n  th e  m o re  o r less s p e c ia liz e d  jo u r n a ls ;  b efo re  an  

in fa n t h a s  tim e  to  g iv e  its  first c r y , it  is g iv e n  a  s e d a t iv e  to  m a k e  it sh u t u p  a n d  

go to s le e p . H e n c e  th e  d im in u tio n , e v e n  in  so m e  ca se s  th e  d is a p p e a r a n c e , o f  

som e o f  th e  s y m p to m s  o f  s o c ia l b reak d o vvn  th at u sed  to la n d  p e o p le  u p  a t the 

p s y c h ia tr is t ’s o r  in the h o s p ita l. S in c e  a b o u t  19 5 5 , c h e m o -th e r a p y  h a s  b een  

used to p u t  a n  e n d  to vvhat vvas c a lle d  h y p e r a c tiv ity  in  p s y c h ia tr ic  h o s p ita ls . It 

kep t o u t  o f  h o s p ita l n u m b e rs  o f  p e o p le  to  vvhom  a  ‘ c h e m ic a l s tra it ja c k e t ’ co u ld  

novv be a p p lie d  a t h o m e . B u t  n o  o n e  re a liz e d  a t firsTvvTiaîTRe^elIects o f  a li th is 

vvould b e . I t  vvas im p o rta n t  to  g o  on  b u ild in g  p s y c h ia tr ic  h o sp ita ls , e s p e c ia lly  

since it h e lp e d  th e  re c o v e r y  o f  th e  b u ild in g  in d u s tr y . S o m e  de'partements, it  vvas 

bo asted , novv re a lly  h ad  a d e q u a te  h o s p ita l p la c e s  (th o u g h  vvhat th is re a lly  

m ean t w a s  f in a n c in g  th e  ‘ in d u s tr ia liz a t io n ’ o f  th e  b u ild in g  in d u s tr y ). B u t  lo  

and b e h o ld , d r u g s  h a d  d e fle c te d  a  la r g e  p a rt  o f  th e ir  r e g u la r  c lie n te le  avvay 

from the h o sp ita ls , a n d  so m e  p s y c h ia tr is ts  vvere d e te rm in e d  th at th e  h o sp ita ls  

should be e m p tie d . T h is  led  to so m e  q u ite  se rio u s p r o b le m s , in  p o o r  a r e a s , fo r 

in stan ce, vvhere th e  h o s p ita l vvas th e  m a jö r  so u rc e  o fe m p lo y m e n t .

j .-j .b .: T h e  h o s p ita ls  a re  e m p ty in g , a n d  p s y c h ia tr y  n o  lo n g e r  b e lie v e s  in itse lf. 

But i f  the h o s p ita ls  vvere b u ilt  to  c o n ta in  a n d  p r o te c t  a n d  lo ck  avvay th e  

insane, a n d  p s y c h ia tr y  vvas d e s ig n e d  to c a re  fo r th em , vvhat is th e ir  p o s itio n  

novv?

f.g .: T h e  fu tu re  s o lu tio n , s t ili  fa r  in th e  fu tu re  fo r F r a n c e , is a lr e a d y  

h ap p en in g  in th e  U S A .  T h e  m o m e n t so m e o n e  feels p e c u lia r , o r b re a k s  a



w in d o w , o r  ta k e s  d ru g s , h e is d e c la r e d  to  b e  s c h iz o p h re n ic . H e  is stu fîe d  vvith 

tr a n q u illiz e r s , o r  m e th a d o n e , o n e  th in g  is as g o o d  as a n o th e r . ( O n e  vvonders 

vvh eth er it m ig h t n o t h a v e  b een  b e tte r  to  p r e s e rv e  th e  m y r ia d  c o m p le x it ie s  o f  

th e  o ld  n o so lo g y !)  T h e  p s y c h ia tr ic  h o s p ita ls  h a v e  b een  c lo se d  in  a  n u m b e r  o f  

S ta te s , b u t th a t  d o e s  n o t p r e v e n t p s y c h ia tr ic  re p r e s s io n ’s b e in g  e x e r c is e d  in 

o th e r  vvays. P e o p le  c a n  th en  b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  in  sy s te m s  o f  p s y c h ia tr ic  

c o n tro l vvith o u t a n y  re fe re n c e  to p s y c h ia tr ic  c la s s ific a tio n s  (tra m p s , dovvn- 

a n d -o u ts , th e  o ld  a n d  so  o n ) . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , a  g r e a t  m a n y  n e u r o tic s , a n d  

e v e n  th o se  vvho vvould  h a v e  b e e n  d e s c r ib e d  as ‘ m a d ’ u n d e r th e  o ld  p s y c h ia tr ic  

c la s s ific a tio n s , n o  lo n g e r  g o  th ro u g h  th e  h o s p ita ls  a t a li, b u t  u n d e rg o  

p s y c h o a n a ly s is , o r  a re  v is ite d  a t h o m e  b y  d o c to rs  a n d  g iv e n  tra n q u illiz e r s , 

e te . T h o u g h  th e  ‘r a v in g  lu n a t ic ’ h as  b e c o m e  a  th in g  o f  the p a st, p s y c h o a n a ly -  

tic  m a d n e s s  c a n  b e  fo u n d  a lm o s t  everyvvh ere . S o m e  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts  m a k e  the 

lu d ic r o u s  d a im  th a t  th e y  c a n  d ia g n o s e  s e h iz o p h r e n ia  in  a th re e -y e a r -o ld  

c h ild ! A lm o s t  e v e r v o n e  n o vv a d a y s  tra sh es  th e  p s y c h ia tr ic  h o sp ita l -  vvhich is 

g o o d , b u t it is n o t e n o u g h . W h a t  is a t issu e  is a n  o v e r a ll p r o b le m , n o t ju s t  the 

h o s p ita l, b u t p s y c h ia tr ic  c a r e  in th e  c o m m u n ity , a n d  th e  v a r io u s  fo rm s o f  

p s y c h o a n a ly s is :  y o u  c a n ’ t m a k e  a s lip  o f  th e  to n g u e  n o vva d a ys vvith ou t fin d in g  

so m e  to ta l s tr a n g e r  in te r p r e t in g  it to y o u  m e r c ile s s ly . YVorst o f  a li, so m e o n e  

lik e  M e n ie  G r e g o ir e  is p a r t  o f  th e  nevv p s y c h ia tr ic  a rm o u ry .

j .-j .b .: VVhat y o u ’ re s a y in g , th en , is th a t  th e  p s y c h ia tr ic  in stitu tio n  h as  

v a n is h e d  o n ly  to r e a p p e a r  in a  m o re  su b tle  vvay?

f .g .: Y e s , m in ia tu r iz e d . A n d  vvhat a lso  strik e s  m e is th a t a li th e  g re a t  

re p r e s s iv e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  lik e  sc h o o ls  o r  th e  a rm y , vvhich u sed  to co n sist  o f  a 

s in g le  in s titu tio n a l vvhole, a re  novv te n d in g  to b e c o m e  fr a g m e n te d  a n d  

s c a tte r e d  a li ö v e r  th e  p la c e . I th in k  th is  is I l l ic h ’ s m istak e: v e r y  so o n  e v e ry o n e  

vvill b e c o m e  his ovvn m in i- in s tru m e n t o f  re p r e s s io n , his ovvn sc h o o l, h is ovvn 

a r m y . T h e  su p e r-e g o  vvill in v a d e  e v e r y th in g .

In  th e  g r e a t  re p r e s s iv e  e n titie s  th ere  vvere stili rea l re la tio n s h ıp s  o f  fo rce , 

a n d  th erefo re  p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f  s tru g g le . In  th e  sm a ll o n es, e v e r y  in d iv id u a l is 

b o u n d  h a n d  a n d  fo o t b y  sy s te m s  o f  re la tio n s h ip s , in flu e n c e s  a n d  fe e lin g s  th at 

th ere  is n o  g e tt in g  to g r ip s  vvith, a n d  vvhich  in  a n y  c a se  im p ly  o th e r  fo rm s o f  

‘l ib e r a t io n ’ . A s  I see  it, th e  p o iic y  o f  c o m m u n ity  p s y c h ia tr y  a n d  p s y c h o ­

a n a ly s is  (an d  th e  tvvo a re  novv c lo s e ly  r e la te d )  c o rr e s p o n d s  to  th e  m o st 

s o p h is tic a te d  te c h n o c r a t ic  fo rm s o f  p o p u la tio n  s u r v e illa n c e  a n d  c o n tro l. 

P ovver stili se e k in g  itse lf, b u t povver th a t  vvill e v e n tu a lly  fin d  itse lf. A n d  

th o u g h  th e  c o m m u n ity  p o iic y  is stili a  fa ilu r e  in  te rm s o f  povver -  a p a r t  fro m  

th e  fie ld  o f  c h ild  p s y c h ia tr y  -  it c o u ld  q u ite  e a s ily  m a k e  a fresh  s ta rt. W h a t  

c o u ld  b e  m o re  p e rfe c t  th a n  a  re p res s io n  vvhich  n e ed s n o  p o lic e m e n  a t S t re e t  

c o rn e rs , b u t vvorks p e r m a n e n tly  a n d  u n o b tr u s iv e ly  v ia  o n e ’s vvork, o n e ’ s



n e ig h b o u r s , everyvvh ere?  T h e  sa m e  g o es  for p s y c h o a n a ly s is :  it is g r a d u a lly  

g e tt in g  to  b e  e very v v h ere  -  at s c h o o l, a t  h o m e , o n  te le v is io n .

j .- j .b .:  B u t i t ’s ta k e n  so m e  k n o c k s  -  e s p e c ia lly  from  D e le u z e  a n d  y o u rse lf , in 

y o u r  Anti-Oedipus.

f .g . :  D o n ’ t y o u  b e lie v e  it! T h e  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts  h a v e  re m a in e d  q u ite  im p e r- 

v io u s . N a tu r a lly  e n o u g h : y o u  try  a s k in g  b u tc h e rs  to  s to p  s e llin g  m ea t fo r 

id e o lo g ic a l re a so n s  -  o r  to  b e c o m e  v e g e ta r ia n s ! B e s id e s , fro m  th e c o n s u m e r ’ s 

p o in t o f  v ie w  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  w o rk s . It w o rk s  v e r y  vvell in d ee d , a n d  p e o p le  

k eep  c o m in g  b a c k  fo r m o re . I t  m a k e s  sen se  to  p a y  a  lo t fo r a n y th in g  so  

e ffe ctiv e  — ra th e r  lik e  a  d r u g . A n d  it ra ise s  o n e  a  fr a c tio n  in  th e  so c ia l s c a le , 

w h ic h  h a s  a  c e rta in  a ttr a c t io n , to o . A nti-Oedipus vvas b a r e ly  n o tic e d . W h a t  is 

q u ite  fu n n y  is th a t, vvhen th e  b o o k  c a m e  o u t, th e  P s y c h o a n a ly t ic a l S o c ie ty  

re c o m m e n d e d  p e o p le ju s t  to  ig n o re  it, a n d  th e  vvhole th in g  vvould  blovv ö v er . 

VVhich is p r e c is e ly  vvhat h a p p e n e d ! N o , th e  m o st ta n g ib le  e ffect o f  Anti-Oedipus 

vvas th a t  it s h o rt-c ir c u ite d  th e  c o n n e c tio n  betvveen  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  a n d  the 

left.

j .- j .b .:  W h a t  str ik e s  m e is th a t  th e  tvvo c h ie f  v ic t im s  o f  th e  c r it iq u e  o f  

in stitu tio n s  in th e  p a st fevv y e a r s  h a v e  b een  o u r  tvvo g r e a t  b e a rd e d  fa th e rs , 

M a r x  a n d  F re u d . A  lo t o f  p e o p le  h a v e  a tta c k e d  M a r x . B u t  y o u  a n d  G ille s  

D e le u z e  h a v e  m a d e  a  s p e c ia l a s s a u lt  o n  F re u d  -  b e c a u s e  th e  in s titu tio n  o f  

p s y c h o a n a ly s is , in  v vh ate v er fo rm , is F re u d .

f .g .: Y e s , it is F re u d  -  b u t in F r a n c e  it is a ls o  L a c a n . P s y c h o a n a ly s is  c a m e  to 

F ra n ce  v e r y  la te , vvhen m en  lik e  L a g a c h e  o r B o u to n n ie r  a rr iv e d  at the 

u n ive rsity . B e fo re  th e  vvar p s y c h o a n a ly s is  b a r e ly  e x is te d  in  F r a n c e . B u t  it h as 

c a u g h t u p  s in c e  th en . I t  h a d  tre m e n d o u s  r e s is ta n c e  to  o v e r c o m e , b u t vvas 

fin a lly  a c c e p te d  every v v h ere , in  S a in te -A n n e , in a li th e  fa cu ltie s; e v e n  g e n e ra l 

p u b lish ers  a re  p o u r in g  it o u t. In  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s , on  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  

F re u d ia n  m o v e m e n t h as  b e en  d e a d  fo r ten  y e a rs . In  th e  U S A  th ey  stili ta lk  

a b o u t ju n g ,  b u t i t ’ s o n ly  p a rt  o f  th e ir  fo lk lo re , lik e  p s y c h e d e lic  m a ssa g e  o r  Z e n  

B u d d h ism . O n e  m ig h t th in k  th e  sa m e  th in g  vvill h a p p e n  in F ra n c e . I d o u b t it. 

In F ra n c e  th e  F r e u d ia n  e s ta b lis h m e n t  h as  h a d  a  g r e a t  nevv le a se  o f  life vvith 

L a c a n is m . L a c a n is m  is n ’ t ju s t  a  re -r e a d in g  o f  F re u d ; i t ’s so m e th in g  fa r  m o re 

d esp otic, b o th  as a th e o ry  a n d  a n  in s titu tio n , a n d  fa r  m o re  r ig id  in its se m io tic  

su b jectio n  o f  th o se  vvho a c c e p t  it. In  fa c t, it c o u ld  e a s ily  le a d  to a  r e su rg e n c e  o f  

p sy c h o a n a ly s is  a li ö v e r  th e  vvorld, s ta r t in g  vvith th e  U n ite d  S ta te s . N o t o n ly  

has L a c a n  c o m e  o u t o f  h is g h e tto , b u t  I th in k  it is q u ite  on  th e  c a rd s  th a t h e or 

his su cce sso rs  m a y  o n e  d a v  m a n a g e  to set u p  a  re a l P s y c h o a n a ly t ic a l 

In te rn a tio n a l.

I th in k  in fu tu re , L a c a n is m  vvill c o m e  to be seen  as d is t in c t  fro m  F re u d - 

ianism . F re u d ia n is m  vvas d e fe n s iv e  in its a tt itu d e  to  m e d ic in e , to  p s y c h ia tr y ,



to  th e  a c a d e m ic  vvorld. L a c a n is m , o n  th e  c o n tr a r y , is ofFensive; it is a 

c o m b a ta n t  th e o r y . In  th is  c o n n e c tio n , it  is im p o r ta n t  to see  to vvhat e x te n t  it 

h a s  in ftu e n c e d  A lth u s s e r is m , a n d  th e  e ffect it h a s  h a d  o n  s tr u c tu ra lis m  as a 

vvhole, e s p e c ia lly  b e c a u s e  o f  its c o n c e p t  o f  th e  s ig n ifie r . S tr u c tu r a lis m  vvould 

c e r ta in ly  n e v e r  h a v e  e x is te d , in  th e  fo rm  in  vvhich vve knovv it, vvith out 

L a c a n is m . T h e  povver a n d  th e  a lm o s t  re lig io u s  a u th o rity  o f  s tru c tu ra lis m  

vvould  n o t h a v e  b e en  p o s s ib le  b u t  fo r th e  L a c a n ia n s ’ in tr o d u c tio n  o f  a 

m a th e m a tic o - lin g u is t ic  c o n c e p t o f  th e  u n c o n s c io u s  th a t  te n d s e s s e n tia lly  to 

d iv id e  d e s ire  fro m  re a lity . T o  b e lie v e  th a t  d e s ire  ca n  o n ly  b e  b a se d  (s y m b o li-  

c a lly )  o n  its ovvn im p o te n c e , its ovvn c a s tra t io n , im p lie s  a c o m p le te  set o f  

p o lit ic a l  a n d  m ic r o -p o lit ic a l a ssu m p tio n s .

j .-j .b .: S o , a c c o r d in g  to y o u ,  a  nevv in s titu tio n  h a s  b een  set u p  -  L a c a n is m ?

F.G.: Y e s . A  te s t in g -g r o u n d , a n  a d v a n c e  te c h n o lo g y , th e  p r o to ty p e  o f  nevv 

fo rm s o f  povver. I t  is vvo n d erfu l to  su c c e e d  in to ta l ly  s u b je c tin g  a n o th e r  p erso n , 

to  h o ld  h im  b o u n d  h a n d  a n d  fo o t, fin a n c ia llv , e m o tio n a lly , vvith ou t e v e n  

h a v in g  th e  tro ııb le  o f  m a k in g  a n y  a tte m p t  a t  s u g g e stio n , in te rp re ta tio n  o r 

a p p a r e n t  d o m in a tio n . T h e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t  o f  to d a y  d o e s n ’ t sa y  a vvord to  his 

p a tie n t. S u c h  a s y ste m  o f  c h a n n e llin g  th e  lib id o  h a s  b een  a c h ie v e d  th a t s ile n c e  

is a li th a t is n e e d e d . O n e  is re m in d e d  o f  th o se  id e a l fo rm s o f t e a c h in g in  vvhich 

th e  m a s te r  n o  lo n g e r  h a d  to  s a y  a n y th in g , b u t m e re ly  to m o v e  h is h e a d  (th e  

L a t in  nutus, ‘ a  n o d ’ , vvas e n o u g h -  a n d  h e th en  b e c a m e  a numen, a  d iv in ity  vvho 

n o d d e d  to in d ic a te  a p p r o b a t io n ) .

j .- j .b .:  In  A nti- Oedipus, y o u  d id n ’ t ta lk  o f  L a c a n  so m u c h , b u t o f  F re u d  -  a n d  in 

d u s tin g  o f f  h is  s ta tu e  y o u  left v e r y  lit t le  o f  it s ta n d in g .

F.G.: T h a t  vvas n o t d e lib e r a te ;  vve a d v a n c e d  b y  sta g e s  a n d  g r a d u a l re- 

to u c h in g , b u t o f  c o u rs e , as th e  re - to u c h in g  p ro c e e d e d , th e  in e v ita b le  h ap - 

p e n e d . B u t o u r  o b je c tio n s  to  F re u d  in Anti-Oedipus vvere v e r y  m u c h  b o u n d  u p  

vvith o u r  o b je c tio n s  to L a c a n is m .

j .- j .b . :  B u t vvhat y o u  o b je c t  to  in  Anti-Oedipus is n o t th is nevv fo rm  o f  povver y o u  

see in L a c a n is m , b u t  O e d ip u s  itse lf, the v e ry  fo u n d a tio n  o f  F r e u d ia n is m . A n d  

vvhen th e  fo u n d a tio n s  c ru m b le , vve a li knovv vvhat h a p p e n s .

Y o u  vvould s a y  th a t  vve a re  vvitn essin g  a n  in v e r se  e v o lu tio n : th e  p s y c h ia tr ic  

in s titu tio n  is \ve a k e n in g , w h ile  th e  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  in stitu tio n  is g a in in g  

s tre n g th  in  a nevv fo rm  o f  povver.

f . g .: T h e  d iffe re n c e  is th a t  p s y c h ia tr y  d o e s  n o t vvork, vvh ereas p s y c h o a n a ly s is  

vvorks v v o n d erfu lly . S o  v vo n d erfu llv  th a t  it m ig h t e v e n  su c c e e d  in re s u rr e c tin g  

so m e  se c to rs  o f  p s y c h ia tr y  o n e  o f  th ese  d a y s!



Mary Barnes, or Oedipus in Anti-Psychiatry1

In  196 5, a  c o m m u n ity  o f  so m e  tvventy p e o p le  vvas fb rm ed  a ro u n d  R o n a ld  

L a in g . T h e y  e s ta b lis h e d  th em se lv e s  in K in g s le y  H a i l,  a n  o ld  b u ild in g  in  a 

L o n d o n  s u b u r b  th a t  h a d , to  q u o te  J o s e p h  B e rk e , ‘a  lo n g  a n d  h o n o u r a b le  

h is to ry  as a ce n tre  for so c ia l e x p e r im e n t a n d  r a d ic a l p o lit ic a l a c t iv it y ’ . F o r  five 

y e a rs  th e  p io n e e rs  o f  a n t i-p s y c h ia tr y  a n d  p a tie n ts  m a k in g  ‘a  c a r e e r ’ as 

sc h iz o p h re n ic s  w e re  to e x p lo re  to g e th e r  th e  vvorld o f  m a d n e ss . N o t the 

m a d n e ss  o f  the m e n ta l h o s p ita l, b u t th e  m a d n e ss  e a c h  o f  us h as vvithin us, a 

m ad n e ss  vvhich vvas to be lib e ra te d  in o rd e r  tc  re m o v e  in h ib itio n s  a n d  

sy m p to m s  o f  a li k in d s . A t  K in g s le y  H a il th ey  a b o lis h e d , o r tried  to a b o lis h , a li 

d iv is io n  o fr o le s  a m o n g  p a tie n ts , p s y c h ia tr is ts , n u rses a n d  so on . N o  o n e  h ad  

a n y  o ffic ia l r ig h t to g iv e  o r  re c e iv e  o rd ers  o r  to la y  d o w n  a n y  ru le s . K in g s le y  

H a il vvas to b e c o m e  an  e n c la v e  o f  free d o m  fro m  th e p r e v a ilin g  n o r m a lity , a 

b ase fo r th e  c o u n te r -c u ltu r e  m o v e m e n t.2

T h e  a im  o f  th e  a n t i-p s y c h ia tr is ts  is to  g e t  b e y o n d  the e x p e r im e n ts  in 

c o m m u n ity  p s y c h ia tr y ;  in th e ir  vievv th ese  vvere so  m a n y  m o re  re fo rm ist 

p ro jec ts , a n d  d id  n o t r e a lly  q u e s tio n  th e  re p re s s iv e  in s titu tio n s  a n d  tra d itio n -  

al fram evvork  o f  p s y c h ia tr y . M a x w e ll  J o n e s  a n d  D a v id  C o o p e r ,3 vvho vvere tvvo 

o f  the p r in c ip a l in s tig a to rs  o f  th ese  e n d e a v o u rs , vvere to tak e  a n  a c tiv e  p a rt  in 

the life o f  K in g s le y  H a il.  A n t i- p s y c h ia tr y  c o u ld  th u s h a v e  its o w n  tabula rasa, 

so to sa y , its o rg a n le s s  b o d y , in vvhich e v e r y  p a rt o f  the h o u se  -  c e lla r , roof, 

k itch e n , s ta ir c a s e , q u ie t  ro o m  -  a n d  e v e r y  e p iso d e  in th e  c o lle c tiv e  life  vvould 

fu n ctio n  as a  c o g  in  a  g r e a t  m a c h in e , d rav v in g  e a c h  p erso n  b e y o n d  h is 

im m e d ia te  s e lf  a n d  h is ovvn litt le  p ro b lem s, e ith e r  tovvards h e lp in g  e v e ry o n e  

else, o r tovvards a  d e s c e n t in to  h im s e lf  b y  a  (so m etim e s d iz z y in g )  p ro c e s s  o f  

reg ressio n .

T h is  e n c la v e  o f  fre e d o m , K in g s le y  H a il,  vvas b e s ie g e d  on  a li s id e s, th e  o ld  

vvorld o o z in g  in at e v e r y  c ra c k : th e  n e ig h b o u r s  p ro te ste d  a b o u t th e  n o ise  at 

n ig h t, lo c a l k id s threvv sto n e s  a t th e  vvindovvs, the re la tiv e s  vvere r e a d y  a t the

1 . Le Nouvel Observateur, 28 M a y  19 73.

2. C f . Counier-Culture; The Creation o f  an Alternative Society, e d .J .  B e rk e , P ete ı O vven  a n d  F ire  B o o k s ,

1970.

3. D a v id  C o o p e r , Psychiatry andAniipsychiatry, T a v is t o c k , 19 67.



s lig h te s t  p r e te x t  to c a r t  o f f  a n y  o v e r -e x c ite d  in m a te  to the m e n ta l hos- 

p ita l.'1

B u t  th e  w o r s t  th re a t  to K in g s le y  H a il  a c tu a lly  c a m e  from  vvithin; th o u g h  

free  from  id e n tif ia b le  c o n s tra in ts , p e o p le  stili vvent on  s ile n tly  in te r io r iz in g  

s o c ia l re p res s io n s; a n d , fu rth e rm o re , n o  o n e  c o u ld  e sc a p e  th e  s im p lis tic  

re d u c tio n  o f  a li th in g s  to the s a m e  o ld  tr ia n g le  (fa th e r, m o th e r  a n d  c h ild )  th at 

co n fm e s  a li s itu a tio n s  th a t e x c e e d  vvhat a r e  c o n sid e re d  th e  b o u n d s o fn o r m a l-  

ity  vvith in  th e  m o u ld  o f O e d i p a l  p s y c h o a n a ly s is .

S h o u ld  th ere  be so m e  m in im a l d is c ip lin e  a t K in g s le y  H a il, o r  n ot? In te r-  

n e c in e  povver s tr u g g le s  p o is o n e d  th e  a tm o s p h e re . A a r o n  E ste rso n , le a d e r  o f  

th e  ‘h a r d - lin e ’ te n d e n c v  (h e  vvas seen  vvith a  b io g r a p h y  o f  S ta lin  u n d e r  h is 

a rm , vvh ereas L a in g  te n d e d  to  q u o te  fro m  L e n in !) , vvas e v e n tu a lly  fo rced  o u t, 

y e t  e v e n  th en  it vvas stili d iffic u lt  for th e  e n te r p r is e  to d is c o v e r  th e  r ig h t  system  

o f  s e lf- r e g u la tio n . T h e n ,  to m a k e  m a tte rs  vvorse, th e  p ress , te le v is io n  a n d  the 

in te lle c tu a l tre ııd ie s  vvanted  to jo in  in  -  K in g s le y  H a il b e c a m e  th e  o b je c t  o f 

n o isy  p u b lic ity . O n e  o f  th e  in m a te s , M a r y  B a rn e s , b e c a m e  a  k in d  o f  s ta r  o f  

m a d n e ss , vvhich  m a d e  h e r  th e  fo cu s  o f im p la c a b le je a lo u s ie s .

H e r  e x p e r ie n c e s  a t K in g s le y  H a il h a v e  b een  d e s c r ib e d  in a  b o o k  b y  M a r y  

B a rn e s  a n d  h er p s y c h ia tr is t ,  J o s e p h  B e r k e .5 It is a n  a s to n is h in g ly  c a n d id  

co n fe ssio n ; it is a ls o  b o th  a n  a d m ir a b le  a tte m p t  to  free  ‘ m a d  d e s ir e ’ a n d  a 

vvork o f  n e o -b e h a v io u r is t  d o g m a tis m ,6 b o th  a b r ill ia n t  v o y a g e  o f  d is c o v e r v  

a n d  a vvork o f  u n re p e n ta n t  fa m ilia lis m  in  lin e  vvith th e  o ld  p u rita n  tra d itio n . 

M a r y  B a rn e s  -  th e  m ad vv o m a n  -  shovvs in  a  fevv c h a p te rs  o f  a u to b io g r a p h y  

vvhat n o  a n t i- p s y c h ia tr is t  h as  e v e r  shovvn: th e  h id d e n  fa c e  o f  E n g lis h -s p e a k in g  

a n t i- p s y c h ia tr y .

M a r y  B a rn e s  is a  fo r m e r n u rse  vvho vvas la b e lle d  a  s c h iz o p h r e n ic -  th o u g h  

sh e  m ig h t  e q u a lly  h a v e  b een  c la sse d  as a  h y s te r ic . S h e  to o k  q u ite  lite ra lly  

L a in g ’ s r e c o m m e n d a tio n  o f  a ‘jo u r n e y ’ in to  m a d n e ss . H e r  're g r e s s io n  in to  

in fa n c y  ’ vvas r a th e r  in  th e  s ty le  o f  a  k a m ik a z e  p ilo t, h e r y e a rs  o f  ‘g o in g  d ovvn ’ 

le a d in g  h e r  o n  o c c a s io n  to  th e  v e r g e  o fd e a t h  fro m  s ta r v a tio n . T h e  vvhole p la c e  

vvas in  a n  u p r o a r  -  s h o u ld  sh e  be sen t to  h o s p ita l o r n ot? T h e r e  vvas a  v io le n t 

cris is  in th e  c o m m u n ity . B u t  it is im p o r ta n t  to  n o te  th a t  even  vvhen sh e vvas in 

a p h a s e  o f  u p svvin g  m a tte r s  vvere stili n o t ea s y ; sh e vvould o n ly  r e la te  to a fevv 

p e o p le , in  vvhom  sh e  m a s s iv e ly  in v e ste d  h e r fa m ilia lis m  a n d  m y s tıc is m  -

4. T h is ,  h o vvever, w a s  n o th in g  c o n ıp a r e d  to th e s itu a tio n  in I ta iy ,  vvhere far  less ‘p r o v o c a t iv e ' 

e x p e r im e n ts  vvere s t o p p e d , o r , s t ili less, G e r m a n y , w h e re  r e a lly  fe ro c io u s  re p re ss io n  is s tili b e in g  

u sed  a g a in s t  th e  m e m b e rs  of th e  S  P K  (S o z ia iis t is c h e s  P a t ie n te n k o lle c t iv )  in H e id e lb e r g  (see  p. 6 7, 

n o te  3).

5. M ary Barnes: Two Accounts o fa  Journey Through M adness, M a c G ib b o n  &  K e e ,  1 9 7 ! .

fi, B e h a v io u r is m  is a  th e o ry  fro m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th is  c e n tu ry  th at re d u c e d  p s y c h o lo g v  to the 

s tu d y  o f  b e h a v io u r , d e ftn e d  as th e in te ra c t io n  b etvveen  e x te rn a ! s t im u li a n d  th e re s p o n se s  o f  the 

s u b je c t. T h e  n e o - b e h a v io u r is m  o f  to d a y  ten d s to re d u c e  a li h u m a n  p r o b le m s  to p ro b le m s  o f 

c o m m u n ic a t io n  a n d  in fo rm a tio n , ig n o r in g  th e s o c io -p o lit ic a l  p ro b le m s  o f  p o w e r  at  e v e ry  [eve!.
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m a in ly  R o n n ie  (L a in g ) ,  vvhom  sh e  w o r s h ip p e d  as a g o d ,  a n d j o e  (B e rk e ) , vvho 

b e c a m e  a t  o n c e  h er fa th e r , h er m o th e r  a n d  h e r s p ir itu a l lo v e r.

S h e  th u s set u p  h e r o w n  litt le  O e d ip a l g ro u n d  w h ic h  c a u s e d  g r e a t  rep er- 

cu ss io n s  in a li th e  p a r a n o ia c  te n d e n c ie s  o f  th e  h o u se h o ld . H e r  p le a s u re  

c e n tre d  in th e  p a in fu l a vvaren ess th at n e v e r  ce ased  to to rm e n t h e r o f  a li the 

h a rm  sh e  w a s  d o in g  a ro u n d  h e r. S h e  a tta c k e d  L a in g ’s s e t-u p , e v e n  th o u g h  it 

vvas so  im p o r ta n t  to h er. T h e  m o re g u ilty  sh e  fe lt the m o re  sh e  p u n is h e d  

h e rs e lf  a n d  th e  w o rse  h e r  S tate  b e c a m e , c a u s in g  p a n ic  re a c tio n s  in the g ro u p . 

S h e  h a d  re c o n s tıtu te d  th e  v ic io u s  c irc le  o f  fa m iiia lis m  -  b u t th is tim e  th ere  

vvere ö v e r  tvventy p e o p le  in v o lv e d , vvhich  n a tu r a lly  m u ltip lie d  th e  d e v a s ta -  

tion .

S h e  b e c a m e  a b a b y  a g a in , a n d  h ad  to b e  fed fro m  a b o ttle . S h e  vvand ered  

n ak e d , c o v e re d  in sh it; sh e  p is se d  in o th e r  p e o p le ’s b eds; sh e b ro k e  th in g s  up; 

or sh e v v o u ld n ’ t e a t a n d  w a n te d  to  let h e r s e lf  d ie . S h e  ty ra n n iz e d  J o e  B erk e: 

she s to p p e d  h im  fro m  g o in g  o u t, a n d  sh e p e rs e c u te d  h is w ife u n t i l ,  o n e  d a v , h e 

co u ld  s ta n d  it n o  lo n g e r , a n d  p u n c h e d  h er vvith h is fist. O n e  is in e v ita b ly  

re m in d e d  o f  the vvell-knovvn m e th o d s  o f  th e  p s y c h ia tr ic  h o sp ita l! J o e  B e rk e  

asked  h im s e lf  h o w  it c o u ld  h a p p e n  th at a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p le  w h o se  o b je c t  vvas to 

d e -m y stify  th e  s o c ia l r e la tio n s  o f d is t u r b e d  fa m ilie s  c o u ld  re a c h  th e  p o in t  o f  

b e h a v in g  l ik e ju s t  s u c h  a fa m ily .

F o rtu n a te ly , M a r y  B a rn e s  vvas an  e x c e p tio n a l c a se  -  n o t e v e ry o n e  at 

K in g s le y  H a i l  b e h a v e d  lik e  her! B u t sh e u n d o u b te d ly  p o sed  th e  re a l p r o b ­

lem s. H o w  ca n  w e  b e  so  su re  th a t  u n d e r s ta n d in g , lo v e  a n d  a li th e  o th e r  

C h ris t ia n  v ir tu e s , c o m b in e d  w ith  a  te c h n iq u e  o f  m y s t ic a l re g r e s s io n , c a n  o f  

th em selv es  e x o rc ise  th e  d e v ils  o f  O e d ip a l m ad n e ss?

L a in g  is c e r ta in ly  o n e  o f  th e  p e o p le  m o st d e e p ly  c o m m itte d  to th e  en ter- 

p r is e o fd e m o lis h in g  p s y c h ia tr y . H e  h as b ro k e n  dovvn th ev va lls  o f  th e  h o s p ita l, 

but o n e  g e ts  th e  im p re s s io n  th a t  h e  re m a in s  th e  p r is o n e r  o f  o th e r  w a lls  stili 

s ta n d in g  vvithin h im self; h e h as  not yet m a n a g e d  to free h im s e lf  o f  the vvorst 

co n stra in t, the m o st d a n g e r o u s  o f  a li d o u b le  b in d s ,7 th a t o f  vvhat R o b e rt  

C a ste l h as c a lle d  ‘ p s y c h o a n a ly s m ’ -  vvith its o b se ss io n  vvith s ig n ific a n t  

in te rp re ta tio n , its ‘fa ls e - b o tto m e d ’ r e p re s e n ta tio n s  a n d  shallovv d e p th s .

L a in g  b e lie v e d  th a t th e  n e u r o t ic  a lie n a tio n  c o u ld  be d e fe a te d  b y  c e n tr in g  

the a n a ly s is  on th e  fa m ily , a n d  its in te rn a l ‘k n o ts ’ . In  his vievv, e v e r y th in g  

starts fro m  the fa m ily , y e t  h e vvants to g e t avvay fro m  it. H e  vvould lik e  us to 

becom e o n e  vvith th e  c o sm o s, b re a k  o u t o f  th e  h u m d ru m  o fe v e r y d a y  life. B u t 

his m eth o d  o f  re a s o n in g  c a n n o t d e ta c h  th e  s u b je c t  fro m  th e  fa m ilia l g ra sp : 

though h e sees it o n ly  as th e  s ta r t in g  p o in t, it  c a tc h e s  u p  vvith h im  a g a in  at 

every tu rn . H e  tries to re so lv e  th e  d iffic u lty  b y  ta k in g  re fu g e  in a n  e a s te rn -  

style m e d ita tio n , b u t  th a t  c a n n o t lo n g  vvith stan d  th e  in tru s io n  o f  c a p ita lis t

7. A  d o u b ie  b in d  is a  rvvofold , c o n t r a d ic t o r y  c o n s tra in t  o c c u r r in g in  th e C o m m u n ic a tio n s  b e tw e e n  

a p a tie n t a n d  his fa m ily  vvhich c o n fu s e s  h im  to ta lly .



s u b je c tıv ity  vvhose m eth o d s  are  n o th in g  i f  n o t su b tle . H e  d o es n o t tak e  

O e d ip u s  s e r io u s ly  e n o u g h : vvith out a fr o n ta l a tta c k  on this v ita l tool o f  

c a p ita lis t  re p re s s io n , o n e  ca n  m a k e  n o d e c is iv e  c h a n g e  in  th e  e c o n o m y  o f  

d e s ire , o r, th erefo re , the s ta tu s  o f  m ad n ess .
M a r y  B a r n e s ’s b o o k  is c o n s ta n tly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  flu x e s  -  th e  flu x  o f  sh it, o f  

u rin e , o f  m ilk , o f  p a in t  -  b u t, s ig n if ic a n t ly , it b a r e ly  m en tio n s the fiu x  o f  

m o n e v . W e  n e v e r  d is c o v e r  q u ite  hovv the se t-u p  o p e ra te s  from  th is p o in t  o f  

v ie w . W h o  Controls  th e  m o n e y , w h o  d e c id e s  vvhat to  b u y , w h o  g e ts  p a id ?  T h e  

c o m m u n ity  seem s to  liv e  on  air: M a r y ’s b ro th e r  P e te r, w h o  is u n d o u b te d ly  

c a u g h t  u p  in a  fa r  d e e p e r  s c h iz o  p ro ces s  th a n  sh e  is, c a n n o t at first c o p e  vvith 

th e  b o h e m ia n  life  s ty le  o f  K in g s le v  H a il. It is to o  n o isy , to o  m essv , a n d  

an yh o vv  he w a n ts  to re m a in  fit for vvork.

B u t his s is te r  to rm e n ts  h im  -  h e must co m e  and  liv e  vvith h er a t K in g s le v  

H a il. H e ıs  is th e  u n r e m itt in g  p ro s e ly tis m  o f  re g ressıo n  -  y o u ’ ll see , y o u ’ ll 

m a k e  yuur jo u r n e y , y o u ’ U b e  a b le  to p a in t, y o u  11 g e t to  th e  en d  o f  y o u r  

m a d n e ss . B u t P e te r ’ s m a d n e ss  is d is tu r b in g  in a d ifferen t vvay. H e  feels no 

e n th u s ia s m  fo r ru s h in g  in to  th is so rt o fa d v e n t u r e .  T h is  m a y  w ell re flect the 

d iffe re n c e  betvveen  a  re a l s c h iz o p h r e n ic  jo u r n e y  a n d  a fa m ilia lis t  re g ressio n  

a lo n g  p e tty  b o u rg e o is  h n es. T h e  s c h iz o  is n o t so m u ch  a ttr a c te d  to h u m a n  

v v a rm th ’ . H is  c o n c e rn s  a re  elsevvhere, a m o n g  the m o re d e -te rr ito r ia lize d  

flu x e s  -  th e  flu x  o f  m ira c le-v v o rk in g  c o s m ic  s ig n s, b u t a lso  o f  m o n e ta r y  sign s. 

T h e  s c h iz o  u n d e rs ta n d s  th e  v a lu e  o f  m o n e y  -  e v e n  i f  he uses it in c u rio u s  vvays 

—ju s t  as h e u n d e r s ta n d s  e v e ry  o th e r  r e a lity . H e  d o es not p la v  a t b e in g  a b a b y . 
M o n e y  is to  h im  a m e a n s  o f  re fe re n c e  lik e  a n y  o th e r , a n d  h e  n e ed s as m a n y  

re fe re n c e  sy s te m s  as h e  c a n  g e t, p r e c is e ly  in  o rd e r  to p r e s e r v e  h is  a lo o fn ess. 

F o r  h im , e x c h a n g e  is a  m ea n s  ot a v o id in g  in te rc h a n g e . In  sh o rt, P e te r  to ld  

th em  to  b u g g e r  o ff  vvith th e ir  in te rfe rin g  e n c ro a c h in g  c o m m u n ity  -  h e vvanted 

n o  su c h  th re a t  to  h is p a r t ic u la r  r e la tio n s h ip  to d es ire .

M a r y ’s fa m ilia lis t  n e u ro s is  is so m e th in g  v e r y  difTerent: sh e  vvas c o n tin u a lly  

se tt in g  u p  litt le  fa m ilia l te rr ito r ia lit ie s , in a  k in d  o f  v a m p ire  g re e d  fo r ‘ h u m an  

v v a rm th ’ . S h e  a tta c h e d  h e r s e lf  to th e  o th e r ’ s im ag e : for in s ta n c e , sh e  h ad  

p r e v io u s ly  a sk e d  A n n a  F re u d  to  tak e  h e r in to  a n a ly s is , b u t in h e r  m in d  vvhat 

th a t  m e a n t vvas th a t  sh e  a n d  h e r  b ro th e r  vvould m o ve  in vvith A n n a  F re u d  

a n d  b e c o m e  h e r  c h ild re n . S h e  set o u t  to  d o  th e  s a m e  th in g  vvith R o n n ie  and  
J o e .

F a m ilia lis m  m e a n s  m a g ic a lly  d e n y in g  th e  so c ia l re a lity , a v o id in g  ali 

c o n n e c tio n  vvith re a l fiu x es. A li  th a t  re m a in s  p o s s ib le  is d r e a m in g , a n d  the 

en c lo se d  h e ll o f  th e  c o n ju g o - fa m ilia l s y ste m , o r e v e n , in m o m e n ts  o f in t e n s e  

cris is , a  lit t le  u r in e -s o a k e d  c o r n e r  to r e tre a t  to , a lo n e . T h is  vvas M a r y  B a r n e s ’s 

m o d e  o f  o p e r a tio n  a t  K in g s le v  H a i l,  as a n  a p o stle  o f  L a in g ia n  th e r a p v , a 

r e v o lu t io n a r y  o f  m a d n e s s , a  p ro fe ss io n a l.

H e r  co n fe ss io n s  te a c h  us m o re  th a n  vve vvould le a rn  fro m  r e a d in g  a d o ze n



te x tb o o k s  o f  a n t i- p s y c h ia tr y . In  th em  w e  ca n  see hovv th e  a fte r-e ffe cts  o f  

‘p s y c h o a n a ly s m ’ d o g  th e  m e th o d s  o f  L a in g  a n d  his fr ien d s.

F ro m  the e a r ly  F r e u d  o f  Studies on Hysteria to th e  m o st u p -to -d a te  s tr u c tu r a l 

a n a ly s ts , a li p s y c h o a n a ly t ic a l m e th o d  alvvays c o n sists  in  n arro vv in g  e v e r y  

s itu a tio n  dovvn b y m ea n s  o f  th re e  s iftin g  p ro cesse s:

in te r p r e ta tio n :  a  th in g  m u st a lvvays m e a n  s o m e th in g  o th e r  th a n  itse lf. T h e  

tru th  is n e v e r  to b e  fo u n d  in  th e  d ire c t  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  fo rces  a n d  re la tio n s h ip s , 

b u t  o n ly  b y  j u g g l in g  vvith c lu e s  a n d  s ig n ific a n c e s;
F a m ilıa lis m : th o se  s ig n ify in g  c lu e s  c a n  e s s e n tia lly  b e  b o ile d  dovvn to 

fa m ilia l  r e p r e s e n ta tio n s . T o  d is c o v e r  vvhat th ey  a re  ca lls  fo r a  re g r e s s io n , in 

vvhich  th e  s u b je c t  is led  to  ‘ r e d is c o v e r ’ h is  c h ild h o o d . VVhich m ea n s  in 

p r a c t ic e  a n  ‘ im p o te n tiz e d ’ re p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  c h ild h o o d , a  c h ild h o o d  as m em - 

o r y  a n d  as m y th , c h ild h o o d  as a re fu g e , as n e g a t in g  the in te n s e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  

th e  p r e s e n t, a n d  th erefo re  vvith n o  p o s s ib le  re la tio n  to vvhat th e  s u b je c t ’s 

c h ild h o o d  vvas r e a lly  lik e  in p o s itiv e  term s;

T r a n s fe r e n c e :  as th e  in te r p r e ta tiv e  re d u e tio n  a n d  the fa m ilia lis t  re g res s io n  

p r o c e e d , d e s ire  is r e -e s ta b lis h e d  in  a  d r a s tic a lly  re d u c e d  s p a c e , a m is e ra b le  

lit t le  a r e a  o f  Id e n tific a tio n  (th e  a n a ly s t ’ s c o u c h , his v va teh in g  e y e , h is -  

s u p p o s e d ly  -  a tte n t iv e  e a r ) . S in c e  th e  ru le s  o f  the g a m e  d e m a n d  th at 

v vh ate v er is p re s e n te d  m u st b e  re d u c e d  to term s o f  in te rp re ta tio n  a n d  fa th e r-  

a n d  m o th e r- im a g e s , a li th a t  re m a in s  is to r e d u c e  th e  s ig n ify in g  a p p a r a tu s  

it s e lf  so  th a t it o n ly  fu n e tio n s  in  re la tio n  to  a  s in g le  term : th e  s ile n c e  o f  the 

a n a ly s t , a g a in s t  vvh ich  ali c^uestions c o m e  u p  a g a in s t  a  b la n k  vvall. T h e  

p s y c h o a n a ly t ic a l tr a n s fe r e n c e , lik e  a  k in d  o f  c h u r n  for c r e a m in g  o ff  th e  reality  

o f d  e s ire , le a v e s  th e  p a t ie n t  d an g l'm g  in  a  v e r t ıg o  o f  n o th in g n e s s , a  n a r c is s is t ic  

p a ss ıo n  vvhich , th o u g h  less d a n g e r o u s  th a n  R u s s ia n  ro u le tte , le a d s  i f  su cce ss-  

ful to th e  s a m e  so rt o f  ir r e v e rs ib le  fix a tio n  o n  u n im p o r ta n t d e ta ils  vvh ich  en d s 
by  vvith dravvin g h im  fro m  a li o th e r  so c ia l in v e s tm e n ts .

W e  h a v e  b een  avvare fo r a lo n g  tim e  th a t th ese  th re e  s iftin g  p r o c e s se s  vvork 

b a d ly  vvith th e  m a d : th e ir  in te r p r e ta tio n s  a n d  im a g e s  a re  too  d iffe re n t fro m  

the p r e v a i lin g  s o c ia l c o o rd in a te s . B u t  a t  K in g s le y  H a il, in ste a d  o f  re je e tin g  

this m e th o d , th ey  tr ie d  to im p r o v e  th e  p r o c e s s e s  in  o rd e r  to  m a k e  th em  m o re  

efTective. T h e  s ile n t in te r p r e ta tio n  o f  th e  a n a ly t ic  te te -â -te te  vvas re p la c e d  b y  a 

c o lle c tiv e  -  a n d  n o isy  -  in te r p r e ta tio n , a  k in d  o f  d e lir iu m  o f  to g e th ern e ss . 

C e r ta in ly  th e  m e th o d  vvas e ffe c tiv e  in  a nevv vvay: n o  lo n g e r  m e r e ly  a  k in d  o f  

m irro r-g a m e  betvveen  th e  vvords o f  th e  p a tie n t  a n d  th e  s ile n ce  o f  th e  a n a ly s t , it 

in tro d u c e d  o b je c ts , m o v e m e n ts  a n d  a c e rta in  b a la n c e  o f  povver. VVhen J o e  

B erk e  jo in e d  in  M a r y  B a r n e s ’ s g r e a t  re g res s io n  g a m e , h e gro vvled , p la y e d  at 

b e in g  a cro c o d ile , b it  h e r, s q u e e z e d  her, ro lle d  h e r a b o u t in h e r b ed  -  a li o f  

vvhich a n  o r d in a r y  p s y c h o a n a ly s t  vvould  be u n lik e ly  to do.

A  b r e a k th r o u g h , a p p a r e n t ly  -  th e y  vvere o n  the p o in t  o f  a r r ıv in g  a t  an  

e n tire ly  nevv p r a x is , a  nevv se m io tic , b r e a k in g  avvay fro m  th e s a c re d  p r in c ip le s



o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  a n d  in te r p r e ta tio n . B u t n o. E a c h  tim e , th e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t  

p u lle d  h im s e lf  to g e th e r  a g a in , a n d  b ro u g h t b a c k  th e  o ld  fa m ilia lis t  p o in ts  o f  

r e fe re n ce . A n d  he b e c a m e  th e  p r iso n e r  o f  h is o w n  g a m e : w h en  J o e  B e rk e  h ad  

to le a v e  th e  h o u se  M a r v  d id  a li sh e  c o u ld  to sto p  h im . N o t m ere ly  w a s  the 

a n a ly s is  in te rm in a b le  -  th e  sessio n  b e c a m e  so as vvell! H e  h ad  to  d is p la y  rea l 

a n g e r  in o r d e r  to g e t  a w a y  fro m  h is p a tie n t  ju s t  for a few  h o u rs, to a tte n d  a 

m e e tin g  on  th e  V ie tn a m  w a r .

In  th e  e n d , n o th in g  e s c a p e d  th e  in te r p r e ta tiv e  in fe ctio n . P a r a d o x ic a lly , it 

vvas M a r y  vvho vvas th e  first to b re a k  o u t o f  th e  c i r c l e - b y  h e r p a in tin g . In  fa ct, 

vvith in  m o n th s  sh e  h a d  b e c o m e  a vvell-knovvn p a in te r .8 Y e t ,  even  th en , 

in te rp r e ta tio n  stili h e ld  s w a y : M a r y  f'elt g u ilty  ö v e r  a tte n d in g  d ravv in g  c la sse s, 

b e c a u s e  h e r m o th e r ’s c h e rish e d  h o b b y  vvas p a in tin g , a n d  sh e  w o u ld  be 

resen cfu l i f s h e  le a r n t  th a t h e r  d a u g h te r  p a in te d  b e tte r  th an  sh e  d id . N o rv v a s  

th e  p a te r n a l s id e  n e g le c te d : ‘N ovv, vvith a li th ese  p a in tin g s  y o u  h a v e  th e  p e n is , 

th e  povver o f  the fa m ily . Y o u r  fa th e r  fee ls v e r y  th r e a te n e d .’

VVith to u c h in g  a p p lic a t io n , M a r y  set o u t to a b s o rb  a li th e  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic a l 

c la p tr a p . S h e  s to o d  o u t  lik e  a so re  th u m b  in  the c o m m u n ity  a tm o s p h e re  o f  

K in g s le y  H a il:  sh e  vvould  n o t ta lk  to ju s t  a n y o n e . S h e  re fu sed  o th e r  p e o p le  

b e c a u s e  sh e  vva/ıted to b e  s u r e  th a t vvh oever vvas c a r in g  fo r h e r vvas fu lly  in 

a c c o r d  vvith R o n n ie ’s id e a s . ‘ W h e n  I g o t th e  id e a  o f  a b re a s t, a sa fe  b re a s t, 

J o e ’ s b re a s t, so m evvh ere  I c o u ld  su ck , y e t  n o t be sto le n  fro m  m yse lf, th ere  vvas 

n o  h o ld in g  m e . . .J o e ,  p u t t in g  h is fin g e r  in m y m o u th , vvas to  m e s a y in g , 

“ L o o k , I c a n  co m e  in to  y o u  b u t I ’ m  n o t c o n tr o llin g  y o u , p o s se ss in g , s te a lin g  

y o u .” ’

In  th e  e n d , th e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t  h im s e lf  vvas o v ervv h elm ed  b y  the in te r­

p r e ta t iv e  m a c h in e  h e  h a d  h e lp e d  to  set g o in g . H e  a d m its  it: M a r y  ‘ in te rp re te d  

e v e r y th in g  th a t  vvas d o n e  fo r h er (or fo r a n y o n e  e lse  fo r th a t m a tte r)  as 

t lıe r a p y  . . . I f  th e  c o a l vvas n o t d e liv e re d  vvhen o rd e re d , th at vvas th e ra p y . 

A n d  so o n , to th e  m o st a b s ü r d  c o n c lu s io n s .’ B u t  this d id  n o t s to p  J o e  B e rk e  

fro m  c o n tin u in g  to s tru g g le  vvith h is ovvn in te rp re ta tio n s , w h o se  so le  o b je c t 

vvas to  fit h is  r e la tio n s h ip  vvith M a r y  in to  th e  O e d ip a l tr ia n g le : ‘ . . . B y  

1966  . . . , I h a d  a p r e tty  g o o d  id e a  o f  vvhat a n d  vvho I vvas fo r h e r vvhen vve 

vvere to g e th e r . “ M o th e r ”  to o k  th e  le a d  vvhen sh e  vvas M a r y  th e  b a b y . 

“ F a t h e r ’ ' a n d  “ b r o th e r  P e te r ”  v ied  fo r  se co n d  p la c e . In  o r d e r  to p ro te c t  m y  

ovvn sen se  o f  r e a lity , a n d  to  h e lp  M a r y  b re a k  th ro u g h  h e r vveb o f  i llu s io n , I 

a lvvays to o k  th e  tr o u b le  to  p o in t  o u t  vvhen I th o u g h t M a r y  vvas u s in g  m e as 

s o m e o n e  e ls e .’ B u t  h e n e v e r  fo u n d  it  p o s s ib le  to  u n ra v e l th e  vveb c o m p le te ly . 

M a r y  h a d  g o t th e  vvhole h o u s e h o ld  c a u g h t  u p  in it.

8. H e r  e x h ih ir io n s , in  G r e a t  B r ita in  a n d  a b r o a d , b ro u g h t  h e r  a  c o n s id e ra b le  c e le b r ity .  O n e  c o u ld  

s a y  q u ite  a lo t a b o u t  th is  k in d  o f  r e c o v e r y  v ia  Art B rüt , vvh ich  in v o lv e s  la u n c h in g  a m a d  a r t is t  u p o n  

th e p u b f ic l i k e a  s t a g e s t a r ,  fo r  th e  b en e fit  o f  th o se  vvho m o u n t t h e e x h ib i t i o n s .T h e e s s e n c e o fm a d  art 

is t h a t  it fa lls  o u t s id e o r d in a r y  c o n c e p ts  o f  th e  a u th o r  a n d  h is o r  h e r  vvork.



I f  w e  lo o k  a t th e  te c h n iq u e  o f  re g res s io n  in to  b a b y h o o d , a n d  a t th e  

tra n s fe re n c e , w e  see th a t, as d e v e lo p e d  in a  c o m m u n ity , th e ir  te n d e n c y  to 

c re a te  ‘d e - r e a liz a t io n ’ w a s  g r e a t ly  m u ltip lie d . In  th e  tra d it io n a l a n a ly t ic a l 

e n c o u n te r , the o n e -to -o n e  r e la tio n s h ip , the a rt if ic ia l a n d  lim ite d  n a tu re  o f  the 

w a y  th e  sessio n  is o r g a n iz e d  e s ta b lis h e s  a  k in d  o f  b a r r ie r  to  h o ld  b a c k  the 

e x c es se s  o f  the im a g in a t io n . A t  K in g s le y  H a i l,  it w a s  a  re a l d e a th  th at 

c o n fro n te d  M a r y  B a r n e s  at th e  e n d  o f  e a c h  o f  h e r jo u r n e y s ’ , an d  th e  vvhole 

h o u s e h o ld  b e c a m e  c a u g h t  u p  in  e q u a lly  re a l g r i e f  a n d  su ffer in g . S o  m u c h  so 

th a t  A a r o n  E ste rso n  vvas d r iv e n  b a c k  to th e  o ld  m e th o d s  o f  a u th o r ity  and  

su g g e s tio n : M a r y  vvas li te r a lly  s ta r v in g  h e r s e lf  to  d e a th , a n d  h e  firm ly  fo r b a d e  

h e r to  c o n tin u e  h e r  fast.

S o m e  y e a r s  b e fo r e h a n d , a C a t h o l ic  p r ie s t  h a d  e q u a lly  firm ly  fo r b id d e n  h e r 

to m a s tu r b a te , te llin g  h er, so  sh e  sa id , th a t it vvas an  e ven  g r a v e r  sin  th a n  to 

s leep  vvith a  b o y fr ie n d . T h is ,  to o , vvas c o m p le te ly  s u c c e ssfu l. B u t , s u r e ly , th is  

re tu rn  to a u th o r ity  a n d  s u g g e s tio n  is the ın e v ita b ie  a c c o m p a n im e n t  o f  su c h  a 

te c h n iq u e  o f  to ta l re g re s s io n . S u d d e n ly , sh e  is tu rn e d  avvay fro m  th e  v e r y  e d g e  

o f  d e a th  b y  a ‘p o lic e m a n - fa th e r ’ m a te r ia liz in g  fro m  th e  sh adovvs. T h e  

I m a g in a r y , e s p e c ia lly  th a t  o f  th e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t , is n o  so rt o fd e fe n c e  a g a in s t  

so c ia l re p ressio n : on  th e  c o n tr a r y , it u n c o n s c io u s ly  in v ite s  it.

O n e  o f  the m o st v a lu a b le  le sso n s fro m  th is b o o k  is p e rh a p s  th a t  it  shovvs 

hovv illu s o ry  it is to seek  to  re d is c o v e r  sh e e r, u n m ix e d  d es ire  b y  s e tt in g  o ff  to 

fin d  k n o ts  b u rie d  in th e  u n c o n s c io u s  o r h id d e n  c lu e s  o f  in te rp re ta tio n . T h e r e  

is n o  m a g ic a l e ffect v vh ereb y th e  tra n s fe re n c e  ca n  d is e n ta n g le  th e  re a l 

m ic ro -p o lit ic a l c o n flic ts  th a t  im p ris o n  p e o p le , n o  m y s te r y , n o  o th e r  vvorld 

b e h in d  th is  o n e . T h e r e  is n o th in g  to  d is c o v e r  in th e  u n c o n sc io u s: th e  

u n c o n sc io u s  h a s  stili to  b e  c o n s tru c te d . I f  the O e d ip u s  in th e  tra n s fe re n c e  fa ils  

to re s o lv e  the fa m ilia l O e d ip u s , it is b e c a u s e  it re m a in s  p r o fo u n d ly  a tta c h e d  to 

the fa m ilia liz e d  in d iv id u a l.

A lo n e  on  th e  c o u c h  o r  in a g r o u p , in  a p la n n e d  re g r e s s io n , th e  ‘n o rm a l-  

n e u r o t ic ’ (y o u  a n d  I) o r  th e  p s y c h ia tr is t ’s n e u r o tic  (w h o  is ‘ m a d ’) c o n tin u e s  

ö v er a n d  ö v e r  a g a in  to  d e m a n d  th e  O e d ip u s . P s y c h o a n a ly s ts , vvhose e n tire  

tra in in g  a n d  p r a c t ic e  h a v e  filled  th em  to th e  e y e b a lls  vvith the re d u c tio n is t  

d ru g  o f  in te r p r e ta tio n , c a n  d o  n o  o th e r  th a n  r e in fo r c e  th is f la tte n in g -o u t  o f  

d esire: tra n s fe re n c e  is a  te c h n iq u e  fo r d is p la c in g  th e  in v e stm e n ts  o f  d es ire . 

F a r  fro m  m o d e r a t in g  th e  ru sh  tovvards d e a th , it  seem s a c tu a lly  to a c c e le r a te  

it, g a th e r in g  to g e th e r  th e  ‘ in d iv id u a te d ’ O e d ip a l  e n e r g ie s  as in a  c y c lo tr o n , in  

vvhat J o e  B e r k e  c a lls  ‘ th e  v ic io u s  sp ira l o f  p u n is h m e n t-a n g e r - g u ilt -p u n is h -  

m en t’ . I t  c a n  o n ly  le a d  to  c a s tr a t io n , r e n u n c ia tio n  a n d  s u b lim a tio n  -  a  

sh o d d y  k in d  o f  a s c e d c is m . T h e  o b je c ts  o f  c o lle c t iv e  g u ilt  su c c e e d  o n e  a n o th e r , 

a c c e n tu a tin g  th e  s e lf-d e s tr u c tiv e , p u n it iv e  im p u ls e s  b y  c o u p lin g  th em  vvith a 

real re p r e s s io n  c o m p o se d  o f  a n g e r , je a lo u s y  a n d  fear.

G u ilt  b e c o m e s  a  s p e c if ic  fo rm  o f  th e  lib id o  -  a c a p ita lis t  E ro s  -  vvhen it



e n ters  in tc  c o n ju n c tio n  vvith the d e -te rr ito r ia liz e d  flu x e s  o f  c a p ita lis m . I t  then  

fin d s a  nevv vvay o u t, a  n o v e l so lu tio n , o f  th e  lim ita tio n s  im p o se d  b y  th e  fa m ily , 

th e  m e n ta l h o s p ita l, p s y c h o a n a ly s is . I s h o u ld n ’ t h a v e  d o n e  it, vvhat I d id  vvas 

vvron g, a n d  th e  m o re  vvron g I feel it to b e , th e  m o re  I w a n t to d o  it, b e c a u s e  it 

m a k es  m e e x is t  in  th e  in te n s ity  z o n e  o f  g u ilt . H o vvever, th a t zo n e , in ste a d  o f  

b e in g  e m b o d ie d , lin k e d  to  th e  b o d y  o f  th e  s u b je c t, h is eg o , his fa m ily , takes 

p o sse ssio n  o f  th e  in stitu tio n : fu n d a m e n ta lly , th e  re a l bo ss a t K in g s le y  H a il 

vvas M a r y  B a rn e s . A n d  sh e  knevv it. E v e r y th in g  r e v o lv e d  a ro u n d  h e r. B u t 

vvh ereas sh e  vvas o n ly  p la y in g  a t O e d ip u s , th e  o th e r s  vvere tied  h a n d  an d  foot 

in a  c o lle c tiv e  O e d ip a lis m .

O n e  d a v  J o e  B e rk e  d e s c r ib e s  fin d in g  h e r  c o v e re d  in  sh it a n d  so b b in g : ‘Y o u  

h a v e  to h a n d  it to M a r y . S h e  is e x tr a o r d in a r ily  c a p a b le  o f  c o n ju r in g  u p  

e v e r y o n e ’s fa v o u r ite  n ig h tm a re  a n d  e m b o d y in g  it fo r th e m .’ A t  K in g s le y  

H a i l,  th en , th e  tra n s fe re n c e  vvas n o  lo n g e r  c o n ta in e d  b y  th e  a n a ly s t  -  it vvas 

g e t t in g  avvay in a li d ire c tio n s  a n d  b e c o m in g  a  th re a t e v e n  to the 

p s y c h o a n a ly s t  h im se lf . A t  th a t m o m e n t th e  ties o f  a n a ly s is  vvere a lm o st 

b ro k e n  fo r g o o d , a n d  th e  d e s ir in g  in te n s itie s , th e  ‘p a r t ia l o b je c ts ’ , a lm o st 

follovved  th e ir  ovvn lin es o f  fo rc e  a n d  c e a s ed  to  be d o g g e d  b y  sy ste m s o f  

in te rp re ta tio n  as c o r r e c tly  c o d ifie d  b y  th e  so c ia l g r id s  o f  the ‘d o m in a n t 

r e a lit y ’ .

W h y  d id  B e rk e  m a k e  s u c h  a  d e s p e ra te  a tte m p t  to  re u n ite  th e  sc a tte r e d  

m u lt ip lic ity  o f  M a r y ’s ‘e x p e r im e n t ’ vvith d is s o lv in g  h e r eg o  a n d  a tte m p t 

to  let h e r n e u ro s is  b re a k  th ro u g h ?  W h y  th is  re tu rn  to  the p o les  o f  th e  fa m ily , to 

th e  u n ity  o f  th e  p e rs o n , p r e v e n tin g  M a r y  fro m  o p e n in g  o u t to a  vvhole so c ia l 

fie ld  o u ts id e  h e r s e lf  vvhich  m ig h t h a v e  p r o v e d  so  revvard in g? ‘T h e  in it ia l 

p ro c e s s  o f  h e r  c o m in g  to g e th e r  vvas a k in  to m y  tr y in g  to  p u t  to g e th e r  a  jig sa vv  

p u z z ie  vvith ou t h a v in g  a li th e  p ie ce s . O f  th o se  p ie c e s  vvhich vvere a b o u t, m a n y  

h a d  h a d  th e ir  ta b s  c u t  o f f  a n d  th e ir  s lo ts  b a r r ic a d e d . S o  it vvas n ig h  on  

im p o s s ib le  to  te li vvhat vvent vvhere. T h e  p u z z ie , o f  co u rse , vvas M a r y ’ s 

e m o tio n a l life . T h e  p ie c e s  vvere h e r  th o u g h ts , h e r  a c tio n s , h e r a s s o c ia tio n s , 

h e r d re a m s , e te . ’

H ovv c a n  it b e  p ro v e d  th a t  th e  s o lu tio n  fo r M a r y  B a rn e s  r e a llv  la y  in th e  

d ire e tio n  o f  a n  in fa n tile  re g res s io n ?  O r  th a t  th e  o rig in  o f  h e r p r o b le m s  rose 

fro m  d is tu r b a n c e s  o r  b lo c k a g e s  in  th e  C o m m u n ic a tio n s  sy ste m s o f  h e r fa m ily  

vvhen sh e  vvas a  c h ild ?  W h y  n o t ta k e  a  lo o k  a t vvhat vvas g o in g  o n  elsevvhere? In  

fa c t , it  c a n  b e  seen  th a t  a li th e  d o o rs  o p e n in g  to  th e  vvorld o u ts id e  vvere firm ly  

s h u t a g a in s t  h e r  vvhen sh e  tr ie d  to g o  th ro u g h  th em ; c o n s e q u e n tly , vvhat sh e  

fo u n d  o u ts id e  vvas a lm o s t  c e r ta in ly  a  fa m ilia lis m  e v e n  m o re  re p re s s iv e  th a n  

th a t  o f  h e r  c h ild h o o d  e x p e r ie n c e . P e rh a p s  th e  u n fo rtu n a te  M r  a n d  M r s  

B a r n e s  vvere o n ly  u n c o n s c io u s ly  re fle e tin g  th e  v io le n t  sto rm  o f  re p res s io n  th at 

vvas g o in g  on  o u ts id e . M a r y  h a d  n o t b e c o m e  ‘ f ix a te d ’ a t  h e r  c h ild h o o d  -  sh e
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h a d  n e v e r  fo u n d  the vvay o u t! H e r  d e s ire  fo r a re a l vvay o u t  vvas too p ovverfu l, 

too  d e m a n d in g  to  y ie ld  to a n y  e x te rn a l c o m p ro m ise s .

T h e  first tro u b le  s ta rte d  a t  sc h o o l. ‘ S c h o o l vvas v e r y  d a n g e r o u s .’ S h e  sat 

p a r a ly s e d , te rr ifie d  on  h e r  c h a ir ;  sh e  fo u g h t vvith h e r te a c h e r. ‘ M o s t  th in g s  at 

sc h o o l vvorried  m e . . S h e  o n ly  p r e te n d e d  to re a d , to  sin g , to  d r a w  -  y e t  h e r 

d e s ire  vvas to  b e  a vvriter, a jo u r n a l is t ,  a  p a in te r , a  d o c to r. O n e  d a y  it vvas 

e x p la in e d  to  h e r th a t a li th is  vvas a vvay o f  vvish in g sh e  c o u ld  b e  a  m a n . ‘ I felt 

a s h a m e d  th a t I vvanted  to b e  a  d o c to r . I knovv th is s h a m e  vvas b o u n d  u p ’ -  a n d  

h ere  th e  in te r p re ta tıo n is m  g e ts  g o in g  -  ‘ vvith th e  e n o rm o u s  g u ilt  1 h a d  in 

c o n n e c tio n  vvith m y  d e s ire  to  b e  a  b o y . E v e r y th in g  m a s c u lin e  in  m y s e lfm u s t  

be h id d e n , b u rie d  in s e c r e t . ’

P r ie s ts  a n d  p o lic e m e n  o f  e v e r y  k in d  vvere u sed  to m a k e  h e r feel g u ilty  a b o u t 

e v e r y th in g  a n d  n o th in g , a n d  e s p e c ia lly  a b o u t  m a s tu rb a t in g . W h e n  sh e  

b e c a m e  re s ig n e d  to b e in g  a  n u rse  r a th e r  th a n  a  d o c to r  a n d  jo in e d  th e  a r m y , it 

vvas y e t  a n o th e r  d e a d  e n d . A t  o n e  m o m e n t sh e  vvanted  to  g o  to R u s s ia , 

b e c a u s e  sh e  h a d  h e a rd  th a t th ere , ‘vvom en vvith b a b ie s  an d  n o  h u s b a n d s  vvere 

q u ite  a c c e p te d ’ . W h e n  sh e  d e te rm in e d  to e n te r  th e  c o n v e n t, th ere  vvere 

d o u b ts  as to h e r  r e ü g io u s  fa ith : ‘ W h a t  b r o u g h t  y o u  in to  the C h u r c h ? ’ N o  

d o u b t  th e  p r ies ts  vvere r ig h t  -  h e r  vvish fo r s a n c tity  vvas s u sp e c t. F in a lly  sh e 

en d e d  u p  in th e  m e n ta l h o s p ita l, a n d  e ven  th ere  sh e  vvas p r e p a re d  to  d o  

s o m e th in g , to d e d ic a te  h e r s e lf  to  o th e rs . O n e  d a y  sh e  b ro u g h t a  b u n c h  o f  

flovvers to a  s is te r  in  th e  N u r s e s ’ H o m e , a n d  h e a rd  h e r s e lfs a y in g , ‘Y o u  sh o u ld  

n o t b e  h e re !’ T h e r e  s e e m e d  n o  e n d  to th e  so c ia l tra u m a s , th e  b e a t in g  sh e 

re c e iv e d . H a v in g  b e c o m e  a  n u rse , sh e  vvas to ld  sh e  c o u ld  n o t s tu d y  for a 

h ig h e r  q u a lif ic a t io n .

F ro m  th e  first, vvhat in te re s te d  M a r y  B a rn e s  vvas n o t the fa m ily  -  it vvas 

s o c ie ty . B u t  e v e r y th in g  b r o u g h t  h e r  b a c k  to th e  fa m ily ; sa d  to sa y , e v e n  h e r  life 

at K in g s le y  H a il!  S in c e  th e  fa m ilia lis t  in te r p re ta tio n  vvas th e  g a m e  th e y  lik ed  

p la y in g  th ere , a n d  s in c e  sh e  lo v e d  th em  so m u c h , sh e  vvas re a d y  to p la y  it  vvith 

th em . A n d  hovv w e ll sh e  p la y e d  it! T h e  r e a l a n a ly s t  a t  K in g s le y  H a il  vvas 

herself; sh e  g o t the fu lle st  m ile a g e  o u t  o f  a li th e  n e u r o tic  p o s s ib ilitie s  o f  the 

p ro jec t, a li the u n d e r ly in g  p a r a n o ia  o f  h e r K in g s le y  H a i l  fa th e r  a n d  m o th e r. 

In d e e d , M a r y ,  th e  m is s io n a r y , m a y  w e ll h a v e  c o n tr ib u te d  to  h e lp in g  th e  

a n t i-p s y c h ia tr is ts  to r e c o g n iz e  th e  r e a c t io n a ry  im p lic a tio n s  o f  th e ir  p sy c h o - 

a n a ly t ic  p o s tu la te s .
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M o n e y  fu n e tio n s  as a m is le a d in g  e q u iv a le n t , in  th e  sen se  th a t th e  v a lu e  th a t it 

re p re s e n ts  o r  c ry s ta lliz e s  d e p e n d s  on  th e  p o s itio n  o n e  o c c u p ie s  in th e  p r o d u c ­

tio n  s y ste m . T o  th o se  w ie ld in g  povver in a  s y ste m  b ased  on the e x tr a c tio n  o f  a 

s u r p lu s -v a lu e  m o n e y  m ea n s  s o m e th in g  q u ite  d iffe re n t fro m  w h a t  it m ea n s to 

th o se  s e llin g  th e ir  la b o u r . I t  c r y s ta lliz e s  b o th  a vvay o f  o r g a n iz in g  e x p lo ita tio n  

a n d  a  s y ste m  fo r d is g u is in g  th e  c la ss  s tru g g le . 11 d ete rm in e s  n ot o n ly  p e o p le ’s 

s tr u c tu ra l p o s itio n s  vvith in  p r o d u c tio n , b u t a lso  the n a tu r e  o f  th e  p r o d u e tio n s  

e n c o d e d  in th e  sy ste m .

T h e  c o n te n t o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  e n c o d in g  h a s  c h a n g e d  as a n d  vvhen th ere  h as 

b een  a  re d u e tio n  o f  p ro fit  le v e ls  in a vvhole seri es o fs e c to r s  o f  p r o d u c tio n . T h e  

S ta te  h as  b e en  fo rced  to  ta k e  ö v e r  from  p r iv a te  c a p ita lis m , in  th e  sy ste m  o f  

n a t io n a l in s u r a n c e  a n d  p e n sio n s , fo r in s ta n c e , in ta k in g  ö v e r  d ir e c t ly  the 

c o n tro l o f  p u b lic  s e rv ic e s , o r  in fie ld s vvhere th e  p re s e r v a tio n  o f  a  m in im u m  o f  

so c ia l o rd e r  re q u ire s  su c h  in stitu tio n s  as s o c ia l s e c u r ity , a  h e a lth  se rv ic e , ete. 

I t  is p r e c is e ly  th o se  p r o d u e tio n s  th a t a re  n o t s tr ic t ly  p a rt o f  th e  b i-p o la r  

re la tio n  o f  e x p lo ita t io n  th a t  b e c o m e  in a  sen se  d e v a lu e d . I t  g o e s  vvith out 

s a y in g , fo r  e x a m p le , th a t  th e  vvork th a t  g o e s  in to  p r o d u c in g  ravv m a te r ia ls  or 

m a n u fa c tu r e d  g o o d s  in  a n  u n d e r-d e v e lo p e d  c o u n tr y  is d iffe re n t fro m  the 

e q u iv a le n t  vvork in  a  r ic h  a re a . T h e  s a m e  g o es  fo r  th e  vvork in  k e y  se c to rs  o f  

c a p ita lis t  p r o d u c tio n  as c o m p a r e d  vvith vvork in  slovver se cto rs  (lik e  co a l 

m in in g ) o r, vvorse s tili, vvork vievved  as to ta l ly  vvorth less (th e  jo b s  th a t  g iv e  

m e n ta l p a tie n ts  o r  p r is o n e rs  so m e th in g  to  d o ).

W e  h a v e  th erefo re  to  e s tim a te  vvhat m o n e y  re p resen ts  in th e  a n a ly t ic  

e x c h a n g e  -  o r, r a th e r , p s e u d o -e x c h a n g e , fo r th e re  is n o  re a l e x c h a n g e  o f  

s e rv ic e s  betvveen  a n a ly s t  a n d  a n a ly s a n d . T h e r e  a re  tvvo so rts  o f  vvork in- 

v o lv e d : th e  a n a ly t ic a l vvork o f  th e  p a tie n t, a n d  th e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t ’ s vvork o f  

lis te n in g  a n d  s iftin g . It is a c tu a lly  q u ite  vvron g fo r th ere  to be a n y  flovv o f  

m o n e y  fro m  o n e  to  th e  o th e r . In  a  d iffe re n t so c ia l sy ste m  vvhich vievved th ese  

tvvo so rts  o f  vvork in  th e  s a m e  w a y  as a n y  o th e r  fo rm  o f  p r o d u c tio n , th e  a n a ly s t  

a n d  th e  a n a ly s a n d  s h o u ld  b o th  b e  p a id , ju s t  as th e  s o c ia l d iv is io n  o f  la b o u r  

d ic ta te s  th a t  n o t o n ly  s h o u ld  fa c to r v  vvork b e  p a id , b u t vvork in  o ffice s  a n d

i . In te r v e n tio n  a t  t h e C o n g r e s s o f t h e  P a r is  F r e u d ia n  S c h o o l h e id  in A ix -e n -P r o v e n c e , M a y  19 7 1 . 

P u b lis h e d  in  Lettres d i  Vecolefreudienne, 9.



r e s e a rc h  la b o ra to r ie s  as w e ll.  O n e  ca n  h a r d ly  im a g in e  u n sk ille d  w o rk e rs  

h a v iı ıg  to p a y  th e  d e s ig n e rs  vvho p la n  w h a t  th e y  p ro d u c e ! B u t  o f  c o u rse  th is  is 

a li p a rt  o f  th e  s y ste m  o f  e x tr a c t in g  th e  s u rp lu s -v a lu e . YVhen th e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t  

is p a id , h e is in fa c t reproducing a  ce rta in  p ro c e s s  o f  c r u s h in g  th e  p a tie n t  to 

a d a p t  h im  o n to  th e  p e r s o n o lo g ic a l p o les  o f  c a p ita lis t  s o c ie ty . H ovv c o u ld  it be 

o th ervvise  vvhen a p s y c h o a n a ly s t  sees p a tie n ts  vvhose p o s itio n  in  th e  fa m ily  

s tru c tu r e  p r e v e n ts  th e ir  h a v in g  a n y  p e rs o n a l ro le  in th e  flu x  o f  m o n e y  -  vvhat 

A la in  C o tt a  d e s c r ib e s  as th e  ro ta tio n  o f ‘ fa m ily  c a p it a l ’2 -  o r  d ir e c t ly  ta k in g  

p a rt  in th e  c y c le  o f  c a p ita lis t  p r o d u c tio n  (vvives, fo r in s ta n c e , vvho go ' in to  

a n a ly s is  vvhich  th e ir  h u s b a n d s  p a y  for, o r c h ild re n )?  U n le s s  th ere  is  so m e  

s y ste m  o f  fu n d in g  o u t  o f  ta x e s  a n d  c o n tr ib u tio n s , o r a n  a llo vvan ce  p a id  b y  

so m e  th ird  b o d y , th e ir  a n a ly t ic a l p r o d u c tio n  -  vvhich sh o u ld  in fa c t b e  c la sse d  

as a vvork o f  e d u c a t io n  (in  th e  vvidest sen se) o f  th e  c o lle c tiv e  la b o u r  fo rce  -  is 

e x p lo ite d  p r o d u c tio n . In  th e  a n a ly t ic a l r e la tio n s h ip , the s tru c tu re s  o f  s o c ia l 

a lie n a tio n  vvithin th e  fa m ily  a re  tra n s p o se d  a n d  re p r o d u c e d : th e  fa m ily  is 

u sed  as s ta g in g  p o st. In  a s  m u c h  as th e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t  fin d s h im s e lf  h a v in g  to 

be p a id  in th is vvay, h e is im p lic it ly  s a n c tio n in g  a vvay o f  u s in g  the s tru c tu re s  o f  

the fa m ily  as an  in s tru m e n t to c ru sh  d es ire  p r o d u c tio n  a n d  p ress it in to  the 

s e rv ic e  o f  a so c ia l o r d e r  g o v e rn e d  b y  p rofit.

O n  th e  s p e c if ic a l ly  a n a ly t ic  le v e l, it seem s to  m e v ita l to  re c o g n iz e  th at th e  

ch ild  vvho dravvs o r m ak es a  p la s tic in e  m o d e l fo r an a n a ly s t , a n d  th e  vvife vvho 

en ters a n a ly s is  to ‘so lv e  th e  f a m ily ’s p r o b le m s ’ , a re  ta k in g  p a r t  in s o c ia l 

p r o d u c tio n . A t  the u n c o n s c io u s  le v e l, th erefo re , th e  c a p ita lis t  e x tr a c tio n  o f  

s u r p lu s -v a lu e  is r e p r o d u c e d , a n d  in a sen se , e x p a n d e d , in th e  a n a ly t ic  

r e la tio n s h ip . T h e  c la im  o f  a n a ly s is  to  re p r e s e n t a  m ea n s o f  g e tt in g  a t th e  tru th  

sh o u ld  o b lig e  it, first a n d  fo r e m o s t, to d e n o u n c e  itse lf, fo r b y  th e  fa c t  o f  b e in g  

p a id  fo r , it s ta rts  o f f  a  ren evval o f  so c ia l v io le n c e .

A t  th e  v e r y  le a st, i f  th e y  c a r r y  o n  as th ey  a re , a n a ly s ts  sh o u ld  be m a d e  to 

stop  ju s t i fy in g  th e ir  m o n e y  re la tio n s h ip  vvith th e ir  p a tie n ts  on  the g ro u n d s  o f  

som e su p p o s e d  ‘s y m b o lic  o r d e r ’ . O r  e lse  th ey  s h o u ld  a c c e p t  th e  lo g ic  o f  th e ir  

p o s itio n  a n d  s ta te  c le a r ly  th a t, fo r th em , o rd e r  it s e lf  is the r ig h tfu l b asis  o f  a li 

system s o f  s e g re g a tio n . In  m o st ca se s , o f  c o u rse , th ey  a re  u n vvillin g  to  g o  so  

far. L ik e  a n y  o th e r  c a p ita lis t ,  th ey  b e lie v e  th a t  e a r n in g  m o n e y  is p a r t  o f  the 

n o rm al o rd e r  o f  th in g s: ‘ O n e  h as  to  e a rn  a liv in g ! ’ A n d , fro m  a n  a n a ly t ic  p o in t 

o f  vievv, th is m a y  u lt im a te ly  b e  th e  le a s t d a n g e r o u s , b e c a u s e  th e  le a st 

m y s tify in g , a tt itu d e .

2. A la in  C o t ta ,  Theoriegenerale du capital, de la croissance et desfluctuations, D u n o d , r 966.



Psychoanalysis and the Struggles of Desire1

T h e  p r o b le m  fa c in g  th e  vvo rk ers’ r e v o lu t io n a ry  m o v e m e n t is th a t th ere  is a  

d is lo c a t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  a p p a r e n t  re la tio n s  o f  povver at th e  le v e l o f  the class 

s tr u g g le  a n d  th e  re a l d e s ire  in v e s tm e n t o f  th e  m ass o f  the p e o p le .

C a p ita lis m  e x p lo its  th e  İa b o u r c a p a c ity  o f  th e  vvorkin g c la ss  a n d  m a n ip u -  

la tes  th e  re la tio n s  o f  p r o d u c tio n  to its o w n  a d v a n ta g e , b u t it a lso  in s in u a te s  

it s e lf  in to  th e  d e s ire  s y ste m  o f  th o se  it e x p lo its . T h e  re v o lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le  

c a n n o t  th erefo re  be re s tr ic te d  s im p ly  to th e  le v e l o f t h e  apparent s ta te  o f  povver 

re la tio n s . It m u st e x te n d  to  e v e r y  le v e l o f  the d e s ir in g  e c o n o m y  th a t  is 

c o n ta m in a te d  b y  c a p ita lis m  (th e  in d iv id u a l, the c o u p le , th e  fa m ily , the 

sc h o o l, the m ilita n t  g r o u p , m a d n e ss , p r iso n s, h o m o s e x u a lity  o r  vvh atever).

T h e  o b je c ts  a n d  m e th o d s  o f  th e  s tru g g le  vvill v a r y  fro m  on e le v e l to  a n o th e r. 

S u c h  a im s as ‘ F re e d o tn , P e a c e  a n d  P le n ty ’ d e m a n d  p o lit ic a l o rg a n iz a tio n s  

th at c a n  in te rv e n e  in  th e  povver s tr u g g le , th a t  c o m b in e  fo rces  a n d  co n stitu te  

b lo c s . In  th e  n a tu re  o f  th in g s  th ese  o r g a n iz a t io n s  m u st be re p re s e n ta tiv e , 

c o o rd iııa t in g  th e  s tr u g g le  a n d  p r o v id in g  it vvith a s tra te g y  a n d  ta c tic s . O n  the 

o th e r  h a n d , th e  s tr u g g le  a g a in s t  vvhat vve m a y  c a li ‘ m ic ro s c o p ic  fa s c is m ’ -  th e  

fa s c is m  im p la n te d  vvithin d e s ir in g  m a c h in e s  -  c a n n o t be c a rr ie d  on  v ia  

d e le g a te s  o r r e p r e s e n ta tiv e s , b y  id e n tif ia b le  a n d  u n c h a n g in g  b lo c s . T h e  fa ce  

o f  th e  e n e m y  is c h a n g in g  a li th e  tim e: it ca n  be a  fr ien d , a c o lle a g u e , a 

su p e r io r , e ven  o n e se lf. T h e r e  is n e v e r  a  tim e  vvhen y o u  can  be su re  y o u  a re  n o t 

g o in g  to fa il fo r  a  p o lit ic s  s u p p o r t in g  b u r e a u c r a c y  o r p r iv ile g e , in to  a 

p a r a n o ia c  vievv o f  th e  vvorld, a n  u n c o n sc io u s  co llu s io n  vvith th e  e sta b lis h -  

m e n t, a n  in te r n a liz a t io n  o f  so c ia l rep res sio n .

T h e s e  tvvo s tru g g le s  n eed  n o t be m u tu a lly  e x c lu s iv e :

-  T h e  c la ss  s tr u g g le , th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  s tru g g le  for lib e ra tio n , in v o lv e s  the 

e x is te n c e  o fv v a r  m a c h in e s  c a p a b le  o f  s ta n d in g  u p  to the fo rces o f  o p p re ss io n , 

vvhich m ea n s  o p e r a t in g  vvith a  d e g re e  o f  c e n tra lis m , vvith at le a st a  m in im u m  

o f  c o o rd in a tio n ;

- T h e  s tr u g g le  in re la tio n  to  d e s ire  re q u ire s  c o lle c tiv e  a g e n c ie s  to p r o d u c e  a 

c o n tin u a llv  o n g o in g  a n a ly s is , a n d  th e  s u b v e rs io n  o f everyfom  ofpoıtıer, a t e v e ry  

le v e l.

ı . T a lk  g iv e n  at th e  first P s y c h o a n a ly s is  a n d  P o litic s  C o n fe r e n c e , h e ld  in M ila n  o n  7 - 9  M a y  1973 

a n d  p u b lis h e d  b y  F e ltr in e lîi  a n d  b y  £ d it io n s  î 0/18.



It is s u r e ly  a b s ü r d  to h o p e  to  overth ro vv  th e  povver o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  b y  

r e p la c in g  it vvith a  s t r u c tu re  th a t re c o n stitu te s  the form  o f  th a t povver. T h e  

c la s s  s tr u g g le  in R u s s ia , C h in a  a n d  elsevvhere h as  d e m o n s tra te d  th a t , e v e n  

a fte r  th e  povver o f  the b o u r g e o is ie  h a s  b een  b ro k e n , th e  fo rm  o f  th a t povver can  

b e  r e p r o d u c e d  in th e  S ta te , in th e  fa m ily , e ven  in  th e  ra n k s o f  the re v o lu tio n . 

H ovv c a n  vve p r e v e n t c e n tr a liz in g  a n d  b u r e a u c r a t ic  a u th o r ity  fro m  ta k in g  

c h a r g e  o f  th e  c o o r d in a tio n  th a t is n e c e s s a r ily  in v o lv e d  in o r g a n iz in g  a  

r e v o lu t io n a r y  w a r?  T h e  s tr u g g le  as a  vvhole m u st in c lu d e  sta g e s  a n d  in ter- 

m ed ia r ie s . A t  th e  ‘m ic r o s c o p ic ’ le v e l, vvhat m u st h a p p e n , first o f  a li ,  is a  k in d  

o f  d ir e c t  c h a n g e o v e r  to  c o m m u n is m , th e  a b o lit io n  o f  b o u rg e o is  povver 

in th e  se n se  th a t  th a t  povver is e m b o d ie d  in th e  b u r e a u c r a t , the le a d e r  o r th e  

m ilita n t  d e d ic a te d  r e v o lu t io n a r y .

B u r e a u c r a t ic  c e n tr a lis m  h as b een  in tro d u c e d  p e rm a n e n tly  in to  th e  vvork- 

e rs ’ m o v e m e n t in im ita tio n  o f  the c e n tra lis t  m o d e l o f  C a p ita l .  C a p it a l  

s u p e rv ise s  a n d  o v e r -e n c o d e s  p r o d u c tio n  b y  c o n tro ll in g  the flo w  o f  m o n e y  an d  

vvie ld in g  c o e r c iv e  povver ö v e r  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s  a n d  in S ta te  m o n o p o ly  

c a p ita lis m . T h e r e  is a s im ila r  p r o b le m  vvith b u r e a u c r a t ic  s o c ia lism . B u t rea l 

p r o d u c tio n  d o es n o t n e ed  th is  k in d  o f  d ire c tio n  in  th e  le a st -  in  fa c t is b e tte r  

vvithout. T h e  m a jö r  p r o d u c t iv e  m a c h in e s  in in d u s tr ia l so c ie tie s  c o u ld  m a n a g e  

v e r y  vvell vvith ou t su c h  c e n tra lis m . C le a r ly ,  a  d iffe re n t c o n c e p t o f  hovv 

p r o d u c tio n  is re la te d  b o tb  to d is tr ib u tio n  a n d  c o n s u m p tio n , a n d  to tr a in in g  

a nd  re s e a rc h , vvould  s h a tte r  th e  h ie ra r c h ic a l a n d  d e s p o tic  povvers th a t p r e v a il 

vvithin p r e s e n t-d a y  p r o d u c t io n  re la tio n s , a n d  g iv e  free  p la y  to  th e  vvorkers’ 

c a p a c ity  for in n o v a tio n . E v id e n tly , th en , th e  b asis  o f  c e n tra lism  is n o t 

e c o n o m ic  b u t p o lit ic a l. In  th e  vvo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t, too, c e n tra lism  le a d s  to 

the s a m e  so rt o f  s te r ili ty . It m u st b e  a c c e p te d  th a t fa r m o re  e ffe c tiv e  a n d  

b ro a d e r  s tru g g le s  c o u ld  b e  c o o rd in a te d  avvay fro m  b u r e a u c r a t ic  h ead - 

q u a rte rs , b u t o n ly  i f  th e  d e s ir in g  e c o n o m y  o f  the vvorkers c a n  be freed  fro m  

the c o n ta m in a tio n  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is  s u b je c tiv ity  th a t m ak es th em  th e u n c o n ­

sciou s a c c o m p lic e s  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  te c h n o c r a c y  a n d  th e  b u r e a u c ra c y  o f  th e  

vvorkers’ m o v e m e n t.

H e re  vve m u st b e  c a re fu l n o t to  fa il in to  th e  s im p lis tic  tra p  o f  s a y in g  either 

‘d e m o c r a t ic ’ c e n tra lis m , « r a n a rc h is m  a n d  s p o n ta n e is m .

A lte r n a t iv e  m a r g in a l m o v e m e n ts  a n d  c o m m u n itie s  h a v e  a b s o lu te ly  

n o th in g  to  g a in  b y  fa llin g  in to  th e  m y th  o f  a  re tu rn  to th e  p re -te c h n o lo g ic a l 

age, o f ‘ b a c k  to  n a tu r e ’ ; o n  th e  c o n tr a r y , th ey  h a v e  to c o p e  vvith rea l so c ie ty , 

real s e x u a l a n d  fa m ily  re la tio n s h ip s , vvith vvhat is h a p p e n in g  novv. O n  th e  

o th er h a n d , o n e  m u st r e c o g n iz e  th a t th e  o ffic ia l vvorkers’ m o v e m e n t h as  u p  to 

novv re fu sed  to c o n s id e r  hovv fa r  it m a y  b e  c o n ta m in a te d  b y  b o u rg e o is  povver, 

to c o n s id e r  its ovvn in te r n a l c o rr u p tio n . N o r  is th ere  a t p r e s e n t a n y  s c ie n tific  

d isc ip lin e  th a t  c a n  h e lp  it  to  d o  so. N e ith e r  s o c io lo g y , n o r p s y c h o -s o c io lo g y , 

nor p s y c h o lo g y  -  stili less p s y c h o a n a ly s is  -  h as  e x te n d e d  M a r x is m  in to  th is



a re a . F re u d ia n is m , in the g u is e  o f  a S cien ce, sets u p  as its u n q u e stio n e d  n o rm s 

th e  v e r y  th in g s  th a t  p r o d u c e  b o u rg e o is  s u b je c tiv a tio n  -  the m y th  o f  a 

n e c e s s a r y  c a s tra tio ıı o f  d e s ire , in term s o f  th e  O e d ip a i tr ia n g le , a s ig n ify in g  

in te r p re ta tio n  vvhich te n d s to  iso la te  th e  a n a ly s is  fro m  the re a litie s  o f  its so c ia l 

s e ttin g .
I a llu d e d  to th e  p o s s ib ility  o f  a b o lis h in g  th e  te c h n o c r a tic  c e n tra lis m  o f  

c a p ita lis t  p r o d u e tio n , vvhich vvould  be b a se d  on  a d iffe re n t u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  

th e  r e la t io n s h ip  betvveen  p r o d u e tio n , d is tr ib u tio n  a n d  c o n su m p tio n  on the 

o n e  h a n d  a n d  p r o d u e t io n , re se a rc h  a n d  e d u c a tio n  on  the o th er. T h is  vvould 

o b v io u s ly  ten d  to m a k e  a to ta l c h a ııg e  in a tt itu d e s  to  vvork, and  e s p e c ia llv  the 

sp lit  betvveen vvork re c o g n iz e d  as s o c ia lly  u sefu l (re c o g n iz e d  as s o c ia lly  u sefu l 

b y  c a p ita lis m , th a t is, b y  th e  r u lin g  c la ss) a n d  th e  ‘ u se le s s ’ vvork o f  d es ire . A li  

o f  p r o d u e tio n , vvh eth er o f  c o m m e r c ia l v a lu e  o r u se  v a lu e , vvh eth er o f  in d i­

v id u a ls  o r  c o lle c t iv e  b o d ies , is u n d e r  th e  c o n tro l o f  a fo rm  o f  so c ia l o rg a n iz -  

a tio n  th a t  e n fo rc e s  a  c e r ta in  p a tte r n  o f  so c ia l d iv is io n  o fla b o u r . T h e  d is a p p e a r -  

a n c e  o f  c a p ita lis t  c e n tra lis m  vvould  th erefo re  b rin g  vvith it a fu n d a m e n ta i 

re -c a s t in g  o f  p r o d u e tio n  tec.hn iq u es. E v e n  in a s o c ie ty  vvith h ig h ly  d e v e lo p e d  

in d u s tr y  a n d  h ig h ly  d e v e lo p e d  p u b lic  in fo r m a tio n  Services e te ., o n e  can  

c o n c e iv e  o f  d iffe re n t p r o d u e tio n  re la tio n s  th a t vvould n o t be a n ta g o n is t ic  to 

th e  p ro d u e tio n s  o f  d e s ire , o f  a r t, o f  d re a m s, In  o th e r  vvords, th e  q u es tio n  is 

vvh eth er or n o t it is p o s s ib le  to sto p  se e in g  u se  v a lu e  a n d  e x c h a n g e  v a lu e  as 

m u tu a lly  o p p o s e d . T h e  a lte r n a t iv e  o fr e je c t in g  al) c o m p le x  fo rm s o f  p r o d u e ­

tio n  a n d  d e m a n d in g  a  re tu rn  to n a tu r e  m e re ly  re p r o d u c e s  the sp lit betvveen 

th e  d iffe re n t fo rm s o f  p r o d u e tio n  -  d e s ir in g  p ro d u e tio n  an d  p r o d u e tio n  o f  

re c o g n iz e d  so c ia l u tility .
*

R e la tio n s  a m o n g  in d iv id u a ls , g ro u p s  a n d  e la sses  are  b o u n d  u p  vvith th e  vvay 

in d iv id u a ls  a re  m a n ip u la te d  b y  th e  c a p ita lis t  sy ste m . in d iv id u a ls  as su ch  are  

m a n u fa c tu re d  b y  th a t  sy ste m  to sa tisfy  th e  d e m a n d s  o f  its m o d e  o f  p r o d u e ­

tio n . T h e  id e a  th a t  th ere  vvere o r ig in a lly , as th e  b asis  o f  so c ie ty , in d iv id u a ls , 

g r o u p s  o f  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e  form  o ffa m ilie s  a n d  so  on vvas th o u g h t u p  for the 

n e e d s  o f  the c a p ita lis t  s y ste m . In  the h u m a n  s c ie n ce s , e v e r y th in g  th a t h as 

b een  b u iit  u p  a r o u n d  th e  in d iv id u a l a n d  the p r im a c y  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l serv es 

o n ly  to e x te n d  the d ic h o to m y  betvveen  th e  in d iv id u a l a n d  his so c ia l c o n te x t. 

T h e  d iiH cu lty  o n e  c o m e s  u p  a g a in s t , the m o m e n t o n e  tries to g r a p p le  vvith a n y  

s o c ia l r e a lity  -  b e  it la n g u a g e , m a d n e ss  o r  a n y th in g  c o n n e ete d  vvith a n y  rea l 

p ro c e s s  o f  d e s ir in g  p r o d u e tio n  -  is th a t o n e  is n e v e r  d e a lin g  vvith in d iv id u a ls . 

In  as m u ch  as l in g u is tic s , for in s ta n c e , h as  b een  sa tisfie d  to d efin e  its fie ld  in 

te rm s o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a m o n g  in d iv id u a ls , it h a s  to ta lly  m isse d  th e  c o e rc iv e  

a n d  in te g r a tiv e  fu n e tio n s  o f  la n g u a g e . L in g u is tic s  o n ly  s ta rts  to free  it s e lf  from  

b o u rg e o is  id e o lo g y  vvhen it s tu d ie s  th e  p r o b le m s  a r is in g  fro m  c o n n o ta tio n , 

c o n te x t, th e  im p lic it  a n d  a li the tra n s a c tio n s  o f  la n g u a g e  th a t fa il o u ts id e  th is



a b s tr a c t  re la tio n  betvveen  in d iv id u a ls . N o  g r o u p , n o  c la ss  is m a d e  u p  o f  

in d iv id u a ls ;  it is th e  im p rin t  o f  c a p ita lis t  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s  on th e  so c ia l 

d im e n s io n  o f  d es ire  th a t p r o d u c e s  th e  stre a m  o f  u n d iffe re n tia te d  in d iv id u a ls  

n e c e s s a r y  in o rd e r  to in v e ig le  a  vvork fo rce.

D id  th e  e v e n ts  o f  M a y  1968 in F r a n c e  in tro d u c e  a  p o te n tia l c h a n g e  in to  th e  

r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n t, s p e c if ic a l ly  on  th is p o in t  o f  the d e s ir in g  e co n o m y ?  

H a d  s u c h  a  c h a n g e  ta k e n  p la c e , it vvould  h a v e  h a d  c o n s id e ra b le  p o lit ic a l a n d  

so c ia l co n se q u e n c e s! O n e  c a n  o n ly  s a y  th a t , s in c e  th e  re la tiv e  d e c lin e  o f  

S ta lin is m , s in c e  the d e p a r tu r e  o f  a  s ig n if ıc a n t  p r o p o rtio n  o f  y o u n g  vvorkers 

an d  s tu d e n ts  fro m  th e  tra d it io n a l re v o lu t io n a ry  m o d e ls , w e  h a v e  vvitn essed  

n o t a  m a jö r  b re a k  b u t little  b r e a k th ro u g h s  o f  d es ire , litt le  b re a c h e s  in the 

d e s p o tic  s y ste m  th a t  p r e v a ils  in p o lit ic a l o rg a n iz a tio n s .

T h e  d e p r e d a t io n s  o f  M a y  ’68 in  F r a n c e  vvere r e p a ire d  vvith in  a  fevv w e e k s . 

P e r h a p s  n o  m o re  th a n  tvvo. N e v e rth e le s s , it h a d  th e  m o st p ro fo u n d  co n se- 

q u e n c e s , a n d  th ey  a re  stili b e in g  fe lt a t  a li so rts  o f  le v e ls . E v e n  th o u g h  its 

re su lts  a re  n o  lo n g e r  v is ib le  o n  a n a tio n a l s c a le , it is stili g o in g  on  b y  a  k in d  o f  

in filtra tio n  in m a n y  d iffe re n t s itu a tio n s . A  nevv v is io n  h as  b een  b o rn , a  nevv 

a p p r o a c h  to p ro b le m s  o f  re v o lu tio n . B e fo re  ’68, fo r in s ta n c e , it w o u !d  h a v e  

b een  u n th in k a b le  to  s u g g e s t  th a t  th ere  c o u ld  b e  a n y  p o lit ic a l p u rp o s e  in 

c a m p a ig n in g  in  fa v o u r  o f  c o m m o n  c r im in a ls  in p riso n ; it vvould  h a v e  b een  

u n th in k a b le  fo r h o m o s e x u a ls  to d e m o n s tra te  in  th e  stre e ts  in  d efe n c e  o f  th e ir  

p a r t ic u la r  o r ie n ta tio n  o f  d e s ire . T h e  vvom en ’s lib e ra tio n  m o v e m e n t, th e  fig h t 

a g a in s t  re p res s io n  in  p s y c h ia tr y , th ese  a n d  o th e r  m o v e m e n ts  h a v e  a c q u ir e d  

c o m p le te ly  nevv m e a n in g  a n d  m eth o d s. T h u s  it is tru e  th at p r o b le m s  a re  novv 

seen  d ifF eren tly , b u t, e q u a lly , th ere  h as  b een  n o  rea l b re a k . T h is  is u n - 

d o u b te d ly  b e c a u s e  th e r e  is n o  la r g e -s c a le  m a c h in e  fo r  re v o lu t io n a r y  vvar. W e  

h av e  to r e c o g n iz e  th a t  c e rta in  d o m in a n t im a g e s  a re  stili p e r p e tr a t in g  th e ir  

d e s tru c tiv e  effects  e v e n  vvith in  r e v o lu t io n a ry  g ro u p s  th em se lv e s. A  c r it iq u e  o f  

b u r e a u c r a tis m  in th e  t r a d e  u n io n s h as  b e en  b e g u n ; th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  

‘d e le g a tio n  o f  p ovver’ to  th e  v a n g u a r d , a n d  the s y ste m  o f  a ‘d r iv e  b e lt ’ 

c o n n e c tin g  th e  p e o p le  to  th e  p a r ty , th ese  th in g s  h a v e  b een  b ro u g h t in to  

q u es tio n . B u t r e v o lu tio n a r ie s  a re  stili th e  v ic t im s  o f  a  g r e a t  m a n y  o f  the 

p r e ju d ic e s  o f  b o u rg e o is  m o r a lity , a n d  o fr e p r e s s iv e  a tt itu d e s  tovvards d es ire . 

T h is  m a y  p e rh a p s  e x p la in  th e  fa c t th a t in M a y  ’ 68 th ere  vvas n o  s u c h  a tta c k  on 

p s y c h o a n a ly s is  as th ere  vvas o n  p s y c h ia tr y . P s y c h o a n a ly s is  p re s e r v e d  so m e 

a u th o r ity  in  so  fa r  as a n u m b e r  o f  th e  d o g m a s  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  vvere ta k e n  on 

board  b y  th e  m o v e m e n t.

*

T h e  re a l b re a k th ro u g h  vvill o n ly  h a p p e n  o n c e  th ere  is a  nevv a p p ro a c h  to su c h  

p ro b lem s as th e  b u r e a u c r a t is m  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n s , th e  re p res s iv e  a tt itu d e  o f  

re v o lu tio n a ry  m en  tovvards th e ir  vvives a n d  c h ild re n  a n d  th e ir  fa ilu re  to 

u n d e rs ta n d  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  fa t ig u e , n e u ro s is  a n d  d e lu s io n  (it is q u ite  u su a l



for so m e o n e  w h o  ‘ b re a k s  d o w n ’ to be d ism isse d  as ‘ fin is h e d ’ , as o f  n o  m o re  u se 

to  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  i fn o t  a p o s itiv e  d a n g e r  to it) -  o n c e  su ch  p r o b le m s  a re , n ot 

p e rh a p s  a t th e  v e r y  c e n tre  o f  th e ir  p o lit ic a l c o n c e rn s , b u t at le a s t tre a te d  vvith 

the s a m e  se rio u sn e ss  as o r g a n iz a t io n a l p r o b le m s , or the sta n d  th a t m u st be 

m a d e  a g a in s t  b o u rg e o is  povver, o r  m a n a g e m e n t, o r the p o liçe . T h e  b a tt le  is 

o n e  th a t m u st b e  fo u g h t vvith in  o u r  ovvn ra n k s , a g a in s t  o u r  ovvn in te rn a l 

p o liç e . It is n o t ju s t  a  s e c o n d a r y  fro n t, as c e rta in  M a o is ts  h a v e  c o n te n d e d , a 

s u p p o r t in g  a c t io n , 'a  m a r g in a l o p e ra tio n . A s  İon g as th ere  re m a in s  a  d ic h o t-  

o m y  betvveen th e  b a tt le  o n  the c la ss  fro n t a n d  the b a tt le  on  th e  fr o n t o f  d es ire , 

a li fo rm s o f  c o -o p tio n  w il! stili b e  p o s s ib le . S ig n ific a n t ly , a fte r M a y  ’68, m o st 

r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n ts  fa ile d  to g ra s p  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  w e a k  lin k  th at 

h a d  b e c o m e  a p p a r e n t  d u r in g  th e  s tu d e n t s tru g g le . Q u ite  s u d d e n ly , stu d e n ts  

a n d  y o u n g  vvorkers ‘ fo r g o t ’ th e  re s p e c t  th a t vvas d u e  to  th e  su p e r io r  kno vvledge 

a n d  povver o f  te a c h e rs , fo rem e n , m a n a g e r s , ete. T h e y  b ro k e  avvay fro m  th e  o ld  

su b m is s io n  to th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  p a st a n d  in tro d u c e d  an  e n tire ly  nevv a p p ro a c h . 

B u t  th e  vvhole th in g  vvas la b e lle d  s p o n ta n e is m , in  o th e r  vvords a tra n s it io n a l 

m a n ife s ta tio n  th a t m u st b e  left b e h in d  fo r a ‘ s u p e r io r ’ p h a s e , m a rk e d  b y  the 

s e tt in g -u p  o f  c e n tr a lis t  o rg a n ız a t io n s . D e s ir e  s u rg e d  u p  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le ; it 

vvas n o te d , b u t e x p e c te d  to q tıie te n  a n d  a c c e p t  d is c ip lin e . N o  o n e  re a liz e d  th at 

th is  nevv fo rm  o f  re v o lt  vvould  in fu tu re  b e  in s e p a r a b le  fro m  a li fu rth e r  

e c o n o m ic  a n d  p o lit ic a l  s tru g g le s .

*

W h e n  I ta lk  o f  M a r x is m  a n d  F r e u d ia n is m , I h a v e  in m in d  a p a r t ic u la r  vvay in 

vvhich  th e  te x ts  o f  M a r x  a n d  F r e u d  a re  tre a te d . F ro m  o n e  p o in t o f  vievv, 

F r e u d ia n is m  m u st be d e fin e d  as r e a c t io n a r y  in a li its so c ia l s ta n c e s , a li its 

a n a ly s e s  o f  re la tio n s  betvveen  the in d iv id u a l a n d  the fa m ily , vvhile e ven  

M a r x is m  re m a in s  g e n e r a lly  in a d e q u a te  in its tre a tm e n t o f  th e  p ro b le m s 

re la te d  to d es ire . T h is  d o e s  n o t m ea n , hovvever, th a t th ere  is n o m o re  to be 

sa id  a b o u t  th e  te x ts  o f  F re u d  a n d  M a r x .

T h e  q u es tio n  is ju s t  vvhat u se to m a k e  o f  th em . A s  vvith e v e ry  th eo ry , th ere  

a re  tvvo vvays in  vvhich  th ey  c o u ld  b e  u sed . T h e  te x t  can  be u sed  as a  m ea n s  o f  

id e n tify in g  a n d  i l lu m in a t in g  re a l so c ia l c o n n e c tio n s , th e  lin k s  betvveen  on e 

s tr u g g le  a n d  the n e x t; o r  th e  th e o r y  c a n  b e  u sed  in su ch  a  vvay as to  ta ilo r  

r e a lity  to  fit th e  text.

P e o p le  a re  o ften  v e r y  d o g m a t ic  vvhen th e y  try  to  e x p la in  th e  r e la tio n s h ip  

betvveen M a r x is m  a n d  F r e u d ia n is m . I b e lie v e  th a t th e  o n ly  vvay o u t  o f  this 

b lin d  a lle y  lies in  ta lk in g  as h o n e s tly  as p o s s ib le  a b o u t th e  re a lity  o f  the 

c o n flic ts  -  b u t th ey  m u st b e  e ffe c tiv e  c o n flic ts .

A s  İon g  as vve p r e s e r v e  a c le a r  d iv id in g - lin e  betvveen  p r iv a te  life  a n d  p u b lic  

life, vve sh a ll g e t  n ovvh ere. T o  e la r ify  p o lit ic a l c o m m itm e n ts  a n d  c la ss  

c o m m itm e n ts , vvith o u t m e r e ly  b u r y in g  o n e s e lf  in  a m ass o f  vvords, re q u ire s  

d is c u s s io n  a t  th e  le v e l o f  o n e ’s d a y - to -d a y  a c tiv ity , b e  it th e  a c tiv ity  o f  a



fu ll-tim e  r e v o lu t io n a ry  or a  d o c to r , a c tiv ity  in o n e ’ s fa m ily , o n e ’ s m a r r ia g e  o r 

a n y  o th e r  s itu a tio n .

It  is p e rh a p s  c o n c e iv a b le , i f  c irc u m s ta n c e s  vvere d iffe re n t, th at vve c o u ld  

sta rt  ta lk in g  se r io u s ly  o f  th e  re la tio n  betvveen a  p o litic s  o f  d es ire  a n d  a  p o litic s  

o f  r e v o lu tio n , b u t o n ly  i f  vve vvere p r e p a re d  to b e  to ta lly  h o n est, a n d  i f  n e ed  be, 

tread  on  so m e  p e o p le ’s toes.

A  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  h a v e  in te rv e n e d  d u r in g  th ese  d isc u ss io n s  to stress the 

vievv th a t  th e  p r in c ip a l d ile m m a  fa c in g  us in  o u r p a r t ic u la r  fie ld  is th at 

betvveen a  (re fo rm ist) p o litic s  o f  ‘a lte r n a t iv e  p s y c h ia tr y ’ a n d  a p s y c h ia tr ic  

p o litic s  th a t is r e v o lu t io n a r y  fro m  th e vvord go. T h is  vvould m ea n  th a t th ere  

vvere tvvo ca m p s: on th e  o n e  s id e  vvould be J e r v is 2 a n d  on th e  o th e r  su ch  

e x p e r ie n c e s  as th e  S P K . 3

B u t th e  p r o b le m  is n o t r e a lly  so  s im p le . T h e  c o n flic t  th a t fa ces  us in  try in g  

to c o n te m p la te  a p o lit ic s  o f  d e s ire  c a n n o t be r e str ic te d  to  a s in g le  fro n t; it  is

2. G . J e r v is  is an  I ta lia n  p s y c h ia tr is t ,  a u lh o r  o f  a  cr itic a l  h a n d b o o k  o n  p s y c h ia tr y .

3. A  s o c ia lis t  p a tie n ts ’ c o lle c t iv e  in  H e id e lb e r g . T h e  S P K  vvas m a d e  u p  o f  th e r a p e u t ic  g ro u p s  

co m p ris in g  s o m e  fo rty  p a tie n ts  a t  th e  P o ly c l in ic  o f  H e id e lb e r g  U n iv e r s ity .  T h e s e  p a tie n ts , a n d  th e ir  

d o c to r, D r  H u b e r , c a rr ie d  o u t a  th ^ o retica l a n d  p r a c tic a l  c r i t iq u e  o f  th e  in s titu t io n , a n d  d isc lo se d  

the id e o io g ic a l  fu n c tio n  o f  p s y c h ia tr y  as an  in s tru m e n t o f  o p p re s s io n . T h e i r  vvork so o n  a t lra c te d  

in c r e a s in g o p p o s it io n  fro m  th e  p s y c h ia tr ic  c l i n i c -  its d ir e c to r  d e s c r ib e d  th e g r o u p  as la  c o lle c t iv e  o f  

h a tred  a n d  a g g r e s s io n ’ .

A s  re p re ss io n  in te n s ifie d , so  d id  re s is ta n c e . I t  b e c a m e  im p o s s ib le  t o g e t  r id  o f  th e  S P K  b y  o ffic ia l 

and leg a l m e a n s . In  a s e c r e t  se ss io n , th e  U n iv e r s it y  S e n a te d e c id e d  to c a li  in th e  p o liçe . T h e y  fo u n d  a 

p retex t in J u l y  19 7 1 , w h e n  th e re  vvas a n  e x c h a n g e  o fg u n fi r e  in th e s u b u r b s  o f  H e id e lb e rg . T h is  vvas 

b lam ed  on th e  S P K ,  vvhich c o u ld  th e n  b e  p u t dovvn in th e m o st b r u ta l  vvay. T h r e e  h u n d re d  co p s  vvith 

s u b -m a c h in e  g u n s  fo rc ed  th e ir  vvay in to  th e  S P K  p re m ise s , h e lic o p te rs  fievv ö v e r  th e  c i ty ,  th e  

Bundesgrenzschutz (s p e c ia l  b r ig a d e s )  vvere m o b iliz e d , s e a rc h e s  vvere m a d e  vvith n o  v va rran t, D r  

H u b e r ’s c h ild r e n  ta k e n  as h o sta g e s , p a tie n ts  a n d  d o c to rs  vvere a rre s te d , a n d  th e  a c c u s e d  vvere 

d ru g g e d  to m a k e  th em  a p p e a r  c o o p e r a t iv e . T h e  S P K  th e re u p o n  d e c id e d  to d tsb a n d .

D r  H u b e r  a n d  h is  vvifç s p e n t  s o m e  y e a r s  in p r is o n , in  a n  a lm o s t  to ta l  is o la t io n  vvhich e v e n  a j u d g e  

d e scrib ed  a s  in h u m a n . B y  t re a t in g  th em  first as in s a n e  a n d  th en  a s  te rro rists  (b e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  

resp o n se to  p o liç e  p r o v o c a t io n  t h e y  vvere c o m p a r e d  vvith th e  B a a d e r - M e in h o fg r o u p ) ,  th e y  c o u ld  be 

b ro u g h t b e fo re  a  sp e c ia l  t r ib u n a l o p e r a tin g  o n  N a z i p r in c ip le s .

T h e  d e fe n c e  vvas p a ra ly s e d . O n e  o f  th e  lavvyers, E b e r h a r d t  B e c k e r , vvas a c c u s e d  o f  c o m p lic ity ,  

and c h a r g e d . A n o t h e r , J o r g  L a n g , vvas im p riso n e d . A li th e  lavvyers vvho su p p o rte d  th em  vvere 

h a rasse d  a n d  re m o v e d  b y  o n e  m e a n s  o r  a n o th e r . L a vv ye rs  vvere a p p o in te d  vvho o n ly  s a w  th e  

d o c u m e n ts  in  th e c a se  a  fo r tn ig h t  b e fo re  it o p e n e d , vvh ereas th e p ress  h a d  h a d  th em  fro m  th e  first. 

T h e  a c c u s e d  re je c te d  th e ir  s e rv ic e s .

O n  7 N o v e m b e r  19 72 , t h e d a y  th e  tria l o p e n e d  in  K a r ls r u h e , th e  th re e  a c c u s e d  vvere b r o u g h t  in  on  

stretch ers (tvvo betvveen  th e th re e  o f  th e m ), tied  h a n d  a n d  foot. T h e  H u b e r s , vvho h a d  n o t seen  o n e  

a n o th er fo r  fifteen  m o n th s , vvere b u llie d  a n d  v io le n tly  s e p a r a t e d ,a n d  f in a lly  e x p e lle d  fro m  t h e c o u r t ,  

a lo n g  vvith H a u s n e r , th e  th ird  d e fe n d a n t. H a l f  o f  th o se  p resen  t vvere p la in -c lo th e s  p o lice m e n . P a r t  o f  

the rest vvere a ls o  e x p e lle d  a f t e r o n e  y o u n g m a n  re a d  o u t  a s ta te m e n t  o f in te m a t io n a l  s o lid a r itv  vvith 

the a c c u se d . H e , ev e n  b e fo re  h e  h a d g o t  o u ts id e  th e c o u rt  b u ild in g , vvas a rre s te d , a b u s e d , b e a te n  u p  

and left vvithou t m e d ic a l  a t te n tio n  fo r h o u rs. A  m e d ic a l  c e r t if ic a te  la te r  issu e d  b y  K a r ls r u h e  h o sp ita l 

d e scrib ed  s e v e r e  d a m a g e , s o m e  to th e sk u ü .



not j  ust a  m a tte r  o f  c a p ita lis m  v e r s u s  the vvorkin g c la ss . I b e lie v e  th at a m ass 

o f  nevv fro n ts  vvill h a v e  to be o p e n e d  as th e  vvorkin g c la ss  a n d  th e  o r g a n iz a ­

tions o f  th e  vvo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t b e c o m e  c o n ta m in a te d  b y th e  s u b je c tiv ity  o f  

th e  r u lin g  c la ss . I t  n e ed s m o re  th a n  ‘g o in g  o u t  to  th e  vvorkers’ a n d  q u o tin g  

fro m  th e  r ig h t  a u th o rs  to  r id  o n e s e lf  o f  b o u rg e o is  in flu e n c e  in th e  sp h e re  o f  

d e s ire . In  th is se n se , o n e  c a n n o t ( a s j e r v i s  h as) id e n tify  th e  sta te d  in te re sts  o f  

the vvorkers vvith th e ir  d e s ire . T h e  in te re sts  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  vvorkin g c la ss , for 

in s ta n c e , m a y  b e  o b je c t iv e ly  fa sc is t  in  te n d e n c y  fro m  the p o in t o fv ie v v  o f  the 

p o lit ic s  o f  d es ire . T h e  u n io n s ’ fig h t to d efen d  th e  vvorkers’ in te re sts , le g it im a te  

th o u g h  it b e , ca n  a ls o  b e  to ta l ly  re p r e s s iv e  in re la tio n  to th e  d e s ire  o f  a  vvhole 

series o f  o th e r  so c ia l g r o u p s , e th n ic  a n d  se x u a l m in o ritie s , a n d  so on . I b e lie v e , 

fo r e x a m p le , th a t vve m u st n o t d e lu d e  o u rs e lv e s  a s  to the p o s s ib ility  o f  a 

p o lit ic a l a llia n c e  b etvveen  th e  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  v a n g u a r d  vvho c la im  to  h a v e  g o t 

rid  o f  p s y c h ia tr ic  re p r e s s io n , a n d  th e  vvo rk in g -cla ss o r g a n iz a tio n s  th a t exist 

to d a y . T h e  m o d e ls  o f  re p re s s io n  a re  as u n p le a s a n t a m o n g  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts  as 

a m o n g  p o lit ic a l m ilita n ts . T o  g o  a m o n g  the vvorkin g c la ss  is n o t to le a v e  the 

p s y c h ia tr ic  h o s p ita l b u t  m e r e ly  to e n ter  a d iffe re n t so rt o f  p s y c h ia tr ic  h o sp ita l. 

I sp e n t  ö v e r  ten  y e a r s  vvo rk in g  in th e  F re n c h  C o m m u n is t  P a rty , a n d  th a t too 

vvas a k in d  o f  p s y c h ia tr ic  h o s p ita l. I d o  n o t th in k  o n e  can  g o  m e r e ly  b y  s lo g a n s  

a n d  sp e e c h e s  a n d  vvritten  texts  i f  o n e  is to ju d g e  vvh eth er o r n o t a p o s itio n  is 

tr u ly  r e v o lu t io n a r y  fro m  th e p o in t  o fv ie v v  o f  d es ire .

T h e  th e o re tic a l vvritin gs o f  th e  S P K ,  fo r in sta n c e , m a k e  e x c e p tio n a lly  

d o g m a t ic  re a d in g , y e t  th e ir  p o lit ic s  vvere g e n u in e ly  r e v o lu tio n a r y . W h a t  th ey  

d id  shovvs th e  vvay to vvhat m ig h t be tru ly  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  p o lit ic s , an 

e m e rg e n t p o lit ic s  o f  a  m a ss  k in d . H o vvever, th e  S P K  vvas in n o sen se  a  p a rty  

fo r m e d  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  a  p r o g r a m m e  o f  hovv to c o n d u c t  th e  s tru g g le . O n ly  

d u r in g  th e  s tru g g le  d id  th e  in v e s tm e n t o fs u c c e s s iv e  d es ire s  se rv e  to c la r ify  the 

a im s  a n d  m e th o d s  o f  th e  c o n fiic t. T h e  S P K ’s p o litic s  m ig h t ju s t  as e a s ily  h a v e  

b e en  th o se  o f  a n  a lte r n a t iv e  p s y c h ia tr y  -  n o t in the sen se  o f  a n y  re fo rm ist 

c o m p ro m is e , b u t  as an  a lte r n a t iv e  b a se d  on  th e  re a litie s  o f  povver.

A t  p r es en t, in a v e r y  p o o r d is tr ic t  o f  N evv Y o r k , th e  S o u th  B ro n x , b la c k  an d  

P u e rto  R ic a n  g ro u p s  a re  ru n n in g  a d r u g  a d d ic t io n  u n it in L in c o ln  H o s p ita l. 

T h u s  a p o p u la r  m o v e m e n t h a s  ta k e n  ö v e r  th e  fig h t a g a in s t  d ru g -d e p e n d e n c e . 

T h is  is a ls o  a  fo rm  o f  a lte r n a t iv e  p o lit ic s , s in c e  th is  m o v e m e n t h as re p la c e d  

the d r u g  p r o g r a m m e  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r  o f  N evv Y o r k  S ta te . D o c to r s  n o  lo n g e r  

c o m e  in to  th e  u n it, b u t  re m a in  o u ts id e  a n d  a re  c a lle d  u p o n  o n ly  fo r p rofes- 

s io n a l a d v ic e . T h e  u n it  h a s  its  ovvn p o liç e  fo rce , a n d  th e  fa c t  th a t  the 

g o v e r n m e n t  d o es n o t c lo se  it o r  b a n  it, a n d  in d e e d  a c tu a lly  g o es  so  fa r  as to 

s u b s id iz e  it, is b e c a u s e  th e  a c tiv is ts  vvho o r g a n iz e  it a re  s u p p o rte d  b y  the 

b la c k s  a n d  P u e rto  R ic a n s , a n d  a li the lo c a l g a n g s . In  th is  c a se , th en , an 

a lte r n a t iv e  p o lit ic s  is a  p o s s ib ility  b e c a u s e  it is b a se d  on  re a l re v o lu tio n a r y  

c o n flic t. B u t, e q u a lly , it c o u ld  be an  illu s io n  to seek  to p o lit ic iz e  p s y c h ia tr y  if



th e  p o lit ic a l a c tio n  u n d e rta k e n  in  th e  e ffo rt r e m a in s  tied  to tra d it io n a l 

r e p r e s s iv e  a tt itu d e s  to  m a d n e s s  a n d  d es ire .

*

C o u ld  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  b e c o m e  a  fo rce  for p r o g re s s , c o u ld  it  d e v e lo p  in to  a  

‘p e o p le ’s p s y c h o a n a ly s is ’ ? I t  b e a rs  th e  s ta m p  o f  th e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t ’s tr a in in g  

as a  p r iv ile g e d  c a s te  as m u c h  as it e v e r  d id . T h e  e sse n c e  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  is 

stili th a t it is  a  ta u g h t  d is c ip lin e , in it ia t io n  in to  the p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  c a ste . E v e n  

i f a  p s y c h o a n a ly s t  w a n ts  to b e h a v e  lik e  ‘o rd in a r y  p e o p le ’ , h e is stili a  m e m b e r  

o f  th a t  ca ste ; e v e n  i f  h e is n o t p r e a c h in g  h is c o n c e p t o f  the p r o p e r  re la tio n  

betvveen  d e s ire  an d  s o c ie ty , h e is stili r e -e n a c tin g  th e  s a m e  re p res s iv e  p o litic s  

in h is  p r a c t ic e . T h e  p r o b le m , th erefo re , is n o t th a t  his id e a s  a re  m o re  o r less 

vvrong, b u t th a t  h is vvhole vvay o f  vvo rk in g  re p ro d u c e s  th e  e ssen ce  o f  b o u rg e o is  

s u b je c tiv ity . A  m an  vvho sits  on  h is c h a ir  lis te n in g  to  vvhat y o u  sa y , b u t 

s y s te m a t ic a lly  d is ta n c e s  h im s e lf  fro m  vvhat it  is a li  a b o u t , d o e s  n o t e v e n  h a v e  

to try  to  im p o se  h is id e a s  o n  y o u : he is c r e a t in g  a  r e la tio n s h ip  o f  povver vvhich 

le a d s  y o u  to  c o n c e n tr a te  y o u r  d e s ir in g  e n e r g y  o u ts id e  th e  so c ia l te r r ito r y . N o r  

is th is s o m e th in g  p e c u lia r  to  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts  -  it is o n ly  m o re  m a rk e d  h ere  

th an  in th e  o th e r  p ro fe ss io n s  o f  so c ia l co n tro l. W e  fin d  it in th e  te a c h e r  on  his 

ro s tru m , th e  o v e rs e e r  b e h in d  h is g la s s  p a r tit io n , th e  a rm y  o ffice r, th e  c o p , th e  

p s y c h o lo g is t  vvith his b a tte r ie s  o f  tests, th e  p s y c h ia tr is t  in h is b in , e te ., e te. A li  

o f  th e m  in d iv id u a lly  m a y  vvell be v e r y  n ic e  p e o p le . T h e y  m a y  vvell d o  

e v e r y th in g  th e y  ca n  to  h e lp  th o se  th ey  d e a l vvith, y e t  fo r a li th e ir  g o o d  vvill 

each  is c o n tr ib u t in g  in h is ovvn vvay to  c o n d e m n in g  in d iv id u a ls  to lo n e lin e ss  

and  e x t in g u is h in g  th e ir  d e s ire . O f c o u r s e  e v e ry  a tte m p t  is m a d e  to  c u sh io n  th e  

rep ressio n : vvith m o d e rn  te a c h in g  m e th o d s, fo r in s ta n c e , th ey  try  to  e n su re  

th at n o  c h ild  feels a t se a  in a  h u g e  c la ss , n o  c h ild  is te rro r ize d  b y  th e  te a c h e r . 

T h e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t , to o , tries to  m a k e  his te c h n iq u e  g e n t l e r -  a n d  u lt im a te ly  

m ore in s id io u s . H e  d e -g u ts  a n d  n e u tr a liz e s  e v e r y th in g  his p a tie n ts  te li h im , 

thus a d m in is te r in g  a  k in d  o f  s u b je c tiv ity  d ru g . A n d  vvho is to  b la m e  h im  fo r 

that? I f  vve a re  n o t g o in g  to  c o n d e m n  the d ru g s  u se d  b y  ju n k ie s ,  vvhy sh o u ld  

vve c o n d e m n  th e  so rt p e o p le  g o  to  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts  for? T h a t  is n o t th e  p o in t. 

E ve ry o n e  d o e s  his ovvn th in g  as vvell as h e c a n , a n d  e a c h  in h is ovvn vvay p la y s  

a s u p p o rtin g  ro le  as p o lic e m a n  -  as fa th e r  in  th e  fa m ily , as m a le  c h a u v in is t  in 

the c o u p le , as c h ild -ty r a n t  a n d  so o n . N o th in g  is g a in e d  b y  is su in g  c o n d e m n a -  

tions, b y  a n a th e m a t iz in g  th e  b e h a v io u r o f  th is  p e rso n  o r  th at. W h a t  m a tte rs  is 

to p rev e n t th e  vvorkers’ m o v e m e n t fro m  b e in g  c o n ta m in a te d  b y  th e  id e o lo g y  

and m o d e s  o f  s u b je c tiv a tio n  o f  b o u rg e o is  a u th o r ity .

T h e  fa c t  th a t  a  fevv p e o p le  a re  tr y in g  to  in tr o d u c e  ‘ p s y c h o a n a ly s is  fo r the 

people’ is n o t in i t s e lf  v e r y  s e rio u s . W h a t  is s e rio u s , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , is th a t 

those vvho d ire c t  th e  v vo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t, p a rtie s , tra d e  u n io n s , sm a ll le ft 

g ro u p u scu les , a re  c a r r y in g  o n  in  th e ir  ovvn vvay ju s t  lik e  te a c h e rs , o r  

p sy ch o a n a ly sts  -  u lt im a te ly , j u s t  lik e  p o lic e m e n . F ig h t in g  fo r b e tte r  p a y  a n d



c o n d itio n s  is n o t th e  b e -a ll a n d  e n d -a ll. T h e  -vvorking c la ss  a re  th e  p r im e  

v ic t im s  o f  c a p ita lis t  te c h n iq u e s  to m a n ip u la te  d es ire . T h e r e  is in d e e d  a 

p r o b le m  o f  s u ffe r in g  a m o n g  th e  vvorkin g c la ss , b u t th a t p r o b le m  c a n n o t be 

re so lv e d  b y  th e  u se  o fd r u g s ,  o f  v vh ate v er k in d  (sp o rt, T V ,  th e  lo v e -liv e s  o f  the 

fa m o u s , th e  P a r ty  m y s t iq u e , o r v vh ate v er). T h e  o n ly  p o s s ib ility  o f  a  re m e d y  

is fo r th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  vvo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t its e lf  to ta k e  c o n tro l 

o f  th e  vvhole p r o b le m  o f  hovv to lib e r a te  d e s ir e  -  a n d  to  d o  so  vvith ou t a n y  

h e lp  fro m  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts , vvith o u t it s e lf  b e c o m in g  a p s y c h o a n a ly s t , a n d  

vvith o u t re s o r tin g  to a n y  o f  th e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t ’s re p res s iv e  a n d  a lie n a t in g  

te c h n iq u e s .

*

T h e  m o st c o m m o n  fe a tu r e  (vvh ereb y vve c a n  r e c o g n iz e  the ‘O e d ip u s  m e th o d ’ ) 

is a  c e r ta in  te c h n iq u e  o fr e d u c t iv e  re p r e s e n ta tio n . Every s itu a tio n  ca n  b e  fitted  

in to  a s y ste m  o f  r e p r e s e n ta tio n  th a t is e x p re sse d  in a n  a p p a r e n t ly  tr ia n g u la r  

m o d e . I s a y  ‘a p p a r e n t ly ’ , b e c a u s e  s u c h  a  s y ste m  o p e ra te s  fa r  m o re  a lo n g  a 

b in a r y  m o d e , a n d  in d e e d  c o n s ta n t ly  te n d s to b e c o m e  re d u c e d  to a  s in g le  term , 

o r to  v a n is h  a lto g e th e r  in  vvhat I vvould  c a li a  ‘ b la c k -h o le ’ e ffect.

In  th e  b e g in n in g , a  vvhole se rie s  o f  a m b ig u o u s , a m b iv a le n t  n o tio n s m a d e  it 

p o s s ib le  fo r F r e u d ia n is m  to  o p e r a te  q u ite  u n lik e  a m eth o d  c lo se d  in u p o n  

itse lf. B u t  its  c e n tra l d is c o v e r ie s , a li th a t  g a v e  u tte r a n c e  to d e s ire  a n d  c a u se d  

su c h  s c a n d a l a t th e  tim e , h a v e  s in ce  th en  b een  lo st. T h is  is n o t th e  p la c e  to 

tra c e  th e  h is to r y  o f  th a t  c lo s in g -in  -  vvhich is in  fa c t th e  h is to ry  o f  

p s y c h o a n a ly s is  itse lf, n o t e x c lu d in g  its m o st re c e n t s tr u c tu r a lis t  d e v e lo p -  

m en ts.

I vvill ta k e  o n e  e x a m p le : its a tt itu d e  to the p ro cesses  o f  th e  u n c o n sc io u s . It 

r e c o g n iz e d  a t  firs t  th a t  th e s e  vvere n o t d ia le c t ic a l, th a t  th ey  n o  m o re  in v o lv e d  

: n e g a t io n  th a n  th e y  d id  th e  n e g a tio n  o f  n e g a tio n . T h e  u n c o n s c io u s  is vvholly 

p o s itiv e , a  m a c h in e  o f  flu x e s  a n d  in te n s itie s  n o t d e te rm in e d  o r c o n tro lle d  by 

th e  sy ste m s o f  r e p r e s e n ta tio n  p r o je c te d  o n to  it b y  p s y c h o a n a ly s is . B u t  b y  the 

in te r m e d ia r y  o f  th e  tra n s fe re n c e , p s y c h o a n a ly s is  h as  in tro d u c e d  in to  it 

n e g a tiv e n e s s  a n d  la c k . T h e  in te n s itie s  o f  d re a m s , for in s ta n c e , a re  tre a te d  as a 

k in d  o f  ravv m a te r ia l.  B y  th e  te c h n iq u e  o f  a sso c ia tio n  a n d  in te r p r e ta tio n , th eir  

m a n ife s t  e x p re s s io n  is re-vvritten  in  term s o f  fu n d a m e n ta l s tru c tu re . C a u g h t  

betvveen  th e  tvvo m o d e s  o f s t r u c t u r i n g -  th a t o f  th e  m a n ife st c o n te n t a n d  th at 

o f  th e  la te n t  c o n te n t  -  d e s ire  fin d s its lin es o f  e s c a p e  cu t o f f fr o m  a li p o s s ib le  

c o n n e c tio n  vvith re a lity . U lt im a te ly  th e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t ’s in te r p r e ta tio n  o f 

d r e a m s  c o n sis ts  in  f itt in g  th e m  in to  th e  s o c ia l c o o rd in a te s  o f  th e  O e d ip u s  

c o m p le x . T o  ta k e  a n o th e r  e x a m p le , p e r h a p s  e ven  c le a re r: a  c h ild  is th re ate n - 

in g  h is lit t le  b r o th e r , s h o u tin g , ‘B a p tis te , I ’ m  g o in g  to c u t  o flfy o u r h e a d .’ W h o  

is ‘ I ?  W h o  is th e  sp e a k e r?  W h a t  e v id e n c e  le a d s  us to  sa y  it is th e  re a l ch ild ? 

A n d  th e  s a m e  vvith B a p tis te . I f  vve ta k e  th e  u se o f  the C h r is t ia n  n a m e  as 

re fe rr in g  to  a  r e a l c h ild , th en  vve m a k e  th e  c h ild  u s in g  it re sp o n s ib le : vve m ake



h im  th e p o te n tia l m u r d e r e r  o f  h is  b ro th e r. B u t vvas it r e a lly  h is  b ro th e r  as 

su c h , th a t p a r t ic u la r  m e m b e r  o f  h is fa m ily , th a t  h e m ea n t?  C le a r ly ,  the 

in te n s itie s  o f  d e s ire  m u s t  b e  lin k e d  to  n o r m a lly  a c c e p te d  sy ste m s o f  rep - 

re s e n ta tio n , b u t e n c o u n te rs  lik e  th is ca n  le a d  in  tw o  d ire c tio n s , c a n  e x p re ss  

tw o  so rts  o f  p o litic s . T h e  firs t  vvill u se th em  as so  m a n y  s ig n  m a c h in e s  fo r 

e x p r e s s in g  in te n s itie s  o f  e v e r y  k in d . T h e  sm a ll c h ild  sa y s , ‘ I ’m  g o in g  to  cu t o f f  

m y  b r o th e r ’s h e a d .’ A n d  h e a t o n c e  svvitch es to a to ta lly  d iffe re n t p la n  -  he 

m ig h t  p e rh a p s  d e c id e  to  g o  o f f  to  th e  m o o n  vvith h im . W e  th en  d is c o v e r  th a t  

h is  h a tre d  fo r h is b r o th e r  is c o e x te n s iv e  vvith h is lo v e  for h im .

B u t  th is  is n o t r e a lly  a ‘d is c o v e r y ’ a t  a li. T h e  h a tre d  vvas n o t ‘ m a s k in g ’ the 

lo v e . It is ju s t  th a t  a  nevv c o n n e c tio n  h as  p r o d u c e d  a nevv p o s s ib ility . T h e  

h a tre d  vvhen d iffe re n tly  ‘d r iv e n ’ h as  p r o d u c e d  lo v e . T h e  u n c o n sc io u s  h o ld s  

n o th in g  th a t ca n  b e  d e n ie d , n o th in g  o f  vvhich o n e  c a n  s a y  la te r  th at it c a u se d  

th e  p e rs o n  to  fee l a m b iv a le n t . I t  h as n o t c h a n g e d  its m in d , b u t m e r e ly  p a sse d  

on  to s o m e th in g  else. It is th u s n o n se n se  to  s a y  th a t  th e  ch ild  is p o ly m o r-  

p h o u s ly  p e rv e rs e , e te . P u llin g  th e  h e a d  o ff  o n e ’s d o ll, vvan tin g  to stro k e  o n e ’s 

m o th e r ’s tu m m y  -  th ese  a re  n o t th in g s  th a t  c a n  p r o p e r ly  b e  re la te d  to  th e  

‘vvhole o b je c ts ’ o f  a c c e p te d  lo g ic . T h e y  d o  n o t in v o lv e  th e  c h ild ’s re sp o n s ib il-  

ity  as su c h . T h e  re p re s s iv e  a n a ly t ic  a tt itu d e , fo u n d e d  u p o n  ‘ n o r m a liz e d ’ 

re p r e s e n ta tio n s , vvill s y s te m a t ic a lly  ta k e  h im  a t h is vvord, a n d  re ify  vvhat he 

h as sa id : ‘ H e  vvanted  to k ili h is b ro th e r, h e d es ire s  h is m o th e r, h e m ea n s  vvhat 

h e s a y s , h e is in c e s tu o u s .’ A l i  th e  a g e n ts  o f  th e  s to ry  -  the c h ild , th e  b ro th e r  

and  th e  m o th e r  -  vvill th en  b e c o m e  fbced in  th e  d o m a in  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n . I f  

yo u  s a y  to a  c h ild : ‘Y o u ’v e  b ro k e n  th e  h e a d  o f f  y o u r  d o ll - a n d  y o u  k n o w q u ite  

vvell th a t  it co st us a  lo t to b u y  it fo r y o u ! ’ , th en  y o u  a re  fo r c in g  h e r in to  the 

system  o f  e c o n o m ic  v a lu e s , so  th a t  g r a d u a lly  a li h e r  o b je c ts  vvill b e  seen  in  

re la tio n  to th e  c a te g o r ie s  o f  th e  p r e v a i lin g  re a lity , th e  p r e v a ilin g  o rd e r. A li  o f  

r e a lity  th en  b e c o m e s  im p ris o n e d  in th e  se h e m a  o f d u a l i s t  v a lu e s  — g o o d / e v il, 

e x p e n s iv e / in e x p e n s iv e , r ic h / p o o r , u se fu l/u se le ss  a n d  so  on.

T h e  u n c o n s c io u s , hovvever, d e s p ite  its re je e tio n  o fn e g a t iv i t y  a n d  o f  a li the 

d u a lis t  s y ste m s re la te d  to it, d e s p ite  its ig n o ra n c e  o f  lo v e  o r  h a tre d , o r  vvhat is 

c o m m a n d e d  o r  vvhat fo r b id d e n , is led  to m a k e  its ovvn k in d  o f  in v e s tig a tio n  o f  

this c r a z y  vvorld o f  a c c e p te d  v a lu e s . It d e a ls  vvith th e  p r o b le m s  as b e st it c a n . 

It sn e ak s a ro u n d  th em . I t  se ts  u p  th e  le a d in g  c h a ra c te rs  on  th e  d o m e s tic  

scene, th e  r e p r e s e n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  Iaw , lik e  so m a n y  g r im a c in g  p u p p e ts . B u t  it is 

p r im a rily  in th e  d ire e tio n  o f  th is  vvorld o f  s o c ia l re p r e s e n ta tio n s  th a t vve m u st 

o b v io u s ly  lo o k  fo r th e  in tr in s ic  p e rv e rs io n  o f  th a t  s y ste m . P s y c h o a n a ly s is  h as  

not m a n a g e d  to e s c a p e  th is  p e rv e rs io n  o f  th e  n o rm a l vvorld. F ro m  th e  v e r y  

first, it s o u g h t to  c o n tro l d e s ire . T h e  u n c o n s c io u s  alvvays a p p e a r e d  to it 

so m e th in g  b e s tia l a n d  d a n g e ro u s . N o n e  o f  th e  su c c e s s iv e  fo rm u la tio n s  o f  

F reu d  h as  e v e r  a b a n d o n e d  th is  p o s it io n .'L ib id in a l e n e rg y  m u st b e  c o n v e r te d  

to the M a n ic h e a n  s y s te m  o f  a c c e p te d  v a lu e s , it m u st p r o d u c e  n o rm a l



re p r e s e n ta tio n s . T h e r e  c o u ld  be n o  q u e s tio n  o f  enjoying sh itt in g  in  y o u r  bed 

vvith o u t a n  a c c o m p a n y in g  fe e lin g  o fg u i l t .

F ro m  in te n s itie s  th a t  m ig h t m e a n  m a n v  th in g s , vve h a v e  th u s co m e  to in v e st 

p u n it iv e  s o c ia l v a lu e s  vvith th e  p r o m o tio n  o f  th e  c a s tra tio n  c o m p le x . In  p o in t 

o f  fa c t , th e  c lo s in g -in  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  u p o n  th e  O e d ip â l  tr ia n g le  re p re s e n ts  

a  k in d  o f  a tte m p t  to e s c a p e  from  th a t d r iv e  to a b o lis h  d e s ire  th at le a d s  it 

a lm o s t  in  sp ite  o f  it s e lf  tovvards th is  b in a ry , M a n ic h e a n  p e rv e rs io n . T h e  

O e d ip u s  s c h e m a  vvas c o n s tr u c te d  as a  b a r r ie r  to n a r c iss ism , to  d e s tru c tiv e  

id e n tif ic a tio n s . It se e m e d  to re p r e s e n t a n e c e s s a r y  fa te  o f  th e  in stin cts . B u t the 

d e a th  in stin c t  co m es  in to  b e in g  o n ly  at th e  p o in t vvhen o n e  le a ve s  the sp h e re  o f 

d e s ir in g  in te n s itie s  fo r th a t o f  re p re s e n ta tio n . T h e  O e d ip a l tr ia n g le  is an 

a tte m p t  -  a lvvays m o re  o r less u n su c c e s sfu l -  to s to p  th e  d es c e n t in to  th e  d ea th  

in stin c t. It n e v e r  r e a lly  vvorks as a tr ia n g le  b e c a u s e  d e a th , s y m b o lic  a b o litio n , 

lib id in a l c o ila p s e , th re a te n s  a li th re e  sid es o f  it. In  the th ea tre  o f  the 

p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  G r a n d  G u ig n o l, th ere  is alvvays a n  u n h a p p y  e n d in g . B etvveen 

fa th e r  a n d  ch ild  is the risk  o f  r e c ip r o c a l e x te rm in a tio n  (th e  O e d ip a l m u rd e r 

fa n ta s y  is p a r a lle le d  b y  th e  fa n ta s y  th a t  a c h ild  is b e in g  b e a te n ). B etvveen 

fa th e r  a n d  m o th e r  is th e  ‘p r im a l s c e n e ’ o f  in te rc o u rs e , e x p e r ie n c e d  b y  the 

c h ild  as m u r d e r. B etvveen  m o th e r  a n d  c h ild  is th e  im m in e n t d a n g e r  o f 

n a r c is s is t ic  d is s o lu tio n , re tu rn  to th e  vvom b, ete. -  in o th e r  vvords, o f  su ic id e .

In  sh o rt, I s h o u ld  s a y  th a t , u n lik e  p s y c h o a n a ly s is , s c h iz o -a n a ly t ic  p o litics  

vvould  be led  to  c o n s id e r  th a t  th e  d e a th  in stin c t is n o t s o m e th in g  th a t  ex ists  in 

itse lf, b u t  th a t  it is lin k e d  vvith a  c e rta in  vvay o fp o s in g  the p r o b le m  o f  d e s ire  in 

a  c e rta in  ty p e  o f  s o c ie ty . D e s ir e  is u n avvare o f  d e a th , o f  n e g a tio n , a n d  the 

tra g e d ie s  o f  th e  fa m ilia lis t  G r a n d  G u ig n o l str ik e  it as fu n n y . S in c e  n e g a tio n  is 

alvvays re la te d  to  th e  p o s itio n  o f  a  s u b je c t, an  o b je c t  a n d  a  re fe re n c e  p o in t, 

d e s ire , b e in g  p u re ly  a n d  in te n s iv e ly  p o s itiv e , c h a n g e s  ro u n d  s u b je c ts  and 

o b je c ts ; it is flu x  a n d  in te n s ity . In  so fa r as th e  s u b je c t  is b o u n d  u p  vvith a 

s y ste m  o f  r e p r e s e n ta tio n , th e  in d iv id u a l lib id o  fin d s its e lf  d e p e n d e n t on  the 

c a p ita lis t  m a c h in e  vvhich  fo rces  it to  fu n c tio n  in term s o f  a  c o m m u n ic a tio n  

b a s e d  on  d u a lis t  s y ste m s. T h e  s o c ia l e n v ir o n m e n t is n o t m a d e  u p  o f  o b jects  

vvhich p re -e x is te d  th e  in d iv id u a l. T h e  p erso n  im p riso n e d  in su ch  b i-p o la r  

sy ste m s as m an /vv o m a n , ch ild / 'ad u lt, g e n ita l/ p r e -g e n ıta l, life/ d e a th , ete. has 

a lr e a d y  b e en  s u b je c te d  to  an  O e d ip a liz in g  re d u e tio n  o f  d e s ire  to re p re s e n ta ­

tio n . F o r  d e s ire  to be e x p re s s e d  in  in d iv id u a l te rm s m ea n s th a t  it is a lre a d y  

c o n d e m n e d  to  c a s tr a t io n . T h e r e  ex ists  a  to ta l ly  d iffe re n t n o tio n : th e  id e a  o f  a 

c o lle c t iv e  fo rce , a  c o lle c t iv e  d ire c tio n  o f  lib id o  to p a rts  o f  th e  b o d y , g ro u p s  of 

in d iv id u a ls , c o n s te lla t io n s  o f  o b je c ts  a n d  in te n s ities , m a ch in es  o f  e v e r y  k in d -  

th u s  b r in g in g  d e s ire  o u t o f  th a t b a c k -a n d -fo rth  betvveen  th e  O e d ip a l  tria n g le  

a n d  its d is s o lu tio n  in th e  d e a th  in stin c t, a n d  lin k in g  it up vvith ever-vvider 

p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f  m a n y  d iffe re n t k in d s th a t  b e c o m e  e v e r  m o re  o p e n  to th e  socia l 

e n v ir o n m e n t.



The Role of the Signifier in the Institution1

I am  u sin g  H je lm s le v ’s c a te g o r ie s  h e re  so le ly  in a n  a tte m p t to id e n tify  th e  

p osition  o f  th e  s ig n ifie r  in th e  in stitu tio n  -  a  p o s itio n  th at the c la ss ic a l 

a n a ly tic a l s itu a tio n  d id  n o t re v e a l. W e  m a y  re m e m b e r  th a t th e  d is t in c tio n  

betvveen e x p re s s io n  a n d  c o n te n t is o v e r la id  b y  a  tr ip le  d iv is io n  in to  m a tte r , 

su b sta n ce  a n d  fo rm . I sh a ll be m a in ly  c o n c e rn e d  vvith the o p p o sitio n  he 

e stab lish es betvveen  m a tte r  (th e  m a tte r  b o th  o f  th e  e x p re ss io n  a n d  o f  the 

content) a n d  the fo rm a tio n  o f  se m io tic  s u b sta n c e s .

YVhat I vvant to shovv h ere  is th a t th e  se m io lo g ie s  o f  s ig n ific a tio n  o p e ra te  in 

the fo u r a re a s  vvhere e x p re s s io n  a n d  c o n te n t are  cu t a cro ss  b y  s u b s ta n c e  a n d  

form, vvh ereas th e  s e m io tic s  vve a re  co n fro n te d  vvith in an  in stitu tio n a l 

situ atio n  in v o lv e  tvvo fu r th e r  d im e n s io n s  o f  a -s e m io tic a lly  fo rm e d  m a tte r  -  

that is, m e a n in g  as the m a te r ia l o f  e x p re ss io n , an d  th e  co n tin u u m  o f  m a te r ia l 

fluxes as th e  m a te r ia l o f  c o n te n t. T h u s  the six  a re as  shovvn in the d ia g r a m  a re  

ali a c tiv e ly  in v o lv e d .

F or H je lm s le v , a s u b s ta n c e  is s e m io tic a lly  fo rm ed  vvhen its form  is p ro - 

jected  o n to  m a tte r  or m e a n in g  ‘as a  n et th a t is s tre tc h e d  o u t p ro jects  its 

shadovv o n to  an  u n b r o k e n  s u r fa c e ’ (cf. Prolegomen.es). A s  vve knovv, s ig n ify in g  

chains set g o in g , at the level o f  the s u b s ta n c e  o f  e x p re ss io n , a lim ited  ra n g e  o f

ı . T a l k  g i v e n  at  the P a ri s  F r e u d i a n  S c h o o l  h e ld in L a  M o t t e ,  N o v e m b e r  1973.  P u b l i s h e d  in 

S m io te x t .



s ig n s -  d is c re tiz e d  a n d  d ig ita l iz e d  sig n s -  vvhose fo rm a l c o m p o sitio n  is 

c o ııjo in e d  to  th e  fo r m a liz a tıo n  o f  th e ir  s ig n ifie d  c o n te n ts . It seem s to m e th at 

th e  lin g u is ts  h a v e  b e en  o v e r -h a s ty  in a s s im ila t in g  H je lm s le v ’ s d is tin c tio n  

b e tw e e n  e x p re s s io n  a n d  c o n te n t  vvith S a u s s u r e ’s d is tin c tio n  b e tw e e n  the 

s ig n if ie r  a n d  vvhat is s ig n ifie d . In  p o in t o f  fa c t, th e  s e p a ra tio n  betvveen 

a -s e m io tic a l ly  fo rm e d  m a tte r  a n d  s e m io tic a llv  fo rm ed  su b s ta n c e s , to  the 

e x te n t th at it is e s ta b lis h e d  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  the re la tio n s h ip  betvveen 

exp ressio rı a n d  c o n te n t, o p e n s the w a y  to  a  s tu d y  o f  se m io tics  in d e p e n d e n t o f  

the s ıg n ifv in g  se m io lo g ie s  -  th a t is to sa v , se m io tics  vvhic.h a re , p re c is e ly , not 

b a se d  on  th e  b i-p o la r ity  o f  s ig n ifie r  a n d  s ig n ifie d . B y  b e in g  c a re fu l n o t to 

co n fu se  in s th u tio n a l se m io tic s  vvith s ig n ify in g  se m io tic s , vve a re  b ro u g h t to 

d is t in g u is h  o n e  fro m  th e  o th e r , a n d  to s e p a ra te  b o th  from  vvhat I vvill ca li 

n o n -s e m io tic  e n c o d in g s .

L e t  m e o n c e  a g a in  s u m m a r iz e  m y s u g g e ste d  c la s s if ic a t io n .2

( i )  Non-semiotic encodings. A n  e x a m p le  o f  th ese  is the g e n e tic  co d e , o r a n y  

tv p e  o! vvhat vve c a li n a tu ra l e n c o d in g , vvhich fu n c tio n s  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  the 

c o n s tıtu tio n  o f  a n y  se m io tic  s u b s ta n c e . T h e s e  fo rm s o f  c o d e  fo r m a iiz e  the 

a r e n a  o f  m a te r ia l in te n s it ie s  vvith out r e c o u rse  to  a n y  a u to n o m o u s  o r tra n s la t-  

a b le  c o d e  o f  in s c r ip tio n . O n e  m u st a v o id  the s e m io tic  m ista k e  o f  p r o je c tin g  

th e  id e a  o f  ‘ in s c r ip t io n ’ o n to  th e  vvorld o f  n a tu re . T h e r e  is n o g e n e tic  

‘ h a n d v v ritın g ’ . T h e  se c o n d  v e r tic a l c o lu m n  o f  o u r  ta b le  is not in v o lv e d .3

(a) Signifying semiologies. T h e s e  a re  b a s e d  u p o n  sy ste m s o f  s ig n s , o n  s u b ­

sta n c e s  fo rm e d  s e m io t ic a lly  a n d  h a v in g  a re la tio n s h ip  o f  fo r m a liz a tio n  on  the 

p la n e  b o th  o f  c o n te n t a n d  o f  e x p re ss io n . T h e y  a re  o f  tvvo k in d s -  s y m b o lic  

se m io lo g ie s  a n d  se m io lo g ie s  o f  s ig n ific a tio n .

(a) Symbolic semiologies. T h e s e  b r in g  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  s u b s ta n c e  in to  p la y . 

İn  p rim i tiv e  s o c ie tie s , for in s ta n c e . th ere  a re  s e m io tic s  o f  g e stu re , o f  m im e , ol 

p o s tu re , o f  in sc r ip tio n s  on  th e  b o d y , o f  r itu a l an d  so  on. T h e  c re a tio n  o f  the 

;w o r ld ’ o f  c h ild h o o d  o r th e  ‘vvo rld ’ o f  m a d n e ss  a lso  b rin g s  in to  p la y  s e v e r a l 

n o n -c e n tre d  s e m io tic  c irc le s  th a t  can  n e v e r  be fu lly  tra n s la te d  in to  a n y  

u n iv e rs a l s y ste m  o f  s ig n if ic a tio n . S e m io tic  su b s ta n c e s  vvill th erefo re  p res erv e  

a  ce rta in  a u to n o m o u s  te r r ito r ia lity  th a t  co rr e s p o n d s  to  a sp e c if ic  ty p e  o f  

jouissance

In  s u c c e e d in g s e c t io n s  w e s h a i i  b e  r e t u r n in g m a n y  tim es to th is a tt e m p t  to c ia ss ify  e n c o d in g s . It 

w a s  in  fact  d a r in g  the vvritin g  o f  th e se  v a r io u s  a rtic le s  th a t I g rad u a JIv  vvorked î h is c la s s if ic a lio n  ou!,  

a n d  o n l y  sin ce  th en  h a v e  î  b e e n  a b ie  to u n ify  th e  v a r io u s  v ievvp o in ts from  w h ic h  I in itia lly  

a p p r o a c h e d  it.

3. W h e t h e r  th e re  a r e  in  n o n -s e m io tic  e n c o d in g s  s t r a t a  th a t c o rre sp o n d  to th o se  o f  fo rm  an d  

c o n ıe m  is a q u e s t io n  \ve c a n n o t  g o  in to  h e re . L e t  u s sa y  m e re iy  th a t th ere  c e r ta in iv  are c o m p ie *  

s y s t e m s  o f a r t i c u l a t i o n  in g e n e tic  co d es.

4. A  jo y  th at g ra s p s  o n e 's  b e in g  ( s p e c ific a ily  u sed  to h r in g o u t  th e se n se  o f  g r a s p in g  in r e la n o n  to 

te r r ito r ia lity ) .



(b) Semiologies o f  signification. O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , a li th e ir  s u b s ta n c e s  o f  

e x p re s s io n  ( o f  s o u n d , s ıg h t  a n d  so  o n ) a re  c e n tre d  u p o n  a  s in g le  s ig n ify in g  

s u b s ta n c e . T h is  is th e  ‘d ic ta to r s h ip  o f  th e  s ig n if ie r ’ . T h a t  re fe re n tia l su b - 

s ta n c e  ca n  be c o n sid e re d  as a  vvritten a rch e -vv ritin g , b u t n ot in D e r r id a ’s 

sen se: it is n o t a  m a tte r  o f  a  s c r ip t  th a t e n g e n d e rs  a li se m io tic  o r g a n iz a tio n , 

b u t o f  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  -  d a ta b le  in h is to ry  -  o fv v r it in g  m a c h in e s  as a b a s ic  

to o l fo r th e  g r e a t  d e s p o tic  e m p ire s .

V V riting m a c h in e s  a re  e s s e n tia lly  lin k e d  to th e  s e tt in g -u p  o f  S ta te  povver 

m a c h in e s . T h e  m o m e n t th ey  a re  th ere, a li o th e r  p o ly -c e n tre d  se m io tic  

s u b s ta n c e s  b e c o m e  d e p e n d e n t u p o n  a s in g le  sp e c if ic  s tra tu m  o f  th e  s ig n ifie r . 

T h e  to ta lita r ia n  n a tu re  o f  th a t d e p e n d e n c e  is s u c h  th a t, b y  a  tre m e n d o u s  

r e tr o a c t iv e  e ffo rt, it se e m s to m a k e  a li s e m io tic s  o r ig in a te  fro m  th e  s ig n ifie r . 

T h e  effect o f  the vvritten  vvord in  the u n c o n s c io u s  is fro m  th en c e fo rth  

fu n d a m e n ta l -  n o t b e c a u s e  it re la te s  b a c k  to a n  a r c h e ty p a l vvritten la n g u a g e , 

b u t b e c a u s e  it m a n ife sts  th e  p e rm a n e n c e  o f  a  d e s p o tic  s ig n ific a n c e  vvhich , 

th o u g h  a r is in g  o u t o f  p a r t ic u la r  h is to r ic a l c o n d itio n s , c a n  n o n e  th e  less 

c o n tin u e  to d e v e lo p  a n d  e x te n d  its e ffects in to  o th e r  co n d itio n s .

(3) A-signijying semiotics. T h e s e  m u st b e  d is t in g u is h e d  from  s e m io lo g ie s  o f  

s ig n ific a tio n ; th e y  a re , in a  vvord, p o s t-s ig n ify in g  se m io tics . A n  in s ta n c e  o f  a 

n o n -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic  vvould  b e  a  m a th e m a tic a l s ig n  m a c h in e  n o t in te n d e d  

to p r o d u c e  s ig n ific a tio n s ; o th e r s  vvould b e  a  te c h n ic o -s e m io tic  c o m p le x u s , 

vvhich c o u ld  b e  s c ie n tific , e c o n o m ic , m u s ic a l o r  a r t is t ic , o r  p e rh a p s  an  

a n a ly t ic  r e v o lu t io n a ry  m a c h in e . T h e s e  a -s ig n ify ın g  m a c h in e s  re m a in  b ased  

on s ig n ify in g  se m io tic s , b u t n o  lo n g e r  use th em  as a n y th in g  b u t a  to o l, a n  

in s tru m e n t o f  s e m io tic  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , m a k in g  it p o s s ib le  fo r th e  s e m i­

o tic  flu x es  to  form  nevv c o n n e c tio n s  vvith th e  m o st d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  m a te r ia l 

f!u xes. S u c h  c o n n e c tio n s  o p e r a te  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  vvh eth er o r n o t th ey  s ig n ify  

a n y th in g  to a n y b o d y . In  a sen se , B e n v e n is te  is r ig h t to  s a y  th at ali s e m io tic s  

d ep e n d  for th e ir  b e in g  o n  a s ig n ify in g  la n g u a g e . B u t  th e  d e p e n d e n c e  is n ot 

su ch  as to in v o lv e  a n y  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  s u p e r io r ity  o r su b je c tio n . A  th e o ry  in 

p h y sic s  o r  c h e m is try  n e ed s e v o k e  n o  m e n ta l re p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  the a to m  o r  o f  

e le c tr ic ity , e ven  th o u g h  it s t ili  h as  to  be e x p re sse d  in a  la n g u a g e  o f  s ig n if ic a ­

tion s a n d  im a g e s . It c a n n o t d o  vvith out p ro p s  o f  th is  k in d , b u t vvhat it is 

e s s e n tia lly  b r in g in g  in to  o p e ra tio n  is a  ce rta in  k in d  o f  s ig n  m a c h in e  th at 

serves to s u p p o rt  the a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  on  vvhich th e  fo rces o f  e x p e r im e n ta l 

and  th e o r e tic a l c o m p le x e s  a re  b a se d . VVe g e t to a p o in t vvhere e v e n  the 

d istin e tio n  betvveen  a s ig n  m a c h in e  a n d  a  te c h n ic o -s c ie n tific  m a c h in e  is n o  

lo n g er re le v a n t;  th e  d is c o v e r y  o f  a  nevv ty p e  o f  c h e m ic a l c h a in , o r  a m iero - 

p h y sic a l p a r t id e  is, in so m e  sen se , p re -o rd a in e d  b y  a se m io tic  p r o d u c tio n  th at 

vvill d e te rm in e  n o t o n ly  its s p a t io - te m p o r a l s p e c if ic a tio n s , b u t a lso  its c o n d i­

tions o f  e x is te n c e . T h u s ,  vvith n o n -s ig n ify in g  se m io tic s , it is th e  re c ip r o c a l



re lation ship s o f  p r o d u c tio n  a n d  g e n e ra tio n  betvveen the se m io tic  m a c h in e  

and the m a te r ia i flu x e s  th a t  a re  b e in g  ra d ic a llv  a ltere d .
T h e  s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e  w a s  b a se d  on  the sy ste m  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n , in o th e r  

vvords o n  a p r o d u c tio n  o f  se m io tic  r e d u n d a n c y  th a t  c re a te d  a w o rld  o f  

q u a s i-o b je c ts , o f im a g e s ,  a n a lo g u e s  a n d  s c h e m a ta  in p la c e  o f  re a l in te n sities  

and  m u lt ip lic it ie s . T h e  s ig n ify in g  e ffect p r o d u c e d  b y  th e  c o n ju n c tio n  o f  the 

tvvo fo rm a lism s -  o f  th e  s ig n ifie r  an d  the s ig n ifie d  -  vvas th u s c a u g h t  in a 

v e r ita b le  v ic io u s  c irc le , w ith  th e  se m io tic  flu x e s  a n d  the m a te ria i flu xes 

n e u tr a liz ın g  each  o th e r  in th e  sp h e re  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n . A  vvorld o f  d o m in a n t 

s ig n if ic a tio n  vvas e s ta b lis h e d  o u t  o f  th e  s ig n ify in g  re -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n s  th a t 

r e su lte d  fro m  th e, as it  vvere, se lf-m u tila tio n  o f  th e  se m io tic  m a c h in e s  e fîected  

b y th e ir  b e in g  c e n tre d  s o le ly  on  the s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e  -  th a t m a c h in e  o f  

illu s io n  a n d  im p o te n tiz a t io n . T h e  s ig n ifie r  fu n c tio n e d  on  an  a u to n o m o u s  

s tra tu m  o f  its ovvn, c e a s e le s s ly  re fe rr in g  b a c k  to itse lf, vvhile r e a lity  vvas to be 

fo u n d  a lo n g  vvay avvay fro m  th e s e m io tic  flu x e s . A n  in d iv id u a te d  s u b je c tiv ity  

e m e rg e d  from  th e vvorkin gs o f  th at s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e ; in L a c a n ’s p h ra s e , ‘ a 

s ig n ifie r  re p res en ts  th e  s u b je c t  for a n o th e r  s ig n if ie r ’ . It vvas an a m b ig u o u s , 

d iv id e d  s u b je c tiv ity :  in its  u n c o n sc io u s  a sp e c t  it took p a rt in a p ro ces s  o f  

s e m io tic  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  th a t vvas a t  vvork in the lin g u is tic  m a c h in e s , 

p r e p a r in g  th em  to b e c o m e  a -s ig n ify in g  se m io tic  m a c h in e s , vvhereas in  its 

c o n s c io u s  a s p e c t  it vvas b a s e d  on  th e  re -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  s ig n ific a n c e  a n d  

in te rp re ta tio n .

T h is  p o s itio n  o f  th e  s u b je c t  ch a n g e s  r a d ic a lly  vvhen a -s ig n ify in g  se m io tics  

c o m e  to th e  forefron t. T h e  vvorld o f  m e n ta l r e p r e s e n ta tio n  (vvhich F r e g e  

c o n tra s ts  vvith c o n c e p ts  a n d  o b je c ts)  o r ‘ re fe re n c e ’ (a t th e  p e a k  o f  O g d e n  a n d  

R ic h a r d s ’s t r ia n g le ,3 vvhich is in te rp o se d  betvveen the sym b o ) a n d  th e  ref- 

eren t) th en  n o  lo n g e r  fu n c tio n s  to ce n tre  a n d  o v e r -e n c o d e  se m io tics , S ig n s  are  

in v o lv e d  in th in g s  p r io r  to  re p re s e n ta tio n . S ig n s  a n d  th in g s e n g a g e  o n e  

a n o th e r  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  th e  s u b je c tiv e  c o n tro l th at a g e n ts  o f  in d iv id u a l 

u tte r a n c e  c la im  to h a v e  ö v e r  th em .

A  c o lle c t iv e  a g e n c y  o f  u tte r a n c e  is th en  in a p o s itio n  to d e p riv e  th e  sp o k en  

vvord o f  its fu n c tio n  a s  im a g in a r y  s u p p o r t  to the co sm o s. It re p la c e s  it vvith a 

c o lle c t iv e  v o ic e  th a t  c o m b in e s  m a c h in ic  e le m e n ts  o f  a li k in d s -  h u m a n , 

s e m io tic , te c h n o lo g ic a l, sc ie n tific , e te . T h e  illu s io n  o f  s p e c ific  u tte ra n c e  b y  a 

h u m a n  s u b je c t  v a n is h e s , a n d  c a n  b e  seen  as h a v in g  b een  m e re ly  a sid e -e fîect 

o f  th e  s ta te m e n ts  p r o d u c e d  a n d  m a n ip u la te d  b y p o lit ic a l a n d  e c o n o m ic  

sy ste m s.

11 is g e n e r a lly  th o u g h t th a t  c h iid re n , th e  m a d  a n d  the p r im itiv e  a re  fo rced  

to e x p re s s  th e m s e lv e s  th ro u g h  th e  m e d iu m  o f  ‘ s e c o n d -le v e l’ s e m io tic s  (ges- 

tu re s, crie s  a n d  so  o n ) b e c a u s e  th ey  h a v e  n o  a cces s  to th e  m a s te ry  o f  a

C h .  O g d e n  a n d  I, A .  R i c h a r d s ,  T h e  M ean in g o f  M ean in g , L o n d o n ,  1923.



s ig n ify in g  se m io tic . W h a t  is seen  as th e  g re a te s t  d is a d v a n ta g e  o f  th is  m e d iu m  

is th a t  su c h  e x p re ss io n s  d o  n o t a llo w  a n y  u n iv o c a l tra n s la tio n  o f  the m essag e s  

th ey  c o n v e y  in to  th e  lin g u is t ic  c o d e  th a t g e n e ra te s  th e  d o m in a n t s ig n if ic a ­

tio n s. T h is  r e la t iv e  n o n -tr a n s la ta b ility  o f  th e  v a r io u s  se m io tic  e le m e n ts  u sed  

to be p u t dovvn e ith e r  to a d e f ic ie n c y , to  fix a tio n  a t a p r e -g e n ita l s ta g e , to  a 

re je c tio n  o f  L a w , to a  c u ltu r a l in c a p a c ity  o r  to  so m e  c o m b in a tio n  o f  th ese. In  

fa c t , it is o u r  vvhole p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  in te r p r e ta tiv e  a n a ly s is  th a t sh o u ld  be 

p r o fo u n d ly  re -sh a p e d  in to  a d iffe re n t ty p e  o f  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  u n c o n sc io u s , in 

w h ic h  n o n -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic  e le m e n ts  w o u ld  be in th e  fo refro n t.

O n e -to -o n e  a n a ly s is  a n d  in s titu tio n a l a n a ly s is , vvh atev er th e ir  th e o re tic a l 

a rg u m e n ts , a re  e s s e n tia lly  d iffe re n t, b e c a u s e  o f  th e  v e r y  d iffe re n t ra n g e  o f  

se m io tic  m eth o d s th ey  e m p lo y . in s t itu t io n a l p s y c h o th e ra p y  h as  m a n y  m o re  

se m io tic  c o m p o n e n ts , vvhich m a k e  it e x tr e m e ly  h a rd  to re sp e c t the s a c ro s a n c t  

p r in c ip le  o f ‘ the a n a ly s t ’s n e u tr a lity ’ : it c a n  ‘ p u t m a tte rs  r ig h t ’ , b u t it c a n  a lso  

m ak e  th em  m u ch  vvorse. T h e  in stitu tio n  so m e tim e s  su c c e e d s  in se tt in g  g o in g  

n o n -s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e s  th a t  w o rk  tovvards a S iberation  o f  d es ire , in th e  sa m e  

vvay as d o  lite r a r y , a r t is t ic , sc ie n tific  a n d  o th e r  m a c h in e s . T h e n , too, the 

p ro b lem  o f  th e  m ic ro -p o iit ic a l c h o ic e s  m a d e  b y  the a n a ly s t  o r the a n a ly t ic  

g ro u p  is m o re  a c u te  a n d  so m e tim e s  fa r m o re  ‘ö p e n ’ th an  in  o n e -to -o n e  

a n a ly s is . In  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  c a se , th e  c la s s ic a l p s y c h o a n a ly s t  is p u t in to  a 

p o s itio n  in vvhich  h e c a n  a lm o s t  n e v e r  -  e v e n  sh o u ld  h e w is h  to  -  s ta n d  a sid e  

from  h is ro le  as â n  a g e n t fo r n o r m a liz in g  lib id o  a n d  b e h a v io u r . In  an  

in stitu tio n , th e  s ta tu s  o f  b o th  th e  s u b je c tiv a tio n  a n d  the tra n s fe re n c e  is q u ite  

d ifferen t.

T h e  n o n -s ig n ify in g  a n d  d ia g r a m m a tic  effects, as vvell as th e  e ffects o f  

s ig n ific a n c e  a n d  in te r p r e ta tio n , c a n  th u s  a ssu m e  far g r e a te r  p ro p o rtio n  th a n  

in a o n e -to -o n e  a n a ly s is , a n d  ca n  p o is o n  e v e ry  sm allfest d e ta il o f  e v e r y d a y  life. 

T h e  m a n ia  fo r in te rp r e tin g  e v e r y th in g , th e  in c e s s a n t  vvatch  k ep t on  the 

su p p o sed  ‘ s lip s ’ o f  th e  u n c o n s c io u s , can  re a c h  the p o in t o f  vvhat m ig h t be 

ca lled  a ‘ p a r a d ig m a tic  in s titu tio n a l p e r v e r s io n ’ . It th en  b e c o m e s  e v id e n t th at 

the b la c k m a ilin g  o f  p e o p le  in to  a n a ly s is , a n d  the a n g u is h  vvhich a c c o m p a n ie s  

it, se rv e  to re in fo rce  th e  m e c h a n is m s  o f  id e n tif ic a tio n  vvith, a n d  in d eed  

m im icrv  of, th e  g u r u s  o f  a n a ly s is . T h u s  a  nevv ty p e  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  

d esp o tism  h as co m e  in to  b e in g  in  re c e n t y e a rs  in m o st o f  the c h ild r e n ’s 

in stitu tio n s vvhere p e o p le  a re  ‘ in te re ste d  in a n a ly s is ’ .

O u r  s c h iz o -a n a ly s is  sets o u t to  be r a d ic a lly  d iffe re n t from  su c h  s u p p o se d  

‘in stitu tio n a l a n a ly s e s ’ . In  s c h iz o -a n a ly s is , vvhat m a tte rs  is the re v erse  o f  th is 

fo cu sin g  on  th e  s ig n ifie r  a n d  o n  a n a ly tic a l ‘ le a d e r s ’ . I t seeks to  fo ster a 

sem io tic  p o ly -c e n tr is m  b y a s s is t in g  the fo rm a tio n  o f  re la tiv e ly  a u to n o m o u s  

and n o n -tra n s la ta b le  s e m io tic  s u b s ta n c e s , b y  g iv in g  e q u a l a c c e p ta n c e  to ali 

desire vvh eth er it m a k es  se n se  o r n o t, b y  n o t se e k in g  to m a k e  s u b je c tiv a tio n  fit 

in vvith the d o m in a n t  s ig n if ic a tio n s  a n d  so c ia l lavvs. F a r  from  its o b je c tiv e



b e in g  to ‘ c u r e ’ p e o p le  o f  b e h a v io u r  th at fa lls  o u ts id e  th e  u su a l n o rm s, it fin d s a 

p la c e  fo r a li th e  s in g u la r it ie s  o f  th o se  w h o , for o n e  re a so n  o r  a n o th e r , a re  an  

e x c e p tio n  to  th e  g e n e ra l ru le . H ovv c a n  s u c h  c o lle c tiv e  fo rces  u n d o  th e  eflfects 

o f  th e  a n a ly t ic  ru sh  th a t  h as  b e c o m e  e s p e c ia llv  v iru le n t  s in c e  e ven  c o m m e r ­

c ia l r a d io  p h o n e -in s  h a v e  d e c id e d  th a t  o n e  o f  th e ir  fu n c tio n s  is to s p r e a d  its 

b le ssin g s?  VVell, a t th e  v e r y  le a st, th ey  c a n  d e a l vvith it b y  la u g h in g a t  it, a n d  so 

b it b v  b it  d e f la t in g  th e  p s e u d o -s c ie n tif ic  p rete n sio n s o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts  o f  a li 

k in d s. In  this w a v  th ere  vvill b e  ‘ s e m io tic a lly  fo r m e d ’ , b u t a lso  s o c ia lly  

y r g a n iz e d , b e g in n in g s  o f  re s is ta n c e  -  r e s is ta n c e  n o t m ere ly  to  th e  e v ils  o f  

p s y c h o a n a ly s is , b u t a lso  to th e  v a r io u s  te c h n iq u e s  o f  in tim id a tio n  u sed  to 

m a k e  p e o p le  in g e n e r a l a c c e p t  th e  fa m ily -c e n tre d  m o d e ls  a n d  th e  h ie ra r c h ie s  

o f  th e  s y ste m . L e t  m e m a k e  it c le a r: I vvish to  c o n d e m n  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  o n ly  on  

b e h a lf  o f  a  d iffe re n t k in d  o f  a n a ly s is , a m ic r o -p o lit ic a l a n a ly s is  vvhich vvould 

n e v e r  -  a t  le a st n e v e r  d e lib e r a te ly  -  let i t s e lf  b e  cu t ofT fro m  th e re a l o r  the 

s o c ia l. O n  b e h a lf, in  o th e r  vvords, o f  a g e n u in e  a n a ly s is . F o r  m y  m ain  

c o n d e m n a tio n  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts  is th a t  th ey  d o  n o t a c tu a lly  m a k e  an  a n a ly s is  

at a li. T h e y  e n tr c n c h  th e m se lv e s  in  th e ir  C o n s u ltin g  ro o m s a n d  b e h in d  th e ir  

ira n s fe re n c e s , so  th a t  th e  cu re  ca n  tak e  p la c e  in a  te st-tu b e  free  o f  a li o u ts id e  

c o n ta m in a tio n , T h e y  h a v e  m a d e  a n a ly s is  an  e x e r c is e  in  th e  sh e e r  c o n te m p la -  

iio n  o f  e v o lv in g  s ig n ifie rs , p u n c tu a te d  b y  in te rp re ta tio n s  vvhich a re  g e n e r a lly  

n o th in g  m o re  th a n  p o in tle s s  g a m e s  o f  se d u c tio n .

L e t  us re tu rn  fo r a  m o m e n t to a p ro b lem  vve d isc u sse d  e ar lie r: th e  u se  o f  

p s y c h o tr o p ic  d ru g s . U p  to  novv, a p a r t  fro m  th e ir  fu n ctio n  as a b o n e  o f  

c o n te n tio n , th ey  h a v e  b een  m a d e  to se rv e  a  d e s p o tic  s ig n ify in g  s e m io lo g y , a n  

in te rp re ta tio n  o f  p r o b le m s  in  te rm s o f  ca te g o r ie s  c lo se d  in u p o n  th em se lv e s . 

T h is  is vvhy th e  a n t i-p s y c h ia tr is ts  h a v e  c o n d e m n e d  th em  a lo n g  vvith th e  vvhole 

p s v c h o -p a th o lo g ic a l s e m io lo g y . T h e  u se o f  d ru g s  is in fa ct d e te rm in e d  

a c c o r d in g  to m e d ic a l c a te g o r ie s  as m u c h  as th o se  o f  so c ia l o r  e v e n  p o liç e  

re p res s io n . M a k in g  a n o ise  a n d  c a u s in g  a  d is tu r b a n c e  b e co m e s a n  a b n o rm a l-  

ity  to  b e  d e a lt  vvith b y  a  d r u g . B u t  is th e  fa c t  th a t d ru g s  a re  u sed  in this 

re p r e s s iv e  vvay r e a lly  re a so n  e n o u g h  to  c o n d e m n  th e ir  u se  a lto g e th e r?  I n s o m e  

e x p e r im e n ts  in  in s titu tio n a l p s y c h o th e r a p y , a n  a tte m p t h as  b een  m a d e  to 

r e o r ie n ta te  p s y c h o - p h a r m a c o lo g y  tovvards a  c e rta in  c o lle c tiv e  e x p e r im e n ta -  

iio n , in vvhich  th e  a d m in is tr a tio n  o f  d ru g s  n o  lo n g e r  d e p e n d s  s o le ly  on  a 

d o c to r / p a t ie n t  r e la tio n s h ip , b u t  is d e c id e d  u p o n  b y  sta fF an d  p a tie n ts  to g e th e r  

in a  g r o u p . In s te a d  o f  the la b o r a to r y ’s b e in g  th e  re fe re n ce  p o in t, it is n o v v -  at 

ieast th is  is th e  id e a l a im e d  a t  -  a  c o lle c t iv e  m o b il iz a t io n  o f  th e  g r o u p ’s b o d ily  

in te n s ities  a n d  s u b je c tiv e  etTects. T h is  c r e a te s  the c o n d itio n s  fo r a  k in d  o f  

‘m a n a g e m e n t ’ o f  p e o p le ’s o d d it ie s  ra th e r  th a n  a  s y s te m a tic  o b lite r a tio n  o f  

th em .

T h e r e  ıs n o  m o le c u la r  d iffe re n c e  betvveen  th e  d r u g  g iv e n  as a  m ea n s  o f  

p o liç e  re p r e s s io n , a n d  th e  d r u g  u sed  to q u ie te n  d is tu r b e d  p a tie n ts  in the



h o s p ita l. T h e  d iffe re n c e  betvveen  c e rta in  d ru g s  in  th e  m o d e rn  p h a r m a c o p o e ia  

a n d  th e  ille g a l d ru g s  to vvhich  p e o p le  b e c o m e  a d d ic te d  is o ften  o n ly  a m a tte r  o f  

th e ir  s id e -e ffe c ts , vvhich m a y  vvell b e  e lim in a te d  in th e  fu tu re . O n e  n eed  o n ly  

re c a ll th e  ro le  o f  m e s c a lin  in  th e  vvork o f  H e n ri M ic h a u x  to  see hovv d ru g s  ca n  

be p a r t  o f  a s y ste m  o f in te n s ity  s e m io t ic a lly  fo rm e d  a lo n g  n o n -s ig n ify in g  lin es. 

B u t n o vv a d a vs d ru g s  a re  m a in ly  u sed  in p s y c h ia tr y  fo r p u rp o se s  o f  re p ressio n . 

A s  the c la s s ic  c la s s ific a tio n  o f  illn e sse s  h as fa lle n  in to  d isu se , p e o p le  h av e  

ten d ed  m o re  a n d  m o re  to be lu m p e d  to g e th er . In  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , fo r 

in s ta n c e , m o st p r o b le m s  a re  n o w  p u t in to  the o m n ib u s  c a te g o r y  o f  sc h izo -  

p h re n ia  -  a n d  o n c e  the vvord h as  b e en  u se d , tr a n q u illiz e r s  vvill be p r e s c rib e d  

in v e r y  h ig h  d o s a g e s . Y e t  p s y c h o - p h a r m a c o lo g y  c o u ld  ju s t  as e a s ily  b e  

d ire c te d  to  th e  c o n s titu tio n  o f  a  n o n -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic , i f  it vvere lib e ra te d  

from  m e d ic a l o v e r -e n c o d in g , fro m  the povver o f  th e  S ta te , th e  m u ltin a tio n a l 

co rp o ra tio n s  a n d  so  on . T h e n , in ste a d  o f  c r u s h in g  a li th a t vvealth  o f  e xp res- 

sion , a li th a t o p e n in g -o u t to re a lity  a n d  the s o c iu s , it vvould  h e lp  e v e ry  

in d iv id u a l to m a k e  the m o st o f  th e ir  p o te n tia l.

O n e  o b je c tio n  th a t h as  b een  ra ise d  a g a in s t  c o lle c tiv e  a n a ly t ic  fo rces seem s 

to m e so m evvh at p a r a d o x ic a l. T h e r e  is a d a n g e r , it  is sa id , th a t sp e c ific  

in d iv id u a l d es ire s  vvill b e  c ru s h e d , th a t  a  nevv ty p e  o f  d es p o tism  vvill d e v e lo p . 

P eo p le  vvho sa y  th is  m u st b e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  m y p ro p o s a ls  in te rm s o f  th eir  

ow n  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  g ro u p  a n a ly s is , a n d  a n a ly s is  in in s titu tio n s . L e t  m e re p e a t, 

then, th a t  I a m  fa r from  p r o p o s in g  to re p la c e  in d iv id u a l a n a ly s is  vvith g ro u p  

te c h n iq u e s  -  vvhich c e r ta in ly  c o u ld  re su lt  in to n in g  dovvn in d iv id u a l d iffer-  

ences. VVhen I ta lk  o f  c o lle c t iv e  fo rces I d o  n o t n e c e s s a r ily  m ea n  g ro u p s: th ey  

can b e  in d iv id u a ls , b u t a lso  fu n e tio n s , m a c h in es , a li so rts  o f  se m io tic  sy stem s. 

O n ly  i f  vve g e t b a c k  to the m o le c u la r  o rd e r  o f  d es ire  m a c h in e s , in o th e r  vvords, 

so m e th in g  m o re  b a s ic  th a n  th e  g r o u p  a n d  th e  in d iv id u a l (tovvards vvhat 

L a c a n  c a lls  th e  objet petıl ‘a ’) sh a ll vve su c c e e d  in b r e a k in g  a p a r t  th e  m ass- 

p ro d u ced  m o n o lith s  o f  o u r  in s titu tio n a l s tru c tu re s  so as to free  th o se  in 

m a rg in a l p o s itio n s  o f  d es ire  fro m  the n e u r o tic  d e a d -e n d s  in vvhich th ey  a re  at 

presen t. T h e  te n d e n e y  o f  th e  in d iv id u a t io n  o f  d e s ire  is alvvays tovvards 

p a ra n o ia  a n d  in d iv id u a lis m . S o  th e  p r o b le m  is to fin d  c o lle c tiv e  vvays o u t o f  

the ty r a n n y  o f  sy ste m s b a se d  on  Id e n tific a tio n  a n d  in d iv id u a t io n . It is q u ite  

true th at the effects  o f  g r o u p s  a re  a li too  lik e ly  to le a d  to e lo sed  sy ste m s, to 

elitist a s s u m p tio n s  -  a tt itu d e s  th a t  a re  x e n o p h o b ic , p h a llo c r a t ic  o r vvhatever. 

But su c h  re - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n s , to  th e  e x te n t th a t th ey  ta k e  e ffect v ia  C reative  

c o lle c tiv itie s , c a n  o p e n  vvhole nevv p e rs p e e tiv e s . In  fa c t , th ere  is a  v a st 

d ifferen ce  betvveen the n e u r o tic  e n c irc le m e n t o f  a  s u b je c tiv ity  e n g a g e d  in  a  

process o f  p e rs o n o lo g ic a l in d iv id u a t io n , a n d  th e  id io s y n c r a s ie s  o f  g ro u p s  

vvhich a re  p r e g n a n t vvith p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f  c h a n g e  o f  a li k in d s.

A s a fin a l e x a m p le , tak e  th e  c a s e  o f  a p s y c h o tic  ch ild  b a n g in g  its h e a d  

again st a vvall d a y  a f t e r d a y . A  m a c h in e  ofself-destructive^ 'raz.M ana is vvorking



a w a y  on  its ovvn, e n tire ly  o u t o f a n y o n e ’s c o n tro l. H o w  co u ld  th e  d es ire  e n e rg y  

o f  b a n g in g -o n e ’s -h e a d -a g a in s t- th e -w a ll be re la te d  in a n y  w a y  to c o lle c tiv e  

e n g a g e m e n t?  It is n o t a m a tte r  o f  tra n s p o s in g  o r  s u b lim a tin g  th is a c tiv ity , b u t 

o f  g e tt in g  it to  fu n c tio n  on  a se m io tic  re g is te r  th at c a n  b e  c o n n e c te d  u p  to 

c e rta in  o th e r  n o n -s ig n ify in g  sy ste m s; n o t o fc u r b in g  the d es ire  o r c h a n g in g  its 

o b je c ts , b u t o f  b ro a d e n in g  th e  fie ld  o f jouissance, o p e n in g  u p  n e w  p o s s ib ilitie s . 

Y e t  it \vill be d iffic u lt  to fru str a te  a tte m p ts  to u se  re p ressio n  a n d  e n fo rce  

a d a p ta t io n  u n le ss  o n e  c a n  m a k e  it a b u n d a n t ly  c le a r  th a t jouissance c e n tre d  on 

th e  e g o  alvvays le a d s  to  th e  te m p ta tio n  to  g iv e  it its e x trem e  e x p re ss io n  -  in 

im p o te n c e  a n d  d e s tru c tio n .

E m e r g e n c e  fro m  d e s tr u c tiv e  n a rc iss ism  d o e s n o t m ea n  th a t a s u b je c t  h as to 

g o  th ro u g h  a  p ro ces s  o f  b e in g  re p res se d  in r e a lity  o r b e in g  c a s tra te d  in 

p h a n ta s y : on th e  c o n tr a r y , it m ea n s  a c h ie v in g  g r e a te r  p o te n c y  a n d  n e u tra liz -  

in g  th e  fo rces  o f  a iie n a t io n . It is th erefo re  e s s e n tia lly  a  m a tte r  o f  g a in in g  

povver ö v e r  th e  re a l, n e v e r  ju s t  o f  m a n ip u la t in g  th e  p h a n ta s ie s  o r th e  s y m b o ls . 

F e r n a n d  D e lig n y  d o e s  n o t re p ress  o r  in te rp re t: h e h e lp s  th e  d e b ilita te d  vvith 

w h o m  h e liv e s  to su c c e e d  in try in g  o u t  o th e r  o b je c ts  a n d  re la tio n s h ip s , to 

s u c c e e d  in b u ild in g  u p  a n o th e r  vvorld.

A n a ly s is  a im e d  a t re -a d ju s tm e n t d e v e lo p s  a  p o litic s  o fs ig n ific a n c e ;  it ten d s 

to  r e d u c e  th e  h o r iz o n  o f  d e s ire  to  th e  c o n tro l o f  th e  o th er , to th e  a p p ro p r ia tio n  

o f  b o d ie s  a n d  o rg a n s ; it se e k s  to  re tu rn  to  a  p u r e  avvaren ess o f  the sen se  o f  self. 

S c h iz o -a n a ly s is , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , re je c ts  th e  ‘vvill to  id e n tity ’ , a n d  ali 

s ig n ify in g  p e r s o n o lo g ic a l s p e c if ic a tio n s , e s p e c ia lly  th o se  r e la tin g  to th e  fa m ­

ily . It a b a n d o n s  s tra te g ie s  o f  povver in  fa v o u r  o f  a n  o rg a n le s s  b o d y  th a t 

d e - in d iv id u a te s  d e s ire  a n d  is r e a d y  to see it e x p re sse d  b y  vvay o fn o n - s e m io t ic  

c o s m ic  flu x es  a n d  n o n -s ig n ify in g  so c io -h is to r ic  flu x es.

In  th e  tr a d it io n a l a n a ly t ic  a p p r o a c h , vvh en ever o n e  p a sses  fro m  a  p re- 

s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic  to  a  s ig n ify in g  se m io tic , th ere  is a  loss o fs a t is fa c t io n , a  nevv 

sc o p e  fo r g u ilt  fe e lin g s , a m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e  su p e r-e g o . W h e n  a  c h ild  p la y s  

vvith its sh it th ere  is a  c e rta in  ‘m a tte r ’ in v o lv e d  (th is is a v e r y  im p o rta n t 

p o in t) . VVhen a n  a n a ly t ic  in te rv e n tio n  tries to  tra n s fo rm  th is p le a s u re , this 

m a tte r , in to  a s e m io tic  s u b s ta n c e  th a t ca n  b e  tra n s la te d  a n d  in te rp re te d  

a c c o r d in g  to  th e  d o m in a n t  c o d e , it e n d s  b y  m u tila tin g  o r  d e s tr o y in g  it, 

a t ta c h in g  it to  a  ‘s ig n ify in g  se m io tic  c o u n te r p a r t ’ th a t re p la c e s  th e  o rg a n le ss  

b o d y . P r o g r a m m in g  in d iv id u a ls , c o n d it io n in g  th em  to  th e  id e a  th a t  th e ir  

d e s ire s  ca n  a lvvays b e  tra n s la te d  in to  s o m e th in g  else, is vvhat n o r m a tiv e  

in stitu tio n s  h a v e  alvvays sp e n t th e ir  tim e d o in g . F a r  fro m  c h a n g in g  th in g s, 

p s y c h o a n a ly s is  m e r e ly  b r in g s  a n  im p ro v e d  te c h n o lo g y  to  b e a r  o n  p r e c is e ly  

th e  s a m e  ty p e  o f  p r o je c t.

I t  re m a in s  to b e  seen  vvhat is th e  r a t io n a le  for th is  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  p p lic v  o f 

e m a s c u la tin g  d es ire . VVhy h as p s y c h o a n a ly s is  p res en te d  it s e lf  at th is  p o in t as 

a  k in d  o fs u b s t i t u t e  re lig io n ?  VVhose p r o b le m s  a re  th ey  u lt im a te ly ?  E sse n tia i-



ly , th ey  re la te  to th o se  povver g ro u p s  vvhose in te re st it is to see th a t a li p ra x is  

sh o u ld  b e c o m e  tra n s fe ra b le , in d e fin ite ly  tra n s p o s a b le  in term s o f  an  e c o n o m y  

o f  d e c o d e d  flu x es; e s s e n tia lly  to c a p ita lis m  (an d  in fu tu re  p e rh a p s  to b u r e a u ­

c ra t ic  so c ia lis m  as vvell?) in th a t it is b a se d  on  lavvs th a t e sta b lis h  the g e n e ra l 

e q u iv a le n c e  a n d  in te r c h a n g e a b il ity  o f  a li se m io tic  e x p re ssio n s. O f  co u rse  

joııissance is stili p o s s ib le  in  s u c h  a s y ste m , b u t o n ly  o n  co n d itio n  th at the lib id o  

co n fo rm s vvith th e  d o m in a n t  n o rm s. Nevv a n d  p e c u lia r  ty p e s  o f  p e rv e rts  

d e v e lo p  vvithin it -  fo r in s ta n c e , th e  b u r e a u c r a t ic  p e rv e rt, vvhose c u rio u s  

p le a su re s  h a v e  b een  so  m a r v e llo u s ly  e x p lo re d  b y  K a fk a . T h e  povver o f  th e  

b u r e a u c r a c y  k eep s g ro vv in g  lik e  a c a n c e r  in th e  fa b r ic  o f  in d u s tr ia l so c ie tie s , to 

the a d v a n ta g e  o f  the ‘e lite s ’ th a t  h a v e  a c c e s s  to its b e n e fits . B u t s in c e  th ere  is 

ro o m  fo r fevv a t th e  to p , a n d  g e tt in g  th ere  is e x p e n s iv e  a n d  n eed s sp e c ia l 

p r e p a ra tio n  a n d  e d u c a t io n , th e  re je cts  o f  d e s ire  a re  in n u m e ra b le . T h e ir  

e n jo y m e n t o f  vvhat c a p ita lis m  h as to  o ffer is r e d u c e d  to a  flin g  a t th e  b e ttin g  

sh o p  on S u n d a y  m o rn in g , a n d  the jo y s  o f  fo o tb a ll on the T V  on  S u n d a y  

a fte rn o o n . B u t th ere  a re  e q u a lly  in n u m e r a b le  re je cts  from  the b e ttin g  sh o p  

and  the fo o tb a ll g a m e s , vvith th e  re su lt th a t  a vvhole m ass o f  p e o p le  en d  u p  in 

p s y c h ia tr ic  h o s p ita ls , h o m e s  fo r th e  m a la d ju s te d , r e - tr a in in g  sch e m e s, p ris- 

ons a n d  so on.



Towards a Micro-Politics of Desire'

In tro d u ctio n

S tr u c tu r a lis t  a n a ly s e s  trv  to  m a sk  the b a s ic  d u a lity  b e tw e e n  c o n te n t a n d  form  

b y  a tte n d in g  o n ly  to  fo rm , se tt in g  the c o n te n t in p a re n th e se s , b e lie v in g  it 

le g it im a te  to s e p a r a te  vvork re la tin g  to c o n te n t from  vvork r e la tin g  to form . 

T h is  is o n e  w a y  o f  o r g a n iz in g  th e  nıeconnaissance o f  th e  p o lit ic a l o rig in s  o f  the 

w a y  c o n te n t is fo r m a liz e d . W h a t  vve s h o u ld  b e  d o in g  is to  c o m p a r e  a p o lit ic a l 

g e n e a lo g y  o f  s ig n if ic a t iv e  c o n te n ts  w ith  the w a y s  in  vvhich th e  sp e e c h  a c ts  o f  

tr a n s fo rm a tio n a l a n d  g e n e ra t iv e  g r a m m a rs  a re  p r o d u c e d . S tr u c tu r a lis ts  

seem  to  fin d  n o  p r o b le m  o f  s e m a n tic s . T K e  s e m a n tic  c o m p o n e n t a p p e a r s  or 

d o e s  not a p p e a r  a t  th is  o r  th a t  ju n c tu r e , b u t th ey  tak e  it as re a d , as g o in g  

vvith o u t s a y in g , a n d  n e v e r  q u e s tio n  it as su ch .

N o  o n e  is c o n c e rn e d  to  d is c o v e r  th e  p a r t ic u la r  form  o f  s tru c tu r in g  o f  e ach  

ty p e  o f  co n te n t; th e y  a re  b y  w a y  o f  b e lie v in g  th a t th e  p r o b le m  o f  fo r m a ü z in g  it 

o n ly  a p p e a r s  o n c e  it is c a u g h t  u p  in the fo rm / co n te n t re la tio n s h ip , and  

e v e r y th in g  to d o  vvith d e te r m in in g  the o r ig in  o f  th at fo rm a lism  is th en  

tra n s fe rre d  to th e  s ig n ifie r , th e  c h a in s  o f  sig n ifie rs . Y e t  it is alvvays a s p e c if ic  

p o lit ic a l an d  s o c ia l o r d e r  th a t m o u ld s  th em . T h e r e  is n o th in g  a u to m a tic  

a b o u t  the s tru c tu r in g  o f  co n te n ts : th e  so c ia l s itu a tio n  is n o t a s u p e rs tr u c tu ra l 

c o n te n t m e c h a n ic a lly  d e te rm in e d  b y  an  e c o n o m ic  in fra s tru c tu re , a n y  m o re 

th a n  the s e m a n tic  te rr ito rv  is m e c h a n ic a lly  d e te rm in e d  b y a s ig n ify in g  

s tr u c tu r e , o r  th e  v a r io u s  m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  a  p r im itiv e  s o c ie ty  b y  the 

e le m e n ta r v  s tru c tu re s  o f  fa m ilia l re la tio n s h ip s .

T o  try  to e x p la in  c o m p le x  so c io -h is to r ic a l s tru c tu re s  in term s o f  a m e c h a n - 

ism  o fe x c h a n g e , o r  la n g u a g e  in term s o f a  sy ste m  o f lo g ic a l  tra n s fo rm a tio n , or 

d e s ire  in term s o f  th e  o p e r a tio n  o f  a  s ig n ify in g  sy ste m  a n d  the p h a n ta s ie s  it 

g e n e ra te s , is to  try  to  a v o id  q u e s tio n in g  the o p e ra tio n s  o f  povver th a t co n tro l 

th e  so c ia l s p h e re  a t  e v e r y  le v e l. It is n o t a  m a tte r  o f  p r o d u c in g  a u n iv e rs a l 

fo r m a lis m  as su c h , b u t o f  th e  vvay a sy ste m  o f  povver co m es to use th e  m ea n s o f  

a s ig n ify in g  fo r m a lis m  to  u n ifv  a li the v a r io u s  m o d e s  o f  e x p re ss io n , a n d  c e n tre  

th em  a ro u n d  its ovvn ‘ fu n d a m e n ta l' v a lu e s  -  re sp e c t fo r p ro p e rtv . fo r p erso n s ,

; .  F ro m  a c o u r s e  g iv e n  to th e  s tu d e n ts  at R c e d  H a il , C o lu m b ia  U n iv e r s it y ,  N e w  Y o rk . P a r ts  o f  it 

h a v e  been  pu bll .she d in Semiotext, a n d  in an ıssu e o f  Ça  in h o n o u r  o fC h r is t ia n  M e tz . M a y  19 73.



for ra n k s , for s e x u a l, r a c ia l a n d  a g e  h ie ra r c h ie s , for th e  ‘ r ig h t ’ o f  the ru lin g  

class to se ize  th e  m ea n s  o f  p r o d u c tio n  fro m  th e  vvorkers a n d  so  on.

In  r e a lity , th erefo re , vve a re  n e v e r  d e a lin g  vvith a n  a b s tr a c t  s tru c tu re , a k in d  

o f id e a l g a m e  o f  c h e ss, a  lo g ic a l m o u ld  s h a p in g  a li s ig n if ic a n t  c o n te n ts . A li  

co n te n ts , b efo re  b e in g  s tr u c tu r e d  b y  la n g u a g e , o r  ‘ lik e  a la n g u a g e ’ , a re  

s tru c tu re d  a t a m u ltitu d e  o f  m ic ro -p o lit ic a l le v e ls . I t is p r e c is e ly  th is fa ct 

vvhich ju s t if ie s  th e  fa c t th a t  a  m ic r o -p o lit ic a l re v o lu t io n a r y  a c tio n  m ak es it 

p o ssib le  to r e la tiv iz e  th e  ‘d o m in a n t s ig n if ic a t io n s ’ a n d  to n e u tr a liz e  the fo rm s 

o f  in d ic a t io n  a n d  r e g u la tio n  p u t forvvard  b y  th e  s tru c tu r a lis ts . D e n y in g  the 

fu n ctio n  o f  povver in re p r e s e n ta tio n  im p lie s  a re fu sa l to m a k e  a  m ic ro -p o lit ic a l 

c o m m itm e n t vvh erever it m a y  b e  n e ed e d , in o th e r  vvords vvh erever th ere  is a 

s ig n ific a tio n .

VVhat vve h a v e  to d o , th en , is to  g e t rid  o f  th is g re a t  o p p o sitio n  betvveen  the 

co n te n t a n d  th e  fo rm , vvhich re su lts  in s e p a r a tin g  the tvvo a n d  le a v in g  th em  in 

som e se n se  in d e p e n d e n t o f  o n e  a n o th e r , a n d , o n  the c o n tra r y , try  to find  

co n n e c tin g  p o in ts , p o in ts  o f  m ic r o -p o lit ic a l a n ta g o n is m  a t e v e r y  le v e l. E v e r y  

povver fo r m a tio n  o r g a n iz e s  its  ovvn sy ste m  o f  v e r b a l p a c k a g in g  fo r vvhat it h as 

to sa y . T h e  e x p re ss io n  m a c h in e , vvhich e x te n d s  ö v e r  a li th ese  fo r m a tio n s , is 

there o n ly  to n o rm a liz e  lo c a l fo r m a liz a tio n s , to  c e n tr a liz e  a n d  re n d e r  tra n s la t-  

ab le  th e  u n c h a n g in g  s ig n if ic a tio n  re c o g n iz e d  b y  the d o m in a n t o rd e r , to 

d e m o n stra te  a c o n se n su s  -  vvhat L o u is  H je lm s le v  te rm s the lev el o f  th e  

im m e d ia te  s u b s ta n c e , a n d  d efin e s  as a c o lle c tiv e  a p p e rc e p tio n .

VVhat g o e s  on  betvveen  c o n te n t a n d  form  is th e  s ta b il iz in g  o f  the re la tio n - 

sh ip s o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n . T h e  a -s ig n ify in g  s ig n  m a c h in e , th e  sy ste m  o f  

fig ures o f  e x p re s s ıo n  (stili u s in g  H je lm s le v ’s te rm s ), co m es  in to  e x is te n c e  at 

the p o in t vvhere a li s ig n ify in g  se m io lo g ie s  m eet. i t s  ro le  is s im ila r  to  th e  ro le  

the S ta te  p la y s  in re la tio n  to  th e  v a r io u s  fa c tio n s  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie , th a t  o f  

o rd e rin g  a n d  h ie r a r c h iz in g  th e  p rete n sio n s  o f  th e  d iffe re n t lo c a l g ro u p s . T h e  

n o n -s ig n ify in g  e x p re s s io n  m a c h in e  (on th e  le v e l o f  th e  s ig n ifier)  o r g a n iz e s  a 

system  o f  e m p ty  vvords a n d  in te r c h a n g e a b il ity  fo r a li the te rr ito r ia liz e d  

system s o f  vvords p r o d u c e d  b y  th e  m a n ifo ld  lo c a l a g e n c ie s  o f  povver. (W e  m a y  

in stan ce  th e  povver o f  th e  fa m ily  ö v e r  the p r o d u c tio n  o f  n ice  s p e e ch , o r  the 

povver o f  the sc h o o l ö v e r  th e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  n ice  vvriting, d is c ip lin e , c o m p e ti-  

tion, h ie r a r c h y , e te .)  T h u s , b y  m ea n s o f  a  n o n -s ig n ify in g  sy ste m  o f  ex- 

p ressio n  a  m o d e ra te  re g im e  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  b e c o m e s  s ta b iliz e d , a n d  

ca p tu re s  a n d  re g u la te s  re la tiv e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n s  o f  fo rm a lism s o f  c o n te n t.

F r a n ç o is  J a c o b  s u g g e s ts  th a t  ‘ n a tu r a i ’ e n c o d in g  m ig h t fu n c tio n  in th ree  

d im e n sio n s. T o d o r o v  re e k o n s  th a t s y m b o lic  s e m io lo g ie s  s p e c if ic a lly  in v o lv e  

tvvo d im e n s io n s . O n ly  lin g u is t ic  e n c o d in g  is left fu n e tio n in g  on  a lin e a r  

system  (an d  in a  vvay th a t F ra n ç o is  J a c o b  in sists  m u st be c a r e fu lly  d istin -  

g u ish ed  fro m  g e n e tic  e n c o d in g , vvhich is r e la t iv e ly  less d e - te rr ito r ia liz e d ). I f  

vve follovv th ese  a u th o rs , th en , vve m a y  b e lie v e  th a t th e  m o d e s o f  e n c o d in g  g o



ıh r o u g h  a  k in d  o f  p ro c e s s  o f  m o le c u la r iz a t io n  a n d  d iffe re n tia tio n  in so  fa r  as 

th ey  r e la te  to lin g u is t ic  s tra ta , th e  s tr a ta  o f  p e r c e p tiv e  re p r e s e n ta tio n  a n d  

lin g u is t ic  s tr a ta . O n e  ca n  e v e n  im a g in e  e x te n d in g  th is te n d e n c y  to d e- 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  vvith th e  a -s ig n ify in g  se m io tics  o f  th e  s c ie n ce s , w h ic h  a b a n - 

dcm th e o n e -d im e n s io n a l q u a lity  o f  la n g u a g e  b y  in tro d u c in g  sy ste m s o f  

p a rtic le -s ig n s . In  p o in t o f  fa c t, th e  d iffe re n c e  betvveen th e  sig n  a n d  vvhat it 

sig n ifie s  (in th e o r e tic a l p h y s ic s , fo r  in sta n c e )  seem s to lose so m e  o f  its 

re le v a n c e . N o  o n e  to d a y  d e m a n d s  p o s itiv e  p r o o f o f  the e x is ten ce  o f  a p a r t id e  -  

s o  lo n g  as it ca n  b e  m a d e  to fu n c tio n  vvith out a n y  c o n tra d ic tio n  in th e  to ta lity  

o f  th e o r e tic a l s e m io tic  as a vvhole. O n ly  vvhen an  e x tr in s ic , e x p e r im e n ta l e ffect 

b rin g s  the se m io tic  s y ste m  in to  o p e ra tıo n  d o es h in d sig h t q u es tio n  th e  ex ist-  

e n ce  o f  the p a r t id e .  U n t i l  th en , th e  q u es tio n  vvould b e  m e a n in g le ss . I t  is o n ly  

u p o n  b e in g  e x c lu d e d  b y  th e  th e o r e tic -c u m -e x p e r im e n ta l to ta lity  th a t  the 

p a r t id e  r e tr o a c t iv e ly  a c q u ire s  a  k in d  o f  c h a rg e  o f  n e g a tiv e  e x isten ce . O n e  has 

th en  n o  lo n g e r  to g iv e  a  s te p -b y -s te p  d e m o n s tra tıo n  o f  the p a r t ic le ’ s ex isten ce ; 

o n e  h as  g iv e n  u p  the -  h ith e rto  fu n d a m e n ta l -  o b je c tıv e  o f  m a te r ia liz in g  its 

e x is te n c e  b y  th e  p h y s ic a l e ffect o f l o c a t in g  it in sp a c e  a n d  tim e. T h is  ty p e  o f  

s e m io tic  in v o lv e s  vvhat vve c a li p a rtic le -s ig n s , in o th e r  vvords e n titie s  th at 

e lu d e  th e  c o o rd in a te s  o f  tim e, sp a c e  a n d  e x is te n c e . B etvveen  the sig n  a n d  the 

re fe re n t th ere  is novv a nevv ty p e  o f  re la tio n s h ip , n o  lo n g e r  d ire c t , b u t 

in v o ly in g  a vvhole th e o r e tic -c u m -e x p e r im e n ta l e n g a g e m e n t.

YVith n o n -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s  o f  th is k in d , vve h a v e  le ft th e  sp h e re  o f  

se m io lo g ic a l povverlessn ess fo r th a t o f  the p o te n c y  o f  m a c h in ic  e n g a g e m e n t. 

T h e  e x a m p le  I h a v e  s u g g e s te d  fro m  th e o r e tic a l p h y s ic s  c o u ld  e q u a lly  be 

vvorked  o u t in o th e r  d o m a in s  -  s o c ia l,  a r t is t ic  a n d  so on.

In  m y vievv, th en , th ere  a re  tvvo p o s s ib le  p o litic s  in r e la tio n  to s ig n ific a tio n . 

E ith e r  o n e  a c c e p ts  it  dejure as a n  in e v ita b le  e ffect, a n d  e x p e c ts  th erefo re  to  find  

it a t  e v e ry  s e m io tic  le v e l, o r  o n e  a c c e p ts  it de facto, in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  a p a r t ic u la r  

p o lit ic a l s y ste m , a n d  o n e  p ro p o se s  to c o u n te r  it vvith a g e n e ra liz e d  n ıicro - 

p o lit ic a l  s tr u g g le  th a t  ca n  u n d e rm in e  it from  vvithin, in su ch  a vvay as to 

e n a b le  a li th e  in te n s iv e  m u lt ip lic it ie s  to  e sc a p e  fro m  the ty r a n n y  o f  the 

s ig n ify in g  o v e r -e n c o d in g . \ V h a t th is  m ea n s  is u n le a s h in g  a vvhole h o st o f  

e x p re s s io n s  a n d  e x p e r im e n ta t io n s  -  th o se  o f  c h ild re n , o f  s c h iz o p h re n ic s , o f  

h o m o s e x u a ls , o fp r is o n e r s ,  o f  m isfîts  o f  e v e ry  k in d  -  th a t a li vvork to p e n e tra te  

a n d  e a t in to  the s e m io lo g y  o f  th e  d o m in a n t o rd e r , to fe e l o u t nevv e s c a p e  rou tes 

a n d  p r o d u c e  nevv a n d  u n h e a r d -o f  c o n s te lla tio n s  o f  a s ig n ify in g  p a r tic le -s ig n s .

D e sire  M in o rities, P sy c h o a n a ly sis  an d  S em iotics

P s y c h o a n a ly s is  h as  lo n g  e n jo y e d  a n  a u d ie n c e  fa r vvider th an  th at p r o v id e d  by 

its o\vn a d e p ts . T o  th e  e x te n t  th a t  it has tried  to  d efin e  a n o rm  -  the b o u n d a rv  

betvveen the n o rm a l a n d  th e  p a th o lo g ic a l in h u m a n  b e h a v io u r -  it h as stra y e d



o n to  p o lit ic a l g r o u n d . T h is  is b e c a u s e  th e  so c ia l fo rces  th a t the p ro ces s  o f  

c a p ita lis t  p r o d u e tio n  h as to d e a l w ith  a re  d ir e c t ly  c o n c e rn e d  b y th e  d efin itio n  

o f  a n y  s u c h  s y ste m  o f  n o rm s, a n y  su c h  m o d el fo r liv in g , a n y  su ch  m o d e l o f  

d e s ir in g  s u b je c tiv ity , c o rr e s p o n d in g  to  th e  so rt o f  ‘ n o r m a l’ in d iv id u a l re- 

q u ire d  b y  th e  s y ste m . In  e a r lie r  a g e s , re lig io u s  o r  p h ilo s o p h ic a l d isp u te s  sto o d  

in th e  s a m e  re la tio n s h ip  to th e  fie ld  o f  so c ia l s tru g g le s  as p s y c h o a n a ly s is  d oes 

to d a y . B u t th e  p o lic y  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  c o n sists  a b o v e  a li in  c la im in g  to be 

a lto g e th e r  o u ts id e  th e  p o lit ic a l  fie ld , to  b e  c o n sid e re d  as an  o b je e tiv e  S cien ce. 

I t h as s o u g h t to  ta k e  its s ta n d  o n  v a r io u s  s c ie n c e s -  b io lo g y , p h y s ic s  a n d , m o re 

r e c e n t ly , m a th e m a tic s  a n d  lin g u is t ic s  -  b u t h a s  r e a lly  s u c c e e d e d  o n ly  in a p in g  

th em . F u r th e r m o r e , it h as n e v e r  m a n a g e d  to g e t  a w a y  fro m  th e  k in d  o f  

se c ta r ia n is m  th a t m a k es  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  so c ie tie s  lo o k  m o re  like  c o rp o ra tio n s  

fig h tin g  fo r th e ir  o w n  in te re sts  th an  b o d ies  vvorking fo r th e  a d v a n c e m e n t o f  

s c ie n ce . H a v in g  fa ile d  to  fin d  a n y  se rio u s  s c ie n tific  s u p p o rt, p s y c h o a n a ly s is  

h as r e tre a te d  in to  a flu r ry  o f  ‘ l i t e r a r y ’ a c tiv ity  vvhich h as d o n e  litt le  to  

e n lig h te n  a n y o n e  as to  vvhat it a c tu a lly  d oes.
F r e u d ia n is m , a t th e  s a m e  tim e  as d is c o v e r in g  th e  sc o p e  o f  o u r  u n c o n sc io u s  

in v e stm e n ts  o f  d e s ire , sets a b o u t  d is p e llin g  th e ir  ‘e v il s p e ils ’ . F ro m  th e s ta rt , 

p s y c h o a n a ly s is  tried  to  m a k e  su re  th a t its c a te g o r ie s  vvere in a g re e m e n t vvith 

the n o rm a tiv e  m o d e ls  o f  th e  p e r io d . It th u s c o n tr ib u te d  to se tt in g  u p  a  fu rth e r  

b a rr ie r  to  d es ire ; h  a r r iv e d  in th e  n ick  o f  tim e, ju s t  as c ra c k s  vvere a p p e a r in g  in 

a Iot o f  re p r e s s iv e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  -  th e  fa m ily , th e  sc h o o l, p s y c h ia tr y  a n d  so  on . 

B u t vvhat it d id  vvas to se t u p  a m o re  in te rn a l b a r r ie r  vvhich re stra in e d  the 

s u b je c tiv e  e c o n o m y  o f  d e s ire  m o re  e lo se iy , ta k in g  h o ld  o f  it in th e  c r a d le , a n d  

try in g  n e v e r  to  let g o . T h e r e  are  n o lim its  to  th e  a m b itio n  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  

con trol; i f  it h a d  its vvay, n o th in g  vvould e sc a p e  it, s in c e  it is c o n c e rn e d  

s im u lta n e o u s ly  vvith m a d n e ss , d re a m s , d e v ia tio n s  o f  e v e r y  k in d , a rt , h is to ry , 

the p r im it iv e  vvorld, a n d  e v e n  th e  m o st m in ö r m o tio n s  o f  e v e r y d a y  life , th e  

tiniest e rro r  o r slip . A l i  n o n -se n se  m u st th u s y ie ld  to its e x p la n a to r y  n et, m u st 

fit in to  th e  c o m p a s s  o f  its c o m p re h e n s io n . T a k e  h o m o s e x u a lity , fo r in sta n ce : 

p sy c h o a n a ly s is  e la sse s  it as a p e rv e rs io n , d e fin in g  it a s  a  fix a tio n  a t an  

in fan tile  s ta g e  -  a  s ta g e  d efin e d  in  tu rn  as p r e -g e n ita i a n d  ‘ p o ly m o r p h o u s ly  

p e rv e rse ’ . S o , b y  th e  u se o f  a  s u p p o s e d ly  o b je e tiv e  d e s e r ip tio n , it im p lic it ly  

san etion s a  n o rm , a c o rr e c t  g e n ita l ity , a  le g it im a te  fo rm  o f  d es ire  vvhich 

a u to m a tic a lly  d isallovvs th e  d e s ire  o f  c h ild re n , h o m o s e x u a ls , the m a d , e v e n , 

vvhen it c o m e s  dovvn to  it, o f  vvom en, o r  o f  y o u n g  p e o p le  vvho h a v e  n o t y e t  fu lly  

a ccep ted  th e  m a rr ia g e / fa m ily  o r th o d o x y .

T o  th e  e x te n t  th a t  a  r e v o lu t io n a r y  s tru g g le  m a n a g e s  to b re a k  avvay from  th e  

d o m in an t m o d e ls , a n d  e s p e c ia lly  fro m  th a t m o d e l o f  m o d e ls , C ap ita l (vvhich 

consists in r e d u c in g  th e  m u lt ip lic it ie s  o f  d es ire  to a s in g le  u n d iffe re n tia te d  flu x

-  o f  vvorkers, c o n su m e rs , e te .);  to  th e  e x te n t th a t it m a n a g e s  to b re a k  avvay 

from a M a n ic h e is t , b la ck -a n d -v v h ite  s im p lif ic a tio n  o f  the c la ss  s tru g g le  a n d  to



a c c e p t  th e  p lu r a lity  o fd e s ir in g  co m m itm e n ts  as p o s s ib le  lin k s bet\veen  p e o p le  

in re v o lt  a n d  th e  re v o lu tio n ; to th a t  e x te n t  it vvill be led  to tak e  a c c o u n t  o f  

m in o r it ie s  o f  ali k in d s , w ith o u t a n y  p r e ju d ic e s  a b o u t  ‘n o r m a lity ’ , a n d  to seek 

th e ir  s u p p o rt. F o r  th ere  to be su c h  a  c h a n g e , w e  sh o u ld  h a v e  first to id e n tify  

a n d  n e u tr a liz e  the m o a e ls  a s su m e d  b y  p s y c h o a n a ly s is , vvith its le g it im a tio n  o f  

th e  re p r e s s io n  o f  d es ire  to fit in vvith the d o g m a  o f  O e d ip u s  a n d  o f  a ssu m e d  

c a s tr a t ıo n . A  g r e a t  m a n y  p e o p le  to d a y  a g re e  th a t n o  re v o lu tio n a r y  s tr u g g le  is 

r e a lly  p o s s ib le  a n y  lo n g e r  th at d o es not also c o m m it  its e lf  to the lib e ra tio n  o f  

d e s ire . B u t vve a re  stiil u n a b le  s e r io u s ly  to c o n te m p la te  o p e n in g  u p  nevv fron ts 

o f  d e s ire , b e c a u s e  vve a re  stili tra p p e d  b y  the c la s s ic  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  d ile m m a :

a s  fa r as d es ire  is c o n c e rn e d , its povver is d a n g e r o u s , d e s tru c tiv e , in c a p a b le  

o f  a n y th in g  c o n s tru c tiv e ;

as fa r as o u r  e g o  a n d  o u r  s o c ie ty  a re  co n c e rn e d , th ere  is the vvorld o f  re a lity  

vvith w h ic h  o n e  m u st so m ehovv o r o th e r  co m e  to term s, to vvhich o n e  m u st 

s u b m it , e v e n  th o u g h  la te r  c la im in g  th a t o n e  d id  so b e c a u se  th a t vvas th e  o n ly  

w a y  o f  o b ta in in g  m a s te r y  o f  it.

Y e t  s u re ly  th e  re a l m a d n e ss  is to b e  fo u n d , first a n d  fo rem o st, a t the c o re  o f  

th e  c a p ita lis t  o r d e r  as su ch ! S u re ly  re a so n  is to  be fo u n d , first a n d  fo rem o st, at 

th e  co re  o f  th e  m a d d e s t  d es ire ! D e s ir e  is n o t n e c e ssa r ily  d is ru p tiv e  and  

? .n arch ic . D e sir e , o n c e  free d  fro m  the c o n tro l o fa u th o r ity ,  can  be seen  as m o re 

re a l a n d  m o re  r e a lis t ic , a b e tte r  o rg a n iz e r  a n d  m o re  sk ilfu l e n g in e e r , th an  the 

r a v in g  ra tio n a lis m  o f  th e  p la n n e r s  a n d  a d m in is tra to r s  o f  th e  p res en t sy ste m . 

S c ie n c e , in n o v a tio n , c r e a tio n  -  th ese  th in g s  p ro life ra te  fro m  d es ire , n o t from  

th e  p s e u d o -r a t io n a lis m  o f  th e  te c h n o c ra ts .

P s y c h o a n a ly s is  is n o  sc ie n c e : it is a p o lit ic o -r e lig io u s  m o v e m e n t a n d  sh o u ld  

be tre a te d  in the sa m e  vvay as a li th e  o th e r  m o v e m e n ts  th a t h a v e  p ro p o se d  

m o d e ls  o f  b e h a v io u r  fo r p a r t ic u la r  tim es a n d  c o n te x ts . its  c o n c e p tio n  o f  d es ire  

is 'a h e a d  o f  its t im e ’ in a p p e a r a n c e  o n ly ; it is a h e a d  o n ly  in p e rfe c tin g  the 

r e p r e s s iv e  s u p p o rt  re q u ire d  b y the lo g ic  o f  th e  s y ste m , a n d  o v e r h a u lin g  a 

te c h n iq u e  o f  in te rp r e tin g  a n d  re -d ir e c tin g  d es ire  a n d  o f  in te r n a liz in g  re p r e s ­

sio n . T h e  o b je c t  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  is, in  b rie f, vvhat I vvould ca li collective 

paranoia -  in  o th e r  vvords, b r in g in g  in to  o p e ra tio n  e v e r y th in g  th a t  m ilita te s  

a g a in s t  a n y  lib e r a tio n  o f  s c h iz o  d e s ire  in th e  so c ia l s itu a tio n . B e fo re  s tu d y in g  

the p a r t ic u la r , e x tre m e  p o s itio n  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  a cro ss  the sp e c tru m  o f  the 

v a r io u s  d e g re e s  o f  th a t  c o lle c t iv e  p a ra n o ia , let us first c o n sid e r  th is fu n c tio n  in 

it s e lf  a n d  th e  ro le  it p la y s  in  th e  so c ia l s p h e re  in  g e n e ra l. O n ly  a fte r th a t  sh all 

w e  try  to id e n tify  th e  s p e c if ic  m e c h a n is m s on  vvhich p s y c h o a n a ly s is  rests, and  

\vhose fu n c tio n in g  h as  in so m e  se n se  b e e n  in te n sifie d . O u r  a im  vvill be to 

d efin e  th e  n a tu r e  o f  a  c o e ffic ie n t  o f  c o lle c tiv e  p a ra n o ia , th e  c o m p ie m e n ta r y  

a n d  in v e r se  c o e ffic ie n t  I p o s ite d  so m e ten  y e a r s  a g o  as a 'c o e ffic ie n t  o f  

t r a n s v e r s a lity ’ .

I s h a ll e n d e a v o u r  h ere  to  g et rid  o f  the n o tio n  o f  tvvo o p p o s in g  realüies, on e



o b je c t iv e , th e  o th e r  s u b je c tiv e , a n d  re p la c e  it -vvith th a t  o f  tvvo p o s s ib le  politics: 

a p o lit ic s  o f  in te r p r e ta tio n  th a t k ee p s g o in g  ö v e r  a n d  ö v e r  th e  p a s t  in th e  re a lm  

o f  th e  u n c o n s c io u s  p h a n ta s y , a n d  a  p o litic s  o fe x p e r im e n ta t io n  th a t tak es h o ld  

o f  th e  e x is t in g  in te n s it ie s  o f  d e s ire  a n d  fo rm s it s e lf  in to  a  d e s ir in g  m e c h a n is m  

in to u c h  vvith h is to r ic a l s o c ia l r e a lity . in te r p r e ta tio n  o r  e x p e r im e n ta tio n , 

‘s c ie n t if ic ’ p s y c h o a n a ly s is  o r  th e  p o lit ic s  o f  d es ire ?  T o  g e t to  th e  ro o ts o f  th ese  

a lte r n a t iv e s , vve s h a ll h a v e  to  g e t b a c k  to  th e  o r ig in s  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  a n d  

p o lit ic s  as th ey  n o r m a lly  a p p e a r , a n d  try to  see  hovv e a ch  o f  th em  re la te s  to  

la n g u a g e . VVe m a k e  o u r  in te rp re ta tio n s  vvith vvords, vvhereas vve d o  o u r 

e x p e r im e n tin g  w ith  s ig n s , m a c h in ic  fu n c tio n s , a n d  e n g a g e m e n ts  o f  th in g s  

a n d  p e o p le . A t  first s ig h t, it vvould  seem  th a t  th e  tvvo m u st re m a in  q u ite  

s e p a ra te . H ovv c a n  th e  in tr o d u c tio n  o f  p o litic s  c o n tr ib u te  to c la r ify in g  

m a tte rs?  O n e  vvould  h a v e  sa id  th a t  fe e lin g s , a c tio n , th e o r y  a n d  m a c h in is m  

m a rk  o f f  d iffe re n t o rd e rs  o f  th in g s  th a t sh o u ld  n o t b e  co n fu se d ; y e t  it seem s 

to m e to  be v ita l  to  p r e v e n t th e ir  c r y s ta lliz in g  in to  c o m p le te ly  s e p a r a te  

s tra ta .

F ro m  th is vve s h a ll h a v e  to g o  b a c k  stili fu rth e r, vvithin the fram evvork  o f  

l in g u is tic s , a n d  c o n s id e r  th e  p o s s ıb ility  o f  a s e m io tic  th a t c o u ld  e x p la in  b o th  

the fu n c t io n in g  o f  th e  vvord as s ig n if ie r  a n d  th a t  o f  sc ie n tific  s ig n s , te e h n ie a l/  

sc ie n tific  m e c h a n is m s  a n d  s o c ia l fo rc e s . W  e s h o u ld  th en  fin d  o u rse lv e s  fa c in g  

a fu n d a m e n ta l p o lit ic a l d ile m m a  vvith in  o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e  se m io tic  vvhole, a 

vvhole c a p a b le  o f  o p e n in g  o u t  in to  n o n -s ig n ify in g  se m io tic s  a n d  aü o vvin g  fo r 

the tra n s itio n  o f  th e  o b je c t iv e  sc ie n c e s  in to  s ig n ify in g  a n d  s u b je c tiv iz in g  

la n g u a g e s . S tu d e n ts  o f  se m io tic s  are  a lr e a d y  d iv id e d  in to  th o se  vvho r e la te  

se m io tics  to  th e  s c ie n c e s  o f  la n g u a g e , a n d  th o se  vvho c o n s id e r  la n g u a g e  

m ere ly  o n e  a m o n g  o th e r  in sta n c e s  o f  the fu n c tio n in g  o f  a  g e n e ra l s e m io tic . It 

seem s to  m e th a t  th e  re s u lt  o f  th is d e b a te  is th a t, in  th e  first c a se , d e s ire  g e ts  

b o g g e d  dovvn in the I m a g in a r y  b y  b e c o m in g  in v e ste d  in  a  sy ste m  o f  s ig n ifi-  

can t flig h ts  vvhich I sh a ll c a li p a r a d ig m a tic  p e rv e rs io n , vvh ereas, in th e  

se c o n d , it  p a r t ic ip a te s  in  a -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic  e n g a g e m e n ts  in v o lv in g  s ig n s  as 

vvell as th in g s , in d iv id u a ls  as vvell as g r o u p s , o rg a n s  as vvell as fo rces  o r 

m a c h in es . T h e  p o litic s  o f  th e  s ig n if ie r  le a d  to  a  s ig n  m a c h in e  m a rk in g  o u t th e  

te rr ito r ia liz e d  flu x e s  -  b y  m e a n s  o f  a lim ite d  c o lle c tio n  o f  d ise re te , ‘d ig ita l­

ize d ’ s ig n s  -  a n d  re ta in in g  o n ly  flu x e s  o f  in fo r m a tio n  th a t  can  be d e c o d e d . T h e  

role o f  th a t s ig n  m a c h in e  is to  p r o d u c e , in H je lm s le v ’s term , ‘s e m io d c a lly  

fo rm ed  s u b s ta n c e s ’ , th a t  is to  sa y  s tra ta  o f  e x p re ss io n  vvhich fo rm  a co n n e c -  

tion betvveen th e  tvvo d o m a in s  fo r m a liz e d  a t  th e  le v e l o fe x p r e s s io n  a n d  th at o f  

con tent; fo r lin g u is t ic  a n a ly s ts , th is o p e ra tio n  p r o d u c e s  a n  e ffect o f  s ig n if i­

ca tio n . T h e  to ta lity  o f  in te n s iv e  r e a lity  is th en  ‘ p r o c e s s e d ’ b y  th e  fo r m a liz in g  

duo, s ig n ifie r/ s ig n ifie d ; th e  to ta lity  o f  flu x e s  is h e ld  in  the ‘s n a p s h o t ’ o f  

sig n ifica tio n  vvhich p la c e s a n  o b je c t  fa c in g  a  s u b je c t; the m o v e m e n t o fd e s ir e  is 

sterilized  b y  a  r e la tio n s h ip  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n ; th e  im a g e  b e c o m e s  th e  m e m o ry



o f  a re a lity  m a d e  im p o te n t, a n d  its im m o b iliz a tio n  e sta b lis h e s  th e  vvorld o f  

d o m in a n t s ig n if ic a tio n s  a n d  re c e iv e d  id eas.
T h is  o p e ra tio n  o f  c o n tr o ll in g  a li the in te n s iv e  m u ltip lic it ie s  c o n s titu te s  the 

first a c t o f  p o lit ic a l v io le n c e . T h e  re la tio n  betvveen  the s ig n ifie r  a n d  the 

s ig n ifie d  (vvhich P e irc e  sees as c o n v e n tio n a l, S a u s s u r e  as a r b itr a r y )  is a t root 

m e r e ly  th e  e x p re s s io n  o f  a u th o r ity  b y  m ea n s o f  s ig n s. T h e  e x p re ss io n  o f  the 

c o n te x t, o f  vvhat is im p lie d  a n d  p r e s u p p o s e d , in o th e r  vvords o f  a li th a t re la te s  

m o re  o r less c lo s e ly  to the in te ra c tio n  o f  a u th o r ity  a n d  o f  d es ire , is d ism isse d  

b y  s p e c ia lis ts  in th e  h u m a n  s c ie n c e s  as b e in g  o u ts id e  the term s o f  th eir  s tu d y , 

‘o f f  th e  s u b je c t ’ , ra th e r  as a ju d g e  m ig h t c a li to o r d e r  a vvitness vvho vvill n ot 

s tick  to the q u e s tio n  b e in g  a sk e d , o r a g r o u p  o f  p o lic e m e n  vvill fo rc ib ly  re m o v e  

b y s ta n d e r s  vvho a re  v va tc h in g  th em  ill- tre a tin g  so m e o n e . T h e  e s ta b lis h m e n t 

o f  m e a n in g s , o f  vvhat is to be u n d e rs to o d , h as to  re m ain  the b u sin es s  o f  

a u th o r ity .

T o o ls  o f  e x p re s s io n  a re  p r o v ıd e d  for th o se  vvho use th em  in the sa m e  vvay as 

s p a d e s  an d  p ick s  a re  h a n d e d  o u t to p r iso n e rs. T h e  p en s a n d  e x e r c ise  b ooks 

g iv e n  to s c h o o lc h ild r e n  a re  tools o f  p r o d u c tio n , an d  te a c h in g  is p r o g ra m m e d  

to  p r o d u c e  o n ly  a c e rta in  ty p e  o f  a c c e p ta b le  s ig n ific a tio n s . T h e r e  ca n  b e  no 

e sc a p e . T h e  first c o m m a n d m e n t  o f  the lavv, o f  vvhich n o  o n e  m u st p le a d  

ig n o r a n c e , is b a se d  a b o v e  a li on the n eed  for e v e ry o n e  to re a liz e  the 

im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  d o m in a n t  s ig n ific a tio n s . A li  th e  in te n s ities  o f  d es ire  m u st be 

s u b je c t  to th e  ru le  o f  th e  fo r m a liz in g  d u o , ex p re ssio n  and  c o n te n t, as 

e la b o r a te d  in the c o n te x t  o f  p r e v a ilin g  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s . A p a r t  from  

m a d n e ss  a n d  o th e r  e s c a p e s  fro m  the m ea n in g le ssn e ss  o f  the s y ste m , th at is.

T h e  S ig n s P e rv a d e  e v e n  P h y s ic a l F lu xe s

î t  is n ot e a s y  to e x tr ic a te  o n e s e lf  from  the p o litic s  o f  s ig n ific a tio n  and  

in te rp re ta tio n . In  th e  h u m a n  s c ie n ce s , a c e rta in  fa sh io n  o f  a p in g  ‘sc ie n tific  

r ig o u r ’ , vvhich dravvs a tte n tio n  avvav fro m  the p o lit ic a l issu es at stake , 

in e v ita b ly  le a d s  to a c o n c e a le d  d e p e n d e n c e  on  th o se  m e ta p h v s ic a l p a ra - 

lo g ism s, alvvays th e  sa m e , th a t b e a r  on r e a lity  -  the so u l a n d  s ig n ific a tio n .

T a k e , for in s ta n c e , th e  re s e a rc h  in to  c o m m u n ic a tio n  novv g o in g  on in the 

U n ite d  S ta te s : vvhat is it b u t an o b je c tiv is t  tra p , a fa lse  a lte r n a t iv e  to 

p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  s u b je c tiv is m ?  T h e  re se a rc h e r s  vvorkin g a t the M e n ta l R e ­

s e a rc h  In s titu te  o f  P a lo  A lt o ,  vvith G r e g o r y  B a te so n , e x a m in e  o n ly  the 

‘ b e h a v io u r ’ th ey  b e lie v e  ca n  be c o n sid e re d  as a ‘ term  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n ’ .2 

T r a n s p o s in g  the s u b d iv is io n  su g g e s te d  b y  C a r n a p  a n d  M o rr is  in to  sy n ta c-  

tics, se m a n tic s  a n d  p r a g m a tic s , th ey  en d  b y  s e p a r a tin g , in the n a m e  o f 

s e m a n tic s , o n e  d im e n s io n  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n , vvhile stili m a in ta in in g  a certa in

2. P.  Y V a izk n v ick , j .  H .  B e a v in , D .  J a c k so n , P ragm atics  o f  H um an C om m unication , \V.  W .  N o rto n ,  

Nevv Y o r k ,  i of>7.



e x te rn a l re la tio n  to it. A c c o r d in g  to th em , b e h a v io u r  is m e r e ly  a ‘p r a g m a tic  o f  

c o m m u n ic a t io n ’ ; it is w h o lly  d e v o te d  to  th e  tra n s m iss io n  o f  in fo r m a tio n , to 

the c ir c u la t in g  o f  s y m b o ls  betvveen  u tte r e r  a n d  re c e iv e r , and  to th e ir  feed- 

b a ck . T h e  ‘s e m a n t ic ’ p re s u p p o s it io n  o f  this s y ste m  o f  in te rc o m m u n ic a tio n s  

rests u p o n  th e  id e a  th a t th e  ‘se n d e r  a n d  r e c e iv e r ’ o f  th e  s y m b o ls  tra n s m itte d  

has ‘a g re e d  b e fo re h a n d  on  th e ir  s ig n if ic a n c e ’ . H is  b e h a v io u r  is thus re d u c e d  

to a  flu x  o f  in fo r m a tio n , o r  a t le a s t  to d e p e n d e n c e  on  th a t ftux. B u t vvhat o f  

d esire  in a li th is  e x c h a n g in g  o f  in fo r m a tio n ?  Is a  m a n ife sta tio n  o f  d es ire  a 

ja m m in g  o f  the tra n s m iss io n , a n o ise , o r  sh e e r d e lig h t  a t a  c le a r  re c e p tio n  o f  

the m es sa g e ?  A li  th a t  th ese  re s e a rc h e r s  seem  in te re ste d  in  is th e  vvay 

in fo rm a tio n  is o r g a n iz e d  s y n ta c t ic a l ly  a n d  th e  p r a g m a tic  s tra te g y  o f  b e­

h a v io u r. V vh en  it co m es  to th e  m e a n in g , th ey  sto p : it seem s to be so m e th iııg  

that th ey  th in k  g o e s  vvith ou t s a y in g . It c o u ld  h a r d ly  re la te  to a n y th in g  b u t 

p h ilo so p h y . S y n ta x  d e p e n d s  on  the n o b le  s c ie n c e  o f  m a th e m a tic a l lo g ic . 

P r a g m a tic s , h o vvever, b e lo n g s  p u r e lv  a n d  s im p ly  to  p s y c h o lo g y .

C a n  o n e  a t le a st s a y  th a t th is  d iv is io n  in to  th re e  is a re le a se  fro m  the 

d esp o tism  o f  the s ig n ifie r?  N o , fo r b e h a v io u r is t  c o m m u n ic a tio n  is stili d ep e n - 

dent on  th e  m y s te ry  o fs ig n if ic a t io n . T h e y  c a n  o n ly  k e e p  it  a t a d is ta n c e , a n d  

in fa ct it w ill a lvvays c o n tin u e  to in flu e n c e  e v e ry  s ta g e  o f  b e h a v io u r . M o r e  

p ovverfully th a n  e v e r, in fa c t, fo r its b e in g  re le g a te d  to  the s ta tu s  o f  the im p lic it  

m eans th a t it vvill t r ig g e r  ofT a n  e ven  m o re  d e m a n d in g  fo r m a lism . T h e y  

rem ain  the p r iso n e rs  o f  a s u p p o s e d ly  im m e d ia te a p p e r c e p t io n  o f  s ig n ific a tio n , 

o f a s ig n ify in g  s e m io lo g ic a l cogilo. I t  is o n ly  in  a p p e a r a n c e , th en , th a t th is 

n e o -b e h a v io u ris t  sc h o o l h as a v o id e d  b e in g  b o g g e d  dovvn in  the p s y c h o a n a ly -  

tical s y ste m  o f  s ig n ific a tio n . I n d e e d , o n e  m a y  vvon der vvh eth er th ere  h as  not 

been a  k in d  o f  d iv is io n  o f  la b o u r  a m o n g  th o se  vvho h a v e  se t o u t  to  a n a ly s e  

b e h a v io u r o n  th e  b asis  o f  in fo rm a tio n  th e o r y  a n d  th o se  vvho h a v e  d e c id e d  

to a n a ly s e  its s ig n if ic a n t  c o n te n t on  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  O e d ip a lis t  in te r p r e ta ­

tion.

F o r the fo rm e r, ‘ b e h a v io u r ’ is re d u c e d  to o n e  o f  tw o  'b in a r y  d ig its ’ , vvhile 

for the la t te r  it is tr ia n g u la te d !  O n e  m a y  s im ila r ly  fin d  o n e s e lf  vvo n d erin g  at 

the a n a lo g o u s  p r o c e e d in g s  u n d e rta k e n  b y  s tr u c tu ra lis t  a n th ro p o lo g is ts  vvhen 

they in sist on  u n d e r s ta n d in g  p r im it iv e  so c ie tie s  s o le ly  in  term s o f  th e ir  fa m ily  

re la tio n sh ip s, vvhich th e y  th en  re d u c e  to a  lo g ic  o f  e x c h a n g e , o r  a t  the 

goings-on  o f  lite ra r y  sects  th a t a re  re lig io u s ly  d e d ic a te d  to  s o -c a lle d  re a d in g s  

of a ‘ te x t ’ b y  itse lf.

W h a te v e r  is tak en  as th e  g a u g e , vvh eth er it be th e  s ig n ifie r , the lib id o  o r  the 

m atrim o n ial u n it o f  e x c h a n g e , th e  m e th o d  is th e  sa m e: vvhat is c o n s ta n t is the 

idea th a t o n e  m u st d is c o v e r  a  u n iv o c a l re fe re n c e  p o in t, a  tr a n s c e n d a n t 

in variab le , n o t it s e lf  s ig n if ic a t iv e , v vh ereb y to e x p la in  th e  su m  o f  the s ig n ifi-  

cative a r ra n g e m e n ts . O n e  sets o u t  in  se a rch  o f  a  m e c h a n is m  -  not a m a c h in e , 

vvhich is a  v e r y  d iffe re n t th in g ! -  th a t vvould fix  th e  flu x e s , d e te rm in e  the



in te rs e c tio n s , id e n tify  ce rta in  fix e d  p o in ts , s ta b il iz e  the s tru c tu re s  a n d  p r o ­

v id e  a  re a s s u r in g  fe e lin g  o f  h a v in g  a t la st  g o t h o ld  o f  so m e th in g  q u a s i-e te r n a l 

in th e  h u m a n  sc ie n c e s , vvhile at th e  sa m e  tim e a b s o lv in g  the re s e a rc h e r  from  

a li p o lit ic a l r e s p o n s ib ility . T h is  c e r ta in ly  seem s to be the sen se  in vvhich on e 

c o u ld  u n d e rs ta n d  o n e  fe a tu re  th a t  is c o m m o n  to th e  d iffe re n t d is c ip lin e s  th at 

u se  th is  m e th o d , in vvhich  vve m a y  fın d  the k e y  to the m o tiv a tio n  b e h in d  s u c h -  

a t first s ig h t  s u r p r is in g  -  m erg e rs  as th at o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  a n d  b e h a v io u r is m  

in B a te s o n , th a t o f  a lin g u is t ic  d o m in a te d  b y d ia c h r o n ic  p h o n o lo g y  and  

L a c a n ia n  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  in  L a in g , th a t o f  th e  e p is te m o lo g ic a l tra d it io n  a n d  

M a r x is m  in A lth u s s e r , a n d  so on .

O u r  a im  is n o t to b lu r  th e  d iffe re n ce s  a m o n g  the v a r io u s  se m io tic  m a c h in e s , 

b u t, o n  the c o n tr a r y , to  see as c le a r ly  as p o s s ib le  vvhat is s p e c if ic  to  e a c h , n o r  to 

m a k e  o n e  d e p e n d e n t on  a n o th e r  as d o es a th in k e r  like  B e n v e n is te  -  vvho 

c o n c lu d e s  th a t  s in c e  e v e ry  s e m io lo g y  o f  a n o n -lin g u is tic  sy ste m  h as to m ak e  

use o f  la n g u a g e  as a n  in te rp re te r , it ‘c o u ld  o n ly  e x ist th ro u g h  a n d  in the 

se m io lo g y  o f  la n g u a g e ’ .3 YVith th is in m in d , I p ro p o se  the fo llovvin g c la ssific -  

a tio n  o f  the m o d e s o f  e n c o d in g : n o n -s e m io tic  ‘ n a tu ra P  e n c o d in g , s ig n ify in g  

se m io lo g ie s , a n d  n o n -s ig n ify in g  se m io tics .

ı .  N o n -se m io tic  ‘n atu ra l’ ch ain s o f  e n co d in g

T h e s e  d o  n o t in v o lv e  a s p e c if ic  s e m io tic  s tra tu m . A s  vvith g e n e tic  c o d in g , for 

e x a m p le , th ey  a re  fo rm e d  o u t o f  the sa m e  ty p e  o f  m a te r ia l as the e n c o d e d  

b io lo g ic a l flu x e s . T h e r e  is n o  d iffe re n tia tio n  o r in d e p e n d e n c e  as betvveen  the 

b io lo g ic a l s tra tu m  -  th e  e n c o d e d  o b je c t  -  a n d  the in fo r m a tio n a l on e. It is 

s im p ly  th a t c e rta in  o f  the e le m e n ts  o f  th e  flu x e s  o f  e n e r g y  a n d  th e  b io lo g ic a l 

flu x e s  a re  so s p e c ia liz e d  as to b e  a b le  to d o  th e  vvork o f  tr a n s m itt in g  and  

p r o d u c in g  the co d e . S in c e  the s t u f f o f  the e x p re ss io n  is n o t a c tu a lly  a s tra tu m  -  

a sp e c if ic  se m io tic  s u b s ta n c e  -  n o d ire c t tra n s la tio n  fro m  on e s y ste m  o f 

e n c o d in g  to  a n o th e r  is p o s s ib le . T h e  b io lo g is t  vvho m ak es a m o d el o f  the R N  A  

a n d  D N A  c h a in s  is tra n s p o s in g  th ese  s tru c tu re s  in to  a sy ste m  o fs ig n s ,  thus 

p r o d u c in g  an  e n tire ly  nevv b asis  o f  e x p re ss io n . It is a v e r y  d iffe re n t m a tte r  

vvhen a s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic  tra n s fe rs  a m es sa g e , for in sta n c e  a v is u a l m essag e  

b y  vvay o f  H e r tz ia n  vvaves, to be r e c o n stitu te d  on th e  te le v is io n  screen : in this 

c a s e  th ere  is a c o n tin u in g  tra n s m iss io n  o f  th e  e n c o d e d  fo rm s fro m  one 

s u b s ta n c e  to a n o th e r; th a t  it ca n  be tra n s la te d  is d u e  to the in d e p e n d e n c e  o f 

th e  s tr a ta  o f  e x p re s s io n ; it is b e c a u s e  it h as b een  p o s s ib le  to ‘e x tr a c t ’ th e  form  

o fd is t in c t  su b s ta n c e s  th a t it c o u ld  b e  tra n s p o se d .

3. S em totıca, 1969,  1. 2, M o ı ı l o n .  H e  al so  l al ks  o f ‘s e m io t i c  m o u l d i n g ’ b y l a n g u a g e ,  the pre- 

e m i n e n c e  of ' th e s i g n i f y i n g  s y s t e m .  ete.



a. S e m io lo g ie s  o f  sign ifica tio n

T h e s e  a re  c o n s titu te d  fro m  sp e c if ic  s tra ta  o f  e x p re ss io n . T h e y  m a y  be 

s u b d iv id e d  in to  tw o  c a te g o r ie s  -  th o se  th a t d e p e n d  u p o n  a m u it ip lic ity  o f  

s tra ta , a n d  th o se  w ith  o n ly  tw o:

(a) S y m b o lic  se m io lo g ie s : T h e  e x p re ss io n  o f  p rim i tive  so c ie tie s , o ft h e  m a d , 

o f  c h ild re n , ete. b rin g s  in to  p la y  a m u it ip lic ity  o f  s tra ta  -  e x p re ss io n  b y  

g e s tu re , b y  r itu a l, b y  vvords, b y  vvh at th ey  m a k e , se x u a l e x p re ss io n  a n d  

so on -  b u t n o n e  o f  th ese  is fu lly  a u to n o m o u s ; th ey  o v e r la p , o n e  b le n d - 

in g  in to  a n o th e r , w ith o u t a n y  o n e  o v e r -e n c o d in g  the o th e r s  in  a n y  c o n tin u in g  

w a y .

(b) S ig n ify in g  se m io lo g ie s : W ith  m o d e rn  la n g u a g e s , a li th is  m u it ip lic ity  o f  

e x p re ss io n , a li th ese  s tr a ta  -  sp e e c h , m im e , s in g in g , ete. -  b e c o m e  d e p e n d e n t 

on a s ig n ify in g  a reh e-vv ritin g . T h e  s e m io tic  m a c h in e  n o w  vvorks o n ly  b y  w a y  

o f  tw o  s tra ta : th a t  on  vvhich c o n te n ts  a re  fo r m a liz e d , a n d  th a t on  vvhich 

e x p re ss io n  is fo r m a liz e d . I n  p o in t  o f  fa c t, th ese  a re  n o t r e a lly  tvvo s tra ta  a t a li, 
bu t o n ly  o n e: th e  s tra tu m  o f  s ig n ify in g  fo r m a liz a tio n  vvh ich , fro m  a re str ic te d  

sto ck  o f  fig u r e s  o f  e x p re s s io n , e s ta b lis h e s  a b i-u n iv o c a l c o rr e s p o n d e n c e  

betvveen a  p a r t ic u ia r  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  d o m in a n t r e a lity  a n d  a  fo r m a liz a tio n  

o f  r e p r e s e n ta tio n . In d e e d , s ig n if ic a t iv e  r e p re s e n ta tio n s  -  th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  

S a u ss u r e  -  o n ly  seem to be s tr u c tu r e d  on  a n  a u to n o m o u s  s tra tu m  o f  c o n te n t, 

they o n ly  seem to ‘ in h a b it ’ a  s o u l, p o p u la te  a h e a v e n  vvith id e a s  o r o rg a n iz e  

th em se lv e s  in to  th e  c u lt-o b je c ts  o f  e v e r y d a y  life. T h e  s ig n ify in g  se m io tic  

su sta in s  th e  illu s io n  th a t a le v e l o f ‘ th e  s ig n if ie d ’ ex ists  in o rd e r  to  d e la y , or 

in terfere  vvith, o r  e v e n  p r e v e n t, a  d ir e c t  c o n ju n c tio n  betvveen  s ig n  m a c h in e s  

and  re a l m a c h in e s . O n c e  vve co m e  to  q u e s tio n  th e  tvvo fu n d a m e n ta l le v e ls  o f  

the s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic , vve a re  e q u a lly  fo rced  to  q u e s tio n  the v a lid ity  o f  th e  

d o u b le  I in g u istic  a r t ic u la t io n . T h e  fa c t  is th a t vvhat is s u p p o se d  to g u a r a n te e  

the c o n s titu tio n  o f  a u to n o m o u s  m e a n in g fu l so u n d s  is th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  

th eir p a r a d ig m a tic  re la tio n s h ip s  vvith s p e c if ie d , fo r m a liz e d  a n d  s tru c tu re d  

co n ten ts on  a n  a u to n o m o u s  le v e l; b u t i f  th at le v e l, fa r  fro m  c o rr e s p o n d in g  to 

the lo g ic a l o rg a n iz a t io n  im a g in e d  b y  s tr u c tu ra l o r  g e n e ra t iv e  s e m a n tic s , is 

m erely  a n  a g g re g a te  o f  b a la n c e s  o f  fo rces , c o m p ro m ise s  a n d  a p p ro x im a tio n s  

o f a li k in d s , th en  th e  vvhole s tr u c tu r a l le g it im a c y  o f  th e  s ig n ifie r/ s ig n ifie d  

re la tio n sh ip  is c o m p ro m is e d .

T h e  s ig n ify in g  se m io tic s  o f  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n  in v o lv e  s ig n s  c h a r a c te r iz e d  

by th re e  fu n e tio n s: d e n o ta t io n , re p r e s e n ta tio n  a n d  s ig n ific a tio n . D e n o tin g  

estab lish es a  r e la t io n s h ip  betvveen  th e  s ig n  a n d  th e  th in g  d e s ig n a te d . I t  is th e  

referen tia l fu n c tio n , a n d  im p lie s  o r  p r e s u p p o se s  th e  re a lity  o f  th e  th in g  

d en o ted . D e n o t in g  is in fa c t a  k e y  e le m e n t in  th e  c o n s titu tio n  o f  the d o m in a n t 

rea lity . W ith  r e p r e s e n ta tio n , th e  to ta lity  o f  th e  p r o d u c tiv e  c o n n e c tiv e  sy n th -  

eses b e c o m e  c u t  u p  in to  a d e n o te d  ( o r in d e x e d )  r e a lity  a n d  a  vvorld  o f im a g e s ,



o f  r e p r e s e n ta tiv e , fig u r a t iv e  o r re la tio n a i im a g e s . T h e  su m  o f  th o se  im a g e s  

c o n s titu te s  vvhat w e  a re  a c c u s to m e d  to c a li o u r  m e n ta l w o rld . S ig n ific a tio n  

re su lts  fro m  r e la t in g  th e  s ig n ify in g  b asis  o f  th a t re p re s e n ta tio n  to  th at 

re p r e s e n ta tio n  itse lf. T h u s  the s ig n  n e v e r  refers d ir e c t ly  to the re a lity , b u t is 

a lvvays fo rced  to g o  b y  vvay o f  th e  vvorld o f  r e p r e s e n ta tio n . T h e  lin k in g  

to g e th e r  o f  s ig n s  a r o u n d  a s y n ta g m a tic  a x is , th e  fu n c tio n  o f  s ig n ific a n c e , is, 

a c c o r d in g  to B e n v e n is te , in s e p a r a b le  fro m  th e fu n c tio n  o f  in te rp re tin g , vvhich 

o rd e rs  th e  s ig n s o n  a p a r a d ig m a tic  a x is , re la te s  th e m  to th e  vvorld o f  th in g s  

s ig n ifie d , a n d  p e r m a n e n tly  d is ta n c e s  th em  fro m  a li the in te n s ities  o f  r e a lity . 

T h e  p la y  o f  s ig n if ıc a tio n s , th e ir  p r o life ra tio n , th e ir  b e in g  o u t o f  g e a r  vvith 

re p r e s e n ta tio n s , b e c a u s e  o f  th e  a u to n o m y  a n d  a rb itra r in e s s  o f  th e  vvay the 

s to c k  o f  s ig n ifie rs  o p e r a te s , h as  c o n tr a d ic to r y  co n se q u e n c e s: it o p e n s p o ssib i-  

litie s  fo r c r e a t iv ity , b u t  it a lso  p r o d u c e s  a s u b je c t  c u t  o f f  from  a li d ire c t  a cces s  

to  r e a lity , a s u b je c t  im p ris o n e d  in a s ig n ify in g  g h e tto  (effects  e x p lo re d  b y 

M a u r ic e  B la n c h o t  in th e  r e a lm  o f  l ite ra tü r e ). I t  is tru e  th a t  th e  fo r m a liz a tio n  

o fs ig n if ic a n t  e x p re s s io n  d e v e lo p s  in a c c o r d a n c e  vvith a  ce rta in  fo r m a liz a tio n  o f  

s ig n ifie d  co n te n ts ; b u t it vvould  b e  a  m ista k e  to  th in k  th a t the tvvo fo r m a iiz a -  

tio n s a re  g e n e ra te d  in  th e  sa m e  vvay. T h e  fo r m a liz a t io n  o f  e x p re ss io n  d ep e n d s  

on a  p a r t ic u la r  lin g u is t ic  m a c h in e , a r e str ic te d  g a m u t  o f  d isc re te , d isco n - 

n e cted  s ig n s . T h e  fo r m a liz a t io n  o f  th e  c o n te n t  d e p e n d s  on  the povver b a la n c e  

in s o c ie ty , on a  m ass  o f  in te r a c tio n s , o f  m a c h in e s  a n d  o f  s tru c tu re s  vvhich 

c o u ld  n o t p o s s ib ly  b e  re d u c e d  to o n e  h o m o g e n e o u s  p la n e  o f  m e a n in g . T h e  

illu s io n  o f  th e  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n  co n sists  in  f ia tte n in g  o u t th is m u lt ip lic ity  o f  

in te n s ities  on  th e  s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e  b y  u s in g  th e  fic tio n  o f  a le v e l o f  

re p r e s e n ta tio n .

in te n s it ie s  h a v e  th u s b e en  d o u b ly  re d u ced : first to  fit the s ig n ified  c o n te n ts , 

a n d  th en  to fit th e  s ig n ifie r , vvhose d e s p o tic  a m b itio n  is to p u t  e v e r y th in g  th at 

c o u l d  re p r e s e n t it th ro u g h  a  p ro ces s  o fr e p e ti t io n  th a t alvvays b rin g s  it b a c k  to 

itse lf. T h is  m a k es  e v e r y th in g  a p p e a r  n o rm a l, lo g ic a l, fo rm a liz e d . T h e  u tte r ­

a n c e s  o f  th e  s ig n if ic a n t  s e m io tic  s tru c tu re s  a re  f o r m u l a t e d  ö v e r  a s tra tu m  o f  

im p o te n tiz a t io n , a n d  e c h o  a n d  re -e c h o  e n d le s s ly  -  th e  e ch o  b e in g  the effect o f  

signification'. th e  s ig n ifie r  dravvs to g e th er , C o n t r o l s ,  a u to n o m ize s  a n d  fla tte n s  

the s ig n ifie d . A s  vvell as b e in g  s e p a r a te d  fro m  r e a l  p ro d ııc t io n s , th ese  u tte r­

a n c e s  a re  a l i e n a t e d  fro m  th e u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th e  s u b je c t  is su p p o se d  to h a v e  o f 

th e ir  s ig n if ic a tio n , a n d  from  th e  a d h e r e n c e  h e  is su p p o s e d  to g iv e  th em . T h e  

in te n s itie s  ca n  novv o n ly  b e  n o te d , c o n n o te d  as h a v in g  to  re m a in  o u ts id e  the 

s e m io tic  sp h e re , vvhich m ea n s, in  th e  la st  re so rt, o u ts id e  the p o lit ic a l sp h e re .

T h e  fo r m a liz a t io n  o f  th e  c o n te n t th u s p ro d u c e s  a s u b je c tiv ity  th a t  is 

e s s e n t ia lly  d e ta c h e d  fro m  th e rea l, e m p ty  a n d  tra n s p a r e n t, a s u b je c tiv ity  o f  

p u re  s ig n ify in g  th a t  re sp o n d s  p e rfe c tly  to  L a c a n ’s fo rm u la : a  s ig n ifie r  rep re- 

serıts it fo r a n o th e r  s ig n ifie r . T h is  s u b je c tiv ity  h as  to be a c c o u n te d  fo r u n d er 

tvvo h e a d s  -  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t a n d  th e  s u b je c t  o f  the u tte ra n c e  o f  the



m e s s a g e .4 B y  th e  efFect o f  a  k in d  o f  m ea n in g le ss  e c h o in g  b a c k  a n d  fo rth , the 

su b je c t  o f  th e  m e s sa g e  h as b e c o m e  th e  e ch o  o f  the s u b je c t  o f  the u tte ra n c e . 

E v e r y  u tte r a n c e  m u st c e a s e  b e in g  p o ly v o c a l a n d , re d u c e d  to  a b i-u n iv o c a l 

m o d e, be m a d e  to fit th e  s u b je c t  o f  the s ta te m e n t. T h is  is th e  p r o g ra m m e  o f  

l in g u is tic  O e d ip a liz a t io n . ( L in g u is t ic  a n a ly s ts  m a y  th en  s a y  th a t the su b je c t  

o f  the u tte r a n c e  is m e r e ly  w h a t  re m a in s  o f  the p ro cess  o f  u tte r in g  in  the 

p ro cess o f  the s ta te m e n t. I vvould  tu rn  th is th e  o th e r  vvay ro u n d : vvhat 

c o n c e rn s  m e is vvhat re m a in s  o f  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  u tte r in g  in  the fa c t  o f  the 

u tte ra n c e .)

W h a t  I vvant to re c o v e r  are  th e  in d ic e s , th e  re s id u a l tra ce s , th e  esca p e s  in to  

tr a n s v e r s a lity , o f  a  c o lle c tiv e  a rr a n g e m e n t o f  u tte ra n c e  vvhich, u n d e r  vvhat- 

ever c ir c u m s ta n c e s , c o n s titu te s  th e  re a l p r o d u c tiv e  a g e n c y  o f  e v e ry  se m io tic  

m a c h in ism . T h e  p r o g ra m m e  o f  lin g u is t ic  O e d ip a liz a tio n  a lso  c o n sists  in 

fo r m a liz in g  th e  s u b je c tiv a tio n  o f  s ta te m e n ts  a c c o r d in g  to  an  a b s tr a c t  e n c o d ­

ing o f  th e  I -y o u -h e  ty p e , vvhich ‘ p r o v id e s  the sp e a k e rs  vvith a  sh a r e d  sy ste m  o f  

p erso n a! re fe r e n c e s ’0 a n d  m a k e s  th em  a b le  to a d a p t  to th e  e x c h a n g e a b ility , 

the t r a n s p o s a b ility  a n d  the u n iv e r s a lity  o f  a  g iv e n  n u m b e r  o f  ro les th a t  th ey  

vvill b e  c a lle d  u p o n  to  fiil vvithin th e  fram evvork  o f  a n  e c o n o m y  o f  d e-c o d e d  

fluxes.

I f  vve re tu rn  to p r im itiv e  m o d e s o f  e x p re ss io n  -  fo r in s ta n c e  the p h e n o m e n a  

of e c h o -n a m in g  a m o n g  th e  G u a y a k is  d e s c r ib e d  b y  P ie rr e  C la s tr e s  -  vve find  

that th ey  d o  n o t fa il u n d e r  th is  k in d  o fd e s p o t is m  o f  th e  s ig n if ie r .5 I a m  th is, 

but I a m  a lso  th at. T h e r e  a re  n o  e x c lu s iv e  d is ju n c tiv e  sy n th e s e s . I am  J a g u a r , 

but th a t J a g u a r  a ls o  refers to a  lo t o f  o th e r  th in g s , a n d  sp e a k s fro m  a 

m u ltip lic ity  o f  ce n tre s  o f  in te n s ity : to  the m es sa g e  ‘J a g u a r ’ th ere  co rre s p o n d  

several re a lm s o f  u tte r a n c e . W h e n  o n e  o f  th o se  in te n s itie s  is d e s tr o y e d , as for 

in stan ce  vvhen the a n im a l o r  m a n  knovvn as J a g u a r  d ies, th e  m e s s a g e , th o u g h  

cut o ff  fro m  its re a lm  o f  u tte r a n c e , p res erv e s  a li its fo rce.

its  re p r e s e n ta tio n  g o es  o n  e x is t in g  d e s p ite  th e  a b o lit io n  o f  its re fe re n t. I t  is 

not u n iv o c a lly  c o n n e c te d  to a s in g le  sig n ifie r. It co n tin u e s , it ro a m s a b o u t, it 

th reaten s, p r e c is e ly  b e c a u s e  n o  o n e  knovvs vvhat to r e la te  it to. T h e  s tr a ta  o f  

exp ression  a re  n o t re g u la te d  h ere  b y  a s ig n ify in g  c o n tro l th a t  c o n d e m n s e v e ry  

content to  a  r ig o ro u s  fo r m a liz a t io n , a re s id u a l o r m a rg in a l re p res en ta tio n ; 

here, th is p o ly v o c a l c o n c e p t o f j a g u a r  b e co m e s th e  o b je c t  o f a  flu id , u n c e r ta in , 

w averin g  d e n o ta tio n , a d e n o ta tio n  u n su re  o f  itse lf, in so m e  ca se s  even  vvith n o  

basis a t a li, a  p u re  d e n o ta tio n  o f  d e n o ta tio n . T h e  re fe re n c e  p o in t  ten d s to 

becom e th e  d e n o ta t io n ’s b e in g -in -itse lf, th e  e x p re ss io n  o f  th e  a b s e n c e  o f

4. It vvould b e  m o r e  c o rr e c t  to s a y  t h e re j ec t io n  o f  the u tt e ra n c e .

5. B e n v e n is t e ,  P rob lem es lin g u ist içu eg en era le , G a l l i m a r d ,  1966.

6. C kronique des In d iens G u ay a k is , P l o n ,  1972.  T h i s  d o e s  not  b y  a n y  m e a n s  in v o l v e  a re t u rn  to the 

myth o f  the ‘ n o b l e  s a v a g e ’ . T h e  c r u e l t y  o f  p r i m i t i v e  so c ie ti es  is q u i t e  as  rea!  as the t er ro r o f  

despotism, o r  ca p i t a l i s t  c y n i c i s m ,  b u t  it d o e s  n o t  a c t  t h r o u g h  the signif ier.



a n y th in g  th at ca n  b e  d e s c r ib e d , an  a n x ie ty  vvithout an  o b je c t. a black hole in  

vvhich the se m io tic  co m p o n e n ts  n o  lo n g e r  a ct o r e x ist. B u t the b la c k  h o le  

p r o d u c e s  a b la c k  h o le , th e  im p a s se  p r o d u c e s  an  im p a s se , a n d  vvhat is 

a J arm in g  h ere , a n d  m u st b e  p r e v e n te d , is th e  p o s s ib ilitv  th a t  an  in s ta n c e  o f  

c o n sc ie n c e  m ig lıt  e s ta b lis h  itse lf, o p e r a tin g  in  a ‘ m o d e rn ’ vvay -  in o th e r  

vvords, th at a s ig n ify in g  se m io tic  m ıg h t be in a p o s itio n  to d e -te rr ito r ia lize  

e v e r y  u n iq u e  p o sitio n  o f  d e s ire  b y  im p o s in g  u p o n  it u n iv e rsa l p e rs o n o lo g ic a l 

sp e c iftc a tio n s , a n d  a b o v e a l l  b y  m a k in g  u se  ofdeictics: th at in  so m e vvay c o u p le  

th e  u tte ra n c e  to the s u b je c t  o f  the s ta te m e n t. T h is  d a n g e r  is a g g r a v a te d  vvhen 

the sig n ifie d  vvith ou t a n y  re fe re n t a re  let. lo o se  in n a tu r e  {b y d e a th , d re a m s, 

vvitch craft, e te .). T h e  s ta b il ity  o f  th e  e n tire  te rr ito r ia liz e d  sy ste m  o f  d en o ta -  

tio n  is th en  a ı risk. T h e  g ro u p  se m io tic  sy ste m  is in d a n g e r  o f  b e in g  re p la c e d  

b y  a  sy ste m  o f  c o n sc ie n c e , o f  in d iv id u a liz e d , to ta ily  tra n s p a r e n t d en o ta tio ıı. 

T h e  c o lle c tiv e , te rr ito r ia liz e d  u tte r a n c e  is th re a te n e d  at its v e r y  fo u n d a tio n s , 

T h e  J a g u a r ' W h a t  h as h e/it b e c o m e , novv th a t  th is b e in g  is d ea d ?  T h e  vvord 

c irc u la te s  in p e o p le ’ s h e a d s  -- a vvord vvith ou t a c o rr e s p o n d in g  re a lity , a  vvord 

th a t  re sp o n d s  o n ly  to its e lf:  a d o u b le  novv ex ists  th a t liv es its ovvn se m io tic  life, 

r e a d y  a t a n y  p o in t to se ttle  u p o n  so m e a lte m a t iv e  re feren ce  p o in t, to p o u n c e  

u p o n  a n y  a m b ig u o u s  o b je c t , to u n d e rm in e  th e  d o m in a n t r e p re s e n ta tio n s , to 

e x p r o p r ia te  the so u rce s  o f  povver an d  se ize  co n tro l o f  the d e s ir in g  m ach in es . 

T h e  te rr ito r ia liz e d  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  u tte r a n c e , as vvell as th e  in d iv id u a tio n  

o f  the s u b je c t  o f  th e  u tte r a n c e , th u s seem  to  m e to  d ep e n d  fu n d a m e n ta lly  on 

the s p e c i f k  re la tio n s h ip  in  a g iv e n  so c ie ty  th a t  d e s ir in g  p r o d u c tio n  h as vvith 

the m o re  or less d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  flu x es  a n d  th e  m ea n s set in m o tio n  to a v e rt  

th em .

3. C o lle c tiv e  organ ization s o f  a -s ig n ify in g  sem iotics

T h e  sy ste m  o f  s ig n s  lo s e s .th e  a u to n o m y  o f  its s tra tific a tio n , b u t  d o es not 

th e re b v  re tıırn  to the n a tu r a l m o d e  o f  e n c o d in g : it m ere ly  sto p s re fe rr in g  it to 

. the s ig n ifie r . H e n c e fo rth  Inform ation vvill be d is so c ia te d  from  s ig n ific a tio n . 

T o  borrovv a p h ra se  o f  A b r a h a m  M o ie s ’ , it b e co m e s a m e a su re  o f  the 

c o m p le x ity  o f  m a c h in ic  s y s te m s .8 T h e r e  is a m o re  m a rk e d  o p p o s it io n  be- 

ıvveen, on the o n e  h a n d , th e  r e d u n d a n t fo rm s in vvhich m e a n in g  is c le a r ly  

sp e lle d  o u t a n d , on th e  o th er , an  in fo r m a tiv e  e x p re ss io n  vvhich ten d s to e lu d e  

al! u n d e r s ta n d in g  (th e re  is n o th in g  to ‘u n d e r s ta n d ’ in the e q u a tio n s  o f

7. O r  o r  ‘g e d r - l c v e r s ’ . o r  t v h a te v e r  îe rm  e s p r e s s e s  this  bes t  to vvhoe ver  is ta lking .

8. I m u s t  m a k e  it c l e a r  t h a t  M o i e s  o n l y  e n v i s a g e s  t ha t  d i s s o c i a t io n  in re la ti o n to the p a t t e r n s  o f  

ji ' jrceptiort;  b u ı .  to i l lu st ra t e it. he is led to c o n t r a s t  the ‘s t r u c t u r a l  c o m p ( e x i t y ’ o f a  m a c h i n e  ( ba se d 

o n  the frt ;q u en c y vvith w h i c h  its v a r i o u s  c o m p o n e n t  p a rt s  ar e  u se d )  w it h  the ‘ f u ne ti o na !  c o m p ! e x i t y ’ 

o f  a n  o t g a n i s m  ( b a s e d  o n  the f re q u e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  its v a r i o u s  fu n et io n s o c c u r ) .  T heorie  de 

i'in jom tairon  etp ercep tion  estheliguc, D c n o e l ,  1972,  p. 87.



th e o re tic a l p h y s ic s ) . M a c h in ic  in fo rm a tio n  e lu d e s  s tr u c tu ra l re p res en ta tio n ; 

it co n sis ts  o f ‘w h a t a d d s  to a r e p r e s e n ta t io n ’ , th a t is to  sa y  th e  im p r o b a b le , the 

n o n -r e d u n d a n t, o f  a re n t in the fa b r ic  o f  th e  flu x  o f  s ig n s  a n d  the fiu x es  o f  

th in g s , a n d  o f  th e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  n e w  c o n ju n c tio n s . T h e  d o u b le s  o f  re p r e ­

s e n ta tio n  a re  re -a r t ic u la te d  d ir e c t ly  o n to  p r o d u c tio n , or su b sis t  as a rc h a is m s , 

tra c e s , lo st d re a m s .9 O n c e  th e  c h a in s  h a v e  lo st th eir  u n iv o c a ! c h a r a c te r , the 

d iffe re n c e  in  v a lu e  betvveen a  re ify in g  d e n o ta tio n  a n d  the c o n n o ta tio n s  o f  the 

I m a g in a r y  b e c o m e s  b lu rre d .
D e n o ta t io n  d is a p p e a r s  in th e  fa c e  o f  th e  p ro cess  d e s c r ib e d  b y P e irc e  as 

‘ d ia g r a m m a tiz a t io n ’ . T h e  fu n c tio n  o f  re - te r r ito r ia liz in g  im a g e s , in d ex e s  a n d  

c o n c e p ts  is re p la c e d  b y th e  o p e r a tio n  o f  s ig n s  as th e  fo u n d a tio n  for a b s tr a c t  

m a c h in e s  a n d  the s im u la tio n  o f  p h y s ic a l m a c h in ic  p ro ces se s . T h is  o p e ra tio n  

o f  s ig n s , th is  vvork o f  d ia g r a m m a tiz a t io n , h as b e c o m e  th e  n e c e ssa r y  co n d itio n  

for th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  m u ta tio n s  th a t a ffect the flu x e s  o f  re a lity ; n o  lo n g e r  

is th ere  re p r e s e n ta tio n , b u t s im u la tio n , p r e -p r o d u c tio n , o r vvhat o n e  m ig h t 

c a li ‘ t r a n s d u c t io n ’ . T h e  s tr a tu m  o f  s ig n ific a tio n  d is a p p e a r s ;  no lo n g e r  are 

th ere  tw o  le v e ls  an d  a  sy ste m  o f  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n ; th ere  is o n ly  a c o n sta n t 

re tu rn  to th e  c o n tin u u m  o f  m a c h in ic  in te n s ities  b ased  on a p Juralism  o f  

a r t ic u la tio n s .

In  th is  c a se , th e  p o in ts  o f  s u b je c tiv a tio n  lo se  th e ir  fu n c tio n  o f  a p p a r e n t 

lo c a liz a t io n  o f  the p r o d u c t io n  o f  s ig n if ic a tio n s , a n d  o f  b e in g  the a re n a  o f  

p r iv a t iz e d  a n d  O e d ip a liz e d  jouissance. T h e y  no lo n g e r  c o n s titu te  a n y th in g  b u t 

s u b je c tiv e  re s id u e s , a d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  jouissance, a lo n g s id e  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l 

p ro cess o f  m a c h in ic  e n g a g e m e n t. T h e  im a g in a r y  in d iv id u a tio n  o f  

re p r e s e n ta tio n  -  the f ig u r a tiv e  o f  s ig n ific a tio n s  -  g iv e s  vvay to the fig u r a l (in 

L y o ta r d ’s s e n s e ) 10; the fix e d , s y n ta c t iz e d , s e m a n tic iz e d  a n d  rh e to r ic iz e d  

s tra tific a tio n  o f  m es sa g e s  g iv e s  vvay to  a  c o lle c tiv e  e n g a g e m e n t o f  u tte r a n c e  

vvith u n n u m b e r e d  d im e n sio n s  -  a d e - te rr ito r ia liz e d  c o lle c tiv e  e n g a g e m e n t in 

vvhich m a n k in d  n o  lo n g e r  h as  p r id e  o f  p la c e . T h e  in d iv id u a te d  su b je c t  o f  the 

u tte r a n c e  h as  re m a in e d  im p riso n e d  in the effects o f  m e a n in g , th at is, in a 

r e -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  th a t h as  re n d e r e d  its e lf  im p o te n t in s ig n ific a tio n . T h e  

c o lle c tiv e  a n d  m a c h in ic  fo rce  o f  u tte r a n c e , on  th e  o th e r  h a n d , is p r o d u c e d  b y  a 

co n ju n c tio n  o f  povver s ig n s  vvith d e -te r r ito r ia liz e d  fiu x es. T h e  re a lm  o f  

s ig n ific a tio n , as the c o rr e la te  o f  s u b je c tiv e  in d iv id u a tio n , is a b a n d o n c d  in 

fa v o u r o f  th a t o f  th e  m a c h in ic  p la n e  o f  c o n s is te n c y , vvhich allovvs o f  the 

c o n ju n c tio n  o f  m e a n in g  a n d  m a tte r  b y  b r in g in g  in to  p la y  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  

that a re  e v e r  m o re  d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  a n d  m o re  c lo s e ly  in  c o n ta c t  vvith m a te r ia l 

fluxes o f  a li k in d s . S ig n ific a tio n  p r o c e e d e d  fro m  th e m o v e m e n t o f  c o n sc io u s-

9, A s  the I n d i a n s  s a y ,  ‘ the vvhite m e n  h a v e  lost  their  s o u l ’ . In o t h e r  vvords,  their  so u l  ( th e ir  s y s t e m  

o f  r e d u n d a n c y )  ha s b e e n  d e - t e r r it o r ia l iz e d ,  has g o n e  elsevvhere,  h a s  m a d e  a p a c t  vvith the d e v i l ’s 

m a c h in i s m .

10. D isco u rs , F ig ü re , E d i t i o n s  K J in c k s ie c k ,  19 7 1 .



n e s s  r e t u r n i n g  u p o n  i t s e l f ,  f r o m  a  t u r n i n g  i m v a r d s  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i m a g e s ,  

f r o m  a  r u p t u r e  w i t h  m a c h i n i c  c o n j u n c t i o n s .  A  c o l l e c t i v e  a p p a r a t u s  o f  u t t e r ­

a n c e  m a y  r e m a i n  m e a n i n g l e s s  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  p e o p l e ,  a n d  y e t  d r a w  i t s  m e a n i n g  

( i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  o r  p o e t i c  m e a n i n g ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e )  f r o m  a  d i r e c t  C r e a t i v e  c o n j u n c -  

t i o n  v v i t h  t h e  f l u x e s .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  i n t e n s e  c o n t e n t  o f  m e a n i n g  i n  a  

s t a t e m e n t  p r e s e n t e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a t e d  u t t e r a n c e  m a y  h a v e  n o  m a c h i n i c  m e a n ­

i n g  a t  a l i ,  m a y  b e  t h e  o c c a s i o n  f o r  n o  c o n j u n c t i o n  o f  r e a l  f l u x e s ,  m a y  r e m a i n  

o u t  o f  t h e  r e a c h  o f  a n y  p o s s i b l e  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  e q u a t i o n  

‘ s i g n i f i e d  +  s i g n i f i e r  =  s i g n i f i c a t i o n '  a r i s e s  f r o m  t h e  i n d i v i d u a t i o n  o f p h a n t a -  

s i e s  a n d  f r o m  s u b j u g a t e d  g r o u p s ,  v v h e r e a s  t h e  e q u a t i o n  ‘ c o l l e c t i v e  f o r c e  o f  

u t t e r a n c e  =  m a c h i n i c  s e n s e / n o n s e n s e ’ a r i s e s  f r o m  g r o u p  p h a n t a s v ,  a n d  t h e  

g r o u p  a s  s u b j e c t .

V V ith out b e in g  a b le  to g o  in to  it in the n e c e ssa r y  d e p th , vve m u st novv retu rn  

to th is  id ea  o f  a  c o n ju n c tio n  betvveen s e m io tic  m a c h in e s  a n d  th e  m a c h in e s  o f  

re a l flu x  vvh ich  c h a r a c te r iz e  n o n -s ig n ify in g  c o lle c tiv it ie s . W e  m a y  s ta rt  b y  

n o tin g  th a t th e  s e m io tic  flu x e s  a re  ju s t  as re a l as th e  m a te r ia l o n es, a n d  in a 

sen se  th e  m a te r ia l flu x e s  a re  ju s t  as se m io tic  as the s e m io tic  m a c h in e s . T h is  

b rin g s  us to the id e a  o f  a se m io tic  o f  in te n s itie s , a  se m io tic  o f  th e  c o n tin u o u s , 

a n d  w e  m u st d is t in g u is h  (a g a in , as d o es H je lm s le v )  betvveen th e  n on - 

se m io t ic a lly  fo rm e d  matter-meaning o r  ‘p u r p o r t ’ 11 a n d  s e m io tic a lly  fo rm ed  

substances. I f  o n e  g iv e s  th em  n o co m m o n  b asis  a p a r t  from  the d ic h o to m y  

betvveen re p r e s e n ta tio n  a n d  p r o d u e tio n , se m io tic  m a c h in ism s a n d  m a te r ia l 

n ıa c h in is m s  vvill in e v ita b ly  re la te , th e  fo rm e r to an  id e a lis t  c o n c e p t o f  

r e p r e s e n ta tio n , and  th e  la tte r  to a re ify in g  r e a lis t  c o n c e p t o f  p ro d u e tio n . T h e  

sa m e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in is m  m u s t s u re ly  b e  a b le  to s u b su m e  b o th  a n d  e n a b le  us 

to p a ss from  o n e  to  th e  o th e r . T h a t  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in ism  in so m e sen se  

‘ p r e c e d e s ’ th e  a e tu a liz a t io n  o f  th e  d ia g r a m m a tic  c o n ju n c tio n s  betv/een the 

sy s te m s  o fs ig n s  a n d  th e  sy s te m s  o f  m a te r ia l in te n s ities ,

T h e  e v id e n c e  c a n n o t be d e n ie d : in  th e  s c ie n c e s , th e  arts , p o lit ic a l e c o n o m y  

a n d  so o n , th e  s ig n  m a c h in e s  vvork, at le a st in p a r t , directly on  th e  m a te r ia l 

f lu x e s , v vh ate v er m a y  be th e  ‘ id e o lo g ic a l ’ sy ste m  o f  th e  r e m a in in g  p a rt  th at 

fu n e tio n s  in th e  s p h e re  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n . S h o rt o f  a p p e a ü n g  to  so m e  d iv in e  

a g e n e y  -  su c h  as D e r r id a ’s m y th  o f  the ‘ c o m p lic ity  o f  o r ig in s ’ e s ta b lis h e d  at 

the le v e l o f  a s ig n ify in g  a re h e -vv ritin g  -  th ere  is n o  m ea n s o f  c o n c e iv in g  the 

c o n ju n c tio n  o f  vvords a n d  th in g s  o th e r  th an  b y  re so r tin g  to a sy ste m  o f  

m a c h in ic  k ey s  th a t  ‘e ro s s ’ th e  v a r io u s  d o m a in s  vve a re  c o n sid e rin g .

n  T h e  a - s e m i o t i c a i i y  f o r m e d  s e m a n t i c  o r  p h o n i c  r ea li ty  is r e n d e r e d  b y  H j e l m s l e v ’s F r e n c h  

t ra n s l a t o r s  e i th e r  as  m aiiere  ( m a t t e r )  o r  as  sens (s en se ,  m e a n i n g ) .  A s  O s w a l d  D u c r o t  p o i n t s  o u t .  it is 

u n d o u b t e d i v  the  fact  o f e o m i n g  to us v i a  the  E n g l i s h  vvord ‘ p u r p o r t ’ that  e x p l a i n s  this b o l d  s e m a n t i c  

o s c ı l l a t io n  betvveen se ns e a n d  m a t t e r ,  T h e  m i n d  c a n  v va n d e r ofT in m a n v  d i r e e t io n s  f ro m  this 

b e g i n n i n g .  a n d .  a s  m y  r e a d e r s  vvill no ti ce ,  I h a v e  g i v e n  m i n e  a free ra n g e î  C f .  E ssa is  lingu ıstiçu es de 

H je lm d e v , p.  5b.  a n d  D k tio n n a ir e  m cycloped iqu e des sciences du ian g ag e , p.  38.



I t  seem s to m e th at th at c o n ju n c tio n  takes p la c e  on the basıs o f  the m o st 

d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  m a c h in ic  m u ta tio n s , p r e c ıs e ly  th o se  th at o p e r a te  a t the 

le v e l o f  th e  m o st a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s . T h o s e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  seem , in so m e 

vvay, to c o n s titu te  th e  s p e a r h e a d  o f  m a c h in ic  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n , p r io r  to 

s e m io tic  fo r m a tio n s  a n d  m a te r ia l f lu x e s. U n lik e  o th e r  c o n te n ts , th ey  a re  n ot 

iııs c r ib e d  in the d is o rd e r  o f  th e  s tru c tu re s  o f  re p res en ta tio n ; th ey  a re  n ot 

d e p e n d e n t on  th e  s p a tio - te m p o r a l sp e c if ic a tio n s  o f  th e  so c ia l p h a n ta sy ; th e y  

c o n s titu te  in th e m s e lv e s  th e  lo cu s  o f  w h a te v e r  c o n s is te n c y  is p o s s ib le  in  th e  

in q u ir y  in to  tru th ; a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  c r y s ta lliz e  d e -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n ; th ey  

are  its p r im a l in te n s ity . In  th e  sen se  in vvhich the id e a  o f  c o n sis te n c y  is u sed  in 

the a x io m s  o f  m a th e m a tic s , vve m a y  sp e a k  o f  m a c h in ic  co n sis te n c y ; an d  vve 

can  s a y  th a t, v vh atever th e  m a te r ia l o r se m io tic  b asis  fo r th e ir  p resen t 

e x is te n c e , th ey  c a m e  in to  b e in g  on  a p la n e  o f  m a c h in ic  c o n sis te n c y . I t  is no 

lo n g e r  a q u e s tio n  o f  a ffirm in g , in  fo rm a l term s, th at a sy ste m  is n o n -c o n tra -  

d ic to ry , b u t  o f  e x p r e s s in g  th e  c o n s is te n c y  a n d  ir r e v e r s ib ili ty  o f  th e  d e - te rr ito r­

ia liz e d  m a c h in ic  m u ta tio n s  ta k in g  p la c e  u p o n  th e  m a c h in ic  p h y lu m . T h e  

s tru c tu re s  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n , in as m u c h  as th ey  re m a in  c u t  ofF fro m  th e  rea l 

a g e n c ie s  o f  p r o d u c tio n , o b lig e  the se m io tic  m a c h in e s  to k ee p  h a v in g  to 

‘r e c t ify ’ th e ir  p o in t o f  vievv to fit in vvith the e c o n o m y  o f  m a te r ia l flu x es; th ey  

h a v e  to o r g a n iz e  th e m se lv e s  vvith a vievv to a c o n s is te n c y  a n d  an  a x io m a tic  or 

e x p e r im e n ta l d e te r m in a b ility . It is q u ite  a d iffe re n t m a tte r  for in te n s iv e  

m a c h in es , vvhich h a v e  no n eed  to re so rt to su c h  in te r m e d ia r y  sy ste m s. T h e y  

are in d ir e c t  c o n ta c t  vvith th e ir  ovvn sy ste m  o f  e n c o d in g  a n d  v e r ific a tio n . T h e y  

are th e m s e lv e s  th e ir  ovvn tru th . T h e y  a r t ic u la te  th e ir  lo g ic a l co n s is te n c y  

s im p ly  th r o u g h  th eir  ovvn e x is te n c e . T h is  is n o  lo n g e r  a  m a tte r  o f  in d iv id u a l 

e x isten ce , b u t ra th e r  o f  in d iv id u a te d  e x is te n t  b e in g s , lo c a liz e d  in  re fe re n c e  to 

system s o f  s p a tio - te m p o r a l s p e c if ic a tio n s , a n d  in re la tio n  to o b s e rv a tio n  

system s. S u c h  a m o d e  o f  e x is te n c e  im p lie s  th a t  a  s u b je c t  a n d  an  o b je c t  be 

co n stitu ted  e x te r n a lly  to  the p ro ces s  o f  d e -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  -  h e n c e  the 

re la tio n sh ip  o f  re la t iv e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  tim e a n d  sp a c e . W ith  a b s tr a c t  

m a ch in ism  o n e  s ta rts  o f î  fro m  th e  v ievvp o in t o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  in a c tio n , 

in o th e r  vvords rea l p ro c es se s  o fr e -m o u ld in g , m u ta tio n , b la c k  h o les a n d  s o o n .

M a c h in e s  a re  th u s in d iv id u a te d  o n ly  in th e  sp h e re  o f  r e p re s e n ta tio n ; th eir  

ex isten ce  a lo n g s id e  the sy ste m s o f  re fe re n tia l th o u g h t is tr a n s -in d iv id u a l a n d  

tra n s -te m p o ra l. A  m a c h in e  is n o m o re  th an  a m a c h in ic  lin k , a r b itra r ily  

ren d ered  d is c e rn ib le  on a tree  o r a rh iz o m e  o f  m a c h in ic  im p lic a tio n . A n y  

p a rtic u la r  m a c h in e  is a lvvays lim ite d  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  b y  vvhat it d e p a ss e s , an d  

on the o th e r  b y  vvhat c o n d e m n s  it to o b so le sc e n c e .

W ith  n a tu r a l e n c o d in g  te rr ito r ia liz e d  n o n -s e m io tic  c h a in s  vvere se t in 

o p eratio n  vvith ou t p r o d u c in g  a n y  loss o f  s ig n if ic a tio n ; fo r in sta n c e , the 

d e-te rr ito r ia liza tio n  o f  th e  p r o c e s s  o fg e n e t ic  r e p r o d u c tio n , its ‘ c r e a t iv ity ’ , its 

‘in n o v a tio n ’ , to o k  p la c e  vvith ou t se lf-avvaren ess, vvith out a n y  s ig n ific a tiv e



re fe re n c e  p o in t, in sh o rt, w ith o u t a n y  in s ta n c e  o f  co n sc ie n c e . T h e  sa m e  

e c o n o m y , th e  sa m e  a v o id a n c e  o f  a n y  s ig n if ic a n t  flig h t, w o u ld  be fo u n d  vvith 

s e m io tic s  o f  su c h  so c ia l c o m m u n ic a tio n  as th a t  o fin s e c ts ,  vvhich d e v e lo p s  b y  

vvay o f  a  h ig h ly  s p e c ia liz e d  e n c o d in g , vvith n o  p o s s ib ility  o f  b e in g  tra n s p o se d , 

a n d  vvith ou t in tr o d u c in g  a n y  a u to n o m o u s  le v e l o f  th e  s ig n ifie r . T h e  e sta b lis h -  

m e n t o f  a n o n -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic  m a c h in is m , b o u n d  u p  vvith th e  v a r io u s  

p r o c e s se s  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , te c h n o lo g ic a l, sc ie n tific , a rt is t ic , re v o lu -  

t io n a r y  e te ., a ls o  re su lts  in  d e s tro y in g  m o d e s o f  re p re s e n ta tio n  th a t  are  

h u m a n is tic , p e r s o n o lo g ic a l, fa m ilia lis t , p a tr io t ic  an d  so on . It im p lie s  a 

c o n tin u a l b r o a d e n in g  o u t o f  d e s ir in g  p r o d u c tio n  tovvards the to ta lity  o f  

a -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s , a n d  th e ir  m a c h in ic  s u rp lu s -v a lu e s . B u t th is  d o e s  n o t 

t ’n erefo re  m ea n  a re tu rn  to th e  m y th  o f  a ‘n a t u r a l ’ se m io tic . O n  the c o n tra ry , it 

m e a n s  g e tt in g  b e y o n d  s e m io tic s  c e n tr in g  u p o n  h u m a n  b e in g s  a n d  m o v in g  

ir r e v e rs ib ly  tovvards s e m io tic s  in v o lv in g  te c h n o lo g ic a l a n d  th e o re tic a l s y s ­

tem s th a t a re  e v e r  m o re  d iffe re n tia te d , m o re  a rt ific ia l, a n d  fu rth e r  fro m  

p r im itiv e  v a lu e s . T h e  p r o b le m  is  n o  lo n g e r  o n e  o f  try in g  to  s tra d d le  de- 

te r r ito r ia liz e d  flu x e s, b u t o f  g e tt in g  a h e a d  o f  th em . T h e r e  is a n  e v e r  g r e a te r  

f!u x  o f  d es ire s , a n d  a m o re  m a rk e d  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  th o se  flu x es. T h e  

c a p a c ity  o f  h u m a n  so c ie tie s  to e sc a p e  from  a lie n a tio n s  te rr ito r ia liz e d  in th e  

e g o , th e  p e rs o n , th e  fa m ily , th e  ra ce , th e  e x p io ita tio n  o f la b o u r , d is tin e tio n s  o f  

se x  a n d  so on  d e p e n d s  on  a c o n ju n c tio n  betvveen  th e  se m io tics  o f  c o n s c io u s ­

n ess a n d  th o se  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  m a c h in ism s . H u m a n  b e in g s  m a k e  lo v e  

vvith sig n s a n d  a li k in d s  o f ‘e x tr a - h u m a n ’ e le m e n ts  -  th in g s, a n im a ls , im a g e s , 

lo o k s , m a c h in e s  a n d  so  on  -  th a t  th e  s e x u a l fu n e tio n in g  o f  p r im a te s , fo r 

in s ta n c e , h ad  n e v e r  e n c o d e d . VVith its sh ift to  n o n -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s , the 

s u b je c tiv ity  o f  the u tte r a n c e  co m es  to b e  in v e ste d  in an  o rg a n le ss  b o d y  

c o n n e c te d  to a  m u lt ip lic ity  o f  d e s ir in g  in te n s ities . T h a t  o rg a n le s s  b o d y  

o s c illa te s  betvveen  a n  a n t i-p ro d u e t io n  th a t ten d s to b e c o m e  re -te rr ito r ia liz e d  

in  re s id u a i s ig n ific a tio n s , a n d  a  s e m io tic  h y p e r -p ro d u c tio n  th at o p e n s  it s e lf  to 

fresh  m a c h in ic  c o n n e c tio n s . T h e  c o lle c tiv e  a p p a r a tu s  o f  u tte r a n c e  c a n  th u s 

b e c o m e  th e  c e n tre  o f  im m a n e n c e  for nevv d e s ir in g  co n n e c tio n s , th e  p o in t  

vvhere, b e y o n d  h u m a n ity , th ere  is p r o d u c tio n  a n d  jouissance b y  th e  c o sm ic  

ftu xes th a t ru n  th ro u g h  m a c h in is m s  o f  e v e ry  k in d . L e t  m e stress a g a in  th a t 

th is  in n o  sen se  m ea n s  th a t  vvhat is u ttered  h as  to  re tu rn  to th e  ‘ p r e -s ig n ify in g ’ 

m e c h a n is m s  o f  n a tu r a l e n c o d in g , o r th a t it is co n d e m n e d  to  be ju s t  a s in g le  

c o g  in a n  a l ie n a t in g  s o c ia l m a c b in e r y . I am  c e r ta in ly  not g o in g  to  jo in  the 

v va ilin g  c h o ru s  o f  h u m a n is ts  vvho ia m e n t th e  loss o f  rea l v a lu e s , a n d  the 

e ss e n tia l vvick ed n ess o f  in d u s tr ia l so c ie tie s , e v e n  as th ey  h a v e  ‘o r ie n ta liz e d ’ 

th e ir  r h y th m s  to  su it  the s ty le  o f  th e  ‘nevv c u ltu r e ’ .



S e m iotics w ith  n articu lation s

S ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s  e s ta b lis h  sy ste m s o f  m e d ia tio n  w h ic h  re p r e s e n t, n e u tra l-  

ize  a n d  re n d e r  im p o te n t a li th e  in te n s iv e  m u ltip lic it ie s , b y  s u b je c tin g  th em  to 

th e  fo r m / s u b s ta n c e  c o u p le . T h e y  g iv e  sh a p e  to th e  s u b s ta n c e s  o f  e x p re ss io n  

a n d  the s u b s ta n c e s  o f  th e  c o n te n t; th ey  im p o se  on  in te n s iv e  r e a litie s  the 

re g im e  o f  th e  s tra ta  o f  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n .12 T h a t  re g im e  s h o u ld , in m y vievv, 

be c o n s id e re d  as a  s p e c if ic  semiotic option o f  the p ro c es se s  o f  d e -te rr ito r ia liza -  

tio n . W e a re  fa ce d  w ith  a  ch o ice : e ith e r  a sy ste m  vvith n a r t ic u la tio n s  in vvhich 

the v a r io u s  n o n -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s  c o m b in e  th e ir  e ffo rts  vvithout a n y  o n e  o f  

th em  o v e r -e n c o d in g  th e  o th ers ; o r a sy ste m  o f  d o u b le  a r tic u la tio n , d o u b le  

fo r m a liz a tio n , vv h ich  o v e r -e n c o d e s  a li o th e r  sy ste m s. I f  th e  la tte r , the s e m io ­

tics b e c o m e  s u b je c t  to vvhat o n e  m a y  ca li the s ig n ify in g  illu s io n , a n d  a li seem  

to d e p e n d  on lin g u is t ic s .13 E v e n  th e  s e m io tic  s tra ta  d e s c rib e d  b y H je lm s le v  

stili b e lo n g  to th e  p a r t ic u la r  m o d e  o f  fo r m a liz a tio n  p r o p e r  to s ig n ify in g  

se m io tics . I th in k , hovvever, th a t th e  trip le  d iv is io n  he su g g e sts  s h o u ld  be 

p r e s e r v e d , as lo n g  as it ca n  be tra n s p o se d  to so m e  exten t:

form , c o n s id e re d  in d e p e n d e n tly  o fs u b s ta n c e  (vvhich H je lm s le v  n e v e r  en vis- 

a g e s). T h is  vvould re la te  to vvhat I c a li h ere  abstract machines;

substance, o r  m o re  p r e c is e ly  th e  fo r m / s u b s ta n c e  c o u p le . T o  th e  p a r t ic u la r  

case  o f  the s e m io lo g ie s  o f  s ig n if ic a tio n , th is vvould c o rre s p o n d  as a m o d e  o f  

a c tu a liz a t io n , m a n ife s ta tio n , p o sse ssio n  o f  th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  p o te n c y  o f  

a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  vvhen th ey  b e co m e  su b je c t  to th e  sy ste m  o fs tr a t if ic a t io n  o f  

ex p re ssio n  a n d  c o n te n t  b a se d  on  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  d o u b le  a rtic u la tio n ;

mat ter, c o n s id e re d  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  its s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic  fo rm a tio n  (th is is 

not e n v is a g e d  b y H je lm s le v , e ith e r , fo r in his vvay o f  th in k in g  it vvould im p ly  

le a v in g  the se m io tic  s p h e re ) . It vvould  then  s ta n d  as a c o rr e s p o n d e n t to vvhat I 

cali th e  m a c h in ic  m e a n in g . In  th e  c o n te x t  o f  a s e m io tic  o f  the m a c h in ic  sen se, 

ra th er th a n  o f  th e  s ig n ific a tio n , o f  m a te r ia l in te n s ities  ra th e r  th a n  o f  the 

sign ifier as a  c a te g o r y  in itse lf, o f  c o lle c tiv e  a p p a r a tu s  o f  u tte r a n c e  ra th e r  th an  

an in d iv id u a t io n  o f  th e  s u b je c t  b a se d  o n  th e  p r im a c y  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t, vvhat 

vvould v a n is h  vvould  be th e  v e r y  d is t in c tio n  betvveen c o n te n t a n d  e x p re ss io n . 

T h is  m a y  be th e  vvay in  vvhich  vve are  to  u n d e rs ta n d  H je lm s le v ’ s (o r  h is 

tra n s la to r s ’ ?) in tu it io n  in  id e n tify in g  m a tte r  a n d  m e a n in g .

In  th e  s p e c if ic  c a se  o f  d o u b le  a r tic u la tio n  s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e s , vve a re  in a

12. C f .  C h n s t i a n  M e i z ’s a n a l y s i s ,  v m h  r e f er en ce  to H j e l m s l e v ’ s P rolegom enes: ‘ L e t  us re t u r n  to 

C h a p t e r  1 3 o f  the  P rolegom en es , vvhere it s a v s  that  form  is a p u r e  netvvork o f  re i a t io n sh i p s,  t ha t  m a t t e r  

(here c h r is t e n e d  " s e n s e ” ) r e p re se n t s the in i t i a l l y  a m o r p h o u s  e n t it y  in w h ı c h  f o r m  is in s c r ıh e d  a n d  

“ m a n i f e s t e d ” , a n d  that  the s u b s t a n c e  is w h a t  a p p e a r s  vvhen o n e  pr o je ct s  f or m  o n t o  m a t t e r  “ as  a  net  

that is s t r e t c h e d  o u t  p ro je ct s  its sh ad ov v o n t o  a n  u n b r o k e n  s u r f a c e ”  ( p . 8 ı ). T h i s  m e t a p h o r  s e e m s  to 

me a v e r y  c l e a r  o ne :  t he  “ u n b r o k e n  s u r f a c e ”  is t he  m a t t e r ,  the “ o u t s t r e t c h e d  n e t ”  is the f o r m , a n d  

the “ sh a d o v v ”  o f  the net  is the s u b s t a n c e . ’ ( M e t z ,  L a n g a g e  et cınem a, L a r o u s s e ,  197 1 •)

13. C f .  B e n v e n i s t e ,  S em iotica , 1969 ,  1 . 2 ,  M o u t o n .



se n se  su b jectecl to a  co n tro ile d  d e -te rr ito r ia liz a tio n . T h e  a n ti-p r o d u c tio n  o f  

s ig n if ic a tio n  a n d  s u b je c tiv a tio n  p a r t ia lly  r e -te r r ito r ia liz e s  the s e m io tic  p r o ­

cess. It is n o t a q u e s tio n  o f  r a d ic a l n e u tr a liz a tio n , h o w ev e r: the se m io tics  o f  

s ig n if ic a tio n  a lso  im p iy  se tt in g  on  fo o t a d e -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss  

vvhich w il! c o n tin u e  to p la y  a le a d in g  ro le  in th e  m o st a d v a n c e d , m o st 

a r t if ic ia l,  m o st m o d e rn , m o st s c ie n tific  m a c h in ic  c o n ju n c tio n s . In  the c a se  o f  

a p o lit ic s  o f  n o n -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s  vvith n n u m b e r  o f  a r t ic u la tio n s , on e 

w il! th u s p re s e r v e  a c e rta in  p a rtia i use for s ig n ify in g  s e m io lo g ie s . T h e y  vvill 

th en  fu n c tio n  in spıte o f  th e ir  re - te r r ito r ia liz in g  efTects o f  s ig n ific a tio n  and  

s u b je c tiv a tio n . T h e y  vvill m ere ly  lo se  th e ir  fu n c tio n  o f  o v e r -e n c o d in g  the 

s y s te m s  o f  sem iotic, p r o d u c tio n  th a t u sed  to  fa il u n d e r  th e  d e s p o tism  o f  the 

s ig n ifie r .

In  d is t iııg u is h in g , as I am  try in g  to, tvvo se m io tic  p o litic s , I vvant to 

d e te rm in e  u n d e r  vvhat c o n d itio n s  c e rta in  se m io tic  a re as  -  in s c ie n ce s , arts , 

r e v o lu tio n , s e x u a lity , ete. -  c o u ld  be re m o v e d  fro m  the co n tro l o f  th e  

d o m in a n t  re p re s e n ta tio n s , co u ld  g e t b e y o n d  th e  sy ste m  o f  r e p r e s e n ta tio n  as 

su ch  -  s in c e  th a t s y ste m  s e p a ra te s  d e s ir in g  p r o d u c tio n  from  p r o d u c tio n  for 

e x c h a n g e , a n d  a lie n a te s  it as p r e v a ilin g  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s d e m a n d .

L e t  us look a g a in  at th e  th re e  tvp e s  o fs y n th e s is  vve u sed  in o rd e r  to  id e n tify  

a n d  a r t ic u la te  p r o d u c t io n  a n d  re p res en ta tio n :

ı . A t  the le v e l o f  connective syntheses, vvhat is set g o in g  b y  the p ro cesse s  o f  

n o n -s e m io tic  e n c o d in g  is th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  -  th a t  is, m a c h in ic  p ro cesse s  

in d e p e n d e n t o f  d ic h o to m ie s  betvveen ‘d o in g ’ a n d  ‘ th in k in g ’ , betvveen 

re p r e s e n ta tio n  a n d  p r o d u c tio n . T h e  m a c h in ic  se n se  m u st h ere  be u n d e rsto o d  

in v e c to r ia l term s: th e  sen se  in d ic a te s  a  m o d e  o f  p o ly v o c a l co n n e c tio n  a m o n g  

th e  m a c h in ic  flu x e s. M u ltip lic it ie s  o f  in te n s ity  c a n n o t b e  lu m p e d  to g e th e r  or 

te r r ito r ia liz e d  a lo n g  a n y  o n e  s y ste m  o f  s ig n ific a tio n . E a c h  p ro d u c e s  its ovvn 

s p e c in c a tio n s , a n d  th is  p r o d u c t io n  o f  m e a n in g , vvhich d o es n o t c o n ta in  the 

p ro c e s s  it s e lf  b u t d e v e lo p s  as it vvere a lo n g s id e  it, tr a n s v e rs a lly , o u ts id e  ali 

sy s te m s  o f  r e p r e s e n ta tio n , is n on e o th e r  th a n  vvhat vve h a v e  d e s ig n a te d  as the 

o rg a n le s s  b o d y .

2. W ith  disjutıctive syntheses, th e  fo r m a lism  o f  r e p re s e n ta tio n  is e s ta b lis h e d  in 

p r id e  o f  p la c e . P a r t ic u la r  s ig n ify in g  su b s ta n c e s  ta k e  ö v e r  the fu n c tio n in g  o f  

a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s ; th e y  ta k e  c o n tro l, o r g a n iz e  an d  ‘ d is c ip lin e ’ th e  c o n n e c tiv e  

s y n th e s e s . T h o u g h  in th e ir  c o n s c io u s , d e s tru e tiv e  a sp e c t th ey  a re  m a c h in e s  o f 

d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , th e y  a re  a t the s a m e  tim e  stru e tu re s  o f  re -te r r ito r ia liz a -  

tio n  b e c a u s e  o f  the s y ste m  o f  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n  th a t p ro d u c e s  th e ir  efTects o f  

s ig n if ic a tio n  a n d  s u b je c tiv a tio n . VVith d is ju n c t iv e  sy n th e s e s , o n e  m o ve s  b ack  

a n d  fo r th  betvveen  th e  d e a d  e n d  o f  ic o n ic  im p o te n tiz a tio n  a n d  a  de- 

te rr ito r ia liz in g  d ia g r a m m a tiz a t io n  c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  re c o n n e c te d  to the 

c o n n e c tiv e  sy n th e s is .



3. A t  th is p o in t  o f  d e p a r tu r e , th e  conjunctive syntheses d e fin e  th e  s ta tu s  o f  

s u b je c tiv a tio n . In  th e  c a s e  o f  s ig n ify in g  s e m io lo g ie s , s u b je c tiv a tio n  is 

in d iv id u a te d , sp ü t u p  b y  th e  s ig n ifie r , re n d e r e d  im p o te n t; th e  s u b je c t  be- 

co m es  s im p ly  s o m e th in g  a lo n g s id e  th e  s ig n ify in g  s u b s ta n c e s . A li  p o ly v o c ity  

o f  u tte r a n c e  is a lie n a te d  to a  ‘ t r a n s c e n d e n ta liz e d ’ s u b je c t  o f  th e  u tte r a n c e .

In  th e  c a s e  o f  n o n -s ig n ify in g  se m io tic s , th ere  is a  c o lle c tiv e  fo rc e  o f  

u tte r a n c e  th a t e ffects th e  sp lit  in h eren t in a il sy ste m s o f  re p re s e n ta tio n , T h e  

sense o f  the a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  co n n e c ts  u p  vvith the sense o f  the c o lle c tiv e  

a p p a ra tu s e s  o f  u tte ra n c e , b o th  p r io r  to a n d  b e y o n d  the e x c lu s iv e  d is ju n c tiv e  

s ig n ific a tio n s  o f  th e  s ig n ify in g  s e m io lo g ie s  vvith th e ir  e ffect o f  in d iv id u a t in g  

s u b je c tiv ity . T h u s  th e  c o lle c t iv e  a p p a r a tu s e s  o f  u tte r a n c e  a n d  p ro je c tio n  

e ffect a c o n ju n c tio n  betvveen th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  on the o n e  h a n d , a n d  on 

the o th e r  the m a c h in e s  th at a re  a c tu a liz e d  in th e  flu x es  o f  re a lity  a n d  the 

fiu xes o f  a -s ıg n ify in g  sig n s. T h e  s p e c if ic  e ffect o f  the a n n ih ila t in g  de- 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  th e  in s ta n c e  o f  c o n sc ie n c e  b e c o m e s  in  so m e se n se  iso- 

la ted  fro m  s u b je c tiv iz in g  s ig n ific a tio n s . A  m a c h in e  o f  in te n s iv e  de- 

te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  is a g a tev v a y  fo r th e  fiu x  o f  sig n s, a n d  g iv e s  th em  nevv povver 

by lib e r a t in g  th em  fro m  r e p r e s e n ta tio n a l d e a d  en d s a n d  in v o lv in g  th em  in 

p ro cesses  o f  d ia g r a m m a tic  c o n ju n c tio n . T o  tra n s p o se  it in to  the te rm in o lo g y  

used b y  A n d r e  M a r t in e t , th e  p r o b le m  ca n  be s ta te d  like  this: the m o n e m e s 

s tru c tu re d  on the le v e l o f  th e  first a r t ic u la t io n  a n d  the p h o n e m e s  s tru c tu re d  

on th e  le v e l o f  the se co n d  a r t ic u la t io n  are  n o t in  essen ce  d iffe re n t. B o th  are  

g e n e ra te d , fro m  o u t o f  the s a m e  c o n tin u u m , b y  a ‘d u a l c o n s tr a in t ’ , b y  h a v in g  

to re sp o n d  to tvvo d iffe re n t ty p e s  o f  fo r m a liz a tio n . T h is  g iv e s  us tvvo ty p e s  o f  

p r o d u c tio n : th in g s  s ig n ifie d , vvhich a re  c la ss ifie d , p a r a d ig m a tiz e d , re n d e r e d  

im p o te n t; a n d  s ig n ifie rs , vvhich  a re  p o lic e d  a n d  s y n ta g m a tiz e d . B u t , o u ts id e  

this d u a l e ffe ct o f  s ig n if ic a tio n , a nevv ty p e  o fa -s ig n ify in g  d ia g r a m m a tic  ü n e  o f  

esca p e  h as b e c o m e  p o s s ib le .

A  d ir e c t  s e m io tic  r e la t io n s h ip  ca n  novv b e  e sta b lis h e d  betvveen the m a tte r  o f  

e xp re ssio n  a n d  th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s . H e n c e fo rth , th e  tra d it io n a l d is tin e tio n  

betvveen the e x p re s s io n  o r s ig n ifie r  a n d  th e  c o n te n t o r vvhat is s ig n ifie d  ten d s 

to sto p  b e in g  o b v io u s ly  n e c e s s a r y . T h e  e x p re ss io n  o f  a machinic sense novv tak es 

the p la c e  o f

(1) the sy ste m  o f  s ig n if ic a t io n  b a se d  on th e  d ııa l ity  o fs ig n if ie r  an d  sig n ifie d ;

(2) the s y ste m  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n  b a se d  on  th e  d u a lity  o f  s u b s ta n c e  a n d  

form;

(3) th e  a r t ic u la t io n  o f  b o th  th ese  sy ste m s as a  m o d e  o f  s u b je c tiv a tio n  th at 

p reven ts a n y  d ire c t  c o n ta c t  vvith th e  re fe re n c e  -  th a t  is, th e  in te n s iv e  

m u ltip lic ity  o f  m a te r ia l in te n s ities .

In  this re sp e c t, it m a y  be h eld  th at the sy ste m  o f  re fe re n tia l th in k in g  h as 

n ever b een  b a s ic a lly  a n y th in g  b u t o n e  fin a l b a r r ie r , o n e  la st d e s p e ra te



a tte m p t  to p r e v e n t th e  e v e r  m o re  th r e a te n in g  p r o life ra tio n  o f  a b s tr a c t  

m a c h in e s  fro m  the C en tra l m a c h in ic  s t e m .14

T h e  tvvo d u a lit ie s  — s ig n ifie d / s ig n ifie r , su b sta n c e / fo r m  -  vvere su b je c- 

t iv a t in g ; th e  e x p re s s iv e  d u a lity  -  m a tte r / a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e  -  im p lie s  a 

c o lle c tiv e  u tte r in g  fo rce. B u t , le t m e r e p e a t, th a t d e -s u b je c tiv a tio n  d o es not 

th e r e b y  in v a lid a te  ‘ h u m a n ’ se m io tics . E v e n  s u p p o s in g  th a t  the d es p o tism  o f  

th e  s ig n ifie r  vvere to  be a b o lis h e d , s ig n ify in g  la n g u a g e s  vvould stili h a v e  a 

c r u c ia l ro le  to p la y  as the m ea n s o f  c o n ta in in g  the p ro cesse s  o f  re- 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n , a n d  to  g iv e  th e  m a c h in ic  s p e a rh e a d s  o f  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a -  

tio n  th e ir  fu ll fo rce. T h a t  is w h y  in s c h iz o -a n a ly s is  vve sh o u ld  g iv e  free  re in  to 

O e d ip a liz in g  re p r e s e n ta tio n s  an d  p a r a n o id - fa s c is t  re p r e s e n ta tio n s , in o rd e r  

th e  b e tte r  to c o u n te r  th e ir  te n d e n e y  to b lo ck  the flu x es, a n d  to  s ta rt  th in g s 

g o in g  a g a in  in a k in d  o f  m a c h in ic  forvvard  ru sh .

T h e  p e rs p e e tiv e  I a m  s u g g e s t in g  im p lie s  a  fu n d a m e n ta l re v ersa l o f  p e rsp e c- 

tive . W e  a re  a b a n d o n in g  th e  fo rm a l c la s s ific a tio n s  o f  s e m io tic  c o m p o n e n ts , 

an d  in ste a d  a re  p r im a r ily  c o n s id e r in g  th e  k in d  o f  vvorkin g o rg a n iz a tio n s  th ey  

c o n s titu te  -  in v ie w  o f  sp e c if ic  sy ste m s o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  flu xes. T h e  sign  

m a c h in e s  tak e  p a rt  in th e  p ro cesse s  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  a t vvork vvithin the 

c e n tra l m a c h in ic  p h y lu m . In d e e d  th ere  is no fu rth e r  n eed  to e s ta b lis h  a 

c le a r -c u t  d is t in c tio n  betvveen  -  s a y  -  a d ia g r a m m a tiz a t io n  o f  s ig n s a n d  a 

te c h n o lo g ic a l in n o v a tio n , o r  a s c ie n tific  m u ta tio n  o f  ‘n a t u r a l ’ flu x e s , or 

‘a r t i f ic ia l ’ m a c h in e s . VVith b o th  ‘n a tu r e ’ a n d  s ig n s , w e  are  c o n c e rn e d  vvith the 

s a m e  ty p e  o f  m a c h in is m  a n d  th e  sa m e  se m io tic  o f  m a te r ia l in te n sities .

O p p o s it io n s  b etvveen  n a tu r e  a n d  c u ltu re , s ig n s a n d  th in g s , s p ir it  a n d  

m a tte r , th e o r y  a n d  te c h n o lo g v , ete. a p p e a r e d  to m a k e  sen se  o n ly  in  the 

c o n te x l o f  a s e m io lo g y  ö f  s ig n if ic a tio n  th a t set o u t to e la ss ify , c o n tro l, tu rn  in to  

c le a r ly  d efin e d  a n d  s p e c if ie d  o b je c ts  a li th e  v a r io u s  ‘ c o n te n ts ’ it e x tr a c te d  

fro m  th e m u lt ip lic it ie s  o f  in t e n s it y .15 T h e  e ffects  o f  d e -te rr ito r ia liz e d  flu x es  o f  

e le e tro n s , flu x es  o f  s ig n s , o f  e x p e r im e n ta l c o m b in a tio n s , o f  lo g ic  m a c h in e s  

a n d  so on  c o m b in e  to  g iv e  a w id e  e x p a n s io n  to  d e - te rr ito r ia liz in g  c o n ju n c ­

tio n s, a n d  set th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  free fro m  th e d es p o tism  o f  th e  s tra ta  o f  

s ig n ifie rs .

14. M e t z  be l ie v e s t ha t  C h o m s k y  to s o m e  e x te n t  g et s  b e y o n d  H j e l m s l e v ’s o p p o s i t i o n  betvveen 

e x p r e s s io n  a n d  c o n t e n t ,  T h e  C h o m s k i a n s  re fe r  to a  ‘ lo g i c  m a c h i n e ’ p r io r  to the text,  a n d  c a p a b l e  o f  

g e n e r a u n g  it, vvhich vvould o v e r e o m e  the o p p o s i t i o n  betvveen the f o r m  o f  the co n t e n t  a n d  the f or m  o f  

the e x p r e s s io n .  T h i s  is s o m e t h i n g  t ha t  m e r i ts  m o r e  p r o f o u n d  c o n s id e r a t io n .  B u t  it s e e m s  to m e ,  at  

f irst  s i g h l ,  ıh at  su c h  a lo g i c  m a c h i n e  is st il i  re s tri c te d to the s e m io ti c s  o fs i g n i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  vvould not 

m a k e  it p o s s i b le  to efl'ect t h e p a s s a g e  to t he  a b s t r a c t  m a c h i n e s  vvhich a r e  to b e  f o u n d  p ri o r,  not  

m e r e l y  to the vvritten vvord,  b u t  to al i  m a c h i n i c  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f e v e r y  ki n d ,  T h e  s a m e  m a y  be sa id  

o f t h e  s y s t e m  o f  a b s t r a c t  o b je c t s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  S. K .  S a u m j a n ’s ‘ G e n e r a t i v e  A p p l i c a t i v e  M o d e l ’ ,

15,  It m a y  b e  an  in t u i t i o n  o f  this  so rt  that  ie a d s  C h r i s t i a n  M e t z  to su g g e s t  an  a n a ly s is  o f  the 

r e i e v a n t  f c a t u r e s  o f  the m a t e r i a l  o f  e x p r e s s io n ,  o r  to o p p o s e  the c a t e g o r y  o f  e x p r c s s i o n  to t ha t  o f  

s i g n if i c a t io n ,  B u t  in m y  vievv he  is vvrong,  vvhen s t u d y i n g  the c i n e m a ,  to c o n t i n u e  to t al k  a b o u t  the 

m a t t e r  o f  the ügnifier, ra  t h e r  t h a n  to us e H j e l m s l e v ’s p h r a s e ,  the m a t t e r  o f  e.vpressıon.



M a c h in ic  c o n ju n c tio n s  vvill fin d  th eir  m e a n in g , vvill be ‘g u id e d ’ in  th e ir  

d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  in te n s ity  a s  m u c h  fro m  a flu x  o f  e le ctro n s as fro m  a  flu x  o f  

e q u a tio n s  o r  a x io m s . I m u st stress th a t  th is  d o e s  n o t m e a n  a  re tu rn  to  th e  

‘o r ig in s ’ : on  the c o n tr a r y , th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a  c o lle c tiv e  u tte r in g  fo rce  

im p lie s  th a t  vve c o n tın u e  to p a ss b y  vvay o f  the narrovv ‘d e f ile s ’ o f  th e  s ig n ifie r  

a n d  th e  ‘ s c h iz z e s ’ o f  in d iv id u a te d  s u b je c tiv a tio n . B u t  th is tim e, it is as p u re  

m ea n s -  vvith out a n y  tr a n s c e n d e n ta l d im e n s io n , vvith o u t a n y  p a r a ly s in g  e ffect 

on  th e  h is to r ic a l p ro cesse s  o f  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n .

I t  m a y  be u sefu l h e re  to g iv e  a  fevv e x a m p le s  o f  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in es . T h e s e  

m a y  b e  lo g ic a l m a c h in e s  se t in  m o tio n  b y th e  s c ie n ce s , o r  fo r m u la e  o f  

tr a n s v e r s a lity  ‘ u n le a s h e d ’ in  th e  c o u rse  o fh is to r y , as for in s ta n c e  in  th e  s p h e re  

o f  w a r  m a c h in e s  o r re lig io n  m a c h in e s . B u t  m a c h in is m  o f  th is  k in d  a lso  

p r o life ra te s  a t the m ic r o s c o p ıc  le v e l. C o n s id e r  vvhat vve ca li a t th e  L a  B o rd e  

c lin ic  th e  grid: in  a li th e  v a r io u s  fo rm s a n d  sta g e s  o f  its  e x is te n c e , it  in v o lv e s  

the e m e rg e n c e  o f  a n  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e . T h e  p ro b le m  vvas to c o n n e c t the flu x es  

o f  tim e , o f  la b o u r , o f  fu n c tio n s , o f  m o n e y  a n d  so  o n , on  a  ra th e r  d iffe re n t m o d e  

from  th e o n e  n o r m a lly  p r e v a i lin g  in  o th e r  e s ta b lis h m e n ts  o f  the sa m e  k in d  -  

vvhich  c a n  be c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  r e la t iv e ly  s ta tic  o r g a n o g ra m  

o f  fu n c tio n . T h e  vvork t im e - t a b le -  vvritten  dovvn o n  p a p e r -  the c irc u la tio n  o f  

fu n c tio n s  in s c r ib e d  in a s e m io lo g y  o fg e s tu r e s , th e  m o d ific a tio n  o fh ie r a r c h ic a l 

c a te g o r ie s  in s c r ib e d  in  a  ju r id ic a l  a n d  so c ia l s e m io lo g y , a li th ese  a re  s p e c if ic  

m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  th e  s a m e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in is m  th a t  c o n v e y s  a ce rta in  ( lo c a l, 

an d  n o t v e r y  im p o r ta n t)  m u ta tio n  in  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s . A n d  it m a y  h a v e  

b een  b e c a u s e  th is so rt o f  m a c h in is m  h a d  b e g u n  to  a p p e a r  a t  L a  B o rd e  th a t  so 

m u ch  fu ss vvas m a d e  a b o u t  o u r  e x p e r im e n ts  th e r e .16 A n o th e r  e x a m p le  o f  

a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  is th e  lo v e  r itu a ls  th a t c h a r a c te r iz e  d iffe re n t p e rio d s . 

C o u r t ly  lo v e , sa y s  R e n e  N e lly , in tro d u c e d  a  r a d ic a lly  nevv o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  

r e la tio n sh ip s  betvveen m en  a n d  vvom en in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  fe u d a l ca ste  

sy ste m . T h e  s e m io tic  o f  r o m a n tic  lo v e , in  its tu rn , in d e p e n d e n t o f  th e  

s ig n ific a tio n s  a n d  se n tim e n ts  it e xp re sse s , seem s to m e to co rre s p o n d  m o re  to 

se ttin g  u p  a  c e rta in  k in d  o f  r e la tio n s h ip  to  c h ild h o o d , to m a k in g  u se o f  th e  

in te n sities  a n d  te rr ito r ia lit ie s  o f  c h ild h o o d  in vvhat I h a v e  c a lle d  ‘ c h ild h o o d  

b lo c k s ’ , a s  o p p o s e d  to  c o n s c io u s  c h ild h o o d  m em o rie s . ( T h a t  th is  is a  c a s e  n o t 

m ere ly  o f  s ig n if ic a tiv e  th em e s b u t o f  se tt in g  in  m o tio n  a  n o n -s ig n ify in g  

in te n s iv e  m a c h in e  is d e m o n s tra te d  b y  th e  d e c is iv e  p a rt  p la y e d  b y  su c h  

c h ild h o o d  b lo c k s  in th e  m u s ic  o f  a c o m p o s e r  lik e  S c h u m a n n .)

T h e  P o w e r R e la tio n sh ip s vvithin the U tteran ce

T h e  fu n c tio n  o f  la n g u a g e  is n o t s o le ly  to se rv e  as a c h a n n e l o f  tra n s m iss io n  fo r 

fluxes o f  in fo r m a tio n . L a n g u a g e s  are  n o t m ere  s u p p o rts  to c o m m u n ic a tio n

16, C f .  t h e special n u m b e r  o f  the revievv Reckerches d e v o t e d  to L a  B o r d e ,  no.  2 1, A prii 1976.



a m o n g  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  t h e y  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t  

i n  v v h i c h  t h e y  a r e  u s e d .  W h a t  c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  a r b i t r a r y  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  

s i g n i f i c a t i o n  ( t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t v v e e n  t h e  s i g n i f i e r  a n d  t h e  t h i n g  s i g n i f i e d )  is 

o n l y  a  p a r t i c u l a r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r b i t r a r i n e s s  o f  p o v v e r .  T h e  d o m i n a n t  

l a n g u a g e  is a l v v a v s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  d o m i n a n t  c l a s s ;  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

m a k e s  u s e  o f  s i g n i f y i n g  s e m i o t i c s ,  b u t ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  v v h a t  m a k e s  i t  t i c k  is  a 

n o n - s i g n i f y i n g  s e m i o t i c s .  L i n g u i s t s  l i k e  O s v v a l d  D u c r o t  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  l e d  to  

‘ d e v a l ü e  t h e  f a c i l e  m e t a p h o r  t h a t  a s s i m i l a t e s  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  c o d e s ,  a n d  s o  t o  

q u a l i f y ,  o r  e v e n  a l t o g e t h e r  d e n y  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f l a n g u a g e  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ’ . 1 ' P r o m i s i n g ,  o r d e r i n g ,  a d v ı s i n g ,  g i v i n g  a n  a s s u r a n c e ,  p r a i s -  

i n g ,  t a k i n g  s e r i o u s l y  o r  l i g h t l y ,  s n e e r i n g  a n d  s o  o n  a r e  a s  m u c h  m i c r o - p o l i t i c a l  

a s  t h e y  a r e  l i n g u i s t i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  T o  a  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  e x t e n t  t h e y  a r e  a l i  v v h a t  

A u s t i n  c a l l s  ‘ i l l o c u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n s ’ . E v e r y  s t a t e m e n t  c a n  t h u s  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  u t t e r a n c e ,  a r r a n g e d  b y  r a n k ,  c a s t e ,  c l a s s .  T h e r e ­

f o r e  a n y  q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  a p p a r a t u s e s  o f  u t t e r a n c e  

v v o u l d  i m p l y  a  r e f u s a l  t o  t a i l o r  t h e  m o d e  o f  u t t e r a n c e  t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  

u t t e r e d ,  a n d  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n s  o f  u t t e r a n c e  a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  

r e d u c i b l e  s i m p l y  t o  l i n g u i s t i c  s u b s t a n c e s .  B e y o n d  t h e  m e s s a g e s  e x p l i c i t l y  

e x p r e s s e d  a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  u t t e r e d ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  v v o u l d  h a v e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  

n o n - s i g n i f y i n g  s e m i o t i c  d i m e n s i o n s  u n d e r l y i n g ,  i l l u m i n a t i n g  a n d  d e c o n -  

s t r u c t i n g  e v e r y  d i s c o u r s e .  i t s  a i m  v v o u l d  n o t  b e  s o  m u c h  t o  t r y  t o  e x p r e s s  it  a l i  

i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  t e x t  a n d  t h e  s i g n i f i e r ,  b u t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t r u e  p o v v e r  

s i t u a t i o n  o f  f o r c e s ,  i n  o t h e r  v v o r d s  t h e  m a c h i n i c  e n g a g e m e n t s  o f  d e s i r e .

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  u s e s  s i g n i f y i n g  s e m i o t i c s ,  b u t  n e v e r  l o s e s  i t s e l f  c o m -  

p l e t e l y  i n  t h e m ,  a n d  it  v v o u l d  b e  a  m i s t a k e  t o  i m a g i n e  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  f a i l  v i c t ı m  

t o  i t s  o v v n  s i g n i f y i n g  m e t h o d s  a n d  i d e o l o g i e s .  T h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s e s  f o s t e r  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s i g n i f y i n g  b e h a v i o u r .  I n d e e d ,  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e s  o n e  b a s i s  o f  

t h e i r  p o v v e r ,  b u t  i t  is  o n l y  a  m a t t e r  o f u s i n g  s e m i o t i c  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  to  

‘ d r u g ’ p e o p l e  v v h o  a r e  a l r e a d y  s u b j u g a t e d  i n  o t h e r  v v a y s  -  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  d e s i r e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  o f  e c o n o m i c  p r o d u c t i o n .

T h e r e  a r e  tv v o  m e t h o d s  o f  a p p r o a c h i n g  a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  s e m i o t i c :  o n e ,  

s t a r t i n g  f r o m  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  r e a l  p o v v e r  ( t h e  p o v v e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  o r  o f  a  

t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t ) ,  t r i e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  v v h a t  d o m i n a n t  s i g n i f i c a -  

t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  p r o d u c e d  a s  a  t e c h n i q u e  o f  s e m i o t i c  i m p o t e n t ı z a t i o n ;  t h e  

o t h e r ,  s t a r t i n g  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y  f r o m  i d e o l o g y ,  o r  e v e n  a  c r i t i q u e  o f  i d e o l o g y ,  

t r i e s  t o  c o m e  t o  t e r m s  v v i t h  r e a l i t y .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e  t h e r e  is a  k i n d  o f  

s i m ı ı l a t i o n  o f  r e a l  i n t e n s i t i e s ,  o n e  is  l u l l e d  b y  f i n e  s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  g r a n d i o s e  

p r o g r a m m e s  i n  t h e  f a m i l i a r  s t y l e  o f  r e f o r m i s t  p a r t i e s  a n d  o t h e r s  v v h o  s e e k  to  

c o n c e a l  t h e  r e a l  b a s e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p o v v e r .  T h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  

in  d e v e l o p i n g  a  v v h o l e  s y s t e m  o f  c o n f u s i n g  t h e  m a c h i n i c  s e n s e ,  a n d  in

7, O s w a l d  D u c r o t ,  D ire  et ne p a s  d ire , H e r m a n n ,  19 72,  p.  24.



p r o d u c in g  a m u ltitu d e  o fa r c h a is m s  in  th e  s u b je c tiv e  te r r ito r ia litie s  th a t re ify  

u tte r a n c e  a n d  sp lit  it betvveen  th e  tw o  fo r m a liz e d  s tr a ta  o f  c o n te n t a n d  

e x p re ss io n .

T h e  re su lt o f  this is to b lo c k  the s e m io tic  p ra x ıs  o f  th e  m asses -  o f  a li the 

v a r io u s  o p p re sse d  d e s ir in g  m in o ritie s  -  a n d  to p re v e n t th eir e n te r in g  in to  

d ire c t c o n ta c t  vvith m a te r ia l o r se m io tic  fiu x es, p r e v e n tin g  th eir  b e c o m in g  

c o n n e c te d  u p  to the d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  lin es o f  th e  d iffe re n t sorts o f  m a c h in is m  

a n d  so th r e a te n in g  th e  b a la n c e  o f  e s ta b lis h e d  povver. R e fe re n tia l th o u g h t, 

u n d e r s ta n d in g , in te r p r e ta tio n , the tr a n s c e n d e n ta liz in g  o f  d is t in c t , c o n c re te  

o b je cts , a n d  d o g m a tis m  a li p ro cee d  fro m  th e  s a m e  m eth o d  o f  s u b je c tin g  

p e o p le  to  th e  d o m in a n t s ta te m e n ts  a n d  s ig n ific a tio n s . E v e r y  s ta te m e n t h a s  to 

be u n d e rs to o d  vvithin the p re -e s ta b lis h e d  a re a  o f  e x c lu s iv e  b i-p o la r  v a lu e s , 

a n d  e v e r y  se m io tic  s e q u e n c e  h as  to le a v e  th e  re a lm  o f  its o r ig in a l m a c h in ic  

fo rm a tio n  to  e n ter  th e  sy ste m s o f  o ffic ia l e x p re s s io n  o f  s ig n ific a tio n  a n d  

r e p r e s e n ta t io n .18

In  m y  vievv it vvould be vvron g to a c c e p t  a n  o p p o sitio n  betvveen s c ie n c e  a n d  

id e o lo g y , e s p e c ia lly  in th e  o b s e s s io n a l m o d e  o f  th e  A lth u s s e r ia n s , vvho m a k e  

th at o p p o s it io n  m a ss iv e , s c h e m a tic  a n d  vvithout a n y  re a l re la tio n  to M a r x . 

W  e ca n  e x p e c t  n o  s a lv a t io n  fro m  a n y  a ll-e m b r a c in g  s c ie n c e  or ( to ta lly  

m y th ic a l)  sc ie n tific ity  o f  c o n c e p ts  o r  th eo ries  co n sid e re d  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  

th eir te c h n ic o -e x p e r im e n ta l c o n te x t  a n d  th e ir  s itu a t io n  in h is to ry . T h e  

re la tio n s h ip  betvveen sc ie n c e  a n d  p o litic s  c a n n o t be o n e  o f  d e p e n d e n c e . O f  

co u rse  b o th  p ro cee d  fro m  s im ila r  k in d s o f  c o lle c tiv e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  so c ia l 

e n g a g e m e n ts , b u t th e ir  s e m io tic  p r o d u c tio n s  a re  d ir e c te d  a lo n g  r a d ic a lly  

d ifferen t lin es.

S c ie n t if ic  s ta te m e n ts  (in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  c u rre n t s c ie n tific  p r o d u c tio n  r e la ­

tions) a re  a  k in d  o f  n a tu r a l p r o d u c t  o f  the fie ld  o f  lo g ic o -m a th e m a tic a l 

fo rm a lism , vvh ereas p o lit ic a l s ta te m e n ts  ( ta k in g  p o litic s  in tlıe  u s u a l sen se , n o t 

in th a t  o f  th e  m ic r o -p o lit ic s  o f  d es ire )  a re  s y s te m a tic a lly  re d u c e d  to m a tc h  

p e rs o n o lo g ic a l, fa m ilia l a n d  h ü m a n is t  s ta te m e n ts . In  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s , 

it is r a th e r  o v e r -g e n e ro u s  to allovv s c ie n c e  -  in  fa c t , a  ce rta in  m y th o lo g y  o f  

scien ce  -  th e  e x c lu s iv e  p r iv ile g e  o f  b e in g  th e  s o u rc e  o f  tru th , the so le  ce n tre  

o f  a li d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n s . A n d  it vvould d r a g  p o litic s  e v e n  d e e p e r  in to  a  d ea d  

end to try  to  r e d u c e  it to  a  sh e e r  id e o lo g ic a l e x e r c ise  i f  it sh o u ld  refu se  to  

su b m it to the in ju n c tio n s  o f  th e  e p is te m o lo g is ts . VVe m u st th erefo re  d e n y  th a t 

there is a n y  r a d ic a l e p is te m o lo g ic a l b re a k  betvveen a c o n c e p tu a l fie ld  o f  th e  

p u re ly  s c ie n tific , a n d  a n  id e o lo g y  th a t  is p u re ly  illu s o ry  a n d  m y s tific a to r y . 

T h e  m o m e n t the d is c o u rs e  o f  s c ie n c e  b e co m e s a d is c o u rs e  about sc ie n c e  (an d  

the d iv id in g  lin e  is im p o s s ib le  to d e te rm in e  fo r c e r ta in  vvhen it co m es  to  the

18. T h e  a x i o m s  o f  r ef er en tia l  t h o u g h t  h a v e  be e n a n a l y s e d  b y  G il l e s  D e l e u z e  (in D ifferen ce  et 

repetition) a r o u n d  f o u r  t h e m e s :  identity  in the  c o n c e p t ,  s im ilitu d e  in t h e p e r c e p t io n ,  an alagy  in the  

j u d g e m e n t  a n d  m g atio n  in t h e p o si t i o n  o f e x i s t e n c e .



v o ic e s  th at a c tu a lly  sp e a k  fo r sc ie n c e , so o n ly  the e p is te m o lo g is ts  ca n  

c o n tr a d ic t  us) it a u to m a t ic a lly  m ak es i t s e l f  an  id e o lo g y , th a t is to sa y  a 

s e m io tic  o f  s ig n if ic a tio n . C o n v e r s e ly ,  vvhat set o u t as id e o lo g ie s  c a n  a c q u ire  

re a l e ffe c tiv e n e ss , c a n  b e  ‘ s c ie n t if ic a lly ’ m a n ip u la te d  a n d  h a v e  d e c is iv e  so c ia l, 

e c o n o m ic  a n d  m a te r ia l c o n s e q u e n c e s . In  sh o rt, I b e lie v e  it to be q u ite  a b sü rd  

to try  to  b a se  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p o litic s  on  sc ie n ce . T h e  s c ie n c e  c ite d  b y  s c ie n tific  

M a r x is ts  d o es n o t ex ist; it is a n  im a g in a ry  s c ie n c e  th a t o p e ra te s  o n ly  in the 

vvritin gs o f  e p is te m o lo g is ts . O n  the o th e r  h a n d , I d o  n o t th in k  it a b sü r d  to 

b a se  a re v o lu t io n a r y  p o lit ic s  on  se m io tic  a n d  a n a ly t ıc a l e xe rc ise s  th a t  h a v e  

b ro k e n  vvith th e  d o m in a n t  s e m io lo g y ; in o th e r  vvords, on vvays o f  u s in g  the 

sp o k e n  a n d  vvritten  vvord, p ic tu re s , g e stu re s , g ro u p s  a n d  so o n , th a t vvould 

d ir e c t  a lo n g  v e r y  d iffe re n t  lin es th e  r e la tio n s h ip  betvveen  the flu x  o f  s ig n s  a n d  

a li the d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  fiu x es. In  p o in t o f  fa c t, it is b y  g e tt in g  c a u g h t  u p  in 

th e  n et o f  in te r p r e ta tiv e  s e m io lo g ie s  th a t the m asse s  fa il to  re a liz e  th e  tru e  

s p r in g s  o f  th eir povver -  th a t is th eir  re a l c o n tr o l ö v e r  in d u s tr ia l, te c h n o lo g ic -  

a l, sc ie n tific , e c o n o m ic  a n d  so c ia l s e m io t ic s -  a n d  b e c o m e  b o g g e d  dovvn in the 

p h a n ta s ie s  o f  th e  d o m in a n t  re a lity , a n d  in the m o d es o f  su b je ctiv  a tio n  a n d  

re p re s s io n  o f  d e s ire  im p o se d  u p o n  th em  b y  the b o u rg e o isie .

H o vvever m u c h  sc ie n tific  s e m io tic s  m a y  b e  c o n ta m in a te d  b y  the d o g m a s  o f  

re lig io n  a n d  p h ilo s o p h y , th ey  re m a in  as a vvhole b a se d  on a m a c h in ic  p o litics . 

In  th e  la st re so rt, vvhat m a tte rs  is alvvays th e  e n g a g e m e n ts  o f  s ig n s  a n d  o f  

te c h n ic o -e x p e r im e n ta l c o m p le x e s , vvhereas fin al o b je c tiv e s , in te rp re ta tio n s  

an d  g r a p h ıc  r e p r e s e n ta tio n s  alvvays en d  b y  ta k in g  se co n d  p la c e . B u t h ere  

a g a in , th ere  is n o  a u to m a t ic  p ro te c tio n , n o g u a r a n te e  o f  s c ie n tific  p r a c t ic e  

a g a in s t  in te r p r e ta tiv e  a b e rr a t io n s , a n d , as vve h a v e  seen , sc ie n tists  ca n  often  

follovv su c h  a b e r r a tio n s  vvith n o th in g  sh o rt o f  m y s tic a l ferv o u r.

T o  c o n c lu d e  n ıy  r e m a r k s  a b o u t the a p p a ra tu s e s  o f  u tte r a n c e , a few  

c o m m e n ts  a b o u t  th e  s e m io tic s  o f  a rt . In  th is s p h e re , th in g s  a re  less c le a r-c u t; 

th ere  is a 'ta k e -o v e r  b y  the s ig n if ie r ’ o f  th e  vvork, the a rtis t, the in s p ir a tio n , the 

ta le n t, th e  g e n iu s . Y e t  it se e m s th a t, ö v e r  a li, o n e  m a y  sa y  th at m o d e rn  a rt is 

e v o lv in g  tovvards a p o lit ic s  o f  n o n -s ig n ific a n c e : re p r e s e n ta tio n a l a n d  m a ­

c h in ic  e n g a g e m e n ts  a r e g a in in g o v e r r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s y s t e m s o fe n c o d e d  e xp res- 

s io n . B u t ifvve  lo o k  m o re  c lo s e ly  a t the v a r io u s  so rts  o f  c o lle c tiv e  e n g a g e m e n t, 

vve h a v e  to q u a lify  th a t  s ta te m e n t. T h e  s te re o ty p e d  im a g e  vve h a v e  of, sa y , a 

p a in te r , is o f  an  in d iv id u a l m o re  th a n  u s u a llv  o p e n  to so c ia l life. W e  p ic tu re  

h im  vvith his fr ien d s  in  th e  c a fe , fo r in sta n c e . H e  vvill p r o b a b ly  be a m e m b e r  o f  

a sc h o o l, a n d  vvill a lm o s t  c e r ta in lv  be m o re  p o lit ic a lly  in v o lv e d  th a n  a 

c o m p o s e r  vvould. In d e e d  vve te n d  to  see  th e  co m p o s e r  as a s o lita r y  c h a r a c te r , 

vvrestlin g  iıı a  d iz z y in g  s in g le  c o m b a t  vvith a m u s ic a l c re a tio n  th a t h e c a n n o t 

q u ite  c a p tu r e . Y e t  it is n o tevvo rth y  th a t, vvith fevv e x c e p tio n s , c o m p o se rs  h a v e  

a lvvays te n d e d  tovvards a d e fe n c e  o f  tr a d it io n a l v a lu e s , tovvards r e lig io n , even  

tovvards so c ia l re a c tio n . In d e e d  in  th e ir  ovvn vvay th ey  a re  e x tr e m e ly  co m m it-



ted  p e o p le . O n e  c a n n o t th erefo re  c lin g  to  o n e ’s first im p re ss io n  o f  th e  p a in te r  

as a m a n  in s o c ie ty  a n d  th e  c o m p o s e r  as re p re s e n tin g  tra n s c e n d e n c e . I f  w e  

e x a m in e  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  c o lle c tiv e  s tru c tu re s  to  vvhich the tvvo b e lo n g , ra th e r  

th an  th e ir  in d iv id u a l a tt itu d e s , th e  p a r a d o x  is c o n firm e d .

M u s ic a l p r o d u c tio n  o r ig in a te s  in e x tre m e ly  la rg e  c o lle c tiv it ie s ; it im p lie s  a 

m a jö r  d iv is io n  o f  la b o u r , a n d  is s u p p o rte d  b y a  lo n g  m u s ic a l tra d itio n . E v e r y  

c o m p o s e r  vvrites as a n  e x te n s io n  o f  vvhat h as g o n e  b e fo re , a n d , th o u g h  he m ay  

in tro d u c e  e x c it in g  nevv id e a s , h e h as stili to d ep e n d  on  a vvhole te c h n o lo g y  a n d  

a vvhole p ro fe ss io n a l vvorld fo r  h is vvork to be p res en te d . G o m p o se rs  b e lo n g  to 

a k in d  o f  c a s te  vvith its ovvn h ig h ly  e la b o r a te  r itu a ls , a ca ste  vvhose p o s itio n  in 

the h ie r a r c h y  o f  r e a c t io n a r y  povvers is n o t n e g lig ib le . (P a in te rs , o fc o u r s e ,  a re  

c o n n e c te d  n o t so  m u ch  vvith the povvers o f  the a r is to c r a c y  as th o se  o f  fin a n c e .)  

O n e  h as  h ere  to c o n tr a s t  th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  o f  m u s ic  (p e rh a p s  th e  m o st 

n o n -s ig n ify in g  a n d  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  o f  a li!) vvith th e  vvhole m u s ic a l ca ste  

sv ste m  -  its c o n s e rv a to r ie s , its e d u c a tio n a l tra d itio n s , its ru les for c o rr e c t 

co m p o s it io n , its stress o n  th e  im p re s a r io  a n d  so  on . It b e co m e s c le a r  th a t the 

c o lle c t iv ity  o f  m u s ic a l p r o d u c t io n  is so o rg a n iz e d  as to  h a m p e r  a n d  d e la y  th e  

force  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  in h e r e n t in m u sic  as su c h , YVe m a y  th in k  h e re  o f  

the h is to ry  o f  the c h u r c h ’s r e la tio n s h ip  vvith m u sic , vvhich g o es  b a ck  to th e  

o rig in  o f  p o ly p h o n y . F o r  in s ta n c e , th e  c h u r c h  a lvvays tried  to b lo c k  th e  

m a c h in ic  e x p a n s io n  o f  in s tr u m e n ta l m u sic , a n d  to  allovv o n ly  s in g in g . I t  tried  

to set d o g m a t ic  lim its  to c o m p o s it io n , a n d  to im p o se  p a r t ic u la r  s ty le s  a n d  

form s. O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , o n e  o f  vvhat C h r is t ia n  M e tz  c a lls  th e  ‘o u ts ta n d in g  

fe a tu res  o f  th e  s u b je c t-m a tte r  o fp ic to r ia l  e x p r e s s io n ’ m a y  vvell be the fa c t  th at 

the p a in te r , c o n tra ry  to  a li a p p e a r a n c e s , is fa r  m o re  s o lita ry  th an  the 

c o m p o s e r .19 H e  is fa r  less afTected b y  tra d itio n  a n d  th e  sc h o o ls . M u s ic a l fo rm s 

o vervvh elm  th e  lis te n e r, c a p tu r in g , d ir e c tin g , c o n tro llin g . A  c a n v a s , o n  th e  

o th er h a n d , re m a in s  a t a d is ta n c e  fro m  th e  a r t - lo v e r - v v h o  ca n  p ick  it  u p , p u t 

it dovvn, g la n c e  a t it, p a ss  it b y  a lto g e th e r . T h e  p a in te r , th e  vvork a n d  the 

sp e c ta to r  re m a in  in a se n se  fu n d a m e n ta lly  s e p a r a te  fro m  o n e  a n o th e r. In  the 

final a n a ly s is , th e  c o lle c t iv e  fo rces  c o n s titu te d  b y  the p la s t ic  a rts  a re  fa r  less 

‘h u m a n ’ a n d  m o re  m a c h in ic  th a n  a re  th o se  o f  m u s ic , vvhich e v e n  in th e ir  m o st 

m o d ern  fo rm s a re  in fu se d  vvith a  p o litic s  o f  s ig n ify in g  r e d u n d a n c y . T h o u g h  

p a in tin g  is m a n ife s tly  m o re  te rr ito r ia liz e d  th a n  m u sic , th e  p a in te r  h im s e lf  is 

far m o re  d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  th a n  th e  c o m p o se r.

19. C f .  A lb e r t o  M o r a v ia ’s  n o v e l, La noıa.
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Machine and Structure1

T h e  d is t in c tio n  I a m  p r o p o s in g  b e tw e e n  m a c h in e  a n d  s tru c tu re  is b ased  

so le ly  on the w a y  vve u se th e  vvords; w e m a y  co n s id e r  th at vve are  m ere ly  

d e a lin g  vvith a ‘vvritten  d e v ic e ’ o f  th e  k in d  o n e  h as to in v e n t fo r d e a lin g  vvith a 

m a th e m a tic a l p r o b le m , o r vvith a n  a x io m  th a t m a y  h a v e  to be re c o n sid e re d  at 

a p a r t ic u la r  s ta g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, o r a g a in  vvith th e  k in d  o f  m a c h in e  vve sh a ll 

be ta lk in g  a b o u t h ere.

I w a n t  th erefo re  to m a k e  it c le a r  th a t I a m  p u tt in g  in to  p a re n th e se s  th e  fa ct 

th at, in r e a lity , a m a c h in e  is in s e p a r a b le  from  its s tr u c tu ra l a r t ic u la tio n s  a n d , 

c o n v e rs e ly , th a t e a c h  c o n tın g e n t s tru c tu re  is d o m in a te d  (an d  th is is vvhat I 

w a n t to d e m o n s tr a te )  b y  a s y ste m  o f  m a c h in e s , o r a t th e  v e r y  le a st b y  o n e  lo g ic  

m a ch in e . It seem s to m e v ita l to s ta rt  b y  e s ta b lis h in g  th e  d is t in c tio n  in o rd e r  

to m a k e  it e a s ie r  to id e n tify  th e  p e c u lia r  p o s itio n s  o f  s u b je c tiv ity  in r e la tio n  to 

even ts a n d  to h is to r y .2

W e m a y  sa y  o f  s tru c tu re  th a t  it p o s itio n s  its e le m e n ts  b y  vvay o f  a  s y ste m  o f  

referen ces th at re la te s  e a c h  o n e  to th e  o th e rs , in s u c h  a vvay th at it ca n  it s e lf  be 

re la ted  as a n  e le m e n t to o th e r  s tru c tu re s .

T h e  a g e n t o f  a c tio n , vvhose d e fin it io n  h ere  d o es n o t e x te n d  b e y o n d  th is 

p rin c ip le  o f  r e c ip r o c a l d e te r m in a tio n , is in c lu d e d  in th e  s tru c tu re . T h e  

stru c tu ra l p ro c e s s  o f  d e - to ta liz e d  to ta liz a tio n  e n clo se s  th e  s u b je c t, a n d  vvill

ı .  İ n it ia lly  in te n d e d  for th e  F r e u d ia n  S c h o o l in P a ris  in  1969, a n d  p u b lis h e d  in Change, n o . 12 

(S eu il) , 1 9 7 1 .

2. T o  a d o p t  th e  c a te g o r ie s  su g g e s te d  b y  G ille s  D e le u z e , s tr u c tu r e , in th e  se n se  in vvhich I a m  u s in g  

it h ere, vvou ld  re la te  to th e  g e n e r a l ity  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  a  p o s itio n  o f  e x c h a n g e  o r  s u b s titu tio n  o f  

p a rt ic u ia r it ie s , vvh ereas th e m a c h in e  w o u id  re la te  to th e o rd e r  o f  re p e titio n  ‘as b e h a v io u r  a n d  

v ıevvpoint r e la t iv e  t o a  s in g u la r ity  th a t  c a n n o t  b e c h a n g e d o r  r e p la c e d ’ {Difference el repetition, P resses  

U n iv e rs ita ire s  d e  F r a n c e , 19 69 , p . 7 ) . O f  D e le u z e ’s th ree  m in im u m  c o n d it io n s  d e te rm in in g  

stru c tu re  in g e n e r a l, I s h a ll re ta in  o n ly  th e  first tvvo:

(1)  T h e r e  m u st b e  at  le a s t  tvvo h e tc ro g e n e o u s  se ries , o n e  o f  vvhich is d e f in e d  as th e  s ig n ifie r  a n d  the 

oth er as th e  s ig n ifie d .

(2) E a c h  o f  th e se  se r ie s  is m a d e  u p  o f  te rm s th at e x ist  o n ly  th ro u g h  th eir  re la t io n s h ip  vvith o n e  

another.

H is th ird  c o n d it io n , ‘ tw o  h e te ro g e n e o u s  se ries  c o n v e r g in g  u p o n  a  p a ra d o x ic a l  e le m e n t th a t a c ts  so 

as t o d if fe re n tia te  t h e m ’ , re la te s , o n  the c o n t r a r y , e x c lu s iv e ly  to th e  o r d e r  o f  th e  m a c h in e  (Logiqu.edu 

sens, M in u it ,  19 69 , p . 6 3 ).



n o t  l e t  g o  a s  l o n g  a s  i t  is  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  r e c u p e r a t e  it  v v i t h j n  a n o t h e r  s t r u c t u r a l  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

T h e  m a c h i n e ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  r e m a i n s  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e m o t e  f r o m  t h e  a g e n t  

o f  a c t i o n .  T h e  s u b j e c t  is a l v v a y s  s o m e v v h e r e  e l s e .  T e m p o r a l i z a t i o n  p e n e t r a t e s  

t h e  m a c h i n e  o n  a l i  s i d e s  a n d  c a n  b e  r e l a t e d  t o  it  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  f a s h i o n  o f  a n  

e v e n t .  T h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e  m a r k s  a  d a t e ,  a  c h a n g e ,  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a 

s t r u c t u r a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  ıs d a t e d  b y  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  a t  e a c h  s t a g e  o f  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e  o f  m a c h i n e ;  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s  is n o v v  r e a c h i n g  a  p o i n t ,  

in  a l i  i t s  b r a n c h e s ,  v v h e r e  e v e r y  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r y  c a n  b e  t a k e n  a s  a  m a c h i n e  

r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s t r u c t u r e ,  v v h i c h  r e l a t e s  i t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  o f  i d e o l o g y .  E v e r y  

m a c h i n e  i s  t h e  n e g a t i o n ,  t h e  d e s t r o y e r  b y  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  ( a l m o s t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  

o f  e x c r e t i o n ) ,  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e  it  r e p i a c e s .  A n d  i t  i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  i n  a  s i m i l a r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  m a c h i n e  t h a t  vvi l l  t a k e  i t s  p l a c e .

Y e s t e r d a y ’ s m a c h i n e ,  t o d a y ’ s a n d  t o m o r r o v v ’ s ,  a r e  n o t  r e l a t e d  i n  t h e i r  

s t r u c t u r a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o t ı s :  o n l y  b y  a  p r o c e s s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  b y  r e f e r ­

e n c e  t o  a  s i g n i f y i n g  c h a i n  e x t r i n s i c  t o  t h e  m a c h i n e ,  b y  v v h a t  vve m i g h t  c a l i  

h i s t o r i c a l  s t r u c t u r a l i s m ,  c a n  vve g a i n  a n y  o v e r a l l  g r a s p  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  

c o n t i n u i t v ,  r e t r o - a c t i o n  a n d  i n t e r l i n k i n g  t h a t  i t  is  c a p a b l e  o f  r e p r e s e n t i n g .

F o r  t h e  m a c h i n e ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  e l s e v v h e r e ,  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  I n  

f a c t ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  to  

a  s y s t e m  o f  d e - t o t a l i z e d  t o t a i i z a t i o n ,  s h o u l d  r a t h e r  b e  s e e n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a 

p h e n o m e n o n  o f ‘ b e i n g  a n  e g o ’ -  t h e  e g o  h e r e  b e i n g  i n  c o n t r a s t  v v i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t  

o f  t h e  u n c o n s c i o u s  a s  i t  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  s t a t e d  b y  L a c a n :  a 

s i g n i f i e r  r e p r e s e n t s  i t  f o r  a n o t h e r  s i g n i f i e r .  T h e  u n c o n s c i o u s  s u b j e c t  a s  s u c h  

v vi l l  b e  o n  t h e  s a m e  s i d e  a s  t h e  m a c h i n e ,  o r  b e t t e r  p e r h a p s .  a lon gs id e  t h e  

m a c h i n e .  T h e r e  is n o  b r e a k  i n  t h e  m a c h i n e  i t s e l f :  t h e  b r e a c h  is o n  e i t h e r s i d e  o f  

it .

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  m a c h i n e  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  b y  s o c i o l o g i s t s  

f o l l o v v i n g  F r i e d m a n n  a s  o n e  o f  f u n d a m e n t a l  a l i e n a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  

t r u e  i f  o n e  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  a  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  t o t a i i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

i m a g i n a r y .  B u t  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  o f  t h e  m a s t e r  c r a f t s m a n  a n d  t h e  a p p r e n t i c e ,  t h e  

o l d  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t r a d e s  f l o u r i s h i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

a l i  t h i s  h a s  b e c o m e  m e a n i n g l e s s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  m o d e r n  m e c h a n i z e d  i n d u s t r y  

t h a t  r e g u i r e s  i t s  s k i l l e d  v v o r k e r s  t o  s t a r t  f r o m  s c r a t c h  a g a i n  v v i t h  e v e r y  nevv 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e .  B u t  d o e s  n o t  t h i s  s t a r t i n g  f r o m  s c r a t c h  m a r k  p r e c i s e l y  

t h a t  e s s e n t i a l  b r e a k t h r o u g h  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  u n c o n s c i o u s  s u b j e c t ?

I n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  a  t r a d e  a n d  b e c o m i n g  a c c e p t e d  a s  a  s k i l l e d  v v o r k e r  n o  l o n g e r  

t a k e s  p l a c e  b y  v v a y  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  n o t  t h o s e  e n v i s a g e d  i n  s u c h  

s t a t e m e n t s  a s  ‘ t h e  s k i l l  h a s  p r e c e d e n c e  ö v e r  t h e  m a c h i n e ’ , V V İ t h  i n d u s t r i a l  

c a p i t a l i s m ,  t h e  s p a s ı n  o d  i c  e v o l u t i o n  o f  m a c h i n e r y  k e e p s  c u t t i n g  a c r o s s  th e  

e x i s t i n g  h i e r a r c h y  o f s k i l l s .



In  th is  se n se , th e  w o r k e r ’s a lie n a t io n  to th e  m a c h in e  e x c lu d e s  h im  fro m  a n y  

kind o fs tr u c t u r a l  e q u il ib r iu m , a n d  p u ts  h im  in a p o s itio n  w h e r e  he is as c lo se  

as p o s s ib le  to a r a d ic a l s y ste m  o f  re a lig n m e n t, vve m ig h t sa y  o f  c a s tra tio n , 

w h ere  h e  lo ses  a li tr a n q u illi ty , a li ‘ s e lf-c o n fir m in g ’ s e c u r ity , a li th e  ju s t if ic a -  

tion o f  a ‘ sen se  o f  b e lo n g in g ’ to a sk ille d  tra d e . S u c h  p r o fe ss io n a l b o d ies  as stili 

exist, lik e  d o c to rs , p h a r m a c is ts , o r  lavvyers, a re  s im p ly  s u r v iv a ls  fro m  th e d a y s  

o fp r e -c a p ita lis t  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s .

T h is  c h a n g e  is o f  c o u rse  in to le ra b le ;  in s titu tio n a l p r o d u c tio n  th erefo re  sets 

out to c o n c e a l vvhat is h a p p e n in g  b y se tt in g  u p  sy ste m s o f  e q u iv a le n ts , o f  

im itatio n s. T h e ir  id e o lo g ic a l b asis  is to be fo u n d  n o t s o le ly  m  fa sc is t- ty p e , 

p a te rn a lis tic  s lo g a n s  a b o u t  vvork, th e  fa m ily  a n d  p a tr io tis m , b u t a lso  vvithin 

the v a r io u s  v e rs io n s  o fs o c ia l i s m  (even  in c lu d in g  th e  m o st a p p a r e n t ly  lib e ra l 

ones, lik e  th e  C u b a n ) ,  vvith th e ir  o p p re s s iv e  m y th  o f  th e  m o d el vvorker, a n d  

their e x a lta tio n  o f  the m a c h in e  vvhose c u lt  h as m u ch  th e  s a m e  fu n c tio n  as th at 

of the h e ro  in a n t iq u ity .

A s c o m p a r e d  vvith th e  vvork d o n e  b y  m a c h in e s , the vvork o f  h u m a n  b e in g s is 

notlıing. T h is  vvo rk in g  a t ‘n o th in g ’ , in  the sp e c ia l sen se  in vvhich p e o p le  d o  it 

today, vvhich  te n d s m ore a n d  m o re  to  be m ere ly  a  re sp o n se  to a  m a c h in e  -  

pressing a red  o r  b la c k  b u tto n  to  p r o d u c e  an  e ffect p r o g r a m m e d  som evvhere 

else -  h u m a n  vvork, in  o th e r  vvords, is o n ly  th e  re s id u e  th a t h as n o t y e t  b een  

in tegrated  in to  the vvork o f  the m a c h in e .

O p e ra tio n s  p e rfo rm e d  b y  vvorkers, te c h n ic ia n s  a n d  sc ie n tis ts  vvill be 

abso rb ed , in c o r p o r a te d  in to  the vvorkin gs o f  to m o rro vv ’s m a ch in e; to d o  

som eth in g ö v e r  a n d  ö v e r  n o  lo n g e r  o ffers the se c u r ity  o f  r itu a l. It is n o lo n g e r  

possible to  id e n tify  the repetition o f  h u m a n  a c tio n s  ( ‘ the n o b le  task  o f  the 

sovver’ ) vvith th e  re p e tit io n  o f  th e  n a tu r a l c y c le  as the fo u n d a tio n  o f  the m o ra l 

order. R e p e t it io n  n o  lo n g e r  e s ta b lis h e s  a m an  as so m e o n e  vvho ca n  d o  th at 

p articu la r jo b .  H u m a n  vvork to d a y  is m e r e ly  a re s id u a l su b -vvh o le  o f  th e  vvork 

of the m a c h in e . T<his re s id u a l h u m a n  a c tiv ity  is n o m o re  th an  a p a rtia l 

proced u re th a t  a c c o m p a n ie s  the C en tra l p r o c e d u re  p r o d u c e d  b y  the o rd e r  o f  

the m a ch in e . T h e  m a c h in e  h as  novv c o m e  to th e  h e a rt o fd e s ir e , a n d  th is re s id u a l 

hum an vvork re p re s e n ts  n o  m o re  th a n  th e  p o in t o f  th e  m a c h in e ’ s im p rin t 

on the im a g in a r y  vvorld o f  th e  in d iv id u a l (cf. L a c a n ’ s fu n c tio n  o f  th e  ‘a ’3).

E very  nevv d is c o v e r y  -  in th e  s p h e re  o f  s c ie n tific  re se a rc h , fo r e x a m p le  -  

moves a c ro ss  th e  s tru c tu ra l fie ld  o f  th e o ry  lik e  a  vvar m a c h in e , u p s e tt in g  and  

rearran g in g e v e r y th in g  so as to  c h a n g e  it r a d ic a lly . E v e n  th e  re s e a rc h e r  is at 

the m ercy  o f  th is  p ro c es s . H is  d is c o v e r ie s  e x te n d  fa r b e y o n d  h im se lf, b r in g in g  

in their tra in  vvhole nevv b ra n c h e s  o f  re se a rc h e r s , a n d  to ta l ly  re d e s ig n in g  the 

tree o f  s c ie n tific  a n d  te c h n o lo g ic a l im p lic a tio n s . E v e n  vvhen a  d is c o v e r y  is 

called b y  its a u t h o r ’ s n a m e , th e  re su lt, fa r  fro m  ‘ p e r s o n a liz in g ’ h im , te n d s to

3. See G l o s s a r y ,  O bjet p e lit  ‘a



be to  tu rn  h is p r o p e r  n a m e  in to  a  co rn m o n  n o u n ! T h e  q u e s tio n  is w h e th e r  this 

e ffa c in g  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l is s o m e th in g  th a t  w ill  sp re a d  to o th e r  fo rm s o f  

p r o d u c tio n  as vvell.

T h o u g h  it is tru e  th a t th is  u n c o n s c io u s  s u b je c tiv ity , as a  sp lit  vvhich is 

o v e r c o m e  in  a s ig n ify in g  c h a in , is b e in g  tra n s fe rre d  a w a y  fro m  in d iv id u a ls  

a n d  h u m a n  g r o u p s  tovvards th e  vvorld o f  m a c h in e s , it stili re m a in s  ju s t  as 

u n -re p r e s e n ta b le  a t th e  s p e c if ic a lly  m a c h in ic  le v e l. I t  is a  s ig n ifie r  d e ta c h e d  

fro m  th e  u n c o n s c io u s  s tr u c tu ra l c h a in  th a t vvill a c t  as representative to re p res en t 

th e  m a c h in e .

T h e  e sse n ce  o f  th e  m a c h in e  is p r e c is e ly  th is  fu n c tio n  o fd e ta c h in g  a s ig n ifie r  

a s  a  r e p r e s e n ta tiv e , as a  ‘d if îe r e n t ia to r ’ , as a  c a u s a l b re a k , d iffe re n t in k in d  

fro m  th e  s tr u c tu r a lly  e s ta b lis h e d  o r d e r  o f  th in g s . It is th is o p e r a tio n  th at 

b in d s  th e  m a c h in e  b o th  to  the d e s ir in g  s u b je c t  a n d  to  its s ta tu s  as th e  b asis  o f  

th e  v a r io u s  s t r u c tu r a l o rd e rs  c o r r e s p o n d in g  to it. T h e  m a c h in e , as a  re p e titio n  

o f  th e  p a r t ic u la r , is a  m o d e  -  p e rh a p s  in d e e d  th e  o n ly  p o s s ib le  m o d e  -  o f  

u n iv o c a l re p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  th e  v a r io u s  fo rm s o f  s u b je c tiv ity  in the o r d e r  o f  

g e n e r a lity  on  th e  in d iv id u a l o r  th e  c o lle c t iv e  p la n e .

In  tr y in g  to see  th in g s  th e  o th e r  vvay ro u n d , starting fro m  th e g e n e r a l, on e 

vvould  b e  d e lu d in g  o n e s e lf  vvith th e  id e a  th a t  it is p o s s ib le  to b a se  o n e s e lf  on 

so m e  s tr u c tu ra l s p a c e  th a t  e x is te d  b e fo re  th e  b re a k th ro u g h  b y  the m a c h in e . 

T h is  ‘p u r e ’ , ‘ b a s ic ’ s ig n ify in g  c h a in , a  k in d  o f lo s t  E d e n  o fd e s ir e , th e  ‘g o o d  o ld  

d a y s ’ b e fo re  m e c h a n iz a t io n , m ig h t th en  be se e n  as a m e ta - la n g u a g e , an 

a b s o lu te  re fe re n c e  p o in t  th a t  o n e  c o u ld  alvvays p r o d u c e  in  p la c e  o f  a n y  c h a n c e  

e v e n t o r  sp e c if ic  in d ic a tio n .

T h is  vvould  le a d  to  vvro n g ly  lo c a t in g  th e  tru th  o f  th e  b re a k , th e  tru th  o f  the 

s u b je c t, o n  th e  le v e l o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n , in fo r m a tio n , c o m m u n ic a tio n , so c ia l 

c o d e s  a n d  e v e r y  o th e r  fo rm  o f  s t r u c tu r a l d e te rm in a tio n .

l 'h e  v o ic e , as s p e e c h  m a c h in e , is th e  b asis  a n d  d e te r m in a n t o f  the s tru c tu ra l 

o r d e r  o f  la n g u a g e , a n d  n o t th e  o th e r  vvay ro u n d . T h e  in d iv id u a l, in  his 

b o d ilin e ss , a c c e p ts  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th e  in te r a c t io n  o f  s ig n ify in g  c h a in s  of 

a li k in d s  vvhich  c u t  a c ro s s  a n d  te a r  h im  a p a r t. T h e  h u m a n  b e in g  is ca u g h t 

vvhere th e  m a c h in e  a n d  th e  s tr u c tu r e  m eet.

H u m a n  g ro u p s  h a v e  n o  s u c h  p r o je c tio n  sc re e n  a v a ila b le  to  th e m . T h e  

m o d es o f  in te r p re ta tio n  a n d  in d ic a tio n  o p e n  to  th em  a re  su c c e s s iv e  and 

c o n tr a d ic to r y , a p p r o x im a t iv e  a n d  m e ta p h o r ic a l, a n d  a re  b ased  u p o n  d iffer­

e n t s tr u c tu r a l o rd e rs , fo r  in s ta n c e  o n  m y th s  o r  e x c h a n g e s . E v e r y  ch an g e  

p r o d u c e d  b y  th e  in tru s io n  o f  a  m a c h in e  p h e n o m e n o n  vvill th u s b e  accom - 

p a n ie d  in  th em  vvith th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  vvhat o n e  m a y  c a li a  s y ste m  of 

a n t i-p ro d u c t io n , th e  re p r e s e n ta t iv e  m o d e  sp e c if ic  to  s tru c tu re .

I n eed  h a r d ly  s a y  th a t  a n t i-p r o d u c t io n  b e lo n g s  to  th e  o rd e r  o f  the 

m a c h in e : th e  k e y n o te  h e re  is its c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  b e in g  a  s u b je c tiv e  ch an ge, 

vvhich is th e  d is t in c t iv e  tra it  o f  e v e r y  o r d e r  o f  p r o d u c tio n . W h a t  vve need



th erefo re  is a m ea n s o f  f in d in g  o u r  w a y  vvith ou t m o v in g  as th o u g h  b y  m a g ic  

fro m  o n e  p la n e  to  a n o th e r . W e  m u st, fo r in s ta n c e , re la te  to  th e  same s y ste m  o f  

p r o d u c tio n  b o th  vvhat g o es  o n  in th e  w o r ld  o f in d u s tr y ,  o n  th e  sh o p  flo o r  o r in 

th e  m a n a g e r ’ s o ffice , a n d  w h a t is h a p p e n in g  in s c ie n tific  re se a rc h , a n d  in d eed  

in th e  w o rld  o f  lite r a tü r e  a n d  e v e n  o fd r e a m s .

A n ti-p r o d u c t io n  w ill b e , a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s , vvhat h as  b e en  d e s c rib e d  

u n d e r th e  term  ‘ p r o d u c tio n  r e la t io n s ’ . A n ti-p r o d u c t io n  vvill ten d  to e ffect a 

k in d  o f  r e - t ilt in g  o f  the b a la n c e  o f  p h a n ta s y , n o t n e c e s s a r ily  in th e  d ire c tio n  o f  

in e rtia  a n d  c o n s e r v a t is m , s in c e  it c a n  a lso  le a d  to  g e n e r a liz in g  vvith in  a  g iv e n  

so cia l a re a  a  nevv d o m in a n t m o d e  o f  p r o d u c tio n , a c c u m u la t io n , c irc u la tio n  

and  d is tr ib u tio n  r e la tio n s , o r  o f  a n y  o th e r  s u p e r s tr u c tu r a l m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  a  

nevv ty p e  o f  e c o n o m ic  m a c h in e . i t s  m o d e  o f  im a g in a r y  e x p re s s io n  is th en  th a t 

o f t h e  tra n s it io n a l p h a n ta s y .

L e t  us th en  lo o k  a t the o th e r  en d  o f  th e  c h a in , the lev el o fd r e a m  p ro d u c tio n . 

W e m a y  id e n tify  a n t i-p ro d u c t io n  vvith vvo rk in g  o u t th e  m a n ife st c o n te n t o f  a 

d ream , in c o n tr a s t  to th e  la te n t  p r o d u c tio n s  lin k e d  vvith th e  im p u ls e  m a c h in e  

th at c o n s titu te  p a r t  o b je c ts . T h e  objetpetit ‘a ’ , d e s c rib e d  b y  L a c a n  as th e  ro o t 

o f d es ire , th e  u m b ilic u s  o f  the d re a m , a lso  b re a k s  in to  the s tr u c tu r a l e q u ilib -  

rium  o ft h e  in d iv id u a l lik e  so m e  in fe rn a l m a c h in e . T h e  s u b je c t  fin d s it is b e in g  

re jected  b y itse lf. In  p r o p o rtio n  vvith th e  c h a n g e  vvro u gh t b y  objet-machinepelit 

‘a’ in  th e  s tr u c tu r a l fie ld  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n , su c c e s s iv e  fo rm s o f  o th ern es s  tak e  

their p la c e s  fo r it , e a c h  fa sh io n e d  to fit a  p a r t ic u ia r  s ta g e  o f  th e  p ro cess . 

in d iv id u a l p h a n ta s iz in g  c o rr e s p o n d s  to th is m o d e  o f  s tr u c tu r a l s ig n p o s tin g  

by m ea n s o f  a s p e c if ic  la n g u a g e  lin k e d  vvith the e v e r-re p e a te d  u rg in g s  o f  the 

‘m a c h in a tio n s ’ o f  d es ire .

T h e  e x is te n c e  o f  th is  objet-machine petit ‘ a ’ , ir r e d u c ib le , u n a b le  to  be 

ab so rb ed  in to  th e  re fe re n ce s  o f  th e  s tru c tu r e , th is ‘ s e lf  for i t s e l f ’ th a t re la te s  to 

the e le m e n ts  o f t h e  s tr u c tu re  o n ly  b y  m e a n s  o fs p lit t in g  a n d  m e to n y m y , m ea n s 

that the re p r e s e n ta tio n  o f o n e s e l f  b y  m ea n s  o f  th e  ‘ s te n c ils ’ o f  la n g u a g e  le a d s 

to a d e a d  e n d , to  a b r e a k in g  p o in t, a n d  th e  n e ed  fo r a ren evved  ‘o th e r n e s s ’ . T h e  

object o f  d e s ire  d e -c e n tre s  the in d iv id u a l o u ts id e  h im se lf, o n  th e  b o u n d a rie s  o f  

the o th er; it re p r e s e n ts  th e  im p o s s ib ili ty  o f  a n y  c o m p le te  re fu g e  o f  th e  s e lf  

inside o n e se lf, b u t e q u a lly  th e  im p o s s ib ili ty  o f  a  r a d ic a l p a s s a g e  to  th e  o th er. 

in d iv id u a l p h a n ta s y  represents th is  im p o s s ib le  m e r g in g  o f  d iffe re n t lev els; it is 

this th at m ak es it d iffe re n t fro m  g r o u p  p h a n ta s iz in g , fo r a  g r o u p  h as  no su ch  

‘h itch in g  p o s ts ’ o f  d e s ire  o n  its su rfa c e , n o  s u c h  re m in d e rs  o f  th e  o rd e r  o f  

specific tru th s  as th e  b o d y ’s e ro g e n o u s  z o n e s , a n d  th e ir  c a p a c it v  for to u c h in g  

and b e in g  to u c h e d  b y  o th e r  p e o p le .

G r o u p  p h a n ta s y  su p e r im p o s e s  th e  d iffe re n t le v e ls , c h a n g e s  th em  ro u n d , 

su bstitu tes o n e  fo r a n o th e r . It ca n  o n ly  tu rn  ro u n d  a n d  ro u n d  u p o n  itse lf. T h is  

circu lar m o v e m e n t le a d s  it to m a rk  o u t c e rta in  a re a s  as d e a d  e n d s , a s  b a n n e d , 

as im p a s sa b le  v a c u o le s , a  vvhole n o -m a n ’s la n d  o f  m e a n in g . C a u g h t  u p  vvithin



th e  g r o u p , o n e  p h a n ta s y  re flects  a n o th e r  lik e  in te r c h a n g e a b le  c u r r e n c y , b u t a 

c u r r e n c y  \vith n o  r e c o g n iz a b le  S t a n d a r d ,  no g r o u n d  o f  c o n s i s t e n c v  vvh ereb y it 

c a n  be re la te d , e v e n  p a r t ia lly , to a n y th in g  o th e r  th a n  a  to p o lo g y  o f  th e  m o st 

p u r e ly  g e n e r a l k in d . T h e g r o u p - a s  a  s t r u c t u r e - p h a n t a s iz e s  e ve n ts  b y  m ea n s 

o f  a p e r p e tu a i a n d  n o n -re s p o n s ib le  c o m in g  a n d  g o in g  betvveen  th e  g e n e ra l 

a n d  th e  p a r t ic u la r . A  le a d e r , a  s c a p e g o a t, a  s c h ism , a  th re a te n in g  p h a n ta s y  

from  a n o th e r  g r o u p  -  a n y  o f  th ese  is e q u a te d  w ith  th e  g r o u p  s u b je c tiv ity . 

E a c h  e v e n t o r cris is  c a n  b e  re p la c e d  b y  a n o th e r  e v e n t o r  cris is , in a u g u r a t in g  a 

fu r th e r  se q u e n c e  th a t b e a rs , in tu rn , th e  im p rin t o f  e q u iv a le n c e  a n d  i d e n t i t y .  

T o d a y ’s tru th  can  b e  re la te d  t o y e s t e r d a y ’s, fo r it is alvvays p o s s ib le  to  re -w rite  

h is to r y . T h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is , th e  s ta rtin g  u p  o f  th e  p s y c h o a n a -  

ly t ic  m a c h in e , m ak es it c ie a r  th a t it is im p o s s ib le  fo r th e  d e s ir in g  s u b je c t  to 

p reserv .; su c h  a s y ste m  o f  h o m o lo g y  a n d  re -w ritin g : the o n ly  fu n c tio n  o f  the 

tra n s fe re n c e  in  th is c a s e  is to  re v e a l th e  re p e titio n  th a t is ta k in g  p la c e , to 

o p e ra te  like  a  m a c h in e  -  th a t  is in a vvay th a t  is th e  p rec is e  o p p o s ite  o f  a g ro u p  

e f f e c t ,

T h e  g r o u p ’s in s t in c tu a l sy s te m , b e c a u s e  it is u n a b le  to be lin k e d  u p  to  the 

d e s ir in g  m a c h in e  -  objets petit V  r e tu rn in g  to  th e  su rfa c e  o f  the p h a n ta s y  b o d y

— is d o o m e d  to  m u lt ip ly  its p h a n ta s y  id e n tif ic a tio n s . E a c h  o f  th ese  is 

s tru c tu re d  in itse lf, b u t  is stili e q u iv o c a l in its re la tio n s h ip  to th e  o th e rs . T h e  

fa c t  th a t  th e y  la ck  th e  d iffe r e n tia tin g  fa c to r  G il le s  D e le u z e  ta lk s  o f  d o o m s 

th em  to  a p e r p e tu a i p r o c e s s  o f  m e r g in g  in to  o n e  a n o th e r. A n y  c h a n g e  is 

p r e c lııd e d , a n d  c a n  b e  seen  o n ly  betıveen s tr u c tu ra l lev els . E s s e n tia lly , n o  

b re a k  is a n y  lo n g e r  a c c e p te d . T h a t  th e  s tru c tu re s  h a v e  n o  s p e c if ic  id e n tify in g  

m a rk s  m ea n s th a t th e y  b e c o m e  ‘ t r a n s la ta b le ’ in to  o n e  a n o th e r , th u s d e v e lo p -  

in g  a k in d  o f  in d e fin ite  lo g ic a l c o n tin u u m  th a t  is p e c u lia r ly  s a tis fy in g  to 

o b se s s io n a ls . T h e  id e n tif ic a tio n  o f  th e  s im ila r  a n d  th e  d is c o v e r y  o fd iffe r e n c e  

a t  g r o u p  le v e l fu n c tio n  a c c o r d in g  to  a  s e c o n d -d e g re e  p h a n ta s y  lo g ic . I t is , fo r 

e x a m p le , th e  p h a n ta s y  re p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  th e  o th e r  g ro u p  th a t  vvill a c t  as the 

lo c a t in g  m a c h in e . In  a  sen se , it is an  exc ess  o f  lo g ic  th a t le a d s  it to a n  im p a s se .

T h is  r e la tio n s h ip  o f  th e  s tru c tu re s  sets g o in g  a  m ad  m a c h in e , m a d d e r  th an  

th e  m a d d e s t  o f  lu n a t ic s , th e  ta n g e n tia l re p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  a  s a d o -m a s o c h is tic  

lo g ic  in vvhich e v e r y th in g  is e q u iv a le n t  to e v e r y th in g  e lse , in vvhich tru th  is 

a lvvays s o m e th in g  a p a r t . P o lit ic a l r e s p o n s ib ility  is k in g , a n d  th e  o r d e r  o f  the 

g e n e r a l is r a d ic a lly  cu t o f f f r o m  th e o rd e r  o f  th e  e th ic a l. T h e  u lt im a te  en d  o f  

g r o u p  p h a n ta s y  is d e a th  -  u lt im a te  d e a th , d e s tru c tio n  in its ovvn r ig h t, the 

r a d ic a l a b o lit io n  o f  a n y  re a l id e n tify in g  m a rk s , a S tate o f  th in g s  in  vvh ich  n o t 

m e r e ly  h as th e  p r o b le m  o f  tru th  d is a p p e a r e d  fo r e v e r  b u t h a s  n e v e r  e x is te d  

e v e n  as a  p r o b le m .

T h is  g r o u p  s tr u c tu r e  re p res en ts  th e  s u b je c t  fo r a n o th e r  s tru c tu re  as the 

b asis  o f  a  s u b je c t iv ity  th a t  is c lo g g e d  u p , o p a q u e , tu rn e d  in to  th e  ego. 

V Vhereas, fo r th e  in d iv id u a l, it vvas th e  o b je c t  o f  u n c o n sc io u s  d e s ire  th at



fu n c tio n e d  as a  s y ste m  o f  c h a n g e  o r  m a c h in e , in  a  g r o u p  it is e ith e r  the 

s u b -w h o le s  th a t  h a p p e n  to  c o m e  in to  b e in g  te m p o r a r ily  vvithin the g r o u p  or 

a n o th e r  g r o u p  th a t vvill a s s u m e  th a t  fu n c tio n . T h is  a re a  o fs tr u c tu r a l  e q u iv a l-  

e n c e  vvill th u s h a v e  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l fu n c tio n  o f  c o n c e a lin g  o r a b o lis h in g  the 

e n try  o f  a n y  p a r t ic u ia r  o b je c t  r e p r e s e n te d  either on  th e  scre e n  o f  th e  h u m a n  

s u b je c t  b y  u n c o n s c io u s  d e s ire , or o n  the m o re  g e n e r a l scre e n  o f  u n c o n sc io u s  

s ig n ify in g  c h a in s  b y  th e  c h a n g e  e ffected  b y  th e  c lo se d  sy ste m  o f  m a c h in e s . 

T h e  s tr u c tu r a l o rd e r  o f  th e  g r o u p , o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss , o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n , is  th u s 

su r r o u n d e d  on  a li s id e s  b y  th ese  sy ste m s o f  m a c h in e s  vvhich it vvill n e v e r  be 

a b le  to c o n tro l, e ith e r  b y  g r a s p in g  th e  objetspetit ‘a ’ as th e  u n c o n sc io u s  d es ire  

m a c h in e , or th e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  b r e a k in g  a p a r t  re la te d  to  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  

m a c h in e s . T h e  e s se n c e  o f  th e  m a c h in e , as a  fa c to r  for b r e a k in g  a p a r t , as th e  

a -to p ic a l fo u n d a tio n  o f  th a t  o rd e r  o f  th e  g e n e ra l, is th a t  o n e  c a n n o t u ld m a te ly  

d is t in g u is h  th e  u n c o n s c io u s  s u b je c t  o f  d es ire  fro m  th e  o rd e r  o f  the m a c h in e  

itself. O n  o n e  s id e  o r o th e r  o f  a li s tr u c tu r a l d e te rm in a tio n s , th e  s u b je c t  o f  

e c o n o m ic s , o f  h is to ry  a n d  o f  S cien ce  a li e n c o u n te r  th a t sa m e  objetpetit ‘a ’  as the 

fo u n d a tio n  o f  d es ire .

A n  e x a m p le  o f  a  s tr u c tu r e  fu n c t io n in g  as s u b je c t  fo r a n o th e r  s tru c tu re  is the 

fact th at th e  b la c k  c o m m u n ity  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  re p res en ts  a n  id e n tif ic a -  

tion im p o s e d  b y  th e  vvhite o rd e r. T o  th e  m o d e rn ist  c o n sc io u sn e ss  th is  is a  

co n fu se d , a b s ü r d , m e a n in g le s s  s ta te  o f  th in g s . A n  u n c o n sc io u s  p r o b le m a tic  

c h a lle n g e s  th e  re je c tio n  o f  a  m o re  ra d ic a l ‘o th e r n e s s ’ th a t vvould be c o m b in e d  

vvith, s a y , a  re je c tio n  o f  e c o n o m ic  ‘ o th e r n e s s ’ . T h e  a s s a s s in a tio n  o f  K e n n e d y  

vvas an  e v e n t th a t  ‘ r e p r e s e n te d ’ th e  im p o s s ib ili ty  o f  r e g is te r in g  the e c o n o m ic  

and s o c ia l o th e r n e s s  o f  th e  T h ir d  VVorld, as vvitn essed  b y the fa ilu re  o f  the 

A U ian ce  fo r P r o g re s s , th e  e n d e a v o u r  to  d e s tro y  V ie tn a m  an d  so  o n . O n e  can  

o n ly  n o te  h e re  the p o in ts  o f in te r s e c t io n  a n d  c o n tin u ity  betvveen the e c o n o m y  

o f d es ire  a n d  th a t o f  p o litic s .

A t  a p a r t ic u ia r  p o in t  in h is to ry  d es ire  b e c o m e s  fo c a liz e d  in  th e  to ta lity  o f  

stru ctu res; I s u g g e s t  th a t fo r th is  vve u se the g e n e ra l term  ‘ m a c h in e ’ : it c o u ld  

be a nevv vveap on , a  nevv p r o d u c t io n  te c h n iq u e , a  nevv set o fr e lig io u s  d o g m a s , 

or su c h  m a jö r  nevv d is c o v e r ie s  as th e  In d ie s , r e la t iv ity , o r  th e  m o o n . T o  c o p e  

vvith th is, a  s tru c tu r a l a n ti-p r o d u c tio n  d e v e lo p s  u n til it re a c h e s  its ovvn 

sa tu ra tio n  p o in t, vvhile th e  r e v o lu t io n a ry  b re a k th r o u g h  a lso  d e v e lo p s , in 

co u n te rp o in t to  th is, a n o th e r  d is c o n tin u o u s  a re a  o f  a n ti-p ro d u c tio n  th at 

tends to re -a b s o r b  th e  in to le r a b le  s u b je c tiv e  b r e a c h , a li o f  vvhich m ea n s th a t  it 

persists in  e lu d in g  th e  a n te c e d e n t  o rd e r. W e  m a y  s a y  o f  re v o lu tio n , o f  the 

re v o lu tio n a ry  p e r io d , th a t  th is  is vvhen th e  m a c h in e  re p res en ts  so c ia l s u b je c ­

tivity  fo r th e  s tr u c tu r e  -  as o p p o s e d  to  th e  p h a s e  o fo p p r e s s io n  a n d  s ta g n a tio n , 

vvhen th e  s u p e r s tr u c tu r e s  a re  im p o se d  as im p o s s ib le  r e p re s e n ta tio n s  o f  

m ach in e e ffects . T h e  c o m m o n  d e n o m in a to r  o fv v r it in g s  o f  th is  k in d  in h is to ry  

vvould be th e  o p e n in g  u p  o f  a  p u re  s ig n ify in g  sp a c e  vvhere th e  m a c h in e  vvould



re p r e s e n t the s u b je c t  for a n o th e r  m a c h in e . B u t o n e  ca n  no lo n g e r  then  

c o n tin u e  to s a y  o f  h is to ry , a s  th e  site  o f  th e  u n c o n sc io u s , th a t it is ‘s tru c tu re d  

lik e  a  la n g u a g e ’ e x c e p t  in th a t  th ere  is n o  p o s s ib le  vvritten fo rm  o f  s u c h  a 
la n g u a g e .

I t  is, in fa c t, im p o s s ib le  to  s y s te m a tiz e  th e  rea l d is c o u rs e  o f  h is to ry , the 

c ir c u m s ta n c e  th a t c a u s e s  a  p a r t ic u la r  p h a s e  o r a  p a r t ic u la r  s ig n ifie r  to  be 

re p r e s e n te d  b y  a  p a r t ic u la r  e v e n t o r so c ia l g r o u p , b y  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  an  

in d iv id u a l o r  a  d is c o v e r y , o r  vvh atever. In  th is  sen se , w e  m u st c o n s id e r , a 

priori, th a t th e  p r im it iv e  s ta g e s  o f  h is to ry  a re  vvhere tru th  is p r im a r ily  to  be 

s o u g h t; h is to ry  d o e s  n o t a d v a n c e  in a  c o n tin u o u s  m o v e m e n t: its s tru c tu ra l 

p h e n o m e n a  d e v e lo p  a c c o r d in g  to th e ir  o w n  p e c u lia r  s e q u e n c e s , e x p re s s in g  

a n d  in d ic a t in g  s ig n ify in g  ten sio n s th a t re m a in  u n c o n sc io u s  u p  to  th e  p o in t 

vvhere th ey  b re a k  th ro u g h . T h a t  p o in t  m a rk s  a  r e c o g n iz a b le  b re a k  in  th e  th ree  

d im e n s io n s  o f  e x c lu s io n , p e r s e v e r a n c e  a n d  th re a t. H is to r ic a l a rc h a is m s  

e x p re ss  a r e in fo r c in g  r a th e r  th a n  a  w e a k e n in g  o f  th e  s tru c tu ra l e ffect.

T h a t  A n d r e  M a lr a u x  c o u ld  s a y  th a t th e  tvventieth  c e n tu r y  is th e  c e n tu r y  o f  

n a tio n a lis m , in c o n tra s t  to th e  n in e te e n th , vvhich vvas th a t o f  in te rn a tio n a l-  

ism , vvas b e c a u s e  in te r n a t io n a lis m , la c k in g  a  s tr u c tu r a l e x p re ss io n  th a t 

m a tc h e d  th e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c ia l m a c h in e r ie s  a t  vvork vvithin it, vvithdrevv 

in to  n a t io n a lis m , a n d  th en  fu rth e r , in to  re g io n a lis m  a n d  the v a r io u s  so rts  o f  

p a r t ic u la r is m  th a t a re  d e v e lo p in g  to d a y , e v e n  vvithin the s u p p o s e d ly  In ter­

n a t io n a l c o m m u n is t  m o v e m e n t.

T h e  p r o b le m  o f r e v o lu t io n a r y  o r g a n iz a t io n  is th e  p r o b le m  o fs e t t in g  u p  an  

in s titu tio n a l m a c h in e  vvhose d is t in c tiv e  fe a tu re s  vvould  b e  a  th e o r y  and  

p r a c t ic e  th a t  e n s u re d  its  n o t h a v in g  to  d e p e n d  on  th e  v a r io u s  so c ia l s tru c tu re s

-  a b o v e  a li th e  S ta te  s tru c tu r e , vvhich  a p p e a r s  to  be th e  k e y s to n e  o f  the 

d o m in a n t  p r o d u e tio n  r e la tio n s , e v e n  th o u g h  it n o  lo n g e r  c o rr e s p o n d s  to the 

m e a n s  o f  p r o d u e tio n . YV hat e n tr a p s  a n d  d e c e iv e s  us is th a t  it lo o k s  to d a y  as 

th o u g h  n o th in g  c a n  b e  a r t ic u la te d  o u ts id e  th a t  s tru c tu re . T h e  re v o lu tio n a ry  

s o c ia lis t  in te n tio n  to  s e iz e  c o n tro l o f  p o lit ic a l povver in  th e  S ta te , vvhich it sees 

a s  th e  in s tr u m e n ta l b a s is  o f  c la s s  d o m in a tio n , a n d  th e  in s titu tio n a l g u a r a n te e  

o f p r iv a t e  o vvn ersh ip  o f  th e  m e a n s  o f  p ro d u et'io n , h a s  b een  c a u g h t  in  j u s t  th at 

tra p . I t  h as  i t s e l f  b e c o m e  a  tr a p  in  its  tu rn , fo r th a t  in te n tio n , th o u g h  m e a n in g  

so  m u c h  in  te rm s o f  s o c ia l c o n sc io u sn e ss , n o lo n g e r  c o rr e s p o n d s  to  th e  re a lity  

o f  e c o n o m ic  o r s o c ia l fo rces . T h e  in s t itu t io n a liz a tio n  o f ‘vvorld m a r k e ts ’ and  

th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  c r e a t in g  s u p e r -S ta te s  in e re a s e s  th e  a llu r e  o f  th e  tra p ; so  does 

th e  m o d e rn  re fo r m ist p r o g ra m m e  o f  a c h ie v in g  a n  e v e r -g r e a te r  ‘ p o p u la r ’ 

c o n tr o l o f  th e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c ia l su b -vvh o les. T h e  s u b je c tiv e  c o n s is te n c y  o f 

s o c ie ty , as it  o p e ra te s  a t e v e r y  le v e l o f  th e  e c o n o m y , so c ie ty , c u ltu r e  a n d  so  on, 

is in v is ib le  to d a y , a n d  th e  in stitu tio n s  th a t  e x p re ss  it a re  e q u iv o c a l in  the 

e x tre m e . T h is  vvas e v id e n t d u r in g  th e  re v o lu tio n  o f  M a y  1968 in F r a n c e , vvhen 

th e  n e a re st a p p r o x im a tio n  to  a  p r o p e r  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  s tru g g le  vvas the



h e sita n t, la te  a n d  v io le n tly  o p p o s e d  e x p e r im e n t o f  fo rm in g  a c tio n  co m - 

m ittees.

T h e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r o g ra m m e , as th e  m a c h in e  for in s titu tio n a l su b v e r-  

sion, s h o u ld  d e m o n s tr a te  p r o p e r  s u b je c tiv e  p o te n tia l a n d , a t e v e ry  s ta g e  o f  

the s tr u g g le , sh o u ld  m a k e  su re  th a t it is fo rtified  a g a in s t  a n y  a tte m p t to 

‘s t r u c tu r a liz e ’ th a t p o te n tia l.

B u t n o s u c h  p e rm a n e n t g r a s p  o f  m a c h in e  effects u p o n  the s tru c tu re s  co u ld  

rea lly  be a c h ie v e d  on the b asis  o f  o n ly  o n e  ‘ th e o re tic a l p r a c t ic e ’ . I t p res u p - 

poses th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a sp e c if ic  a n a ly t ic a l p r a x is  at e v e ry  le v e l o f  

o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  th e  s tru g g le .

S u c h  a  prospectr vvould in tu rn  m a k e  it p o s s ib le  to lo c a te  the re s p o n s ib ility  

o f th o se  vvho are  in  a n y  w a y  in a  p o s itio n  g e n u in e ly  to u tte r  th e o re tic a l 

d isco u rse  a t th e  p o in t  a t vvhich  it im p rin ts  the c la s s  s tr u g g le  at the v e r y  ce n tre  

o f u n c o n s c io u s  d es ire .



The Plane of Consistency’

T h e  te rm  is a n  a p p r o x im a tio n . A s  vvill b e c o m e  c le a r  fro m  vvhat I a m  g o in g  to 

s a y , first, it c a n n o t be ju s t  a  s in g le  p la n e , a n d  se c o n d , w e  h a v e  to  m a k e  a 

d is t in c tio n  b e tw e e n  m a th e m a tic a l c o n s is te n c y  a n d  th e  m a c h in ic  c o n sis te n c y  

vve a re  c o n c e rn e d  vvith h ere . F o r  th e  m o m e n t, le t  us n o te  th at:

-  M a th e m a t ic a l  c o n s is te n c y  im p lie s  a  se t o f  a x io m s th a t  a re  n o n - 

c o n tr a d ic to r y .2

-  M a c h in ic  c o n s is te n c y  a v o id s  su c h  a n  im p lic a tio n  in th a t it d o e s  n ot 

re so rt to a  d u a lis t  s y s te m  o f applying m u ltip lic it ie s  to  a  se m io tic  vvhole so m u c h  

as e m b r a c in g  th e  to ta lity . I t  d o es n o t th erefo re  h a v e  a n y th in g  to  'fe a r ’ from  

p u r e ly  lo g ic a l c o n tr a d ic tio n s .

-  M o r e o v e r , th e  b a s is  o f  a x io m a tic  c o n s is te n c y  is the fa c t th a t u lt im a te ly  

th ere  is a  c o n s is te n c y  in  m a c h in ic  p ro p o sitio n s .

-  T h e  p la n e  o f  c o n s is te n c y  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  m a c h in ic  p h y lu m  is a 

continuum. T h e  u n ity  o f  a n y  p ro c es s , th e  u n ity  o f  h is to ry , re sid e s  n o t in  th e  fa ct 

o f  a  s h a r e d  tim e  e n c o m p a s s in g  a n d  tr a v e r s in g  e v e r y th in g , b u t in  th e  fa c t o f  

th a t  c o n tin u u m  o f  th e  m a c h in ic  p h y lu m , vvhich  it s e lf  re su lts  fro m  the 

c o n ju n c tio n  o f  th e  to ta lity  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  p ro cesses.

W h e n e v e r  a  m u lt ip lic ity  u n fo ld s , th e  p la n e  o f  c o n sis te n c y  is b r o u g h t  in to  

o p e ra tio n . T h e  m a c h in ic  p h y lu m  is in  t im e  a n d  sp a c e . P la n e , h ere , h as  the 

se n se  o f  th e  p h y lu m , th e  c o n tin u o u s . N o th in g  is sm a ll e n o u g h  to  e s c a p e  the 

n et o f  m a c h in ic  p r o p o s it io n s  a n d  in te n s id e s . T h e  s tra ta  o f  subjectivity a re  set 

a g a in s t  th e  p la n e  o f  th e  a g e n c y  o f  c o lle c tiv e  u tte r a n c e , the s u b je c t  a g a in s t  the 

a g e n t. T h e  p la n e  o f  m a c h in ic  c o n sis te n c y  p r o v id e s  the ansvver to  R u s s e ll ’s 

p a r a d o x . T h e r e  r e a lly  is a  to ta lity  o f  a li th e  to ta lities . B u t it is n o t a  lo g ic a l 

to ta lity ;  it is a m a c h in ic  o n e . T h e  p r o b le m  o f  th e  c o n tin u o u s  is r e s o lv e d  at 

the le v e l o f  th e  m a c h in ic  p h y lu m  b e fo re  b e in g  sta te d  in m a th e m a tic a l 

te rm s .

1. N o te s  m a d c  in  A p r i l  19 72 .

2. R o b e r t  B ia n c h e  s h o w s  t h a t  a c lo s e r  a n a ly s is  d is tin g u is h e s  b e tw e e n  c o n tr a d ic t io n  a n d  c o n ­

s is te n c y , bet vveen d iffe re n t  n o tio n s  o f  c o n s is te n c y , a n d  so  o n  ( L ’Axiomatique, P resses U n iv e rs ita ire s  

d e  F r a n c e , 5955, p. 4 8 ). T h is  is s o m e th in g  th at n ee d s  e x p lo r in g .



M ath em atics an d  P h y sic s , T e c h n o lo g ic a l In n o v atio n  

and the M ilita ry  M a c h in e

-  A t  first th ese  a p p e a r  to b e  q u ite  d is p a r a te  fie ld s w h ic h  w ill o n ly  c o in c id e  

in p r e s e n t-d a y  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  n a t io n a l m ilita r y  c o m p le x .

-  B u t  in fa c t , vve h a v e  to s ta r t  fro m  th e  p r e m is e  th a t, fro m  th e  v e r y  first, th ey  

m erg e  in to  o n e  a n o th e r , a n d  th a t  w h a t  m a k e s  th e  w e b  o f  h is to ry  -  th a t  is o f  

h isto ry  u p  u n til th e  s c ie n tific  re v o lu tio n s  -  is the m a c h in ic  p h y lu m .

T h e  m a c h in ic  p h y l u m  tak es o ff  vvith the m ilita r y  m a c h in e , th en  vvith th e  

te c h n o lo g ic a l in n o v a tio n s  lin k e d  vvith the c o n c e n tr a tio n  o f  the m ea n s  o f  

p r o d u c tio n  in p r im it iv e  State m a c h i n e s  (c itie s , e m p ir e s ,  e te .) , a n d  fin a lly  vvith 

the s c ie n tific  re v o lu tio n s . B u t  th e  m a c h in ic  povver o f  d es ire  vvas, alvvays a n d  

e v e r y w h e r e ,  a lr e a d y  there.  T o  ta k e  a n  e x a m p le , th e  in v e n tio n  o f  b ro n z e  in 

S outhern  S ib e r ia  led  to the te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  tr ib e s  w h o se  fo rm  o f  p r o d u c ­

tion vvas se ttle d  a n d  a g r a r ia n . T h e  c o lle c tiv e  d e s ire  e n e rg y  r a p id ly  c h a n g e d  its 

o b ject a n d  tu rn e d  th o se  so c ie tie s  in to  a  m ilita r y  p r o to -m a c h in e . N o m a d is m  

in tro d u c e d  fu rth e r  b e n e fits , b o th  in  m a te r ia l term s a n d  in term s o f  d e s ire . (In  

som e ca se s , th e  e x te n s iv e  s to c k -b r e e d in g  o f  th e  n o m a d  m a c h in e  c a u se d  

settled  a g r ic u ltu r e  to  d is a p p e a r  a lto g e th e r .) 3 In  ‘ a fevv d e c a d e s ’ , th ere  h a d  

com e in to  b e in g  an  e n c o d e d  s u rp lu s -v a lu e  vvhich le d  to  th e  a b a n d o n m e n t o f  

settled  h o m e s te a d s . VVealth  ‘s u d d e n ly  s to p p e d  b e in g  th e  d es ire  to ovvn a  p ie ce  

o fg r o u n d ’ . P e o p le  h a d  a c q u ir e d  ‘ a  nevv c o n c e p tio n  o f  ovvn ersh ıp , vvith la n d  as 

so m e th in g  m e r e ly  to be u sed , b a se d  on  movable goods, flo ck s, h o rses, c h a rio ts , 

p erso n al e ffects , bovvs a n d  arrovvs, vvhat vvas g a in e d  b y  p il la g e ’ a n d  ‘an  

exp an d e d  vvealth ’ .

In  a li th is, m a c h in ic  povver vvas m a k in g  a n d  u n m a k in g  p r im itiv e  territo -  

ria lity  a n d  n o m a d is m , th e  p r im it iv e  S tate a n d  its d iv is io n s . W e th erefo re  find  

the p la n e  o f  c o n s is te n c y  b o th  as th e  im p o s s ib le  g o a l o f  th e  h is to ry  o f  S cien ce  

and th e  p r e lim in a r y  to th e  ‘s ta r t ’ o f  h isto ry .

It is im p o r ta n t  to c o n s id e r  th e  p o s itio n  o f  the p la n e  o f  c o n sis te n c y  in 

relation  to th e  s e m io tic  m a c h in e , to th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  a c q u ir e d  b y  th e  v o ic e  as 

the in s tru m e n t fo r o p e n in g  u p  th e  fie ld  o f  the sp o k e n  vvord. W h y  sh o u ld  the 

b attle -cry , th e  m a t in g  c a li ,  le a v e  th e  s p h e re  o f  the fu n c tio n a l, o f  ca ste  

b eh a vio u r, to  b e c o m e  o p e n  to a tr a n s v a lu a tio n  o f  e n c o d in g ?  W o r d s  h a v e  a 

d ifferent use: th e y  c a r r y  fu rth e r  -  o r  p e r h a p s  th ey  g o  novvhere. T h e y  p r o d u c e  

nevv c o n n e c tio n s . A fte r  a li, it is s u r e ly  in  th is  fig u r a t iv e  sh ift o f  th e  o ra l 

sem iotic m a c h in e s  th a t  th e  e sse n c e  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  re lig io n  lies?

In  a n y  c a se , it is in th e  fram evvo rk  o f  the c ity  m a c h in e s , vvith th e  p r im itiv e  

State as a n ti-p ro d u e tio n  o f  th e  m ilita r y  p r o to -m a c h in e , th a t vve c a n  id e n tify  

one o f  the tvvo b a s ic  s tra ta  o f  th e  te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  th e  p la n e  o f  m a c h in ic  

con sisten cy  -  th e  o th e r  o n e  in fa c t  b e in g  b ro u g h t in to  a c tio n  b y  th e  m ilita r y

3. ‘Presence des S cvth es ’ , Critigue, D ecem b er 1971.



p r o to -m a c h in e . T h e  q u e s tio n  o f  vvh eth er th e  m iiita r y  p r o to -m a c h in e  co m es 

b e fo r e  o r a f t e r  th e  p r im it iv e  S ta te  is s e c o n d a ry . T h e r e  is, in e ffect, a  lin k , an 

e n c o d e d  s u r p lu s -v a lu e  betvveen th e  tvvo. E ith e r  th e  p r im itiv e  s ta te  fin d s it s e lf  

h a v i n g  to  fa i l  b a c k  o n  th e  m iiita r y  p r o to -m a c h in e  in th e  n a m e  o f  a n ti-  

p r o d u c tio n , or, c o n v e r s e ly , it h as  it s e lf  a c h ie v e d  a  te c h n o lo g ic a l tak e -o ff, a 

s y s te m  o f  in n o v a t io n  (in  t h e  s p h e re  o f  vvritten  la n g u a g e , th e  u se  o f  m e ta ls , 

d iffe r e n t ia tin g  t h e  k in d  o f  w o rk  to  b e  d o n e  b y  p e o p le  fro m  th a t d o n e  b y 

a n im a ls  e te .) , a n d  is in tu rn  e n r ic h in g  th e  m iiita r y  m a c h in e  an d  m o v in g  it a 

n o teh  h ig h e r  in  th e  p ro c e s s  o fd e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n .

T h e  fiu x e s  a re  tid ie d  avvay, c o n tro lle d  a n d  o v e r-e n c o d e d  b y  m ea n s o f  the 

vvritin g m a c h in e . In  th is  c a s e , d e s p o tis m  is s v n o n y m o u s  vvith fo r c in g  e v e r y ­

th in g  in to  a b i-u n iv o c a l m o u ld , f it t in g  th e  vvhole o f  th e  g o o d s on  th e  sh e lve s  

in to  a nevv vvhole o f g r a p h ic  s y m b o ls .

T h e  m iiita r y  p r o to -m a c h in e  c o n su m e d  its g o o d s  -  for in s ta n c e , vvhen a 

p h a r a o h  d ie d , h is c o n c u b in e s , his s e rv a n ts  a n d  e v e n  his s la v e s  vvere k ille d . In 

th e  fe ııd a l sy s te m , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , vvhich  se t o u t to p res erv e  th e  la b o u r  

fo rc e  o f  its serfs a n d  th e  f ig h tin g  fo rce  o f  its v a s s a ls , th e  p r im itiv e  sta te  

re s tr ic te d  a n d  d e la y e d  s u c h  c o n s u m p tio n . T h e  s ig n  vvas re ta in e d . S e m io tic  

O e d ip a lis m , fo r th e  vvritin g  m a c h in e , c o n sis ts  in  a n  e x te rn a l ta k in g  h o ld  

o f o b je c t s  a n d  s u b je c ts  in th e ir  c o m p le te n e ss . V V riting a n d  re e k o n in g  a re  n o t 

th e  sa m e  a s  c o n s u m in g , th o u g h  to n a m e  a  th in g  m a y  be a w a y  o f  e a tin g  

it.

T h e  p o s itio n  o f  vvritin g is th u s o n e  o f  a n ti-p ro d u e tio n . A  vvritten  text, its e lf  

im p o te n t, is n e v e rth e le s s  a  sig n  o f  povver. T h is  is th e  so u rc e  o f  the d ic h o to m y  

betvveen  m a th e m a tic s  a n d  p h y s ic s . P y th a g o r a s  vvas c o n c e rn e d  vvith the 

‘e s s e n t ia l ’ n u m b e r s  th a t  la y  b e y o n d  ‘r e a l ’ povvers. In  an  a rtic le  in the 

Engıclopaedia Universalis, ‘ P h y s iq u e  et m a th e m a tiq u e s ’ , J e a n  M a r c  L e v y -  

L e b lo n d  p res en ts  a  c r it iq u e  o f  th e  tvvo fo rm s in  vvhich p e o p le  h a v e  s o u g h t to 

m a k e  m a th e m a tic s  ‘ th e  la n g u a g e ’ o f  p h y s ic s . M a th e m a tic s  is vievved e ith e r  as 

th e  la n g u a g e  o f  n a tu re , vvhich m an  m u st le a rn  (th e  a tt itu d e  o f  G a li le o  and  

E iııs te in ) , o r as th e  la n g u a g e  o f  m a n  in  vvhich  n a tu r a l p h e n o m e n a  h a v e  to be 

e x p re s s e d  (th e  a tt itu d e  o f  H e is e n b e r g ) . B u t  th ere  are  a lso  a li th e  p o s s ib le  

p o s itio n s  betvveen th ese  tvvo, ali o f  vvhich , in o n e  vvay o r a n o th e r , ten d  to 

c o n s o lid a te  th e  d u a lis m  betvveen  e m p ir ic is m  a n d  fo rm a lism  -  o p p o sin g  

n a tu re  to  m a n , e x p e r ie n c e  to  th e o r iz in g , c o n c re te  to a b s tr a c t , sc ie n tific  

p h e n o m e n a  to  s c ie n tific  lavvs a n d  so  on.

L e v y - L e b lo n d  m a in ta in s  th a t  th ere  a re  tvvo p o s s ib le  u ses for m a th e m a tic s  

in th e  sc ie n c e s . I t  m a y  h a v e  a  re la tio n s h ip  o f  application -  as vvith eh em - 

is trv , b io lo g y , th e  sc ie n c e s  o f  th e  E a r th  a n d  a li o th e r  sp h e re s  in vvhich 

th ere  is n u m e ric a ! c a lc u la t io n  a n d  a  m a n ip u la t io n  o f  q u a n tit ie s . O r  it m ay  

h a v e  a r e la tio n s h ip  o f  constitution o r  production. ‘T h u s  m a th e m a tic s  is in terio r- 

ize d  b y  p h y s ic s ’ , a n d  th e ir  c o n c e p ts  a re  in d is s o lu b ly  in te r lin k e d  (d erived



ıpeed a n d  th e  e le c tr o -m a g n e tic  fie ld , fo r in s ta n c e ) . T h is  sort o fr e la t io n s h ip  is 

3eculiar to  p h y s ic s  (w h ic h  B a c h e la r d  fa ile d  to  re a liz e  vvhen h e sp o k e  o f  a 

P r o g r e s s i v e  m a t h e m a t i c i z a t i o n ’ o f  a li th e  sc ie n c e s ) . N e v e rth e le s s , th e  sep - 

ıra tio n  b etvveen  m a th e m a tic s  a n d  p h y s ic s  re m a in s . T h e y  a re  d iffe re n t in 

sind.
U n lik e  m a th e m a tic s , p h y s ic s  is d iffic u lt  to  e x p re ss  in a x io m s. O n e  c a n  g iv e  

several c o h e re n t m a th e m a tic a l e x p re s s io n s  o f  th e  sa m e  la w  o r c o n c e p t in 

physics ( m a th e m a tic a l p o ly m o r p h is m ). In  p h y s ic s  th e  p r in c ip le s  a n d  lavvs 

are m o re  m o b ile , m o re  tr a n s c u r s iv e , less h ie ra r c h iz e d . C o n v e r s e ly , a  s in g le  

m a th em a tica l s t r u c tu r e  c a n  g o v e rn  a  n u m b e r  o f  d iffe re n t d o m a in s  vvith out 

there b e in g  a n y  ‘ u n d e r ly in g  u n it y ’ - v v h a t  P o in c a r e  c a lle d  ‘ a h id d e n  h a rm o n y  

in th in g s ’ ( m a th e m a tic a l p lu r iv a le n c e ) . I t  is th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  o b je c t  o f  

physics th a t  c a n  o n ly  b e  knovvn a p p r o x im a te ly , th a t  e lu d e s  a b s o lu te  d efi- 

nition. T h u s  th ere  is a  c o n tr a d ic to r y  tw o -w a y  m o v e m e n t g o in g  on: m a th ­

em atics is te n d in g  to  e v e r  g r e a te r  a u to n o m y , b u t  a ls o  te n d in g  to  g r e a te r  in te r-  

dep en d en ce vvith m a th e m a tic a l p h y s ic s .

In L e v y - L e b lo n d ’s vievv o n e  m u st a b a n d o n  th e  id e a  o f  a n y  h ie ra r c h y  

am ong th e  s c ie n c e s  in fa v o u r  o f  m a th e m a tic iz in g  th em : ‘ it is b y  th e  n a tu re  o f  

its re la tio n s h ip  to m a th e m a tic s , a n d  b y  the c o n s titu tiv e  ro le  m a th e m a tic s  

plays, th a t  a n y  b ra n c h  o f  th e  n a tu r a l sc ie n c e s  -  m a jö r  o r  m in ö r -  c a n  be seen  

as b e lo n g in g  to the sp h e re  o f  p h y s ic s ’ . In  o th e r  vvords, p h y s ic s  is c o n stitu te d  

by tvvo p ro c es se s  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  (a  se m io tic  p r o c e s s  a n d  a  m a te r ia l 

process). A n  o b je c t  in  p h y s ic s  b e co m e s  co n sis te n t o n ly  in  so  fa r  as it c a n  

au th en tica lly  b e  tre a te d  m a th e m a tic a lly . I t  n o  lo n g e r  h a s  a  re la tio n s h ip  o f  

ap p lication  vvith th e  s ig n , b u t  o n e  o f  p r o d u c tio n . T h e  w a y  th e  p a r t id e  

corresponds vvith th e  sig n  n o  lo n g e r  re fers to  th e  d is ju n c t iv e  sy n th es es  o f  a  

system o f  r e p r e s e n ta tio n , b u t  to  a n  e x p e r im e n ta l c o n n e c tiv e  sy ste m  a n d  a 

theoretical c o n ju n c t iv e  sy s te m , in vvhich th e  s u rp lu s -v a lu e s  o f  e n c o d in g  o r  o f  

sets o f  a x io m s  a re  fo rm ed .

VVe th u s  e n d  u p  vvith a  p h y s ic s - m a th e m a t ic s  c o m p le x  th a t lin k s  th e  

d e-te rrito ria liza tio n  o f  a s y ste m  o f  s ig n s  vvith th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  a  

cluster o f  p h e n o m e n a  in  p h y s ic s . L e v y -L e b lo n d  vvould se e m , at th is  se c o n d , 

‘m ateria l’ le v e l, to  b e  m a in ta in in g  th e p r im a c y  o f t h e e x is t e n c e o f t h e  rea l. T h e  

traditional s p lit  betvveen m a th e m a tic s  a n d  th e  n a tu r a l sc ie n c e s  ( in c lu d in g  

physics) s a n c tio n e d  b y  e x p e r im e n ta t io n 4 vvould a p p e a r  to  be, fo r h im , 

insuperable.

W e m a y  n o te  th e  tvvofold c o n n e c tio n  betvveen th e  d e -te r r ito r ia liz e d  p h e-

4. The w ay in w hich he rejects an y subjection o f  physics to m athem atics -  that is, to the most 
de-ıerritorialized stratum  -  by q uoting the exam ple o fastro-ph ysics, vvhich becam e established on 

the previcusiy m athem aticized grou nd o fa stro n o m y, is unconvincing. M ath em atica l astronom y 

vvas never a ‘ non-experim ental’ science: it w as physics already on the vvay to being turned into 

mathematics.



n o m e n o n  o f t h e  p h y s ic is t  a n d  th e  m a th e m a tic s  s ig n  m a c h in e .5 R a th e r  th a n  

ta lk in g  a b o u t  an  o b je c t , let us s a y  w e  a re  d e a lin g  vvith a moment ofinertia on the 

part o f  the machirıism a t a  g iv e n  p o in t in  th e  c o n tin g e n t p ro cess  o f  d e-te rri-  

to r ia iiz a t io n . In  th e  la st re so rt, m a th e m a tic s  is a lso  an e x p e r im e n ta i sc ie n ce . 

It e x p e r im e n ts  vvith se m io tic  p h e n o m e n a  vvhich vvere in the p a st stili a t rest as 

g r a p h ic  s y m b o ls  a re  stili a t re st, b u t m ig h t p e rh a p s  be so in the fu tu re  m o re 

a fte r  th e  fa sh io n  o f  the fig u res  o f  sp e e c h  a n d  s y n ta c t ic a l ru les o f  in fo r m a tio n - 

th e o r y  m a c h in e s . T h e  o b je c t  o f  p h y s ic s  is p a rtic le s  (th ere  a re  so m e  h y p o th e-  

t ic a l o n es, knovvıı as ta c h y o n s , th at a re  s u p p o se d  to tra v e l fa ste r  th a n  lig h t, 

g o in g  b a c k  in  tim e , a n d  n o t b e in g  s u b je c t  to the u su a l lim ita tio n s  o f  c a u s a lity  

a n d  in fo r m a tio n ) .6 E v e r y  s u c h  m o m e n t o f in e r t ia  is co n n e c te d  vvith a p a rtic u -  

la r  s itu a tio n  o f  th e  n ıa c h in is m . J u s t  as th e  m a c h in is m  o f  e x p e r im e n ta tio n  o f 

th e o re tic a l p h y s ic s  h as  p r o d u c e d  th e  c o n d itio n s  for the e x p a n s io n  o f  m ath e- 

m a tic a l p h y s ic s , so the in fo r m a tio n -th e o r y  m a c h in is m  vvill p r o b a b ly  co m e  to 

h a v e  m o re  a n d  m o re  e ffect on  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f ‘p u r e ’ m a th e m a tic s . W e  

m a y  th erefo re  co m e  to th in k  in te rm s o f  b o th  m a th e m a tic s  a n d  p h y s ic s  b e in g  

in so m e  se n se  a lo n g s id e  th e  th e o r e tic -e x p e r im e n ta l m a c h in e . F a r  fro m  th in k ­

in g  th a t vve ca n  r a d ic a lly  a x io m a tiz e  p h y s ic s , vve sh a ll fin d  o u rse lv e s  on  the 

c o n tr a r y  h a v in g  to  r e la t iv iz e  th e  a x io ıııa t iz a t io n  o f  m a th e m a tic s .

*

T h e  Computer vvill p r o d u c e  as m a n y  p o s s ib le  a x io m a tiz a tio n s  as y o u  lik e  for 

ever',' th e o r y  -  a p o s itiv e  flo o d  o f  a x io m a t ic s .7 M a th e m a tic s  is n o t c o n c e rn e d  

vvitlı p u re  u n iv e rs a l s e m io tic  h a rm o n y . 11 is as m u c h  a m a c h in e  as p h y s ic s  is, 

e x c e p t  th a t, fro m  the p o in t o f  vievv o f  te c h n ic a l m a c h in ism , it is som evvhat 

fu r th e r  b e h in d . G ö d e l 's  th e o re m  m a rk e d  the c o n d e m n a tio n  o f  a n y  c la im  th at 

a x io m a tic s  is o m n ip o te n t .8 U n d o u b te d ly ,  th erefo re , th ere  ca n  b e  less a n d  less 

p o s s ib ility  o f  c o n c lu d in g  th e  various a tte m p ts  a t m athem atic  a x io m a tiz a tio n  

vvith a n y  super-axiomatics. O n  th e  c o n tr a ry , vvhat I vvant to shovv is th a t  ali

5. 1 also h ave reservations about [he split betvveen physics and the other sciences that use 

num erical order. It ıs possible that there are other m athem atics, other experim entations, other 

m achinism s.

6. H ere vve com e to a iıttle problem  in science-fiction; vvhat vvould a c o m p u ıe r  vvorking u-ith 

tachyons be like? C f. Recherches, no. 7, D ecem ber 1970, p. 675.

7. în  m y vievv there is no ju stification  for R u y cr’s position in condem ning apriori the possibility 

that cyb ernetics m ay expand infinitelv.

8. \ . . G ö d e l’s theorem  m akes c lear that vvhatçver theory there m ay be based on a finite num ber 

o f axiom s to m ake it possib le to construct arithm etic, one can alvvays dıscover som e unprovable 

proposition iri it . . . ' ( YVarusfe!, Dictıonnaire des M alkem atiques, p. 257). I f  o n e  appends ıhat 

parad oxical proposition as a supplem entary axiom , then w ç have a different theory, but one in 

vvhich there is a further un provable proposition. It is im possible ‘ that a finite n um ber o f  axiom s 

should be enough to establish any universal m athem atics in vvhich not m erely vvould the principle of 

the exc)uded third (P  cannot at the sam e tim e be true and false) be true, but in vvhich any 

proposition m ight be either true or false. Som e theorem s vvilİ alvvays rem ain non>demonstrable 

because ihere is no ansvver to them ’ (ib id . ).



the p a r t ia l m a c h in is m s  h a rm o n iz e  on  a  s in g le  p la n e  o f  co n s is te n c y  -  n o t 

s u s c e p tib le  to  b e in g  to ta lize d  in to  o n e  a x io m a tic , n o t s u s c e p tib ie  to  re p r e ­

s e n ta tio n , b u t in fin ite ly  d e - to ta liz e d , d e -te rr ito r ia liz e d , d e -a x io m a tiz e d . A n d  

th at it is on  th is  p la n e  o f  c o n s is te n c y  th a t m a th e m a tic s  lin k s  u p  vvith th e  o th e r  

sc ien ces.

M a c h in ic  c o n s is te n c y  e v a d e s  th e  a lte r n a t iv e  o f  m a th e m a tic a l c o n sis te n c y  

d efin ed  b y  G ö d e l ’s th e o re m . F irs t  o f  a li, to it a m a c h in ic  co n n e c tio n  m a y  be 

a ctu a l a n d  n o n -a c tu a l:  m a c h in ic  t im e  e n c o d e s  c o n tr a d ic tio n , th e  o b s e r v e r o f  

the c o n tr a d ic t io n  h as  h is ovvn m a c h in ic  tim e , th e  c o n n e c tio n  is g o v e rn e d  b y 

the g e n e ra l r e la t iv ity  o fc o n ju n c t io n s . S e c o n d ly , n o th in g  e sc a p e s  it. M a c h in e s  

ca n n o t s ta n d  e m p tin e ss , la c k , n e g a tio n , an  e x c lu s iv e ly  re fe re n tia l s tra tu m . 

\Vith m a c h in e s  th e  q u e s tio n  is o n e  o f  c o n n e c tio n  o r n o n -c o n n e c d o n , vvith out 

co n d itio n s, vvith ou t a n y  n eed  to  r e n d e r  a n  a c c o u n t  to  a n y  th ird  p a r ty . I t  is 

from  th a t th a t  th e  s u r p lu s -v a lu e  o fe n c o d in g  o r ig in a te s . T h e  s itu a tio n  is lik e  

that o f  th e  b u m b le -b e e  vvh ich , b y  b e in g  th ere , b e c a m e  p a rt  o f  th e  g e n e tic  

ch ain  o f  th e  o rc h id . T h e  s p e c if ic  e v e n t p a sse s  d ir e c t ly  in to  th e  c h a in  o f  

en co d in g  u n til a n o th e r  m a c h in ic  e v e n t lin k s  u p  vvith a  d iffe re n t te m p o ra liza -  

tion, a  d iffe re n t c o n ju n c tio n .

*

It is th e  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  e x c lu d e d  th ird  te rm  th a t  is it s e lf  e x c lu d e d  h ere . 

U ltim a te ly , th e  o n ly  re fe re n c e  is  th e  p la n e  o f  c o n s is te n c y , b u t  n o  lim it o r  la c k  

m ust b e  vvritten  in to  it. T h e  p la n e  o f  co n s is te n c y  is th e  o rg a n le s s  b o d y  o f  a li 

a x io m a tic  sy ste m s; it is n o t th e  to ta l b e in g  o f  th e  m a c h in is m , b u t th e  

im p o ssib ility  o f  c o n c lu d in g  o r  to ta liz in g  m a c h in ic  e x p a n sio n .

B e h in d  th e  o p p o s it io n  betvveen  vvhat is as y e t  h a r d ly  a x io m a tiz e d  a t  a li 

(that is, p h y s ic s )  a n d  vvhat is v e r y  m u c h  so  (th a t is , m a th e m a tic s )  o n e  c a n  see  

the ou tü n e  o f  th e  o rd e r  o f  vvhat is ‘ r a d ic a lly  n o n -a x io m a tiz a b le ’ -  m a c h in ic  

m u ltip lic ity . A x io m a t ic s  vvas re la te d  to  th e  s tr u c tu r e  o f  re p re s e n ta tio n , 

vvhereas th e  flu x  o fa x io m a t iz a t io n  re la te s  to m a c h in ic  p r o d u c tio n . T h is  b e in g  

so, ca n  o n e  m a in ta in  th a t p h y s ic s  h a s  a  sp e c ia l r e la t io n s h ip  vvith th e  o rd e r  o f  

existin g re a lity ?

T h e  o b je c t  o f  th e  m a th e m a tic s / p h y s ic s  c o m p le x u s  is n o t p h y s ic a l;  it  re la te s  

neither to  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p h y s ic a l n o r  to  th e  p h y s ic a l as n a tu re . M a c h in is m  

links to g e th e r  p h y s ic s  a n d  m a th e m a tic s , vvorkin g e q u a lly  vvell vvith s y m b o ls  

and p a rtic le s . T h e  p a r t id e  is d efin e d  b y  a  c h a in  o fs y m b o ls ;  p h y s ic is ts  ‘ in v e n t ’ 

particles th a t h a v e  n o t e x is te d  in  ‘ n a tu r e ’ . N a tu r e  as e x is t in g  p r io r  to  th e  

m achine n o  lo n g e r  e x ists . T h e  m a c h in e  p r o d u c e s  a  d iffe re n t n a tu re , a n d  in 

order to  d o  so  it d efin e s  a n d  m a n ip u la te s  it  vvith s y m b o ls  (th e  d ia g r a m m a tic  

process).

E p is te m o lo g ic a l p r im a c y  th erefo re  lies  n e ith e r  vvith m a th e m a tic s  n o r  vvith 

physics. It m a y  p e rh a p s  lie  vvith a rt . I t  is a r g u a b le  th a t  th e  m o st d e - te rr ito r ia l­

ized level re la te s  to th e  s ig n . It is tru e  th a t th e  m a th e m a tic a l s ig n  h as



so m e tim e s  let its h a n d  b e  fo rced  b y  th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  e x p e r im e n ta l 

p h y s ic s , b u t, e q u a llv ,  it is th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  the sig n  th at g o v e rn s  the 

e n tire  p r o c e s s , g e n e r a liz in g  its e ffects , a n d  p r o je c t in g  the s u rp lu s  v a lu e  o f  

e n c o d in g  o n to  th e  to ta lity  o f  e n c o d e d  a re a s . E v e n  in cases vvhere p h y sic s  

a p p e a r s  to be c o n tr o ll in g  th e  m o v e m e n t, th e  m a c h in ic  p o in ts  re m a in  on  the 

s id e  o f  th e  m a th e m a tic s  m a c h in e . A n d  th is  vvill be e v e n  m o re  th e  c a s e  as 

p h y s ic s  b e c o m e s  m o re  in v o lv e d  in in fo r m a tio n -th e o r y  te c h n o lo g v  a n d  a b a n -  

d o n s a n y  c la im  to  s ig n ify  a n y th in g  at al! a p a r t  from  its ovvn m a c h in ic  

c o n n e c tio ııs .

Y e t  th o se  p a r t ic le s  r e a lly  d o  e x ist -  so m evvh ere  e lse , in o th e r  g a la x ie s  for 

e x a m p le . T h e y  a re  n o t in v e n te d  o r a r r a n g e d  b y  m a th e m a tic s  a n d  p h y s ic s  as 

th o u g h  c re a te d  b y  a n  a rtis t . H o vvever, the g a la x ie s  a re  also c o lle c tiv e  p r o d u e ­

tio n  a g e n ts , 's e tt in g  u p ’ p a rtic le s , a r r a n g e m e n ts  o f  m a tte r , o f  life a n d  so  on. It 

is n o t a q u e s tio n  h ere  o fe o n tr a s t in g  n a tu re  vvith c re a tio n , b u t o fü k e n in g  it to 

C r e a t iv e  m a c h in e s . T h e  g a la x ie s  a re  a lso  c o lle c tiv e  a g e n ts  i f  n o t o f  u tte r a n c e , 

a t le a s t  o f  p r o d u e tio n .

W h a t  is p e rh a p s  p e c u lia r  to vvhat h a p p e n s  on  o u r p la n e t is th at p ro d u e tio n  

is alvvays a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a tra n s e r ip tio n : the c o lle c tiv e  tra n s d u e tiv e  a g e n e y  

o f  n a tu re  is p a r a lle le d  a n d  su rp a s s e d  b y  a c o lle c tiv e  a g e n e y  o f  u tte ra n c e , 

vvithin vvhich th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  th e  sig n  p la y s  a m a jö r  p a rt. T h e  sign  

p a r a lle is  th e  p a r t id e .  I t  g o e s  fu rth e r  th a n  it  in  its c a p a c it ie s  o f  de- 

te r r ito r ia liz a tio n , a n d  p r o v id e s  it vvith a n  a d d e d  c a p a c ity  fo r m u ltip lic ity .

T h e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  th a t ru n s th ro u g h  the vvhole m a th e m a tic s / p h y s ic s  

c o m p ie x u s  in v o lv e s  sc ie n tis ts , b u t a ls o  a lot e lse  b esid es: a li o f  p o litic a l 

so c ie ty , the flu x  o f  in v e s tm e n ts , a rm ie s  a n d  so o n . D e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  is 

p r o d u c e d  as m u c h  b y  th e  s ig n  as b y  n a tu re . H o vvever, th e  m o st im p o rta n t 

in s tru m e n t. th e  m a c h in ic  s p e a r h e a d , novv sid es vvith th e  sig n . T h e  s ig n -p o in t 

o f  th is  c o m p le x u s  c a n  b e  c o n sid e re d  fro m  tw o  a n g le s: as a sign it is an  a g e n t o f 

d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n ; as a  p h v s ic a l point, it is th e  p o in t o f  re c u rre n c e  o f  the 

re s id u a l p h v s ic a l flu x  in th e  ro le  o f  a n ti-p ro d u e tio n .

W e  are  novv c o n c e rn e d  not vvith th e  re p r e s e n ta tiv e  fu n ctio n  o f  the sig n , o r o f 

its a p p lic a t io n , b u t vvith th e  p r o d u c t iv e  a n d  a n ti-p ro d u e tiv e  a sp e c ts  o f  the 

s ig n -p o in t. T h e  d is t in e tio n  betvveen  m a th e m a tic a l r e p r e s e n ta tio n  a n d  the 

p r o d u e tio n  o f  p h y s ic s  re la te s  to vvhat vve m a y  c a li a  s c ie n tific  O e d ip u s  

s itu a tio n . VVith th e  a d v e n t  o f  vvritin g, th e  so u n d  m a c h in e  h as  b eco m e 

s e c o n d a r y . W ith  th e  c o m in g  o f  in fo r m a tio n  m a c h in is m s , a n d  th e ir  au d io - 

v is u a l d e v e lo p m e n ts , th e  tr a d it io n a l vvritin g m a c h in e  m a y  novv a lso  be o n  the 

vvay to b e c o m in g  s e c o n d a r y .

T o  re tu rn  to in d iv id u a te d  u tte r a n c e : it is so m e th in g  th a t c a n n o t be 

detac.h ed  fro m  its c ir c u m s ta n c e s  o f  t im e  a n d  p la c e , o f  sex , o f  c la ss , ete. 

H o vvever, th e  m o m e n t o f in e r t ia  vvhen th e  s p lit t in g -o ffin to  s u b je c tiv ity  occu rs 

c a n n o t be a ss ig n e d  p u r e ly  an d  s im p ly  to th e  o r d e r  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n . Just



vvhat is it th a t  e n a b le s  a  s ig n  m a c h in e  to  ‘g r a s p ’ a n d  c o n tro l a  flu x  o f  p a rtic le s?  

It is m a n ’ s sp e c if ic  c a p a c ity  fo r d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  th a t  e n a b le s  h im  to 

p ro d u ce s ig n s  fo r n o  p u rp o se : n o t n e g a tiv e  s ig n s , n o t n o th in g  s ig n s , b u t s ig n s  

to p la y  a b o u t  vvith fo r  fu n , fo r  a rt . H u m a n  in te rv e n tio n  so  tra n s fo rm s th in g s  

that a n  o r a l se m io tic  m a c h in e  p r o d u c e s  numen fo r  n o  re a so n , a n d  a  vvriting 

m ach in e in  th e  h a n d s  o f  m is c h ie v o u s  s c r ib e s  ru n s to  n o  p u rp o s e  (for e x a m p le , 

the p o e try  o f  a n c ie n t  E g y p t ) .

A r t  a n d  re lig io n  a re  a r ra n g e m e n ts  fo r p r o d u c in g  s ig n s  vvhich  vvill e v e n tu a l-  

ly p r o d u c e  povver s ig n s , s ig n -p o in ts  c a p a b le  o f  p la y in g  th e  p a rt  o f  p a rtic le s  in 

the a re n a  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n . T h e  S h a m a n ic  in v o c a tio n , the s ign -vvritin g  

of the g e o m a n c e r , a re  in th e m s e lv e s  d ir e c t  s y m b o ls  o f  povver. T h e y  m a rk  the 

im p o rta tio n  in to  n a tu re  o f  s ig n s  o f  povver, o f  a  s c h iz  th a t, v ia  s u c c e s s iv e  

surplus v a lu e s  o f  e n c o d in g , vvill e v e n tu a lly  b r in g  tru e  th e  vvildest d re a m s: first 

the d re a m  o f  th e  a lc h e m is t;  first d e s ire , b e fo re  d e - te rr ito r ia liz in g  m a th e m a t­

ical sig n s  a n d  th e  p a r tic le s  o f p h y s ic s .  I t  is th e  d u a lis t  re d u c tio n  o f  c a p ita lis t  

O e d ip a lis t  S c i e n c e  th a t  te n d s  to  s te r ilize  sc ie n c e  e v e n  a s  it is e x p a n d in g  

(sp littin g u p  in to  s e p a r a te  c o m p a r tm e n ts  re s e a rc h , p r o d u c tio n , te c h n o lo g y , 

teaching, a r t , e c o n o m ic s , e te .) . I t  is th e  c o n ju n c tio n  o f  th e  m ilita r y  m a c h in e  

and th e  S ta te  vvith sc ie n c e  th at d e te rm in e s  th e  im p o rta n c e  to  b e  a ttr ib u te d  to 

science a n d  d efin es th e  s c o p e  o f  its  a e tiv ity .

W e m u st th erefo re  d is t in g u is h  betvveen  th e  in d iv id u a te d  O e d ip a lis t  u tte r ­

ance, d ire e te d  tovvards b i-u n iv o c ity , th e  c o m p le te  o b je c t , re p re s e n ta tiv e  

ap p lica tio n , a n d  th e  q u ite  d iffe re n t in d iv id u a te d  se h izo  u tte r a n c e  vvhose 

force, vvhose d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  c h a r g e s , g o  o u t  to  th e  fu rth e st co rn e rs  o f  the 

universe. T h e  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  p h y s ic s  d o e s  n o t n e ed  to  b e  ‘m e n ta liz e d ’ , b u t 

encoded, m a d e  m a c h in ic . T o  re a d , to  u n d e rs ta n d , to  in te rp re t  -  th is  is to 

render p ovverless. T h e  s ig n  m u st a b a n d o n  its y e a r n in g  fo r o ra l s e m io tic s  a n d  

be tra n s fo rm e d  in to  a  m a c h in ic  s ig n -p o in t  so  as to  throvv it s e lf  u n re s e rv e d ly  

into the m a c h in ic  p h y lu m .

T h e  s e h iz o  p o s itio n , vvhich  a r tic u la te s  th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  c h a in s  o f  

collective a g e n c ie s  o f  u tte r a n c e  th a t  c o n s titu te  th e  p r e s e n t-d a y  s c ie n tific  

m achine, c a n n o t  b e  re d u c e d  to  th e  su m  o f  the in te rv e n tio n s  b y  in d iv id u a ls . I t  

is so m e th in g  tra n s - in d iv id u a l. T h e  se h izo  s c ie n tis t  in d iv id u a lly  p ro d u c e s  

d e-territo ria lized  s ig n s  a lo n g s id e  a c o lle c tiv e  m a c h in e . T h e  c u ttin g  e d g e , so  to 

say, o f  the m a c h in r  is h ere  th e  d e s ire , o r p e rh a p s  th e  m a d n e ss , o f  th e  sc ie n tist. 

His d es ire  h as  b e c o m e  a  s ig n  o f  povver b y  c o m in g  in to  c o n ta c t  vvith the 

m achinism . T h e  c o lle c t iv e  a g e n e y  o f  u tte r a n c e  th a t  c o n n e c ts  th in g s  vvith 

people d o es n o t c ru s h  ‘ h u m a n  v a lu e s ’ . W h a t  g iv e s  th e  s c ie n tific  m a c h in e  its 

super-povver is th e  s u p e r-h u m a n n e s s  th a t c a rr ie s  d e s ire  to th e  h e a rt  o f  b e in g . 

Far m ore povverfu l th an  a n y  p h y s ic is t ’s e y e lo tro n  is th e  d e s ire  th a t  p r o d u c e s  

d e-territo ria lized  s ig n s  -  s u p e r-p a r tic le s  c a p a b le  o f  e x p lo d in g  ‘ n a tu r a l’ p a r t i­

cles in to  a m u lt ip lic ity , a n d  so  in  a  sen se  fo r c in g  th em  to  b e  on  th e  d efe n s iv e .



T h e  d e -m a te r ia liz a t io n  o fn a t u r e ,  its tra n s m u ta tio n s , its nevv p ro d u c tio n s , 

ali d e p e n d  o n  th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  povver o f  d es ire . T h e  in te n s ity  o f  d e s ire  is 

s tro n g e r  th a n  the d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  in te n s ities  a n yvvh ere  e lse  in  n a tu re . N o t 

d e s ire  in itse lf, th e  d e s ire  o f  d re a m s , b u t th e  d e s ire  in se rib e d  in m a c h in ic  

c o m p le x e s .

T h e  q u e s tio n  th en  is vvh eth er avvaren ess o f  se lf, o f  in d iv id u a te d  u tte r a n c e , 

is a fu n e tio n  o f  a n ti-p r o d u e tio n . T o  th is  th ere  a re  tvvo ansvvers. I f  vvhat is 

m e a n t is th e  O e d ip a lis t  cogito, th e  re d u e tio n  to th e  le v e l o f  the in d iv id u a l, the 

eg o , th e  fa m ily , th en  the ansvver is Y e s .  B u t  i f  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  m a c h in e  is 

seen  as s o m e th in g  th a t e m p tie s  o u t th e  s ig n , th e  sp a c e  in o n e ’ s h e a rt , to c h a rg e  

it vvith a vvh olly  nevv povver so th a t it c a n  b e c o m e  a tta c h e d  to v vh atever it 

w a n ts  a t o n c e , fa s te r  th a n  lig h t, th en  th e  ansvver is N o . T h e  ta c h y o n  c o u ld  be 

an  e le m e n ta r y  p a r t id e  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  b e lo n g in g  a t o n c e  to p h y sic s  

a n d  to the a r ra n g e m e n ts  o f  s e m io tic s . In d e e d , p e rh a p s  th e  v e r y  th o u g h t o f 

d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  c o n s titu te s  a k in d  o f  a n ti-m a tte r!

T h e  a n n ih ila t io n  o f  in te n tio n a lity  b y  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts  d o es n o t m ake 

use o f  so m e  s u b s ta n c e  s u p p o s e d  to be a  v a s t  N o th in g , b u t th e  o m n ip o te n c e  o f 

a  c o m p le x  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  is p o te n t ia lly  c a p a b le  o f  c r e a t in g  a m u lti- 

p lic ity  o u t o f  v vh a te v er it to u ch e s. C o n s c io u s n e s s  a n d  avvaren ess o f  o n eself, 

a n d  o f  th e  n e a rn e ss  o f  a  c o lle c tiv e  u tte ra n c e  m a c h in e , p ro d u c e s  th e  m ost 

e n o rm o u s  m a c h in ic  ‘c h a r g e ’ o f  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  -  a  k in d  o f  a n t i- e n e r g y , o f 

s e m io tic  a n ti-m a tte r .

T h e  p la n e  o f  c o n s is te n c y  is th u s vvhat e n a b le s  a li th e  v a r io u s  s tra ta  o f 

s o c iu s , o f  te c h n o lo g y  a n d  so  on  to  b e  c u t  a ero ss , in v e s te d , d is in v e s te d  and  

tra n s fe rre d . D o e s  th is  b r in g  us b a c k  to  th e  id e a  th a t th ere  is a n  a b so lu te  

k n o vv led g e, a  su p e r io r  r a t io n a lity , th a t is th e  g o a l o f  h isto ry ?  N o , for th ere  is 

n o  q u e s tio n  o f  its  b e in g  a  s u p e r-s y s te m  o f  re fe re n ce . T h e  th esis  o f  th e  p la n e  o f 

c o n s is te n c y  as th e  u n a tta in a b le  g o a l o f  h is to ry  a m o u n ts  to a re je e tio n  o f  any 

a tte m p t  at to ta l iz a t io n , a n y  re d u e tio n  to a s in g le  re p re s e n ta tiv e  o rd e r , o r code 

o r  set o f  a x io m s . It is a  p o s itiv e  a ffirm a tio n  th a t it is p o s s ib le  to  e s c a p e  from  

h ie ra r c h ie s  o f  re fe re n c e , a n d  an  u n d e rm in in g  o f  re p r e s e n ta tiv e  c o n sis te n c y .

C o n s is te n c y  d e n ie s  th a t  th ere  is o n e  being th a t  vvould  e n c o d e  th e  e sse n c e  o f 

h is to ry  fo r its ovvn sa k e . It a ffirm s th e  c o h e re n c e , th e  c o n sis te n c y  o f  a  process 

n o t e x p r e s s ib le  in  h a rd  a n d  fa st p r o p o s itio n s  o r ra tio n a l th eo lo g ie s . In te n siv e  

m u ltip lic it ie s  d o  n o t re fe r  e ith e r  to re a so n  o r c h a o s , o r to e sc h a to lo g ic a l 

s ig n if ic a tio n s . T h e  m a c h in ic  p h y lu m  ru n s th ro u g h  a li b e in g  th a t  is h e ld  in  the 

t im e / s p a c e  s tr a ta  o f  in d iv id u a te d  u tte r a n c e . B e in g  in itse lf, b e in g  as u n ity , 

b e in g  as th e  e s se n c e  o f  th e  sa m e , re su lts  fro m  th e c o n tin g e n c y  o f  a n  u tteran ce  

m a d e  im p o te n t.

D ia g r a m m a tic  c o n ju n c tio n s  a re  th e  m o tiv e  fo rce  fo r d e-te rr ito r ia liza tio n . 

T h e y  a re  th e  s o u rc e  o f  th e  m a c h in ic  p h y lu m . O n ly  b e c a u s e  re p resen ta tio n  

h a s  b een  fla tte n e d  o u t  in to  e x c lu s iv e  d y s ju n c t iv e  sy n th eses  d o  vve fin d  m odes



o f s u b je c tiv a tio n  iso la te d  fro m  a n y  p r o d u c tio n . T im e  a n d  c o n sc io u sn e ss  a re  

not b o u n d  u p  vvith an  in d iv id u a te d  cogito. T h e  lin k s in th e  p ro ces s  o f  

d e-te rr ito r ia liza tio n  are  th e  e v e n ts , th e  m e a n in g , th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  m a c h in ic  

m u ta tio n s. T h e r e  a re  as m a n y  d iffe re n t tim e s c o e x is t in g  as th ere  a re  m a c h in e s  

in a c tio n . T h e  c o n s c io u s  h u m a n  b e in g  is s im p ly  th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  the 

g reatest in te n s ity  in th e  c o n ju n c tio n  o f  the p ro c es se s  o f  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n , 

the h ig h  p o in t o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , th e  p o in t a t vvhich th e  sig n  sco u rs  its e lf  

out, fo ld s  in  u p o n  it s e lf  to o p e n  o u t in to  a sc r ip t  th a t is le v e l vvith re a lity .

T h e  f in a lity  o f  h is to ry  is n o t to b e  fo u n d  in  a  b lin d  m a c h in is m , b u t in  the 

fin ality  o f  d e s ire , in  fa c t  o f  th e  m o st self-avvare d e s ire  o f  a li, th a t o f  th e  

su p erm an  vvho h as  w o n  m a s te r y  o f  b e in g - in - its e lf  b y  s a c r ific in g  m a s te ry  o f  his 

in d iv id u a l c o n sc io u sn e ss . S o litu d e , m e d ita tio n , Iettin g  th e  c o n te m p la tio n  o f  

desire h a v e  free  re in , th e  loss o f  in d iv id u a t io n  in  fa v o u r  o f  c o s m ic  e n g a g e m e n t

-  ali th is le a d s  to a  p a r a d o x ic a l c o m b in a tio n  o f  e ffects: an  in d iv id u a l 

h y p e r-s u b je c tiv a tio n  o f  d e s ire  (as in  S a m u e l B e c k e tt , fo r  e x a m p le )  a n d  a 

radical a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l s u b je c t  to  c o lle c tiv it ie s , th a t lin k  m an  

vvith th e  m a c h in ic  p h y lu m .

C a p ita lis m  tries to in te r io r iz e  th e  u n b o u n d e d  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  p la n e  o f  

con sisten cy . It a r ra n g e s  o rg a n s , s e lf-c o n ta in e d  o b je c ts , re la t io n s h ip s , in d i­

v idual s u b je c tiv ity . W h a t  p r e v e n te d  th e  o rg a n le s s  b o d y  o f  th e  p r im itiv e  S ta te  

from a b o lis h in g  th e  p la n e  o f  c o n s is te n c y  in to  in fin ite  fra g m e n ts  vvas th e  

setting in  m o tio n  o f  th e  m a c h in ic  p h y lu m . V Vhereas th e  m ilita r y  p ro to - 

m ach in e d e s tro y e d  vvhole tovvns, d e s tr o y in g  e v e n  its ovvn s o ld ie rs , th e  

m ach in ic p h y lu m  s u r v iv e s .



Intensive Redundancies and Expressive 
Redundancies1

W e  m u st d is t in g u is h  betvveen in te n s iv e  a n d  e x p re s s iv e  r e d u n d a n c ie s . In te n - 

s iv e  r e d u n d a n c ie s  a d v a n c e  b y  w a y  o f  in tr in s ic  e n c o d in g , vvith out in v o lv in g  

sp e c if ic  s tr a ta  o f  e x p re ss io n ; th u s th ey  th e m s e lv e s  re m a in  th e  p r iso n e rs  o f  

e n c o d in g  s tr a tific a tio n . T h e y  in c lu d e , for e x a m p le , the in tr in s ic  s tra tific a tio n  

o f  th e  fıe ld  o f  n u c le a r  p a r tic ie s , or th a t o f  a to m ic , m o le c u la r , c h e m ic a l or 

b io lo g ic a l o r g a n iz a t io n . N o n e  o f  th ese  fo rm s o f  e n c o d in g , re p r o d u c tio n , 

m a in te n a n c e  a n d  in te r a c t io n  ca n  b e  d e ta c h e d  fro m  its in d iv id u a l s tra tu m . 

T h e r e  is n o  re la tio n s h ip  o f  e x p re ss io n , c o n c o r d a n c e , in te rp re ta tio n , refer- 

en ce , e te ., a m o n g  th e  d iffe re n t s tra ta ; th ey  re m a in  u n a ffe c te d  b y  o n e  a n o th e r. 

O n e  c a n  o n ly  p a ss  fro m  a n  e n e r g y  s tra tu m  to, sa y , a m a te r ia l o r b io lo g ic a l 

s tr a tu m , b y  m ea n s  o f  a s u rp lu s -v a lu e  o f  e n c o d in g , a k in d  o f  p ro life ra tio n  a n d  

in te r la c in g  o f  c o d e s , b u t o n e  vvith re sp e c t for th e  a u to n o m y  a n d  in te g r ity  o f  

th e  v a r io u s  s tra ta . T h e  h e a p e d -u p  s tra ta  fo rm  a  k in d  o f  h u m u s, o r vvhat one 

m ig h t c a li a s y s te m  o fs o u p s . B e h in d  life th ere  is a  b io lo g ic a l s o u p , b e y o n d  the 

b io lo g ic a l so u p  a  p h y s ic o -c h e m ic a l so u p  a n d  so on . VVe th u s h a v e  a  se m io tic  

m a c h in e  vvhich is e n c o d e d  vvith ou t c h a n g in g  le v e ls . A b s t r a c t  m a ch in es  

re m a in  th e  p r iso n e rs  o f  th e ir  s tra tific a tio n s .

O n ly  vvhen sp e c if ic , a u to n o m iz e d  se m io tic  m a c h in e s  are  b ro u g h t in to  p la v  

ca n  th ere  be a  d ir e c t  p a s s a g e  fro m  o n e  s tra tu m  to a n o th e r. T h e r e  vvill th en  be 

n o t a s u rp lu s -v a lu e  o f  e n c o d in g , b u t a tra n s -e n c o d in g . T h e  se m io tic  m a c h in e  

sets o fl 'a  p r o c e d u re  o fa b s o lu t e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  th a t is c a p a b le  o f  Crossing 

a li th e  s tra tific a tio n s . S u c h  a se m io tic  m a c h in e  e m b a rk s  on its a u to n o m iza -  

tion  vvith th e  b io lo g ic a l re p r o d u c tio n  m a c h in e . In  fa c t , th is  la t te r  is th e  first 

s p e c ıa liz a t io n  o f  a r e a d in g  m a c h in e  th a t cru sh e s  th e  in te n s ities , sq u e e z in g  

th em  as o n e  s q u e e z e s  th e ju ic e  o u t o ff r u it .  T h e  m a c h in e  o fg e n e t ic  e xp re ssio n  

im p lie s  the d e ta e h m e n t o f  on e s tra n d  o f  e n c o d in g  to  a c t as a r e p r o d u c tio n  

m o u ld . T h u s  th ere  is e s ta b lis h e d  a  sy ste m  o f  tw o fo !d  a rtic u la tio n : a de- 

te r r ito r ia liz e d  s tra n d  o f  e n c o d in g , in o th e r  vvords a  s tra n d  as fa r as p o ssib le  

d e ta c h e d  fro m  th e  s e c o n d  a n d  th ird  d im e n s io n s ,2 a lin e  th a t is a tta c h e d  to  the

1 . N otes m ade in A p ril 1974.

2. T h e  relative posirions o f  the time dim ension m ight perhaps m ake it possible to pinpoint the 

difierence betw een genetic codes and im guistic codes; the time vvhen relationships o f  bi- 

un ivocaüzaıion  com e into being is narrovver and stricter in the genetic m achine, vvhercas the forms 

or underlving struetures in la n gu age introduce a certain  lag  betvveen the organization  o f uüerances 

and that o f  codes.



in te n s itie s  a n d  d ia g r a m m a tiz e s  th em . O n ly  the fa c t th a t su c h  a  lin e  ca n  be 

d is c e rn e d  m ak es it p o s s ib le  to re a d  a n d  tr a n s c r ib e  a  c o m p le x  p ro ces s  

d ia c h r o n ic a lly . T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e p r o d u c tio n , in  c r y s ta llo g r a p h y  fo r e x a m p le , 

d o es n o t h a v e  re c o u rs e  to th is  a lig n m e n t  s y ste m  o f  th e  c o d e . A  th ree- 

d im e n s io n a l c r y s ta l,  o r  a  so lu tio n  in th e  p ro c e s s  o f  b e c o m in g  c r y s ta lliz e d , o n ly  

‘d e -c o d e s ’ th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  a n o th e r  c ry s ta l fro m  o u ts id e ; it ca n  o n ly  m o d e l 

or a d a p t  it s e lf  to  it. U n lik e  th e  R N A  a n d  D N A  c h a in s , a  c r y s ta l re m a in s  too 

te rr ito r ia liz e d  to  be a b le  to  re a c h  th e  le v e l o f  th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  th a t 

g o v e rn  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  p h y s ic o -c h e m ic a l d e -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n . B u t  the g e n e tic  

ch a in  is ju s t  as m u c h  th e  p r is o n e r  o f  the o rg a n is m  stra tu m .

T h e  s a m e  is th e  ca se , th o u g h  to  a le sse r  e x te n t, vvith th e  d e- 

te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  u tte r in g  fo r c e s  -  in  p r im it iv e  so c ie tie s  fo r  in sta n c e . T h e y  

m ake a s ta r t  o n  s e tt in g  tr a n s -c o d in g  sy ste m s in to  o p e ra tio n , b u t su c h  

tra n s -c o d in g  is stili o n ly  r e la t iv e  a n d  p o ly -c e n tre d . T h is  p o ly -c e n tre d n e s s  is 

the e x p re s s io n  o f  a  k in d  o f  re je c tio n  o f  th e  ‘g a n g r e n e ’ o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n , a 

re je ctio n  th a t  ca n  b e  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  vvay a  m a c h in ic  s y ste m  is o r g a n iz e d  in to  

castes . (F o r  e x a m p le , tr a d it io n a l so c ie tie s  vvill try  to  re str ic t  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  

m e ta llu r g y  p e r h a p s , o r o fv v r itin g , b y  a llo w in g  th em  o n ly  to  b e  u sed  fo r c e rta in  

sp e c ific  p u rp o se s .)  O n ly  a t th e  en d  o f  th e  p ro cess  o fd e g e n e r a t io n  o f  s ig n ify in g  

s e m io lo g ie s , vvith th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  a  m a c h in ic  u tte r a n c e  c o m p le x , vvill th e  

lines o f  d ia g r a m m a tiz a t io n  a n d  s o c io -m a te r ia l c o lle c tiv e  a g e n c ie s  s ta rt  to 

o p e ra te  vvhich  vvill p r o d u c e  th e  s ig n  m a c h in e s  th a t  ca n  re a lly  c o n tro l the 

s tra tific a tio n s . T h e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  sig n s -  in  m a th e m a tic a l p h y s ic s , 

in fo r m a tio n -th e o r y , e te . -  g iv e s  th e  s ig n  a  k in d  o f  s u p e r- lin e a r  q u a lity ;  so 

m uch  so th a t  o n e  c a n  n o  lo n g e r  sp e a k  s tr ic t ly  in te rm s o f  a s ig n  a t a li a n y  m o re. 

W e  h a v e  le ft  th e  sp h e re  o f  a  p r e -s ig n ify in g  p o ly -v o c a l e x p re ss io n  in v o lv in g  

m o v e m e n ts , vvords, d a n c in g ; vve h a v e  e v e n  left th a t o f  s e m io lo g ie s  o v er- 

en co d ed  b y  th e  s ig n ifie r , a n d  th e  p o s t-s ig n ify in g  s p h e re  o f  th e  a x io m a tiz e d  

letters a n d  s ig n s  o f  S cien ce  a n d  a rt; vve a re  n o w  d e a lin g  vvith a  d ire c t  

exp ressio n  o f  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in is m s . T h e  d iffe re n ce  betvveen  sig n  a n d  p a r t id e  

is b lu rre d ; d ia g r a m m a tiz a t io n  d en ie s  th e  p r im a c y  o f  m a te r ia l f lu x e s, vvhiie o n  

the o th e r  h a n d  the re a l in te n s ities  sp e a k  fo r th e m s e lv e s , b o rro vvin g  th e  

m eth o d  o f  m a c h in e s  in e lu d in g  o n ly  a  m in im u m  o f  s e m io lo g ic a l in e rtia . 

T h e o rie s , th eo r ists  a n d  e c o n o m ic / e x p e r im e n ta l c o m p le x e s  fo rm  a netvvork o f  

n o n -s ig n ify in g  e x p r e s s iv e  s u b s ta n c e s  vvhich c a n  d e m o n s tra te  th e ir  d e- 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n s  in sp a c e  a n d  tim e , vvith ou t th e  m e d ia tio n  o f  a n y  r e p r e s e n ta -  

tion.

A t  th is  le v e l o n e  c a n  n o  lo n g e r  sp e a k  o fs e p a r a te  s c ie n tific  a re a s  s u c h  as the 

area o f  a s tr o -p h y s ic s  o r  th e  a r e a  o f  m ic ro -p h y s ic s . W e  a re  fa c e d  vvith a  s in g le  

u n iverse  o fa b s t r a c t  m a c h in e s , vvo rk in g  b o th  on  th e  g a la c t ic  a n d  on th e  a to m ic  

scale. (C f. th e  th eo r ie s  a b o u t  th e  first se co n d  o f  th e  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  u n iv e rse .)  

T h u s it is th e  v e r y  id e a  o f  s c a le  th a t  s u c c u m b s  to  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  re la t iv ity ,



a n d  i f  th ere  a re  e x tr a - te r r e s tr ia l vvorlds s im ila r  to the h u m a n , it is as 

r e a s o n a b le  to e x p e c t  to  fin d  th em  in  th e  w o rld  o f  m ic ro -p h y s ic s  as in o th er  

g a la x ie s . N o t th a t  th is  m ak es it a n y  e a s ie r  to  m a k e  c o n ta c t  vvith them !
T h e  e x is te n c e  o f  s e m io tic  m a c h in e s , th erefo re , c o rr e s p o n d s  to a n  in ter- 

m e d ia te  p h a s e  in th e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  p ro c es s . ‘B e fo r e ’ the s ig n  (th is  sid e  

o f  it) th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  re m a in  the p r iso n e rs  o f  s tra tific a tio n . ‘A f t e r ’ the 

s ig n  (vvith a -s ig n ify in g  m a c h in ic  c o m p le x e s )  vve le a v e  the se m io tic  re g is te r  to 

p a ss to th e  d ir e c t  in s c r ip tio n  o f  th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  on  th e  p la n e  o f 

c o n s is te n c y . ‘ B e fo r e ’ th e  s ig n  th ere  is a r e d u n d a n c y  o fp u r e s t r a t if ie d  in fo rm a - 

tio n . ‘ A f t e r ’ th e  s ig n , th ere  is a  d e -stra tifie d  in fo r m a tio n , a d e -s tra tify in g  

d ia g r a m m a tiz a t io n  -  in  o th e r  vvords a  p r in c ip le  o f  tra n s fo rm a tio n  th at 

re p e a ts  th e  re la tiv e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n s , a n d  o p e n s up the in te n s iv e  stra ti-  

fic a tio n s  on  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  povver o f  th e  s ig n  m ach in es . 

B etvveen  the tvvo a re  th e  se m io lo g ie s  o f  s ig n if ic a tiv e  re d u n d a n c y , in o th er 

vvords al! the sy ste m s th a t  vvork to re n d e r  im p o te n t the in te n s iv e  p ro cesse s  o f 

d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n . T h e  s tra tifie d  e n c o d in g s  -  p h y s ic o -c h e m ic a l, b io lo g ic a l, 

e c o lo g ic a l, e te . -  h a v in g  c o lla p s e d  o n e  a fte r  a n o th e r , d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  has 

lo st so m e  o f  its vveight. T h e  s tr a ta  a re  n o  lo n g e r  h e rm e tic a lly  se p a ra te d ; fluxes 

o f  in te n s iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  p a ss from  o n e  to a n o th e r. S y ste m s o f  d o u b le  

a r t ic u la t io n  o f  fo r m - c o n te n t  r e d u n d a n c ie s  re p r e s e n t a n  a tte m p t  at total 

sh u ttin g -o ff . B u t  th e ir  o n ly  re s u lt  is a  r e la tiv e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n , a s tr a t i­

fic a tio n  o f  fo rm  th a t vvill e n d  b y  m issin g  its m a in  a im , vvhich vvas to k ee p  a 

t ig h t  re in  o n  th e  p o te n tia l c r e a t iv ity  o fn o n - s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e s  (m ilita r y  and  

te c h n o lo g ic a l m a c h in e s , m a c h in e s  o f  vvritin g, o f  m o n e ta ry  s ig n s , sc ie n tific  

s ig n s  a n d  so  o n ). A fte r  th e  b a r r ie rs  o f  ‘n a t u r a l ’ d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , th e  n ext 

th in g s  to g o  vvill be th o se  o f ‘a r t i f ic ia l ’ s e m io lo g ic a l d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n . T h is  

vvill m ea n  th e  fa ilu r e  o f  a li a tte m p ts  to g iv e  th in g s  a r e p r e s e n ta tiv e  n a tu re , 

b a se d  on  th e  vvorlds, a n d  vvorlds b e y o n d  th e  vvorlds, o f  th e  m in d  as so m a n y  

fo r tific a tio n s  a g a in s t  th e  a c c e le r a t in g  p ro ces s  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n .

in fo r m a tio n  th e o r y  h a s  tr ie d  to s a v e  th e  b a c o n  o f  th e  se m io lo g ie s  o f 

s ig n if ic a t io n  b y  d e f in in g  s ig n if ic a t iv e  re d u n d a n c ie s  as b e in g  in in v e r se  pro- 

p o r tio n  to th e  q u a n t ity  o f  in fo r m a tio n  -  b u t th is  is n o  m o re th a n  a  re a rg u a r d  

s e m io lo g ic a l sk irm is h . In  fa c t , th e  tra n s fe r  o f  in fo r m a tio n  b e lo n g s  to a 

d ia g r a m m a tic  p ro c e s s  th a t  h as n o d ire c t re la tio n  vvith th e  s ig n ific a tiv e  

r e d u n d a n c ie s  o f  h u m a n  ‘ u n d e r s ta n d in g ’ . ‘ B e fo re ’ the s ig n if ie r , re d u n d a n c y  

a n d  in fo r m a tio n  c a m e  to g e th e r  in  a  p ro ces s  o f in t r in s ic  d ia g r a m m a tiz a tio n . 

‘ A f t e r ’ it, d ia g r a m m a tiz a t io n  s ta rts  o f f  a p ro c e s s  o f  u n lim ite d  tra n s -e n co d in g . 

B etvveen  th e  tvvo, h o vvever, s ig n ify in g  s e m io lo g ic a l s tra tific a tio n  stili h a s  a 

v ita l  p a r t  to  p la y : fo r in fa c t  th e  re s id u e s  o f  a s ig n ify in g  p r o c e s s  a c c u m u la te  in 

the sa m e  vvays as th o se  o f  a n y  o th e r  s tr a ta  o f  e n c o d in g . L in e s  o f  in terp ret- 

a tio n , vvith th e ir  h ie r a r c h y  o f  c o n te n ts  a n d  lin es o f  s ig n if ic a n c e , vvith their 

c a r e fu lly  m o n ito r e d  e x p a n s io n , b e c o m e  a k in d  o f  ravv m a te r ia l fo r the



se ttin g -u p  o f  n o n -s ig n ify in g  s ig n  m a c h in e s . T h e  b y -p ro d u c ts  o f  th e  s ig n ifie r, 

figures o f  e x p re s s io n , p r e - d ia g r a m m a tic  a g e n c ie s , a re  e sse n tia l e le m e n ts  o f  

the e n g in e e r in g  o f  a c c e le r a to r s  o f  p a rtic le -s ig n s  w h o s e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  

povver vvill be c a p a b le  o f  b r e a k in g  dovvn th e  s tra ta  o f  e n c o d in g .

T h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  liv in g  vvorld first set u p  th is  so rt o f  a c c e le r a to r . A t  a 

certa in  le v e l, m u lt i-c e llu la r  o rg a n is m s  are  stili co lo n ie s  o r c o lle c tio n s  o f  

u n i-c e llu la r  o rg a n is m s , l iv in g  p a r t ly  b y  a  sy ste m  o f  in tr a -e n c o d in g , an d  p a r t ly  

by tra n s -e n c o d in g . B u t tra n s -e n c o d in g , th o u g h  lim ite d  b y  h a v in g  to m a in ta in  

those in tr in s ic  e n c o d in g s , is o p e n  to  v a r io u s  c o s m ic  in te n s iv e  s tra tific a tio n s , 

vvhich it e x p re sse s  a n d  r e a rra n g e s . In  th is  sen se , it m a y  be sa id  to re p res en t 

the s ta r t in g -u p  o f  a p r im itiv e  a -s ig n ify in g  se m io tic  m a c h in e . B u t  vve sh a ll 

o b v io u s ly  h a v e  to m a k e  a r a d ic a l d is t in c tio n  betvveen th is  b io lo g ic a l m a c h in e  

and th e  a -s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e s  o f  c o lle c tiv e  a g e n c ie s  o f  u tte ra n c e . In d e e d  it is 

hard to s a y  vvh eth er o r n o t th is is a lr e a d y  in fa ct a  sign m a c h in e . T h e  s ig n ify in g  

sign a n d  th e  a -s ig n ify in g  s ig n  d e p e n d  on the o p e ra tio n  o f  tvvo o th e r  e x tr e m e ly  

specific ty p e s  o f  m a c h in e : first, on  th is sort o f  a c c e le r a to r  o f  de- 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  th a t  c a rrie s  it to  th e  a b s o lu te  in o rd e r  to  n u llify  it, a n d  th en  

on th e  ‘ s e m io tic  p r o c e s s in g  fa c to r ie s ’ th a t c o n v e r t  th a t a b s o lu te  de- 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  in to  q u a n tu m  fo rm . It vvould  be r id ic u lo u s  to su g g e st th at 

the sa m e  s y s te m  o f  s ig n s  is a t vvork a t o n c e  in  th e  p h y s ic o -c h e m ic a l, the 

b io lo g ica l, th e  h u m a n  a n d  th e  m a c h in ic  fie ld s. O n ly  n o n -s ig n ify in g  p a rtic le s , 

m ovin g avvay fro m  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s , vvould be c a p a b le  o f  su ch  an  e x p lo it. 

T h e c o n d itio n s  in vvhich  th e y  a re  p r o d u c e d  re m a in  e x tr e m e ly  sp e c ific , 

d ep en d in g  o n  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  m a c h in ic  a g e n c ie s  vvith n o th in g  u n iv e rs a l 

about th em . T h e  s ig n s o f  s e m io lo g y  a n d  o f  a lm o st a li se m io tic s  c o n stitu te  

strata lik e  a n y  o th e rs . J u s t  as th ere  are  s tra ta  o f  e le m e n ta r y  p a rtic le s , o f  

p h ysical, c h e m ic a l a n d  b io lo g ic a l e le m e n ts , a n d  so on , so  th ere  a re  s e m io tic  

strata, a n d  s tra ta  o f  a -s ig n ify in g  m a c h in is m s  th a t, in v a r y in g  d eg re e s, b r in g  

into p la y  q u a n ta  o f  a b s o lu te  d e -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n . C o n s e q u e n tly , th en , 

though sig n s  re m a in  lo c a liz e d  u p o n  p a r t ic u la r  s tra ta , a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  a re , 

on the c o n tra r y , im p lic a te d  in a li s tra ta .

D e -te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  is e ith e r  c a te g o r iz e d  (in  ‘n a tu r e ’ o r in th e  b in a ry  

sem iotic m a c h in e s  in to  vvhich  it is fo rced  b y  the s ig n ify in g -c o n s c io u s n e s s  

system ) o r  set free  b y  th e  n o n -s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e s  o f  th e  c o lle c t iv e  a g e n c ie s  o f  

utterance. D e p e n d in g  on  m o v e m e n t fro m  o n e  s tra tu m  to a n o th e r , a b s tr a c t  

m achines vvill re c e iv e  a g r e a te r  or le sse r  d e g re e  o f  a c tu a liz a t io n  a n d  fo rce. 

T h is d e g re e  o f  l ib e r a t io n  c o rr e s p o n d s  to  th e  d e g re e  o f  in te n s ity  o f  th e  

d e -te rrito r ia liza tio n .3 I t  is as th o u g h  th ere  vvere, a t  th e  ‘ b e g in n in g ’ , a  s lo w ,

3. T w o  types o f intensities m ust be d istinguished, differential intensities as betw een different 

strata, and the absolute intensity o f  the com plete organless body. A bsolute intensity displays at once 

ali the force o f d e-territorialization  as such, and ali İts povverlessness to break avvay from the 

semiological de-territorialization  o f  the signifying-consciousness system .



h ie r a r c h iz e d  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  in the in tr in s ic  e n c o d in g s , a n d  th en  an 

a c c e le r a te d  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  b y a k in d  o f  u p  a n d  dovvn p ro cess. A t  each  

p e a k  o f  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  th ere  is the e m e rg e n c e  o f  an  a b s tr a c t  m a ch in e  

follovved  b y  a fresh  s tr a tific a tio n . V vith  the m o v e m e n t from  on e s tra tu m  to the 

n e x t, th e  c o e ffic ie n t o f  a c c e le r a tio n  o f  d e -te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  s im p ly  in cre a se s. 

T h e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  s p e e d  u p  th e  p ro ces s  o f  in te n s iv e  d e -te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  

u n til th e  stra ta  b u rst a p a r t, th u s C rossin g a th re sh o ld , a k in d  o f  ‘vvall o f 

a b s o lu te  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n ’ . I f  the d e -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  re b o u n d s from  that 

th re s h o ld , vve a re  stili in th e  vvorld o f  s e m io lo g ic a l im p o te n tiz a tıo n  (the 

s ig n ify in g -c o n s c io u s n e s s  sy ste m ); i f i t g e t s  a c ro ss  it, vve m o ve  in to  the vvorld of 

a -s ıg n ify in g  p a r t ıc le -s ig n s  (a g e n c ie s  o f  c o lle c t iv e  u tte ra n c e ) .



Subjectless Action1

O n e  c a n  a lw a y s  re p la c e  a n y  p r o n o u n  vvith ‘ it ’ ,2 vvhich co v e rs  a li p r o n o m in a l-  

ity , b e  it p e rs o n a l, d e m o n s tra t iv e , p o s se ss iv e , in te r r o g a tiv e  o r in d efin ite , 

vvh eth er it re fers to v e r b s  o r  a d je c tiv e s . ‘ I t ’ re p re s e n ts  th e  p o te n tia l a r t ic u la -  

tion  o f  th o se  lin k e d  e le m e n ts  o f  e x p re ss io n  vvhose co n te n ts  are  the le a st 

fo r m a liz e d , a n d  th erefo re  th e  m o st s u s c e p tib le  o f  b e in g  re a rra n g e d  to p r o d u c e  

the m a x im u m  o fo c c u r r e n c e s .  ‘ I t ’ d o e s  n o t re p res en t a s u b je c t; it d ia g r a m m a -  

tizes a n  a g e n c y . I t  d o e s  n o t o v e r -e n c o d e  u tte r a n c e s , o r  tra n s c e n d  th em  as d o  

the v a r io u s  m o d a lit ie s  o f  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  u ttera n ce ; it p r e v e n ts  th e ir  fa llin g  

u n d e r th e  ty r a n n y  o f  s e m io lo g ic a l c o n s te lla tio n s  vvhose o n ly  fu n ctio n  is to 

e vo k e  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  a tra n s c e n d e n t u tte r in g  p ro cess; it is th e  a -s ig n ify in g  

s e m io lo g ic a l m a tr ix  o f  u tte r a n c e s  -  th e  s u b je c t  par excellence o f  th e  u tte r a n c e s  -  

in so fa r as th ese  su c c e e d  in fr e e in g  th em se lv e s  fro m  the svvay o f  th e  d o m in a n t 

p e rs o n a l a n d  se x u a l s ig n if ic a tio n s  a n d  e n te r in g  in to  c o n ju n c tio n  vvith 

m a c h in ic  a g e n c ie s  o f  u tte ra n c e .

O n e  ca n  a lvvays u n d e rs ta n d  a n  I -e g o  u n d e r ly in g  a n y  p r o n o m in a l fu n ctio n . 

A  s u p p o s e d  u tte r e r  e x te rn a l to th e  la n g u a g e  u sed  is th en  ta k e n  to be m a k in g  

its im p r in t  on  th e  d is c o u rs e , a n d  th a t im p rin t is vvhat is c a lle d  the s u b je c t  o f  

the u tte r a n c e . A  flu x  o f  p u re  s u b je c tiv ity  tra n s c e n d s  th e  s ta te m e n ts  m a d e  a n d  

p ro cesses  th e m  a c c o r d in g  to th e  d o m in a n t e c o n o m ic  a n d  so c ia l n o rm s. T h is  

o p e ra tio n  b e g in s  vvith a  sp lit  in  th e  ‘ i t ’ , the p re te n d e d  d is c o v e r y  th a t ‘ it ’ 

c o n ta in s  a h id d e n  cogito, a th in k in g  I-e g o . T h e  e le m e n ts  o f  e x p re ss io n  a re  

taken  ö v e r  b y  a n  u tte r in g  s u b je c t. A n  e m p tv  r e d u n d a n c y , a  s e c o n d -d e g re e  

r e d u n d a n c y  a p p e a r s  a lo n g s id e  a li the re d u n d a n c ie s  o f  e x p re ss io n . T h e  

p h o n ic  e x p re s s io n  n o  lo n g e r  e v o k e s  a  g e s tu ra l, p o s tu ra l, r itu a l, s e x u a l, ete. 

e xp re ssio n . I t  h as  first to tu rn  b a c k  u p o n  itse lf, c u t  it s e lf  o f f  fro m  th e c o lle c tiv e  

d es ir in g  p r o d u c t io n , a n d  b e c o m e  a rra n g e d  on  se p a ra te , h ie ra r c h iz e d  s e m i­

o lo g ic a l s tr a ta . T h e  s p lit tin g  o f  th e  I -e g o  is th e  p o in t o f  o r ig in  o f  sy ste m s o f  

r e c ip r o c a l a r t ic u la t io n  -  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n  -  betvveen  r e d u n d a n c ie s  o f  

co n ten t a n d  re d u n d a n c ie s  o fs ig n ify in g  e x p re ss io n . T h e  m a te r ia l a n d  se m io tic

i . G iven  at the 1974 M ilan  C on feren cc, ‘ P sychanaiyse ct S em iotiqu e’ , 10/18.

2 T h e  French is il, vvhich m eans both he and it. T h e  nearest approxim ation  to this in English 

secms to m e to be ‘it ’ , but readers w ill find this seetion elearer if  they b ear in m ind that ‘ it ’ can be 

used to m ean he, o r  it as a subject, or the indefinite ‘it ’ o f ‘it is rain in g ’ , ‘ it is true’ . [ Translator]



f!u xes are  m a d e  to fit a m e n ta l vvorld c o n stitu te d  b y  b e in g  filled  vvith m en ta l 

re p r e s e n ta tio n s  th a t  h a v e  b e en  re n d ered  povverless. In te n sitie s  fa d e  a w a y  in to  

e ch o es; m a c h in ic  c o n n e c tio n s  co m e  a p a rt;  u tte r a n c e s  n o lo n g e r  refer to 

a n y th in g  b u t th e m se lv e s  a n d  th e  fo r m a ü z a tio n  o f  the d o m in a n t d isco u rse . 

T h e  sig ıı ca n  110 lo n g e r  be lin k e d  d ir e c t ly  vvith vvhat it refers to , b u t m u st h av e  

re c o u rse  to th e  m e d ia tio n  o f  th e  s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e . T h e  sig n  vvill alvvays h a v e  

to re fer to th e  se m io lo g ie s  o f  th e  povver m a c h in e s , vvith th eir  p a r t ic u la r  

s y n ta g m a tic  a n d  p a r a d ig m a tic  c o o rd in a te s , i f  it is to p r o d u c e  a n y  effect a t ali 

u p o n  r e a lity . T o  c o n s titu te  th e  se m io lo g y  o f  th e  d o m in a n t o rd e r, the fu n c tio n  

o f  in d iv id u a t in g  s u b je c tiv a tio n  d e ta c h e s  a n d  a rtic u la te s  tvvo se m io tic  lev els, 

th e  sp o k e n  vvord a n d  the vvritten vvord. VVhile the p o ly v o c a lity  o f  the 

‘ p r im it iv e ’ la n g u a g e  is fla tte n e d  o u t b y  the d e s p o tic  fo rm a lism  o f  a  vvritin g 

m a c h in e  (a  povver m a c h in e  in s e p a r a b le  fro m  th e  te rr ito r ia l fix a tio n  o f  the 

n o m a d ic  m ilita r y  m a c h in e ) , ‘p r im it iv e ’ vvritin g m a c h in e s  as a  vvhole fa il 

u n d e r  the c o n tro l o f  a s in g le  o ff ic ia l vvritin g m a c h in e : the s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e  

o f  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n . T h e  le tte r  c a s tra te s  th e  v o ic e  b y  d iv id in g  s p e e c h  u p  

in to  p h o n e m e s, a n d  th e  v o ic e  m u tila te s  th e  d ia g r a m m a tic  p o te n tia l o f  an  

a rch e -v v ritin g  b y  r e a r r a n g in g  vvords a c c o r d in g  to m ea n in g . T h e  d e s ir in g  

ın te n s itie s  are  th u s g o v e rn e d  b y  a vvorld o f  m e n ta l re p r e s e n ta tio n s  o rg a n iz e d  

a r o u n d  a f ic tiv e  s u b je c t  -  a s u b je c t  vvhose povver is d e r iv e d  from  re n d e r in g  

th em  povverless.

W ith  th is  s e m io lo g y , th ere  is n o  lo n g e r  a n y  d ire c t  tra n s -e n c o d in g  betvveen 

o n e  s e m io tic  a n d  a n o th e r , n o r th erefo re  a n y  s u rp lu s -v a lu e  o f  e n c o d in g . T h e  

so -c a lle d  se m io lo g ie s  o f  a n a lo g v , fo r e x a m p le , b e c o m e  d e p e n d e n t u p o n  the 

s ig n ify in g  se m io lo g ie s  o f  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n . S im ila ı iy  vvith a li th e  pre- 

s ig n ify in g  se m io tic s  o f  p e r c e p tio n  -  a e s th e tic , lo v in g . e c o n o m ic  a n d  so  on. 

T h e r e  is n o  lim it to  the povver to vvhich the s ig n ify in g  s e m io lo g ie s  la y  d a im ;  it 

co v e rs  a li m o d es o f  e n c o d in g , e v e n  the a -s e m io tic  ( ‘n a tu r a l’ ) an d  a -s ig n ify in g  

(m a c h in ic  a n d  a r t if ic ia l) ;  th e  s p lit tin g  o f  u tte r a n c e  co m es m o re  a n d  m o re  to 

in fect a n d  o v e r -e n c o d e  a li se m io tic  e le m e n ts. T h e  to ta lity  o fe x p r e s s io n  is thus 

e m p tie d  b y a p u re  r e fle x iv e n e ss  th a t cre a tes  a k in d  o f im a g in a r y  O t h e r  VVorld 

o u t  o f  sy ste m s o f  fo r m a liz in g  novv povverless c o n te n ts  d ire c te d  b o th  to 

'n a t u r a l ’ m a te r ia l flu x e s  a n d  a rtific ia l m a c h in ic  flu x e s . T h e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  

s ig n ify in g  s u b je c tiv a tio n  re su lts  in th e  ‘ it ’ o f  a  p e rs o n o lo g ic a l tr ia n g u la tio n , 

it s e lf  the re su lt o f  r e p e a te d  re -e n a c tm e n ts  o f  th a t first s p littin g  o f  the I-eg o .

T h e  to o ls  b r o u g h t in to  o p e ra tio n  b y  th e  a rra n g e m e n ts  o f  in d iv id u a te d  

s u b je c tiv a tio n  vvill b e c o m e  b o o m e r a n g s . A t  o n e  le v e l, th a t o f  th e  in d iv id u a l 

a n d  th e  p e rs o n , th ey  su c c e e d e d  in n u llify in g  d es ire  in its r e la tio n s h ip  vvith 

m a te r ia l f lu x e s, vvith in te n s iv e  d e -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n s . B u t th ey  c a n n o t p rev en t 

th e  m o le c u la r , s u b -h u m a n , se m io tic  e sc a p e  o f  a -s ig n ify in g  fig u res  o f  exp res- 

sio n  fro m  s ta r t in g  u p  a  nevv d e s ir in g  m a c h in e  a t a  q u ite  d iffe re n t le v e l, and  

vvith a  q u ite  d iffe re n t povver. T h e  s u d d e n , a b s o lu te  d e -te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  that



b ro k e d e s ire  u p  in to  s u b je c t  a n d  o b je c t  h as  fa ile d , d e s p ite  its a b so lu te n e ss , to 

a b o lish  it s e lf in  th e  p a ro x y s m  o f jo y  o f  a  m a c h in ic  c o n sc io u sn e ss  th a t h as tru ly  

b ro k en  a li te rr ito r ia l m o o rin g s . (W e  d o , h ovvever, fin d  su c h  co n sc io u sn e ss  

vvithout ties in ce rta in  e x tr e m e  efTects o f  s c h iz o p h r e n ia , d r u g s , tra n ce s , ete .) 

T h e n c e fo r th  th ese  te rr ito r ia l re m n a n ts  re o r g a n iz e  th em se lv e s  in to  a- 

s ig n ify in g  p a rtic le s ; th ey  vvill p r o v id e  th e  ra w  m a te r ia l for a -s ig n ify in g  

s e m io tic  m a c h in e s  b e y o n d  th e  re a c h  o f  the im p o te n tiz in g  a tta c k s  o f  the 

re fie x iv e  c o n sc io u sn e ss . In  o n e  sen se , the C a r te s ia n s  vvere rig h t: th ecogıto  d oes 

m ark  a  r a d ic a l e s c a p e  fro m  th e  s y ste m  o f  c o o rd in a te s  o f  tim e, sp a c e  a n d  

s u b sta n c e  g o v e rn in g  r e p r e s e n ta tio n . B u t the cogito is stil! a fic tio n , for a li th a t, 

a m a c h in e -fic t io n . T h e  p ro ces s  o f  m a k in g  co n s c io u s  c a rrie s  d es ire  to su c h  a 

p iteh  o fe x c e s s ,  o f ir r e c o v e r a b le  fin a l d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , o fd e ta c h m e n t  from  

ali re fe re n c e -p o in ts , th a t  it n o  lo n g e r  h as a n y th in g  to h a n g  on  to , a n d  h as  to 

im p ro v ise  v vh ate v er e x p e d ie n ts  it  c a n  to a v o id  b e in g  d e s tro y e d  in  its o w n  

n o th in g n e ss . It is n o t e v e n  a  q u e s tio n  o f  a b in a ry  o p p o s it io n  betvveen b e in g  

and n o th in g n e s s , o f  a li o r  n o th in g ; c o n sc io u sn e ss  is at o n c e  b o th  ali and 

n o th in g . T h e  fo rce  o f  d e s ire , at th is b la z in g  p o in t  o f  n o th in g n e ss , vvears its e lf  

out u p o n  it s e lf  -  a k in d  o f  b la c k  h o le  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n .

F ro m  th en  on  th ere  a re  tvvo p o s s ib ilitie s : th at o fa s c e t ic is m , o f  c a s tr a tio n , or 

that o f  a  nevv e c o n o m y  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  vvith su p er-p o vverfu l sign - 

m ach in es  c a p a b le  o f  c o m in g  in to  d ire c t  c o n ta c t  vvith n o n -se m io tic  e n c o d in g s . 

Such  s ig n -m a c h in e s  in so m e  w a y  tak e  h o ld  o f  th e  a b s o lu te  d e-te rri-  

to ria liz a tio n  o f  the r e p r e s e n ta tio n a l co n sc io u sn e ss  a n d  set it to vvork fo r a rti-  

ficial m a c h in ic  fo rces  -  fo rces  m a n ip u la t in g  a flu x  o f  fig u res  vvhich b e c o m e , 

in a nevv q u a n tic  fo rm , th e  b e a re r s  o f  th at a b s o lu te  d e - te rr ito r ia liz ­

ation.

R a th e r  th a n  a d o p tin g  L a c a n ’ s o v e r d o n e  o p p o s it io n  betvveen reality a n d  the 

real, I p re fe r  to borrovv H je lm s le v ’s te rm in o lo g y , a n d  su g g e st th a t the 

a ltern a tiv e  is betvveen a dominant reality s tra tifie d  b y  the v a r io u s  se m io lo g ic a l 

su b stan ces  o f  th e  c o n te n t a n d  th e  fo rm , a n d  ‘ n o n -s e m io tic a lly  fo r m e d ’ intensive 

materials ( th o u g h  le t it b e  n o te d  th a t  b e in g  ‘ n o n -s e m io tic a lly  fo r m e d ’ d o e s  n o t 

im p ly  fo r H je lm s le v  th a t th e y  a re  th erefo re  ‘s c ie n t if ic a lly  fo r m e d ’ ) .3

O n e  c a n , th en , d is t in g u is h  s e v e r a l ty p e s  o f  d e -te rr ito r ia liz a tio n :

-  an  absolute d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n , e ith e r  in g lo b a l fo rm  vvith th e  in s ta n c e  o f  

co n scio u sn ess, o r in q u a n tic  fo rm  vvith n o n -s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e s ;

- a n  intensive d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , a t th e  le v e l o f  m a te r ia l flu x es;

-  a relative d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , a t th e  le v e l o f  s ig n ify in g  s e m io lo g ie s  a n d  

m ixed s ig n ify in g / a -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s , vvhose a im  is to  s e c u re  co n tro l o f  th e  

efTects o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  b y  m ea n s o f  s e m io tic  s tra ta  d e p e n d in g  o n  the 

sig n ify in g  m a c h in e .

3. C f. L ouis H jeim slev, Essais linguisUçues, Ğditions de M inuit, 1971, p. 58.



T o  th e  th ree  m o d a lit ie s  o f  e n c o d in g , w  e ca n  th u s see  th ree  c o r r e s p o n d in g  

rh y th m s  o f  d e -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n :

-  a  s low  d e -te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , th a t tak es p la c e  o n ly  b y  b r e a k in g  th ro u g h  or 

g e tt in g  b e y o n d  th e  s tra ta  b u ilt  u p  e a r lie r . B u t vvith e a c h  su c h  b re a k , tim e, the 

c o -e ffic ie n t o f  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n , sp e e d s  u p . (O n e  m u st in fa c t ta lk  in term s 

o fs p a c e / t im e  in te ra c tio n .)  A t  th is le v e l it h as  b e c o m e  im p o ss ib le  to o v e r c o m e  

the a c c u m u la t io n  o f  h e te ro g e n e o u s  fa ça d e s . th e  s tra tific a tio n  o f  e n c o d in g  

sy ste m s, o r at le a s t o f  vvhat, vvithin th o se  sy ste m s, resists  tra n s la tio n . T h e  

v a r io u s  co e ffic ie n ts  o f  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  c re a te  re la tiv e  fie ld s o f  de- 

te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  vvhich th e m se lv e s  p r o d u c e  a n  in te n s iv e  d e -te r r i­

to r ia liz a tio n . The. 's e m io lo g ic a l s o u p ’ sp e e d s u p , so to sa y , a n d  b lo c k s  o ff  the 

en tire  ‘ e c o lo g ic a l/ e th o lo g ic a l/ b io lo g ic a l s o u p ’, vvhile th is la t te r s im u lta n e o u s ly  

c o n c e a ls  ( th o u g h  it d o e s  n o t d e s tro y )  the ‘p h y s ic a l/ c h e m ic a l s o u p ’ . . . a n d  

so  o n . T h e  r e la t iv e  in te n s itie s  th u s re m a in  s u b je c t  to a s tra tifie d  m o d e  o f  

e n c o d in g  (s ig n a ls , f ig u res , in d ex e s  th a t d o  n o t ra ise  a sp e c ific  se m io tic  p la n e  -  

n e rv o u s  stress , fo r in s ta n c e , o r th e  h o rm o n a l m e s sa g e ). T h e r e  is n o  tra n s la t-  

in g  fro m  on e s tra tu m  to a n o th e r . T h e r e  a re  s u rp lu s -v a lu e s  o f  e n c o d in g , 

vvith o u t a n y  s ig n if ic a n c e , a n d  a li p o s s ib ilitie s  o f  d ia g r a m m a tiz a t io n  are  

re d u c e d  to  th e  m in im u m ;

-  a n  absolute d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , th at a c c o m p a n ie s  the a b s o lu te  loss o f  

povver, vvith a  s y ste m  o f  s ig n ify in g  sign s;

-  a  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  heightened poıver, vvith m a c h in ic  sy ste m s o f  

u tte r a n c e , a k in d  o fa c c e le r a to r  o fp a r t ic le -s ig n s , vvhich , in q u a n tic  fo rm s, tak e  

p o s se ss io n  o f  a b s o lu te  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  in o rd e r  to d e -s tra tify  b o th  the 

m a c h in e s  o f  the p la n e  o f  s ig n ify in g  e x p re s s io n  a n d  th o se  o f  the p la n e  o f  

c o n te n t-e n c o d in g .

O n e  c a n n o t  g e t ro u n d  th e  p a ra d o x  o f  a n  a b s o lu te  d e -te rr ito r ia liza tio n  

b e in g  tra n s fo rm e d  b y  d is c re te  q u a n ta  in to  se m io tic  u n its  vvith out a b a n d o n in g  

a li a tte m p ts  to e x p la in  h o w  the c a p a c ity  o f  m a c h in e s  o f  s c ie n tific , e c o n o m ic , 

a r t is t ic  a n d  o th e r  s ig n s  ca n  in te rv e n e  in the in tr in s ic  e n c o d in g s  o f  m a te r ia l 

agencements. T h a t  th ere  is th is a b s o lu te  d e -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  in th e  e c o n o m y  o f  

n o n -s ig n ify in g  s ig n s  is c le a r  fro m  tvvo c o n s e q u e n c e s  it p ro d u ce s:

-  the d ire c t  p a s s a g e  betvveen  s ig n  flu x e s  a n d  m a te r ia l flu x e s  in th e  p ro cess 

o f  d ia g r a m m a tiz a t io n  (fro m  a b s o lu te  a n d  q u a n tic  d e -te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  to the 

in te n s iv e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  o ff lu x e s ) ;

-  th e  fa c t th a t n o n -s e m io tic  a g e n c ie s , on  th e  o n e  h a n d , a n d  n o n -s ig n ify in g  

a g e n c ie s , o n  th e  o th e r , c a n n o t be b ro k e n  d o w n  in a  b in a r y  fa sh io tı. I t  is 

im p o s s ib le , o u ts id e  so m e  s tr u c tu r a lis t  illu s io n , to  re d u c e  th em  to  m in im a l 

d ig ita l iz e d  u n its. O n e  c a n , o fc o u r s e , alvvays tra n s la te  a n y  p h y s ic a l- c h e m ic a l, 

b io lo g ic a l, b e h a v io u r a l o r  e c o n o m ic  p ro ces s  in to  th e  term s o f  a  m a th e m a tic a l 

lo g ic  th a t  c a n  be re d u c e d  to sy ste m s o f  b inary' o p p o s ıt io n  a n d  to an  a x io m a tic  

s y n ta x . B u t th is  vvill n e v e r  p r o v id e  a n  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  re a l fu n c tio n in g , the



d ia g r a m m a tic  a g e n c ie s  th a t p r o d u c e  th o se  p ro ces se s , th e ir  c a p a c ity  for 

d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n , h o w  th ey  fit in to  th e  m a c h in ic  p h y lu m  an d  th e  a b s tr a c t  

m u ta tio n s  th ey  e ffect on th e  p la n e  o f  c o n s is te n c y . A  d ia g r a m m a tic  p a rtic le -  

sign c a rr ie s  a  q u a n tu m  o f  a b s o lu te  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  th a t p u ts  it b e y o n d  

the in te n s iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  p ro ces se s  o f  the m a te r ia l flu xes to vvhich it is 

lin ked. T h e  s y ste m  o f  d ia g r a m m a tic  s ig n s  p a ra lle ls  re a l d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n , 

p e rfo rm in g  its s ile n t a n d  m o tio n le s s  d a n c e  on  the p la n e  o f  c o n sis te n c y  avvay 

from  a n y  m a c h in ic  m a n ife s ta tio n  in tim e, in  sp a c e  o r in  s u b sta n c e s  o f  

e xp re ssio n . It is as th o u g h  th e  m a s s iv e  a ro u s a l o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss , in  sp ite  o f -  

or b e c a u s e  o f  -  its im p o te n c e , h a d  e x p lo d e d  its c a p a c ity  fo r d e- 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  a n d  c o lla p s e d  in to  a b la c k  h o le  vvhich  th en  e m itte d  flu x e s  o f  

a nevv k in d : a th o u s a n d  s h a r p  p o in ts  o f  p a rtic le -s ig n  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n . 

F rom  h u m a n  d es ire , novv m a d e  im p o te n t, th ere  h as  e m e rg e d  a  k in d  o f  

m a c h in ic  su p erp o vver. T h e  te r r ito r ia liz e d  a g e n c ie s  o f  u tte r a n c e  a n d  the 

in d iv id u a te d  su b je c ts  o f  u tte ra n c e  vvill o f  co u rse  c o n tin u e  to b u rn  th em se lv e s  

on this g lo b a l a b s o lu te  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  a n d  on th is stili th re a te n in g  

co llap se  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n  th a t th ey  try  to  a c h ie v e  b y  m ea n s, fo r e x a m p le , o f  

gods o f  so m e  k in d . T h e y  vvill try  to ta m e  th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in ism s , b u t at the 

m o le cu la r  le v e l th ey  c a n n o t p r e v e n t  th e  q u a n ta  o f  p o s s ib ility  th u s lib e ra te d  

from  m a n a g in g , so o n e r o r la te r , to  e n te r  in to  d ir e c t  c o n ta c t  vvith n a tu ra l, 

e co n o m ic, s o c ia l a n d  o th e r  e n c o d in g s .

F a c e d  vvith th e  d a n g e r  o f  th is  u p s u r g e  o f  th e  n o m a d  m o le c u la r  flu x e s , the 

sig n ify in g  m a c h in e  h as to r e d o u b le  b o th  its m ea n s o fd e fe n c e  a n d  its efforts o f  

im p o te n tiz a tio n . T o d a y ’s s ig n ify in g  s u b je c tiv ity  ca n  no lo n g e r  rest c o n te n t 

vvith d e a lin g  m e r e ly  vvith im a g in a r y  g h o sts , p h a n to m s , b e n e v o le n t  g o d s , 

p erfectly  a d a p te d  to  fit th e  a r e a  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n , as vvas th a t o f  the 

p r e-s ig n ify in g  d is p e n s a tio n  o f  p r im it iv e  so c ie tie s . T h e  c o lle c tiv e  sy ste m s o f  

re-en clo sin g , o f  re - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , a re  h e ld  b a c k . In  a  d o u b le  tvvisting 

m o ve m e n t, the in d iv id u a te d  s u b je c tiv ity  tu rn s b a c k  u p o n  it s e lf  in re a c tio n  to 

these m o le c u la r  s e m io tic  flu x es. M ic r o s c o p ic  v is io n  a n d  h e a r in g  c o n c e n tra te  

ali the s tr a ta  o fm e a n in g  u p o n  a n  id e a l p o in t o f  s ig n ify in g  s u b je c tiv a tio n . I t  is 

no lo n g e r  e n o u g h  fo r s u b je c tiv ity  to a n n ih ila te  th e  vvorld g lo b a lly ;  it m u st novv 

take h o ld  o f  e v e ry  s e m io tic  e le m e n t vvith the fo rcep s o f  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n  o f  

the p la n e s  o f  c o n te n t a n d  o f  fo rm . It vvill h a v e  to  tak e  e v e ry  u tte ra n c e , 

vvherever it co m es  fro m , a n d  s y n ta c t iz e , m o rp h o lo g iz e , h ie r a r c h iz e  a n d  

a x io m a tize  it (cf. N o a m  C h o m s k y ’s Syntactic Structures). A li  s ig n s  o f  in te n s iv e  

d e-te rr ito r ia liza tio n  vvill be re p re s se d  b y  the s y ste m  o f  re la tiv e  d e- 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  se m io tic  re d u n d a n c ie s . O n c e  a n  a -s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e  h as 

been ‘ l ib e r a t e d ’ -  as for e x a m p le  the b a n k in g  sy ste m  o f  th e  V e n ic e ,  G e n o a , 

Pisa tr ia n g le  in the R e n a is s a n c e  -  it is im m e d ia te ly  tak en  ö v e r  b y  a d o u b le  

a rtic u la tio n  m a c h in e  th a t  lim its  its e ffects  b y  s u b je c tin g  th em  in  p r a c tic e  to 

the p a r t ic u la r  c o n te n t s y s te m  o f  a n  o lig a r c h ic a l so c ie ty . T h e  d ia g r a m m a tic



th e  povveriess vvorld o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n  a n d  a  s u b je c tiv a tio n  th at ca n  o n ly , 

e v e r, la c k  re a lity . B y  ‘la c k in g ’ it, I d o  n o t m e a n ju s t  n ot h a v in g it ,  b u t la c k in g  

in an  a c tiv e  sen se , in the sen se  th a t it is c o n tin u a lly  filled  vvith a la c k . T h e  

e x p re s s io n / c o n te n t  m a c h in e  o f  th e  m o n e y / m e rc h a n d ise  r e la tio n s h ip  o f  the 

m ix e d  s e m io tic s  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  e c o n o m y , for e x a m p le , vvill in fe ct a li 

te rr ito r ia lit ie s  vvith its ovvn sp e c if ic  a x io m a tic s . T h e  in te n s iv e  m u ltip lic it ie s  o f  

e c o n o m ic  a n d  so c ia l p r o d u c t io n , h a v in g n o  o th e r  so u rce  o fe x p r e s s io n , vvill be 

o b lig e d  to a c c e p t  th ese  d o u b le  r e d u n d a n c y  sy ste m s o f  fo rm  a n d  c o n te n t, a n d  

th e  fu ll o rg a n le s s  b o d y  o f  the in te n s ities  vvill be b ro k e n  a p a r t  b y  the sy ste m  o f  

s u r v e ilia n c e  o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  a n d  s u b je c tiv a tio n . T h e  o rg a n le ss  b o d y  ca n  o n ly  

s u r v iv e  as b e st it m a y  b y  o s c il la t in g  betvveen e m p tin e ss  a n d  th e  fu ln e ss  o f  a 

m a lig n a n t  tu m o u r. T h e  in te n s ities  vvill b e  s u rre n d e re d  to the o r g a n iz a tio n , 

th e  h ie r a r c h y , th e  b i-p o la r ity , th e  e q u iv a le n c e  a n d  the in te rp re ta tio n  o f  the 

d o m in a n t  v a lu e s . T h e  o rg a n le s s  b o d y  o f ‘ m o v in g ’ vvill th us b e  e n tire lv  sh ifted  

tovvards th e  lo g ic o -s e x u a l o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  a p a r t ic u la r  so c ia l o rd e r. W h e r e a s  

th e  lo g ic  o f  th e  u n d e te r m in e d  v e r b  left a li th e  p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f  e x p re ss io n  o f  the 

p r e -p e r s o n a l flu x e s  o p e n  to  th e  vvidest v a r ie ty  o f  in s titu tio n a l a n d  p o lit ic a l 

fram evvo rks, th e  lo g ic  o f  the su b je c t  vvill p r o d u c e  a  r e v e r s ib ility , a n  e q u iv a -  

le n c e , a p ro n o m in a l in te rp r e ta tio n  c o m p a tib le  vvith th e  flu x es  o f  c a p ita lis m  in 

te rm s o f  a g r id  o f  m u tu a l ly  e x c lu s iv e  o p p o site s : in te r -s u b je c tiv e  or in tra- 

s u b je c tiv e , se x u a l or n o n -s e x u a l, m a s c u lin e  or fe m in in e , vvith in  th e  tria n g le  

(I-y o u -h e )  or o u ts id e  it. F ro m  th e matertal lo g ic  o f  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in es , a  log ic  

th a t  c o in c id e s  vvith th e  u n le a s h in g  o f  a  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  p ro c es s , vve h ave  

rn o v ed  ö v e r  to an  axiomatized lo g ic  vvhose c o o rd in a te s  o f  s ig n ific a tio n  retain  

o n ly  vvhat h e lp s  to p r e s e r v e  th e  d o m in a n t so c ia l o rd e r.

T h is  re p r e s s iv e  a x io m a tiz a t io n  e s ta b lis h e d  b y  s ig n ify in g  se m io lo g ie s  vvith 

th e  p ro n o rn in a l fu n c tio n  is o n ly  o n e  e x a m p le . T h e  sa m e  sort o f  p rocess 

d ic ta te s  th e  e n tire  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  la n g u a g e  -  s y n ta c tic , m o rp h e m a tic , 

s e m a n tic , c o n n o ta t iv e , r h e to r ic a l, p o e tic . A li  sy ste m s o f  s tra ta , a li sy ste m s of 

s tra tifie d  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n  ( in c lu d in g  th o se  o f  m ixe d  s e m io tic s) , co n trib u te  

to th is sa m e  vvork o f  c o n tr o llin g , o r vvhat vve m a y  c a li ‘ s e m io lo g iz in g ’ , the 

m u ltip lic it ie s . In  e v e r y  c a s e  th e  a im  is th e  sa m e: th e  d ia g r a m m a tic  flu x  of 

a -s u b je c t iv e  s ta te m e n ts  h as  to  b e  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  a s u b je c tiv e  I -e g o  flu x  in 

s u c h  a  vvay as to  p a r t ic u ia r iz e , fo r m a liz e  a n d  s u b s ta n tify  e v e ry  s itu a tio n , and 

to s tr a t ify  e a c h  o f i t s  ra m ific a tio n s  -  e c o n o m ic , s e x u a l, a e s th e tic  a n d  so  on. A 

g e n e r a l s u b je c tiv ity , vvhich  e s ta b lis h e s  a d o m in a n t  m e n ta l r e a lity  p erm an en t- 

lv  c u t  o f f  fro m  a li th e  re a l in te n s itie s , p e rm a n e n tly  g u ilty  in lavv, vvill a ffect ali 

fo rm s o f  s e m io tiz a tio n , a n d  vvill a lvvays h a v e  to be seen  as e x te r io r  and 

a ttr ib u ta b le  to  p e rs o n o lo g ic a l fu n c tio n s , b y  vvay o f  th e  sy ste m  o f  sem io lo g ica l 

d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n . Q u a lita t iv e ly ,  e v e ry o n e  sh o u ld  in th e o ry  b e  e q u a l before 

th e  flu x  o f  th is  s u b je c tiv ity . B u t  q u a n t ita t iv e ly , e a c h  vvill re c e iv e  a  share 

c o m m e n s u ra te  vvith th e  p la c e  h e o r sh e  o c c u p ie s  vvhere th e  v a r io u s  form ations



o f  povver in te rs e c t. In  lavv, vve a re  a ü  s u b j e c t s -  n o t n e c e s s a r ily  th e  su b je c ts  o f  

th e s ig n ifie r , b u t at lea st s u b je c t  to K n o v vie d g e , Povver, M o n e y . B u t th e s h a r e s  

in th is  k in d  o f  s u b je c tiv ity  a re  in  fa c t r a d ic a lly  d iffe re n t, d e p e n d in g  on  

v vh eth er o n e  is a  c h ild , a m e m b e r  o f  a  p r im itiv e  so c ie ty , a vvom an , p o o r , m ad  

a n d  so o n . T h e  ‘ i t ’ a ro se  o u t  o f  q u a n ta  o f  a b s o lu te  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  b y  vvay 

o f  a b s tr a c t  d a n c e s  o f  p a rtic le -s ig n s  fo llovvin g in te n s iv e  m a te r ia l p ro cesses. In  

th e  I -e g o  e c o n o m y , on  th e  o th e r  h a n d , povver svvitches tovvards re la tiv e  

d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n ; a b s o lu te  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  is m a d e  to vvork tovvards 

its o w n  im p o te n c e  b y  th e  o p e r a tio n  o f  sy ste m s o f  r e d u n d a n c ie s  o f  avvareness 

vvhose e ffo rts  a re  d ire c te d  to  sy s te m s  o f  m u tu a lly  e x c lu s iv e , b in a r y  o p p o si-  

tions. Y V h ereas th e  ‘ it ’ s h a p e d  a  m a c h in ic  fo rc e  o f  a c tio n  s e m io tic a lly  vvith out 

p a ss in g  a n y  ju d g e m e n t  u p o n  th e  v a lu e  o f  the n o n -it, th e  s lig h te s t  m a n ife sta -  

tion o f  an  I -e g o  is o v e r -d e te r m in e d  b y  a  vvhole set o f  s o c ia l s tra tific a tio n s , 

h ie ra r c h ic a l p o s itio n s a n d  povver re la tio n sh ip s .



Machinic Propositions1

T h e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  u tte r a n c e s  b y  te rr ito r ia liz e d  a g e n ts  h a d  in its e lf  a ce rta in  

d ia g r a m m a tic  e ffe c tiv e n e ss , a  c e rta in  se m io tic  g r a s p  o f  m a te r ia l a n d  so c ia l 

e n erg ie s . B u t  th is vvas as y e t  n o  m o re  th a n  a d ia g r a m m a tis m  c o n tro lle d  b y  the 

fu n c t io n in g  o f t h e  te rr ito r ia l g r o u p  as a vvhole, in te n d e d  to c o m p a r tm e n ta liz e  

it in the sa m e  w a y  as a n y  o th e r  m a c h in is m  c a p a b le  o f  se tt in g  to vvork on  its 

ovvn a c c o u n t. A s  u tte r a n c e  b e co m e s in d iv id u a te d , the d ia g r a m m a tis m  vvill 

b eco rn e d iffe re n tia te d , s p e c ia liz e d ; vvhereas from  the la n g u a g e  p o in t o fv ie vv  it 

b e c o m e s  irn p o v e rish e d  a n d  fa d e s, fro m  the p o in t  o f  vievv o f  sign  m a c h in e s  it 

ca n  o n ly  d e v e lo p  a n d  e x p a n d . T h e r e  are  th u s th ree  se m io tic  a reas:

( i j th a t o f  th e  sc ie n c e s , te c h n o lo g y  a n d  th e  e c o n o m y , vvhich is c o n s ta n tly  

b e in g  a c te d  u p o n  b y  d ia g r a m m a tic  m a c h in e s  th at fu n ctio n  fro m  m a th e m a tic -  

a l a n d  a lg o r h y th m ic  u tte ra n c e s;

(2 ) th a t o f  th e  la n g u a g e s  o f  a u th o r ity , th e  la n g u a g e s  o f  b u r e a u c r a c y  and  

r e lig io n , vvhose d ia g r a m m a tis m  is e n tire ly  d ire c te d  to c o n tro llin g  th e  re sid u a l 

s e m io d z a tio n s  o f  d es ire ;

13) th at o f  sp o k e n  la n g u a g e s , w h e r e  th e  v a r io u s  stra n d s  o f  d e -te rr ito r ia l-  

iz a tio n  a n d  te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  the o th e r  tvvo a re a s  co m e  to g e th er . T h u s  the 

vvork o f  p u r g in g  a n d  im p o v e r is h in g  te rr ito r ia liz e d  la n g u a g e s  im p o se d  b y the 

flu x e s  o f  c a p ita lis m  ten d  to  re su lt  in se tt in g  u p  tvvo q u ite  d is tin c t ty p e s  o f 

m e ta - la n g u a g e s  o f  ‘ju d g e m e n t ’ o r o v e r -e n c o d in g :

-  a lg o r h y th m ic  m e ta - la n g u a g e s  th a t  e x p re ss  sta te m e n ts  o f  s c ie n t if ıc ju d g e ­

m en t s u p p o rte d  b y  a r ig o r o u s ly  c o n tro lle d  a n d  c o n tro llin g  lo g ic , vvhose ro le  is 

to  im p o se  a n d  g u a r a n te e  a c e rta in  c o n te n t o f ‘ u n iv e r s a l’ tru th  in th e  u tte r­

a n c e s  th ey  p r o d u c e .

-  b u r e a u c r a t ic  m e ta - la n g u a g e s  th a t e x p re ss  sta te m e n ts  o f  a u th o r ity , vvhose 

role is e q u a lly  to im p o se  a n d  g u a r a n te e  a c e rta in  c o n te n t o f ‘ u n iv e r s a lity ’ in 

the s ig n ific a tio n s  a n d  fo r m a liz a tio n s  th ey  p r o d u c e .

T r u t h  a n d  a u th o r ity  c a n  th u s b e  c o n sid e re d  as fo rm a tio n s  th at re p la c e  the 

o rg a n le s s  b o d ies  o f  te r r ito r ia liz e d  se m io tics . T h e  d e s p o tic  s y n ta c t iz a tio n  o f 

th e  se m io tic s  in th e  s p h e re  o f  p r a x is , a n d  th e  s e m io tiza tio n  o f  the povver 

m a c h in e s  in the sp h e re  o f  the so c iu s  th u s  e o m b in e  th eir  e ffects so as to d efin e,

i . U n p u b lish cd .



c o n c e n tr a te  a n d  a c c e le r a te  th e  d ia g r a m m a tis m  o f  vvhat u se d  to be the 

te rr ito r ia l m a c h in e . T h e s e  fo r m a liz a t io n  m a c h in e s  th a t ca n  m o d ify  e x is t in g  

s tru c tu re s  a re  c o n c e n tr a te d  in th e  h a n d s  o f  a  povver fo r m a tio n  th a t d o m in a te s  

the ‘s c r ib e ’ c a s te . B u t  th a t  o p e r a t io n  c a n  b e  c a rr ie d  o u t  o n ly  i f  th e  p ro cess  it 

in v o lv e s  is d e e m e d  to  b e  a  u n iv e rs a l on e: h e n c e  th e  ro le  o f  d e -te rr ito r ia lize d  

m o n o th e is m , a n d  o f  the u n ity  o f  th e  tra n s c e n d e n t povver -  S cien ce, re a so n , 

le g it im a c y  o r  vvh atever. T r u t h  m u st b e  ‘ u n iv e r s a l ’ i f  p e o p le  are  to a c c e p t  a n d  

in te r io r iz e  th e  p a r t ic u la r  povver fo rm a tio n  th a t C o ntro ls th e  s ig n  m a c h in es  

re s p o n s ib le  fo r lin k in g  fo r m a liz a tio n s  o f  e x p re ss io n  vvith th e  d o m in a n t fo rm a - 

liz a tio n s  o f  c o n te n t. T h e  id e a  th at s ta te m e n ts  as s u c h  ca n  b e  th e  b e a re rs  o f  

fo r m a liz a tio n , o f  u n iv e rs a l in fo r m a tio n , is th e  sa m e  as th e  id e a  th a t a v a lu e  o f  

u n iv e rsa l e x c h a n g e  ca n  b e  d e r iv e d  fro m  th e  c ir c u la tio n  o f  m a rk e t co m m o d - 

ities. T h e  sp lit  betvveen ‘s u r fa c e ’ s ta te m e n ts  a n d  th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  o f  lo g ic a l 

tru th  d e v e lo p s  o u t  o f  a m e th o d  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n ta liz in g  th e  s ig n ifie r  p a r tic u la r -  

ly d e a r  to th e  h e a rts  o f  sc ie n tis ts ; th is  is in fa c t  p a r t  o f  the b asis  o f  th e ir  

o r g a n iz a t io n  as a c a ste , o f  vvhat d iffe re n tia te s  th em  from  o th e r  g ro u p s. N o  

lo n g e r  is it fro m  a  d e s p o t, o r  a  d e s p o tic  s o c ia l fo r m a tio n , th a t th e  u tte r a n c e  o f  

tru th  p ro c ee d s: u n d e r ly in g  a li th e  vvritin gs, a li th e  r e a litie s  o f  povver, th ere  is a 

p ro fo u n d  tru th  le v e llin g  u p  th e  lo g ic a l fa b r ic  o f  the s ig n ify in g  c h a in s . P o lit ic a l 

tru th  is n o t ju s t  s o m e th in g  p r o d u c e d  b y  s o c ie ty ; th e  v a lu e s  o f  d es ire , 

‘d is c o v e r ie s ’ o f  a c o m p le te ly  a r b itr a r y  k in d , a li th ese  a re  re in fo rc ed  b y  T r u t h  

e x is tin g  in itse lf. T h e  Ia n g u a g e  o f  S cien ce , lik e  th a t o f  c a p ita lis m , co n sid e rs  

its e lf  -  as p u re  d is c o u rs e  -  to be th e  e x c lu s iv e  re p o s ito ry  o f  th e  fo rces  o f  

d ia g r a m m a tis m  it b rin g s  in to  a c tio n . Y e t  r e a lly , b y  d e fin itio n , d ia g r a m m a t­

ism cannot b e  c o n c e n tr a te d  in to  a s in g le  se m io tic  s tra tu m : it is alvvays 

tra n s -se m io tic . I f  a d ia g r a m m a tic  r e la tio n s h ip  is e s ta b lis h e d  betvveen a 

system  o f  u tte r a n c e  a n d  a  m a te r ia l o r  so c ia l m a c h in ic  s y ste m , it is n o t b e c a u s e  

o f  a n y  fo r m a l s im ila r it ie s  o r  c o rre s p o n d e n c e s . W h a t  h a p p e n s  is th a t  the 

d ia g r a m m a tis m  in v o lv e s  th e  same in n e r  m a c h in is m  vvithin b o th  sy ste m s -  an  

a b s tra c t m a c h in is m  o f  p o s itiv e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n .

D e n y in g  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  p r o p o sitio n s  th a t tra n s c e n d  lin g u is tic  u tte r a n c e s  

and m a c h in ic  fo rces  is o n ly  o n e  a s p e c t  o f  a  m o re g e n e ra l d e n ia l th a t th ere  is 

a n y  u n iv e rs a l fo r m a l lavv. D ia g r a m m a tis m  b rin g s  in to  p la y  m o re  o r  less 

d e -te rr ito r ia lize d  tra n s -s e m io tic  fo rces , sy ste m s o f  s ig n s , o f  c o d e s , o f  c a ta ly s ts  

and so o n , th a t  m a k e  it  p o s s ib le  in v a r io u s  sp e c if ic  vvays to cu t acro ss  

s tra tific a tio n s  o f  e v e r y  k in d . T h u s  th ere  c a n  be n o  q u e s tio n  o f  a n y  se lf-e x is te n t 

T r u th . A  p ro p o s it io n  is tru e  in  a  p a r t ic u la r  m a c h in ic  field ; vvhen a n y  m a te r ia l 

or se m io tic  m a c h in e  c h a n g e s  th in g s , it vvill ce ase  to  b e  tru e . T r u t h  is vvhat is 

h a p p e n in g  novv. It s to p s  vvhen th e  m a c h in ic  c o n n e c tio n s  a re  b ro k en . C o n s e -  

q u en tly , th ere  a re  as m a n y  lo g ic s , o r as m a n y  d im e n sio n s  o f  lo g ic a l tru th , as 

there a re  ty p e s  o f  e n g a g e m e n t. In  o th e r  vvords, to  s e a rc h  fo r so m e  u n iv e rs a l 

p ro p o sitio n a l lo g ic  u n d e r ly in g  a li o f  sc ie n tific  d is c o u rs e  is to  follovv a m ira g e .



P ro p o s it io n s  o f  j ı ıd g e m e n t  re la te  to  a li th e  d iffe re n t tvp es o f  u tte r a n c e  

m a c h in e  I p re fer , th erefo re , to  ta lk  o f  m a c h in ic  p ro p o sitio n s . L in g u is tic  

sta te m e n ts  a re  n o t to b e  c o m p a r e d  w ith  th e  v a lu e s  o f  u n iv e rsa l tru th s , b u t 

vvith s p e c if ic  c o m b in a t io n s  o f  m a c h in ic  p ro p o s itio n s  (th a t is, o f  a b s tr a c t  

m a c h in e s ). In  re c o g n iz in g  th e  tru th  v a lu e s  o f  th e  re feren t, M e in o n g "  c a m e  to 

try  to  e s c a p e  fro m  a s im p lis tic  a lte r n a t iv e  betvveen  e x is te n c e  an d  non- 

e x is ten c e : id e a l o b je c ts , h e sa id , s u b sis t  (bestehen) vvithout n e c e s s a r ily  e x is tin g  

(cxistieren). H e  a lso  su g g e s ts  a th ird  vvay o f  b e in g , th e  ausserseiend o f  th e  p u re  

o b je c t  ‘ b e y o n d  b e in g  a n d  n o n -b e in g ’ , a n d  a  fo u rth , an  rcth k in d  o f  b e in g  th at 

ca n  b e  a ttr ib u te d  to  an  o b je c t  b y  s u c c e ss iv e  n e g a t io n s .3 B u t his b a tt le  vvith the 

‘p rej u d ic e  in fa v o u r  o f  th e  r e a l ’ d o es n o t le a d  h im  on  to a tta c k  th e  illu s io n  th at 

th e re  ex is ts  so m e  u n iv e rs a l b e in g  tra n s c e n d in g  ali c o n tin g e n t m a n ife sta tio n s .

I , on  the o th e r  h a n d , p r e fe r  to  s ta rt from  th e id e a  th a t th ere  are  as m a n y  

m o d e s o f  e x is te n c e  as th ere  a re  m o d es o f a c t iv i t y  a n d  m a c h in ic  p ro p o sitio n s . 

T o  ask  vvh eth er th e  o b je c t  o f  in te n tio n a litv  h as  a rea l re fe re n ce  is a b sü rd . 

W h a t  is ‘ u n d e r ly in g ’ lin g u is t ic  u tte r a n c e , p e rc e p tiv e  s e m io tiza tio n , e te ., is an 

a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e  to vvhich the c o o rd in a te s  o f  e x is te n c e  (sp a c e , tim e, sub- 

s ta n c e  o f  e x p re ss io n ) d o  n o t a p p ly . T h is  o b je c t, a t the h e a rt o f  the o b je c t , is 

n o t s itu a te d  in so m e  k in d  o f  h e a v e n  o f  re p res en ta tio n s: it is b o th  ‘ in th e  m in d ’ 

a n d  in th in g s, b u t o u ts id e  a li co o rd in a te s . A s  a d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  m a c h in e  it 

cu ts  a ero ss  th e  c o o r d in a te s  b o th  o f  la n g u a g e  a n d  o f  e x isten ce . It is n e ith e r  a 

m e n ta l o b je c t  n o r a m a te r ia l one.

T h is  b e in g  so, th ere  is no o c c a s io n  to c o n sid e r  ‘d e g re e s ’ o f  e x is te n c e  or 

‘d e g r e e s ’ o f  tru th . Everything exists, and everything is true\ the u n ico rn  ex ists  in one 

p a r t ic u la r  s tr a tu m  o f  m a c h in ic  p r o p o s itio n s  a n d  o n e  p a r t ic u la r  sy ste m  o f 

d is c o u rs e  q u ite  as m u c h  as the h o rse  o r  th e  d in o s a u r  e x is t  in o th ers . T h e  

o rg a n ie s s  b o d y  o f  e x is te n c e , th e  e x is te n c e  o f  the p u re  o b je c t b e y o n d  b e in g  and  

n o n -b e in g , is n o t a n  u n d iffe re n tia te d  u n iv e rs a l c a te g o ry . It is th e  p o in t  o f  ali 

a b s tr a c t , m a c h in ic  d iffe re n tia tio n s  vvith out c o o rd in a te s  (the p la n e  o f  co n ­

s is te n c y )  . T h e  in te n s iv e  m u ltip lic it ie s , ‘ b e fo re ’ b e in g  c a u g h t  in the m o v e m e n t 

of c o o rd in a te s  o fe x is te n c e  fro m  o n e  s tra tu m  to a n o th e r , c o n s titu te  a n  a b s tr a c t  

m a tte r  o f  p u re  d iffe re n tia tio n .

T h e  fu n e tio n in g  o f  m a c h in e s , th erefo re , c a n n o t be re d u c e d  e ith e r  to 

lo g ic a l/ m a th e m a tic a l a r t ic u la t io n s , or to  s tra tifie d  m a n ife sta tio n s  th a t vve 

s h o u ld  h a v e  to e x p lo r e  vvith th e  a id  o f  so m e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l ‘ s c ie n c e ’ . 

In s te a d  o f  lo g ic  a n d  p h e n o m e n o lo g y , vvhat is n eed ed  h e re  is a s c ie n c e  o f 

machinics -  in  o th e r  vvords a  sy ste m  o f  a r r a n g in g  m a c h in ic  p r o p o s itio n s  that 

c a n n o t be re d u c e d  to lo g ic a l/ m a th e m a tic a l s ta te m e n ts  o r th e  re a lm s o f 

p h e n o m e n o lo g y .
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M a c h in ic  p r o p o s it io n s  h a v e  n o  h ie ra r c h y : th ey  d o  n o t s ta rt  from  th e s im p le  

a n d  w o rk  u p  to  th e  c o m p le x . T h e r e  is c o m p le x ity  in th e ir  m o st e le m e n ta r y  

sta g e s , a n d  th e ir  to ta litie s  m a y  vvell fu n c tio n  in  an  e le m e n ta r y  vvay. ‘ M a c h i-  

n ic s ’ is n o t b a se d  on  u n iv e rs a l p r in c ip le s , n o r  d o es it  p o s tu la te  a n y  tra n s ce n - 

d en t la w . T h e  o b je c t  is n o t to e s ta b lis h  a m a c h in ic  lo g ic , b u t  o n ly  to g r a s p  the 

w a y  p h y lu m s  a n d  rh iz o m e s  fu n c tio n . S in c e  th e  s tr a ta  w h e r e  th ey  a p p e a r  are  

in s e p a r a b le , m a c h in ic  p r o p o sitio n s  k eep  c u tt in g  a cro ss  th em , e s ta b lis h in g  

h ig h ly  d iffe re n tia te d  lin es o f  e s c a p e  (lin es o f  p o s itiv e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n ). 

T h e s e , in  re tu rn , vvill b e c o m e  a  fo u n d a tio n  fo r c o o rd in ^ tin g  th em  in  s p a c e , 

tim e a n d  s u b s ta n c e  (c o o rd in a te s  o f  n e g a tiv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n ). M a c h in ic  

p r o p o s itio n s  c a n n o t b e  ‘s im p lif ie d ’ o r  ‘ r e d u c e d ’ lik e  m a th e m a tic a l fo rm u la e  

or lo g ic a l s ta te m e n ts . B u t  vvhen th ey  are  n o t re -a b s o r b e d  in to  a  b la c k  h o le  o f  

p o s itiv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , o r  fo rm e d  in to  a n etvvork o f  lin es o f  e sc a p e  

u n re la te d  to a n y  s tra ta , th ey  a c c u m u la te  to fo rm  re s id u a l b lo cs th a t  p r o v id e  

the ravv m a te r ia l fo r c o n s tr u c t in g  s tra ta . W e th u s p a ss  fro m  a s y ste m  o f  la te n t  

q u a n ta , in h e r e n t in th e  lin es o f  e sc a p e , to  a  s tra tifie d  c o n stru c tio n  in  vvhich 

the lin e s  a re  a r r a n g e d  to  fit to g e th e r  in  a  sy ste m  o f  m u ltip le  a r t ic u la tio n . In  

the first, v ir tu a lity ,  c o n tin u a lly  f lu c tu a t in g  vvith th e  th re a t o f  a  b la c k -h o le -  

sty le  a b o lit io n , e n su re s  th e  p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f  o p e n n e ss  a n d  re a rra n g e m e n t 

re p resen te d  b y  the lin e  o f  e s c a p e ; in  th e  se co n d , th e  q u a n ta  a re  re a rra n g e d  in 

blocks ( in f in ite - lim ite d - d is c o n tin u o u s )  in  sy ste m s o f  a r t ic u la t io n  from  s tr a ­

tum  to  s tra tu m . D is c o n tin u ity  a m o n g  th e  s tr a ta  re p la c e s  th e  in te n s iv e  

q u a n tic  re g im e  ( f in ite -c o n t ig u o u s - c o n t in u o u s - u n lim ite d ) .4 W e  h a v e , th en , 

to c o n s id e r  a tvvofold s tra tific a tio n : a  m o la r , v is ib le  s tra tific a tio n , r e la tin g  to  

m atter, life , s ig n  m a c h in e s , e te ., a n d  a  tra n s v e rs a l, m o le c u la r  s tra tific a tio n  

that c a p tu r e s  the e n e r g y  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n , a n d  fo rces  it to  sp in  ro u n d  o n  

its o w n  a x is  ra th e r  th an  le t t in g  it  e sc a p e , in  e ffect lik e  a  b la c k  h o le . S o , a li the 

p rocesses o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  -  a b s o lu te , r e la tiv e  a n d  so  o n  -  vvill h a v e  in 

one vvay o r  a n o th e r  to  a d ju s t  to  th e  S tate o f  s tr a tific a tio n  o f  m a c h in ic  

p ro p o sitio n s, s in c e  th ere  is n o  vvay o f  m a k in g  th e  flu x e s  not h a v e  b een  s tra tifie d  

as th ey  h a v e  been ; th u s, u n lik e  th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in is m , th is  is a fa.it accompli, a  

su b jectio n  to  e v e n ts  fo r th e  m a c h in ic  p h y iu m  vvhich vve s h a ll la te r  c o m p a r e  

vvith th e  fu n c tio n  o f  c o n c r e te  m a c h in e s . In  th e  la s t  a n a ly s is , a t  th e  le v e l o f  

m a ch in ic  a g e n c ie s  in  a c tio n , th e  d is t in e tio n  betvveen a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e  a n d  

stra tifica tio n  d is a p p e a r s :  it is as th o u g h  th e  p o s itiv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  

the a b s tr a c t  m a c h in is m  a n d  th e  n e g a tiv e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  th e  s tra tu m - 

to -stratu m  a r t ic u la t io n s  n e u tr a liz e  o n e  a n o th e r  vvith o u t th ere  b e in g  a n y  

q u estion  o f  a  ‘d ia le c t ic a l s y n th e s is ’ .

4. C fG .  D eleu ze and F. G u atta ri, K a fka : pourune lüterature mineme, fiditions de M in u it, 1975.



P o sitiv e  d e -te rritorializa tio n ; n e g a tiv e  d e-territorializatio n

C o n s id e r e d  ‘ in d e p e n d e n tly ’ o f  the s tr a ta , th en , a n d  o n ly  a t the le v e l o f  lin es o f  

e s c a p e  a n d  s tra tu m -to -s tr a tu m  e n g a g e m e n ts , d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  h as a p o s i­

t iv e  a n d  a n e g a t iv e  n a tu re .

P o s it iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  co rr e s p o n d s  to a  sh eer b la c k -h o le  e ffect, to an 

a b s e n c e  o r a b o lit io n  o f  c o o r d in a te s  (o n e can  d is t iııg u is h  betvveen  a liııe  o f  

e s c a p e  fo r th e  a b s e n c e  o f  c o o rd in a te s  a n d  a ü n e o f  a b o lit io n  fo r th eir 

d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , b u t  th is  v e r y  d is t in c tio n  shovvs th at o n e  c a n n o t co n sid e r 

p o s itiv e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  a p a r t  fro m  stra ta : in  e ffect, th e  ü n e  o f  a b o litio n  

im p lie s  s tr a ta , a n d  th e  lin e  o f  e s c a p e  is a lvvays a  lin e  e v a d in g  s tra ta ) . U n lik e  

th is  in tr in s ic  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n , n e g a t iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  is d ifferen - 

tia l, e s ta b lis h in g  sy s te m s  o f  d e te r m in a n ts  a n d  s u b sta n c e s  o f  e x p re ss io n . O u t  

o f  th e  m u ta tio n s  o f  its q u a n tic  sy s te m , p o s itiv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  co n stru c ts  

one a b s tr a c t  m a c h in ic  r e a lity , a  s in g le  r e a lity  a c c o u n ta b le  to n o b o d y ; vvhereas 

n e g a t iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  c o n stitu te s  the c o n c re te , s tra tifie d  r e a lity  b ased  

u p o n  its sy ste m s o f  c o n n e c tio n , in te r a c tio n , e n c o d in g , re p r o d u c tio n , ete.

B u t th e  c o n tr a s t  is stili to o  c le a r-c u t. In  p o in t  o f  fa c t, p o s itiv e  de- 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  e n ters  in  v a r y in g  d e g re e s  in to  th e  c o n stitu tio n  o f  th e  p r o p ­

o s itio n s  o f  c o o rd in a te s  a n d  s u b s ta n c e s . T h e r e  is a p o s itiv e  d e -te rr ito ­

r ia liz a t io n  o f  s p a c e  a t th e  le v e l o f  a s tro -p h y s ic s  a n d  p a rtic le s , vvhile, a t  ou r 

le v e l, tim e re p r e s e n ts  a  p o s itiv e  p ro cess  o f  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n . It is ju s t  that 

vve n e v e r  h a v e  a n y  c o n ta c t  vvith th at tim e a n d  s p a c e  in the in itia l sta g e s  e xc ep t 

v ia  the m a c h in e s  o f  e x p re s s io n  th a t d e a l vvith in te n s iv e  m a te r ia l, s u b sta n tify -  

in g  it in th e  b u sin es s  o f  s u b je c tiv iz in g  an d  s tr a t ify in g  se m io tiza tio n  (co n crete  

m a c h in e s  o f  s y m b o lic  s e m io tic s , s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e s , the m a c h in is m  of 

a u th o r ity  a n d  so o n ).

A  b r ie f  resu m e o f  som e m a c h in ic  p ro p o sitio n s

A . F lu x e s

B . S tr a ta

C .  O b je c t-s p e c ie s  to ta lity4“

A. FLUX PROPOSİTİONS

Proposition 1 -  Positive de-territorialization

T h is  is fo u n d  in its p u re  s ta te  in  th e  b la c k  h o le . B u t it is a b a s ic  c o m p o n e n t of 

p r o p o s it io n s  o f  in te n s iv e  flu x  (lin e  o f  e s c a p e  a n d  lin e  o f  a b o lit io n ) . In  rea lity , 

p o s itiv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  is n o t ‘y e t ’ a  p r o p o sitio n  -  b u t th a t  d o e s  not 

m e a n  th a t it is a n  a n ti-p ro p o s it io n : it ex ists  as m u ch  b e fo re  as a fte r  any 

p r o p o s it io n a lity .



T h e se  d e m o n s tr a te  the im p o s s ib ili ty  o f  b la c k  h o les as a  p r o p o sitio n  o f  

existen ce . P o s it iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  c a n n o t e x ist a p a r t  fro m  the m a c h in ic  

p ro p o sitio n s th a t  n e g a te  it. T h e  first p ro -p o s it io n a l a g e n c y  th at co n n e cts  

these tw o  ty p e s  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  is th e  extensive Jlux. A t  th e  le v e l o f  

system s o f  s tr a tific a tio n , m a c h in e s  o f  p o s itio n a lity  vvill la te r  be sp e c ifie d  as 

p ro p o sitio n s o f  in te ra c tio n , o f  c r y s ta lliz a tio n , o f  c a ta ly s is , o f  m o u ld in g , o f  

re p ro d u ctio n , o f  d ia g r a m m a tic  eflfect a n d  so on.

Proposition zero -  or 1 -  Intensivefiuxes

T h is p r o p o s it io n , an  a n t i-d ia le c t ic  p a ra d o x , sh o u ld  b e  p res en te d  b efo re  th o se  

re la tin g  to  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n s , e ven  th o u g h  it ca n  e x is t  o n ly  in a sso c ia tio n  

vvith m a c h in e s  o f  e x te n s iv e  p r o p o s it io n a lity . T h e  in te n s iv e  flu x e s  c o n stitu te  

the c h a n n e l o f  n e g o tia tio n  o f  p o s itiv e  te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  for th e  o th e r  p ro p o s i­

tions.

Proposition3  -  Abstract machines

T h ese  re p r e s e n t th e  p e c u lia r  m o d e  o f  q u a n t ic  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  p o s itiv e  

d e -te rrito r ia liza tio n  o f  th e  in te n s iv e  flu x es. T h e  n e g a tiv e  d e -te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  

of the p o s itio n a lity  p r o p o s it io n s  (p ro p o sitio n  2) is th u s  ‘ re -p o s it iv iz e d ’ . 

P ositive d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  is q u a n tifie d  a n d  p u t in to  o p e ra tio n  in the flu xes 

and s tr a ta  a c c o r d in g  to m a c h in ic  fo r m u la e  th at cu t a c ro ss  a n d  o v e r ta k e  th e  

system  o f  c o o rd in a te s  a n d  s u b s ta n c e s . (T h e r e  is, o b v io u s lv , n o n e c e ssa rv  lin k  

betvveen o n e  p r o p o s it io n  a n d  th e  n e x t, b u t o n ly  a m a c h in ic  a c tio n . T h u s  vvhat 

vvas, a t th e  le v e l o f  p r o p o s it io n  2, fo r e x a m p le , d e te r m in a tio n  b y  n e g a tiv e  

p o s itio n a lity , d e te r m in a tio n  b y  e n c o d in g , b y  th e  c re a tio n  o f  la c k , b y  o b je c-  

tivation , b y  re p r e s e n ta tio n , e te . -  a li o f  vvhich a p p e a l to m u ch  ‘ la te r ’ 

p ro p o sitio n s o f  s tra tific a tio n  -  g iv e s  vvay to  th e  re tu rn  o f  sh e e r  p o s itiv e  

d e-te rrito r ia liza tio n . T h e r e  is th u s  n o  Aufkebung; p ro p o s it io n  1, in  co n n e c tio n  

vvith th e  p r o p o s it io n s  o f  s tra t if ic a t io n , fu n e tio n s as a n  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e  o f  

breakin g o f f  a n d  in n o v a tio n  vvith ou t p re s e r v in g  a n y  o f  th e  ‘g a in s ’ o f  d e- 

territo r ia liza tio n . F ro m  th e s ta n d p o in t  o f  p o s itiv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n , th ere  

is n ever a n y  e s ta b lis h e d  g a in , b u t  o n ly  th e  re s id u u m  o f  m a c h in e s  a n d  s tra ta .)

A b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  c a n  e q u a lly  b e  d efin e d , m u c h  la te r  o n  (see p ro p o sitio n  

17), as r e s u lt in g  fro m  th e  c o n ju n c tio n  o f  s e v e r a l p ro c es se s  o f  p o s itiv e  de- 

territo r ia liza tio n , vvhich im p lie s  th e  p o s s ib ility  a n d  a u to n o m y  o f  c e rta in  

processes.



Proposition 4 -  The nature and speed o f  de-territorialization

D e -te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  ıs p o s itiv e  a n d  a b s o lu te  in  th e  ca se  o f  b la c k  h o les, 

q u a n t ic  in th e  c a se  o f  lin e s  o f  e sc a p e , n e g a tiv e , c o n tin u o u s  a n d  d iffe re n tia l in 

the c a se  o f  r e la tio n s h ip s  a m o n g  s tr a ta , a n d  n o n -e x is te n t in th e  c a s e  o f  the 

o rg a n le s s  b o d y  o f  th e  s tr a tific a tio n s . T h e  sp e e d  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  a lso  

b rin g s  in to  p la y  p r o p o s it io n a l c o m p o n e n ts  th at vvould o n ly  e n ter  th e  scen e 

‘ la t e r ’ in a d ia le c t ic a l p h e n o m e n o lo g y  -  in o th e r  vvords s tr a tıfy in g  d e te rm in a - 

tio n s. F o r  th e  re la t io n s h ip

n e g a t iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  

p o s itiv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n

vvill be to ta lly  d iffe re n t b o th  in n a tu r e  a n d  in rh y th m  a c c o r d in g  to the s tra ta  

vvithin vvhich it o p e ra te s  (s tr a ta  o f  e n e r g y , b io lo g ic a l s tra ta , se m io tic  s tra ta  

a n d  so  o n ).

T h e r e  vvill b e  a p o s itiv e  sp e e d  vvhen an  a c tio n  b e c o m e s  r e la t iv e lv  de- 

te rr ito r ia liz e d , a n d  a n e g a t iv e  on e vvhen it is r e la t iv e ly  re -te r r ito r ia liz e d . In 

th e  la tte r  ca se , it is as th o u g h  p o s itiv e  e n e r g y  vvere s p in n in g  ro u n d  o n  its ovvn 

a x is , a n d  the o r g a n le s s  b o d y  o f  the s tra tu m  vvould then be fu n c tio n in g  as a 

k in d  o f  a n t i-b la c k  h o le , vvhile th e  p la n e  o f  c o n sis te n c y  co u ld  be d efin e d  as the 

a r e a  vvhere p o s itiv e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n s  m ig h t h a p p e n .

B. STRATA PROPOSITIONS

Proposition 5  -  The meetirıg points o f  intensity

T h e s e  c o n s titu te  th e  p o in ts  o f  re tu rn , o f  o s c illa t io n  betvveen  th e  p ro p o sitio n s 

o f  p o s itiv e  a n d  o f  n e g a t iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n . T h e s e  ‘k n o ts ’ u n d e r lie  the 

s tra ta , or m o re  p r e c is e ly  th e  n e g a t iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  povver o f  th e  s tra ta , in 

as m u ch  as th e y a o rc e  th e  p o s itiv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n s  to b e co m e  sta tem en ts  

o f  a b s tr a c t  v ir t v a li t v  .5

Proposition 6  -  Redundancies

T h is  b rin g s  us to th e  s e c o n d -d e g re e  k n o ts  o f in te n s ity  th at co m p o se  th e  a ctu a l 

fabric. o f  th e  s tra ta . W e  ca n  d is t in g u is h  th re e  le v e ls  o fs tr a t if ic a t io n :

(a) T h e  m o le c u la r  le v e l o f  th e  m e e tin g -p o in ts  o f in te n s ity ;

(b) T h e  le v e l o f  m o la r  r e d u n d a n c y : the o r g a n iz a t io n  betvveen  th e  m eetin g- 

p o in ts , vvhich  p r o d u c e s  a n  in te r -s tr a tu m  e n tity  tu rn ed  in  u p o n  itse lf, an 

a n t i- b la c k  h o le  (fo r e x a m p le , c o n c re te  m a c h in e s , d is t in c tiv e  fe a tu re  o f  ‘ face- 

n essM

5, V irtu afirv  here becom es ‘seco n d a ry ’ in relation 10 the .strata propositions.



(c) T h e  le v e l o f  lin es o f  re s id u a l d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n , vvhich vvill se rv e  as 

c o o rd in a te s  o r as a p o s s ib le  c o n n e c tio n  -  e ith e r  b y  vvay o f  a lin e  o f  e sc a p e , or 

b y  vvay o f  a  lin e  o f  a b o lit io n .

Proposition 7 -  Interactions

T h e s e  re p r e s e n t  th e  re v e r se  o f  re d u n d a n c ie s . F ro m  th em , th e s tr a t if ic a t io n s  o f  

the flu x e s  ca n  b e  p o la r iz e d  in  te rm s o f  zo n es , o f  a fie ld , an  o b je c t, a 

c o n s te lla t io n  a n d  so on .

In  s tra tifie d , n e g a t iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , th e  o p p o sitio n  betvveen r e d u n ­

d a n c y  a n d  in te ra c tio n  re p res en ts  a  r e in fo r c e m e n t o f  th e  o p p o s it io n  in  le v e l A  

(flu x  p r o p o sitio n s)  betvveen  p o s itiv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  a n d  n e g a tiv e  d e- 

te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  ‘ in the p u re  s ta te ’ . T h e  p r o p o sitio n s  o f  in te ra c tio n  a n d  

re d u n d a n c y  vvill re la te  to  o n e  a n o th e r  d iffe re n tly  a c c o r d in g  to th e ir  re s p e c tiv e  

p a ce  o f  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n .

T h e  in te r a c tio n  o f  n e g a t iv e  sp e e d s  o f  in te ra c tio n  a n d  n e g a tiv e  sp e e d s o f  

r e d u n d a n c y  co rr e s p o n d s  to a ‘ c o ld ’ s tra tific a tio n  (for e x a m p le , p a la e o lith ic  

so c ie ty ) .

T h e  in te r a c tio n  o f  n e g a t iv e  sp e e d s o f  in te ra c tio n  a n d  p o s itiv e  sp e e d s o f  

r e d u n d a n c y  p r o d u c e s  lin es o f  a b o lit io n  o r  lin es o f  re tu rn  (for e x a m p le , a 

fascist rh izo m e : vvhereas e c o n o m ic  a n d  m a te r ia l fa c to rs  b e c o m e  ‘r e ifie d ’ , the 

o rg an le ss  b o d y  o f  th e  so c iu s  is p o s itiv e ly  d e - te rr ito r ia liz e d , so th a t th e  vvhole 

th in g  b e c o m e s  hollovv in s id e ).

T h e  in te r a c tio n  o f  p o s itiv e  sp e e d s  o f  in te ra c tio n  a n d  n e g a tiv e  sp e e d s  o f  

re d u n d a n c y  p ro d u c e s  lin es o f  e s c a p e  (for e x a m p le , c a p ita lis t ic  so c ie tie s  th at 

b eco m e r e -te r r ito r ia liz e d  a n d  a r c h a ic  in  p ro p o rtio n  as th ey  a re  de- 

te rrito r ia liz e d ).

T h e  in te ra c tio n  o f  p o s itiv e  s p e e d s  o f  in te r a c tio n  a n d  p o s itiv e  sp e e d s  o f  

re d u n d a n c y  p ro d u c e s  m a c h in ic  a c tio n s  vvhich g e t  b e y o n d  the o p p o s itio n  

betvveen r e d u n d a n c y  a n d  in te r a c tio n  (a  re v o lu t io n a r y  s o c ie ty  th at vvill fu n c ­

tion on th e  b a s is  o f  flu x  a n d  s c h iz ) .

A s  vve s h a ll see  fu rth e r  on  (p ro p o sitio n  17 ), th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  vvill a lso  

be d efin e d  a s  a  ra p id  s y ste m  o f  c o n n e c tin g  u p  flu x e s , fo r th e  re la tio n  betvveen 

a b stra c t m a c h in e  a n d  m a c h in ic  a g e n c y  o p e ra te s  a ro u n d  th e  ‘e ffe c tiv e ’ ta k in g  

över o f  th e  s tra ta .

c.  p r o p o s i t i o n s  o f  t o t a l i t y ,  o f  o b j e c t  a n d  o f  s p e c i e s  

Proposition 8 -  Polarizations

T h ese  re s u lt  fro m  th e  c o u n te r -e ffe c t  o f  m a c h in ic  in te r a c tio n  p ro p o sitio n s  on  

system s o f  s tra tifie d  r e d u n d a n c y  W e  ta lk  o f  p o la r iz a tio n  vvhen sp e e d s  o f



d e -te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  p o in tin g  in  o p p o s ite  d ire c tio n s  c o e x is t  in a n y  g iv e n  

a g e n c y . B i-p o la r iz a t io n  is o n e  e x a m p le  o f  th is, b u t th ere  ca n  be an  in d efin ite  

n u m b e r  o f  th re sh o ld s  o f  sp e e d  from  vvhich p o la r  zo n es em e rg e .

Proposition g  -  Breaking-off

T h e  e ffect o f  a  r e d u n d a n c y  re la t in g  to p o la r iz e d  fo rces.

Proposition 10 -  The arenas

T h e s e  re su lt  fro m  the c o u n te r -e ffe c t o f  b r e a k in g -o ff  p r o p o sitio n s  r e la tin g  to 

p o la r iz e d  s tra ta .

Proposition 1 1 -  Totalities, objects and species

T h e s e  re su lt  fro m  the c o u n te r -a p p lic a t io n  o f  a b re a k in g -o ff p r o p o sitio n  -  

s e c o n d -d e g re e  b r e a k in g -o ff  -  to fie ld s vvhich th e re b y  tak e  on a re fe re n tia l 

p o s it io n .0 A  sy ste m  o f  s p e c if ic  -  s tra tifie d  -  c o o rd in a te s  is th en  set up ; the 

d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n  b e c o m e s  a d efin e d  re a lity . T h is  b rin g s  us b a c k  to th e  p o in t 

vve s ta rte d  from '. th e  a n a ly s is  o f  d iffe re n t m o d e s  o f  e n c o d in g  and  se m io tiza -  

tion .

Proposition 12 -  The effects

T h e s e  a re  th e  re v e r se  o f  o b je c t  p r o p o sitio n s . YVe retu rn  to the h o m o lo g ie s  

re fe rre d  to e a r lie r  betvveen

(1 )  p o s itiv e  a n d  n e g a t iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  a t the level o f  the flu x es;

(2) in te ra c tio n s  a n d  re d u n d a n c ie s  at the le v e l o f  th e  s tra ta .

B u t  h ere  vve h a v e  a fu rth e r  fa c to r  o f  in e rtia , o f  s e c o n d -d e g re e  s tra tific a tio n . 

O b je c ts ,  to ta litie s , sp e c ie s  re p r o d u c e  th e m se lv e s  on  th eir  ovvn th ro u g h  pro- 

c esses o f  m o u ld in g , c a ta ly s is , c r y s ta lliz a tio n , e te ., vvhereas th e  in tr in s ic  

r e d u n d a n c ie s  o f  th e  s tr a ta  vvere in s e p a r a b le  from  th e e x tr in s ic  in te ra c tio n s  

a m o n g  the s tra ta . W ith  effects, a  nevv fo r m a lis m  is s tra tifie d , a  nevv p r in c ip le  o f 

s tr a t if ic a t io n  is e s ta b lis h e d . T h e  fo rm  a n d  o rg a n is m  a n d  so on o f  th is p ro p ­

o sitio n  vvill h a v e  a ce rta in  k in d  o fr e tr o a c t iv e  e ffect on  the ‘o r ig in ' o f  the stra ta .

Proposition / y -  Processes

T h is  refers to  effects  in v o lv it ıg  a lin k  vvith an  e sc a p e  ü n e o f  p o s itiv e  de- 

te r r ito r ia liz a tio n .

6. C on crete m achines estab lish in g reiationships along the lines o f  surface/depth, organ/organ- 

ism, ete.



T h e s e  re su lt  fro m  th e  in te r a c tio n  o f  s tr a ta  w h o se  sp eed  o f  d e -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  

is n e g a t iv e  a n d  w h ic h  b r in g  in to  o p e ra tio n  effects o f  o b je c ts  a n d  to ta lities .

Proposition i ğ -  Encoded reproductions

T h e s e  a re  a  sy ste m  o f  r e d u n d a n c y  th at re su lts  in  th e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  sp e c ie s  

fu n c tio n in g  o n  th e  b asis  o f  a n e g a t iv e  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n .

Proposition 16  -  Diagrammatic processes

T h e s e  re s u lt  from  the c o n ju n c tio n  o f  s tr a ta  p r o p o s itio n s  vvitlı o b je c t p r o p o s i­

tions h a v in g  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  sp e e d s o f  o p p o s ite  te n d e n c ie s , d o m in a te d  b y 

p o sitive  e s c a p e  lin es a n d  le a d in g  to  th e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  o b je c ts , to ta lit ie s  or 

sp ecies vvith tvvo c h a ra c te r is t ic s :

(1) th e y  a re  re p r o d u c e a b le ;

(2) th ey  th e m se lv e s  c o n s titu te  a fresh  s tra tu m  th a t is m o re  d e- 

te rr ito r ia liz e d  th a n  the s tra ta  a n d  o b je c ts  o f  th e  o r ig in a l o r g a n iz a tio n .

H e re  vve o n c e  a g a in  fin d  th e  p a r a d o x  o f  th e  lin k in g  o f  p r o p o sitio n s  in to  a 

rh izo m e: th e  d ia g r a m m a tic  re p r o d u c tio n  in fa c t a p p e a r s  to d e p e n d  on  the 

e n co d ed  r e p r o d u c tio n , d e s p ite  b e in g  m o re  ‘ in n o v a t iv e ’ a n d  ‘ C re a tiv e ’ , be- 

cause th e  s u rp lu s  v a lu e s  o f  e n c o d in g  re m a in  d e p e n d e n t on the s tra ta . B u t 

there h a v e  to b e  s tra tu m  a n d  o b je c t  p r o p o sitio n s  i f  the p o s itiv e  d e- 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  th e  d ia g r a m m a tic  p ro cesse s  is to  in tr o d u c e  its se m io tic  

m u ta tio n s in to  th e  m a c h in ic  a g e n c ie s  -  a n d  v ic e  v e r s a . N o r  m u st vve fo rg e t 

that ‘d ia g r a m m a tis m ’ is to  be fo u n d  ju s t  as m u ch  o u ts id e  se m io tic  e n c o d in g s  

(in g e n e tic  m u ta tio n s , fo r e x a m p le ) .

Proposition ıy  -  Abstract machines

T h ese  re s u lt  fro m  th e  c o n ju n c tio n  o f  p o s itiv e  p ro cesse s  o f  d e - te r r i­

to ria liza tio n .

T h u s , a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  h a v e  a  tvvofold o rig in : a ‘n a t u r a l ’ o r ig in  a t the 

level o f  p ro p o s it io n s  o f  flu x  (n o. 3); a n d  a n  ‘a r t ific ia F , d ia g r a m m a tic  o rig in , at 

the le v e l o f  p r o p o s itio n s  o f  o b je c t  (no. 16), vvhich ‘ im p lie s ’ th e ir  b e in g  

exten d ed  ö v e r  a li th e  sy ste m s o f  s tr a tific a tio n .

In re a lity  th ere  is n o  ‘ b e fo re ’ o r  ‘ a fte r ’ ; lik e  d ia g r a m m a tis m , th e  a b s tr a c t  

m ach in es cu t a c ro ss  th e  sy s te m s  o f  c o o rd in a te s , o f  s tra ta  a n d  o f  o b je c ts  fro m  

ali d ire c tio n s .



Concrete Machines1

W h a t is it th a t is o p e r a t in g  in \vhat o n e  sees as th e  features o f  a fa c e , a 

la n d s c a p e , a b o d y ?  H ovv d o  vve a c c o u n t  fo r th e  m v s te ry  o f  a  p a r t ic u la r  lo o k , a 

th in g , a S t r e e t ,  a m em o ry ?  VVhat is a c tu a ily  th ere  to see seem s to be c o n c e a lin g  

s o m e th in g  e lse . VVlıat şo rt o f  lin e  o f  e sc a p e  g iv e s  us the sen se  th a t som e 

e x tr a o r d in a r y  e n c o u n te r  m ig h t o ccu r?  VVhat e x a c t ly  are  th ese  p o te n tia lit ie s  o f  

so m e  o th e r  vvorld, o p e r a t in g  b y  d iffe re n t ru le s , d iffe re n t co d es? T h e  e n try  o f  

m e m o ry  in to  p e rc e p tio n  is u n d o u b te d ly  v ita l in  th is e ffect o f  ‘ m y s te r iz a t io n ’ . 

M e m o r v  c o m b in e s  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  a n d  re -te r r ito r ia liz a tio n . O n  the on e 

h a n d  it se le cts  sp e c if ic  fe a tu re s  o f  re p re s e n ta tio n , a n d  on th e  o th e r  it 

r e a sse m b le s  a  vvhole th a t  c a n  be p res en te d  as o n e  th in g , on  vvhich o n e  ca n  tak e  

o n e ’s s ta n d , so to  s a y , y e t  vvhich  is in fa c t vvholly  s u b je c tiv e  a n d , in a sen se, 

vvill n e v e r  b e  a b le  to e lu d e  us as r e a lity  h a s . M e m o r y ’s lin es o f  e sc a p e  are  

a lvvays fa lse  o n es, im a g e s  o f  e sc a p e , e sc a p e s  to p la y  a t b e in g  a fra id .

S o m e  m em o rie s  ta k e  o n  sp e c ia l vveight, a c q u ir in g  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  m a trix e s , 

a  fu n c tio n  o fo r g a n ız in g  th e  m o d e  o f  su b jec tiv a tio n ;  it is th ese  th at vve c la ss ify  

as th e  fe a tu re s  o f  fa c ia l ity , a n im a lity , b o d ilin e ss  a n d  so on . In  fa c t, m em o ry  

h ere  ıs n o t q u ite  a  s in g le  vvhole, b e c a u s e  it o p e ra te s  a t  the le v e l o f  th in g s 

th em se lv e s; it m ig h t be b e tte r  to ta lk  n o t o f  m e m o ry  b u t o f  b lo ck : a c h ild h o o d  

b lo c k , u n lik e  a  c h ild h o o d  m e m o ry , is stili in  th e  p res en t. T h e  fe a tu r e s  o f  

fa c ia l ity , a n im a lity  ete. fo rm  c o n s te lla t io n s  o r m asse s  vvhich a re  m a c h in e s  o f 

th e  k in d  th a t  a e tu a liz e  the ın te n s itie s . I vvant to d e s e rib e  a li th ese  v a r io u s  

k in d s  o f  b lo c k s  g e n e r a lly  as c o n c re te  m a c h in es .

T h e  fu n c tio n  o f  th ese  m a c h in e s , a t  le a s t th o se  th a t o p e ra te  in te rm s o f 

s v m b o lic  s e m io tic s , is to  a s s o c ia te  tvvo ty p e s  o fr e d u n d a n e y :

t i ) R e d u n d a n c ie s  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n  th a t  u n d e rlie  th e  s e m a n tism  o f im a g e s  

a n d  o f  the s y n ta g m a tız e d  p a r a d ig m s  o f  s ig n ify in g  se m io lo g ie s .

(2) D ia g r a m m a tic  r e d u n d a n c ie s  th a t p u t th e  d e -te rr ito r ia lize d  e le m e n ts  o f 

sign  m a c h in e s  to vvork o n  re a lity  itse lf. A n  e x a m p le  o f  this vvould b e  the 

b lu e p r in ts  -  th e  p h y s ic a l a n d  m a th e m a tic a l sp e c if ic a tio n s  -  for C o n c o r d : 

vvhat is n o te d  a t the s e m io tic  re g is te r  is th e  d e -te rr ito r ia liz e d  a r tic u la tio n s  o f 

th e  v a r io u s  th in g s  th a t  g o  to  m a k e  u p  th e  a ire ra ft  -  a lu m in iu m , e le ctr ica l

1. U npublished .



flu x es, s e m io tic  flu x e s  as e x p re s s e d  m a te r ia lly  a n d  so  o n . B u t  s u c h  a  b lu e p rin t  

is o n ly  o f  in te re st in so fa r as its a r t ic u la tio n s  a re  su ffic ie n tly  d e -te rr ito r ia lize d  

and  ca n  be m a d e  to c o rre s p o n d  vvith the d e -te rr ito r ia iiz e d  a r tic u la tio n s  o f  the 

m ate v ia ls  o f  e x p re ss io n . D ia g r a m m a tiz a t io n  c o n sists  in  th is  in te rc h a n g e , at 

the m o st d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  le v e l, betvveen th ese  tvvo so rts  o f  d e- 

te r r ito r ia liz a tio n . I f  th e  h ig h  p o in ts  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  th e  s e m io tic  

system s a re  to b e  a b le  to c o m b in e  vvith th o se  o f  the m a te r ia l sy ste m s in  this 

vvay, the re le v a n t  fe a tu re s  o f  th e  m a te r ia ls  o f  e x p re ss io n  in v o lv e d  -  th eir  ravv 

m a te ria ls , vve m ig h t sa y  -  m u st be c o m p a tib le  vvith th e  n a tu re  o f  the 

a rtic u la to ry  fe a tu r e s  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  th e  m a te r ia l fie ld . T h e  se m io tic  

level o f  e x p re s s io n  m u st be a b le  to  ‘s u p p o r t ’ th e  ty p e  o f  m a c h in ic  co n sis te n c y  

o f the m a te r ia l (o r so c ia l)  sy s te m , a n d  n o t a b a n d o n  it in a n y  vvay. T o  tak e  a 

sim p le e x a m p le : yo u  c a n n o t m a k e  a m o u ld  fo r a k ey  o u t o f ju s t  a n y t h i n g -  y o u  

need a p a r t ic u la r  k in d  o f  vvax; i f  y o u  vvere to try  d o in g  it vvith m ash e d  p o ta to , 

you c o u ld  n o t h o ld  o r  tra n s fe r  th e  d ia g r a m m a tic  o u tlin e  th a t  m a k es  th e  k ey  

vvhat it is. i f y o u  vvant to re p r o d u c e  th a t  o u tlin e  on  p a p e r  y o u  n eed  a b ru sh  

that is n o t too  b ro a d , a n d  in k  th a t  is n e ith e r  too th in  n o r to o  th ick . In  o th er  

vvords y o u  m u st c h o o se  m a te r ia ls  o f  e x p re ss io n  su ite d  to  th e  fe a tu res  o f  the 

m ach in ism  y o u  vvant to tra n sfe r. D ia g r a m m a tic  re d u n d a n c y  th u s d e p e n d s, 

on th e  o n e  h a n d , on  th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  a r tic u la tio n s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  

m ateria l a n d  s e m io tic  s tr a ta  th a t  a re  to  be c o n n e c te d  to g e th e r  (a lu m in iu m , 

Steel, in fo r m a tio n , e q u a tio n s , e te .)  a n d , on  th e  o th er , on  th e  c a p a c ity  o f  the 

m ateria ls  o f  e x p re ss io n  to u se, to  a e tiv a te , to o rg a n iz e  th a t sy ste m  o f  

co n n ectio n .

Y V h a t  I h a v e  c a l l e d  t h e  r e d u n d a n c i e s  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  d o  n o t  f u n c t i o n  o n  

th e  b a s i s  o f  s u c h  d i a g r a m m a t i c  c o n j u n c t i o n s ,  n o r  d o  t h e y  v v o r k  f o r  a n y  a n d  

e v e r y  m a c h i n i c  a g e n e y .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a  p i c t u r e  o r  a  p o r t r a i t  o r g a n i z e s  n o  

m a c h i n i c  c o n j u n c t i o n  b e t v v e e n  t h e  e l e m e n t  o f  d e - t e r r i t o r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s u b j e c t  r e p r o d u c e d  i n  i t  a n d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  o f  e x p r e s s i o n ;  a  p o r t r a i t  a l v v a y s  a d d s  

s o m e t h i n g  t o  i t s  m o d e l ,  a s  v v e l l  a s  t r a n s f o r m i n g  i t s  m a t e r i a l s  i n t o  t h e  

s u b s t a n c e s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n .  A  p i c t u r e  p r o d u c e d  b y  a  C o m p u t e r ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

v v o u ld  b e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t :  i t  v v o u ld  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  a  c o n v e n t i o n , q u i t e  i n d e p e n -  

d e n t  o f  t h e  ‘ C r e a t i v e ’ i d e a  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  v v h o  p r o g r a m m e d  i t ;  i n  t h i s  c a s e  

a n y t h i n g  a d d e d  v v o u ld  b e  s u p e r f l u o u s ,  f o r  t h e  i d e a l  o f  s u c h  a  d i a g r a m  is  to  

allo vv  f o r  t h e  l e a s t  p o s s i b l e  i n e r t i a  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  m e a n s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  

to t r a n s m i t  a  m e s s a g e  b a s i c a l l y  r e d u c e d  to  a  b i n a r y  e n c o d i n g .  I n  d i a g r a m ­

m a t is m , s e m a n t i c  o r  s i g n i f y i n g  r e s i d u a l  s u b s t a n c e s  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  o r  o f  

the m e a n s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  a r e  a l v v a y s  s u p e r f l u o u s .  S e m a n t i c i s m  o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

vvill b e  t o l e r a t e d  o n l y  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  a n d  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  is  a l v v a y s  t h a t  t h e y  

vvill b e  r e d u c e d  v v it h  t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o g r e s s .

T h e  c o n c re te  m a c h in e s  o f  a e tu a l fa ce s, s c e n e ry , ete. b r in g  b o th  ty p e s  o f  

red u n d an cy in t o p la y  ( r e d u n d a n c y  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n  a n d  o f  d ia g r a m m a tis m ).



T h e y  re la te  to m ix e d  se m io tic s ; th ey  a c tiv a te  a n e g o tia tio n  betvveen d ifferen t 

s e m io tic  a n d  m a te r ia l re g is te rs . A t  th e  le v e l o f  th e  p la n e  o f  c o n s is te n c y , th at 

n e g o tia tio n  is m a d e  p o s s ib le  (p o ss ib ilize d )  b y  a b s tr a c t  m achines.; a t th e  le v e l 

o f  real fo rces , it is o r g a n iz e d  b y  c o n c re te  m a c h in e s . J u s t  as o n e  m a y  s a y  o f 

c o n s c io u s n e s s  th a t  it re p res en ts  th e  im p o s s ib ility  o f  a b s o lu te  de- 

te r r ito r ia liz a tio n , so o n e  ca n  novv d efin e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  as in d ic a t in g  the 

im p o s s ib ili ty  o f  a n y  q u a n tic , p o s itiv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n .2 A b s tr a c t  

m a c h in e s  e x ist n o t in so m e  tra n s c e n d e n t r e a lity , b u t o n ly  a t th e  le v e l o f  the 

e v e r-p re s e n t p o s s ib ility  th a t  th ey  m a y  a p p e a r . T h e y  re p resen t th e  e sse n ce  o f 

th e  p o s s ib le , a p o s s ib le  w h o s e  o n ly  im p o s s ib ility  is to exist as a su b sta n c e . 

S im ila r ly , o n e  c a n n o t th in k  o f  a s u b s ta n c e  o f  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n , o r  a 

d u a lis m  betvveen b e in g  a n d  b e c o m in g .

F a c ia îity  as a c o n c re te  m a c h in e  d e m o n s tra te s  the im p o s s ib ility , in th e  field  

o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n , o f  a n y  becoming in d e p e n d e n t o f  th e  f o r m a l is m  o f  co n te n ts . 

C o n te n ts  a re  n o th in g  a p a r t  fro m  povver fo rm a tio n s , a p a r t  fro m  the d ia- 

g r a m m a n c  o p e r a to r s  th a t  fu n c tio n  in p a r t ic u la r  s tra tific a tio n s . T h e  fea tu res 

th a t c o m p o s e  a fa c e  p res en t a real  m ic r o -a u th o r ity . O n e  m ig h t e v e n  s a y  th at 

in c a p i t a l i s t  s y ste m s, b a se d  o n  s ig n ify in g  s tra tific a tio n s  a n d  s tra tific a tio n s  o f 

s u b je c tiv a tio n . n o a u th o r itv  co u ld  b e  e s ta b lis h e d  vvithout th ese  m a c h in e s  o f 

‘ fa c ia î i ty ’ . A  c a p ita lis t  d o e s  n o t h a v e  povver in a g e n e r a l  so rt o f  vvay: he 

Controls  a s p e c if ic  te rr ito r y , a  s p e c if ic  fa c to ry , in a p a r t i c u l a r  c o u n tr v , a n d  in 

e a c h  o n e  h e d e p e n d s  on a  c e rta in  n u m b e r  o f  th o se  tra n s fo rm e rs  o f  s ig n ific a ­

tio n  -  c o n c re te  m a c h in e s .3 In  e a c h  o f  th ese  s itu a tio n s , th e  d o m in a n t fa c ia l 

fe a tu re s  -  th o se  o f  th e  m o th e r, fa th e r, te a c h e r , co p , ju d g e , p o p -sta r , bo ss, ete.

-  d e te rm ın e  th e  p o s s ib le  s u rv iv a l o f  th e  o th er , m o re  ‘ a r c h a ic ’ co n crete  

m a c h in e s : th e  b e in g  o f  a n im a ls , sc e n e ry , ete. vvhich a re  c o n n e c te d  vvith the 

d e e p -s e a te d  te rr ito r ia liz e d  fo rces  o f  a c tio n  b e lo n g in g  to c h ild h o o d , th e  coun- 

try s id e , p r im it iv e  so c ie tie s  a n d  so on . E s ta b lis h in g  th ese  c o n c re te  a u th o r ity  

m a c h in e s  is th e  o n ly  m ea n s  v vh ereb y a  c a p ita lis t ic  sy ste m  c a n  to le ra te , and 

tu rn  to its o w n  a d v a n ta g e , th e  liııes  o f  e s c a p e  in h e r e n t in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

p r o d u e t iv e  fo rces  a n d  th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  o f  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s . its 

povver as ico n  vvou ld  b e  n o th in g  vvith out th e  d ia g r a m m a tic  p o te n e y  o f  those 

r e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  c o n c r e te  m a ch in es .

C o n c r e te  m a c h in e s  d ia g r a m m a tiz e  th e  s tra ta ; th ey  are  the p o in t o fin te ra c -  

tion  betvveen  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  a n d  th e  s tra ta  o f  povver. T h e  v a r io u s  becomings 

o f  d e s ire  -  h o m o s e x u a l b e c o m in g , c h ild  b e c o m in g , grovvth b e c o m in g , ete. ~

‘2. T h u s, not totally  seriousİy, one could define consciousness as being the organless body o f the 

ab stract m achines, as opposed  to the plane o f  consistency w hich cannot be defîned either as ehe 

totality o f  ali totalities, or as the organless body o f the organless bodies.

3. R evolutio n ary  an alysis  m ust be particuİarly concerned w ith deteetm g and n eutralizing the 

re-territorializing effects o f  the concrete m achines that m ake people attached to hierarchies, male 

dom inance. individ ual ovvnershtp, a elinging to dependence, ete.



are  o b lig e d  to p ro c e e d  b y  vvay o f  th ese  n o n -a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  th a t are  

h ie ra r c h iz e d  in  s u c h  a  vvay as to  m a k e  so m e  k in d s  o f  b e c o m in g  d e p e n d  on  

oth ers, p a r t ic u la r ly  the m a c h in e s  o f  in v is ib le  b e c o m in g  o f  O e d ip a l g u ilt , an d  

o ffe m a le  b e c o m in g  in re la tio n  to  th e  se x ed  b o d y . H ovv d o e s  th is h ie ra r c h iz a -  

tion o f  th e  c o n c r e te  m a c h in e s  b e c o m e  a p p a re n t?  B o th  b y  th e  c o n ju n c tio n  o f  

m a c h in ic  p r o p o s itio n s  a t a  m o le c u la r  le v e l, a n d  th a t o f  th e  c a p tu r e  a n d  

in te r lin k in g  o f  e x tr e m e ly  v a r ie d  lin es o f  e s c a p e  a t a m o la r  le v e l. C o n c r e te  

m ach in es  d o  n o t in fa c t b e lo n g  s p e c if ic a l ly  to  th e  m o la r  o r  the m o le c u la r  

order, a n y  m o re  th an  d o  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s , p re c is e ly  b e c a u s e  th ey  re p res en t 

the p o s s ib ility  o f  a r t ic u la t in g  th e  tvvo. A  c o n c re te  m a c h in e  d o es n o t b e lo n g  to 

a p a r t ic u la r  s tr a tu m , b u t in d ic a te s  p o s s ib le  p o litic s  o f  in te r-s tra tif ic a tio n . I t  

p resen ts a p r a c t ic a l ‘e i t h e r - o r ’ : e ith e r  a n  a c tio n  vvill c lo se  in a n d  b e c o m e  

stra tified , o r it vvill o p e n  o u t o n to  d ia g r a m m a tic  lin es o f  e sca p e . T h e  co n c re te  

m ach in e  o p e n s  u p  th e  p o s s ib le , e ith e r  in  th e  fo rm  o f  s ig n ify in g  c irc le s , ce n tre d  

p erh a p s on  th e  fe a tu r e s  o f  fa c ia l ity , o r in th e  fo rm  o f  p o s t-s ig n ify in g  s p ira ls  

that let th e  lin es o f  e s c a p e  g o  o f f  a t a ta n g e n t. In  th e  first ca se , th e  c o n c re te  

m ach in e  d e v e lo p s  h e a v y , fig u r a t iv e  te rr ito r ia lit ie s , o p e r a t in g  on  at le a st tvvo 

d im en sio n s; in  th e  se c o n d , it  d is p e rs e s  a  d e - te rr ito r ia liz e d  lin e  in p a rtic le -  

signs th a t ten d  to e lu d e  th e  d im e n s io n s  o f  tim e a n d  sp a c e  a lto g e th e r . C o n s id e r  

the p r a c t ic e  o f  tr a n s c e n d e n ta l m e d ita tio n  novv so fa s h io n a b le  in  the U n ite d  

States: vve m a y  fin d  it d e v e lo p in g  in to  a n  o rg a n le s s  b o d y  o p e n in g  d es ire  o u t  

onto an  a -s ig n ify in g  o u ts id e  vvorld, o r, e q u a lly , c lo s in g  in  u p o n  a s ig n ify in g  

a ctiv ity  th a t  a lie n a te s  in d iv id u a ls  in  lin e  vvith th e  v a lu e s  o fa u t h o r ity .  In  m o st 

cases tr a n s c e n d e n ta l m e d ita to r s  a re  d o in g  b o th  th in g s  a t o n c e . ( I t  is vvorth 

noting in  p a s s in g  th a t th e  s ig n ify in g  te xt o f  a  r itu a l d o e s  n o t n e c e ssa r ily  

require th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  vvritten  te x t lik e  the B u d d h is t  sc rip tu re s; it c a n ju s t  

as vvell be a ‘s p a t ia l iz e d  t e x t ’ , lik e  th a t o f  the J a p a n e s e  te a  ce re m o n y .)  In  

H itler’ s fa s c is m , fo r in s ta n c e , a t a  m o la r  le v e l, th ere  vvere c o n c re te  m a c h in e s  -  

m iiitary, p o liç e , a e s th e tic , e te . -  m a n a g in g  th e  con j u n etio n  o f  a lo n g s ta n d in g , 

indeed a n  a r c h a ic , s tra tifie d  a u th o r ity  vvith a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  th a t vvere stili 

‘feeling th e ir  vvay ’ a lo n g  h ig h ly  d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  p a th s: th u s  s u c h  m o d e rn  

them es as S ta te  c a p ita lis m  a n d  sc ie n c e  c a m e  p a r a d o x ic a lly  to be a s s o c ia te d  

vvith c o m p le te ly  re g r e s s iv e  id e a s  lik e  ‘ r a p a c io u s  J e w s  ta k in g  ö v e r  th e  vvorld ’ , 

‘purity  o f  b lo o d ’ a n d  so  o n . S im ila r ly , vve c a n  see  th e  c o n ju n c tio n  betvveen 

Stalin, th e  lit t le  fa th e r  o f  th e  p e o p le , I v a n  th e  T e r r ib le ,  a n d  th e  ru n n in g  o f  a 

b u reau cra tic  p la n n e d  S ta te . T h e  c o n c re te  m a c h in e s  m e ta b o liz e  th e  c o n ju n c ­

tion o f  s e m io tic , m a te r ia l a n d  so c ia l flu x e s  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  the re la tio n s h ip s  

o fc a u s a lity  o r  g e n e a lo g y  th a t  m a y  b e lo n g  to th e  v a r io u s  s tr a ta  re d u n d a n c ie s . 

Th in gs c a n  th u s  b e  h a p p e n in g  o n  s e v e r a l d iffe re n t le v e ls  a t  o n ce . O n e  c a n  sa y  

of L o u is -F e rd in a n d  C e l in e , fo r in s ta n c e , th a t h is vvritin g  h a d  n o th in g  to d o  

with fa sc ism  a n d  e v e r y th in g  to  d o  vvith it. I t  h a d  n o th in g  to  d o  vvith it in  th at 

his m a c h in e  o f  lite r a ry  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  vvas p a rt o f  a  set o f  a b s tr a c t



m a c h in e s , o f  a  p h y lu m  o f  lite ra r y  e x p re ss io n  q u ite  u n c o n n e c te d  vvith the 

p o lit ic a l a n d  so c ia l b a tt le s  o f  his o w n  d a y ; a n d  it h a d  e v e r y th in g  to d o  vvith it 

in  th a t  it vvas o n ly  b e c a u s e  o f  a  p a r t ic u ia r  c o n c a te n a tio n  o f  id e n tify in g  

c h a r a c te r is t ic s , e s p e c ia lly  ra c is t  o n es, th a t  h is l ite r a r y  m a c h in e  e x is te d  at ali 

(fo r in s ta n c e , th e  ro le  o f t h e  c o n c re te  m a c h in e s  o ffa m ilia lis m  a n d  th e  vvorkers’ 

m o v e m e n t in h is v vritin g ). C o n s e q u e n tly , it is n o t a  m a tte r  o f  o u r  h a v in g  to 

m a k e  a d is t in c tio n  betvveen g o o d  fa c ia l fe a tu re s  o p e ra tin g , fo r in s ta n c e , as 

s ig n -p o in ts , a n d  b a d  o n es o p e r a t in g  on  a  m o re  te rr ito r ia liz e d  ic o n ic  m ode; 

o n e  ca n  fin d  fa sc is t  r e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n s  in b o th  k in ds.

L e t  us m a k e  a fu r th e r  d is tin c tio n : r e d u n d a n c ie s  o f  re p re s e n ta tio n  ca n  be 

m ic ro -r e d u n d a n c ie s  o r m a c ro -r e d u n d a n c ie s .

In  a n y  s ig n ify in g  s tr a tu m , th e  to ta lity  o f  lo c a l e x p re s s iv e  re d u n d a n c ie s  

re la te s  to  th e  m a c r o -r e d u n d a n c ie s  o f  th e  effects  o f  s ig n ific a tio n . A  s ig n ify in g  

s tra tu m  c a n n o t d ir e c t ly  e n g e n d e r  lin es o f  e sc a p e , u n less it is on  th e  vvay to 

d e s tru c tio n . In  th e  c a se  o f  s y m b o lic  se m io tics  o r  n o n -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s , it is 

d iffe re n t. T h e r e  is n o t th e  sa m e  ty p e  o f  c e n tr in g  o r e n c irc lin g . P re -s ig n ify in g  

s y m b o lic  s e m io tic s  a re  te rr ito r ia liz e d  a ro u n d  a m u ltip lic ity  o fc e n tr e s ,  fo rm - 

in g  a  k in d  o f  s e m io tic  s e g m e n ta liz a tio n  in  vvhich n o  on e o f  th em  is p re- 

e m in e n t, vvh ereas a -s ig n ifv in g  (p o s t-s ig n ify in g )  se m io tics  e s c a p e  th e  sy ste m s 

o f  te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  a n d  o f  b in a r iz e d  lin e a r  e n c o d in g . T h u s ,  n e ith e r  s u b je c ts  

th e  lin es o f  e s c a p e  to  a  s y ste m  o f  c e n tr in g  th a t  vvould  o v e r-e n c o d e  th em  a n d  

tu rn  th em  in to  o u ts id e  lin es th a t  c o u ld  b e  p r o je c te d  o n to  sy ste m s o f  c o o rd i-  

n a te s . T h e  lin e  o f  e s c a p e  is p a r t  o f  th e  te rr ito r ia liz e d  d ia g r a m m a tis m  o r the 

m a c h in ic  d ia g r a m m a tis m  in  ju s t  th e  sa m e  vvay as th e  o th e r  e le m e n ts  o f  the 

rh iz o m e . F o r  in s ta n c e , th e  lin e  o f  e sc a p e  o f  a m a d m a n  in a  p r im itiv e  s o c ie ty  is 

p a r t  o f  th e  te r r ito r ia liz e d  c o lle c t iv e  fo rce  o f  u tte r a n c e . T h e  lin e  o f  e s c a p e  o f  an  

u n e x p e c te d  a c tiv ity  on  th e  p a rt o f  a p a r t id e  vvhich is o u t o f  lin e  vvith the 

th e o r e tic a l/ e x p e r im e n ta l o rg a n iz a t io n  is p a r t  o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  Scien ce. 

T h u s  c o n c re te  m a c h in e s  a re  e s ta b lis h e d  d ir e c t ly  fro m  th e  lin es o f  e sca p e  

vvith o u t g o in g  b y  vvay o f  th e  p a r t ic u ia r  m e d ia tio n s  a n d  o v e r -e n c o d in g s  o f  the 

sy s te m s  o f  s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s  -  e s p e c ia lly  n o t the s e c o n d -d e g re e  sy ste m s o f  

s ig n if ic a tio n , W e  c a n  th erefo re  c o n tra s t  c o n c re te  m a c h in e s  th a t m e ta b o liz e  

lin es o f  e s c a p e  d ia g r a m m a tic a lly  vvith th o se  th a t  r e - te r r ito r ia liz e  a s ig n ify in g  

a u th o r ity . A t  e v e ry  le v e l, th en , c o n c re te  m a c h in e s  vvill be the n e g o tia tin g  

p o in t betvveen  th e  d ia g r a m m a tis m  o f  th e  a c tiv e  fo rces  a n d  th e ir  fa llin g  b a ck  

in to  s y ste m s o f  a n a lo g y , s ig n ific a n c e , e te . T h a t  n e g o tia tio n  vvill c o n stitu te  

th e  c o n c re te  p o lit ic s  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n : e ith e r  the fo r m a tio n  o f  

d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n s  is o r g a n iz e d  u n d e r  th e  d o m in a tio n  o f  a  q u a n tic , d ia ­

g ra m m a tic  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n ;  o r  e lse  it  vvill en d  in  an  e m p ty  re- 

te r r ito r ia ü z a tio n , in  th e  fo rm  o f  an  e m p ty  c o n sc io u sn e ss , a  fa ce le ssn e ss, th at 

o v e r -e n c o d e s  a li th e  b e c o m in g s  o f  d e s ire  a n d  is  e x p re sse d  in  a  tr a n s c e n d e n t, 

m o n o th e is t ic  G o d , p e r h a p s , o r th e  a b s tr a c t  L a d y  o f  c o u rt ly  lo v e , o r  a  sy ste m



o f  g e n e ra l e q u i v a l e n c e  o f  m o n e y  C a p i t a l .  T h e  g re a t, s u p p o s e d l y  s y m b o l i c ,  

o p e r a to r s  o f  se c o n d -d e g re e  s ig n if ic a tio n  -  the S ig n ifie r , C a p it a l ,  th e  L ib id o , 

e t e .  -  n e v e r  e x is t  in th e m se lv e s , b u t o p e ra te  o n ly  in d e p e n d e n c e  on  co n c re te  

m a c h in e s . T h u s ,  it is n o t e n o u g h  to sa y  th a t a  c e rta in  fo rm  o f  de- 

te r r ito r ia liz e d  m o n o th e is m , o f  th e  ty p e  co d ifie d  b y  S t P a u l a n d  S t A u g u s t in e , 

is  to b e  seen  in  re la tio n  to th e  i n f l u x  o f  c a p ita lis m  th a t  a p p e a r e d  a fte r  th e  first 

in d u s tr ia l re v o lu tio n  o f  the tvvelfth c e n tu r y . O n e  m u st a ls o  n o te  the p r o d u c ­

tion  o f  n ew  s ig n if ic a tio n s , o f  nevv in te r p re ta tiv e  c o o rd in a te s  at the le v e l o f  

th e  a c c o m p a n y in g  c o n s te lla t io n s  o f  c h a r a c te r is t ic s , th e  th in g s  th a t a c tu a lly  

m a d e  th e  s y ste m  g o  in o n e  d ire e tio n  r a th e r  th a n  a n o th e r: w ith  the D e se rt 

F a th e r s , th ere  vvas a  risk  th a t  it vvould  d is a p p e a r  a lto g e th e r  in p u rs u it  o f  the 

sp ir itu a l;  vvith o th e r  h e re s ie s , th e  so n  vvas te rr ito r ia liz e d  a t th e  e x p e n s e  o f  the 

fa th e r; a t  a n o th e r  tim e , it h a d  to ch o o se  betvveen  se e in g  M a r y  as m o th e r  o f  

G o d  o r  m o th e r  o f  h u m a n ity ;  a t a n o th e r , the d e c is io n  h a d  to be m a d e  n o t to 

v e n e ra te  im a g e s  o f  C h r is t  for th e ir  o w n  sa ke; a n d  so on . I t  vvas v ia  a li so rts  o f  

c o n c re te  m iero -p o li tica l ‘n e g o tia t io n s ’ o f  th is k in d  on  the p a rt  o f  the th eo lo g ic- 

a l m a c h in e s  th a t  th ere  c a m e  to b e  d efin e d  th e  r ig h t  to life, th e  p o s s ib le  

s u r v iv a l o f  a n im a l-b e c o m in g , c h i l d - b e c o m i n g ,  fe m a le -b e c o m in g , b o d y -  

b e c o m in g , a li the in te n s ity -b e c o m in g s  ( o f  m u sic , for e x a m p le )  a n d  so on . T h e  

m a c r o -r e d u n d a n c ie s  o f  c a p ita lis t ic  re p r e s e n ta tio n  c a n  n e v e r  be v a lid ly  d e ­

sc rib e d  in  te rm s o f  a s in g le  d u a lis t ic  lo g ic  -  b a se d , fo r in s ta n c e , on th e  S ym b o l 

o f  the p h a llu s . T h e  p h a llu s  b e c a m e  a  g e n e ra l o p e r a to r  o f  au  th o rity  o n ly  to the 

ex te n t th a t  it re m a in e d  d e p e n d e n t on  c o lle c tio n s  o f a c t u a l  re a litie s , ‘ m a s s e s ’ o f  

e ve n ts , p r o d u c e d  b y  c o n c re te  m a c h in e s  -  a n d  th e  sa m e  c a n  b e  sa id  o f  a li the 

o th e r  p a r t  o b je c ts  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is .

T h e  re a so n  fo r c o n s id e r in g  c o n c re te  m a c h in e s  is th a t th ey  s h o u ld  m a k e  it 

far h a r d e r  for us to try  to d e s e r ib e  h is to ry  in  te rm s o f  s ig n ific a tio n s , a b o v e  a li 

o f s ig n if ic a tio n s  s im ila r  in n a tu r e  to a  p a r t ic u la r  le v e l o f  a  m a jö r  povver 

fo rm a tio n . W h a t  o n e  h as  to  e x a m in e  h e re  is the vvhole g e n e a lo g ic a l p e rs p e c-  

tive; in d e e d  th ere  is p r o b a b ly  n o  g e n e a lo g y  th a t  c a n  a c c o u n t  fo r m a d n e ss , 

ille g a lism , s h u tt in g  u p  c h ild re n  a n d  so  on  vvith out re fe re n c e  to co n c re te  

m a ch in es  th a t c a m e  in to  b e in g  in d e p e n d e n t o f  th e  re la tıo n s h ip s  o f  m o la r  

forces, c o n c r e te  m a c h in e s  e x is t in g  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  la rg e -s c a ie  b a la n c e s  o f  

povver, o f  the d ia c h r o n ic  im p lic a t io n s  o f  th e  m a c h in ic  p h y lu m  in th e  s p h e re  o f  

the e c o n o m y , o fd e m o g r a p h y , o fv v a r  m a c h in e s , ete. W o u ld  it be le g it im a te  to 

b e lie ve  th a t o n e  p a r t ic u la r  p o e tic  m a d n e ss , o n e  m o le c u la r  fo lly , m ig h t h a v e  

o r ig in a te d  th e  d is e a s e d  s tra in  o f  c o u rt ly  lo v e?  Y o u  m a y  o b je c t  th a t th is is n o t a 

v ita l p r o b le m , o r  p e rh a p s  th a t  th e  tim e vvas r ip e  fo r th e  th in g  to  h a p p e n . B u t 

su re ly  it  is a t  th e  le v e l o f  su c h  in d iv id u a l m a d n e ss , a n d  a t th a t  le v e l o n ly , th a t 

vve c a n  h o p e  to d is c o v e r  th e  lin k s, th e  in te r-re la tio n s h ip s  a m o n g  the v a r io u s  

co n cre te  m a c h in e s  th a t h a v e  m e ta b o liz e d  th e  s ig n if ic a tio n s  o f  th e  p e rio d , as 

m uch  in te rm s o f t h e l i t e r a r y ,  t h e e r o t i c a n d  the a e s th e tic  as o f t h e m il i ta r y ,  the



te c h n o lo g ic a l o r th e  a r c h ite c tu r a l. T o  d e s c r ib e  the m a c h in ic  rh izo m e s  vvould 

m a k e  it im p o s s ib le  to  sp lit  u p  h o m o g e n e o u s  s tra ta  at th e  m o la r  le v e l. Is it 

re a s o n a b le  to  s u g g e s t  th a t  a t e v e ry  p e r io d , sy ste m s o f  c o n c re te  m a c h in e s  

in filtr a te d  th e  p e rc e p tiv e  se m io tic s , s e n s it iv ity , m em o ry  a n d  so on in  su c h  a 

vvay as to c a u s e  the so c iu s  to c r v s ta l liz e  h u m a n  re la tio n sh ip s  in a p a r t ic u la r  

vvay? Y V hat c o n c re te  m a c h in e  led  th e  c o lle c tiv e  p e rce p tio n  to h o ld  th at not 

m e r e ly  a re  a li m en  e q u a l -  a n d  vvom en to o  -  b u t th at a li s ta g e s  o f  h u m a n  

d e v e lo p m e n t  a re  e q u a l as vvell? W h e n c e  c o m e  the sy ste m s o f  o v e r a ll e q u iv -  

a le n c e  o f  m en , vvom en, c h ild re n  -  an  e q u iv a le n c e  vvhich, in c id e n ta lly , has 

m e r e ly  re in fo rc ed  th e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  vvom en on  m en , o f  c h ild re n  o n  a d u lts , o f  

th e  p r im it iv e  o n  th e  c iv iiiz e d , ete .?  YVhat so rt o f  m o la r  m a c h in e  h as  e n fo rce d  

th e  s e tt in g -u p  o f  lib id in a l e q ııiv a le n c e s  as betvveen u sefu l w o rk  a n d  u se less 

a c t iv ity ,  v a lu e  in d e s ire  a n d  v a lu e  in u se, v a lu e  in  e x c h a n g e  a n d  v a lu e  in 

d es ire , a n d  th e  rest?  A t  th e  le v e l o f  m a c r o -r e d u n d a n c ie s , povver vvould be 

n o th in g  vvith ou t th e  d ia g r a m m a tic  o p e ra to rs  th a t e m p ty  the m iero - 

r e d u n d a n c ie s  o f  th e ir  s u b s ta n c e  an d  m a k e  th em  vvork a g a in s t  d e- 

te rr ito r ia liz in g  c o n n e c tio n s . ( T o  ta k e  a n  e x a m p le : th e  vvay th e  e m o tio n  o f lo v e  

vvas p u e r iliz e d  in th e  r o m a n tic  era , c o in c id in g  vvith a  loss o f  c h ild h o o d  for 

c h ild r e n  th e m se lv e s , as th e y  vvere m a s s iv e ly  svvept in to  sch o o ls  an d  fa c to rie s .)  

C a p it a l is m ’s g e n e r a l in te r c h a n g e a b il ity  o f  v a lu e s  is a c h ie v e d  b y  m ea n s o f  

n o n -a b s tra c t  m a c h in e s . i t s  h o m o g e n iz in g  o f  p e rs o n o lo g ic a l a re a s  h as b een  

in s e p a r a b le  from  th e h o m o g e n iz a tio n  it h a s  e fîe cte d  in th e  in fra - 

p e rs o n o lo g ic a l a r e a , a t  th e  le v e l o f  m o le c u la r iz in g  th e  c o n c re te  m a c h in es . 

In d e e d  it is o n ly  th is  th a t  h as  p r e v e n te d  its d e v e lo p m e n t from  c o lla p s in g  

u n d e r  th e  vveight o f  th e  c o n tr a d ic tio n s  th a t  sh o u ld  -  a c c o r d ın g  to M a r x  -  lead  

it  in e x o r a b ly  to d e s tru e tio n . T h e  povver o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  ö v e r  th e  vvorking 

c la s s  is n o t j u s t  a  g e n e r a liz e d  re la tio n s h ip  betvveen  tvvo e lasses; it o p e ra te s  

fro m  th e  c o u n tle s s  m o le c u la r  p o in ts  o f  a u th o r ity  e sta b lis h e d  b y  th o se  co n c re te  

m a c h in e s , as th ey  ‘ n e g o t ia te ’ th e  v a r io u s  m o d e s  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  a n d  

m a n ip u la te  b o th  m o le c u la r  m u ltip lic it ie s  a n d  m ass s tra t if ic a t io n s .4

T o  su m  u p : c o n c r e te  m a c h in e s  c o in c id e  vvith th e  e x is ten ce  o f  a  tvvofold 

a r t ic u la t io n  o f  stra  ta:

-  in  the m e ta -s tr a ta , th e  lin es o f  e s c a p e  a n d  th e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e s  o f  the 

p la n e  o f  c o n s is te n c y , th ey  r e a liz e  th e  p o s s ib ility  in h e re n t in  q u a n tic  p o s itiv e  

d e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n ;

-  in  th e  in ter-strata ., th e y  s tra tify  a d iffe re n tia l n e g a tiv e  d e-te rri-  

.to r ia liz a tio n .

T h e  a b s tr a c t  m a c h in e  -  o r d ia g r a m m a tic  c o n d e n s e r — dravvs to g e th e r  the 

c o d e , th e  q u a n tic  p o s itiv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , a n d  the flu x . th e  d iffe re n tia l 

n e g a t iv e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , a n d  th u s in  a  sen se  m u st be th o u g h t o f  as

4. T h u s  concrete m achines can be said  to be m olar in their stratifying aspect and m olecular in 

their d iagram m atic  de-territorializin g aspect.



e x is tin g  p r io r  to  d iffe re n tia tio n s  o f  flu x es  a n d  e n c o d in g s , a n d  to d iffe re n tia - 

tions a m o n g  n a tu r a l, s y m b o lic , s ig n ify in g  a n d  a -s ig n ify in g  co d es. M y  d is tin c -  

tion b etvveen  m a c r o -re d u n d a n c y  a n d  m ic ro -re d u n d a n c y , in th e  s p e c ific  

in sta n ce  o f  s e m io tic  e n c o d in g s , in fa c t co v e rs  th a t o f  s ig n ify in g  se m io tic s  a n d  

sy m b o lic  se m io tic s , b u t vve sh a ll g o  on to use it in a  m o re  g e n e ra l vvay, 

a p p ly in g  it to  the to ta lity  o f  a -s e m io tic  fo rm e d  m atte r; its m ain  in te re st vvill 

then c o n sis t  in  th e  p r o b le m  o f  vvh eth er the e ffect o f  d ia g r a m m a tic  co n cre te  

m ach in es  ca n  be tra n s fe rre d  o u ts id e  th e  p a r t ic u la r  c a se  o f  n o n -s ig n ify in g  

s em io tics  to vvhich vve h a v e  u p  to novv r e str ic te d  it.

It g o e s  vvith ou t s a v in g  th a t  th e  fo re g o in g  c o n s id e ra tio n s  in n o sen se  im p ly  

any p r im a c y  o f  th e  m o le c u la r  ö v e r  th e  m o la r  e c o n o m y  a t th e  le v e l o f  c o n c re te  

m ach in es . In d e e d , th o u g h  it m a y  be n e c e ssa r y  fo r a v e r y  povverfu l m o le c u la r  

m a ch in e  to e x is t  (a  re v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n t, sa v) in o rd e r  to p r o d u c e  a 

d ia g r a m m a tic  lin e  o f  e s c a p e  vvithin a m o la r  s tra tific a tio n , it m a y  on  the o th e r  

hand be n e c e s s a r y  fo r a v a s t  m o la r  c o n c re te  m a c h in e  to be set u p  to p r o d u c e  

the tin iest d ia g r a m m a tic  e ffe ct (su c h  as a  p o e try  m a c h in e ) . M o s t  o f  the tim e, 

in a n y  c a se , su c h  'e ffe c ts ’ vvill vvork in b o th  d ire c tio n s: for e x a m p le , the vvhole 

o f L a  B o rd e  m u st fu n c tio n  as a  c o n c re te  m a c h in e  in o r d e r  th a t, a t a  g iv e n  

m o m en t, so m e  p e c u lia r ity , a vvay o f  ta k in g  a c ig a re tte  o r o f  h a n d in g  so m e o n e  

a d ish , c a n  re la te  to the le v e l o f  c o n ju n c tio n s  e ffe cte d  b y p s y c h o t ic s ’ m o d es o f  

s e m io tiza tio n . C o n v e r s e ly , hovvever, th o se  sa m e  p s y c h o tic s  m u st be a b le  to 

fu n ctio n  as c o n c re te  m a c h in e s  to m a k e  L a  B o rd e  th e  k in d  o f  agencement th a t it 

is. T o  p r o d u c e  a c o n c re te  m a c h in e , th en , ca n  in v o lv e  tre m e n d o u s  fo rces , a 

kind o f  s e m io tic  P ie r r e la tte  e x tr a c t in g  fro m  te r r ito r ia ü z e d  o re  the d e- 

te rr ito r ia liz e d  m o la r  s u b s ta n c e  u p o n  vvhich in tu rn  th e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  d e- 

te rr ito r ia liz e d  m o le c u la r  p a r tic le s  d e p e n d s. A  p r o d u c t iv e  fo rce  ca n  th u s be 

co n sid e re d  as m u c h  from  th e v ievvp o in t o f  vvhat it s p e c if ic a lly  p ro d u c e s  as 

lrom  th a t o f  its m a c r o -s c o p ic  o r g a n iz a tio n .

T h e r e  a re  a lvvays tvvo a s p e c ts  to th e  p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  a  face: o n e  tu rn e d  

tovvards m ic r o -r e d u n d a n c ie s , o p e n  to a rh iz o m a tic  d e p lo y m e n t  o f  se m io tic  

sy stem s, a n d  th e  o th e r  tovvards r e d u n d a n c ie s  o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n , vvhich is 

vvhere c o n n e c tio n s  ca n  a lvvays b e  e ffected  vvith the h ie r a r c h v  o f  povver 

fo rm a tio n s -  th e  a c tu a l fa ce  o n e  sees th en  b e c o m in g  e q u iv a le n t  to the p u b lic  

p res en ta tio n  o f  the fa c e  o f  a u th o r ity . T h a t  p u b lic  fa ce  is a  m ask , for th e  tru e  

face o f  povver, in a  c a p ita lis t  s y s te m , is a s h a m e d , a n d  m u st k ee p  h id in g  the 

hollovvness o f i t s  p r in c ip le s ; it h as  to  c lo th e , to re p r e s e n t, to p r o d u c e  a n a lo g ie s  

for the d ia g r a m m a tis m  it te rr ito r ia liz e s  in  a n  a r b it r a r ily  ch o se n  sy ste m  o f  

class a n d  c a s te . T h is  c o n tr a d ic t io n  a c c o u n ts  for th e  fa s c in a tio n  o f  the fig u res 

o f th e  ju d g e ,  th e  c o p , th e  te a c h e r  a n d  so on , a n d  th e  m y s te r y  o f  th eir  

d ia g r a m m a tic  c o u n te r p a r ts  -  th e  th ief, the p r o stitu te , the d e lin q u e n t. T h e  

key to th e  m y s te r y  o f  the fa c e  p re s e n te d  b y  c a p ita lis m  a n d  th e  in d iv id u a t io n  o f  

su b je c tiv ity  is u n d o u b te d ly  th e  vvay it is c o n tin u a lly  o s c il la t in g  betvveen the



re v e la t io n  o f  a n  in v is ib le  b in a r y - p h a llic  povver a n d  th e  w ild  e x p lo s io n  o f  

d es ire  in a li d ire c tio n s  th a t fo llo w s  th e  d is ru p tio n  o f  the o ld  te r r ito r ia litie s . It 

is n o t a q u e s tio n  o f  tw o  ‘ fa c ia l it ie s ’ , b u t o f  tw o  a sp e cts  o f  a s in g le  co n cre te  

m a c h in e  th a t p u sh e s  d e s ire  to  th e  e x tre m e  o f  a b o lis h in g  a li ‘ fa c ia l it y ’ . AH th a t 

is p r e s e r v e d  o f  th e  fa c e  is th e  b a re s t  m in im u m  o f  re d u n d a n c y  th a t  vvill k eep  

th e  sy ste m  fu n c tio n in g ; a n  a rtific ia l fa c e  is c o n tin u a lly  b e in g  re a sse m b le d  b y 

th e  m e d ia . B u t  th e  sy ste m  is u n d e r th re a t  on a li s id e s  fro m  a n  in v is ib le  

becoming-, th is in  it s e lf  re p res en ts  th e  fin a l p o in t o ffa s c in a t io n , c a p tu r in g  ali the 

e n e r g y  o f  d e s ire  a n d  m a k in g  it a  d es ire  fo r a n n ih ila tio n . W h y  are  th e  m a ch in es  

o f ‘ fa c ia l i t y ’ e s s e n tia lly  b o u n d  u p  vvith th e  in d iv id u a te d  m o d e  o f  s u b je c t iv a ­

tion ? W lıy  a re  th e y  n o t lin k e d  to  a n im a lity , o r so m e  m o d e  o f  c re a tin g  

b o d ilin e ss?  T h e  d ia g r a m m a tis m  o f  te r r ito r ia liz e d  a g e n c ie s  ten d s to reco n - 

s tr u c t  te rrito r ie s , o r e m b ie m s  ( lik e  th o se  o n  te e -sh ırts , a n  u p d a te d  v e r s io n  o f 

ta tto o s ) , vvh ereas th e  p r o d u e tio n  o f  fa c ia l fe a tu re s  is an o p e ra tio n  th at 

p ro d u c e s  d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d  s ig n ify in g  fo r m a tio n s . T h e  re le v a n t e le m e n ts  o f  

th e  p r e s e n te d  fa c e  a re  th e re  to e n a b le  th e  sy ste m  to  g a in  se m io tic  c o n tro l o f  

in d iv id u a ls , to  c o n n e c t  th em  vvith a  d e c o d e d  flu x  o f  vvork. T h e  fa ce  is n ever 

r e c o g n iz e d  as a m u lt ip lic ity  o r a  te rr ito r ia liz e d  e m b le m , b u t o n ly  in th a t it 

m a k e s  it p o s s ib le  to  u n iv e r s a liz e  th e  s ig n ific a tio n s  o f povver -  s ig n ific a tio n s  o f 

g e n e r a l h u m a n  e q u iv a le n c e . T h e  a n im a l to te m , th e  ta tto o e d  b o d y , w a s  n o t a 

vvay in to  a  u n iv e rs a l la n g u a g e  lik e  th a t o f  th e  e x c h a n g is t  e c o n o m y . W ith  

‘fa c ia l i t y ’ , th e  d is t in e tiv e  fe a tu re s  o f  th e  fa c e  a n d  b o d y  a re  u sed  to  se rv e  a 

s p e c if ic  m o d e  o f  d ia g r a m m a tis m  th a t  d e -te rr ito r ia lize s  vvhole c o n ste lla tio n s  

o fd e s ir e  m a c h in e s  a n d  c o n n e c ts  th em  u p  vvith p r o d u e tio n  m a c h in es . T h e  face 

is par excellence th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  e x p re ss io n  o f  th e  sig n ifie r. W  e m a y  sa y  h ere  

th a t th e  h u m a n  p r o file  is lik e  th e  o u tlin e  o f  a  k ey: vvhat m a tte rs  is n o t its 

u n iq u e  c h a r a c te r is t ic s , b u t  th e  e ffe c tiv e n e ss  vvith vvhich it u n lo ck s  th e  co d e. 

C a p it a lis t  ‘fa c ia l i t y ’ a lvvays ex is ts  to se rv e  a  s ig n ify in g  fo rm u la ; it is th e  m ea n s 

vvh ereb y  the s ig n if ie r  tak es c o n tro l, th e  vvay it o rg a n iz e s  a  c e rta in  m o d e  o f  

in d iv id u a te d  s u b je c tiv a tio n , a n d  th e  c o lle c tiv e  m a d n e ss  o f  a m a c h in e  that 

cre a te s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  vvith ou t a n y  c o n te n t, a n d  o f  a  becoming th a t c a n n o t be 

p e r c e iv e d . C o n s e q u e n tly  it is im p o s s ib le  to th in k  th a t the vvritten vvord c o u ld  

h a v e  a n y  fu n c tio n  a t th e  le v e l o f  th e  b o d y : b e fo re  th ere  vvas a  fa ce , th ere  vvere 

fe a tu r e s  o f  b o d ilin e s s , a  s y n ta x  o f  b o d ilin e ss ; a fte r  th e  fa ce , vve co m e  to  an 

in v is ib le  b e c o m in g , a  b lu r r in g , a sen se  o f  s h a m e  ö v e r  th e  b o d ily  e le m e n ts  

vvhich  a re  novv m e re ly  to le ra te d  as le ft-o v e rs , s in c e  th e  e ssen ce  o f  the lavvs o f 

Povver a re  b a se d  u p o n  th e  in te r p re ta b le  e le m e n ts  o f  a  serip t.



Meaning and Power'

T h e  s tr u c tu r a lis ts ’ id e a l is to  be a b le  to  c a p tu r e  a n y  s itu a tio n , h o w e v e r  

c o m p ie x , in a  s im p le  f o r m u l a -  a fo r m u la  th a t  ca n  be e x p re sse d  in m a th e m a t-  

ica l, a x io m a t ic  fo rm , o r h a n d le d  b y  a C o m p u ter. T h e  m o d e rn  C o m p u ter ca n  

h a n d le  e x tr e m e ly  c o m p le x  p r o b le m s , fo r in s ta n c e  it  c a n  ‘fo r m u la te ’ a p ic tu re . 

T h e  q u e s tio n  is vvh eth er th a t  p ic tu re  is n o t fu n d a m e n ta lly  d iffe re n t fro m  the 

im ag e s  vve p e rc e iv e  in  the ‘n a tu r a P  vvorld. T h e  p ic tu r e  p r o d u c e d  b y  the 

C o m p u te r  h a s  b e e n  re d u c e d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  a  b in a r v  m e s sa g e , a  fo r m u la  th a t  

can  be tra n s m itte d  in  th e  s a m e  vvay as e le c tr ic ity ;  it h as lo st a li the d e p th  a n d  

vvarm th , a li th e  p o s s ib ilit ie s  for re -o rg a n iz a tio n , o f  th e  o r ig in a l. 11 seem s to m e 

th at th e  re d u c tio n s  o f  th e  s tr u c tu r a lis ts  p r o d u c e  a s im ila r  re su lt. W h a t  th ey  

g iv e  b a c k  to  us is c o m p a r a b le  to  a  k in d  o f  te c h n o c r a t ic  v is io n  o f  th e  vvorld; it 

has lo st th e  e sse n ce  o f  th e  b a c k g r o u n d  fro m  vvhich it c a m e . B y  ‘ e s se n c e ’ , I 

m ean  a li th a t re la te s  to d es ire . V V h atever the c o m p le x ity  o f  th e  s itu a tio n  it is 

lo o k in g  a t a n d  o f  the vvay it p ro p o se s  to fo r m a liz e  it, s tru c tu ra lis m  a ssu m e s  

that it c a n  b e  re d u c e d  b y  a s y ste m  o f  b in a r y  n o ta tio n , to  vvhat is ca lle d  in 

sem io tics  d ig ita l iz e d  in fo rm a tio n , vvhich ca n  b e  tra n s fe rre d  to th e  k e y b o a r d  o f  

a tvp evv riter o r  a  C o m p u ter. T h e  h u m a n  sc ie n ce s  th in k  to a c q u ire  s c ie n tific  

statu s b y  fo llo vv in g  vvhat vvas th e  p a th  o f  th e  p u re  s c ie n ce s . (A s  fo r e x a m p le  

vvhen m a th e m a tic s  s o u g h t to m a k e  it s e lf  to ta lly  a x io m a tic  b y  m a k in g  a lg e b ra , 

to p o lo g y , g e o m e tr y , e te . a li d e p e n d e n t on  o n e  a n d  th e  sa m e  fu n d a m e n ta l 

lo g ic, a s in g le  b a s ic  v v r it in g .)

L i n g u i s t i c  a n a l y s t s ,  b y  a n a l y s i n g  a l i  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s o u n d s  a n d  s i g n s ,  h a v e  

t r ie d  t o  p r o d u c e  a  s e r i e s  o f  s y m b o l s  c a p a b l e  o f  e n c o m p a s s i n g  t h e  s t r u e t u r e  o f  

a li  l a n g u a g e s  -  b u t  i n  f a c t  a l i  t h e y  e n d  u p  v v ith  a r e  t h e  f e a t u r e s  s h a r e d  b y  

l a n g u a g e  in  g e n e r a l .  T h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e -  v v h a t  i t  m e a n s ,  a n d  h o v v  v ve  u s e  

i t - e l u d e s  s u c h  f o r m a l i z a t i o n .  I n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  p s y c h i a t r y ,  t o o ,  p e o p l e  h a v e  f o r  a  

İ o n g  t i m e  b e e n  p r o p o s i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  d e s e r i p t i o n s ,  s y s t e m a t i c  t a b l e s  

o f s y m p t o m s  a n d  s y n d r o m e s ,  b u t  v v h a t  h a p p e n s  i n  r e a l  l i f e  n e v e r  q u i t e  f i t s  in  

v v ith  t h i s  s o r t  o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  t o o  m a n y  b o r d e r l i n e  s i t u a t i o n s :  o n e  

c a n  n e v e r  s a y  f o r  c e r t a i n  v v h e t h e r  o n e  is  d e a l i n g  v v it h  a  h y s t e r i c  v v ith  c e r t a i n  

p a r a n o i d  f e a t u r e s  v v h o  b e h a v e s  n o t  u n l i k e  a  s c h i z o p h r e n i c ,  t h o u g h  t h e r e  is  a n

i. A  talk given  at th eD o u g las  H ospital, M on treal, first published in the r e v i Breckes, M ontreal,

■976.



e le m e n t o f  th e  d e p re ss iv e ; a n d  so on , ad infmitum. I t is o n e  th in g  to a n a ly s e  a 

s tru c tu re ; it is a v e r y  d iffe re n t m a tte r  to  p u t  forvvard a  s tr u c tu ra lis t  p h ilo s- 

o p h y , a  s tr u c tu r a lis t  in te rp re ta tio n  th a t ca n  a c c o u n t  e v e n  for th e  m o v e m e n t o f  

o b je c ts , fo r povver r e la tio n s h ip s , p o lit ic a l s itu a tio n s  a n d  in v e stm e n ts  o fd e s ire . 

O b v io u s , o n e  vvould  sa y ; y e t  it is p r e c is e ly  th is th a t F r e u d ia n s  d o , and  

fr e q u e n tly  M a r x is ts  to o , vvhen th ey  ta lk  o f  u n c o n sc io u s  s tru c tu re s  o r e c o n ­

o m ic  s tru c tu re s . T h e y  vvould h a v e  us b e lie v e  th a t th ey  h a v e  fo u n d  the 

d e f in it iv e  a to m ic  fo r m u la , a n d  th at h e n ce fo rth  a li th ey  need  d o  is to in te rv e n e  

vvith an  in te r p re ta tio n  o r  a  vvord o f  c o m m a n d  b a se d  u p o n  th at s tru c tu re , th a t 

fo rm u la . T h is  vvould g iv e  th em  c o n s id e r a b le  povver a n d  im p o r ta n c e . I th in k  

o u r  ansvver m u st be th a t  th e ir  s tru c tu re s  e x ist n o t vvithin th in g s , b u t alongside 

th em . T h e  s tr u c tu ra l a p p r o a c h  is o n e  p r a x is  a m o n g  o th ers, b u t p e rh a p s  n o t 

the m o st fru itfu l o r th e  m o st e ffectiv e .

It is a  q u e s tio n  o f  r e -d e fin in g  th e  p r o b le m  o f  m e a n in g  a n d  s ig n ific a tio n  -  

n o t as s o m e th in g  im p o se d  b y h e a v e n  o r the n a tu re  o f  th in g s , b u t as re su ltin g  

from  the c o ııju ııc t io n  o f  s e m io tic  sy ste m s in c o n fro n ta tio n . W ith o u t  su ch  a 

c o n ju n c tio n  th ere  c a n  be n o  m e a n in g . O n e  ty p e  o f  m e a n in g  is p r o d u c e d  b y 

the se m io tic s  o f  the b o d y , a n o th e r  b y  th e  s e m io tic s  o f  povver (o f  vvhich th ere 

are  m a ııy ) , y e t  a n o th e r  b y  m a c h in ic  s e m io tic s  -  vvhich are  th o se  th a t use 

s ig n s  th a t a re  n e ith e r  s y m b o lic , n o r o f  the o rd e r  o f  th e  s ig n ify in g  sy s te m s  o f  

povver. A li  th ese  d iffe re n t  so rts  o f  m e a n in g  a re  c o n tin u a lly  in tertvv in in g  

vvith ou t its e v e r  b e in g  p o s s ib le  to sa y  th at th ey  re p res en t u n iv e rs a l sign ifi- 

c a tıo n s .
O n e  m a y  sa y  th a t th ere  a re  tvvo ty p e s  o f  p o lit ic a l c o n c e p tio n s  r e la tin g  to 

d es ire . O n  th e  o n e  h a n d , fo r m a lis t  r e a s o n in g  seeks c lu es  from  vvhich to 

g a in  a c c e s s  to its in te r p r e ta tio n , to a h e rm e n e u tic ; on  th e  o th er , an  a p p a r e n t ly  

m ad  re a s o n in g  s ta rts  fro m  th e  n o tio n  th a t u n iv e rs a lity  is to be fo u n d  in the 

d ire c tio n  o f  s in g u la r ity , a n d  th a t s in g u la r ity  ca n  b e c o m e  th e  a u th e n tic  b asis  

fo r a  p o lit ic a l a n d  m ic r o -p o lit ic a l o rg a n iz a t io n  th a t is far m o re  ra tio n a l th an  

vvhat vve h a v e  a t th e  m o m e n t.

L e t  us tak e  as o u r  s ta r t in g  p o in t the e x a m p le  o f  th e  p a tie n t  C a r lo  S te rlin  has 

to ld  us a b o u t. T h r e e  m o n th s  b e fo re  h e r  b ir th , th ere  vvas p r e g n a n c y  v o m itin g  

by th e  m o th e r; a t six  m o n th s , sh e  d e v e lo p e d  fo o d  a lle rg y ; at th ree, vvid esp read  

e c z e m a ; a t  s ix , p r o b le m s  a t  sch o o l; a t  tvventy, a tta c k s  o f  a n x ie ty ; a t th irty , 

n o n -s p e c ifıc  v a g in it is ;  a t fo r ty , sh e a tte m p te d  su ic id e  m o re  th a n  on ce. 

D iffe re n t  s e m io tic  c o m p o n e n ts  vvould seem  to h a v e  b een  a t vvork at e a ch  stage  

o f  th is c lin ic a l h is to ry . In  th e  c a se  o f  the m o th e r ’s v o m itin g , th e  d is tu r b a n c e  

vvas e x p re s s e d  n o t b y  a  lo c a liz e d  s u b je c t, b u t vvas p a sse d  from  o n e  p e rs o n  to 

a n o th e r  -  lik e  th e  o ld  s a v in g  th a t vvhen th e  p a re n ts  d rin k  the c h ild re n  get 

d ru ıık . I s h o u ld  sa y  th a t th is  is a  c a se  o f  a se m io tic  o r g a n iz a t io n  ta k in g  ö ver 

from  a s y m b o lic  fu n c tio n in g . S u c h  s y m b o lic  se m io tics  d o  n ot in v o lv e  a 

d is t in g u is h a b le  s p e a k e r  a n d  h e a re r. VVords d o  n o t p la y  a m a jö r  p a rt, s in ce  the



m e s sa g e  is c a rrie d  n o t v ia  lin g u is t ic  c h a in s , b u t v ia  b o d ies , so u n d s , m im ic ry , 

p o s tu re  a n d  so  on.

F o o d  a lle r g y  a t s ix  m o n th s . I c a n n o t d efin e  th e  d iffe re n ce  betvveen  the 

s e m io tic  e le m e n ts  in v o lv e d  in th is  a lle rg y  a n d  th o se  in v o lv e d  in  th e  m o th e r ’s 

v o m itin g , b u t o n e  th in g  seem s c le a r: in th e  c a se  o f  th e  a lle r g y  th ey  b e c o m e  fa r 

m o re im p o r ta n t. F ro m  b ir th , n o ise s, se n sa tio n s  o f  h e a t an d  co ld , o f  ü g h t, o f  

c o n ta c t , o f  o n e  fa c e  r e s p o n d in g  to a n o th e r , h a v e  b e g u n  to form  th e  c h ild ’s 

vvorld. It re m a in s  to be seen  vvhy th a t nevv w o rld  sh o u ld  s ta y  a tta c h e d  to h er 

skin  -  is it th a t sh e  is re fu s in g  to e n te r  it, o r  to h a v e  a n y th in g  to d o  vvith it?

A t  s ix  y e a r s  o ld , sc h o o l p r o b le m s . T h e s e  o b v io u s ly  re la te  to the u se o f  

la n g u a g e  in so m e  vvay -  n o t ju s t  la n g u a g e  in  g e n e ra l, b u t th e  la n g u a g e  o f  the 

teach er, o f a d u lt  povver. M a n y  p e o p le ’s fu tu re  fa te  is se a le d  in p r im a ry  sch o o l. 

T h e r e  is n o  n eed  to  a d m in is te r  a n  I Q  test to p r e d ic t  in a d v a n c e  th a t so m e 

ch ild re n  vvill n e v e r  g o  to u n iv e r s ity . T h e  sch o o l m a c h in e  m ak es its im p la c a b le  

se le ctio n . VVe a re  novv in  th e  re a lm  o f  s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s , fo r vvith sc h o o l, the 

ch ild  b e c o m e s  su b je c t  to  so c ia l la w s  th at d id  n o t to u c h  u p o n  su ch  th in g s  as 

v o m itin g  a n d  e c z e m a . O n e  c o u ld  n o t r e a s o n a b ly  p u n is h  a  ch ild  for h a v in g  

e czem a  -  b u t n o  o n e  th in k s it vvron g to p u n ish  h e r fo r b e in g  u n a b le  to g e t her 

sum s r ig h t . A  seri es o f  m ic ro -s o c ia l povvers ta k e s  s h a p e - f a m i l y ,  sch o o l, lo c a l 

a u th o r ity  -  e v e n tu a lly  th e  S ta te  povver. A n y  th e r a p is t  vvho to o k  n o  in te re st in 

the c h ild ’s e v e r y d a y  life, a t h o m e  a n d  in o u ts id e  re la tio n s h ip s , a n d  co n ce n - 

trated  o n ly  o n  p u re  s tr u c tu r e s , p u re  s ig n ify in g  c h a in s , c o m p le x e s , s u p p o s e d ly  

u n iversa l p h a s e s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, vvould  b e  s im p ly  re fu s in g  to see th e  essen ce  

o f vvhat vvas h a p p e n in g  a t th e  le v e l o f  re a lity  a n d  o f  th e  e c o n o m y  o f  d es ire .

A t tvventv, a tta c k s  o f  a n x ie ty . T h e s e  c o u ld  be s c h iz o p h r e n ic  sy n d ro m e s  

that m a n ife s t  th em se lv e s  o n ly  a t a c e rta in  p o in t  in  o n e ’s life. S o m e  p sy c h o - 

a n a ly sts  n o vv a d a y s c la im  to  h a v e  fo u n d  s c h iz o p h re n ic s  a t th e  a g e  o f  th re e  or 

four. I d o  n o t see  hovv a n y o n e  c a n  m a k e  su c h  a d ia g n o s is  b e fo re  p u b e r ty . T h e  

sem io tic  fa c to rs  in p u b e rty  (nevv im p re ss io n s , a n x ie ty  tovvards the unknovvn, 

social re p r e s s io n  a n d  so o n ) a re  e n o rm o u s ly  a ffe cte d  b y  su c h  sy n d ro m e s , a n d  

a n alysis  s h o u ld  th erefo re  b e  d ire c te d  to c o n s id e r in g  th e  povver fo rm a tio n s  

that c o rr e s p o n d  to th em : th e  h ig h  s c h o o l, te c h n ic a l sc h o o l, sp o rts  c lu b , le isu re  

a rra n g em e n ts , ete. A t  th is p o in t a  vvhole nevv fa c e t o f  s o c ie ty  th re a te n s  to  

elam p dovvn u p o n  th e  d e s ire  o f  th e  a d o le s c e n t, c u tt in g  h e r o ff fr o m  the vvorld 

and le a d in g  h e r to  tu rn  in  u p o n  h erse lf.

A t  th ir ty , n o n -s p e c ific  v a g in it is . O n c e  a g a in , th e  le v e l h as  c h a n g e d , a n d  it is 

u n d o u b te d ly  m a r ita l p r o b le m s  th a t  a re  in th e  fo refro n t.

A t  fo r ty , a tte m p te d  s u ic id e . T h is  in v o lv e s  h e r in  th e  vvhole a p p a r a tu s  o f  

m edical povver, p o liç e  povver, re lig io u s  povver.

T h is  is a  v e r y  s u m m a r y  s u r v e y  o f  th e  m ain  d ire e tio n s  an  a n a ly s is  m u st take: 

the u n c h a rte d  c o n tin e n t o f  povver fo rm a tio n s , in o th e r  vvords th e  u n c o n sc io u s  

of the s o c iu s  it s e lf  r a th e r  th a n  th e  u n c o n s c io u s  b u rie d  in th e  fo lds o f  th e



in d iv id u a l ’s b ra in , o r e x p re sse d  in s te re o ty p e d  c o m p le x e s . T h e  a n a ly s t  

c a n n o t b e  n e u tr a l tovvards th o se  povver fo rm a tio n s . F o r  in sta n c e , h e c a n n o t 

rest c o n te n t vvith a c t in g  as a s p e c ia lis t  d is c o v e r in g  the a lle rg ie s  th at ca u se  

e c z e m a . It is th e  vvhole a tt itu d e  o f  s p e c ia lis ts  th a t n eed s q u e s tio n in g , the 

w h o le  p o litic s  o f  in te r p r e ta tio n  b ased  on p r e fa b r ic a te d  c o d in g s . T o  a n a ly s e  

s p e c if ic  e le m e n ts  vvhen d e a lin g  vvith a n  e sse n tia l m ic ro -p o lit ic a l p r o b le m  

(vvhich b y  d e fin itio n  c u ts  a c ro ss  a  n u m b e r  o f  q u ite  d iffe re n t a re as) is n o t ju s t  a 

m a tte r  o f  form : it in v o lv e s , first a n d  fo rem o st, th e  p r a c tic e  o f  vvhat I sh o u ld  

d efin e  as a m ic r o -p o lit ic s  r e la tin g  b o th  to th e  o b je c t  o f  s tu d y  or t h e r a p y , and  

to the d e s ire  o f  th o se  vvho c o n d u c t  th e  a n a ly s is .

T h e  s tr u c tu r a lis ts ’ fo r m a lis m  is re d u c tio n is t  in n a tu re  vvhen it co m es to the 

re la tio n s h ip  it e s ta b lis h e s  betvveen vvhat it ca lls  p ro fo u n d  stru c tu re s  a n d  

m a n ife st s tru c tu re s . P a r t ic u la r ly  so  in the c a se  o f  the lin g u is t ic  d o u b le  

a r t ic u la t io n , vvhich co n sis ts  on  the o n e  h a n d  o f  a sy ste m  o f  s ig n s  th a t h a v e  no 

m e a n in g  as su c h  (p h o n e m e s, g ra p h e m e s , s y m b o ls ) , a n d  on  the o th er , o f  

ch a in s  o f  d is c o u rs e  th a t c o n v e y  m e a n in g  (m o n e m es , e te .). I t seem s th a t  for 

th em  th e  fo rm a l le v e l ta k e s  c o n tro l o f  th e  s ig n ific a tio n s , in so m e  vvay 

e n g e n d e r in g  o r p r o d u c in g  th em . B u t s ig n ific a tio n s  d o  not co m e  fro m  h e a v e n , 

n o r  d o  th ey  a rise  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  o u t o f  a s v n ta c t ic a l or s e m a n tic  vvom b. T h e y  

a re  in s e p a r a b le  fro m  th e povver fo rm a tio n s  th a t g e n e ra te  th em  in s h iftin g  

re la tio n s h ip s  o f  povver. T h e r e  is n o th in g  u n iv e rs a l o r a u to m a tic  a b o u t  th em .

In  an  a tte m p t to c la r ifv  th e  sta tu s  o f  the v a r io u s  e n c o d in g  sy ste m s, vvhether 

o r  n o t th e y  p a ss b y  vvay o f  s ig n s  in th e  sen se  d efin e d  b y s tu d e n ts  o fs e m io t ic s  

a n d  lin g u is tic s , I su g g e s t  a series o f  d is t in c tio n s  vvhose e n tire  a im  is to id e n tify  

th e  p r a c t ic a l fu n e tio n in g  o f  vvhat I vvould  c a li sign machines. In  re a lity , 

hovvever, o n e  is alvvays d e a lin g  vvith an  in te rvv e a v in g  o fs e v e r a l su c h  sy ste m s, 

vvith a m ix tu re  o f  s e m io tic s . I b e lie v e  first o f  a li th a t  on e m u st be c a re fu l n o t to 

c o n fu se  n a tu r a l e n c o d in g s  vvith se m io tic  e n c o d in g s .

T h is  first d is t in c tio n  s h o u ld  p re v e n t o u r  a c c e p t in g  the som evvhat m a g ic a l 

re s e m b la n c e s  th a t  s tr u c tu r a lis ts  ten d  to see betvveen la n g u a g e  a n d  ‘n a t u r e ’ , 

vvh ich  rest u lt im a te ly  on  th e  n o tio n  th a t o n e  c o u ld  g a in  co n tro l ö v e r  th in g s  

a n d  s o c ie ty  s im p ly  b y  g a in in g  c o n tro l o f  th e  s ig n s  th ey  set in m o tio n  (like 

g o in g  b a c k  to  th e  a n c ie n t  m a d n e ss  o f  vvitches a n d  c a b b a lis ts , vvith th e ir  

s ta tu e s  a n d  G o le m s ) . O f  c o u rse  th ere  is a  sp h e re  vvhere s ig n s  h a v e  a d ire c t 

e ffect on th in g s  -  in  the g e n u in e  e x p e r im e n ta l s c ie n ce s , vvhich u se b o th  

m a te r ia l te c h n o lo g y  a n d  a  c o m p le x  m a n ip u la t io n  o f  sig n  m a c h in es .

B u t vvhat I sh o u ld  lik e  first to d o  is to re fer a g a in  to  th e  d is t in c tio n  p ro p o se d  

b y  H je lm s le v  b etvveen  the m a te r ia l o f  e x p re s s io n  a n d  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f 

e x p re ss io n . It is the c o n ju n c tio n  o f  d iffe re n t m a te r ia ls  o fe x p r e s s io n  th a t  has 

c h a n g e d  th e  p r a g m a t ic  b e a r i n g o f t h e  m es sa g e . Is e c z e m a  fo rm e d  sc ie n tific a l-  

ly  o r  s e m io lo g ic a lly ?  D o e s  n o n -s p e c ific  r e a c tiv e  v a g in it is , a t p a r t ic u la r  sta g e s  

o f  its d e v e lo p m e n t, h a v e  as its m a jö r  c o m p o n e n t th e  s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s  o f



the so c ia l e n v ir o n m e n t, o r th e  in te rv e n tio n  o f  a n  a -s e m io tic  e n c o d in g  th at 

d e p e n d s  on  v iru s e s , b a c te r ia , ete .?  H o w  m u c h  re la te s  to s o c ia l s itu a tio n s , to 

r e la tio n s h ip s  o f  povver, la n g u a g e , m o n e y , k in sh ip ?  T o  su g g e st th at the 

s ig n ifie r  is every v v h ere  (a n d  th a t c o n s e q u e n tly  in te rp re ta tio n  a n d  tran s- 

fe ren ce  are  e ffe c tiv e  everyv v h ere) is to m iss th e  fa c t th a t e a c h  o f  th ese  e n c o d in g  

c o m p o n e n ts  (vvh eth er se m io tic  o r  n ot) c a n  g a in  povver ö v e r  the s itu a tio n s  a n d  

o b je c ts  c o n fro n tin g  us. O n  th e  c o n tra r y , I b e lie v e  th a t o n e  sh o u ld  n o t be 

d o g m a tic  a b o u t  vvhich m o d e  o fa c c e s s  h as p r io r ity . S u c h  p r io r ity  c a n  em e rg e  

o n ly  fro m  a n a ly s in g  e a ch  p a r t ic u la r  s itu a tio n .

VVe th u s a lr e a d y  h a v e  o u r  first d is tin e tio n  betvveen s ig n  m a ch in es  th a t 

fu n ctio n  b y  c o n s t itu t in g  an  a u to n o m o u s  s e m io lo g ic a l s u b s ta n c e  -  a  la n g u a g e

-  a n d  th o se  th a t fu n c tio n  d ir e c t ly  as a  ‘n a tu ra P  e n c o d in g , in d e p e n d e n t o f  

la n g u a g e . P e rh a p s  it vvould  b e  m o re  c o rr e c t h ere  to  ta lk  o fs ig n a ls  ra th e r  th an  

s ig n s. T h e  d iffe re n c e  betvveen  a  s ig n a l, a h o rm o n a l s ig n a l fo r e x a m p le , a n d  a 

lin g u is tic  s ig n  lies in  th e  fa c t  th a t  the fo r m e r p ro d u c e s  n o s ig n ific a tio n , 

e n g e n d e rs  n o  s ta b le  s y s te m  o f  r e d u n d a n c y  th a t vvould  m a k e  it p o s s ib le  for 

a n y o n e  to see it  as id e n tic a l to  a n y  r e p r e s e n ta tio n .

VVe th en  co m e  to a se co n d  d is t in e tio n . T h e  s ig n ify in g  sy ste m  is p u n e tu a te d  

by s ig n ifie d  r e p r e s e n ta tio n s  a n d  b y  the o b je cts  to vvhich it refers; lin g u ists  teli 

us th a t th e  re la tio n  betvveen  s ig n ifie r  a n d  sig n ifie d  is an  a r b itr a r y  o n e. 

N e v e rth e le s s , th ere  a re  ty p e s  o f  s ig n s th at su sta in  a re la tio n s h ip  o fa n a lo g y  or 

c o rr e s p o n d e n c e  betvveen  th e m se lv e s  a n d  the re p r e s e n ta tio n s  th ey  sig n ify : 

th ese a re  c a lle d  ico n  sig n s. A n  e x a m p le  o f  th ese  is th e  s y m b o ls  on  ro a d  sig n s, 

vvhich d o  n o t in v o lv e  the o p e ra tio n  o f  a l in g u is tic  m a c h in e . E x p e r ts  in 

lin g u istic s  a n d  se m io tics  h a v e  g r a d u a lly  co m e  to  c o n s id e r  th a t ico n s, or 

d ia g r a m s , o r  a n y  o th e r  p r e -v e r b a l m ea n s o f  e x p re s s io n  (g e s tu ra l, ete .) are  

d e p e n d e n t u p o n  the s ig n ify in g  la n g u a g e  a n d  are  o n ly  im p e rfe c t m ea n s o f  

c o m m u n ic a tio n . I b e lie v e  th a t th is is a n  in te lle e tu a lis t  a ss u m p tio n  th at 

b e co m e s e x tr e m e ly  s h a k y  vvhen a p p lie d  to  c h ild re n , th e  m a d , the p r im itiv e  or 

an y  o f  th o se  vvho e x p re ss  th e m se lv e s  in a  se m io tic  re g is te r  th a t I vvould 

e la ssify  as a  s y m b o lic  se m io lo g y .

S y m b o lic  s e m io lo g ie s  ın c lu d e  d a n c e , m im e , s o m a tiz a t io n  o ffe e lin g s  (h a v- 

in g  a  n e rv o u s  b reak d o vvn , b u rs tin g  in to  te a rs ), a li m ea n s  o f  e x p re ss io n  th at 

tak e  a n  im m e d ia te , a n d  im m e d ia te ly  c o m p re h e n s ib le , fo rm . A  c r y in g  c h ild , 

v vh atever its n a t io n a lity , is m a k in g  it c le a r  th a t it is u n h a p p y  vvith ou t the 

b en efit o f  a d ic t io n a r y . I t  h as b e en  s u g g e ste d  th a t su c h  s y m b o lic  se m io tics  

sh o u ld  b e  seen  a s  d e p e n d in g  o n  lin g u is t ic  s e m io tic s , o n  the g ro u n d  th at o n e  

ca n  o n ly  d e c ip h e r , u n d e rs ta n d  a n d  tra n s la te  th em  b y  u s in g  la n g u a g e . B u t 

vvhat d o e s  th a t  p ro ve ?  J u s t  b e c a u s e  w e  u se a n  a e r o p la n e  to tra v e l from  

A m e r ic a  to  E u r o p e , vve d o  n o t s a y  th a t  th ese  tvvo c o n tin e n ts  a re  d e p e n d e n t on 

a v ia tio n . A li  so rts  o f  p e o p le s  h a v e  s u r v iv e d  -  a n d  so m e  stili d o  -  vvith out 

s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s , a n d  in  p a r t ic u la r  vvith ou t a  vvritten  la n g u a g e . T h e ir



s y ste m  o f  e x p re s s io n  (in vvhich vvords a re  in d ire c t  in te ra c tio n  vvith o th er  

fo rm s o fe x p r e s s io n  - r i t u a ) ,  g e s tu r a l, m u s ic a l, ete .) h as c e rta in ly  n o t b een  an y  

th e  p o o r e r  for th a t, I t  is a r g u a b le , in fa c t, th a t so m e p e o p les  re sis te d  the 

c o m in g  o f  a  vvrıtten  la n g u a g e  ( j us t as th ey  re sis te d  th e  in tru s io n  o f  so m e  form s 

o f  te c h n o lo g v )  b e c a u s e  th e y  fe a red  th a t su c h  a  s ig n ify in g  sy ste m  vvould 

d e s tr o y  th e ir  tr a d it io n a l vvay o f  life a n d  m o d e  o f  d es ire . C h ild r e n  a n d  the 

m e n ta lly  ili o ften  e x p re ss  th e  th in g s  th a t m a tte r  m o st to th em  vvith out 

re fe re n c e  to s ig n ify in g  s e m io lo g ie s . E x p e rts , te c h n o c r a ts  o f  the m in d , rep re- 

s e n ta tiv e s  o f  the m e d ic a l o r a c a d e m ic  e s ta b lis h m e n ts  vvill n o t lis te n  to su ch  

fo rm s o f  e x p re s s io n . P s y c h o a n a ly s is  h as  vvorked o u t an  e n tire  sy ste m  o f  

in te r p r e ta tio n  v vh ereb y it c a n  re la te  e v e r y th in g  v vh atever to the s a m e  ra n g e  o f  

u n iv e r s a l re p r e s e n ta tıo n s : a  p in e  tree  is a p h a llu s , it sy m b o liz e s  o rd e r  a n d  so  

o n . B y  im p o s in g  s u c h  sy s te m s  o f  in te r c h a n g e a b il ity  th ese  e x p e rts  tak e  co n tro l 

o f  th e  s y m b o lic  se m io lo g ie s  u sed  b y c h ild re n , th e  m a d  a n d  o th ers  to try  to 

s a fe g u a r d  th e ir  e c o n o m y  o f  d es ire  as b est th ey  ca n . B u t th e  s ig n ify in g  

s e m io lo g y  o f  the r u lin g  e s ta b lis h m e n t vvill n o t le a v e  th em  be: it te lis  them : 

'T h is  is r e a lly  vvhat y o u  vvanted  to  sa y . Y o u  d o n ’ t b e lie v e  m e, b u t th at is 

p r o b a b ly  b e c a u s e  I a m  e x p r e s s in g  m y s e lf  b a d ly . I ’ ll g o  on  a d ju s t in g  m v 

in te r p r e ta tio n  u n til I c a n  g e t y o u  a c tu a lly  to a c c e p t  the p r in c ip le  th at ali y o u r  

s y m b o fic  e x p re ss io n s  a re  u n iv e r s a lly  t r a n s la ta b le . ’ F o r  the p s y c h o a n a lv s t , it 

h a s  novv b e c o m e  a  c r u c ia lly  im p o r ta n t q u e s tio n  o f  povver: a li e x p re ss io n s  o f  

d e s ire  m u st be m a d e  to  co m e  u n d e r  th e  c o n tro l o f  the same in te r p r e ta tiv e  

la n g u a g e . T h is  is h is vvay o f  m a k in g  d e v ia n t  in d iv id u a ls  o f  a li k in d s s u b m it  to 

th e  lavvs o f  the r u lin g  povver, a n d  it is this th a t the p s y c h o a n a ly s t  sp e c ia liz e s  

in .

T h is  b n n g s  us to th e  p ro b le m  o f  the re la tio n  betvveen s ig n ific a tio n  a n d  

povver. A li  s tr a t if ic a t io n s  o f  povver p r o d u c e  a n d  im p o se  s ig n ific a tio n s . In  

c e rta in  e x c e p tio n a l c irc u m s ta n c e s  p e o p le  m a n a g e  to  e sca p e  th is  vvorld o f  the 

d o m in a n t  s ig n if ic a tio n  -  fo r in s ta n c e , a p e rs o n  re c o v e r in g  c o n sc io u sn e ss  a fter 

e le c tro -c o n v u ls iv e  th e r a p y  vvonders vvhere h e is, b u t th en , in a se rie s  o f jo lts ,  

e ro sses b a c k  ö v e r  th e  th re sh o ld  o f  s ig n ific a tio n s . H e  re m e m b e rs  h is  n a m e , and  

g r a d u a ily  fits b a c k  in to  p la c e  ali th e  d iffe re n t a sp e cts  o f  s ig n ific a tio n  o f  the 

vvorld.

P e o p le  re so rt to a lc o h o l o r  d ru g s  in a n  a tte m p t  to  ero ss th is  th re sh o ld  o f  

d o m in a n t  s ig n ific a tio n s  in  the o p p o s ite  d ire e tio n . B u t vvhat e x a c t ly  is this 

threshold, this Crossing point o f  a li th e  v a r io u s  sy ste m s o f  r e d u n d a n c y , 

e n c o d in g  a n d  s ig ııs  o f  a li so rts?  W h a t  is it th a t vve p u t on e v e r y  m o rn in g  vvhen 

vve g e t u p  -  id e n tity , sex , p ro fe ssio n , n a t io n a lity  a n d  so on? T h a t  th re sh o ld  

c o n sis ts  o f  th e  r e -c e n tr in g  o f  th e  v a r io u s  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  s y m b o lic  e x p re ss io n  

( th e  vvorld o fg e s tu r e s ,  so u n d s , b o d ie s ), o f  e v e r y th in g  in  th e  e c o n o m y  o f  d es ire  

th a t is th r e a te n ın g  to  b re a k  o u t o n  its ovvn. ‘C o m e  on novv, p u ll y o u rs e lf  

to g e th e r . T h e r e  y o u  a re , in th is  p a r t ic u la r  m a r r ia g e , th is p a r t ic u la r  jo b .  Y o u



a re  re s p o n s ib le  fo r y o u r  o w n  a c tio n s . T h e r e  a re  a li so rts  o f  th in g s  y o u  ca n  do, 

s ta r t in g  vvith fu c k in g  u p  y o u r s e lf  a n d  e v e r y th in g  a ro u n d  y o u  . . S ig n ifi-  

ca tio n  is alvvays a n  e n c o u n te r  betvveen  the fo r m a liz a tio n  o f  sy ste m s o fv a lu e s ,  

o f  in te r c h a n g e a b il ity  a n d  o f  ru le s  o f  c o n d u c t, b y  a p a r t ic u la r  s o c ie ty  a n d  a n  

e x p re ss io n  m a c h in e  vvhich in it s e lf  h as n o  m e a n in g  -  vvhich is, let us sa y , 

a - s ig n i f y in g -  th a t a u to m a t ic a lly  p ro d u c e s  the b e h a v io u r , th e  in te rp re ta tio n s , 

the re sp o n s es  vvanted  b y  th e  sy ste m .

T h e  s y ste m  o f  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n , in tro d u c e d  b y  M a r tin e t , m ask s the 

p ro fo u n d  d is p a r ity  betvveen  th e  fo r m a l i z a t io n  o p e ra tin g  a t th e  le v e l o f  co n te n t 

an d  th a t  o p e r a t in g  at th e  le v e l o f  fo r m . A t  th e  la tte r  (vvhich M a r t in e t  c a lls  the 

le v e l o f  the s e c o n d  a r t ic u la t io n ) , th e  so u n d s , th e  sy ste m s o f  d is t in c tiv e  

o p p o sitio n s  o r th e  a -s ig n ify in g  fig u res  o f  H je lm s le v , fo rm  an e x tr e m e ly  

e ffe ctiv e  m a c h in e , vvhat I vvould  ca li a d i a g r a m m a t i c  m a c h in e , th a t se ize s  

u p o n  a li th e  C r e a t iv e  o p e r a t io n s  o f  la n g u a g e  a n d  im p r is o n s  th em  in  on e 

p a r t ic u la r  s y n ta x . A t  vvhat h e c a lls  th e  le v e l o f  th e  first a r t ic u la t io n , o f  vvritten 

vvords, se n te n c e s , s e m a n tic  a n d  p r a g m a tic  in te rp re ta tio n s , th ere  tak es p la c e  

the c o n ju n c tio n , th e  r e -c e n tr in g  a n d  th e  h ie r a r c h iz a tio n  o f  a li povver fo rm a - 

tion s so  as to o r g a n iz e  a  s p e c if ic  ty p e  o f  e q u iv a le n c e s  a n d  o f  s ig n ific a tio n s . T h e  

lin g u is t ic  m a c h in e  is th ere  to s y s te m a tiz e  o r ‘s tr u c tu r a liz e ’ th o se  povver 

fo rm a tio n s ; it is b a s i c a l l y  a  to o l fo r th e  u se o f  th e  lavv, m o r a l i t y ,  C a p it a l, 

re lig io n , ete. F ro m  th e  first, vvords a n d  p h ra se s  g e t th e ir  m e a n in g o n ly  b y  vvay 

o f  a p a r t ic u la r  s y n ta x , a r h e to r ic  th a t  is te rr ito r ia liz e d  u p o n  e a c h  o f  th ese lo c a l 

povver fo r m a tio n s . B u t o n ly  th e  u se  o f  a m o re  g e n e r a l la n g u a g e  th a t o v er- 

e n co d e s a li th ese  lo c a l la n g u a g e s  a n d  d ia le e ts  m a k e s  it p o s s ib le  for a  so c ia l 

and  e c o n o m ic  s ta te  m a c h in e  to  s e iz e  povver at a  m o re  to ta lita r ia n  le v el. It is to 

the e x te n t th a t  th e  tvvo k in d s  o f  fo r m a liz a tio n  (th a t o f  th e  lin g u is t ic  m a c h in e  

as an a -s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e , a n d  th a t  o f  povver fo r m a tio n s  as th e  p r o d u c e rs  o f  

sig n ifie d  co n te n t)  b e c o m e  in te r lin k e d  v ia  a s ig n ify in g  la n g u a g e  th a t vve g e t a 

m e a n in g fu l vvorld -  th a t is to s a y  a re a lm  o f  s ig n ific a tio n  in  h a rm o n y  vvith th e  

so c ia l, e c o n o m ic  a n d  m o ra l c o o rd in a te s  o f  th e  r u lin g  povver.

S tr u c tu ra lis ts , e s p e c ia lly  A m e r ic a n  s tr u c tu r a lis ts , a re  not in te re ste d  in 

socia l o r ig in s  u n d e r ly in g  th e  fo r m a liz a tio n  o f  s ig n ific a tio n s , an d  d a im  th a t 

th ey a r is e  fro m  p r o fo u n d  s e m io tic  s tru c tu re s . I t  is h a rd  to s a y  vvhere th ey  

th in k  th e  m e a n in g  co m es  fro m  -  it seem s to  h a v e  la n d e d  o u t o f  th e  b lu e . L e t  

m e s a y  a g a in  th a t  m e a n in g  n e v e r  co m es  fro m  la n g u a g e  as su ch , fro m  

p ro fo u n d  s y m b o lic  s tru c tu re s  o r  th e  m a th e m a tic s  o f  th e  u n c o n sc io u s . M e a n ­

in g  is d e te rm in e d  b y v e r y  rea l so c ia l povver fo r m a tio n s  th a t can  b e  id e n tifie d  

b y  a n y o n e  vvho ca re s  to tak e  th e  tro u b le  to  d o  so. S u p p o s e  I co m e  in to  the 

room  vvearin g  a lo n g  govvn: in  it s e lf  it m ea n s n o th in g , b u t i f  I am  d o in g  it to 

shovv th a t  I a m  a tra n s v e s tite  it d o es m ea n  so m e th in g . I fe v e r y o n e  e lse  p res en t 

is a lso  a tr a n s v e s tite , th ere  is n o p ro b le m ; b u t if, s a y , a  c o n fe re n c e  o f  e le rg y  

vvearin g ca sso c k s  is ta k in g  p la c e , th en  it w iil h a v e  q u ite  a  d iffe re n t m e a n in g .



In  a m e n ta l h o s p ita l, it c o u ld  be in te rp re te d  d iffe re n tly  a g a in : ‘ H e ’s n o t too 

w e ll to d a y  -  w e a r in g  a d re ss  a g a in . ’ In  o th e r  vvords for a m an  to w e a r  a sk irt 

m ea n s o n e  th in g  i f  h e is a ju d g e  o r a p riest, a n o th e r  i f  he is a lu n a tic , yet 

a n o th e r  i f  he is a tra n s v e s tite . S ig n ific a tio n  is a h v a v s  in s e p a r a b le  fro m  the 

povver p o s itio n . S u p p o s e  y o u  vvere to b r in g  y o u r  sh it to so m e o n e  on  a d ish : 

o r d in a r v  p e o p le  vvould fin d  it m e a n in g le s s  a n d  d is g u s tin g , b u t to a th e ra p ist it 

co u ld  be a g o o d  sig n . It w o u ld  re p r e s e n t a g ift, o r  an  im p o rta n t m e s sa g e  w h ic h  

th e  p s v c h o a n a ly s t  w o u ld  u n fo rtu n a te ly  ten d  to a d a p t  to fit his o w n  sy ste m  o f  

in te rp re ta tio n s  ( ;H e ’s try in g  to e x p la in  his tra n s fe re n ce , I am  his m o th e r, he 

is r e g r e s s in g  . . e te .) .

In  m o d e rn  so c ie tie s  (b e  th ey  c a p ita lis t  o r b u r e a u c r a t ic  s o c ia lis t) , a li 

s v m b o lic  se m io lo g ie s  are  c e n tre d  u p o n  th e  e d u c a t i ı ıg o f  the vvork fo rce. T h is  is 

a  p ro c e s s  th a t  s ta rts  in in fa n e y : vve set o u rse lv e s  v e r y  e a r ly  on  to d o  b a tt le  vvith 

the c h ild ’s ovvn lo g ic  a n d  m e th o d s  o f  s e m io tiza tio n . T h e  ch ild  is c o n tin u a lly  

b e in g  d r iv e n  from  s id e  to s id e  b y  c o n tr a d ic to r y  povver sy ste m s, s ta r t in g  vvith 

h is ovvn povver ö v e r  h im se lf, h is g if ts , h is ovvn fe e lin g s , his w ish  to ru n , h is vvish 

to d r a w -  a li o f  vvhich a re  in c o n tra d ic t io n  vvith h is vvish to b e c o m e  an  a d u lt. 

O n  to p  o f  a li this th ere  a re  th e  c o n s tra in ts  th a t b u rd e n  th e  povver re la tio n s  o f  

th e  fa m ily  a n d  in d ir e c t ly  b u rd e n  h im  too. T h e r e  is a vvhole m a z e  o f  c o n tr a d ic ­

to ry  povvers th ro u g h  vvhich  th e  ch ild  m u st th re a d  his vvay in o rd e r  to d e v e lo p  

h is ovvn se m io tic  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  d es ire , to d is c ip lin e  th em , to b en d  th em  to the 

d ire e tio n  d e c re e d  b y  th e  s ig n ify in g  se m io lo g ie s  o f  the d o m in a n t povver -  in 

o th e r  vvords, to c a s tr a te  th em . S o m e tim e s  th e  e n tire  sy ste m  s h a tte rs , an d  

th ere  is c o n fu s io n , p a n ic , n e u ro sis , the v is it  to th e  p s y c h ia tr is t  a n d  a li the rest.

T h e  th ird  d is t in c tio n  I h a v e  s u g g e ste d  is betvveen s ig n ify in g  a n d  a- 

s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s . F o llo v v in g  C h a r le s  S a n d e rs  P e irc e , se m io tic ia n s  h av e  

c o n c lu d e d  th a t  th e  s y ste m  o f  im a g e s  (ico n s) a n d  the sy ste m  o f  d ia g r a m s  

s h o u ld  be b r o u g h t to g e th e r  u n d e r  a s in g le  h e a d in g , sin ce  fo r th em  a d ia g r a m  

is n o m o re  th an  a s im p lif ie d  im a g e . B u t an  im a g e  re p res en ts  at o n ce  m o re  a n d  

less th an  a  d ia g r a m : an  im a g e  re p ro d u c e s  a g re a t m a n v  a sp e cts  th a t a 

d ia g r a m  d o e s  n o t in e lu d e  in  its re p r e s e n ta tio n , vvhile a  d ia g r a m  in e lu d e s  -  far 

m o re  p r e c is e ly  a n d  e ffic ie n tly  th an  an  im a g e  -  th e  a rtic u la tio n s  v vh ereb y a 

s y ste m  o p e ra te s . In  m y vievv, th erefo re , o n e  m u st s e p a ra te  the tvvo, p la c in g  

th e  im a g e  a lo n g s id e  s y m b o lic  se m io tic s , a n d  m a k in g  d ia g r a m m a tis m  a 

s e m io tic  c a te g o r y  on  its ovvn, a  c a te g o r y  o fa -s ig n ifv in g  s e m io t ic s -v v h ic h  is o f  

th e  u tm o st im p o r ta n c e  b e c a u s e  it is vvhat vve see a t vvork in the vvorld o f  the 

sc ie n c e s , o f  m u sic , o f  th e  e c o n o m y  a n d  elsevvhere. A -s ig n ify in g , o r d ia g r a m ­

m a tic , s e m io tic s  p r o d u c e  n o t re d u n d a n c ie s  o f  s ig n ific a tio n , b u t m a c h in ic  

re d u n d a n c ie s  (th e se  a re  vvhat lin g u is ts  re fer to vvhen th ey  ta lk  o f  re la tio n a l 

s ig n if ic a tio n s ) . T o  e x p la in  vvhat h e m ea n s  b y  a  d ia g r a m , P e irc e  g iv e s  the 

e x a m p le  o f  a  te m p e r a tu r e  c u rv e , o r, at a m o re  c o m p le x  le v e l, a  s y ste m  o f 

a lg e b r a ic  e q u a t io n s . T h e  s ig n s  fu n c tio n  in p la c e  o f  the o b je c ts  th e y  re la te  to,



in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  a n y  effects  o f  s ig n ific a tio n  th at m a y  e x is t  a lo n g s id e  th em . 

T h is  is as th o u g h  the id e a! vvould  be fo r d ia g r a m m a tic  s ig n  m a c h in e s  to lose 

ali th e ir  n a tu ra ! in e rtia , to  g iv e  u p  a li th e  m a n ifo ld  v a lu e s  th a t  can  e x ist in 

s y m b o lic  sy ste m s or s ig n ify in g  sy ste m s: the sig n  b e co m e s so re fin ed  th at th ere  

are no lo n g e r  th ir ty -s ix  p o s s ib le  in te rp re ta tio n s , b u t a s in g le  d e s ig n a tio n  vvith 

an e x tr e m e ly  p rec is e  a n d  r ig id  s y n ta x . In  p h y s ic s , fo r in sta n c e , on e ca n  

alvvays c re a te  for o n e s e lf  o n e 's  ovvn re p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  a to m s o r p a rtic le s , b u t 

such a re p re s e n ta tio n  vvould n o t fig ü re  in  s c ie n tific  s e m io tiza tio n .

N o n -s ig n ify in g  s e m io tic s  ca n  b r in g  in to  p la y  sy ste m s o f  sign s th a t, th o u g h  

they m a y  in c id e n ta lly  h a v e  a  s y m b o lic  o r a  s ig n ify in g  effect, h a v e  n o  

co n n ectio n  vvith th a t sy m b o lis m  o r  s ig n ific a tio n  as fa r as th eir  s p e c ific  

fu n ctio n in g  is co n c e rn e d . S y m b o lic  se m io tics , lik e  s ig n ify in g  se m io tics , d e r iv e  

their e ffe c tiv e n e ss  fro m  th e ir  d e p e n d e n c e  on  a p a r t ic u la r  a -s ig n ify in g  

m ach in e. It s h o u ld  be m a d e  c le a r  th a t n o n -s ig n ify in g  sig n  m a c h in e s  in e v e ry  

sphere ten d  to e lu d e  the te r r ito r ia lid e s  o f  the b o d y , o f  s p a c e , o f  th e  povver o f  

society , a n d  th e  c o m p le x u s  o fs ig n if ic a tio n s  th a t th ey  c o n ta in . T h e y  are  in fa c t 

the m o st d e -te rr ito r ia liz e d  o f  a li. F o r  e x a m p le : a  ch ild  vvakes up a n d  com - 

plaitıs o f  feetin g  ili, vvh ereup on  h is  m o th e r  c o n c lu d e s  th a t h e d oes n o t vvant to 

go to sc h o o l. T h e n , c h a n g in g  k e y , sh e  d e c id e s  to c a li the d o c t o r -  vvho a lo n e  

can a c tu a lly  s a y , ‘Y o u r  ch ild  is n o t to g o  to  s c h o o l.’ S h e  h as  sh ifte d  first fro m  a  

sy m b o lic  se m io lo g y  o p e r a t in g  at th e  le v e l o f  the c h ild ’ s b o d y  to a s ig n ify in g  

sem io lo g y  at th e  le v e l o f f a m ilia l  povver, a n d  th en  on  t o a  fu rth e r  le v e l vvh e re a  

povver m a c h in e  step s in vvith fo r m id a b le  so c ia l a n d  te e h n ie a l e ffe ctiv e n e ss . A t  

each o f  th ese  sh ifts , o n e  te r r ito r ia lity  h as  b een  a b a n d o n e d  fo r a n o th e r  th at 

offers g r e a te r  sc o p e  fo r n o n -s ig n ify in g  sig n  m a c h in e s . A  d ia g r a m m a tic  

m ach in e, th e  p res u m e d  sc ie n c e  o f  the d o c to r , d isso lv e s  th e  d ia g r a m m a tic  

, m achine o f  the povver o f  th e  sc h o o l, vvhich  h as a lr e a d y  p a rtly  o v e r r id d e n  the 

povver o f  the fa m ily .

T h e  vvhole fa b r ic  o f  the c a p ita lis t  vvorld c o n sists  o f  th is  k in d  o f  flu x  o f  

| d e-te rrito r ia lize d  s ig n s  -  m o n e y  a n d  e c o n o m ic  sig n s, s ig n s  o f  p res tig e  a n d  so 

on. S ig n ific a tio n s , so c ia l v a lu e s  (th o se  o n e  c a n  in te rp re t, th a t is) ca n  be seen  

[ at the le v e l o f  povver fo r m a tio n s , b u t, e s s e n tia lly , c a p ita lis m  d ep e n d s  u p o n  

, n o n -sig n ify in g  m a c h in e s . T h e r e  is, fo r in sta n c e , n o m e a n in g  in the u p s a n d  

downs o f  th e  s to c k  m a rk e t; c a p ita lis t  povver, a t the e c o n o m ic  le v e l, p ro d u c e s  

no sp e c ia l d is c o u rs e  o f  its ovvn, b u t s im p ly  seeks to c o n tro l th e  n o n -s ig n ify in g  

sem iotic m a c h in e s , to m a n ip u la te  th e  n o n -s ig n ify in g  co g s  o f  th e  sy ste m . 

C a p ita lism  g iv e s  e a c h  o f  us o u r  p a r t ic u la r  ro le  -  d o c to r , c h ild , te a c h e r, m an , 

vvoman, h o m o s e x u a l -  a n d  it  is u p  to  us to a d a p t  o u rse lv e s  to the sy ste m  o f  

sign ification  a rr a n g e d  for e a c h  o f  u s. B u t a t  the le v e l o f  rea l povver, it is n e ve r 

this ty p e  o f  ro le  th a t is a t issu e; povver d o e s  n o t h a v e  to be id e n tifie d  vvith th e  

direetor o r  th e  m in is te r  -  it o p e ra te s  in  re la tio n sh ip s  o f  f in a n c e  a n d  fo rce , a n d  

am ong d iffe re n t  p res su re  g ro u p s . A -s ig n ify in g  m a c h in e s  d o  not re c o g n ize



a g e ııts , in d iv id u a ls , ro les or e v e n  c le a r ly  d efin e d  o b je c ts . B y  th is v e r y  fa ct th ey  

a c q u ir e  a k in d  o f  o m n ip o te n c e , m o v in g  a cro ss  the s ig n ific a tio n  sy ste m s w ith in  

vvhich indiv id u a l a g e n ts  re c o g n iz e  a n d  b e co m e  a lie n a te d  from  o n e  a n o th e r. 

C a p ita lis m  h as n o  v is ib le  b e g in n in g  o r en d .

T h e r e  is n o  m o m e n t w h e n  w e  a re  n o t e n c irc le d  b y  p o w e r  fo r m a tio n s . In  o u r 

s o c ie tie s  p e o p le  m u st n o t g e s t ic u la te  o v e rm u c h ; w e  m u st e a ch  s ta y  in o u r 

p r o p e r  p la c e , sig n  o n  th e  d o tte d  lin e , r e c o g n iz e  th e  s ig n a ls  vve are  g iv e n  -  an d  

a n y  fa ilu re  m a y  la n d  us u p  in p r iso n  o r h o sp ita l. R a th e r  th a n  lo o k in g  u p o n  the 

s c h ız o p h r e n ic  as s o m e o n e  vvho is p a ra ly s e d  in sid e  his ovvn b o d y  a n d  n eed s to 

be lo o k e d  a fte r, it m ig h t  b e  b e tte r  to try  to see  (ra th e r  th an  in te rp re t)  hovv he 

fu n c tio n s  in  the so c ia l s itu a tio n  h e h as to  c o n te n d  vvith, a n d  vvhat are  the 

tr a n s v e r s a l, d ia g r a m m a tic  p ro b le m s  he is fa c in g  us vvith. It is n o t a m a tte r  o f  

a p iııg  s c h iz o p h r e n ic s , p la y in g  at c a ta to n ic s , b u t o f  d is c o v e r in g  hovv a  m ad  

p e rs o n , a  c h ild , a  h o m o s e x u a l, a  p ro s titu te , ete. sh ifts the c o m p o n e n ts  o f 

d es ire  a b o u t in th e  so c ia l a re n a  vvhile vve, th e  ‘ n o r m a l’ , tak e  ca re  to let vvell 

a lo n e . VVhat d o e s  it m a tte r  to  us vvh eth er d ra m a s  o f  a  s y m b o lic  (p re -sig n ifi-  

c a n t)  o rd e r  o r  a  p o s t-s ig n if ic a n t  o rd e r  a re  b e in g  a c te d  o u t in th e  b o d y  o f  a 

lu n a t ic , a  c h ild  o r a n y o n e  e lse? Is  it o u r  jo b  to ‘a d ju s t ’ su ch  p e o p le  so th a t th ey 

fit in to  th e  vvorld, to  ‘ t r e a t ’ d e v ia n c e ?  VVhat d o  vve m ea n  vvhen vve ta lk  o f 

tr e a tin g  a s c h iz o p h re n ic ?  O n e  vvonders vvh eth er it is m o re  a m a tte r  o f  his 

b e in g  th ere  to c h a lle n g e  us th a n  o f  o u r  b e in g  th ere  to  look a fte r h im . VVhen I 

ta lk  a b o u t  'u s ’ , I d o  not ju s t  m ean  us as in d iv id u a ls  ( th o u g h , in fa c t, i f  you  

h a v e  a  d isc u s s io n  vvith a  s c h iz o p h r e n ic  so o n  a fte r  a fa m ily  q u a r r e l, y o u  find 

y o u r s e lf  s ta r t in g  to  th in k  o n  q u ite  d iffe re n t lin es -  a th e r a p e u tic  e x p e r ie n c e ) , 

b u t ‘ u s ’ as the vvhole so c ia l c o n te x t. T h e  s c h iz o p h r e n ic  is flo u n d e rin g  in a 

vvorld in vvhich  r e la tio n s h ip s  o f  sig n s, o r p r o d u e tio n s  o f  s ig n ific a tio n , far 

o u ts tr ip  o u r in d iv id u a l m a d n e ss e s  a n d  n e u ro se s.
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Causality, Subjectivity and History1

ı .  H isto ry  an d  th e S ig n ify in g  D eterm in atio n

M is c o n c e p tio n s  a b o u t  th e  s u b je c tiv ity  o f  h is to ry  a rise  fro m  th e  fa c t th a t o n e  

ten ds vvith o u t n o tic in g  it to  p o se  the p r o b le m  o f  a  s u b je c t  -  w h e th e r  to  a ffirm  

or d e n y  th a t  th ere  is o n e  -  as th e  s u b je c t  th a t p ro d u c e s  u tte r a n c e  o fd is c o u r s e  

and  a c tio n s  r e la t in g  to h is to ry , r a th e r  th an  e n v is a g in g  it s im p ly  as the su b je c t 

o f  u tte r a n c e s  as w e  re c e iv e  th em . T h a t  th ere  is a s u b je c t  o f  h is to ry  is n o t in 

d isp u te ; it is th e  s u b je c t  th a t  is c o n s titu te d  b y , a n d  re m a in s  th e  p r is o n e r  of, 

re p e tit iv e  s tr u c tu r e s , s ig n ify in g  c h a in s  w o u n d  b a c k  a ro u n d  th em se lv e s. T h e  

vvorking c la ss , fo r e x a m p le , as a lie n a te d  s u b je c tiv ity , b e c o m e s  the c la ss  o f  

class vvords -  in  o th e r  vvords the c la ss  o f  u tte r a n c e s , p r o d u c in g , in a  g iv e n  a re a  

o f h is to r ic  u tte r a n c e , s ig n if ic a tio n s  for su c h  te rm s as ‘ c la s s ’ , a n d  ‘ c la ss  

s tr u g g le ’ -  vvh ereas it s h o u ld  b e a r  vvith in  it th e  h is to r ic  d e s tin y  o f  abolishing the 

d iv is io n  o f  s o c ie ty  in to  c la sse s . In d e e d , in a  c e rta in  tim e a n d  p la c e , th ere  is a 

s p e c ia l vvay in vvhich th e  vvord is sp o k e n , a  r e in fo r c e m e n t o f  the stress , so  th a t 

the vvord it s e lf  tak e s  on  a  p a r t ic u la r  c la ss . In  th e  vvorkers’ m o v e m e n t the vvord 

‘c la s s ’ u sed  c u r r e n tly  as a n  a b b r e v ia t io n  fo r ‘vvo rk in g  c la s s ’ is p ro n o u n c e d  

q u ite  d iffe r e n tly  fro m , sa y , a  c la ss  a t sch o o l.

E v e r y  m o d e  o f  th o u g h t th u s  h as  its o w n  in it ia to r y  c o d e  o f  m e to n y m s, vvith 

p a r t ic u la r  m e a n in g s  g iv e n  to  ‘ P a r t y ’ , ‘ th e  O ld  M a n ’ , o r  e v e n  ‘4 4 ’ .2 W e  m ig h t 

take as a  s ta r t in g  p o in t s o m e th in g  L a c a n  sa id  in h is first S e m in a r  o f  1 9 6 5 -6 : 

‘O n e  n e ed  o n ly  s a y  in p a s s in g  th a t, in p s y c h o a n a ly s is , h is to ry  is a  d iffe re n t 

d im e n sio n  fro m  th a t o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, a n d  th a t  it is a  m ista k e  to try  to  id e n tify

1. Sections ı , 2 and 3 ali sum m arize lectures w ith the discussion that follovved each one. T h e  first 

t w o w cre given  to the T h e o r y  C o m m ittee ’ o f  the F G E R I  (Federation o f  institutional S tu d y  and 

Research G rou p s). In O cto b er 1965, som e dozen groups, w orking along the lines o f institutional 

analysis, federated vvithin the F G E R I :  they consisted o f  about three hundred psychiatrists, 

psychoanalysis, psychologısts, nurses, academ ics, teachers, urban  studies people, architects, 

econom ists, m em bers o f  cooperatives, film -m akers and so on.

T h e  C  E R  F I (C entre for institutional S tu d y, R esearch and T ra in in g ), a m em ber o f  the F G E R I ,  

publishes the revievv Rec/ıerches, and a series o f Cahiers de recherches\ the C E R F I  also com m issions 

various pub lıc  and private bodies to produ ce specialized studies (on plant, cooperation, heaith, 

education and so on).
2. T h e  ‘O ld  M a n ’ could ap p ly  eq u ally  to Lenin. Stalin o rT ro tsk y ; 44 rue L e P eletierin  Paris is the 

headquarters o f  the C om m un ist Party C en tra l C om m ittee.



th em . H is to r y  o n ly  tak es p la c e  a g a in s t  the g ra in  o f d e v e lo p m e n t - a  fa c t vvhich 

m a y  be to th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  h is to ry , as to S cien ce, i f  it w a n ts  to  e s c a p e  the 

e v e r -p r e s e n t in flu e n c e  o f  a  p r o v id e n tia l e x p la n a tio n  o f  its m o v e m e n t.’3 N ow , 

vvhat I c a li h is to ry  is vvhat L a c a n  c a lls  d e v e lo p m e n t. T h e  h is to ry  he ta lk s  o fis  

a  h is to r y  th a t d o e s  n o t e v e n  tr o u b le  to  b e d ia le c t ic a i ,  it is h is to ry  c o n sid e re d  at 

th e  le v e l o f  s u b je c tiv ity  a t  th e  p o in t  vvhere u tte r a n c e  in te rv e n e s . C o n s id e re d  

th u s, th e  s ig n if ie r  h as  n o  h is to ry ; it is n o t in tim e; it b e lo n g s  to  th e  o rd e r  o f 

s tr u c tu re  in th a t at a  ce rta in  le v e l th ere  is n o th in g  m o re  w e  ca n  s a y  o f  it; it is an 

a -h is to r ic a l ravv m a te r ia l o f  m e a n in g le s s n e s s  c o n s t itu t iv e  o f  h is to ric  s ig n ific a ­

tion s: p u r e ly  th e  efFect o f  in te r fe re n c e  o r  re so n a n c e , a n  a c c id e n t  o f  c ircu m - 

s ta n c e  th a t  c a n  o n ly  b e  se e n  vvith h in d s ig h t  to  h a v e  b e en  th e  s ta rt  o f  a  series.

M u s t  o n e  c o n c lu d e  fro m  th is  th a t  t im e  c a n  b e  b ro k e n  u p  in to  as m an y 

o rd e rs  o f  t im e  as th e re  a re  o rd e rs  o f  m a n ife s ta tio n , te m p o ra lit ie s  sp e c if ic  to 

e a c h  le v e l o f  p r o d u c tio n  r e la tio n s , o f  th e  e c o n o m y , o f  h is to ry  (in the u sual 

sen se) a n d  so  o n ?  T h e r e  vvould  b e  a  th o u s a n d  te m p o ra lit ie s  to  m a tc h  a 

th o u s a n d  a re a s  o f  h is to ry , S cien ce  a n d  te c h n o lo g y , b u t th e y  vvould  a li be 

r e g u la te d  b y  th e  s tili, s ile n t  b e a t in g  o f  an  o rd e r  o f  p u re  s ig n ific a n c e , a 

c r y s ta llin e  s tr u c tu r e  s ta n d in g  a p a r t  fro m  h is to ry  a n d  c o n s t itu t in g  its fo u n d a- 

tion  -  a k in d  o f  nevv in fr a s tr u c tu re  e m e rg in g  a fte r  th e  b a n k r u p tc y  o f  the 

ou tvvorn  o n e  vve h ad  b u ilt  o n  M a r x is m . W e  c o u ld  c a li th is  O p e ra tio n  

A lth u s s e r :  th e y  g iv e  y o u  as m a n y  te m p o ra lit ie s  as y o u  lik e , b u t it  is u p  to  you  

to vvork o u t  a  s y n c h r o n iz a t io n . A n d  y o u  n e v e r  vvill. I t  is a  tr ic k  th a t e n ab les 

A lth u s s e r ia n s  to be S ta lin is t  in p o l i t i k ,  K a n tia n  in  p h ilo s o p h y , L a c a n ia n  in 

p s y c h o a n a ly s is  a n d  so  on . A n d  vvhere is  th e  p h a llu s , th e  ‘ p a d d in g ’ betvveen 

th e  d iffe re n t le v e ls?  I t  is A lth u s s e r  h im se lf, a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  his feliovvs, the 

p r ie s ts  o f  p u r e  th e o r y , th e  u lt im a te  g u a r a n to r s  th a t  c o n c e p ts  a re  s c ie n tific .

T h e r e  is g r e a t  e le g a n c e  in  th u s  s h a tte r in g  h is to ry  in to  fr a g m e n ts  and  

h a n d in g  ö v e r  o n e  to  b e  d e a lt  vvith b y  e p is te m o lo g ic a l sp e c ia lis ts !  B u t h isto ry  

it s e lfd is a p p e a r s  in  th e  p r o c e s s . T o  m e, h is to r y — th e  h is to ry  m a d e , a rt ic u la te d  

a n d  re m e m b e re d  b y  h u m a n  b e in g s  — is a  s u b je c t. T h e r e  is a  lim it b eyo n d  

vvhich  o n e  c a n n o t  g o  in  th e  ‘d e - r e a liz a t io n ’ o f  h is to ry , fo r h is to ry  h as a  ce rta in  

re s id u a l re a lism . T h is  im p r e g n a b le  r e a lity  is th e  c o n tin g e n t fa c t th a t  it is 

h u m a n  b e in g s  a lo n e  th a t m a k e  a n d  re c o u n t it, a n d , v vh a te v er m a y  b e  th eir 

rig h ts  a n d  vvron gs, th o se  h u m a n  b e in g s  a re  in th e  re a l vvorld. W h a t  th e y  say  

m a y  be a c c e p te d  o r  re je c te d , b u t i f  y o u  a c c e p t  it  th en  y o u  m u st a ls o  a c c e p t 

u n r e s e rv e d ly  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  a  h is to r ic a l re a lis m  th a t c a n n o t b e  c u t  u p  into 

s lic e s . H is to r ic a l m a te r ia lis m  c e r ta in ly  d o es n o t in v o lv e  tu rn in g  tim e  itse lf 

in to  a n  e n tity , T h a t  is a  v e r y  d iffe re n t m a tte r . T o  s a y  th a t  th e  su m  o f 

u tte r a n c e s  re p r e s e n ts  a  re a l h is to r ic a l o b je c t  d o e s  n o t m ea n  th a t  tim e  is a 

th in g .

3. Ja cq u es  L a can , £crits, p. 875.



M a n  se e m s to  ta k e  it  u p o n  h im s e lf  to  p la y  a b o u t  w ith  te m p o r a liz a tio n  an d  

use it as h e vvishes; b u t o n c e  h e  h a s  d o n e  so , th en  h e n o  lo n g e r  h as  a n y  c h o i c e -  

he h as  to  l iv e  w ith  w h a t  h e ^ a s  m a d e . T h e  sa m e  is tru e  o f  C a p it a l:  it is n o  

lo n g er a n  o p t io n a l c a te g o r y  from  vvhich fr in g e  e c o n o m ie s , or  p la n n e d  eco n - 

o m ies, c a n  o p t  o u t . Y e t  o n e  c a n  h a r d ly  s a y  th a t  C ap ita l is p a r t  o f  th e  n a tu ra l 

ord er -  o r, i f  it is , it c e r ta in ly  h as  n o t a lvvays been ! B u t  n o w  vve a re  in it as in 

o u r e le m e n t, lik e  th e  a ir  vve b re a th e . T h e  s u b je c t  a n d  th e  s ig n ifie r  o p e r a te  in 

the s a m e  vvay. I n  n a tu r e  th e r e  is n o  s ig n ifie r  or s ig n ifie d  u n re la te d  to  the 

su b ject; th e  s u b je c t  is a  s ig n ify in g  in te rv e n tio n  th a t p r o d u c e s  u tte ra n c e s , 

b e g in n in g  vvith th o se  d e n y in g  th a t  th ere  is a  s u b je c t  p r o d u c in g  the u ttera n ce . 

It lo o k s  lik e  b e c o m in g  a  c lo s e d  c ir c le . T h is  is th e  s tr u c tu ra lis t  te m p ta tio n . 

C o n s id e r in g  th a t  th e  s u b je c t  re fers o n ly  to  th e  o th e r  (th e  m ira g e  o f  in ter- 

s u b je c tiv ity ) , vvh ereas th e  s ig n if ie r  re fe rs  o n ly  to  th e  s ig n if ie r  (th e  m ira g e  o f  a 

lin g u istics  in  its in fa n c y )  c u t  o fT from  a li r e a lity , o n e  th u s p o s its  a  su b je c t  vvith 

no c o n s is te n c y  -  a  p u r e ly  s y m b o lic  o p e ra  to r  -  an d  a  s ig n ify in g  tim e vvhich in 

fact e x is ts  o n ly  in  lo g ic . T h e  s u b je c t  is th ere  o n ly  to  b e a t tim e  fo r a  s ig n ify in g  

d iv is io n  th a t  c a n  n e v e r  be e n a c te d  in  r e a lity . R e a lity  a n d  h is to ry  h a v e  b e co m e  

su b je ct to  a n  e te r n a l s y m b o lic  o r d e r  fro m  vvhich  th e y  a re  to ta lly  iso la te d  a n d  

vvhich e s s e n tia l ly  n u llifie s  th em .

S u b je c t iv ity  a n d  th e  s ig n ifie r  h a v e  b e c o m e  in te r c h a n g e a b le ;  h u m a n  p r a x is  

no lo n g e r  h as  a n y  c o n n e c tio n  vvith th a t  p u re  s u b je c tiv ity ;  it is s e c re tly  

retu rn ed  to  a  s tr ic t  o r d e r  o f  c a u s a l d e te r m in a tio n , a n  o r d e r  c r a ft ily  re- 

esta b lis h e d  in  th e  g u is e  o f  s tru c tu re .

L a c a n , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , h a s  a lvvays s tre ssed  th e  p ro fo u n d  d y s s y m m e tr y  

c h a r a c te r iz in g  th e  s u b je c t  in  re la tio n  to  th e  s ig n ifie r . J u s t  as y o u  n e u tr a iiz e  a 

M o e b iu s  s tr ip  b y  c u tt in g  it  len gth vvise , so  th e  s u b je c t  c a n n o t  b e  s e p a ra te d  

from  th e  s ig n if ie r  vvith o u t b e c o m in g  re ified . T h e  s u b je c t  d e p e n d s  o n  its 

re la tio n sh ip  vvith r e s id u a lity , u p o n  th e  objetpetit ‘a ’, to s e c u r e  its s ta tu s , a n d  

th erefore  c a n  n o  lo n g e r  b e  a  p u re  s ig n ifie r , a n d  is a lie n a te d  fro m  th e d e s ir in g  

c o n d itio n  b y  m e a n s  o f  p a r t  o b je c ts  th a t  d e s tro y  its s y m m e try  b y  vve igh in g  it 

dovvn vvith a  b u rd e n  o f  r e a lity . I t  is  th u s  p re v e n te d  fro m  y ie ld in g  c o m p le te ly  

to its d e a d ly  y e a r n in g  to  b e  a b o lis h e d  in  a  p u re  a n d  id e a l s tru c tu re .

E v e n  th e  id e a  o f  a  d e - to ta liz a t io n  c o m in g  fro m  vvith in  th e  s tru c tu re  to 

b reath e  life  in to  it  is m a rk e d  b y  th e  p h a n to m  o f  to ta l ity , to ta lita r ia n is m . 

U ltim a te ly , th ere  a re  tw o  w a y s  o f  u s in g  th e  s ig n ifie r . E ith e r  o n e  m ak es it  a 

kind o f  u n iv e rs a l c a te g o r y , lik e  s p a c e  o r  tim e: it is th en  th e  c le v e r n e s s  o f  a  nevv 

id ealism  th a t a c tu a lly  b e tr a y s  th e  lin g u is t ic  d is c o v e r y  o f  th e  s ig n ifie r , vvhich is 

in s e p a ra b ly  lin k e d  vvith  th e  s ig n  in  its  re la tio n  to se n se  a n d  th e  so c ia l re a lity . 

O r  e lse  o n e  h o ld s  vvith L a c a n  th a t  th e  s ig n ifie r  is th e  scre e n  th ro u g h  vvhich the 

effects o f  th e  u n c o n s c io u s  d o  n o t p a ss , a  k in d  o f  VVilson c lo u d  c h a m b e r 4 in

4. A  condensation ch am b er that m akes the m ovem ents o f  ionizing particles visible. [Translator]



vvhich vvhat c a n n o t  u lt im a te ly  b e  s y m m e tr iz e d , o r  ta k e n  ö v e r , c a n  stili b e  rec- 

o g n iz e d  (s lip s ,o m is s io n s , fa ilu re s , d re a m s , tra n s fe re n c e , a c t in g o u t  a n d s o o n ) .

S o  vve c o m e  b a c k  to  th e  id e a  th a t  th e  s ig n ifie r  in  h is to ry  in te rv e n e s  a t  th e  

p o in t  vvhen h is to ry  co m es  to  a  h a lt .  U l t im a te ly , h is to ry  h a s  n o th in g  to  d o  vvith 

th e  s ig n ifie r . 11 is  vvhen h is to r y  tip s  ö v e r  in to  m e a n in g le s s n e s s  th a t  vve fa c e  the 

p r o b le m  o f  th e  s u b je c t, th a t  is o f  a  p r o d u c tio n  a n d  r e p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  the 

s u b je c tiv e  p o s itio n , fro m  a  ‘s u p p le m e n ta r y ’ u n fo ld in g  o f  th e  s ig n ify in g  o rd e r. 

S e q u e n c e  a n d  re p e tit io n  c e r ta in ly  b r in g  th e  s ig n ify in g  c h a in s  in to  a c tio n , b u t 

th e y  a re  n o lo n g e r  o p e n  ch a in s: th e y  a re  c h a in s  o f  th e  s ig n ifie d , re ified  b lo c s  o f  

th e  s ig n ifie r . R e p e t it io n  is d e a th , it is th e  s ig n ifie r  fr o ze n  r ig id , n o  lo n g e r  

s ig n ify in g , n e u r o s is  c a u g h t  u p  r e le n tle s s ly  g o in g  ro u n d  a n d  ro u n d  in th e  sa m e  

c ir c le . T h e  s ig n if ie r  e m e rg e s  as s ig n ifie r  o n ly  fro m  th e  p o in t  vvhen th e  su b je c t  

co m es  on  th e  s c e n e , b r in g in g  e v e r y th in g  in to  d o u b t  a n d  p r o d u c in g  a  nevv 

u tte r a n c e , a n  o p e r a tio n  o f  th e  s ig n if ie r  as e x p re s s io n  o f  a  m e a n in g , a  p o s s ib le  

s p lit  in  a  g iv e n  o r d e r , a  b r e a c h , a  r e v o lu tio n , a  c r y  fo r r a d ic a l re o rie n ta tio n .

I t  is a n  e r r o r  to p o s tu la te  s ig n ify in g  c h a in s  o f  a  lin g u is t ic  n a tu r e  a p a r t  fro m  

a  s u b je c tiv e  in te r v e n d o n , to  a c tu a liz e  th e  s ig n if ie r  (o r  C ap ita l)  as t h e o b je c t iv e  

fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  m e c h a n is m s  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  vvorld in  vvhich  vve liv e . T h e  

r e v o lu t io n a r y  b re a k th r o u g h , b y  b r e a c h in g  h is to r y -a s -d e v e lo p m e n t, is the 

su p re m e  m o m e n t fo r  th e  s ig n ifie r . T h e  re la tio n s h ip  b etvveen  tr a d itio n a l 

h is to r y  a n d  th e  s ig n ifie r  o p e ra te s  in  re p e titio n : h is to r y  is a t  e a s e  in  s tru c tu re , it 

m a k e s  u se  o f  th e  s ig n ifie r , e x p lo it in g  it , ta k e s  it  ö v e r , sh u ts  it in . H is to ry  

c o m p le te ly  e s c a p e s  th e  s ig n ifie r  a n d  th e  e v e n t. I t  is th en  th a t  vve ta lk  o f  a 

s ig n ifie r  e x is t in g  vvith o u t th e  s u b je c t. W h a t  a n  u n fo rm u la ta b le  id ea! I t  is as 

th o u g h  e ffe  in s is te d  o n  d e s c r ib in g  as m u s ic  a  sc o r e  th a t  fo r so m e  re a so n  vve 

c a n  n e v e r  p o s s ib ly  p e rfo rm  -  th a t  re m a in s  m e r e ly  s ig n s  on  p a p e r . I f  vve b u rn  

it, a re  vve b u r n in g  m u sic ?  A  s ig n ifie r  th a t  d o e s  n o t o p e r a te , th a t  c a n  be 

a r t ic u la te d  in  n o  re a l fram evvo rk  o f  e n u n c ia tio n , c a n n o t  b e  s tr ic t ly  sa id  to 

e x is t  a s  a  s ig n ifie r .

T h is  d o e s  n o t  p r e v e n t th e  id e o lo g u e s  fro m  m a n u fa c tu r in g  h is to ry  as one 

m ig h t  m a n u fa c tu r e  to o th p a s te . P e o p le  n e ed  th is  c lo s in g -u p  o f  the c ir c u it  o f  

p e rs o n a l id e n tity , th is  p r e te n c e  a t  s ta n d in g  o n  firm  g ro u n d  in  a r t if ic ia lity , the 

im p e r s o n a l a n d  b a d  fa ith . O n e  h a s  to  a tta c h  o n e s e lf  to  so m e th in g . T h is  is  the 

e q u iv a le n t , in  s o c ia l te rm s , o f  th e  d e s ir in g  s u b je c t  a n d  th e  p a r t  o b je c t . T h e  

lavvs o f  to ta l iz a t io n , o f  th e  Geştalt, th en  ta k e  ö v e r  -  g o o d  a n d  b a d  fo rm s, bi- 

p o la r  v a lu e s , r e tr o a c t iv e  a n d  p r o s p e c t iv e  d e te r m in a tio n s , d e s ire  fo r e te m ity  

a s a  c h ild is h  n e g a t io n  o f  tim e . T h e  s u b je c t  is  th u s  m a d e  to  have in ste a d  o f  to 

b e ?  I t  is  m a d e  to h a v e  b y  th e  c o n s e c u tiv e  O t h e r ,  b y  sp o k e n  a n d  vvritten 

c o n tro l o f  th e  vvord; it  b e c o m e s  a lie n a te d  in  s u p p o s e d ly  s ig n ify in g  socia l 

c h a in s  vvhich  in  fa c t  o n ly  g a in  th e ir  povver a n d  th e ir  d e a d ly  fa s c in a tio n  from
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th e  sh e e r  e ffe ct o fs tr u c t u r e  th a t  th e y  p r es en t. I f t h e  s u b je c t  is n o  lo n g e r  a n  a c t 

o f  th e  s ig n ifie r , th en  it n o  lo n g e r  is at ali; it is th e n  d e p e n d e n t u p o n  th e  

s ig n ifie d , in  o th e r  vvords u p o n  vvhat h a p p e n s  in  te rm s o f  o th e r  p e o p le , o f  

u tte r a n c e s , o f  w h a t  ‘ th e y ’ sa y . N o th in g  c a n  be d r a w n  fro m  the s ig n ifie d  b u t 

th e  im a g in a r y . I t  b e lo n g s  to  th e  Geştalt, to the o r d e r  o f  re a so n . E v e n  vvhen on e 

h as s a id  to  h e ll vvith re a so n , vvith th e  s ig n ifie d , vvith v a lu e s , a  sp lit  a p p e a r s , a 

s e c o n d a ry  d e v e lo p m e n t  s ta rts  u p , a  p h a n ta s y  c o u n te r -p ro d u c t io n  te n d s to 

n e u tr a liz e  its  s ta n c e . F o r  in s ta n c e , a t  th e  sa m e  tim e  as th e  p e o p le  w e re  s c a lin g  

th e  c r u m b lin g  s te p s  o f  th e  T s a r is t  e d ific e , th a t c o n g lo m e r a te  o f  fe u d a lis m , 

m o d e rn  in d u s tr y  a n d  the la st tra c e s  o f  A s ia t ic  d e s p o tis m , th o se  sa m e  step s  

vvere th e  sc e n e  o f  a  m o v e m e n t in  th e  o p p o s ite  d ire c tio n : th e  vvorkers’ so v ie ts  

vvere d is s o lv in g  a m o n g  th e  v a s t  m ass  o f  th e  p e a s a n tr y , vvhose in e rtia  -  vvith ou t 

th e  c o u n terv v e ig h t o f  a s tr o n g  b o u r g e o is ie  -  a p p a r e n tly  drevv its povver to 

resist fro m  th e tr a d it io n a l S la v  v il la g e  c o m m u n itie s  (mirs) th a t  n o  S ta te  povver 

h ad  as y e t  r e a lly  p e n e tra te d , a n d  th e  v a s t  m ass o f  th e  R u s s ia n  p e o p le  c a m e  to 

v e n e ra te  a  m u m m ifie d  L e n in  a n d  to a d o re  S ta lin  as a  g o d .

O n e  m u st c h o o s e  betvveen  r e v o lu t io n a r y  h is to ry  as s ig n ific a n t  b re ak - 

th ro u g h , a n d  e v o lu t io n a r y  h is to ry  as s ig n ifie d ; to  k ee p  a  fo o t e a c h  s id e  o f  the 

fen ce  is th e  su re s t  vvay o f  b re a k in g  y o u r  n e ck  (cf. K e r e n s k y , th e  K a d e t s ,  the 

M e n s h e v ik s ) . B u t  the c h o ic e  is n o t m a d e  o n c e  fo r a li; o n e  is c o n tin u a lly  

s ta rtin g  a g a in  fro m  s c r a tc h . T h e  s ig n ifie d  is alvvays th e  s a m e  th in g  -  

re p e titio n , d e a th , te d iu m . O n ly  b y  b e in g  in c e s s a n tly  c u t  a c ro s s  a t  th e  le v e l o f  

the s ig n if ie r  c a n  it b e  r a d ic a lly  r e m o u ld e d . It is as th o u g h  o n e  vvere to c h a n g e  

a ro u n d  th e  le tte rs  on  a ty p e v vrite r a n d  so en d  u p  vvith s o m e th in g  q u ite  

d ifferen t fro m  vvhat o n e  h a d  in te n d e d  to  ty p e . T h a t  is vvh at r e v o lu tio n  is -  tru e  

h isto ry . S o m e th in g  h as  h a p p e n e d . A n y o n e  vvho c a m e  to  R u s s ia  in  19 16  a n d  

retu rn ed  in  1 9 1 8  vvould  see  th a t  th e  p e o p le  vvere n o t vvhere th ey  h a d  b e en . 

T h a t  c o u ld  b e  seen  in  th e  s ig n ifie d . J o u r n a lis ts  vvould  vvrite, fo r in sta n c e , th a t  

‘one n o  lo n g e r  sees a n y o n e  a t  th e  r a c e  c o u r s e s ’ , o r  ‘ th e  V Vinter P a la c e  lo o k s 

q u ite  d iffe r e n t ’ . B u t  th a t vvas n o t th e  im p o rta n t th in g : vvhat h a d  to ta lly  

ch a n g e d  vvas th e  m e a n in g  o f  a li th e  s ig n if ic a tio n s . In  o th e r  vvords, s o m e th in g  

had h a p p e n e d  to  th e  s ig n ifie r .

H is to r y  is not' th e  h is to ry  o f  re p e tit io n , a n t i-h is to r ic  h is to ry , th e  h is to ry  o f  

kings a n d  q u e e n s; it .is  fin d in g  th e  s ig n ify in g  b r e a k th ro u g h , r e c o g n iz in g  th e  

point vvhen th e  sc a le s  vvere tilte d . B u t  th a t  s ig n ify in g  b r e a k th r o u g h  is as h a rd  

to id e n tify  as th e  u n d e r ly in g  m e a n in g  o f  a  d re a m : vvhat p r e c is e ly  vvas b ro k en ? 

Is it ju s t  th a t  a  fevv s u p p o s e d ly  s ig n ify in g  c h a in s  vvere ta k e n  a p a r t  an d  

re a rra n g ed  in  d iffe re n t  vvays? S in c e  th e  s ig n ifie r  c a n n o t b e  lo c a liz e d , a n d  

an y th in g  d o n e  to  it in v o lv e s  its  vvhole s tru c tu re , o n e  m a y  a d m it  th a t  vvhat h as 

ch an ged  o u g h t  to  b e  a p p a r e n t  fro m  th e  vvay p e o p le  ta lk  -  th o u g h  it m a y  be 

evid en t fro m  o th e r  th in g s  to o . O f  c o u r s e  p e o p le  ta lk  d iffe re n tly , a n d  e v e n  i f  

they a re  s t ili s a y in g  ‘G o o d  m o r n in g , m a te , ’ th e  m a te  is n o t th e  m a n  h e vvas



b e fo re  th e  T s a r  w a s  k ille d . H e  is d iffe re n t b e c a u s e  h e is n o  lo n g e r  b o u n d  u p  in 

th e  sa m e  re la t io n s h ip s  o f  s ig n ify in g  a r t ic u la t io n , th e  s a m e  s ig n ify in g  con- 

s te lla t io n s  o f  re fe re n c e  -  vvith th e  o th e r  sex , p e o p le  o f  a  d iffe re n t a g e  o r  ra ce , 

vvith G o d , o r  v vh atever.

T h e r e  a re  p e r io d s  vvhen e v e r y th in g  seem s to h a n g  in  th e  b a la n c e : the 

s ig n ify in g  c h a in s  o f  s tr u c tu r e  lo se  c o n tro l, e v e n ts  a re  vvritten  in to  ‘ re a lity  

i t s e l f ’ a c c o r d in g  to  a  s h o rt- te r m , in c o n sis te n t, a b s ü r d  s e m io tic , u n til a  nevv 

p la n e  o f  re fe re n c e  ‘s tr u c tu re d  lik e  a  la n g u a g e ’ c a n  b e  e s ta b lis h e d . T h a t  vvas 

h o w  th e  s ig n ify in g  sy s te m s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  vvorld vvere s h a tte re d , h e lp le ss ly  at 

th e  m e r c y  o f  th e  p a ss io n s  o f  a  h a n d fu l o f  s u p re m e  le a d e rs  w h o  vvere r ip e  for 

c o n v e r s io n  to  th e  nevv m y s te r ie s  o f  e a s te r n  re lig io n s . T h o u g h  fro m  a  r a tio n a l 

p o in t o fv ie v v  th e  R o m a n  e m p ire  m a y  h a v e  g iv e n  th e  im p re ss io n  o f  b e in g  a b le  

to vvith stan d  a n y th in g , it vvas a c tu a lly  a s o c ie ty  ın c a p a b le  o f  sp o n ta n e o u s ly  

p r o d u c in g  th e  in s t itu t io n a l re sp o n s e s  n e ed e d  to  re p a ir  c r a c k s  th a t  b e c a m e  

e v e r  m o re  s e rio u s  as it e x p a n d e d  to  in te g ra te , e v e r  m o re  p r e c a r io u s ly , m ore 

a n d  m o re  fo re ig n e r s . T h e  g a in e r s  fro m  th is  vvere th e  C h r is t ia n s ;  th e y  b e ca m e  

th e  s e lf-a p p o in te d  c h a m p io n s  o f  a  re tu rn  to  n a tio n a lis m , b u t th e  su p p o se d  

p r o g re s s iv is m  o f  th e ir  g o d  o f  lo v e , th e ir  u n iv e rs a l m an  vvith h is m a s o c h istic  

p a ss io n  -  as th e  te m p o ra r y  o b v e r s e  o f  a  m u r d e ro u s  m e s s ia n ism  -  re p res en te d  

in r e a lity  a g ig a n t ic  s te p  b ack v va rd s -  b a c k  b e y o n d  th e  g r e a t  e m p ire s  o f  E g y p t , 

M e s o p o ta m ia  a n d  C h in a ,  th o se  v a s t  m a c h in e s  th a t  m a n a g e d  in  o n e  vvay o r 

a n o th e r  to  la u n c h  th e  firs t  c iv iliz a t io n s  -  vvith th e  in v e n tio n  o f  vvritin g, o f  

te c h n ic a i in n o v a tio n s , th e  d iv is io n  o f l a b o u r  a m o n g  m illio n s  a n d  so  on . L a te r  

th in g s  vvent fro m  b a d  to vvorse, to  th e  G r e e k , th e  R o m a n  a n d  fin a lly  the 

C h r is t ia n  e m p ire s . W ith  e a c h  c h a n g e , th e  d e a th  in s tin c t  m a d e  p e rm a n e n t 

g a in s . V V h atev er re g r e s s io n  th ere  m a y  h a v e  b e en  in  te rm s o f  te c h n iq u e s  a n d  

in s titu tio n s , m ilita r y  te c h n iq u e s  a lvvays h e ld  on  to , a n d  s y s te m a tiz e d , vvhat­

e v e r  im p r o v e m e n ts  th e y  h a d  a c h ie v e d  -  iro n  svvords, th e  u se  o f c a v a lr y  a n d  so 

on . E v e r y  nevv u p s u r g e  o fc iv i l iz a t io n  p re s e r v e d  b its  o f t h e  p re v io u s  e d ific e  in  a 

m o re  o r  less d ila p id a te d  s ta te , b u t th e  m ilita r y  m a c h in e  e m b a rk e d  o n  a 

c o n tin u o u s  p r o c e s s  o f  in n o v a tio n s , la te r  to g iv e  b ir th  to th e  m e c h a n iz a tio n  

a n d  m ilita r iz in g  o f l a b o u r  in  c a p ita lis t  s o c ie ty .

T h e  m a r a u d in g  G r e e k s  to o k  ö v e r  vvritin g, a  c e rta in  v is io n  o f  th e  c ity , a 

m e m o ry  o f  e m p ire  a s  a  c o n fe d e ra tio n . T h e  R o m a n s , g r e e d y  fo r G r e e k  an d  

E g y p t ia n  e x o tic is m , te n d e d  r a th e r  to  b e h a v e  lik e  A m e r ic a n  im p e ria lis ts  

vvh erever th e y  vvent. T h e n  th e  C h r is t ia n s , lik e  v u ltu r e s , fe ll u p o n  th e  re fu se  o f  

th e  e m p ire  to  try  a n d  se c u re  th e ir  ovvn h e g e m o n y  (to  th e  d is g u s t  o f  a  m an  like 

J u lia n  th e  A p o s ta te ) .  B u t  th e y  b r o u g h t  vvith th em  th e  p o is o n o u s  seed s o f  ali 

th e  A r ia n is m s  a n d  A n g lic a n is m s  o f  th e  fu tu re , fo r  th e y  vvere in c a p a b le  o f  

g e tt in g  th e  e m p ir e  avvay fro m  its d a i m  to  u n iv e rs a l povver, vvhich  c o u ld  o n ly  

b e  fo u g h t to  th e  b it te r  e n d  o f t o t a l  d e s tru c tio n .

T o  p u r s u e  th is  tra in  o f  th o u g h t, ie t  m e  novv ta k e  th e  e x a m p le  o f  vvhat is



h a p p e n in g  to d a y  a t a  c r it ic a l p o in t  in  th e  re la tio n s h ip  betvveen  th e  U S S R  and  

th e  U S A .  A s  vve knovv -- T r o t s k y  p o in te d  it o u t  lo n g  a g o  in The Revolution 

B etrayed-  th e  R u s s ia n s  h a v e  a lvvays im p o rte d  th e ir  te c h n o lo g y  from  th e W est; 

b u t s in c e  K h r u s h c h e v ’ s d a y , th e y  h a v e  a ls o  tak e n  th e ir  e c o n o m ic  m o d e ls  fro m  

th ere  too. In  fa c t , so v ie t b u r e a u c r a t is m  h as n e v e r  b e en  c a p a b le  o f  a c c e p t in g  

the d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  s u b je c tiv a tio n  th a t  th e  R u s s ia n  r e v o lu t io n  c a rrie d  vvithin 

it. H ith e r to , it h a s  vvith stood  th e  la u n c h in g  o f  a n y  p r o c e s s  o f  in s titu tio n a liz -  

a tio n  v v h ic h -v v ith o u t  se r io u s ly  c h a lle n g in g  i t - w o u l d  h a v e  b een  c o m p a r a b le  

to vvhat m a d e  V Vestern c a p ita lis m  tra n s fo rm  its e lf  a fte r  th e  1929 cris is  o f  S ta te  

m o n o p o ly  c a p ita lis m . (W ith , it  is tru e , th e  in v a lu a b le  a s s is ta n c e  o f  the 

s o c ia l-d e m o c r a t  a n d  c o m m u n is t  o rg a n iz a tio n s .)

O b v io u s ly 'i t  vvill n o t b e  b y  im p o r t in g  m o d e ls  o f  d e s ire  -  as th ey  h a v e  b een  

o b lig e d  to a c c e p t  th e  in tr o d u c tio n  o f  j a z z  a n d  V Vestern fa sh io n s -  th a t  the 

S o v ie t b u r e a u c r a ts  vvill e s c a p e  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l im p a s s e  th ey  h a v e  g o t 

th e m se lv e s  in to , vvith th e ir  e n d le s s  F iv e - Y e a r  P la n s  o f  vvhich a b s o lu te ly  

e v e ry o n e  is s ic k  to d e a th . N o t m e r e ly  a re  th ey  s ta r t in g  n o  in s t itu tio n a liz in g  

p ro cess  b y  im p o r t in g  p r e fa b r ic a te d  c a r  fa c to r ie s , b u t  b y  th e  sa m e  to k en  th ey  

are  t r a n s p la n tin g  fo rm s o f  h u m a n  r e la t io n s h ip  q u ite  fo re ig n  to  s o c ia lism , a 

h ie ra r c h iz a tio n  o f  te c h n o lo g ic a l fu n c tio n s  p ro p e r  to  a  s o c ie ty  b a se d  on  

in d iv id u a l p ro fits , a  sp lit  betvveen r e s e a r c h  a n d  in d u s tr y , betvveen  in te lle c tu a l 

and  m a n u a l vvork, a n  a lie n a t in g  s ty le  o f  m ass c o n s u m p tio n  a n d  so  on . T h e s e  

a re  a li th in g s  th a t  c a n  b e  r e la t iv e ly  h a rm le ss  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  c a p ita lis t  

c o rr u p tio n  -  th e  b ro th e l o f  th e  sm a ll firm  an d  free  e n te rp r is e  -  b u t, in th is 

m a ssiv e  tra n s p la n ta t io n , b e c o m e  m o re  d a n g e ro u s  b y  d e v e lo p in g  in  a  

b u r e a u c r a t ic  c o n te x t  th a t  h as  n o  lo n g e r  g o t  th e  ‘ r e g u la t in g  m e c h a n is m s ’ , the 

a la rm  b e lls  a v a ila b le  to  c a p ita lis ts  in  th e  fo rm  o f  p u b lic  o p in io n  a n d  th e  State 

o f  th e  m a rk e t. N o t  o n ly  a re  c a r  fa c to r ie s  im p o rte d , th e n , b u t  a ls o  so c ia l 

n eu ro ses, a n d  in  h y p e r a c tiv e  fo rm . S o  m o n s tro u s  a re  th ese  tra n s p la n ta tio n s  

th at o n e  c a n  d e p e n d  on  th e ir  u lt im a te ly  b e c o m in g  c a rr ie rs  o f  r a d ic a lly  

r e v o lu t io n a r y  s ig n ify in g  b re a k th r o u g h s , vvhere T r o t s k y  e n v is a g e d  o n ly  a 

s im p le  ‘ p o lit ic a l  r e v o lu t io n ’ to svveep avvay th e  b u r e a u c r a t ic  e x c re s c e n c e  fro m  

a S ta te  h e  c o n s id e re d  stili fu n d a m e n ta lly  h e a lth y  a n d  p e rs is te d  in d e fin in g  as 

a ‘ p r o le ta r ia n  S t a t e ’ .

T h e  s ig n ify in g  b r e a k th r o u g h , th e n , is n o t ju s t  s o m e th in g  to  e x p e c t  fro m  

lin g u is t ic  e ffects , a n d  sh o rt  o f  b e in g  r e a d y  to  fa il in to  a  re a lis m  o f  th e  s ig n ifie r  

and  a v o id in g  th e  p r o b le m s , it  m u st b e  a d m itte d  th a t  it c a n  e q u a lly  w e ll be 

p la y e d  o n  a  to m -to m  o r vvritten  vvith th e  feet (in  th e  se n se  th a t p e o p le  vvho 

w alk  o u t o f  a  m e e tin g  a re  s a id  to  b e  ‘v o t in g  vvith th e ir  fe e t ’ ) . T h e  s ig n ifie r  c a n  

also  c a r r y  its b re a k th r o u g h  in to  re g is te r s  s tru c tu re d  fro m  o n e  s u b s ta n c e  o r 

a n o th e r .6 T h e  S o v ie t  le a d e rs  o f  to d a y  stili fa il to a c h ie v e  th a t  s ig n ify in g

6. T h is  im piies an idea o f  the sign cioser to H jelm slev ’ s ‘glossematique' than to syntagm atics; cf. 

H jelm slev's Prolegomenes.



b r e a k th r o u g h , fo r th e y  stili im p o rt  th e ir  m o d e ls  fro m  th e U n ite d  S ta te s  in ju s t  

the s a m e  w a y  as th e  T s a r  th o u g h t  h e c o u ld  b u ild  u p  a  m o d e rn  in d u s tr y  b y  

b o r r o w in g  th e  C ap ita l an d  th e  e n g in e e rs  fro m  F ra n c e , d e s p ite  the in c a p a c ity  

o f  th e  R u s s ia n  b o u rg e o is ie .

U lt im a te ly ,  o n e  e s c a p e s  fro m  th e s tr u c tu ra lis t  im p a s s e  b y  re c o g n iz in g  th at 

a n  e ffect o f  m e a n in g  o n ly  h a s  r e p e rc u ss io n s  a t th e  le v e l o f  th e  sig n ifie d  in  so  far 

as p o te n tia lit ie s  o f  s u b je c tiv e  a c tio n  a re  lib e ra te d , o n ce  th ere  is a b re a c h  in the 

s ig n ifie r . A  p h o n o lo g ic a l s y s te m  a n d  a  c e rta in  ty p e  o f  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s, 

b o th  c lo se d  in  u p o n  th e m se lv e s , c o n ta in  p o te n tia lit ie s  o f  s u b je c tiv a tio n . T h e  

m a c h in ic  b r e a k th ro u g h , w a it in g , m a sk e d  b y  th e  s tr u c tu r e , is th e  s u b je c t  in 

a s p ic , so  to s a y , tim e  a t  th e  re a d y . S o  lo n g  a s  th e  s tr u c tu re  d o e s  n o t m o v e , the 

s u b je c t  d o e s  n o t a p p e a r . O n e  d a y , th ere  vvill c e a s e  to b e  a n y  d ifferen ce  

b e tw e e n , s a y  b a n d  t. O r ,  p e r h a p s , b e tw e e n  th e  fa th e r/ b o ss  a n d  th e  a p p re n tic e  

( th a t  a p p r e n tic e  w h o  is y e t  to  u n d e rta k e  h is tour de France a n d  his m aster- 

p ie c e ) , th e  d is t in c tio n  g iv in g  vvay to  a  h o m o g e n e o u s  n o tio n  o f  a  certa in  

a m o u n t  o f  s p e c ia liz e d  w o rk . T o  a b o lis h  th e  d iffe re n c e  b etvveen  b a n d  t m ean s 

a b o lis h in g  th a t  betvveen  tvvo s ig n if ic a tio n s  su c h  as ball a n d  tali. W h a t  is 

a b o lis h e d  is n o t th e  d iffe re n c e  betvveen th e  tvvo vvords in  te rm s o f  the fo rm  o f 

c o n te n t, b u t in te rm s o f  th e  fo rm  o fe x p r e s s io n , betvveen  th e  p lo s iv e  b, a n d  the 

m u te  t. B u t  i f  ball a n d  tali c o u ld  n o lo n g e r  b e  d is t in g u is h e d  in  th e ir  v e r b a l or 

vvritten  e x p re s s io n , it c o u ld  c e r ta in ly  h a v e  s tra n g e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  in  th e  vvorld 

o f  p h a n ta s y . A n d  it is p r im a r ily  a t th a t  u n c o n sc io u s  le v e l th a t  h is to ry  is vvoven 

a n d  th a t  re v o lu tio n s  a r is e .7

I t  g o e s  vvith ou t s a y in g , I h o p e , th a t  th ese  s u g g e ste d  e x a m p le s  are  n o t to  be 

ta k e n  l ite r a lly . E c o n o m ic  d is t in c tio n s  o f  the k in d  th a t  c o n s titu te  th e  fun- 

d a m e n ta l a x io m a t ic  o f  a  s y ste m  o f  p r o d u c tio n  r e la tio n s , a n d  h a v e  th erefore 

lit t le  c o n n e c tio n  vvith le tte rs  a n d  lite ra tü r e , a re  n e v e rth e le ss  g o v e m e d  b y  the 

sa m e  s ig n ify in g  lavvs, re p e tit io n s , d e a d ly  s tr u c tu ra l im p a s se s  -  a n d , e q u a lly , 

th e  sa m e  n e c e s s a r y  b re a k s , th e  s a m e  p o te n tia l r e v o lu tio n s .

H e n c e  it is ju s t if ia b le  to  th in k  o f  c a u s a lity  in  th e  o r d e r  o f  th e  c la ss  stru g g le . 

T h o u g h  it re fu se s  to  r e c o g n iz e  th e  fa c t , th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n t is 

v vo rk in g  o u t  its a c tio n  o n  th e  p la n e  o f  s u b je c tiv ity  a n d  th e  s ig n ifie r , se ttin g  

a b o u t  c a u s in g  o th e r  s ig n ify in g  b re a k th r o u g h s , a  s u b je c tiv e  tra n s m u ta tio n  

vvhen, in  a  p a r t ic u la r  s y ste m , th e  b o u rg e o is ie  v a in ly  persi'st in  a rtic u la tin g  

d is t in c t io n s  o f  e v e r y  k in d  (n o t j u s t  o f  th e  ball/ tali v a r ie ty )  e v e n  th o u g h  th ey  no 

lo n g e r  o p e r a te  a t  th e  le v e l e ith e r  o f  u n c o n s c io u s  o r  o f  e c o n o m ic  p ro d u ctio n . 

T h u s  th e  term s o f  the c la şs  s tr u g g le  -  th e  c ia ss  o f  c la ss  vvords -  m a y  p erh ap s 

h a v e  th e ir  fu n d a m e n ta l a c c e n t  a n d  p r o n u n c ia tio n  c h a n g e d , vvhile th o se  vvho 

c o n tin u e  to  p u t  forvvard th e ir  p r o n o u n c e m e n ts  vvith ou t re fe re n c e  to  th is  nevv 

u n c o n s c io u s  s y n ta x  vvill b e  tu rn in g  avvay fro m  th e s u b je c tiv e  rev o lu tio n a ry

7. C i. the notion o f  the ‘situeme' introduced by C la u d e  P oncin ( ‘ Essai d 'an a lyse  structurale 
app!iqu ee â la psychotherapie in sd tu tio ıın elle ’ , thesis presented in N antes in 1962).



b r e a k th r o u g h  th a t  is c o m in g , r e ify in g  th e  lo g ic  o f  h is to ry  (a  lo g ic  o f  n on - 

s e n se ) , a n d  fa llin g  d e s p ite  th e m s e lv e s  in to  s tru c tu ra lis m .

T h e  s u b je c t , a s  a g e n t  o f  b r e a k th r o u g h , is in  e d ip s e , a n d  vvhat c o n tin u e s  is 

th e  E g o ; in  th is  se n se  it is as a b s ü r d  to  ta lk  o f  th e  s u b je c t  o f  h is to ry  as o f  the 

s u b je c t  o f  th e  e g o . T h in k  h o w  a  c h ild  d e v e lo p s : ‘ M e -  I ’ m  th is , I ’m  th a t . ’ T h e n  

co m es  a  s u d d e n  c h a n g e  vvhen th e  p r o b le m  o f  th e  s u b je c t  a rise s . T h e  in fa n tile  

e g o  w a s  stili in v o lv e d  in a  s y ste m  o f  id e n tif ic a tio n  in  vvhich th e  s u b je c t, the 

h id d e n  a g e n t o f  th e  s itu a tio n , h a d  u p  to  th en  b e en  s im p ly  a n  im a g in a r y  

p h a llu s  (th e  c h ild  b e in g  fo r its m o th e r  th e  fru it, so  to s a y , o f  th e  fa th e r) , a  

p h a llu s  im p ris o n e d  in  th e  w o m b  o f  vvhat vve d e s ig n a te  as th e  m o th e r  o f  vvhat 

vve d e s ig n a te  a s  th e  c h ild , stili fo r  s o m e  tim e  in d iffe re n t to  th e  sy m b o lis m  o f  

su c h  d e s ig n a tio n s , b e in g  to o  b u s y  g e tt in g  a li its lit t le  p a r tia l m a c h in e s  

vvorkin g. E v e r y th in g  c o u ld  h a v e  g o n e  o n  lik e  th at i f  th a t  m e m o ra b le  m o th e r  

h a d  n o t r e s p o n d e d  in  a  ce rta in  w a y , o n e  d a y , to a  c e rta in  w in k  fro m  a  c e rta in  

b u tc h e r  dovvn th e  ro a d . T h e n ,  s u d d e n ly , e v e r y th in g  m u st b e  lo o k e d  a t vvith 

nevv eyes! T h e  in sc r ip tio n  o f  th is  s im p le  e v e n t s tr ik e s  h o m e  a n d  p r o d u c e s  the 

m a tr ix  o f  th e  e v e n tfu l, o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, o f  h is to ry  o n  a  la r g e  s c a le , a n d  a li the 

sm a ll, s o r d id  h is to r ie s  as vvell.

F ro m  th en  o n , th e  p r o b le m  o f  th e  s t r u c tu r a l r e -m o u ld in g  o f  th e  p e rso n  o f  

the c h ild  w a s  u n a v o id a b le  -  a n d  to  r a is e  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  s tru c tu re  is to  e v o k e  

the p r in c ip le  o f  c lo s in g -u p , o f  th e  u n le a s h in g  a n d  in te rv e n tio n  o f  th e  d e a th  

in stin c t, o f  th e  sp lit  betvveen  th e  e g o  a n d  th e  s u b je c t, betvveen re a lity  a n d  

p le a su re , b etvveen  p r a x is  a n d  e n jo y m e n t, betvveen s ig n if ie r  a n d  s ig n ifie d , 

betvveen th e  povver o f  u tte r in g  a n d  th e  im p o te n c e  o f  vvhat is u tte r e d . T h e  tru th  

th at novv c o m e s  to  l ig h t  is th a t  th e  s u b je c t  a n d  th e  e g o  h a d  n e v e r  re a lly  

c o in c id e d . T h a t  fa c t  h a d  n e v e r  p r e s e n te d  a n y  g r e a t  p r o b le m , b u t  it  novv 

b eco m es o ff ic ia l ly  in to le r a b le . I t  is  a  d is m e m b e r m e n t vve c a n  see  h a p p e n in g  

b efo re  o u r  v e r y  e y e s . U n d e r  th is  nevv re g im e , e v e r y th in g  m u st c h a n g e ; vve 

m ust a t  a li c o sts  p r o d u c e  th e  illu s io n  th a t  th e  s u b je c t  a n d  th e  e g o  c a n  b e  s tu ck  

to g e th er  a g a in  in  th e  a m b ig u o u s  s ta tu s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l a n d  th e  p e rs o n . A  

m yth  o f  to ta lity  -  a  to ta lita r ia n  m y th .

T h e  s c h iz z y  s u b je c t  vvill in  r e a lity  re m a in  in  th e  b a c k g r o u n d , a n d  vvill be 

the s u b je c t  o f  th e  u n c o n s c io u s , th e  h id d e n  k e y  to re p res se d  u tte r a n c e s , th e  

p o te n tia l b r e a k th r o u g h  to s ig n ify in g  c h a in s  c a p a b le  o f  anything -  in c lu d in g  

settin g  free  th e  p e n t-u p  e n e r g y  in  vvild a n im a ls , lu n a t ic s  a n d  o th e r  c a p tiv e s  to 

ra v a g e  th e  fo r m a l g a r d e n s  o f  th e  c o n s c io u s  m in d  a n d  th e  s o c ia l o rd e r. T h is  

su b je c tiv ity  n e e d  g iv e  n o  a c c o u n t  o f  it s e lf  e ith e r  to  la w  o r  to  h is to ry . T h e  

su b ject a n d  d e a th  a re  b o th  o u ts id e  h is to r y  -  th ey  d o  n o t r e c o g n iz a b ly  e x ist, 

they a re  n o vvh ere. W h e n  d o  vve d ie ?  VVhen vve a re  b o rn ?  W h e n  vve a re  a live ?  

W hen  vve d ie?  A ft e r  vve d ie?  W h e n ?  O n c e  th ere  is a  c o n c e p t o f  d e a th , th en  vve 

are alvvays d e a d  -  e v e n  b e fo re  vve a re  b o rn , s in c e  th ere  ca n  b e  n o  th o u g h t o f  

existin g  a p a r t  fro m  d e a th . H is to r y  is  th e  o p p o s ite  o f  d e a th . In  a  sen se , b o th



a re  e q u a lly  a b s ü r d . M a k in g  h is to ry  -  o r m a k in g  a sce n e  -  is to sto p  m a k in g  

d ea th ; it m ea n s  u s in g  e v e ry  p o s s ib le  m ea n s to d is s o lv e  th e  illu s o ry  povver o f  

s tru c tu re s  to g iv e  c o n s is te n c y  to  m e a n in g le ss  u tte r a n c e s  a b o u t  h is to ry  an d  

d e a th .

2. T h e  L e n in ist B re a k th ro u g h 8

In  h is to ry , in th e  sen se  in vvhich vve n o rm a lly  u se th e  term , e v e r y th in g  

o p e ra te s  in the o rd e r  o f  d e te rm in a t io n , a n d  h is to r ic a l m a te r ia lis m , p r o v id in g  

o n e  d o es n o t fa il in to  the s im p lif ic a tio n s  o f  the S ta lin is ts , re m a in s  the o n ly  

v ia b le  m e th o d . B u t  d ia le c t ic a l d e te rm in is m  m isses on e d im e n s io n  th at p la y s  

in  c o u n te r p o in t, so  to s a y , to th e  v e r y  p r in c ip le  o f  d e te r m in a tio n . T h a t  is the 

p a r a d o x  of, fo r in s ta n c e , a n  in s titu tio n  lik e  th e  F re n c h  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty , 

vvhose p o lit ic s  is to ta lly  d e te rm in e d  b y  the s ta te  o f  the e c o n o m ic  a n d  so c ia l 

re la tio n s  o f  S ta te  m o n o p o ly  c a p ita lis m , is th e  p r is o n e r  o f  G a u llis m , is 

d e p e n d e n t on  th e  fo r e ig n  p o lic y  o f  th e  U S S R  a n d  so  on; n o n e  o f  vvhich, 

h ovvever, s h o u ld  c o n c e a l th e  fa c t  th a t  th ere  is s tili, in  F r a n c e , a  re v o lu tio n a r y  

p a th  th a t d e p e n d s  p a r t ly  on h o w  th e  cris is  vvithin th e  P a r ty  d e v e lo p s . O r ,  to 

tak e  a n o th e r  e x a m p le , in C u b a  o n e  m ig h t h a v e  th o u g h t ten  y e a r s  a g o  th at 

a n y th in g  m ig h t h a p p e n  -  th e  su d d e n  b re a k th ro u g h  o f  C a s tr o is m  h ad  

c h a n g e d  e v e r y th in g , a n d  fo r a tim e o p e n e d  u p  a  series o f  u n p re d ic ta b le  

e v e n ts . I d o  n o t m ea n  to sa y  th a t  th ere  c o u ld  be a C a s tr o  in F r a n c e , b u t o n ly  to 

s u g g e s t  th a t in  th e  o r d e r  o f  c o u n te r -d e te r m in a tio n , a  vvhole ra n g e  o f  su b je c -  

tiv e  in te r v e n tio n s  a n d  r e v o lu t io n a r y  u p h e a v a ls  is p o s s ib le . T h is  is n o t b y  a n y  

m e a n s  to im p ly  th at th ere  a re  n e c e ssa ry  ca u s e s , b u t  o n ly  th a t th ere  are  

p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f  in te r ru p tio n s  in  h is to r ic a l c a u s a lity .9

L o o k  at the B o ls h e v ik s ’ in te rv e n tio n  betvveen F e b r u a r y  a n d  O c t o b e r  1 9 17 , 

vvhich  w a s  to p r e v e n t th e  n a tu ra l d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th in g s; th ey  b lo ck e d  vvhat 

vvould  ‘ n o r m a lly ’ h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e  fo llovvin g a  n a tio n a l d e b â c le  on  su c h  a 

sc a le  -  so m e  k in d  o f  c o a lit io n  o f  th e  le ft a n d  c e n tre , l iv in g  in  h o p es  o f  b e tte r  

d a y s  a n d  th e  r e c o v e r y  o f  povver b y  tr a d it io n a lis t  p a rtie s . T h e  B o lsh e v ik s  

interpreted th e  m ilita r y , e c o n o m ic , so c ia l a n d  p o lit ic a l c o lla p s e  as a  v ic to r y  o f  

the m asse s  -  th e  first v ic to r y  o f  th e  s o c ia lis t  re v o lu tio n . I t  vvas L e n in  w h o  h ad  

the c o u r a g e  to m a in ta in , a t th is  c r it ic a l ju n c tu r e  fo r R u s s ia , th e  in tra n s ig e n t 

th e o r y  o f ‘r e v o lu t io n a r y  d e fe a t is m ’ . N o te , too , th a t B o ls h e v ik  p o lic y  d u r in g  

th is p e rio d  d e p e n d e d  vvh olly  u p o n  L e n in  a n d  h is  s u d d e n  avvaren ess th a t the 

s o c ia lis t  re v o lu tio n  h a d  b e c o m e  th e  im m e d ia te  o b je c t iv e , g iv e n  th a t the 

vveakn ess o f  th e  R u s s ia n  b o u rg e o is ie  m a d e  th em  in c a p a b le  o f  c o n s o lid a tin g  

th e ir  povver. T h e  s itu a t io n  L e n in  fa c e d  vvas u tte r ly  u n e x p e c te d . U p  to th en  he

8, S u m m ary o f  a com m entary on Isa ac D eu tsch er’s life o f  T ro tsk y , published in the review 

Critiçue, Ju n e 1971.

9, ‘For, pace the philosophers, reality is not uniıed vvith the possible in necessity, but necessity is 

united vvith the possib le in rea lity ’ {Saren K ie rk e g a a rd ).



h a d  s to u t ly  d is a g re e d  vvith a li w h o  h a d  p re d ic te d  th a t s u c h  a  b u rs t in g  o f  

b a n k s  vvould  b e c o m e  in e v ita b le  ( th a t  is , T r o t s k y  a n d  th e  sc h o o l o f  ‘ p e rm a n e n t 

r e v o lu t io n ’ ). I t  re m a in e d  fo r L e n in  to  c o n v in c e  h is  o w n  p a r ty , a n d  in  th e  en d  

it  w a s  b y  a  k in d  o f coup a g a in s t  h is  o w n  C e n tr a l C o m m itte e  th a t  h e  m a n a g e d  to  

e n fo rc e  th e  ü n e  o f  vvhat w e re  c a lle d  th e  A p r i l  T h e s e s :  th e  im m e d ia te  

m o b il iz a t io n  o f  th e  p a r ty  a n d  p e o p le  to  s e iz e  povver.

T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th is  a b o u t- tu r n , a n d  th e  b r e a c h  it  p ro d u c e d  in  th e  

B o ls h e v ik  p a r ty ,  vvere c o n s id e r a b le . S o m e  e x tr e m e iy  im p o r ta n t  m ilita n ts , lik e  

Z in o v ie v  a n d  K a m e n e v , d id  a li th e y  c o u ld  b y  v vh ate v er m ea n s  to  o p p o se  th is 

n e w  a s s u m p tio n  o f  h e g e m o n y  b y  th e  P a r ty . T h e  d e s p a ir in g  e n e r g y  th ey  

b r o u g h t to  b a tt le  a g a in s t  vvh at s e e m e d  to  th e m  n o th in g  b u t  a  d a n g e ro u s  

te m p ta tio n  e v e n  s u g g e s ts  th a t  th e y  m a y  h a v e  h a d  so m e  k in d  o f  h is to r ic a l 

fo rek n o v vle d g e  o f  th e  S ta lin is t  e ra  th a t  vvould  follovv th is  s e iz u re  o f  povver, o f  

th e  d e g e n e r a tio n  o f  th e  c o m m u n is t  id e a l th a t  vvould e n su e  in  the e y e s  o f  th e  

m asse s, a n d  th e  r e s u lt in g  d a m a g e  to  th e  e n tire  M a r x is t  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e -  

m en t.

B u t  n e ith e r  L e n in  n o r T r o t s k y  vvas d is p o s e d  to  le t su c h  p r e m o n itio n s  s to p  

th em . F o r  th e  firs t  t im e  in  fifteen  y e a r s , th e y  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  in  a g re e m e n t 

a g a in : th e y  m u s t  h u r i th e m se lv e s  in to  th e  b re a c h  vvith th e ir  h e a d s  dovvn, a n d  

b y  a  k in d  o f  c o lle c t iv e  v o lu n ta r is m , fo rc e  h is to ry  to  re c o rd  in d e lib ly  th is 

p r o le ta r ia n  r e v o lu t io n a r y  b r e a k t h r o u g h - d e s p it e  th e  vveakn ess o f  th e  R u s s ia n  

p r o le ta r ia t , a n d  vvith o u t th o u g h t  o f  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s , o r  e v e n  o f  th e  p o s s ib le  

b o o m e r a n g  e ffe c ts . T h e  h o u r  o f  th e  first s o c ia lis t  re v o lu tio n  must s trik e . S o o n  

a fter, th e  b r e a c h  vvas c lo s e d  a n d  th e  c u t t in g  e d g e  o f  th e  B o ls h e v ik  a c tio n  

b lu n te d ; s o m e  p e o p le  vvere to  c la im  th a t  th e  h is to r ic a l c a u s a lity  o f  th e  b a la n c e  

o f  fo rces  h a d  n e v e r  in  fa c t  c e a s e d  to  o p e ra te , th a t  th is  g re a t  s ig n ify in g  

b re a k th r o u g h  -  th e  L e n in is t  b r e a k th r o u g h  -  vvas j u s t  a  m ir a g e  a n d  th a t 

h is to ry  vvas s t ili, in  th e  la s t  r e s o r t, g o v e rn e d  b y  th e  s a m e  la w s  as n a tu re , o r  

ra th e r  th e  lavvs p o s tu la te d  b y  th e  p o s itiv is t  im a g in a tio n .

N e v e r th e le s s , th a t  b r e a k th ro u g h  is  s t ili  im p r in te d  o n  o u r  h is to ry , as m u c h  

b y  th e  c o n tr ib u tio n  it  h a s  m a d e  to  o u r  th e o r e tic a l u n d e r s ta n d in g  a n d  its 

a c tu a liz a t io n  o f  a n  e ffe c tiv e  c la ss  s tr u g g le  ( th a t  h a d  h ith e rto  b een  m o re  o r  less 

h y p o th e t ic a l) , a s  b y  its  l im ita tio n s , its  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  c ir c u m s ta n c e , th e s c a r s  

and  b le m is h e s  vve h a v e  in h e r ite d  fro m  it  -  o f  vvhich  vve c a n n o t rid  o u rse lv e s  

b ecau se  o f  o u r  in a b ili ty  to o v e r c o m e  its  e ffects  o fr e p e tit io n . T h e  re a l q u e s tio n  

is in  vvhat fa s h io n  vve s h o u ld  b e st lo o k  b a c k  a t s u c h  m o m e n ts  o f  h is to ry , to 

vvhat p o in t  it is  n e c e s s a r y  to  a n a ly s e  a li th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  th a t  a ffe cte d  th em , 

an d , b y  th e  s a m e  to k en , hovv m u c h  vveigh t vve s h o u ld  g ıv e  to d a y - to -d a y  

even ts in  o u r  ovvn r e v o lu t io n a r y  e n d e a v o u r s .

O n e  m ig h t  th in k  it  p r e fe r a b le  to  re m a in  a t  a  c e r ta in  le v e l o f  g e n e ra li ty , fo r  

in stan ce  to  re s tr ic t  o u r  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  ‘r e c u p e r a t io n ’ o f  B o ls h e v is m  to  a  

co n sid e ra tio n  o f  th e  p u r e ly  h is to r ic a l c a u s a lity  o f  th e  p r e v a i lin g  b a la n c e  o f



fo rces , a n d  to rest c o n te n t vvith e x p o u n d in g  th e  c la s s ic  th e o r y  th at it w a s  

in e v ita b ie , g iv e n  the fa ilu re  o f  th e  G e r m a n  re v o lu tio n , th e  b e tr a y a l o f  so c ia l 

d e m o c r a c y  in E u r o p e , th e  w e a r in e s s  o f  the m ass o f  the p e o p le  a n d  so on . O r  

o n e  c o u ld  c o n s id e r  a  m o re  c o m p le x  a p p r o a c h  th a t  w o u ld  c ro ss  th e  tra d it io n a l 

b o u n d a r ie s  a n d  try  to w o rk  o u t  th e  lin k s  c o n n e c tin g  th e  d iffe re n t o rd e rs  o f  

d e te r m in a t io n  -  e c o n o m ic , d e m o g r a p h ic , s o c io lo g ic a l, th e  u n c o n s c io u s , ete. 

O n e  w o u ld  th en  n o lo n g e r  h a v e  to  c h o o se  o n e  p la n e  o f  s ig n ific a n c e  ö v e r  

a n o th e r  -  either the h u m a n  fa c to r  or th e  e c o n o m ic , fo r in s ta n c e  -  b u t co u ld  

follovv in d e ta il th e  w in d in g  tra il o f  th e  s ig n ifie r , its cro s s ro a d s , d e a d  en d s, 

ra m if ic a t io n s , re p e tit io n s , b a c k w a r d  tu rn s. S u c h  a  s tu d y , in vvhich the vvork o f  

th e  h is to r ia n  a n d  th e  e c o n o m is t  vvould be c o n tin u a lly  tied  in  vvith the 

p r o d u c tio n  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  b io g ra p h ie s , lin g u is t ic  s tu d ie s  a n d  so  fo rth , 

vvould  be a  k in d  o f  c r u c ib le  fro m  vvhich  m ig h t e m e rg e  a  nevv ra ce  o f  m ilita n t 

a n a ly s ts  vvho vvould h e lp  M a r a s m  a t la st to re c o v e r  fro m  th e  fa ta l d is e a s e  o f  

g e n e r a ü ty  th a t  novv p a r a ly s e s  it.

T o  re tu rn  to  th e  O c t o b e r  r e v o lu tio n , it sh o u ld  b e  p o s s ib le  to u n d e rs ta n d  in 

g r e a te r  d e p th  vvhat vvere th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  a n d  th e  fram evvo rk  o f  th e  L e n in is t  

b r e a k th ro u g h , vvith ou t fe a r  o f g e t t in g  b o g g e d  dovvn in  vvhat seem  at first s ig h t 

to  b e  u n im p o r ta n t  d e ta ils . W h a t  c o m p le x  n etvvork o f  s ig n ifie rs  p u t  the 

B o ls h e v ik s  in  a  p o s itio n  to la u n c h  th o se  ‘ ten  d a y s  th a t s h o o k  th e  vvorld ’ ? W h a t  

vvere th e  o b s ta c le s  th a t c a u s e d  th em  to s tu m b le , a n d  s ta n d  b y  h e lp le ssly  

b e fo re  th e  h id e o u s  re g re s s io n  o f  S ta lin is m  th a t w a s  to  d is to r t  th e  re v o lu tio n  

a n d  to p a ra ly s e  a n d  u n d e rm in e  d o ze n s  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n ts  in 

s u c c e e d in g  d e c a d e s ?

I t  is n o  d is e r e d it  to  th em  to s a y , first o f  a li, th a t  th e  B o ls h e v ik s  v e r y  s o o n -  

in d e e d  fro m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  re v o lu tio n  -  shovved th e m se lv e s  u n a b le  to 

a s s u m e  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  m a sse s , b e c a u s e  th ey  s tu c k  to  th e ir  fu n d a m e n ta l 

p o lic y  a n d  th e ir  e th ic a l p r in c ip le s . In  th e  p a ro x y s m s  o f  O c t o b e r  1 9 1 7 , the 

P a r ty  m a c h in e  (stili a  sm a ll u n d e r g r o u n d  o rg a n iz a t io n )  h a d  to c o p e  vvith the 

re su lts  o fg e n e r a liz e d  c o lla p s e  a n d  im p e r ia lis t  e n c irc le m e n t. A n  e m b r y o  S tate  

h a d  to  b e  set u p  -  in vvhich  th e y  vvere c a u g h t  betvveen  th e  d e m a n d s  o f  ‘W a r 

C o m m u n is m ’ a n d  th e  p ro m is e  o f  th e  v vith erin g  avvay o f  th e  p r o le ta r ia n  S tate  

in  th e  fu tu re  -  a  re v o lu t io n a r y  a r m y  h ad  h a s tily  to be m o b iliz e d , b u t  for 

te e h n ie a l re a s o n s  (o r so it  s e e m e d  a t th e  tim e) its h ig h  c o m m a n d  h a d  to 

in e lu d e  o fficers  o f  th e  o ld  T s a r is t  a r m y , a n d  it h a d  to re tu rn  a lm o s t  vvholly  to 

tr a d it io n a l m ilita r y  m e th o d s . T h e  s a m e  P a r ty  a p p a r a tu s  h a d  -  o r  so, a g a in , it 

se e m e d  at th e  tim e  -  a  d u ty  to  c o o rd in a te  s tr a te g ic a l ly , a n d  e v e n  to  plan  

ta c t ic a lly ,  r e v o lu t io n a r y  s tr u g g le s  a li ö v e r  th e  vvorld. S o , vvith o u t e v e n  g e ttin g  

fo r m a l a g re e m e n t  fro m  th e  p a r ty  o f  R o s a  L u x e m b u r g , a n d  w h ile  E u ro p e a n  

so c ia l d e m o c r a c y  vvas fa r  fro m  h a v in g  re so lv e d  th e  cr is is  it vvas u n d e rg o in g , 

th e  B o ls h e v ik s  im p r o v is e d  a  nevv I n te r n a t io n a l o u t o f  a  lo t o f  sm a ll, d isp a ra te  

g ro u p s . T h e  P a r ty  vvas eve ry v v h e re , a n d  fe lt re s p o n s ib le  fo r e v e r y th in g . T h e



B o ls h e v ik  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  betvveen th e  m asse s  a n d  th e  v a n g u a r d  

m e a n t th a t  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  P a r ty  -  th e  a p p a r a tu s , in  o th e r  vvords -  h a d  to 

p u t  it s e lf  forvvard  in  e v e ry  s itu a t io n , sp e a k  for th e  p e o p le , tak e  c o m m a n d  o f  

th em  a n d  so  o n .

A li  th is  c a lls  fo r  a n a ly s e s  in  d e p th  o f  th e  v a r io u s  ‘a r e a s ’ -  o r g a n iz a t io n a l, 

p o lit ic a l, th e o r e tic a l a n d  e th ic a l -  o f  B o ls h e v is m . O n e  c o u ld  s ta rt  fro m  th e  

fa c t  -  th a t  se e m s to  m e u n d e n ia b le  -  th a t th e  h a n d fu l o f  ‘o ld  B o lsh fcv ik s’ , 

co n s c io u s  o f  th e ir  m iss io n  a n d , vvith fe w  e x c e p tio n s , n o t in to x ic a te d  vvith 

su c c e ss , n e v e rth e le s s  c o n tr ib u te d , fo r  re a so n s o f  p r o p a g a n d a  a n d  p a r ty  

c o h e s io n , to  a llo v v in g  a  collective p h a n ta s y  o f  o m n ip o te n c e  to  d e v e lo p  vvhich  a t 

tim es a s s u m e d  m e g a lo m a n ia c  p r o p o rtio n s  a m o n g  th e  n evvcom ers to  th e  

P a r ty . T h e  P a r ty  b e c a m e  in v e s te d  vvith a  k in d  o f  m e s s ia n ic  v o c a t io n , b e in g  

d e s tin e d  b y  h is to ry  to  be a  u n iv e r s a l ju d g e  o f  tru e  a n d  fa lse , o fg o o d  a n d  b a d  

r e v o lu tio n a r ie s  a n d  so  o n . T h e  m e c h a n is t ic  n o tio n s  p r e v a i lin g  a m o n g  th e  

in te llig e n ts ia  o f  th e  p e rio d  a lso  p la y e d  th e ir  p a rt: fo r in s ta n c e  th e re  vvas th a t 

d e p lo r a b le  a n a lo g y , vvh ich  s t ili  p e r v e r ts  th e  vvorkers’ m o v e m e n t to d a y , o f  th e  

‘d r iv in g  b e lt ’ a s  a n  im a g e  o f  hovv m a ss  o r g a n iz a tio n s  s h o u ld  b e  m e d ia tin g  

betvveen th e  P a r ty  a n d  th e  m a sse s , to  m a k e  su re  th a t  o rd e rs  vvere p a s s e d  on  

c o rr e c tly ,

T h e  L e n in is t  P a r t y  vvas n o  m o re  p r e p a r e d  th a n  a n y  o t h e r -  e s p e c ia lly  n o t a t 

th e  th e o r e tic a l le v e l -  to  re s p o n d  to  a n d  e n c o u ra g e  s u c h  a  vvh olly  nevv p ro ces s  

o f  in s t itu t io n a liz a tio n  a s  th e  d e v e io p m e n t  o f  th e  so v ie ts  w a s  a t  first. L a t e r  on , 

vvhether o r g a n iz in g  vvorkers, y o u n g  p e o p le , vvom en o r  a n y o n e  e lse , th ey  n e v e r  

r e a lly  g o t  avvay fro m  th e  tr a d ıt io n a l p a t t e m . N o  la s t in g  in s titu tio n a l in n o v a -  

tion c o u ld  h a v e  d e v e lo p e d . O n c e  p ovver h a d  b e en  s e iz e d , th e  so v ie ts  d is-  

a p p e a r e d .

T h e  en d  r e s u lt , e v e n  b e fo re  L e n in  d ie d , vvas to  b e  th e  e lim in a tio n  a n d  

p e rs e c u tio n  o f  a li  o p p o s it io n  (th e  o u tla v v in g  o f  th e  L e ft  S o c ia l  R e v o lu t io n a r ­

ies, th e  a n a r c h is ts , th e  vvo rk ers’ o p p o s it io n , fr a c tio n s  vvith in  th e  P a r ty , e te .) . 

T h e r e  fo llovved, in  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  p o p u la r  co u n ter-v ve ig h t, a  c a n c e ro u s  

grovvth o f  p o lit ic a l,  p o liç e , m ilita r y , e c o n o m ic  a n d  e v e r y  o th e r  k in d  o f  

te c h n o c r a c y . T h e  m ilita r iz a t io n  o f  th e  R e d  A r m y  b y  T r o t s k y  vvas to  b e  

follovved b y  h is  p la n  o f  m ilita r iz in g  th e  tr a d e  u n io n s a n d  s e tt in g  u p  a  s y ste m  o f  

forced  la b o u r  -  a li ju s t i f ie d  b y  la b o r io u s  a rg u m e n ts  b a s e d  o n  q u a s i- lu n a t ic  

th eo ries, s u c h  as th e  s ta te m e n t th a t  fe u d a l s e r f  la b o u r  h a d  b e en  a  ‘p r o g re s s iv e  

p h e n o m e n o n ’ . 10 I t  vvas to  b e  S ta lin  w h o  a c tu a lly  p u t  a li th ese  vvon drous 

th eories in to  p r a c t ic e  -  a n d  m ilita r iz e d  the P a r ty , th e  S ta te  a n d  th e  T h ir d  

In te rn a tio n a l in to  th e  b a r g a in . A s  e a r ly  a s  19 2 1 , th e  c o m m u n e  o f  K r o n s ta d t  

vvas u n iv e r s a lly  re p u d ia te d  a n d  c a lu m n ia t e d .11

10. I s a a c  D e u ts c h e r , T heProphet Arm ed, O U P ,  19 5 4 , p . 50 1.

1 1 . C f .  th e  t ra n s la t io n  o f  th e  fo u rte e n  is su e s  o f  Isvestia fro m  K r o n s ta d t  in  L a  Commune de Cronstaât, 

B e lib a ste ; a ls o  N i dieû ni maître, d e  D e lp h e s , p .  5 5 6 .



T h u s  T r o t s k y , fo rced  in to  L e n in is m  b y  th e  r e v o lu tio n , y e t  a lvvays in tw o  

m in d s, c a m e  to  a p p ly  vvith s a v a g e  r ig id ity  a  g r o te s q u e  B o ls h e v is m , a  ü n e th at 

w a s  th e  p r e c is e  o p p o s ite  o f  th e  o n e  he h a d  fo llo w e d  as le a d e r  o f  the P e tro g ra d  

so v ie t in 190 5 a n d  1 9 1 7 . B u t  in  h is c a se , u n lik e  L e n in , w h e n  h e re v e r se d  his 

ü n e , th e o r y  se e m s to  h a v e  c e a s e d  to  h a v e  a n y  c o n n e c tio n  vvith r e a lity  -  o r  at 

le a s t it o n ly  b e c a m e  re -c o n n e c te d  to  it a fte r  the e v e n t, th e  vvhole fu n c tio n  o f  his 

lite r a r y  a c t iv ity  b e in g  to  c r e a te  a  re tro a c t iv e  c o m p a t ib ilı ty . T r o ts k y  in  fa c t  

alvvays b e c a m e  th e  m a n  o f  im p o s s ib le  s itu a tio n s; h e  w a s  v e r ita b ly  p o sse sse d  

b y  ‘ iro n  d is c ip lin e ’ , th e  m e c h a n ic s  o f  r e g u la tio n , a  b e l ie f in  h is ‘ re p res en ta -  

t iv e n e s s ’ v e r g in g  o n  s e lf-d r a m a tiz a t io n  -  a n d  th is d e s p ite  th e  fa c t  th a t  h e  h ad  

p r e v io u s ly  b e en  a m o ııg  the lo u d e s t  in d e n o u n c in g  th e  d a n g e r  o f  th e  ‘ p o litic a l 

s u b s t itu tio n is m ’ in h e r e n t in  L e n in is t  c e n tra lis m . H is  e x a g g e r a t io n s  w e re  un- 

d o u b te d ly  a  re su lt  o f  h is h a v in g  c o m e  la te  to  L e n in is m ; vvith th e  B o ls h e v ik  

‘o id  g u a r d ’ s p u r r in g  h im  on , h e  w a s  d r iv e n  to  o u t-c e n tr a liz e  the c e n tra lis ts . 

B u t  h e  a ls o  h a d  a  g e n e r a l te n d e n c y  to  e x c es s  in e v e r y th in g . L e n in  h im s e lf  

th o u g h t it n e c e s s a r v , in  h is T e s ta m e n t ,  a fte r  p r a is in g  h im  u n e q u iv o c a lly , to 

w a r n  o f T r o t s k y ’ s ‘ to o  fa r -r e a c h in g  se lf-c o n fid e n c e ’ a n d  h is ‘d is p o s itio n  to  be 

fa r  to o  m u c h  a ttr a c te d  b y  th e  p u r e ly  a d m in is tr a t iv e  s id e  o f  a ffa ir s ’ .

L e n in , less  o f  a  th e o r is t, c e r ta in ly  less lite ra r y  a n d  p e r h a p s  less d ir e c t ly  in 

to u c h  vvith th e  m a sse s  th a n  T r o t s k y , n e v e r  h a d  a n y  s u c h  d is c r e p a n c y  betvveen 

th e o r y  a n d  p r a c t ic e . C h a n g in g  o n e ’ s m in d  o r  a lte r in g  o n e ’s p o lit ic a l ün e 

n e v e r  seem  to h a v e  p r e s e n te d  a n y  re a l p r o b le m  to  h im . H is  vvhole b e in g  w as 

ce n tre d  o n  th e  o b je c t iv e  in  v ie w , th o u g h  h e  w a s  fa r  fro m  d e s p is in g  d ip lo m a c y  

a n d  c o m p ro m is e ; h e  d id  n o t fu n d a m e n ta lly  b e lie v e  th a t q u e s tio n s  o f  the 

in d iv id u a l m a tte re d  — s ta r t in g  vvith h im se lf. H is  vvhole p o lit ic a l h is to ry  

illu s tr a te s  th is , b u t it vvas p e r h a p s  p e c u ü a r ly  s ig n if ic a n t  in  re la tio n  to  vvh at I 

sh a ll c a li th e  m o m e n t o f  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l L e n in is t  b re a k th r o u g h , in  A u g u s t  

j 903, a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  S e c o n d  C o n g r e s s  o f  th e  A U -R u s s ia n  S o c ia l D e m o c r a tic  

L a b o u r  P a r ty . Y e t ,  a t le a s t  in  a p p e a r a n c e , m a tte rs  d id  n o t d e v e lo p  o n  an y  

c le a r  p o lit ic a l  o r  th e o r e tic a l b a s is .

T h e  s p lit , a c c o r d in g  to T r o t s k y ,  c a m e  o u t o f  a  c le a r  b lu e  s k y .12 E v e r y th in g  

vvas g o in g  n o r m a lly , vvith th e  tr a d it io n a l b ic k e r in g  a m o n g  th e  v a rio u s  

te ııd e n c ie s : fo r  th e  f if ty -e ig h t  d e le g a te s  ( o f  vvhom , ın c id e n ta lly , o n ly  three 

vvere vvorkers) m e e tin g  in  L o n d o n  a fte r  h a v in g  h a d  to  le a v e  B ru sse ls  a fte r  a 

p o liç e  v va rn in g , th e  m a in  a im  vvas to  c o n s o lid a te  th e  c o n s titu tio n  o f  the P a rty . 

T h e  tro u b ie  a ro s e  ö v e r  th e  d e fin it io n  o f  m e m b e rs h ip , vvith a  d isa g re e m e n t 

ö v e r  th e  m e a n in g  o f  tıvo uıords in o n e  p a r a g r a p h  o f  th e  s ta tu te s , a n d  the 

a rg u m e n t  th en  sh ifte d  to th e  n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  Is/cra ed ito ria l 

c o m m itte e :  fo r  re a so n s  o f  e ffıc ie n c y  -  vvhich m a y  vvell h a v e  c o n c e a le d  u lterio r

12. D e u ts c h e r , The Prophet Armed, p . 83. S e e  a lso  D e n ıs  A u t h ie r ’s recen t F re n c h  t ra n s ia ıio n  o f  the 

Report o f  the Siberian Delegation , w r it te n  b y  T r o t s k y  im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  th e  C o n g r e s s ,  S p a rta k u s  

C a h ie r s  M e n s u e ls ,  n o . 3 1 ,  19 70 ; a n d  T r o t s k y ’s Our Political T asks , £ d it io n s  P ie rre  B e llfo n d , 1970.



p o lit ic a l m o tiv e s  — L e n in  vvanted  it to  b e  re d u c e d  to  th re e. I t  w a s  p r o b le m s  o f  

th is  so rt th a t  s h a tte r e d  th e  p r e c a r io u s  e q u ilib r iu m  th a t  h a d  som ehovv b een  

m a in ta in e d  h ith e r to  a m o n g  th e  g r o u p s  th a t  c o n s titu te d  th e  R u s s ia n  S o c ia l 

D e m o c r a tic  P a r ty . T r o u b le  h a d  c e r ta in ly  b e en  s m o u ld e r in g  fo r so m e  tim e: 

th ere  h a d  b e en  ill- te m p e re d  p o le m ic s  ö v e r  d iv e r g e n c e s  vvith th e  ‘E c o n o m is ts ’ , 

vvho in fa c t c o m p ris e d  m o st o f  th e  P a r t y ’s w o r k in g -c la s s  m ilita n ts ; a n d  th e  

o b s e s s iv e  fe a r  o f  c e r ta in  o f  th e  P a r t y ’ s in te lle c tu a ls  o f  fa llin g  in to  re v is io n ism  

led  th em  to  e x a g g e r a te  th e  risk  (vvhich  c o u ld  o n ly  be im a g in a r y  in  the a c tu a l 

c o n te x t  o f  T s a r is t  R u ss ia )  o f  a  s p lit  betvveen  vvork o n  th e  s h o p  flo o r a n d  

p o lit ic a l a c tio n .

T h e n  to o  th e r e  w a s  th e  d e p lo r a b le  d is p u te  th a t  le d  to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  the 

B u n d : th e  ra t io h a lis m  o f  th e  le a d e rs  p r e v e n te d  th e ir  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  d es ire  

o f  th e  Jevvish  m ilita n ts  to  m a in ta in  a  m in im u m  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n a l id e n tity  — 

th o u g h  G o d  knovvs th e  c o n d itio n  o f je v v is h  vvorkers in  R u s s ia  a t th e  tim e  w a s 

p r e c a r io u s . O n  th is  p o in t, th e  le a d e r s h ip  m a d e  T r o t s k y  th e ir  sp o k e sm a n , a n d  

th e  v io le n c e  o f  h is  in te rv e n tio n s  w o n  h im  th e  n ic k n a m e  o f ‘ L e n in ’s c u d g e l’ . 

B u t  I c a n n o t  h e re  g iv e  a n  a d e q u a te  a c c o u n t  o f  a li th e  d e ta ils . S u ffic e  it to  s a y  

th a t th e  c h a in  o f  e v e n ts  c o u ld  n o t b e  h a lte d : M a r to v  b ro k e  vvith L e n in , th en  

L e n in  vvith P le k h a n o v , th en  P le k h a n o v  vvith T r o t s k y  -  a li a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  

in tr a n s ig e n t in v e c t iv e  a n d  th e  e n d  o f  lo n g s ta n d in g  fr ie n d s h ip s . Y e t  it  vvas 

a g a in s t  th is  b la c k  th e a tre , vvith th is  c la u s tr o p h o b ic  p s y c h o d r a m a , th a t a nevv 

s ig n ify in g  s y s te m  c a m e  in to  b e in g , a  nevv a x io m a tic  o f  th e  re v o lu t io n a r y  

m o v e m e n t, o n  vvhich  o u r  th in k in g  is s t ili  la r g e ly  d e p e n d e n t  to d a y .

Y V hat h a p p e n e d  a t th a t  C o n g r e s s  vvas r e p e a te d  ad injinitum e lsevvhere. 

S ta te m e n ts  vvere h a r d e n e d  in to  d o g m a , a n d  ta k e n  c o m p le te ly  o u t  o f  th e  

c o n te x t in  vvhich  th e y  h a d  b e en  m a d e . A s  d o m in a n t u tte r a n c e s , th e ir  fu n c tio n  

then  b e c a m e  th a t  o f  s e e k in g  to  c o n tro l a li d iv e r g e n t  u tte r a n c e . A  vvhole 

p ro fe ssio n a l B o ls h e v ik  s ty le  a n d  a tt itu d e s , a  p e rv e rte d  fo n d n es s  fo r c r e a t in g  

splits o n  m a tte rs  o f  p r in c ip le  -  a c c o m p a n ie d  vvith a  fle x ib ility  o f  ta c tic s  th a t  

a lm o st a t  tim e s  v e r g e d  o n  d u p l i c i t y -  e n te r e d  th e  sp h e re  o f  m ilita n t  s u b je c tiv ­

ity. I  a m  c o n v in c e d  th a t  p h o n e tic is ts , p h o n o lo g is ts  a n d  s e m a n tic is ts  w o u ld  b e  

able  to  tr a c e  b a c k  to  th is  e v e n t  th e  c r y s ta liiz a t io n  o f  ce rta in  lin g u is tic  

c h a ra c te r is t ic s , th e  vvays -  a lvvays th e  s a m e  -  in  vvhich  s te r e o ty p e d  fo rm u la e  

are stili h a m m e re d  o u t  b y  re v o lu t io n a r ie s  to d a y , v vh ate v er la n g u a g e  th e y  a re  

taken  fro m . A  nevv v a r ia n t  o f  th e  u n iv e r s a l la n g u a g e  o f  re v o lu tio n  -  a  ‘sp e c ia l 

la n g u a g e ’ in d ee d ! -  vvas b o rn  o u t  o f  th is  th e a tre  o f  th e  a b s ü r d , g iv in g  fo rm  to  a  

m essage  d iv id e d  a g a in s t  it s e lf  a n d  s o lid ity  to  a  d o c tr in e  o f  a n ti-re v is io n is m , 

a n ti-c e n tr ism , e te .

It a lso  c r e a te d  a n  a r e a  o f  in e r t ia  th a t  vvas se r io u s ly  to  r e s tr ic t  th e  o p e n n e ss  

o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m ilita n ts  tra in e d  in  th a t  s c h o o l, ju s t ify in g  th em  in  a n  

u n critica l a c c e p ta n c e  o f  s lic k -s o u n d in g  s lo g a n s , a n d  c a u s in g  m o st o f  th em  to 

belittle th e  fu n c tio n  o f  d e s ire  -  firs t  fo r  th e m se lv e s , in  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  th e ir  o w n ,



n e w -s ty le  b u r e a u c r a d z a t io n , a n d  th e n  fo r the m a sse s , tovvards w h o m  th ey  

w e re  to d e v e lo p  a d o m in e e r in g  a n d  c o n te m p tu o u s  a tt itu d e , th a t h a te fu l ‘ lo v e ’ 

o f  th e  m ilita n t  w h o  k n o w s e v e r y th in g  a priori a n d  s y s te m a tic a lly  re fu ses to 

lis te n  to  a n y th in g  o th e r  th a n  th e  P a r ty  ü n e . T h e  o p iu m  o f  th e  m ilita n t, a 

s a d o - m a s o c h is t ic  e n tic e m e n t! T h e  d e s ire  o f  th e  m a sse s  c e r ta in ly  in c lu d e s  a  

vvill to  fig h t , b u t  a ls o  a  k n o w le d g e  th a t  d o e s  n o t n e c e s s a r ily  c o in c id e  w ith  a n  

o v e r -s c h e m a t ic  P a r ty  ü n e  th a t  tak e s  n o  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  u n e x p e c te d n e s s  o f  

ev e n ts  o r e x c e p tio n a l re a rr a n g e m e n ts  o f  povver a lig n m e n ts : a jo y le s s  ü n e. N o t 

th a t  th e  m a sse s  a re  in th e m se lv e s  a n a r c h is t , b u t it is fo r th e m se lv e s  th a t th ey  

w a n t  to  fig h t, a t th e ir  o w n  p a c e , to  su it  th e ir  ovvn in c ü n a tio n  a n d  as th ey  

p le a s e , th o u g h  th e y  vvill p u t  th e m s e lv e s  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  a P a r ty  a p p a r a tu s  

w h e n  th e y  a re  b affled  b y  c o n fi ic d n g  a lte r n a d v e s , o r  s im p ly  io se  i n terest  

a lto g e th e r .

F ro m  th is  fu n d a m e n ta l b r e a c h , th en , th e  L e n in is t  m a c h in e  w a s  la u n c h e d  

o n  its c a re e r ; h is to ry  w a s  stili to  g iv e  it  a fa c e  a n d  a s u b s ta n c e , b u t  its 

fu n d a m e n ta l e n c o d in g , so  to  s a y , w a s  a lr e a d y  d e te rm in e d . B a s ic a l ly ,  the 

q u e s tio n  w e  c o m e  u p  a g a in s t  is vvhat o th e r  m a c h in e  -  i f a  m a c h in e  th ere  m u st 

b e  -  c o u ld  r e p la c e  it , m o re  e ffe c t iv e ly , a n d  vvith less d a m a g e  to th e  d e s ire  o f  

th e  m a sse s . O f  c o u rs e  I a m  n o t s a y in g  th a t it is th e  b re a c h  o f  1903 alorıe th at 

h as  p e rs is te d  th ro u g h  h is to r y , fro m  L e n in is m  to S ta lin is m  to  M a o is m ; th in g s  

h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  a lte r e d  vvith c irc u m s ta n c e s . I  a m  s im p ly  s a y in g  th a t  the 

fu n d a m e n ta l s ig n ifie rs , th e  C a rd in a l p o s itio n s , e n te r e d  h is to r y  a t th a t  m o m ­

e n t. T h is  is s im p ly  a  vvorkin g  h y p o th e s is  th a t  m u s t  b e  e x a m in e d  vvith  ca re , 

r e -w o rk e d , p e r h a p s  e v e n  o u s te d  a lto g e th e r . M y  in te n tio n  vvas to g iv e  a  b r ie f  

i llu s tr a tio n  o f  o n e  p o s s ib le  lin e  o f  a n a ly s is , a n d  I m u st stress th a t  this 

r e s e rv a tio n  is n o t ju s t  a  m a tte r  o f  fo rm : I a m  n o t g o in g  to d o  to  th e  m y th s  o f  the' 

p r e s e n t-d a y  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n t  vvhat p s y c h o a n a ly s ts , fo r in s ta n c e , do 

to  th e  m y th s  o f  a ı ıt iq u ity  -  ta k in g  th e m  as a b s o lu te  re fe re n c e  p o in ts , a n d  

c la im in g  th a t  th e y  a re  p r e c is e ly  th e  s a m e  as th e m se lv e s , a t  e v e r y  s ta g e  a n d  in 

e v e r y  a re a  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g y  o f  th e  u n c o n sc io u s .

I n d e e d , vvhat m u st be m a d e  a b s o lu te ly  c le a r  is th e  fa c t  th a t, as lo n g  as no 

r e v o lu t io n a r y  interpretation h as  c a s t  a n y  nevv ü g h t  o n  th in g s , e v e r y  p erio d  

re m a in s  th e  p r is o n e r  o f  historically definable m y th s . I b e g a n  vvith th e  ‘ B o lsh e v ik  

c o m p le x ’ , b u t  I c o u ld  e q u a ! ly  h a v e  tak e n  th e  ‘ 1936  c o m p le x ’ as m y  s ta rtin g  

p o in t , vvith its v a r ia n ts  o f  a n ti- fa s c is m  -  u n ite d  n a tio n a l fro n t, p o p u la r  front, 

a n d  e v e n  th e  c r u m b lin g  a n d  h ollovv m y th  o f  th e  ‘a llia n c e  o f  a li th e  p e o p le ’ that 

d id  s u c h  h a rm  to  th e  a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  s tru g g le . T h is  tim e , i f o n e  is to  p in p o in t 

a  fu n d a m e n ta l b re a k th r o u g h  (fo llo vv in g  on  fro m  th e  e a r lie r  o n e ), vvhat 

h a p p e n e d  m u s t  be seen  in  r e ia t io n  to a  p ro c e s s  th a t  vvas g o in g  o n  in  the h eads 

o f  th e  S ta lin is t  b u r e a u c r a ts  w h e n  th ey  w e n t  th ro u g h  th e  m o tio n s  o f  h o ld in g a  

S e v e n th  C o n g r e s s  o f  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l in  1935, a fte r  H it le r ’s c o m in g  to povver 

a n d  th e  R e ic h s ta g  fire. U n a b le  m u c h  lo n g e r  to  c o n c e a l th e  b a n k r u p tc y  o f  the



ü n e  fb llo w e d  s in c e  5929, D im itr o v  b e c a m e  th e  s p o k e s m a n  o f  th e  o ffic ia l 

a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  th e  fa c tio n a l e rro rs  o f  th e  s o -c a lle d  ‘ th ird  p e r io d ’ in  fa v o u r  o f  

p r e c is e ly  th e  o p p o s ite  p o l i c y -  a  svvitch  th a t  vvas to  c a r r y  th e  e n tire  co m m u n is t  

m o v e m e n t in to  th e  m o st a p p a llin g  o p p o rtu n is m  to  fit in  vvith th e  p o lic y  o f  

M o sco vv . M o sco vv , as vve knovv, vvas to  d o  a n o th e r  a b o u t- tu r n  vvith th e  G e r -  

m a n - S o v ie t  p a c t , a n d  e v e n  e n d e d  b y  n e g o t ia t in g  vvith im p e ria lis m  th e  d is- 

s o lu tio n  o f  vvhat vvas n o  Io n g er a n y  m o re  th a n  a m a k e -b e lie v e  In te rn a tio n a l.

T h a t  ‘ p o p u la r - fr o n t  c o m p le x ’ a ls o  le ft  b e h in d  a n o th e r , ideaL ized , a s p e c t, 

vvhich o n e  c o u ld  il lu s tr a te  e ith e r  b y  th e  e m a c ia te d  o u tlin e  o f  th e  In te rn a t io n a l 

B r ig a d e  v o lu n te e r  r e tu r n in g  fro m  S p a in , th e  b ittern ess  o fd e fe a t  c a u s in g  h im  

to le a v e  u n a sk e d  th e  q u e s tio n  ‘ W h y ? ’ a fte r  so  g r e a t  a n  in v is ib le  b e tra y a l; o r  b y  

the ro s e -c o lo u re d  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  ‘s p ir it  o f  th e  R e s is ta n c e ’ th a t  vvas im p re sse d  

on s e v e r a l g e n e r a tio n s  in  th e  d a y s  a fte r  th e  L ib e r a t io n , s t ili la r g e ly  b o u n d  u p  

vvith th e  illu s io n s  o f  p re-vvar tim e s, vvith p a c ifism , vvith th e  b a c k -to -th e -la n d  

m y s tiq u e , a li e x p r e s s in g  a  s y s te m a tic  meconnaissance o f  th e  h a rd  re a lity  o f  the 

class s tru g g le  a n d  im p e r ia lis t  c o n fro n ta tio n .

I a m  n o t c o n c e rn e d  h e re  vvith th e  q u e s tio n  o f  vvh eth er o r  n o t a  r e v o lu t io n ­

ary p r a x is  c a n  p r e v e n t it s e lf  b e in g  s id e -tr a c k e d  in to  s u c h  c o lle c tiv e  p h a n ta s y  

fo rm a tio n s vvhich  in a  se n se  p u n c tu a te  h is to ry , b u t  c a n  a ls o  p a r a ly s e  o r  

p o s itiv e ly  p e r v e r t  th e  m a s s e s .13 T h is  q u e s d o n  b o ils  d o w n  to  d e c id in g  vvhat 

c o n d itio n s vvould  p e r m it  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  in d e p e n d e n t g r o u p s  c a p a b le  o f  

co n tro llin g  th e ir  ovvn p h a n ta s iz in g  s u ff ic ie n tly  to  r e s tr ic t  it to  transitional 

p h a n ta sie s  -  p h a n ta s ie s  vvhose h is to r ic a l lim ita t io n  is re c o g n iz e d  -  a n d  to 

p reven t th e  g r o u p ’s b e c o m in g  b o g g e d  dovvn in  the p h a n ta s ie s  o f  th e  d o m in a n t 

g ro u p  a n d  so  it s e lf  b e c o m in g  a  d e p e n d e n t  g ro u p . A n d  I w o u ld  stre ss , h e re , 

that a n y  a tte m p t  a t  a n a ly s is , in  th is  sp h e re , vvould  h a v e  to  c o n s id e r  n o t o n ly  

the u tte r a n c e s  o f  h is to ry  as th e y  h a v e  re a c h e d  u s, b u t a ls o  th e  vvay th e  a u th o rs  

of su ch  u tte r a n c e s  a r e  c o n s titu te d  a n d  h o w  th ey  fu n ctio n .

T o  r e tu r n  to  th o se  fevv d o z e n  d e le g a te s  a t  th e  S e c o n d  C o n g r e s s  o f  th e  S o c ia l 

D e m o c ra tic  L a b o u r  P a rty :  th e y  vvere c le a r ly  q u ite  in c a p a b le  o f  fa c in g  a n d  

a d m ittin g  th e  tru th , p e rh a p s  fo r  th e  v e r y  re a so n  th a t  th e y  vvere to ta lly  

su rro u n d ed  b y  it . S o m e  d a y  it  m a y  b e  p o s s ib le  to  ta lk  o f  th e  p r in c ip a l 

delegate , L e n in , vvith o u t b r in g in g  u p o n  o n e s e lfa  flo o d  o f a b u s e ,  a n d  to try  to  

explore a  p h a s e  o f  h is  life  th a t  vvas c e r ta in ly  o n e  o f  th e  s ta r t in g  p o in ts  o f  th a t 

radical b r e a k  th a t  c o n s titu te s  L e n in is m : I m e a n  th e  cris is  in  h is life  vvhen, in 

the s p r in g  o f  18 8 7, h is  e ld e r  b r o th e r  A le x a n d e r  vvas e x e c u te d  as th e  c h ie f  

culprit in  a n  a tte m p t  to  a s s a s s in a te  T s a r  A le x a n d e r  I I I .  In  h is  b io g r a p h y  o f  

L e n in ,14 L o u is  F is c h e r  shovvs hovv o ff ic ia l h is to ry  h a s  m isre p re s e n te d  the

13. I s a a c  D e u ts c h c r ,  a d o p t in g  T r o t s k y 's  a n a ly s is  o f  N a z is m , ta lk s  o f  th e  ‘ p o litic a l  n e u ro sis  o f  

im p overished  m ill io n s  [th a t]  g a v e  N a t io n a l  S o c ia lis m  its fo rc e  a n d  im p e tu s ’ {The Prophel Outcasi> 

O V P ,  19 63, p . 13 3 ).

14. L o u is  F is c h c r ,  Lenine, C h r is tİa n  B o u r g o is ,  1966.



re la tiv e  p o s itio n s  o f  th e  b ro th e rs . T h e  S ta lin is t  v ie w  is a  s im p le  on e: on  the o n e  

h a n d  w a s  th e  N a r o d n ik  te rro r is t, a n d  o n  th e  o th e r  the y o u n g  M a r x is t  w h o , 

w h en  h is b ro th e r  d ıe d , d e c la r e d , ‘W e  m u st d o  it d iffe re n tly  -  th is is n o t th e  

r ig h t  p a th  . .

In  fa c t , u p  to th a t  s ta g e , V o lo d ia  -  th e  fu tu re  L e n in , th en  on ]y  se v e n te e n  -  

h a d  n o t b e e n  fo llo vv in g  h is b r o th e r ’s re v o lu t io n a r y  p a th  a t a li. In d e e d , th ey  

d id  n o t e v e n  g e t  on  v e r y  w e ll.  V V hereas V o lo d ia  vvas a  c h e ss  e n th u s ia s t  a n d  

io v e d  to  re a d  T u r g e n e v , A le x a n d e r  vvas tr a n s la t in g  M a r x  in to  R u s s ia n , 

s tu d y in g  Capital a n d  le a d in g  a  g ro u p  o f  m ilita n ts  vvho b e io n g e d  b oth  to the 

r e v o lu t io n a r y  Narodnya Volya (P e o p le ’ s P a rty )  a n d  P le k h a n o v ’ s M a r x is t  

g ro u p . A  f a r c r y  fro m  the S ta lin is t  p ie tu re ! A le x a n d e r , b y  d o g g e d ly  re fu s in g  to 

b e g  th e  T s a r  fo r c le m e n c y , b e c a m e  a  le g e n d a ry  fig ü re  to  R u s s ia n  re v o lu -  

tıo n a r ie s . I t  vvas o n ly  a fte r  h is d e a th  th a t  V o lo d ia  b e c a m e  in te re ste d  in  his 

id e a s , a n d  a t first h e vvas e q u a lly  s y m p a th e t ic  to th e  narodniks. In  fa c t, th o u g h  

h e la te r  b e c a m e  lie rc e ly  o p p o s e d  to  th e m , L e n in  vvas to b e  a b u s e d  b y  le g a lis t ic  

s o c ia l d e m o c r a ts  for th e  rest o f  h is  life  fo r h is  ta s te  for te rro r ism  a n d  

u n d e rg ro u n d  o rg a n iz a t io n s .

T h is  v e r y  re a l c h a n g e  vvas to tu rn  the fu tu re  o f  th e  b r ill ia n t  s tu d e n t 

c o m p le te ly  u p s id e  d o w n , a n d  o n e  m u st c e rta in ly  lo o k  b a c k  to it to u n d e rs ta n d  

th e  fu n d a m e n ta l a n d  in tr a c ta b le  d iffe re n ce  betvveen  L e n in ’s re la tio n s h ip  to 

r e a lity  -  v vh a te v er  h is p o lit ic o -th e o r e tic a l u tte ra n c e s  -  a n d  th a t  o f  a m an  like 

T r o ts k y .

T r o t s k y  vva svvo rld s a w a y : h e to o  h a d  u n d e rg o n e  a s h a tte r in g  c h a n g e , b u t  it 

h a d  m a rk e d  h im  less o b v io u s ly , a fF ecting m a in ly  his im a g in a t iv e  cap acity. 

T h e r e  a re  g o o d  re a so n s  fo r b e lie v in g  th a t, th r o u g h o u t  his life , th e  fa c t o f  b e in g  

a  je v v  le d  h im  to seek  fo r a se n se  o f  b e lo n g in g , a  le g it im a tio n , e ven  at th e  risk  o f 

b e c o m in g  id e n tif ie d  vvith th e  d o m in a n t  im a g e . E v e n  his pseudonym  vvas the 

n a m e  o f  o n e  o f  his fo r m e r g a o le r s  in O d e s s a  p r iso n , vvritten  on  h is fo rged  

p a s s p o r t  on  th e  s p u r  o f  th e  m o m e n t w h en  h e escaped fro m  Irk u ts k  in  1902. I 

s h o u ld  lik e  to  h o p e , vvith o u t o ffe n d in g  th e  s e n sitiv e  o r  re a vv ak e n in g  S ta lin is t  

ra c is m , th a t  h is to r ia n s  vvill o n e  d a y  g iv e  m o re  th o u g h t to I s a a c  D e u ts c h e r ’s 

q u e s tio n : ‘ In  th is  h a z a rd o u s. escape d id  th e  Identification vvith h is g a o le r  

p e rh a p s  g r a t ıfy  in  th e  fu g it iv e  a  s u b c o n s c io u s  c r a v in g  fo r s a fe ty ? ’ 15

T h is  m ig h t g iv e  us b e tte r  c lu e s .to  in te rp r e tin g  su c h  a p p a r e n t ly  a b e rr a n t 

fa c ts  as th e  m o tiv e  g iv e n  b y  T r o ts k y  im m e d ia te iy  a fte r  th e  O c t o b e r  re v o lu tio n  

fo r re fu s in g  L e n in ’s p r o p o s a l th a t  h e b e c o m e  p re s id e n t o f  th e  first g o v e rn m e n t 

o f  so v ie ts  -  n a m e ly  th a t h e vvas a  Jew . I t  m ig h t a lso  b e  p o s s ib le  to see  fu rth er 

th an  D e u t s c h e r ’s r a th e r  h a s ty  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  a n o th e r  in c id e n t: h e puts 

d o w n  to  s im p le je a lo u s y  T r o t s k y ’s re fu sa l to  b e c o m e  d e p u ty  c h a ir m a n  o f  the 

C o u n c il  o f  P e o p le ’s C o m m is s a r s  as L e n in  k e p t b e g g in g  h im  to  -  fro m  A p ril

15. D e u ts c h e r , The Prophet Armed, p. 56.



1922 u n til h e d ie d  -  in o rd e r  to  p r o v id e  a  co u n ter-v ve ig h t to S ta lin  a t th e  h ead  

o f 't h e  p a r ty  a p p a r a t u s .16 In n u m e r a b le  s u c c e ss iv e  in h ib itio n s  led  T r o ts k y , 

H a m ie t- lik e , to re fu se  as lo n g  as p o s s ib le  to  tak e  a n y  re a l a c tio n  a g a in s t  

S ta lin , d e s p ite  th e  u rg in g s  o f  L e n in , p a r a ly s e d  on his d e a th b e d . I t  vvas o n ly  

lo n g  a fte r  L e n in ’s d e a th  th a t h e vvas to  e m b a r k  on  a  fierce  s tr u g g le  a g a in s t  the 

b u r e a u c r a c y , a n d  b y  th en  th e  s ıtu a t io n  h a d  b e c o m e  so c o r r u p t  th a t  a n y  su ch  

a tte m p t c o u ld  o n ly  le a d  to  d e a th .

I f i t  is tru e  th a t s u c h  vveigh ty  s ta k e s  vvere p o te n tia lly  at issu e  in the d eb a te s  

o f  th e  1903 C o n g r e s s , a n d  th a t th e y  c o u ld  b e  sen sed  in th e  w a y  th e  u n co n - 

sc io u s  c h a in s  vvere d e v e lo p in g  th en , it is e asy  to see  vvhy th o se  ta k in g  p a rt 

s u d d e n ly  c e a s e d  to b e  ra t io n a l, d a z e d  b y  th re a te n in g  h is to r ic a l tru th s , and  

te m p te d  to  ta k e  re fu g e  in s te re o ty p e d  m o d es o f  d e fe n c e  a n d  p r e ju d ic e s .17 

A p a r t  fro m  L e n in  -  th a t is -  vvho se e m s on  the c o n tra ry  to  h a v e  e m e rg e d  fro m  

the o rd e a l s tro n g e r , a n d  m o re  d e te rm in e d  th an  e v e r  to  g e t  rid  o f  th e  fr ie n d ly  

w a y  o f  d o in g  th in g s  in  so c ia l d e m o c r a c y . H o vvever, im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  the 

C o n g re s s  h e vvrote to P o tre s o v : ‘A n d  novv I a m  a s k in g  m yse lf: fo r w h a t re a so n  

sh o u ld  vve p a r t  to  b e c o m e  life - lo n g  en em ie s?  I a m  re c e iv in g  a li th e  e v e n ts  a n d  

ım p re ss io n s  o f  th e  c o n g re ss , I a m  avvare th a t o ften  I a c te d  a n d  b e h a v e d  in 

te rrib le  ir r ita tio n , “ m a d ly ” , a n d  I a m  vvillin g  to a d m it  th is g u ilt  to a n y b o d y -  

ıf  o n e  c a n  c a li g u ilt  s o m e th in g  th a t  vvas n a tu r a lly  c a u s e d  b y  th e  a tm o sp h e re , 

the re a c tio n s , th e  re to rts , th e  s tr u g g le , e t e . ’ 18

H o vvever, vvith o u t q u e s tio n in g  th e  s in c e r ity  o f  th is , o n e  m a y  stili b e lie ve  

th a t, a t b o tto m , h e  h a d  n o  illu s io n s  as to  th e  c h a n c e s  o f  r e p a ir in g  th e  d a m a g e . 

A s  fa r as h e  vvas c o n c e rn e d , o n e  p h a s e  vvas ö v er . F o rm e r  c o m ra d e s  c o u ld , o f  

co u rse, a lvvays re tu rn  to  vvhat h e c o n s id e re d  the m a jo r ity  o f  th e  P a rty , b u t  it 

vvould b e  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  a  nevv, a n d  h e n c e fo rth  u n q u e s tio n e d , c e n tra lism . In  

fact, th o se  m ilita n ts  vvho h a d  n o t a t  first been  fo r m a lly  a ffilia te d  to the 

L e n in is t  c a m p  d r ifte d  tovvards th e  r a th e r  v a g u e  g r o u p  th a t  c o m p rise d  the 

M e n s h e v ik s . A  n u m b e r  o f  th em  e m e rg e d  from  the o rd e a l p e r m a n e n tly  in tvvo 

m inds: M a r to v , fo r  in s ta n c e , vvho h a d  b een  a fr o n t-ra n k in g  m ilita n t, con - 

tin u ed  a m b iv a le n t  th ro u g h  the Z im m e rv v a ld  C o n fe r e n c e s  a n d  th e  r e v o lu tio n , 

and on  u p  to  h is d e a th  in  e x ile  in  1923.

T h o u g h  it m a y  b e  sa id  th a t  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l o p tio n s  o f  L e n in is m  vvere 

c ry sta lliz e d  fro m  th a t  tim e  forvvard , th e  s a m e  is n o t tru e  o f  th e  o th e r  

ten d en cies. T h e  a v a ila b le  a lte r n a t iv e s  seem  alvvays to h a v e  b een  in  se a rch  o f

16. D e u ts c h e r , The Prophet Unarmed, p p . 3 5 ,6 6 ,  8 7. T h e  S ta lin is ts ,  a lsv a y s  re a d y  to a b u s e , sp o k e  o f  

his re fu sa l as a n  in s u lt  to L e n in .

17. O n e  m ig h t  a p p ly  h e re  w h a t  L a c a n  s a y s  o f  th e  s u b je c t iv e  d r a m a  o f  th e  p h ilo s o p h e r  w h o  h a s  to 

co n tain  a  m a jö r  c r is is  in  h is  th in k in g : th a t  d r a m a  ‘ h a s  its v ie t im s , a n d  th e re  is n o lh in g  to s u g g e s t  th at 

their fa te  is re la te d  to th e O e d ip u s  m y t h \  e x c e p t,  h e s a y s  ia te r  o n , th a t th e  vvhole m y th  is it s e i f  

b ro u g h t in to  q u e s t io n .

j8 . D e u ts c h e r , The Prophet Armed> p . 8 o n .



people to a d o p t th e m , a n d  m o v in g  vvith a  ce rta in  flu id ity  fro m  o n e  a d h e re n t to 

an oth er. T h e  m ilita n t  s c e n a r io  o f  1903 vvas stili fa r  fro m  h a v in g  d e v e lo p e d  

into th a t  v a s t  m a n -e a tin g  m a c h in e  th a t p o s t-re v o lu tio n a r y  R u s s ia  vvas to 

b e co m e , in vvhich  a  sh o w  tr ia l, th e a tre  o f  a  v e r y  d iffe re n t k in d , vvould in fo rm  

e v e r y  o n e  o n c e  a n d  fo r  a li w h a t  o ffic ia l h is to r y  vvould re c o rd  th em  as h a v in g  

been  -  o r n o t b e en . A t  th is  s ta g e , S ta lin , vvho vvas s in g le -m in d e d  i f  e v e r  a m an  

vvas, h ad  n o t y e t  b e co m e  th e  p r o to ty p e  a n d  le a d e r  o f  a  s a d is tic  p seu d o - 

B o ls h e v is m . T r o t s k y  vvas n o t y e t th e  m an  vvhose e v e ry  s ta te m e n t m u st be 

re fu te d , a n d  vvho m u st e v e n tu a lly  b e  m u r d e re d  -  th e  m a in  e fîe ct o f  lies an d  

c a lu m n ie s  b e in g  to n e u tr a liz e  a n y  p o s s ib ility  o f  the S ta l in is ts ’ p r o d u c in g  th e ir  

ovvrı id e a s , d o o m in g  th em  b y  a  p a r a d o x ic a l k in d  o f  r e a c tio n  to  re p e a t vvord for 

w o rd . th o u g h  ia te r , o u t  o f  c o n te x t  a n d  vvith d is ta ste , T r o ts k y is t  p ro n o u n ce -  

m e n ts  on  th e  e c o n o m y , in te rn a t io n a l p o litic s  a n d  so  o n . K a m e n e v  a n d  

Z in o v ie v  vvere n o t y e t  the ce n tr is ts  a n d  u lt im a te  tra ito rs  vvho h ad  from  the 

first m e r e ly  b een  b id in g  th e ir  tim e. A n d , be it a lso  s a id , L e n in  h im se lfvv a s  far 

fro m  b e in g  th a t  in tr a n s ig e n t fig ü r e  re p r e s e n tin g  a  r ig id  c e n tra lis m  p resen te d  

to us b y  s im p lis tic  h is to r ia n s . T r u t h  to  s a y , in  1903 c e n tra lis m  vvas in  the a ir; it 

vvas e v e n  fa s h io n a b le  in so c ia l d e m o c r a c y -  the v e n e r a b le  P le k h a n o v  h im s e lf  

vvas a  c e n tr a lis t , a n d  th e  y o u n g  T r o t s k y  u se d  h is su c c e ss  as an  o r a to r  to 

b e co m e  e v e n  m o re  o f  a  c e n tr a lis t  th a n  L e n in .

I m e n tio n  a li th is  h ere , s u m m a r ily  e n o u g h , m e r e ly  in  o r d e r  to  illu s tr a te  m y 

vievv th a t  a  s p lit  o f  th e  k in d  th a t o ff ic ia lly  d iv id e d  R u s s ia n  so c ia l d e m o c r a c y  in 

rg  12 in to  tw o  ir r e c o n c ila b le  p a rtie s  (vvith a li th a t it  e n ta ile d  fo r the u n fo ld in g  

o f  th e  re v o lu t io n )  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  c o u n te r -d e te rm in e d  lo n g  b e fo re , nachtrâg- 

lich, b y  d e fe rre d  a c tio n  (to  u se  F r e u d ’s te rm ), a n d  in  a re a s  q u ite  d iffe re n t from  

th o se  t r a d it io n a liy  fo c u se d  o n  b y  th o se  vvho p la n  h is to ry . T h is  is e s p e c ia lly  the 

c a se  in  th e  d e ta il I h a v e  b a r e ly  to u c h e d  o n  o f  w h a t  I c a li  ‘ m ilita n t  rep resen - 

t a t io n ’ , vvh ich  is i t s e l f  s im p ly  th e  m a ııife s ta tio n  o f  u n c o n s c io u s  sign ifiers, 

p o te n tia l u tte r a n c e s  a n d  C r e a t iv e  c r is e s  r e l a t i n g  to s u b s ta n c e s  as y e t  in sig- 

n ific a n t, a n d  p r o d u c in g  s u b je c tiv e  e fle cts  s im u ita n e o u s ly  a fie c tin g  the vvhoie 

o f  th e  h is to r ic a l s e q u e n c e  u n d e r  c o n s id e ra tio n .

It is as th o u g h  h is to ry , to  r e c o v e r  its e x te n sio n  in  tim e , c a n  o n ly  d e p e n d  on 

c o n tin g e n t s u p p o r t , in  th e  fo rm  o f  th o se  b r e a k th ro u g h s  m o re  o r  less u n con - 

s c io u s ly  a c tu a liz e d  b y  a g e ııc ie s  o f  c o lle c tiv e  u tte r a n c e , th a t  is to s a y  su b je ct 

g ro u p s  -  vvhich  a t  th e  p r e s e n t t im e  a re  m ilita n t  r e v o lu t io n a r y  g ro u p s. S u ch  

s ta te m e n ts  w ill n o  d o u b t  b e  d e p re c a te d  as r e d u c in g  h is to r ic a l c a u s a lity  to 

tr iv ia ;  a n d  in  a se n se  th is  is q u ite  tru e . T o  w h a t  e x te n t  a re  th e  m ass o f  p eo p le  

p r e p a re d  to  s a c r ific e  th e m se lv e s  fo r th in g s  th a t ‘ r e a lly  m a tte r ’ , to sh o u ld er 

th e ir  fu n d a m e n ta l h is to r ic a l tasks? U n d e r  vvhat c o n d id o n s  vvould  th ey  con- 

s id e r  u n it in g  as o n e  m an  to  fo rm  a  v a s t  vvar m a c h in e  like  th e  o n e  th a t  svvept ali 

b e fo re  it in 1 9 1 7 ?  S u r e ly  th e  first c o n d id o n  (vvitho ut vvhich th e  d e a th  in stin ct 

vvould ta k e  ö v e r  c o lle c t iv e ly )  s h o u ld  b e  a n  a s s u r a n c e  th a t th e  ‘ t r iv ia ’ th a t  are



for th em  th e  sa lt  o f  life , the s o u rc e  o f  th e ir  d es ire , vvould  n o t b e  fo rg o tten  in the 

p ro cess?  O n e  h as  o n ly  to r e c a ll th e  v a s t  a n d  in te rm in a b le  d r in k in g  sp ree  th at 

fo llo w e d  th e  p o p u la r  s e iz u re  o f  povver in  P e tro g ra d  -  a n d  th e  sh o c k e d  h o rro r 

o f  th e  B o ls h e v ik  le a d e rs! 11 vvas d is a s tr o u s , c e rta in ly , b u t it c o u ld  a lso  b e  sa id  

th at p e o p le  h a v e  so m e tim e s  e a rn e d  a h o lid a y .

D e s ir e , s u b je c tiv ity , a t th is  le v e l o f  c o lle c tiv e  c r y s ta lliz a tio n , is so m e th in g  

th at n e c e s s a r ily  re m a in s  v e r y  c lo s e  to th e  m asses a n d  c a n  o n ly  be re la te d  

e x tre m e ly  in d ir e c t ly  to fu n d a m e n ta l h is to r ic a i g o a ls  stili p r o g ra m m a tic  and  

a b s tra c t  a t th e  tim e  o f  b e in g  fo r m u la te d . A n a ly s is , as a re v o lu tio n a ry  

u n d e rta k in g , c o n tr ib u te s  to fo rm in g  a lin k  betvveen tw o  d is c o n n e c te d  o rd ers, 

betvveen vvhat h a p p e n s  a n d  w h a t p e o p le  sa y , o r ra th e r , vvhat d o e s  n o t h a p p e n  

an d  is n o t s a id  o p e n ly  in th e  o ff ic ia l o r u n o ffic ia l h e a d q u a r te rs  o f  th e  

re v o lu tio n  -  th in g s  vvhich  to a  la r g e  e x te n t, a la s , co n d itio n  the p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f  

p o p u la r  e x p re s s io n , c o m b in e d  vvith th e ir  fa ta l c a p a c ity  for se lf-re p re ssio n  

vvhen it co m es to  in n o v a tio n , s p o n ta n e ity  a n d  d es ire . W e  m ig h t  sa y , b rie fly , as 

a re fe re n ce  p o in t, th a t th e  o b je c t  o f  su c h  a n a ly s is  vvould b e  to id e n tify  a n d  

in terp ret th e  c o e ffic ie n ts  o f  tra n s v e r s a lity  re la tiv e  to th e  v a r io u s  so c ia l sp h eres 

u n der c o n s id e ra tio n .

3. in te g ra tio n  o f  the W o rk in g  C la s s  an d  A n a ly tic a l P e r s p e c tiv e 19

A fte r  1936 th ere  b e g a n  a  tra n s fo rm a tio n  in  F re n c h  p o lit ic a l so c ie ty , vvhich led  

to v vo rk in g-class o r g a n iz a t io n s  b e in g  in te g ra te d  in to  th e  c a p ita lis t  sy ste m .

A t  firs t, it  vvas a  m a tte r  o f  s itu a tio n s  a r is in g  o u t o f  e v e n ts , o f  d r a m a tic  crises , 

but th e  v vo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t vvas g r a d u a liy  in te g ra te d  in to  th e  le g a l o r d e r  o f  

th ings, d e s p ite  th e  p ro te sts  -  a d m itte d ly , in c re a s in g ly  t im id  -  o f  its sp o k es- 

m en. T h e  ‘ s p ir it  o f  th e  c la ss  s t r u g g le ’ vvas to vveaken stili fu rth e r  a m o n g  

co m m u n ist  m ilita n ts  in  a c o n te x t  o f  s u p p o s e d iy  p e a c e fu l c .oexisten ce  a m o n g  

d iffe r in g r e g im e s  a n d , im p lic it ly , c la sse s . In  p r a c tic e  (d e sp ite  th e d e c la r a t io n s  

of p r in c ip le  p r o d u c e d  a t a n n u a l c o n g re ss es )  it vvas u n d e rs tö o d  th a t m o v e ­

m ents to im p r o v e  vvages a n d  c o n d itio n s  vvould  sh y  avvay fro m  a n y  p o litic a l 

open in g th a t  m ig h t p r e s e n t  a se rio u s  th r e a t  to  c a p ita lis m . In  1936 , a n d  a g a in  

in 1945, vvhen th e  b a la n c e  o f f o r c e s  m a d e  it p o s s ib le  to e n v is a g e  g o in g  m u ch  

further, th e  c o m m u n is t  le a d e rs  le t  th e m s e lv e s  b e  g u id e d  b y  fo r m u la e  for 

vvorking-class in te g ra tio n  vvhich s u c c e s s fu lly  p la ste re d  ö v e r  the c ra c k s  in 

ca p ita lism , a n d  in d e e d  re in fo rc ed  it.

K h r u s h c h e v is m  m a rk e d  a  nevv s ta g e , a n d  th e  de facia  s o c ia l-d e m o c - 

ratization  o f  th e  C o m m u n is t  P a rtie s  b e c a m e  a r ig h tis t  id e o lo g y . It co u ld  n o t 

be sa id  in so  m a n y  vvords th a t  th e  C o m m u n is t  P a rtie s  h a d  b e c o m e  the g o o d  

and fa ith fu l s e rv a n ts  o f  c a p ita lis m , b u t vvith a  vievv to th e  n a tio n a l in te re st a n d

19. F ro m  a  t a lk g iv e n  a t  a  L e ft  O p p o s it io n  tra in in g  co u r s e  a t  B ie v r e s , E a s te r  (9 6 6 .



p o p u la r  u n ity  ( in c lu d in g  s m a ll c a p ita lis ts )  it vvas re a liz e d  th a t c o m m u n ist 

m in ıs te r s  vvould  b e  the b e st p e o p ie  to  a d m in is te r  a  c a p ita lis m  o f  th e  ‘ le ft ’ , 

vvith o u t s e e k in g  to m a k e  a n y  r e a lly  fu n d a m e n ta l c h a n g e s . A n d  so  it p r o v e d , as 

th e  n a t io n a l e c o n o m y , the F r e n c h  a r m y  a n d  the U n io n  F ra n ç a is e  vvere 

r e c o n s tr u c te d  u n d e r  th e  T r ip a r t is m  o f  the L ib e r a t io n . T h e  fa ct th a t  the 

F re n c h  P a r ty  is novv t r y i n g -  io n g  a fte r  th e  I ta lia n  -  to a d o p t a  m o re  lib e ra l 

im a g e , a c c e p t in g  th e  id e a  th a t  a  p lu r a lis m  o f  p a rtie s  c o u ld  e s ta b lis h  so c ia lism  

a n d  so o n , is, o f  c o u rse , purely c o ın c id e n ta l!  It b e co m e s m o re  lib e ra l in  its 

p ro m ıse s  for ‘ a fte r  the r e v o lu t io n ’ , as it b e co m e s less d e te rm in e d  to  h a v e  a 

re v o lu tio n .

VV’h a t w  e a re  se e in g , th en , is a  p ro ces s  le a d in g  n o t m e r e ly  to t h e d e c a y  o f  al! 

v v o rk in g -c la ss  p o lit ic a l life , b u t  c o n s e q u e n tly , i f  it is stili tru e  th a t th e  class 

s tr u g g le  is its m a in s p r in g , o f  p o lit ic a l life in g e n e ra l. YVhen w e  seem  to  be 

h a v in g  a p o lit ic a l  d e b a te , in  o th e r  vvords a  d e b a te  th at m ig h t le a d  to 

q u e s tio r ıin g  th e  e s ta b lis h e d  p o lit ic a l povver, w  e a re  in fa c t  m ere ly  o r g a n iz in g a  

p s e u d o -p a r t ic ip a t io n , a  ‘ c o n s u lta t io n ’ o f  ‘c o n s u m e rs ’ , to p e rs u a d e  th em  to  be 

c o n c e rn e d  vvith su c h  p r o b le m s  as the S ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g , th e  n o rm a liz a tio n  o f  

e c o n o m ic  p ro c es se s , n a tio n a l a n d  re g io n a l s ta n d a r d iz a t io n , in v e stm e n t, the 

m o v e m e n t o f  m an p o vver, c o n s u m p tio n , ete. -  a l! o f  vvhich is in fa ct m a n ip u - 

la te d  b y  te c h n o c r a ts  a n d  p r e s s u r e  g ro u p s .

T h e  b o u rg e o is ie  c a n  fa v o u r  th is d e - p o lit ic iz a tio n  a li the m o re  s in c e  the 

m o st im p o rta n t  c e n tre s  o f  e c o n o m ic  d ec is io n  d o  n o t c o in c id e  vvith e x is t in g  

n a t io n a l s tru e tu re s  b u t vvith  o th e r  im p e ria lis t  a n d  o lig a r c h ic  b od ies 

a lto g e th e r , d is t in e t  e v e n  fro m  su c h  ‘m a x i-m a r k e ts ’ as the E E C .  T h o s e  

in te r n a t io n a l, c o s m o p o lita n  in te rse e tio n s o f  c a p ita lis m  a c d v e ly  fo s te r  de- 

p o lit ic iz a t io n  -  in  th e  sen se  o f  tra d it io n a l n a tio n a l p o litic s  -  b e c a u s e  th eir 

e c o n o m ic  s tr a te g y , b a se d  o n  k e e p in g  p ro fits  h ig h , d is r e g a rd s  n a tio n a l bar- 

riers: th e ir  ‘o p e n in g s ’ to  E a s te r n  E u r o p e  a n d  th e  T h ir d  V Vorld are  c a lc u la te d  

in the io n g  term  in th e  h o p e  o fa b s o r b in g  th em  as w e il. YV hat w  e are  se e in g  is a 

g e n e r a l e v o lu t io n  o f  a li in d u s tr ia l so c ie tie s  tovvards re m o v in g  a lto g e th e r  the 

n e ed  fo r a  p o lit ic a l s o c ie ty .

B o u rg e o is  p o lit ic a l s o c ie ty  vvas in d is p e n s a b le  vvhen it  c a m e  to c o p in g  vvith 

o n e  s ta g e  o f  th e  c la ss  s tr u g g le , b u t s in ce  th e  vvorkin g  e la sse s  are  te n d in g  to 

n e u tr a liz e  th e m se lv e s  v ia  th e ir  o rg a n iz a tio n s , vve a re  novv vvitn essin g  the 

fa d in g -o u t  o f  a n y  p r o s p e c t  o f  a  re v o lu t io n a r y  ta k e o v e r  b y  th e  m asses. A n d  

vvhen m o d e rn is ts  fig h t fo r a  le ftis t  g o vern m en .t, it is n o t m e r e ly  th a t  th e y  do 

n o t fe a r  th e  p o s s ib ility  o f  c o m m u n is t  p a r t ic ip a t io n , b u t th a t th ey  a c tu a lly  

h o p e  fo r it: th e y  knovv q u ite  vvell th a t  th ere  is n o  lo n g e r  a n y  risk  o f  th e  F ren ch  

C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  g e t t i ı ıg  o u t  o f  c o n tro l, a n d  th a t th e  c o m m u n ists  vvould  be 

fa r  m o re  e ffe c tiv e  in  c o n ta ir ü n g  a n y  p o s s ib le  m ass  m o v e m e n t th a t m ig h t arise 

th a n  th e  rio t p o liç e .

E v e r y o n e  knovvs th is , a n d  it  m a y  seem  p o in t le s s to  m en tio n  it vvhen ta lk in g



o f  th e  v a lid ity  o r  o th e r w is e  o f  t r y in g  to a n a ly s e  p o lit ic a l g ro u p s . H o w e v e r , it 

seem s to m e th a t  th is m u st b e  o u r  s ta r t in g  p o in t: w e  m u st u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th e  

‘ t r e a s o n ’ o f  th e  F re n c h  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  is n o  m o re  th a n  a d e s p e ra te  a tte m p t 

on th e  p a rt  o f  a tr a d it io n a l b o d y  to  k ee p  it s e lf  g o in g  in  th e  c o n te x t o f  r a d ic a lly  

a lte r e d  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s . T h is  c h a n g e  s h o u ld  h a v e  in v o lv e d  a  ra d ic a l 

tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  m e th o d s, th e  ü n e  a n d  th e  a im s  o f  th e  g r e a t  o ld  d a y s  o f  

the P o p u la r  F ro n t. AH o f  vvh ich , n e ed le ss  to sa y , la c k s  c r e d ib iü ty  a n d  in te re sts  

no o n e , a p a r t  fro m  th o se  w h o s e  p ro fe ssio n  is e le c to ra l p im p in g . It is ju s t  a  lot 

o f  s u rfa c e  a c t iv ity  a n d  h as  n o  re a l b e a r in g  on  p o ü tic s , b u t it is g u a r a n te e d  to 

be e ffe c tiv e  vvith th e  tra d e  u n io n s , w h o s e  le a d e rs  a re  n o w  th e  re a l a g e n ts  o f  

v vo rk in g -cla ss  in te g r a tio n .

U n d e r  th ese  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , th e  F re n c h  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  is p e c u ü a r ly  

b a d ly  p la c e d  to  c o m b a t  th e  m y th s  o f  th e  co n s u m e r  s o c ie ty , fo r it h a s  n o  so rt o f  

a lte r n a tiv e  to  ofFer. B y  c o m p a r is o n , th e  le ftist g r o u p u s c u le s  u n d o u b te d ly  

re p res en t a n  a tte m p t to  k e e p  a liv e  th e  b a s ic  th em es o f  a n  in d e p e n d e n t, 

vvo rk in g -cla ss r e v o lu t io n a r y  p o lic y . U n fo r tu n a te ly , a li w e  see o f  th em  is th e ir  

fa ilu re . W e  as in d iv id u a ls  w h o  h a v e  vvorked o u r  vvay fro m  th e  C o m m u n is t  

P a rty  to  o u r  p r e s e n t g r o u p s  s h o u ld  a t le a st h a v e  d is c o v e re d  th e  to ta l 

in a d e q u a c y  o f  b o th  th e o r y  a n d  p r a x is  e v e r y v v h e r e -  c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  th e  fa c t 

th at th e  p ro b le m s  th a t  e x e r c is e  u s h a v e  g e n e r a lly  b een  a ro u n d  fo r a t le a s t  as 

lo n g  as th e  fo r ty  y e a r s  th e  Is r a e ü te s  sp e n t in  th e  vvild ern ess.

W h e n  th e  F re n c h  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  co m e  to  a n a ly s e  a s itu a d o n  ‘o b je c tiv e -  

ly ’ , th e ir  im m e d ia te  re sp o n s e  is to  ju s t ify  th e  m o st b a n a l o p p o rtu n is m , th e  

a b a n d o n m e n t o f  th o se  fu n d a m e n ta l c o n c e p ts  o f  M a r x is m  th a t  vvould  lin k  th e  

s tru g g le s  novv ta k in g  p la c e  vvith a  tru e , o v e r a ll p e rs p e c tiv e . W h e n  th e  le ft 

g ro u p u s c u le s  d e fe n d  a  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r o g ra m m e , th ey  alvvays m isu n d e r-  

stan d  vvhat is a c tu a lly  h a p p e n in g , fo r th e ir  v is io n  is to ta lly  d is to rte d  b y  th e ir  

id e o lo g y .

I n s p ite  o fe v e r y th in g , th e re fo re , th e  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  a n d  its o r g a n iz a tio n s  

are s t ili  th e  o n ly  o n es  vvith so m e  s lig h t  g r a s p  on  s o c ia l re a lity . T h e y  re p r e s e n t 

an a p p a r a tu s  vvhose m issio n  se e m s to  be to  g a in  c o n tro l o f  th e  la te n t  

re fo rm ism  o f  th e  vvorkin g  c la ss . B u t  u n ü k e  L e n in , vvho a n a ly s e d  the n a tu re  o f  

that re fo r m ism , th e  P a r ty  is b u s ily  a d ju s t in g  i t s e l f  to  it, a n d  e v e n  ta k in g  th e  

lead  a t e v e r y  s te p , as is e v id e n t fro m  its p o lic y  fo r its  ca d re s . C a n  o n e  

re a s o n a b ly  c o n s id e r  th a t  a p p a r a tu s  as a n  ‘ a n a ly s t ’ o f  th e  vvo rk in g  c la s s ’ s 

u n co n sc io u s?  C a n  o n e , c o rr e s p o n d in g ly , c o n sid e r  th a t th e  left g ro u p u s c u le s  

are a t p r e s e n t  th e  o n ly  o n es to  e m b o d y  th e  vvorkin g c la s s ’s h is to ric  m issio n  as 

midvvife to  th e  c la s s  s tr u g g le  o f  a  nevv s o c ie ty  in  vvhich  c la sse s  a re  a b o ü sh e d ?

I vvould  s u g g e s t, ra th e r , th a t  th is  sp ü t betvveen tvvo m o d e s o f  s o c ia l 

s u b je c tiv ity  -  re fo r m ist v vo rk in g -c la ss  s u b je c tiv ity , m o re  o r  less c a n a ü z e d  in 

the F re n c h  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty , a n d  r e v o lu t io n a r y  s u b je c tiv ity , m o re  o r  less 

e m b o d ied  in  th e  le ft g r o u p u s c u le s  -  c o u ld  be th e  p o in t  fro m  vvhich to  co n s id e r



the q u e s tıo n  o f  a n  a n a ly t ic a l u n d e r ta k in g , o f  p u tt in g  b o d ie s  w h o se  w o rk  is 

a n a ly t ic a l in  c o n ta c t  vvith s o c io -p r o fe s s io n a l a n d  p o lit ic a l g ro u p s . E x p e r ie n c e  

o f  th e  L e ft  O p p o s it io n  a n d  the F G E R I  h as m a d e  us b e tte r  a b le  to a p p re c ia te  

the d iff'ıcu lties  a n d  risks su c h  a  p r o je c t  in v o lv e s . T h e r e  is e s p e c ia lly  the risk  o f  

a b s o r b in g  th e  m y th s  o f  th e  m o d e rn ists  m o re  th a n  th e  C o m m u n is t  P a rty  o r the 

U n ifie d  S o c ia lis t  P a r ty  e v e r  c o u ld : the e n try  o n to  th e  sc e n e  o f  th e  fa m o u s  ‘n e w  

vvorkin g  c la s s ’ , the p e a c e fu l o c c u p a tio n  o f  th e  ‘ re a l ce n tre s  o f  d ec is io n - 

rn a k in g ’ , th e  p r o m o tio n  o f ‘ in te r -d is c ip lin a r y  re s e a r c h ’ -  to vvhich vve a d d , to 

in d ic a te  o u r  o r ig in a lity , ‘ b a s e d , i f  p o s s ib le , on  m ass  s t u d y ’ . I t a li so u n d s  fin e, 

a n d  g e n e r a lly  w o rk s  p r e tty  vvell. B u t  vvhere d oes it g e t us? W e  c o u ld , lik e  a 

p o lit ic a l g r o u p u s c u le , c a lc u la te  th a t  a t so m e  p o in t  w e  s h a ll d e c id e  o n  a 

s u d d e n  c h a n g e  o f  d ir e c tio n , on  d e f in in g  c le a r  p o lit ic a l b a se s  for the F G E R I ,  

a n d  try in g  to ta k e  ö v e r  a li o r  p a rt  o f  th a t m o v e m e n t w ith in  a re v o lu t io n a r y  

p e rs p e c tiv e .

A n y t h in g  c o u ld  h a p p e n , o f  c o u rse , b u t as lo n g  as w e  h a v e  o n e  fo o t in 

re fo r m ism , in  th e  vvake o f  th e  P C F ,  a n d  the o th e r  in a  d o g m a tis m  b a r e ly  

d is t in g u is h a b le  from  th at o f  th e  left g ro u p s , it vvould  seem  th a t o u r s u c c e s s e s  

in th e  F G E R I  a re  u n lik e ly  to  a d v a n c e  th e  fo r m a tio n  o f  a  re v o lu t io n a r y  

v a n g u a r d  o r  to g e t  th e  vvo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t o u t o f  its p r e s r n t  q u ic k s a n d s . F o r  

y e a rs  novv vve h a v e  c o n tin u e d  to  e x is t  as a  g ro u p , vvith ou t a n y  v a lid  re a so n  in 

te rm s o f  the o r d in a r y  lo g ic  o f  a  c la s s ic  r e v o lu tio n a r y . W h a t  the h ell a re  vve 

d o in g ?  W e  a r g u e , vve d o  th is  a n d  th a t. W e  s h o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  u p  lo n g  a g o  a n d , 

as in d iv id u a ls , e a c h  a c c o r d in g  to o u r  ovvn d es ire s , h a v e  jo in e d  th e  v a r io u s  

t ra d it io n a l le ft g ro u p s , o r g o n e  b a c k  to th e  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty ,  o r v e g e ta te d  in 

th e  P S U ,  d o p in g  o u r  m in d s  vvith b a n a lit ie s  o r  r e s ig n in g  o u rse lv e s  to  the 

in ıp o s s ib ility  o f  d o in g  a n y th in g .

O p e n  p o s s ib ilit ie s  vvould th u s be c lo se d  a g a in : ‘T h e  vvhole th in g  w a s  too 

c o m p lic a te d  -  th is is n ’ t th e  t im e  -  th e  vvorkers v vo u ld n ’ t h a v e  u n d e rs to o d  u s ,’ 

a n d  a li th a t. I t  m a y  be th a t  th ere  is n o  vvay o u t  fo r u s fro m  th is  m a d d e n in g  

c o n tr a d ic t io n : h a v in g  som ehovv o r  o th e r  to  su s ta in  th is  k in d  o f  a n a ly t ic  

p r e te n s io n  -  th e s e  a n a ly t ic  o p e r a to rs  -  th a t  p r o p o se s , r ig h t  a m o n g  th e  m asses 

a n d  vvith o u t c e a s in g  to p o s e  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l p o lit ic a l p r o b le m , to  o v e r c o m e  

th e  d is a s tr o u s  sp lit  betvveen th e  p o lit ic a l a n d  th e  s y n d ic a l. W h a t  th is  m ea n s 

for us is a tte m p tin g  to  e s ta b lis h  a  b r id g e h e a d  betvveen  a n  a n a ly s is  a t th e  level 

o f  th e  m a sse s  a n d  a  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r a x is  fo r  o v erth ro vv in g  c a p ita lis m .

F ro m  th e p o in t  o fv ie v v  o f  th e  vvorkin g  c la ss , y o u n g  p e o p le  a n d  s tu d e n ts , the 

r e a lity  is th a t  th ey  a re  a lvvays m a d e  to  see  th e m se lv e s  in  re fe re n ce  to 

p r o d u c t io n , m e r c h a n d is e , re su lts , d ip lo m a s  a n d  so  o n . ( In  th is re s p e c t, vve 

knovv th a t  th e  k in d  o f  c r it iq u e  u n d e rta k e n  b y  th e  F G E R I  is p o s s ib le  and  

u se fu l.)  F ro m  a n o th e r  p o in t o fv ie v v , th e y  c a n  o n ly  tu rn  to  fo s silize d  o rg a n iza -  

tio n s th a t  c la im  to  re p r e s e n t th e m , b u t  in  fa c t  m e r e ly  a c t/ o r th e m . T h is  is the 

s o c io lo g ic a l m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e  p r e s e r v a tio n  b y  in e rtia  o f  in stitu tio n a l



o b je c ts  v o id  o f  a li s u b s ta n c e , th e  sh e e r  re p e titio n  o f  a b u r e a u c r a t ic  ro u tin e  

a n d  a  m e a n in g le s s  vveb o f  vvords.

J u s t  lik e  th e  m a n a g e r ia l  s y s te m  o r th e  S ta te  s y s te m , th ese  e m p ty  in stitu -  

tio n a l o b je c ts  a re  a lso  in s tru m e n ts  o f  a lie n a tio n  o f  th e  w o rk in g  c la ss , h e lp in g  

to h o ld  it b a c k  fro m  its h is to r ic  m iss io n  a n d  its re v o lu t io n a ry  re a lity . T h e s e  

o b je c ts  vvill n o t be m a d e  to  d is a p p e a r  b y  a n y  m a g ic  vvand, a n y  re v o lu tio n a r y  

p r o g ra m m e : th e y  re p res en t th e  e s s e n tia l co gs a n d  vvheels o f  a n ti-p ro d u c tio n  

re la tio n s . P e o p le  m a y  try  to e v a d e  th em  b y ali m a n n e r  o f  m ea n s -  s e tt in g  up 

T r o ts k y is t  e n c la v e s , a  p o lic y  o f  e n trism  -  b u t it w ill m a k e  n o  d iffe re n ce . O n  

th e  c o n tr a r y , th e  re p e a te d  fa ilu re  o f  s u c h  a tte m p ts  o n ly  p r o v id e s  th em  vvith 

fu rth e r  ju s t if ic a t io n :  ‘H o v vev er c o rr u p t  the C h u r c h  m a y  b e, n o th in g  e lse  

vvorks . . .’ S ta l in is t  a n d  s o c ia l d e m o c r a t ic  o r g a n iz a t io n s  a re  seen , b y  th o se  

s u b je c t  to th em , as a k in d  o f la m e n t a b le  n e c e ss ity , a n d  th erefo re  the first th in g  

vve h a v e  to  b e  c o n v in c e d  o f  is th a t  th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f  s u c h  e d ifice s  a n d  the 

tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  le ftis t  g r o u p u s c u le s  in v o lv e s  the d e p lo y m e n t  o f  n ew  co n - 

c e p tu a l re fe re n c e s , th e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  n e w  fo rm s o f  o r g a n iz a tio n  n o t even  

h in te d  at in th e  r e g u la r  a s s o rtm e n t c u rr e n tly  on  o ffer o n  th e  M a r x is t - L e n in is t  

m a rk e t.

It is th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  v a n g u a r d ’ s fa ilu re  to u n d e rs ta n d  the u n c o n sc io u s  

p ro cesse s  th a t  e m e rg e  as s o c io -e c o n o m ic  d e te rm in ism s th a t h as le ft the 

w o rk in g  c la s s  d e fe n c e le s s  in  th e  fa c e  o f  c a p ita lis m ’s m o d e rn  m e c h a n is m s o f  

a lie n a tio n . T h e  b u r e a u c r a t ic  o r g a n iz a t io n s  th a t c la im  to  re p r e s e n t th e  vvork- 

in g  c la ss  ta k e  ro o t in  th e  v e r y  fa b r ic  o f  th a t  so c ia l u n c o n s c io u s . A s  lo n g  as th at 

v a n g u a r d  re m a in s  h e lp le ss , d is o r ie n ta te d , vvith n o  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th o se  

stru c tu re s  o f  s o c ia l n e u ro sis  o f  vvh ich  b u re a u c r a t is m  is o n ly  a s y m p to m , th en  

th ere  is n o  c h a n c e  o f  th o se  s tru c tu re s  m ira c u lo u s ly  d is in te g r a t in g . K h r u s h -  

c h e v -s ty le  ‘ l ib e r a lis m ’ , fa r  fro m  b e in g  a  ste p  forvvard , fa r  fro m  fin a lly  vveaken- 

in g  th e  in te rn a l b u r e a u c r a c y , se e m s a c tu a lly  b o u n d  to  re in fo rce  it u n d e r th e  

b e n e v o le n t, in d e e d  th e  p la y b o y  im a g e , o f  th e  y o u n g  le a d e rs  n o w  b e in g  

b ro u g h t to  th e  fore.

C a p it a lis m  c a r r ie s  th is  b u r e a u c r a t ic  c a n c e r  vvithin it p r e c is e ly  in  so fa r a s  it 

is u n a b le  to o v e r c o m e  its u n d e r ly in g  in s titu tio n a l c o n tr a d ic tio n s . VVhere o n ce  

it n e ed e d  a r a d ic a l-s o c ia lis t  r e p u b lic , it n o w  n eed s to c o n tro l th e  m ea n s o f  

p ro d u c tio n , e s p e c ia lly  th e  m o v e m e n t o f  la b o u r . S o  lo n g  as the o r g a n iz a tio n s  

o f  th e  vvo rk in g  c la s s  a re  n o t o n ly  e n tr a p p e d  in to  th e  p o lit ic s  o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n , 

b u t c a n  see  n o c le a r  w a y  o u t o f  th e  m o ra s s , a n d  a re  m a k in g  n o  s ta rt  on  a n y  

p ro cess o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  in s titu tio n  a lo n g  th e  lin es o f  d u a l povver, th en  th ere  is 

little  to b e  h o p e d  fo r  fro m  fu tu re  s tru g g le s .

B o ls h e v is m  re p re s e n te d  a c e r ta in  p o te n tia l o f  in te r v e n tio n  a g a in s t  so c ia l 

d e m o c ra tic  b u r e a u c ra t is m , b u t th in g s  a re  d ifle re n t to d a y : th e  p ro b lem  novv is 

hovv vve c a n  p o s s ib ly  b lo w  avvay th e  p a r t ic ip a t io n is t  fu m es th at a re  g r a d u a lly  

s tu p e fy in g  th e  vvo rk in g  c la ss . T h a t  th e y  a re  in th e  m a in  e ffe c tiv e  a t the le v e l o f



th e  im a g in a r y  o n ly  a g g r a v a te s  th e d a n g e r .  D e sp ite  its th e o r e tic a l in a d e q u a c y , 

L e n in is m  m a n a g e d  to p u t its fin g e r  on  the m e c h a n is m  v vh ereb y the w o rk in g  

c la s s , le ft to  itse lf, te n d s to s lid e  in to  tra d e -u n io n is m , in o th e r  vvords in to  the 

p r im a c y  o f  d e m a n d  ö v e r  d e s ire . T h e  L e n in is t  s o lu tio n  o f  a  p o lit ic a l b re a k , o f  

e s ta b lis h ın g  a  s e p a ra te  in s titu tio n a l o b je c t , a m a c h in e  o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss  a n d  

a c tio n  c o m p o s e d  w h o lly  o f  p ro fe ss io n a l re v o lu tio n a rie s , w a s , as h is to ry  h as  

sh o w n , the r ig h t  o n e  in a c a ta s tr o p h ic  s itu a tio n  lik e  th a t in R u ss ia  in 1 9 1 7 . 

B u t  it c o u ld  n o t g iv e  th e  w o r k in g  c la s s  th e  m ea n s  to s e iz e  povver in  h ig h ly  

d e v e lo p e d  c a p ita lis t  re g im e s  -  in re g im e s , th a t is, w h e r e  p o w e r  vvas n o t 

c o n c e n tr a te d  in to  a n  id e n tif ia b le  o lig a r c h y  (th e  ‘ tw o  h u n d re d  fa m ilie s ’ ) b u t 

h e ld  in th e  m esh es o f  an  in fin ite ly  c o in p le x  netvvork o f  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s 

c o v e r in g  e v e r y  e le m e n t o f  th e  vvorld e c o n o m y  a n d  e v e n  th e  s m a lle s t  o f  o u r  

e v e r y d a y  a c tio n s .

H o vvever, L e n in is m  h a s  left us a lin e  o f  th o u g h t to e x p lo re  vvhat I h a v e  

c a lle d , fo r vvant o f  a b e tte r  te rm , ‘g r o u p  c a s tr a t io n ’ , th e  ‘L e n in is t  

b r e a k th r o u g h ’ ,20 in  o th e r  w o rd s  th e  e ffect o f  the e m e rg e n c e  o f  su b je c t  g ro u p s  

o n  o r d in a r y  h u n ıa n  r e la tio n s h ip s . W h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n  as so lid  a  m a c h in e  as 

L e n in ’ s P a r ty  g o e s  in to  a c tio n ?  N o n e  o f  th e  u su a l ru les a p p ly . T o  p a r a p h r a s e  

A r c h im e d e s , L e n in  a sk e d  to  be g iv e n  a  p a r ty , a n d  h e  vvould  lift R u s s ia . B u t  for 

u s, to d a y , vvhat so r t  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m a c h in e  c o u ld  b lo v v u p a ll  the c ita d e ls  o f  

b u r e a u c r a t is m  a n d  g e t th e  re v o lu tio n  s ta rte d ?  W e  sh a ll n o t fin d  o u t b y  b lin d ly  

g r o p in g  a b o u t . T h e  th e o r e tic a l p r o b le m  o f  a n a ly s is  re m a in s  as g re a t  as ever. 

W e  m u st h a v e  th e  m ea n s  to d e m o n s tr a te  th e o r e tic a lly , a n d  in te rp re t  sa tis fa c -  

to r i ly , th e  m e c h a n is m s  vvh ereb y  w a g e -e a r n e r s  s im p ly  b e c o m e  th e  to o ls  o f  th e  

e x p lo ite rs , th e fo r c e s  th a t  a c c o u n t  fo r th e  c o n tin u ity  o f  th e  F re n c h  C o m m u n is t  

P a r ty , the C G T ,  e te ., so  th a t vvorkers g o  on  tru s tin g  th em  d e s p ite  the 

re p u ls io n  th e y  in sp ir e . A p a r t  fro m  th is, the re v o lu t io n a r y  v a n g u a r d  m u st 

its e lf  e x p e r ie n c e  th e  re p e tit iv e  m e c h a n is m s to vvhich th e  vvorkin g c la ss  is 

su b je c te d .

T h e  s y n d ic a l a n d  in te g ra tio n is t  m e n ta lity  is ro o te d  d e e p lv  in p e o p le ’s 

m in d s . Q u e s tio n s  a re  e x p e c te d  to  be a sk e d  as a  m a tte r  o f  u rg e n e y , e v e n  o f  

s c a n d a l:  th e  b o ss, o r  th e  m in is te r , is e x p e c te d  to  ‘ a c c e p t  h is  r e s p o n s ib ilit ie s ’ . 

B u t  th e  le g it im a c y  o f  h is povver is n e v e r  re a lly  q u e s tio n e d . H o w  ca n  a n a ly t ic a l 

p o lit ic s  b r e a k  th ro u g h  a li th is , a n d  c o n s o lid a te  it s e lf  b y  f in d in g  p o in ts  o f  

s u p p o r t  in  o th e r  a re a s?  ‘ P e o p le  m u st m eet a n d  d is c u s s  free ly , p la c in g  

th e m s e lv e s  as fa r  as p o s s ib le  o u ts id e  vvhat is g o in g  o n , n o  lo n g e r  p la y in g  a lo n g  

vvith th e  s y s te m  . . W e ll,  th a t  d o e s  n o t r e a lly  g e t  us m u c h  fu rth e r. Y e t  su re ly  

th is d e -c e n tr in g , th is  c h a n g e  o f s t y l e ,  is p re c is e ly  vvhat c o n s titu te s  th e  essen ce 

o f  th e  b re a k a v v a y  o f  p o lit ic s , its d iv e r g e n c e  fro m  d e m a n d ?  O f  an  o th e r  p o litics, 

a  p o lit ic s  o fo th e r n e s s , a r e v o lu t io n a r y  p o litics?

20. 'T r a n s v e r s a l i t y ’ , a fte r  a li, is no  m o re  th a n  a n  a t te m p t  to a n a ly s e  d e m o c r a tic c e n tr a l is m !



T h e  vvork so  fa r  d o n e  in  th e  F G E R I  m u st n o t b e  o v e r e s tim a te d . In  th e  

m a in , it h as aff’e c te d  o n ly  se c to rs  lit t le  m a rk e d  b y  S ta lin is m , se c to rs , too, 

r e la t iv e ly  free  o fc a p it a l is t  in te r fe re n c e  (e d u c a tio n , u rb a n  s tu d ie s , h e a lth  a n d  

s u c h ) . I s a y  ‘ r e la t iv e ly ’ , b e c a u s e  th in g s  are  c h a n g in g , a n d  b e c a u s e  th e  

r e s p e c tiv e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  m id d le  a n d  vvorkin g c la sse s  is a lso  c h a n g in g  -  n ot 

in the d ire c tio n  o f  a  ‘nevv vvo rk in g  c la s s ’ , b u t tovvards a vvorkin g c la ss  b e in g  

fitted  in to  a  nevv s itu a tio n  a n d  te n d in g  to a b s o rb  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  te rtia r y  

se cto r.

T h in k  fo r in s ta n c e  o f  p s y c h ia tr y , a se cto r  in vvhich vve h a v e  h a d  d ire c t  

e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  fa ilu re  o f  th e  tra d e  u n io n s to  d efin e  a n y  c o n sis te n t p ro -  

g r a m m e  o f  d e m a n d s  on  b e h a lf  o f  p s y c h ia tr ic  n u rse s. A s  vve a li knovv, th e ir  

p ro fe ssio n  is u n d e r g o in g  p r o fo u n d  m o d ific a tio n s  b e c a u s e  o f  the d e v e lo p m e n t 

both  o f  m e d ic a l te c h n iq u e s  a n d  o f  in s titu tio n a l in n o v a tio n s . F ro m  th e 

vvarders o f  the p a st, n u rse s  a re  novv te n d in g  to b e c o m e  h ig h ly  q u a lif ie d  

te c h n ic ia n s  w h o  m a y  vvell be c a lle d  o n  in  fu tu re  to tak e  ö v e r  a la rg e  p a rt o f  the 

ro le  tr a d it io n a lly  a llo tte d  to th e  p s y c h ıa tr is t  (d is tr ic t  p o lic y , h o m e  c a re , e te .) . 

B u t th e  u n io n s d o  n o t vvant to  knovv. A li  th a t m a tte rs  to  th em  is to d efen d  

e sta b lis h e d  g a in s . T h e y  a re  n o t in te re ste d  in  rev ievv in g  the sy ste m  o f  th re e  

e ig h t-h o u r  sh ifts  th a t  p a ra ly s e s  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  life  in the h o sp ita l;  

in ste a d , th ey  vvill fig h t to th e  la s t  to d e fe n d  a  n o n s e n s ic a l h ie r a r c h y  re je c te d  b y  

the m a jo r ity  o f  th e  sta ff. S o m e  o f  th e  n a tio n a l u n io n  le a d e rs  vvere n u rse s  in 

th eir  y o u th  b u t  a re  novv to ta lly  o u t  o f  to u c h , a n d  th ese  to o  the m a jo r ity  re je ct. 

O n e  a tte m p t  to a c h ie v e  s o m e th in g  -  o rg a n iz in g  s t a f f  a ss o c ia tio n s  -  h a s  m a d e  

it c le a r  th a t  a t th is  le v e l th e  b u r e a u c r a ts  are  n o t lik e ly  to  g e t m u ch  re sp o n s e , 

even  vvhere th e y  d o  n o t re so rt to  th e  so r t  o f  a b u s e  a n d  th re a ts  o f  e x p u ls io n  

from  th e  C G T  th a t o n e  so o fte n  h e ars: ‘Y o u  a re  G a u llis ts , yo u  a re  a e t in g  

a g a in st th e  u n io n s , y o u  h a v e  n o  r ig h t  to  g o  ö v e r  th e  h e a d s  o f  th e  u n io n s . . . ’ 

Y e t  a li th a t  th e  p s y c h ia tr ic  s t a f f  vvere a s k in g  vvas th e  r ig h t  to  m ee t a n d  d is c u s s  

th eir vvork, fo r g e tt in g  g r a d in g  a n d  q u a lif ic a t io n s , a n d  in v o lv in g  d is tr ic t  

su p e rv iso rs , a d m in is tr a to r s , p s y c h ia tr is ts , h o u se  d o c to rs , a n c il la r y  s t a f f  a n d  

so on . W ith in  a  fe w  vveeks, m o re  th a n  fifteen  h o s p ita ls  h a d  s u c h  a s s o c ia tio n s , 

and  vvere b e g in n in g  to  fo rm  fe d e ra tio n s : th ere  vvere n a tio n a l m ee tin g s, 

in te r-h o sp ita l v is its , e x c h a n g e s  a n d  u n p r e c e d e n te d ly  o p e n  d isc u ss io n  o f  vvhat 

rea lly  vvent on  in  v a r io u s  d e p a r tm e n ts . T h e  C G T  fe d e ra tio n  m a d e  c o n sid e r-  

able e ffo rts  to d e s tr o y  th is m o v e m e n t, a n d  th ey  s u c c e e d e d . B u t th ey  c o u ld  n o t 

kili th e  id e a .

T h e  a n a ly t ic  e ffects  o f  su c h  a n  e n te r p r is e  c a n n o t b e  d is p u te d  ( th o u g h  o n e  

vvould h a v e  to  g o  in to  c o n s id e r a b le  d e ta il to  d e m o n s tra te  th em  e x a c t ly ) , b u t it 

had c e rta in  in -b u ilt  l im ita tio n s  b e c a u s e  o f  its iso la tio n , a n d  b e c a u s e  it  la ck e d  

the c o o r d in a tio n  th a t  vvould  h a v e  m a d e  it p o s s ib le  (a) to m a k e  c le a r  its  

p o litica l a n d  th e o r e tic a l im p a c t  a t a c e r ta in  le v e l a n d  (b) to  e s ta b lis h  a  b e tte r  

b a lan ce  o f  fo rces  to  d efe n d  it. N e u tr a liz in g  y o u r  lo c a l b u r e a u c r a c y  is on e



th in g , b u t to n e u tr a liz e  th e  w h o le  b u r e a u c r a t ic  sy ste m  is q u ite  a n o th e r. O n e  

o b v io u s ly  c o u ld  n o t g et v e r y  fa r  o n  th e  b asis  o f  e x p e r im e n ts  o f  th is k in d , or 

e v e n  o f  m o re  su s ta in e d  efForts lik e  th e  vvork th at h as b een  g o in g  on  fo r se v era l 

y e a r s  a m o n g  th e  c o m ra d e s  in  th e  H is p a n o  g r o u p .21 I t  vvould  tak e  th e  c o m p le x  

in te r a c tio n  o f  a  g r e a t  m a n y  su c h  e ffo rts  to  g e t us ö v e r  th is  b a r r ie r  th a t vve k ee p  

c o m in g  u p  a g a in s t . B u t it m u st b e  stressed  th a t th e  a n a ly t ic a l s tu d y  a n d  

a c tio n  g r o u p s  th a t vve d o  m a n a g e  m o re  o r less s u c c e s s fu lly  to  e sta b lis h  in 

v a r io u s  se c to rs  m a y  vvell fiil us vvith illu s io n s , u n less th ere  ca n  be m o re  g ro u p s  

o f  th e  H is p a n o  ty p e , th a t is to sa y  g ro u p s  vvorkin g in k e y  se cto rs  o f  p r o d u e tio n .

I th in k  o n e  sh o u ld  stili b e  a  L e n in is t , at le a s t in  th e  s p e c if ic  sen se  o f  

b e lie v in g  th a t  vve c a n n o t r e a lly  lo o k  to th e  s p o n ta n e ity  a n d  c r e a t iv ity  o f  the 

m asse s  to e s ta b lis h  a n a ly t ic a l g ro u p s  in a n y  la s tin g  w a y -  th o u g h  ‘ L e n in is t ’ is 

p e rh a p s  an  o d d  vvord to u se vvhen o n e  re m e m b e rs  th a t  th e  o b je c t  a t this 

m o m e n t is to fo s te r  n o t a  h ig h ly  c e n tr a liz e d  p a r ty , b u t so m e  rrıeans vvh ereb y 

th e  m asse s  ca n  g a in  c o n tro l o f  th e ir  ovvn liv es.

U lt im a t e ly , vvhat a n a ly s is  m ea n s  h ere  is d e te e tin g  th e  tra c e s  o f  c o n ta m in a -  

tio n  fro m  c a p ita lis t  fa ll-o u t  in a li th e  c ra n n ie s  vvhere th e y  m a y  lie  c o n c e a le d . 

R e v o lu t io n a r y  p o lit ic s  sh o u ld  b e  s o m e th in g  th at re d ire e ts  p e o p le ’ s d e m a n d s , 

th e ir  ‘ n a tu r a ! ’ u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th in g s , an d  d o es so o u t o f  the s im p le st 

s itu a tio n s; re v o lu tio n  c re a te s  tro u b le  o u t o f  e ve n ts  th a t c o m m o n  sen se  vvould 

s a y  vvere q u ite  u n im p o r ta n t  -  o u t o f  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  th e  housevvife  a n d  the 

k itc h e ıı c u p b o a r d , o f  th e  e v e r y d a y  h u m ilia tio n s  m ete d  o u t  b y  a  d o m in e e r in g  

h ie r a r c h y . O n ly  b y  slovv s te p s  -  th o u g h  th ere  are  su d d e n  s ta r t lin g  le a p s  -  c a n  

o n e  vvork b a c k  fro m  su c h  s itu a tio n s  to  the k ey  sig n ifie rs  o f  c a p ita lis t  povver. 

A n d  th a t  tra n s it io n  is a lso  a  tra n s fo rm a tio n , fo r m o v in g  in to  p o litic s  m a rk s a 

b re a k th ro u g h : th e  p o lit ic a l c o n c e p t is n o t ju s t  a stra ig h tfo rv va rd  e x te n sio n  o f  

p e o p le ’s o r d in a r y  d e m a n d s .

T h e  a n a ly s is  o f  th o se  d e m a n d s  h as  th e  e ffect o f  a n  a c id  th a t  strip s  avvay the 

in e s s e n tia ls  to sh a r p e n  th e  c u t t in g  e d g e , so  th a t  the so c ia l s u b je c tiv ity  

b e c o m e s  o p e n  to  d es ire , a n d  at th e  s a m e  tim e  co n tin u e s  to  re in tro d u c e  th e  

p e c u lia r , th e  u n p re d ic ta b le , e v e n  th e  n o n se n sıc a l, in to  th e  c o h e re n c e  o f  

p o lit ic a l d is c o u rs e . F ro m  th is  p o in t  o f  v ie w , th e  a n a ly s is  is n e v e r-e n d in g , 

vvhich  is vvhat m a k es  it d iffe re n t  fro m  a n y  se lf-e n e lo se d  p r o g r a m m e . N o t 

‘p e r m a n e n t r e v o lu t io n ’ , p e r h a p s , b u t  ‘ p e rm a n e n t a n a ly s is ’ ! T h e  p o lit ic a l 

c o n c e p t  is c o n tin u a lly  b e in g  re -e x a m in e d  b y  th e  a n a ly t ic a l o p e ra tio n , and  

c o n tin u a iiy  h a v in g  to  be vvorked  o u t a g a in  fro m  se ra te h ; th e  vvork o f  a n a ly s is  

tak e s  it b a c k  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  to its  b e g in n in g s , vvhile a lvvays v v ith h o ld in g  to ta l 

a g re e m e n t. N o th in g  is m o re  d a n g e r o u s  th a n  to  throvv o n e s e lf in to  p r o m o tin g  

th e  id e a  th a t  th e  sc ie n tific  a c c u r a c y  o f  a  p o lit ic a l c o n c e p t c a n  b e  e n su re d  by 

th e  a p p r o p r ia te  p h ilo s o p h ic a l p ro ces se s . T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  su c h  th in g  as

2 i .  Ouvriersface aux appareils, M a s p e r o , 19 70 , p p . 266ff.



a b s o lu te  c e r ta in ty  in  th is  s p h e r e .22 P o lit ic a l- th e o r e tic a l c o n c e p ts , h o w e v e r  

a p p a r e n t ly  w e ll-o r g a n iz e d , c a n n o t in th em se lv e s  g u a r a n te e  a co n sis te n t 

r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r a x is . M o r b id  r a tio n a lis m , m a s q u e r a d in g  as a  sc ie n tific  

r e -re a d in g  o f  M a r x , ca n  le a d  to th e  m o st e n o rm o u s  p o lit ic a l m y s tific a tio n s  

a n d  m ista k e s . F u rth e r m o r e , th e  d e a th  in stin c t in h e r e n t  in  su ch  efforts en su re s  

th em  a c e rta in  su cce ss  a m o n g  th e  m a n y  m ili tan  ts w h o  h a v e  n o t y e t r e c o v e re d  

fro m  th e fa il o f  th e  S ta lin is t  id o ls  a n d  d o g m a s . I t  is n o t p r e a c h in g  o p p o rtu n -  

ism  to w a n t  to  see  a  th e o ry  in  its p r o p e r  c o n te x t, th a t  is to  s a y  in the s y m b o lic  

o rd e r  r a th e r  th a n  in  te rm s o f  im m e d ia te  p r a c t ic a l e ffe ctiv e n e ss . V Vhether w e  

like  it o r  n o t, p o lit ic a l k n o w le d g e  vvill a lw a y s  b e  on  th e  v e r g e  o f  the a n a ly t ic a l 

v a c u o le s . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th a t  a n a ly t ic a l v a c u o le  is, a n d  m u st be,, 

s u rro u n d e d  o n  a li s id es b y  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r a x is . A n a ly s is , in  th e  so c ia l fie ld , is 

c o n c e iv a b le  o n ly  in so  fa r  as its d e c la r a t io n s  re su lt  fro m  e tfe ctin g  a  p o lit ic a l  

u tte r a n c e  a n d  b r e a k th r o u g h .

O n ly  a  g r o u p  c o m m itte d  to  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p r a x is  c a n  fu n c tio n  as a n  

a n a ly t ic a l v a c u o le , a lo n g s id e  th e  p ro c es se s  o f  s o c ie ty , vvith ou t a n y  m issio n  o f  

le a d e r s h ip , vvith o u t a n y  p re te n sio n  o th e r  th an  th a t o f  ta k in g  tru th  a lo n g  p a th s  

fro m  vvhich  p e o p le  g e n e r a lly  s tr iv e  fir m iy  to e x c lu d e  it. O n ly  an  a n a ly t ic  

u n d e r ta k in g  th a t  ta k e s  s h a p e  a g a in s t  th e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  re v o lu t io n a r y  p r a x is  

ca n  c la im  to  b e  g e n u in e ly  e x p lo r in g  th e  u n c o n s c io u s — fo r th e  g o o d  re a so n  th a t  

th e  u n c o n s c io u s  is  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  th e  re a lity  th a t is to  co m e , the tra n s fin ite  

fie ld  o f  th e  p o te n tia lit ie s  c o n ta in e d  in  s ig n ify in g  c h a in s  th a t a re  o p e n e d , o r 

re a d y  to  b e  o p e n e d  a n d  a r t ic u la te d , b y  a  re a l u tte r in g  a n d  e ffe ctin g  a g e n t.

T h is  a m o u n ts  to s a y in g  th a t  s ig n ify in g  b r e a k th ro u g h s , e v e n  th e  m o st 

‘ in t im a te ’ , e v e n  th o se  in  o u r  s o -c a lle d  ‘ p r iv a te  life ’ , c a n  tu rn  o u t  to b e  d e c is iv e  

p o in ts  in  h is to r ic a l c a u s a lity . W ill  th e  re v o lu tio n  th a t  is c o m in g  e la b o r a te  its 

p r in c ip le s  fr o m  s o m e th in g  s a id  b y  L a u tr e a m o n t, K a f k a  o r  J o y c e ?  I s n ’ t th e  

c u rre n t th ru st o f  b o th  th e  im p e r ia lis t  a n d  th e  s o -c a lle d  s o c ia lis t  re g im e s b e in g  

d ire c te d  tovvards s u c h  in s titu tio n s  a n d  a r c h a is m s  as th o se  re la te d  to  the 

fa m ily , fo r in s ta n c e , a n d  c o n s u m e ris m ?  W e  c a n  see  w h y  c a p ita lis m  vvears 

p ro fit n e x t  to  its sk in  lik e  a  s h ir t  o f  N e ssu s , b u t h o w  c a n  vve a c c e p t  its a lso  

c lo th in g  th e  o ffs p r in g  o f  th e  O c t o b e r  re v o lu tio n ?

T h e s e  p o te n t ia l ly  r e v o lu t io n a r y  b lo c k s  a n d  sp lits  o p e r a te  s im u ita n e o u s ly , 

at a li s ta g e s  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g y  o f  th e  s u b je c t  a n d  o f  h is to ry . I n te rn a tio n a l-  

ly , th e  vvorldvvide b a la n c e  is d a m a g e d  b y  ir r e p a r a b le  c o n tr a d ic tio n s  in  th a t 

e x is t in g  so c ia l re g im e s  h a v e  d e m o n s tra te d  th e ir  in a b ili ty  to  fo ste r a n y  s y ste m  

o f  in te r n a t io n a l re la tio n s  th a t  vvould  e n a b le  th e m  to  e x p re s s  o r  h a n d le  b y  

d ip lo m a c y  th e  s ig n ify in g  b r e a k th r o u g h s , th e  p a r t ic u ia r  s to p p in g  p o in ts , o f  

c o n te m p o r a r y  h is to ry . S u c h  p o in ts , fo r  in s ta n c e , as th e  follovving: th e  L o n g

22. N o r  in  a n y  o th e r , b u t  t h a t  is n o t  o u r  c o n c e r n  h e re . A s  L a c a n  h a s  w r itte n : ‘ E c o n o m ic  Scien ce 

in sp ired  b y  Capital  d o e s  n o t n e c e s s a r ily  le a d  to  u s ın g  it  as  a fo rc e  fo r  re v o lu t io n , a n d  h is to ry  se e m s to 

re q u ire  a id s  o th e r  th a n  a  p r e d ic a t iv e  d i a le c t ic ’ {£ crıit, p. 8 69 ).



M a r c h  th a t vvas to le a d  to th e  c o m in g  to povver (a g a in s t  S t a l in ’s a d v ic e )  o f  the 

S ta lin is ts  in C h in a ;  T ito is m , the resu l t o f  th e  Y u g o s la v  R e s is ta n c e ’s c o m in g  to 

povver, a g a in s t  th e  Y a l t a  a g r e e m e n ts  (a ls o  s ig n e d  b y  S ta lin ) ;  th e  first w a r  o f  

lib e ra tio n  in V ie tn a m , vvhose q u a s i-a c c id e n ta l la u n c h in g  th e  c o m m u n ist 

le a d e rs  d id  e v e r y th in g  to p re v e n t; th e  s tr u g g le  o f  the F L N  in A lg e r ia , vvhich, 

d e s p ite  its p r e c a r io u s  b e g in n in g s , vvas to  lea d  in th e  en d  to  the co lla p s e  o f  

F re n c h  c o lo n ia lis m  (at le a st in its tr a d it io n a l fo rm ); the s tra n g e r-th a n -fîc t io n  

e s c a p a d e s  o f  the C u b a n  r e v o lu tio n a rie s , vvhich p la n te d  a c h ro n ic  a b sc ess  in 

the h e a rt o f  th e  P e n ta g o n ’s s tr a te g ic  sy ste m . A n o th e r  a c c id e n t , o r ra th e r  

p e rh a p s  a r tific e , vvas the tr a n s p la n tin g  o f  a n  Is ra e li c o lo n y  th a t vvas fin a lly  to 

c o n s titu te  a  fa c to r  fo r re v o lu t io n iz in g  th e  A r a b  vvorld (th o u g h  th ere  vvas a 

tim e vvhen M a x  N o r d a u  a lm o s t23 g o t th e  Z io n is ts  to a c c e p t  th e  id e a  th a t  the 

'n e w  h o m e la n d ’ o f  th e je v v s  s h o u ld  b e  e sta b lis h e d  in U g a n d a !) .

T h e  S ta lin is t  a n d  s o c ia l-d e m o c r a tic  a sso c ia te s  o f  im p e ria lis m  are  less and  

less a b le  to represent o p p re s s e d  p e o p les  or the e x p lo ite d  m asse s, or to n e g o tia te  

on  th e ir  b e h a lf. Y e t  stili th ere  is n o d e c is iv e  w a y  o f  s to p p in g  the in fern a l 

m a c h in e  o f ‘s u b s t itu tio n is m ’ . T h e  p ro ces s  vvh ereby the r e v o lu t io n a r y  m asses 

vvill re c o v e r  the d ir e c t  c o n tro l o f  th e ir  o w n  fa te  h as b a r e ly  b e g u n , a n d  u n til 

th at h a p p e n s  w e  sh a ll h a v e  to g o  o n  b e in g  p re p a re d  fo r v a s t  b lo o d b a th s , like  

V ie tn a m  a n d  I n d o n e s ia , b e a r in g  vvitness to  th e  d e s p e r a te  im p a s se  o f  the 

in te r n a tio n a l r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n t -  as the P a r is  C o m m u n e  d id  in  an 

e a r lie r  a g e . H y m n in g  the p ra ise s  o f  th e  h e ro ic  p e o p le  o f  V ie tn a m  m u st n o t 

m ak e  us fo r g e t th e  tru th : th ere  vvas s o m e th in g  sa c r ific ia l in  th a t  h o lo c a u s t; its 

a p p a llin g n e s s  is ın a tc h e d  b y  th e  c r im in a l p o lic ie s  o f  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  th e  

in te r n a t io n a l v vo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t, vvhich left th e  V ie tn a m e s e  p e o p le  to 

s tr u g g le  a lo n e  in  o u r  d a y , as it le ft  th o se  o f  th e  S p a n is h  R e p u b lic  in the p a st.

O n e  m a y  u rg e  a t le a s t th a t th e  lesso n  b e  d r a w n , th a t th e  tru th  b e  fa c e d  at 

vvh atev er co st: th e  fa c t is th a t w e  h a v e  g o t  to s ta rt  a g a in  fro m  s q u a re  on e, th at 

o u r  vvhole o r ie n ta tio n  m u st b e  d iffe re n t, th a t w e  m u st p u t b e h in d  us an  e p o c h  

o f  th e  s tr a te g y  a n d  th e o ry  o f  th e  c o m m u n is t  m o v e m e n t th a t is fin ish ed .

4. V ie tn a m  1 9 6 7 24

In  V ie tn a m , A m e r ic a n  im p e ria lis m  h as  tr ie d  to p r o v e  th a t it is alvvays a b le  to 

e n fo rce  its lavv a n d  its m e th o d s  vvhen a n d  w h e r e  it m ig h t  vvish. I t  h as

‘23. ‘ A lm o s t 1 is p u tü n g  k  s t r o n g ly  p e rh a p s : M a x  N o r d a u  vvas to be m u rd e re d  b y  a s u p p o rte r  o f  

T h e o d o r e  H e r2 İ ’s.

24. E x tr a c t s  fro m  a p ie c e  th a t w a s  to h a v e  a p p e a r e d  as in tro d u c tio n  to an  im p o rta n t  sp e cia ) 

n u m b e r  o f  Recherches, on th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  A m e r ic a n  a g g re s s io n  in  V ie t n a m  fo r th e c o u n tr ie s  o f  

S o u th - E a s t  A s ia  as i  vvhole. T h is  v o lu m in o u s  set o f  d o c u m e n ts , c o m p ile d  b y  vvo rk in g g ro u p s  o f  

s p e c ia iis ts  a n d  m ili tan  ts, fa ile d  t o a p p e a r  b e c a u s e o f  th e  ev e n ts  o f  M a y  1968: th e d e la y  in p u b lis h in g  

m e a n t th at ıh e  m o si im p o r ta n t  a r t ic le s  w e re  o u t o f  d a te ,  a n d  its c o m p ile rs  c o ııld  n o  lo n g e r  be 

b ro u g h t  lo g e lh e r .



m o b iliz e d  its h u g e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  h u m a n  re so u rce s  to d o  th is. I t  h as b een  

w iliin g  to  c o m p r o m is e  its  so -c a lle d  p r e s tig e  as a  g r e a t  n a tio n / p r o te c tiv e  e ld e r 

b r o th e r  o f  th e  free  vvorld. T h e  in te rn a tio n a l status quo, p r e c a r io u s ly  m a in -  

ta in ed  s in c e  th e  S e c o n d  VVorld W a r , h a s  th u s b een  o v e r th r o w n . T h e  V ie t-  

n a m e se  p e o p le  h a v e  throvvn th e m s e lv e s  b o d y  a n d  so u l in to  th e  s tru g g le  

a g a ın s t  a g g re s s io n . T h e ir  h e ro ism  a n d  sk ill a re  u n p r e c e d e n te d . T h e y  are  

f ig h tin g  fo r s u r v iv a l, n a tio n a l in d e p e n d e n c e , u n ity  a n d  s o v e re ig n ty , a n d  th ey  

a re  a w a r e  th a t  th e ir  c a u s e  is a ls o  th a t  o fo p p re s s e d  c la sse s  a n d  su b je c t  n a tio n s 

everyvvh ere . F re n c h  p u b lic  o p in io n  is n o t on  th e  vvhole m u c h  c o n c e rn e d . Y e t  

th e  in te re s ts  o f  th e  V ie tn a m e s e  p e o p le  a re  fu n d a m e n ta lly  th e  sa m e  as th o se  o f  

vvorkers, o f  in te lle c tu a ls , o f  e v e r y o n e  w h o  is th re a te n e d  b y  the p o s s ib le  

re in fo r c e m e n t o f  th e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  re p res s io n  u sed  in  e ven  th e  m o st 

u p -to -d a te  c a p ita lis t  so c ıe tie s . I h a r d ly  n eed  re m in d  y o u  th a t the d efe n ce  o f  

tru th  is a t th e  ro o t o f  e v e ry  fig h t fo r e m a n c ip a tio n : the m o st s u b tle  a n d  

e ffe ctiv e  fo rm s o f  a lie n a tio n  a re  th o se  th a t  vve t a k e fo r  g r a n te d , th o se  vve d o  n ot 

ev e n  n o tic e  u n le ss  vve s to p  to  th in k  a b o u t  it, th o se  th a t a re  p a rt  o f  the fa b r ic  o f  

o u r  e v e r y d a y  life.

T h u s  a  k in d  o f c o l le c t iv e  ‘a v o id in g  a c tio n ’ h as le d  to vvhat 1 ca n  o n ly  c a li a 

s y s te m a tic  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  re a l n a tu re  o f  th e  tra g e d y  novv ta k in g  

p la c e  in V ie tn a m . U p  to a  p o in t, p e rh a p s , the m o re  c le a rs ig h te d  a m o n g  us 

h a v e  n o t to ta l ly  fa ile d  to  see  it, b u t  it seem s to m e th a t  th ere  is a  v e r y  

im p o r ta n t  p r o b le m  to b e  e lu c id a te d . T h e  fa c t is th a t th e  s a v a g e r y  o f  th e  

A m e r ic a n  a g g re s s io n  a g a in s t  a  T h ir d  W o r id  p e o p le  sh o u ld  n o t be seen  as 

s im p ly  th e  s tr a y  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  a  ‘ h is to r ic a l a c c id e n t ’ . T h e  vvhole n ig h tm a re  

n eed s to  b e  in te rp re te d  in a vvorldvvide p e rs p e c tiv e . I t  in a u g u r a te s  a  nevv 

p h a s e  o f  h is to r y . I n  o th e r  vvords, I d o  n o t th in k  th a t  it  is ju s t  as c itiz e n s  o r 

m ili tan  ts o f  a  p a r t ic u la r  o r g a n iz a t io n  th a t  vve h a v e  to  d e c id e  vvhere vve s ta n d  

in re la tio n  to  vvhat is g o in g o n , b u t a ls o  in s o f a r  as vve h a v e s p e c if ic r e s e a r c h  to  

d o  in  d iffe re n t  a r e a s  o f  th e  h u m a n  s c ie n c e s .

T h e  V ie tn a m  vvar h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a  re in fo rc e m e n t o f  the 

d o m in a n t ra c e  id e o lo g y  in th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , vvith its p u r ita n is m  a n d  its 

m yth s o f  d e s tr o y in g  th e  ‘ b a d  o b je c t ’ -  th a t  is, v vh atever is d iffe re n t, v vh atever 

tries to  -  o r  m a n a g e s  to  -  e lu d e  th e  A m e r ic a n  W a y  o f  L ife . T h e  vvorst a c ts  o f  

b a r b a r is m  c o m m itte d  d a ily  b y  th e  A m e r ic a n  fo rc e s , th e  p u p p e t tro o p s o f  

S a ig o n  a n d  th e ir  a llie s  a re  m e th o d ic a lly  re p resse d  fro m  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  a  

p u b lic  o p in io n  m a n u fa c tu r e d  b y  ‘ in fo r m a tio n  m a c h in e s ’ . I t  re m in d s  o n e  o f  

fascism . H it le r is m , o f  c o u rse , d e v e lo p e d  in  a  q u ite  d iffe re n t h is to r ic a l c o n te x t, 

b u t th a t s h o u ld  n o t p r e v e n t o u r  r e fle c tin g  on  th e  m o ra l d e g e n e ra tio n  novv 

afH ictin g th e  m o st povverfu l n a tio n  in  th e  vvorld -  a p a r t  fro m  th e  v o c a l 

m in o ritie s  w h o  a r e  fig h t in g  a g a in s t  it ,  th o u g h  vvith ou t y e t  a c h ie v in g  a n y  so lid  

resu lts. F r e u d , fo llo vv in g  M a r x , h a s  shovvn us h o w  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  fu n ctio n  

o f  th is  re p r e s s io n  a n d  id e o lo g ic a l d e fe n c e .



T h e  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  in te r p r e ta tıo n , b y  in s is tin g  o n  d is re g a r d in g  th e  fa ct 

th a t o u r  o b je c ts  o f  lo v e  o r  h a te , o u r  m o st in tim a te ly  re la te d  m o d e ls  o f  

id e n tif ic a tio n , a re  d ir e c t ly  b o u n d  u p  w ith  h is to r ic a l p ro ces se s , a u to m a tic a lly  

e x c lu d e s  v it a l ly  im p o r ta n t u n c o n s c io u s  d e te rm in is m s  fro m  its fie ld  o f  

e x a m in a tio n . A t  the le v e l o f  u n c o n sc io u s  a c tiv ity , tru th  is a  s in g le  vvhole: 

d is t in c tio n s  betvveen  o n e ’ s p r iv a te  life a n d  th e  v a r io u s  a re a s  o f  so c ia l life 

b e c o m e  ir r e le v a n t. C o n s e q u e n tly , the e ffe ctiv e n e ss  o f v a l u e  sy ste m s d o es n o t 

d e p e n d  on the c o n s c io u s  k n o vv led g e o n e  has g a in e d  fro m  e d u c a tio n , in for- 

m a tio n  or c u ltu re . T h a t  is w h y  v io le n c e  h as b een  a b le  to w in  its ‘ r ig h ts ’ 

th ro u g h o ııt  h is to ry , to fo r m u la te  its g o sp e ls  a n d  e v e n  its in te rn a tio n a l 

ju r is p r u d e n c e . F a s c is m  p r o d u c e d  o n e  u n p re c e d e n te d  a n d  o v e r w h e lm in g  

form  o f  th is, a n d  A m e r ic a n  a g g re s s io n  in V ie tn a m  to d a y  p resen ts  a n o th e r. 

W e  ten d  n ot to see q u ite  w h a t  a n  extraordi.na.ry th in g  is h a p p e n in g , to re a ssu re  

o u rse lv e s  th at it vvill a li co m e  r ig h t in the en d , th at c o m m o n  sen se  vvill e m e rg e  

tr iu m p h a n t  vvhen the A m e r ic a n  n a tio n  p u lls  its e lf  to g e th er . In  p o in t o f  fa ct, 

th is so rt o f  th in k in g  seem s to  p r o c e e d  fro m  o n e  o f  th o se  d efe n c e  m e c h a n is m s I 

re fe rre d  to th at e x ist to e n su re  th e  p e a c e fu l s lu m b e r  o f  so c ie ty . S h o u ld  o n e  

a s c r ib e  th is re fu sa l to g iv e  se rio u s c o n s id e ra tio n  to a n y  h is to r ic a l v ie v v o ffe rin g  

a g lim p s e  o f  th e  u n kn ovvn  o r th e  d is tu r b in g , th is  te n d e n c y  to  re fer e v e ry  n ew  

e v e n t to a p h a n ta s y  sy ste m  o fh is t o r ic a l  m e m o ry , to vvhat F re u d  d e s c r ib e d  as 

th e  d e a th  in s tin c t?  T h e  c le a r  c o n s c ie n c e s  o f  ra tio n a lis ts  a n d  p r o g re ss iv e s  are  

lo a th  to a p p r o a c h  th is  d im e n s io n  o f  th e  p ro b le m . T h e  m o st m ilita n t  o f  us a re  

p e c u lia r ly  l ia b le  to a n  ap riori o p t im is m  vvhere th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  in d u s tr ia l 

so c ie tie s  is co n c e rn e d .

A  c u rs o r y  s u r v e y  o f  re ce n t h is to r y , hovvever, offers in n u m e r a b le  in d ic a tio n s  

o f  the in c a p a c ity  o f  th e  p res en t s ty le  o f  in te rn a tio n a l re la tio n s  to  fin d  s ta b ility . 

C a n  th ere  be a n y  s ta b il ity  as lo n g  as th e  c o u n trie s  o f  th e  T h ir d  VVorld a re  in 

su c h  a  d e s p e r a te  e c o n o m ic  im p a s s e ?  T h e  r e c e n tly  a lm o st u n iv e rs a l m y th  o f  

‘p e a c e fu l c o e x is te n c e ’ -  r e m e m b e r  th e  s p ir it  o f  B a n d u n g ?  -  h as  b e co m e  

m e a n in g le ss : th e  o n ly  c o e x is te n c e  th ere  is n o w  is th e  defacto c o e x is te n c e  o f  the 

d o m in a n t  in d u s tr ia l  povvers, w h o  o n ly  g iv e  th o u g h t to th e  fa te  o f  th e  p o o r 

n a tio n s  in re la tio n  to 'th e ir  s tr a te g ic  a n d  e c o n o m ic  v a lu e , th e ir  n e o -c o lo n ia lis t  

a lle g ia n c e . C a p it a l is t  p r o d u c t io n  re la tio n s  h a v e  u n d e rg o n e  n o  d e c is iv e  

c h a n g e  in  e ss e n tia ls , a n d  th e  s o c ia lis t  S ta te s  h a v e  p r o v e d  th em se lv e s  u n a b le  

to e n fo rce  a n y  in te r n a t io n a l lavv o th e r  th a n  th e  lavv o f  th e  ju n g le .  T h e  le a d in g  

S ta te  o f  vvorld  im p e r ia lis m  is d e v o t in g  its e ffo rts  to a lte r in g  th e  b a la n c e  o f  

fo rces  to its ovvn a d v a n ta g e , a n d  s e tt in g  u p  a n  in te r n a tio n a l p o liç e  fo rce . In  

th is, to o , th e  p o st-vvar p e r io d  is d e f in ite ly  ö v e r , s y m b o lic a lly  re p res en te d  as it 

vvas b y  in te r n a t io n a l b o d ie s  vvhose ro le  as a rb itra to r s  vvas su p p o s e d  to secu re  

p e a c e  fo r e v e r  m o re . A n o th e r  s y s te m  o f  v a lu e  is in the p ro ces s  o f  re p la c in g  th at 

o n e , a n d  is s t ili  s e e k in g  to e s ta b lis h  its le g it im a c y : th in k  o f  th e  in c r e d ib le  id ea  

o f  th e  ‘r ig h t  o f  p u r s u it ’ th a t  n o w  se e m s ta k e n  fo r g r a n te d , vvhich c a n  ju s t ify



a n y  fo rm  o f  a g g re s s io n . In  su c h  c h a n g e d  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , the tra d it io n a l 

b a tt le -c r ie s  o f  th e  a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  s tr u g g le  a re  u se less; th e  a n a ly s e s  and  

s tra te g ie s  o ffered  b y  th e  tra d it io n a l le ft re m a in  m irro r- im a g e s  o f  th o se  o f  

im p e r ia lis m , in  as m u c h  as im p e r ia lis m  h as tak en  u p  a  g r e a t  d ea l o f  its 

o p p o n e n ts ’ id e o lo g ic a l b a g g a g e . B o th  p a rtie s  a p p e a r  to b e  p la y in g  th e  g a m e  

b y th e  s a m e  ru le s , b e c a u s e  b o th  la c k  th e  le v e r a g e  to  e ffect a  g e n u in e  

tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s  on  a  w o r ld w id e  s c a le . In  h is last 

m e s sa g e , C h e  G u e v a r a  sp o k e  o f  th e  tr a g ic  is o la tio n  o f  V ie tn a m . B u t  s u re ly  

w h a t  is j u s t  as t r a g ic  is th e  is o la tio n  o f  th e  o p p re sse d  c la sse s  vvithin vvealthy 

so c ie tie s?  W e  m u st a lso  lo o k  s q u a r e ly  a t  th e  se cre t a n d  p a r a d o x ic a l d e s p a ir  o f  

re v o lu tio n a r ie s  in  th e  W e s t ,25 a n d  a t  th e ir  sen se  o f  p ovverlessn ess a g a in s t  the 

t ig h te n in g  e c o n o m ic  v ic e  th a t o b lig e s  th e  vvorkers to a c c e p t  th eir  fa te  vvithout 

flin c h in g , a n d  e v e n  p e rh a p s  to  e n jo y  its s ic k e n in g  b a n a lity  in  a  b a n a l k in d  o f  

w a y . In  c o n tr a s t  to  th a t, th e  h e ro ic  is o la tio n  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  V ie tn a m , th eir  

c r e a t iv ity , th e  w e a lth  o f  so c ia l r e la tio n s  th ey  h a v e  c re a te d  o u t o f  th e ir  

s tru g g le , a n d  th e  in v e n ti v en e ss  o f  th e  b o d ie s  e s ta b lis h e d  b y  th e  F L  N , a li seem  

like  a  sh e e r  h y m n  o f  h o p e .

25. T h is  te x t  w a s  v v r itte n ju s t  b e fo re  th e  u p h e a v a is  o f  M a y  1968.



Students, the Mad and ‘Delinquents’'

T h e  in s titu tio n a l e a r th q u a k e s  o f  M a y  [1968] in F r a n c e  d id  n o t sp a re  the 

vvorld o f  p s y c h ia try . T h e y  h a v e  in fa c t left so m e la s tin g  effects: for e x a m p le , in 

so m e  se c to rs  th e  vvhole h ie r a r c h y  h as  b een  b ro u g h t in to  q u e s tio n , ‘c o lle g e s ’ o f  

p s y c h ia tr y  h a v e  b een  set u p ,2 a n d  th e  te a c h in g  o f  p s y c h o lo g y  h as b een  

s e p a ra te d  from  th a t o f  n e u r o lo g y . U n fo r tu n a te ly , it vvould  seem  th a t  the 

e v e n ts  vvere e x p e r ie n c e d  as a se rio u s  tra u m a , ra th e r  th a n  b e in g  a ss im ila te d  

a n d  in te g r a te d  in to  th e o ry  a n d  p r a c tic e .

T h e  sc h o o l o f ‘ in s titu tio n a l p s y c h o th e r a p y ’ sh o u ld  h a v e  b een  b e tte r  p la c e d  

to u n d e rs ta n d  th em , s in ce  its m a in  c h a r a c te r is t ic  is p r e c is e ly  a d e te rm in a tio n  

n e v e r  to iso la te  the s tu d y  o f  m e n ta l illn ess fro m  its so c ia l a n d  in s titu tio n a l 

c o n te x t, a n d , b y  the sa m e  to k en , to a n a ly s e  in stitu tio n s  on the b a s is  o f  

in te r p r e tin g  th e  re a l, s y m b o lic  a n d  im a g in a ry  effects  o f  s o c ie ty  u p o n  in d i- 

V id u a ls . W e  m u st a d m it, hovvever, th a t  th o u g h  m em b e rs  o f  th is sch o o l d id  not 

s ta n d  c o m p le te ly  a s id e  fro m  e v e n ts , th ey  vvere o n ly  m a r g in a lly  in ^ o lved  in 

th em . T h is  I b e lie v e  to  h a v e  b e en  the c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  a  c e rta in  im m a tu r ity  in 

term s o f  th e o r y , a n d  a fix a tio n  u p o n  su c h  a r c h a is m s  o f  th e  m e d ic a l p ro fessio n  

as ‘ n e u t r a lit y ’ a n d  th e  a v o id a n c e  o f a n y t h in g  p o lit ic a l.

S ta r tin g  fro m  th e  cris is  in  the u n iv e rs itie s , th e  in s titu tio n a l re v o lu tio n  o f  

M a y  soon  p r e s e n te d  p r o b le m s  th a t a ffe cte d  s o c ie ty  as a  vvhole: p e o p le  vvho 

h ad  c o n sid e re d  su c h  p r o b le m s  o n ly  as th ey  to u c h e d  o n  th e ir  p a r t ic u la r  

h o s p ita l or th e ir  p a r t ic u la r  p s y c h ia tr ic  d is tr ic t  vvere tak en  c o m p le te ly  

un avvares. 5 T h o u g h  th e  p r o p o n e n ts  o f  in s titu tio n a l p s y c h ia tr y  fo u n d  th em - 

se lv es  p ovverless to a c t, th e ir  a p p r o a c h  to p ro b le m s  ö v e r  the p a st d e c a d e  vvas 

su ch  as to m a k e  th em  p o te n tia l ly  on  the vva ve len g th  o f  th e  e x tr a o r d in a r y  

s o c ia l p h e n o m e n a  vve h a v e  vvitn essed . F ro m  1962 to 1966 a c e rta in  n u m b e r  o f

1. P a p e r  g iv e n  at ıh e  T h ir d  I n te r n a t io n a l C o n g r e s s  o f  P s y c h o d r a m a , S o c io d r a m a  a n d  in s t i t u ­

tio n a l T h e r a p y ,  in  B a d e n , S e p le m b e r  1968; p u b lis h e d  ın Partisans ( ‘ G a r d e - fo u s ’ ), no. 46, F e b r u a r y -  

M a r c h  1969. F o r  th e ‘ D e l in q u e n t s ’ ( ‘ K a t a n g a is ’ in  the o r ig in a i t it le ) , se e  p. 4 6 , n. 2

2. R e g io n a l b o d ie s  fo r  q u e s t io n in g o f f ic ia l  te a c h in g , so m e o f  vvhich h a v e  b ro u g h t  lo g e th e r  n u rses , 

p s y c h ia tr is ts , p s y c h o io g is ts  a n d  o th e rs .

3. B y  p s y c h ia tr ic  d is tr ic t  1 m e a n  th e  F r e n c h  sy s te m  o f  in s titu t io n s  a n d  p ro je c ts  o u ts id e  h o sp ita ls ,

a r r a n g e d  b y  d is tr ic ts ,  e a c h  s u p p o s e d  to re s p o n d  to th e m e n ta l h e a lth  r e q u ire m e n ts  o f  so m e 70,000

p e o p le  ( p r o v id in g  d a y  h o s p ita ls , d is p e n s a r ie s , h o m e s , s p e c ia l v vo rk sh o p s, fa m ily  p la c e m e n ts , h o m e 

v is its , e te .) .



th em  h a d  b een  w o r k in g , a t th e  re q u e s t  o f  the n a tio n a l s tu d e n t o rg a n iz a tio n s , 

o n  th e  m e n ta l-h e a lth  p r o b le m s  p e c u lia r  to s tu d e n t life. Ö v e r  the co u rse  o f  

m a n y  ta lk s  w ith  s tu d e n t r e p r e s e n ta tiv e s , c e rta in  m o re  g e n e ra l q u es tio n s  

a ro se  a b o u t  s tu d e n ts ’ s itu a tio n s  -  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  u n iv e rs ity  in stitu tio n s , th e  

a b s u r d ity  o f  te a c h in g  m e th o d s , p la n s  fo r s e tt in g  u p  u n iv e rs ity  w o rk  g ro u p s , 

e d u c a tio n  c lu b s , ru n n in g  u n iv e r s ity  c e n tre s  fo r p s y c h o th e r a p e u tic  h e lp  a n d  

so  o n .4

T h e  sc h o o l o f  in s titu tio n a l p s y c h o th e r a p y , vvhich  a t  th a t  tim e re c e iv e d  v e r y  

lit t le  a tte n tio n  fro m  th e vvorld o f  p s y c h ia tr y , fo u n d  a  c o n s id e ra b le  re sp o n s e  

from  the s tu d e n t le a d e rs  o f  th e  p e r io d . YVe c a m e  to fee l th a t  the s tu d e n t vvorld 

vvas s u ffe r in g  fro m  a k in d  o f  so c ia l s e g re g a tio n  n o t u n lik e  vvhat h a d  lo n g  b een  

th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  vvorld o f  p s y c h ia try . W e  h a d  a  se n se  o f  h a v in g  re a c h e d  

t h e in te r s e c t io n  o f  vvhat o n e  m ig h t c a li ‘ re s id u a l s itu a t io n s ’ in c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  

in te g ra te d  b y  th e  te c h n o c r a t ic  S ta te  m a c h in e .

U n lik e  tr a d it io n a l p s y c h o a n a ly s ts  a n d  p s y c h ia tr is ts , o u r  v ie w  is th a t  th ere  

is a  p ro fo u n d  in te r a c tio n  b etvveen  in d iv id u a l p s y c h o p a th o lo g ic a l p r o b le m s  

a n d  th e  s o c ia l,  p o lit ic a l a n d  vvork c o n te x t. T h e r e  vvere, c o n s e q u e n tly , tvvo 

vvays o f  lo o k in g  a t th e  p r o b le m s  vve fa ce d  in  re la tio n  to  th e  s tu d e n t m o ve m e n t: 

e ith e r  th ey  vvere m a r g in a l p h e n o m e n a , m ere  a b e r r a tio n s , o r  th ey  vvere 

sy m p to m s  h e r a ld in g  a  fa r  la r g e r  cr is is  in  s o c ie ty , a s  so m e  s tu d e n ts  in s tin c tiv e -  

ly  fe lt th e y  vvere. O t h e r  m ilita n ts  la te r  c a m e  to  th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  the s tu d e n t 

m o v e m e n t vvho vvere less c o n c e rn e d  vvith th ese  p r o b le m s , a n d  th e  in s titu tio n ­

al p s y c h o th e r a p y  sc h o o l g r a d u a lly  m o v e d  avvay fro m  th eir  p ro b le m s. B u t  

th ey  a r e  vvell vvorth a n o th e r  lo o k  n o w .

A t  th e  tim e , I s tre ss ed  th e  ro le  o f  g r o u p  p h a n ta s ie s , as p o s s ib ly  in d ic a t in g  

th e  s p e c if ic  e n tr y -p o in t  o f  th e  d iffe re n t  g e n e ra tio n s  in to  so c ie ty , a n d  th eir  

c o n n e c tio n s  vvith e a c h  o th e r . T h e  p h a n ta s y  o f  th e  poilus o f  th e  F irs t  VVorld 

W a r , fo r in s ta n c e , c re a te d  a  k in d  o f  e c h o  in th e  B o ls h e v ik s  in 1 9 1 7 , th e  

p h a n ta s ie s  o f  th e  nevv p o p u la r  fr o n t a g e  o f  1936 a n d  th e  S p a n is h  C iv i l  W a r  

N a z is m , a n d  s im ıla r ly  la te r  o n , vvith th e  L ib e r a t io n , th e  C o ld  YV ar a n d  

so  o n . I th in k  vve s h o u ld  re c o g n iz e  th e  p h a n ta s y  e c h o  o f  th e  M a y  b a r r ic a d e s  

from  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  g e n e r a tio n  vvho p u t th em  u p  vvere th e  sa m e  g e n e ra tio n  

th at fo r g o t F r e n c h  a tr o c it ie s  in A lg e r ia  vvhile m ilita n t ly  c o n d e m n in g , vvith 

p io u s u n a n im ity , A m e r ic a n  a g g re s s io n  in  V ie tn a m .

T h e  s o c ia l c o n tr a d ic t io n s  to  vvh ich  th e  m a sse s  a re  s u b je c t  d o  n o t  str ik e  

th em  a s  a  set o f  th e o r e tic a l p ro b le m s : th e y  a re  e x p e r ie n c e d  in th e  o rd e r  o f  the 

im a g in a ry  a n d  seen  as m a s s iv e ly  s im p le  a lte r n a tiv e s , vvh ereb y  so c ia l d e a th  

in stin cts  o r  v is io n s  o f  p r o g re s s  (th e  ‘ c id e s  o f  th e  fu tu r e ’ , th e  ‘ h a p p y  to m o r- 

rovvs’ ) b e c o m e  p re s e n t b y  vvay o f  g r o u p  p h a n ta s iz in g .

4. C f ,  Recherches uniuersilaireı, J a n u a r y  19 64 , d e v o te d  to th ese  p ro b le m s ; it  c o n ta in s  a n  a r t ic le  o f  

m in e , ‘ R e fle x io n s  s u r  la  t h e r a p e u t iq u e  in s t itu t io n n e lle  e t  les p ro b lü m e s d ’ h y g ie n e  m e n ta le  e n  m ilie u  

e tu d ia n t ’ .



A s soon  as th e  A ig e r ia n  vvar vvas ö v e r , it b e c a m e  e v id e n t th a t a g re a t  m a n y  

s tu d e n ts  vvere in s e a rc h  o f  so m e  nevv fo cu s fo r m ilita n c y , so m e  m o b iliz in g  

v ision  th at vvould  g e t  th em  o u t o f t h e  u n iv e rs ity  g h e tto , i f  o n ly  in im a g in a tio n . 

T h e  le ftist te n d e n c ie s  th at to o k  ö v e r  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  the U N  E F  (the  n a tio n a l 

s tu d e n ts ’ u n io n ) fro m  1963 to 1966 h a d  tried  to  in d u c e  the s tu d e n t m o v e m e n t 

to tak e  so m e  r e s p o n s ib ility  for th e  p ro b le m s p e c u lia r  to stu d e n ts . T h e  

p r o b le m  o f  s tu d e n t povver a ro s e  in  re la tio n  b o th  to u n iv e r s ity  s tru c tu re s  and  

to te a c h in g  m e th o d s. T h e  s tu d e n ts  vvere u rg e d  to an  avvaren ess o f  th e ir s p e c ia l 

s itu a tio n , th e ir  ro le  in so c ie ty , a n d  th e ir  re sp o n s ib ilitie s  as re g a rd s  p r o d u c ­

tion , th e  c la ss  s tr u g g le  a n d  so  o n . ( D o n ’ t fo rg e t th at th e  first o c c u p a tio n  o f  the 

S o rb o n n e  vvas a tte m p te d  b a c k  in F e b r u a r y  1964.)

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  vvas th en  s e tt in g  o u t s y s te m a tic a lly  to  s a b o ta g e  a n y  m o ve  

in th a t d ire c t io n  (re fu s in g  a li d ia lo g u e  vvith the U N E F ,  w h o se  fin a n c ia l 

s u p p o rt  w a s vvithdravvn an d  g iv e n  in ste a d  to th e  F N E F 5). T h e  vvorkers’ 

m o v e m e n t, to o , vvas e ith e r  m a n ip u la t in g  o r s im p ly  ig n o r in g  the s tu d e n t 

m o v e m e n t (th e  F re n c h  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  d is b a n d e d  its s tu d e n t o r g a n iz a tio n , 

a n d  th e  P S U  took  c o n tro l o f  th e  U N E F  n a tio n a l h e a d q u a r te r s ) . T h e  le ftists  

in the U N E F  b e c a m e  d is p e rs e d , the o r g a n iz a t io n  g r a d u a lly  lo st its p o in t, a n d  

it vvas left to a fevv g ro u p s  o f  th e  e x tr e m e  left to e n su re  the c o n tin u a n c e  o f  a 

m in im u m  o f  p o lit ic a l  a c tiv ity  in th is  sp h ere .

T h is  s itu a t io n  re su lte d  in  tvvo th in g s: a n y  re a l p la n s  fo r tra n s fo rm in g  

u n iv e rs ity  life  vvere a b a n d o n e d , a n d  th e  o ld  fa ilu re  to u n d e rs ta n d  the s p e c if ic  

p r o b le m s  o f  s tu d e n ts  o n c e  a g a in  p r e v a ile d : p o lit ic a l th e o r iz in g  alvvays d e a lt  

vvith s o c ie ty  as a vvhole a n d  in te r n a tio n a l re la tio n s  -  vvith th e  n a tu ra l 

c o n c o m ita n ts  o f  d o g m a t ic fo r m a lis m  a n d  a se c ta r ia n  a n d  b u r e a u c r a t ic  ty p e  o f  

o r g a n iz a t io n . U lt im a te ly ,  hovvever, th is  stili e n a b le d  a  fevv s tu d e n ts  to  b e  

p o lit ic a lly  e d u c a te d , to b ro a d e n  th e ir  vievv o f  the vvorld a n d  n o t b e c o m e  

b o g g e d  dovvn in th e  status quo. N e v e rth e le s s , th e  m ilita n ts  a n d  p ro fesso rs  w h o  

h a d  tried  to  d e v e lo p  a nevv k in d  o f  p s y c h o -s o c io lo g ic a l u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  

s tu d e n t s itu a tio n  n o  lo n g e r  h a d  a n y  in flu e n ce .

T h e  nevv c o n v e r s io n  to m ilita n c y  o n ly  b e g a n  vvith the o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  m ass 

c a m p a ig n s  a g a in s t  A m e r ic a n  a g g re s s io n  in V ie tn a m  a n d  o f  s o lid a r ity  vvith 

th e  a n t i- im p e r ia l is t  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n ts  in A s ia , L a t in  A m e r ic a  a n d  

A fr ic a . T h is  tim e , a  c o m p le te ly  nevv k in d  o fm o b iliz a t io n  d e v e lo p e d , in v o lv in g  

a c o n tin u in g  m ilita n t  c o m m itm e n t -  e s p e c ia lly  a m o n g  th e  V ie tn a m  co m m it- 

tees. B u t an  in te r n a t io n a l p r o b le m , in vvhich F r a n c e  vvas n o t d ir e c t ly  im p li-  

c a te d , c o u ld  n e v e r  a ffe ct m o re  th a n  a t in y  v a n g u a r d . T h e  c a m p a ig n  a g a in st 

A m e r ic a n  a g g r e s s io n , in  th e  n a tu re  o f  the ca se , vvas o n ly  o f  m e ta p h o ric a l 

im p o rta n c e ; o n ly  v e r y  d is ta n t ly  d id  it h in t at an  ansvver to  th e  a g o n iz in g  

p r o b le m s  vvith vvhich th e  m ass  o f  s tu d e n ts  vvere vvrestlin g  fro m  d a v  to d a y  as

5. F N E F :  F e d e r a t io n  N a t io n a le  d e s  Ğ tu d ia n ts  d e  F r a n c e , a  m in o r ity  r îg h t-w in g  stu d e n t  g ro u p .



th ey  g ro p e d  th e ir  w a y  b lin d ly  th ro u g h  th e  a b s ü r d  vvorld in  vvhich  th ey liv e d .

T h e  s itu a tio n  in N a n te r r e  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  1968 vvas th e  re su lt, a n d  the 

s y m b o l, o f  th is g e n e r a l fa ilu re  b o th  o fg o v e r n m e n t  p o lic y  a n d  o f  the s tu d e n t 

u n io n s. T h e  a r c h ite c tu re  o f  th e  p la c e  se t th e  s ta g e  -  o n e  h a s  o n ly  to v is it  it to 

feel a n x ie ty  o o z in g  fro m  th e  b u ild in g s . T h e  ca m p u s  is a  p e rfec t im a g e  o f  the 

stu d e n t vvorld c u t  o ff fr o m  th e re st o f  so c ie ty , fro m  the vvhole vvorld o fo r d in a r y  

vvork -  a n d  th e  c o n tr a s t  is a li th e  m o re  v iv id  s in ce  the u n iv e rs ity  sta n d s a t the 

v e r y  ce n tre  o f  o n e  o f  th e  o ld e s t c o m m u n is t  m u n ic ip a litie s .

11 b e c a m e  th e  sc e n e  o f  a  s u b je c tiv e , u n iq u e  a n d  ra d ic a l cr is is , e m b o d ie d  in a 

series o f  a c tio n s  th a t vvere to  se rv e  as a  m o d e l. T h e  y o u n g  p e o p le  o f  M a y  vvent 

on fro m  th ere  to  g e t  th e ir  im a g in a tio n s  vvo rk in g  a lo n g  th e  lin es o f  vvhat I 

vvould c a li ‘ tr a n s it io n a l p h a n ta s ie s ’ , p h a n ta s ie s  th a t  vvere to  fin d  th e ir  vvay 

b a ck  to r e a lity  th ro u g h  a p la n  o f  a c t iv ity  vvhich -  it m u st b e  re c o g n iz e d  -  vvas 

to in v o lv e  fa r  m o re  th a n  c h u c k in g  p a v in g  sto n es a b o u t. W h a t  th e  m ilita n ts  o f  

the 22 M a r c h  m o v e m e n t d id  a t N a n te r r e  b e c a m e  a d o p te d  b y  ‘a n a ly s ts ’ as an 

‘ in te r p r e ta d o n ’ o f  th e  ‘ tra n s fe re n c e ’ — th e  ‘a n a ly s ts ’ b e in g  su ch  s tu d e n t 

a c tiv is ts  as D a n y  C o h n - B e n d it , vvho vvas a d v ise d  b y  th e  M in is te r  o f  E d u - 

ca tio n , vvhen q u e s tio n e d  a b o u t  th e  s e x u a l p ro b le m s o f  s tu d e n ts , to  h a v e  a 

cold  b a th .

S ta r tin g  a t N a n te r r e , a  s ig n ify in g  c h a in  d e v e lo p e d ; a n  e v e r-m o u n tin g  

e sc a la tio n  led  to  q u e s tio n in g  e v e r y  e le m e n t in  F re n c h  s o c ie ty , a n d  in d ee d  

th ere  vvere in te r n a t io n a l r e p e rc u ss io n s  as vvell. T h e  tvvo fo rm s o f  d o m in a n t 

povver -  S ta te  povver a n d  th e  povver o f  vvorkers’ o r g a n iz a t io n s  -  fe lt th e ir  v e r y  

fo u n d a tio n s  to  b e  in d a n g e r , a n d  th ere  vvas a  nevv u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  the la te n t 

crisis th r e a te n in g  in d u s tr ia l s o c ie ty  as a  vvhole. F o r  a tim e  th o se  in  povver 

rem ain ed  h e lp le ss  as th o u g h  h y p n o tiz e d : th e  su rp r ise  h a d  b e en  to ta l. N e v e r  

a g a in  vvill th ey  b e  ta k e n  u n avvares, fo r s in c e  th en  the b o u rg e o is ie  h a s  tak en  th e  

m easu re  o f  s u c h  p h e n o m e n a , a n d  h a s  b e en  b u s ily  p r o d u c in g  sy s te m s  o f  

rep ressio n  a n d  a n t ib o d ie s  o f  a li k in d s . In  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l term s, vvhat 

h a p p e n e d  vvas c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  u p su rg e s: s o m e th in g  h a p p e n s 

th at vvould  h a v e  b e e n  u n im a g in a b le  o n ly  th e  d a y  b efo re ; im a g in a tio n  is set 

free a n d  is c a lle d  u p o n  to ta k e  povver. VVas it  a  b r ie f  m a d n e ss ?  H ovv d o e s  o n e  

exp la in  th is  c o m in g  to  lig h t  o f  lo n g -b u r ie d  id e a s?  T h is  is  th e  p o in t a t  vvhich 

the n o tio n  o f  th e  tra n s it io n a l p h a n ta s y  c o m e s  in to  o p e ra tio n . I t  a u th o riz e s  a  

m ode o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n  fo r vvhat is e s s e n tia lly  n o n -r e p re se n ta b le : a  ra d ic a l 

ch an g e , th e  p o s s ib ility  o f  a d iffe re n t S tate  o f  a ffa irs , s o m e th in g  a b s o lu te ly  

other, a n evvb orn  a n d  as y e t  u n c e r ta in  re v o lu t io n a r y  c o m m itm e n t. T h e  

B o lsh ev ik  p h a n ta s y  s y ste m  re p res se d  a li su g g e s tio n s  o f ‘a n a r c h is m ’ : b arri-  

cades, fr a te rn ity , g e n e ro s ity , in d iv id u a l l ib e ra tio n , re je c tio n  o f  a li h ie ra r c h y  

and c o n s tra in t, c o lle c t iv e  e x a lta tio n , p e rm a n e n t p o e try , d a y d r e a m in g . A li  

this h ad  se e m e d  d e a d  a n d  b u r ie d ,ju s t  p a r t  o f  a  k in d  o f  re g r e s s io n  o r  c o lle c tiv e  

in fan tilism . ‘ P o o r  k ids: th e y  vvere m isu n d e rs to o d  a n d  u n lo v e d , a n d  th e y ’v e



tried to c o m p e n s a te  w ith  a k in d  o f  p s y c h o d r a m a ’ -  n o th in g  to w o r r y  a b o u t 

re a lly , ju s t  a bit o f  p s y c h o lo g ic a l s e lf-h e lp , p r o b a b iy  in th e  en d  the su rest w a y  

o f  rn a k in g  th em  b e tte r  in te g r a te d  in to  s o c ie ty . (A li o fw h ic .h  is n ot u n lik e  the 

‘u n d e r s ta n d in g ’ p ro fe sse d  b y  te c h n o c r a ts  lik e  E d g a r  F a u re .)

P s y c h o a n a ly t ic  m e th o d o lo g y  m ig h t  le a d  us to  lo o k  at th in g s  d iffe re n tly . 

C o u ld  it be th a t th is re tu rn  to p r e -B o ls h e v ik  re p res sio n  is a sig n  th a t the 

m e c h a n is m s  o f  d efe n ce  p r o d u c e d  b y  s o c ie ty  as a w h o le  a re  n o  lo n g e r  a d e q u a te  

to d ea l w ith  its o w n  d e e p e s t d riv es?

F o r  a lo n g  tim e  n o w , th ere  h as  b e en  a k in d  o f  c o m p lic ity  betvveen  so c ia l 

d e m o c r a c y  a n d  c o m m u n is t  o r g a n iz a t io n s  on  th e  o n e  h a n d , a n d  the S ta te  

povver on  the o th e r . It w a s  o b v io u s  th a t  the G a u llis t  g o v e rn m e n t a n d  the 

e m p lo y e rs  c o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  r e g a in e d  c o n tro l o f  the s itu a tio n  h ad  it not b een  

fo r th e  lıe lp  o f  the tra d e -u n io n  fe d e ra tio n s; i f  the r a i lw a y  s tr ik e  h ad  g o n e  on 

lo n g  e n o u g h , o r  th ere  h ad  b e en  a re a l, a ll-o u t  e le c tr ic ity  s tr ik e , th en  the fo rces 

o f  re p res s io n  vvould  h a v e  b een  to ta lly  p a r a ly s e d , a n d  th ere  vvould h a v e  h ad  to 

be a d e c is iv e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  c o n fro n ta tio n . A li  the in s titu tio n a l m ech a n is m s 

th a t h a v e  k ep t F re n c h  s o c ie ty  g o ın g  s in ce , sa y , 1 934 (to  tak e  a d a te  rep res en t-  

in g  a m a jö r  tu rn in g  p o in t for th e  F re n c h  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty )  h a d  p ro v e d  to  be 

in a d e q u a te . M ilit a n t  r e v o lu tio n a r ie s  h a d  o n ly  th e  m o st im p e rfe c t sy ste m s o f  

d o c tr in e  vvith vvhich  to in te rp re t  th is  c ra c k  in the s tru c tu re . It is tru e  th at so m e 

left g r o u p u s c u le s  h ad  w o rk e d  o u t an  a n a ly s is , b u t it vvas o n ly  v e r y  sk e tc h y , 

a n d  re a c h e d  o n ly  a m in o r ity  o f  m ilita n ts . T h is  b e in g  the c a se , th e  sh o rtco m - 

in g s o f  th e  in s titu tio n a l s y ste m  vvere e s s e n tia lly  felt a n d  e x p re sse d  in a m o d e  o f  

p lıa n ta s y , a n d  d e a lt  vvith a c c o r d in g ly . A  v a st m ass, m a in ly  o f  y o u n g  p e o p le , 

b u t a ls o  o f  «vorkers, te a c h e rs  a n d  in te lle c tu a ls , u sed  th e ir  o w n  fo rm s o f  

e x p re s s io n  -  s y m b o lic  a c tio n s , se rio u s  s tru g g le s , a llu s io n  to  th em es fro m  the 

p a st, h o ld in g  a  k in d  o f  fe s tiv a l to d e m o n s tr a te  a g a in s t  th e  co n s u m e r  so c ie ty , 

vvith e v e n  th e  o c c a s io n a l s a c r ific ia l d e s tru c tio n  o f  ca rs  o r o th e r  th in g s. T h e  

a r c h a ic  n a tu re  o f  so m e  fo rm s o f  s tru g g le  a n d  o rg a n iz a t io n  vvas d u e  to the fa c t 

th a t  a li p e o p le  c o u ld  tu rn  to fo r m a te r ia l o fs ig n ific a tio n  fo r th e  nevv s itu a tio n s  

vvere s ta te m e n ts  an d  im a g e s  fro m  th e  p ast.

T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  fo rces  o f  p r o d u e tio n  h as  te n d e d  m o re  an d  m o re  to 

e n fo rc e  a  s p e c if îc  m o d e l fo r th e  im a g e  th a t in d iv id u a l p r o d u c e rs  a n d  c o n su m - 

ers h a v e  o f  th e m se lv e s . In  o th e r  vvords, th a t im a g e  h as  b e c o m e  an  e sse n tia l 

p a rt o f  th e  e c o n o m ic  m a c h in e  itse lf. H e n c e  the le g it im a tio n  o f  o n e ’s ‘ex ist-  

e n c e ’ d e p e n d s  less u p o n  in stitu tio n s  lik e  th e  fa m ily , th e  jo b ,  th e  so c ia l g ro u p , 

th e  c h u r c h , th e  n a tio n , a n d  m o re  u p o n  o n e ’ s p la c e  in  th e  e c o n o m ic  s tru c tu re . 

T h e  v ita i p a rt  p la y e d  b y c o n s u m p tio n  in r e g u la t in g  p ro d u e tio n  m ea n s th a t a 

s te r e o ty p e d  im a g e  o f  e v e ry  ty p e  o f  in d iv id u a l m u st be e s ta b lis h e d  as a ‘ n o r m ’ 

to  vvork fro m . B u t , co n tra rivv ise , th o se  sa m e  fo rces  o f  p r o d u e tio n  n eed  m o re 

‘h u m a n  fa c to r s ’ . T h e  vvorker in to d a y ’s s o c ie ty  is m e a s u re d  n o t so  m u c h  in 

terrns o f  m a n -h o u rs  as b y  th e  q u a lity  o f  th e  vvork h e  d o e s  a n d  h is p o s itio n  in



th e  s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  p r o d u c tio n  sy s te m . VVhat m a tte rs , in sh o rt, is the 

p r o d u c tio n  o f  th e  s ig n ifie r , vvhich is in  tu rn  in s e p a ra b le  fro m  th e p r o d u c tio n  

u n its  o f  s u b je c tiv ity ,  in  o th e r  vvords o f  institutions. T h e  c o n tr a d ic t io n  lies in the 

fa c t th a t the fo rc e s  o f  p r o d u c tio n  ten d  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  to  r e d u c e  in d iv id u a ls  to 

s te re o ty p e d  m o d e ls , vvhile on  th e  o th e r  d e m a n d in g  th e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  e v e r  

m o re  c o m p le x  u n its  o f  s u b je c tiv ity  (vvith w o rk  o r g a n iz a t io n , j o b  tra in in g , 

te c h n o lo g ic a l in n o v a t io n s , re - tr a in in g  sc h e m e s, r e se a rc h  a n d  a li th e  rest).

In  th e  d a y s  vvhen it vvas th e  in s titu tio n  th a t le g it im a te d  e x i s t e n c e -  the 

c o r p o r a tio n s , th e  h ie ra r c h y , r e lig io n  a n d  so on  -  in s titu tio n s  c a m e  b efo re  

p r o d u c tio n . N o r  vvere in s titu tio n s  th en  r e la te d  to p r o d u c tio n  in  th e  sa m e  vvay 

as th ey  a re  to d a y ; in  g e n e ra l th ey  in h e r ite d  th e ir  s tru c tu re  fro m  p r e -c a p ita lis t  

p r o d u c tio n  r e la tio n s , so m e  e v e n  stili r e ta in in g  tra ce s  o f  th e  fe u d a l era . ( I t  vvas 

th ese  la tte r , I m a y  p o in t  o u t, th a t  vvere u n d e r  s p e c ia l a tta c k  in  M a y :  th e  

p ro fe ssio n s o f  a rc h ite c tu re , lavv, m e d ic in e  and  so  o n .)  T h o s e  le g it im a tin g  

in s titu tio n s  te n d e d  to  e x is t  in  th e ir  ovvn rig h t, as th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  th e  

e s ta b lis h e d  o rd e r; to  b e  p a rt  o f  th a t  o r d e r  vvas v a lu a b le  in itse lf, fo r the o rd e r  

vvas th e  b asis  o fs p e c if ic  u n c o n s c io u s  d e s ire s  th a t c o u ld  b e  e x p re sse d  b y a vovv, 

o r b y  c e rta in  e m b le m s , su c h  as a  p u lp it  o r  a  p a r t ic u la r  fo rm  o f  d ress. T h e  

in d u s tr ia l r e v o lu tio n , on  th e  o th e r  h a n d , ten d s to  g iv e  th e  p r o d u c tio n  

m a c h in e  p r e c e d e n c e  ö v e r  th e  in stitu tio n : th e  m a c h in e  h as  b e c o m e  the 

m a in s ta y  o f  th e  in s t itu t io n ’s a c tio n . T h e  in d u s tr ia l re v o lu tio n  h as  te n d e d  to 

e x p r o p r ia te  in s titu tio n s , ta k in g  fro m  th e m  th eir  m e ta p h y s ic a l s u b s ta n c e . B u t 

the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  p r o d u c t iv e  m a c h iııe s  a n d  e c o n o m ic  s tru c tu re s  o f  refer- 

en ce  a re  n o t th in g s  d ir e c t ly  g r a s p e d  b y  o u r  co n s c io u s  m in d s. T h e  v a r io u s  

so c ia l c la sse s  c o n tin u e  to g o  a b o u t  th e ir  b u sin ess  in a k in d  o f  p h a n ta s y  s ta te  o f  

n atu re ; th e y  a re  fo r e v e r  in s e a rc h  o f  a  p h a n ta s y  s ta b il ity . T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  is 

th a t th e y  b e c o m e  m o re  a n d  m o re  o u t  o f  p h a s e  vvith th e  c h a n g e s  ta k in g  p la c e  in 

th e  fo rces  o f  p r o d u c t io n . T h e  tr a d it io n a l re p r e s e n ta tio n  o f ‘ th e  n a t io n ’ o r  ‘ the 

vvorkin g c la s s ’ d e p e n d s  to d a y  s o le ly  on  th e  p o lit ic ia n s , m ilita n ts  a n d  o r g a n ­

iz a tio n s  vvho, vvith th e ir  q u a s i- c le r ic a l a u th o r ity , c o n tin u e  to  re p res en t the 

p h a n ta s y  th a t  c o rr e s p o n d s  to  it. T h e  d e p u ty  vvho p ro fesses h is ‘s in c e r e ’ 

d e d ic a tio n  to  th e  p u b lic  in te re st m a k e s  us sm ile . B u t  so  d o es th e  m ilita n t  vvho 

tries to p r o v e  th e  le g it im a c y  o f  vvhat h e  is d o in g  novv b y  h is h a v in g  b een  in the 

R e s is ta n c e , o r b y  h is fid e lity  to h is ovvn p a r t ic u la r  im a g e  o f  th e  vvorkin g c la ss . 

A b s ü r d  th o u g h  it  m a y  be, th e  ‘m ilita n t  th e a tr e ’ p u t on  b y  th e  m a n a g e rs  o f  the 

v a rio u s  p o lit ic a l sh o p k e e p e rs  n o n e  th e  less re p res en ts  th e  in e v ita b le , co n - 

s tr ic t in g , o ff ic ia l vvorld  o f  r e p r e s e n ta tio n . L u c k ily  th ere  a re  stili a few  re s id u a l 

a re a s  -  lik e  th e  s tu d e n t  vvorld a n d  p s y c h ia tr y  -  th a t h a v e  re sis te d  the g e n e ra l 

in te g ra tio n . T h e s e  tvvo, hovvever, o c c u p y  a  ra th e r  s p e c ia l p o s itio n  in re la tio n  

to s ig n ify in g  p r o d u c tio n .

T h e  p r o d u c tio n  o f  s ig n ifie rs  in  th e  u n iv e rs itie s  is b e c o m in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  

d e ta c h e d  fro m  s o c ie ty ;  th is is p a r t ic u la r ly  n o tic e a b le  in lite r a tü r e  a n d  a rt. T h e



p r o d u c ts  o fg e n u in e  r e se a rc h  a re  n o t v e r y  s a le a b le , b e c a u s e  th e y  q u e s tio n  the 

s o c ia l o rd e r, T h e  e sse n ce  o f  m ass  c o n s u m p tio n  is to  tu rn  a w a y  fro m  th e tru th , 

to a v o id  a c tu a lly  h a v in g  to  fa c e  a n  a c tiv e  a g e n t, o r  d es ire , o r  e c c e n tr ic ity . In  

the e n d , s tu d e n ts  a n d  a c a d e m ic s  re a c h  th e  s a m e  p o s itio n  in re la tio n  to 

s ig n ify in g  p r o d u c t io n  as m e n ta l p a tie n ts . N e u ro sis  a n d  m a d n e ss , as a  b asis  o f  

tru th , a re  s u b je c t  to  p e rm a n e n t s u p p r e ss io n . B e c a u s e  F re u d  d is c o v e r e d  the 

fu n c tio n  o fs y m p to m s  in  r e v e a lin g  th e  tru th , h e  h a d  to d e fe n d  h is vvork a g a in s t  

m a s s iv e  a tte m p ts  to  tak e  it ö v e r . T h e  a im  vvas, a n d  stili is, to c o n ta in  m a d n e ss , 

to  d e fin e  it in s u c h  a  w a y  th a t  it p o ses  n o  th re a t to  th e  c le a r  c o n sc ie n c e  o f  the 

m a n  in th e  S t r e e t .  It seem s to m e th a t  th is is a p ro b le m  th a t m u st b e  fa ce d  b y 

a li r e v o lu t io n a r y  m ilita n ts  vvho a re  in  a n y  w a y  c o n c e rn e d  vvith m a d n e ss , 

n e u ro s is , d e i in q u e n c y  o r  in d e e d  vvith y o u n g  p e o p le , c h ild re n  o r c re a tiv ity :  

hovv to g r a s p  th e  p u r p o r t  o f d e v ia n t  s y m p to m s  as a m ea n s  o f  in te rp re tin g  the 

s o c ia l a re n a  as a vvhole. T h u s  it is n o t a  m a tte r  o f  p a s s iv e ly  a llovvin g the 

u n iq u e n e s s  o f  th e  in te lle c tu a l o r  th e  m a d  p erso n  to  be r e d u c e d  to the o rd e r  o f  

g e n e r a lity , b u t r a th e r  o f  s e tt in g  o u t  to in te rp re t  th e  m o d e rn  vvorld fro m  the 

u n iq u e n e s s  o f  th e ir  s u b je c tiv e  p o s itio n s . P a r a d o x ic a lly , th e  less re sp o n s e  the 

in s titu tio n s  o f  c o n te m p o r a r y  c a p ita lis t  s o c ie ty  g iv e  vvhen th e  s u ffer in g  o f  th e  

d e s ir in g  s u b je c t  is la id  b a r e , th e  m o re  a rtific ia l v ita lity  th e y  a re  re - in je c tin g  

in to  th e ir  ovvn m o st a r c h a ic  b ases . T h e  n a tio n a l p r o b le m , re g io n a lis m , ra c ism  

a n d  th e  c u lt  o f  th e  fa m ily  a re  a li g e tt in g  fresh  a n d  m a s s iv e  p r o m o tio n  fro m  

l a r g e - s c a l e  p r o p a g a n d a  m e th o d s , y e t  th is  re m a in s  p r e c a r io u s  s in ce  it d o es n o t 

r e a lly  re a c h  th e  le v e l o f  th e  u n c o n s c io u s . W e  ca n  see , fo r in s ta n c e , th a t th e  de 

facto  in te r n a t io n a lis m  o f  th e  fo rces  o f  p r o d u c tio n  m a k e s  n o n se n se  o f  th e  

p a tr io t ic  p o lit ic s  o f  so m e o n e  lik e  d e  G a u lle .  A lo n g  vvith th e  re d is c o v e ry  o f  th e  

a ttr a c t io n s  o f  th e  fa m ily , th e  re g io n  a n d  th e  n a tio n , th ere  is a lso  th e  c u lt  o f  th e  

in d iv id u a l. K n o v v in g  vvho is a c tu a lly  th e  a g e n t o f  doing vvhat is d o n e  d o es n o t 

n e c e s s a r ily  m e a n  stre s s in g  th e  ro le  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l:  th e  s e a rc h  fo r th e  a g e n t 

in th e  s o c ia l h y d r a  m a y  n o t le a d  us to  a n  in d iv id u a l s u b je c t  a t  a li. In  a  c ity , for 

e x a m p le , d e ta c h e d  s in g le - fa m ily  h o u se s  a re  n o t th e  o n ly  a lte r n a tiv e  to  v a s t , 

fa c e le ss , c o n c re te  h o u s in g  ju n g le s .  In s te a d  o f  s e e in g  p e o p le  as a  m ass  o f  

d is c o n n e c te d  e g o s , vve c a n  r e c o g n iz e  s ig n ify in g  c o n n e c tio n s  a m o n g  u n c o n ­

sc io u s  s u b je c ts  a n d  group-subjects c a p a b le  o f  e ffe c tin g  a  b re a k th ro u g h  in  the 

p r o c e s se s  o f  id e n tif ic a tio n .

In  th is  se n se  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  the 22 M a r c h  m o v e m e n t m a y  be lo o k ed  

u p o n  as th e  p r o to ty p e  o f  a  g r o u p -s u b je c t:  e v e r y th in g  r e v o lv e d  a ro u n d  it 

vvith ou t its b e c o m in g  p a r t  o f  a n y  o v e r a ll m o v e m e n t o r  b e in g  ta k e n  ö v e r  b y  a n y  

o th e r  p o lit ic a l g r o u p . T h o s e  in v o lv e d  set o u t to in te rp re t  th e  s itu a tio n , n o t in 

te rm s o fs o m e  p r o g ra m m e  la id  dovvn a t s u c c e ss iv e  c o n g re ss e s , b u t g r a d u a lly , 

as th e  s itu a tio n  its e lfu n fo ld e d  in  tim e. T h e  a tt itu d e  o f  th e  S ta te  povver a n d  the 

p o liç e  r e a lly  to ld  th em  vvhat th e y  s h o u ld  th en  s a y  a b o u t  it b y  issu in g  

s ta te m e n ts  th a t  s a id  th e  p r e c is e  o p p o site . T h e y  re fu se d  to  p res en t th eir



m o v e m e n t as th e  e m b o d im e n t o f  th e  s itu a tio n , b u t s im p ly  as a so m e th in g  

u p o n  vvhich th e  m asse s  c o u ld  effect a  tra n s fe re n c e  o f  th e ir  in h ib itio n s . W ith  

th eir  v a n g u a r d  a c tio n  to p r o v id e  a  m o d e l, th ey  o p e n e d  a  nevv p a th , lifted  

p r o h ib it io n s , a n d  o p e n e d  th e  w a y  to  a  nevv u n d e rs ta n d in g  a n d  a  nevv lo g ic a l 

fo r m u la tio n  o u ts id e  a n y  fram evvo rk  o fd o g m a t is m .

T h is  vvas c e r ta in ly  the first tim e  a n y  p o lit ic a l m o v e m e n t h a d  g o n e  so fa r  in  

in te g r a tin g  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  fa c to rs . T h e  lim ita tio n s  o f  th a t in te g ra tio n  vvere 

u n d o u b te d ly  th e  re su lt  o f  th e  lim ita tio n s  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  th e o r y  itse lf, o r  at 

least o f  th a t  th e o ry  as th e y  u n d e rs to o d  it. T h e  c u lt  o f  s p o n ta n e ity , the 

n a tu ra lis m  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t, p r o b a b ly  in d ic a te d  a  m a s s iv e  re su rg e n c e  o f  

a n x ie ty  a t  fa c in g  th e  u n kn ovvn ; it  vvas c e rta in ly  th is  th a t  e n a b le d  th e  

C o m m u n is t  P a r ty , le ft g ro u p u s c le s  a n d  th e  m o v e m e n t it s e lf  to  d efin e  the 

vvhole t h in g  m o re  r e a s s u r in g ly  in  te rm s o fa n a r c h is t  c o n fo rm ism . E v e r y th in g  

c o n sp ire d  to  c lo s e  th e  q u e s tio n  th a t  h a d  b een  o p e n e d . Y e t  th e re  ca n  b e  n o  

d o u b t th a t th e  fu tu re  o f  th e  v vo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t d e p e n d s  on  its a b il ity  to 

a b so rb  a  c e r ta in  a m o u n t  o f  r e c o g n iz a b ly  F r e u d ia n  th e o r y . T h e r e  is n o  u se  in 

d e n o u n c in g  th e  b u re a u c r a t is m  o f  tr a d it io n a l o r g a n iz a t io n s  i f  o n e  c a n  d o  n o  

m ore th a n  a ttr ib u te  th e  c a u s e s  o f  it to  p a r t ic u la r  m is ta k e s  in s tra te g y  o r 

ta c tic s , o r to p a r t ic u la r  cr is es  in th e  h is to ry  o f  the vvo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t. T h e r e  

is a vvhole lo g ic  o f  s ig n if ic a tio n  b e h in d  th e  p y r a m id a l o rg a n iz a t io n  w h e r e b y  

the m ass  o r g a n iz a t io n , th e  g r a s s -ro o ts  m ilita n ts , th e  P a r ty , th e  C e n tr a l 

C o m m itte e , th e  P o l it ic a l  B u r e a u  a n d  th e  S e c r e ta r ia t  a re  a li s tu c k  in a  series o f  

fbced g r a d a t io n s  th a t  le a v e s  n o ro o m  fo r a n y  a u th e n tic  se lf-e x p re ssio n  b y  the 

m asses o r b y  in d iv id u a ls . A  d e s ire  e c o n o m y  o f  a  h o m o s e x u a l n a tu re  p e rv a d e s  

m ilita n t o r g a n iz a t io n s  in g e n e r a l , p r e v e n tin g  th e ir  h a v in g  a n y  re a l a c c e s s  to 

the O t h e r  -  b e  th a t  O t h e r  a  y o u n g  p e rs o n , a  vvom an , a  d iffe re n t ra c e , a 

d ifferen t n a tio n . T h e  p y r a m id a l o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  o u r  p o lit ic a l g ro u p s  is s im p ly  

an e c h o  o f  th e  d o m in a n t  so c ia l o r g a n iz a t io n .

T h e  ansvver c e r ta in ly  d o es n o t lie  in  p s y c h o -s o c io lo g ic a l b lu e p rin ts : g r o u p  

a lie n a tio n  as s u c h  is p r o b a b ly  n o t c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  r e so lv e d  fro m  vvithin -  

g ro u p  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  can  n e v e r  ‘ c u r e ’ a  g ro u p . B u t  th e  s e tt in g -u p  o f  a c tio n  

co m m itte e s  d o e s  se e m  to  h a v e  o p e n e d  u p  th e  p o s s ib ility  o f  a  k in d  o f  a n a ly t ic a l 

a c tiv ity  a c tu a lly  a m o n g  th e  m a sse s , n o t a n  a n a ly s is  c o n d u c te d  b y  a  self- 

a p p o in te d  v a n g u a r d  s ta n d in g  a p a r t  fro m  th em , b u t  as s o m e th in g  c lo se  to, 

and p e rm a n e n tly  in te r a c t in g  vvith, th e ir  ovvn se lf-e x p re ss io n . T h e  s tu d e n t 

m ilitan ts vvho vvent to  F lin s  vvere a b le  to jo in  in the s tr u g g le  o f  th e  vvorkers a n d  

the lo c a l p e o p le  vvith ou t b e in g  re se n te d  a s  a fo re ig n  b o d y . T h e  g r o u p ’s 

a n a ly tic a l a c t iv ity  vvas n o t d ire c te d  to  a d ju s t in g  in d iv id u a ls  to th e  g r o u p , b u t 

to e n s u rin g  th a t  th e  g ro u p , as a n  o p a q u e  s tru c tu re , vvould  n o t b e co m e  a  

su b stitu te  fo r th e  m ass  m o v e m e n t ’s s tu d y  o f  the p ro b le m s  o f  s ig n ific a tio n : it 

broke o f f  th e  s ig n ify in g  c h a in  in  o r d e r  to o p e n  u p  o th e r  p o te n tia lit ie s . T h e  

a ctiv ity  o f  the m ilita n t  g r o u p  is n o t a im in g  to p r o v id e  r e a d y -m a d e  ra tio n a l



ansvvers to th e  q u e s tio n s  th e y  th in k  p e o p le  s h o u ld  be a sk in g , b u t o n  th e  

c o n tr a r y , to d e e p e n  the le v e l o f  th e ir  q u e s tio n in g , a n d  to  m a k e  c le a r  the 

u n iq u e n e s s  o f  e a c h  p h a s e  o f  th e  h is to r ic a l p ro cess . I t  is p r e c is e ly  b e c a u s e  th e  

m o v e m e n t o f  22 M a r c h  m a n a g e d  to  p r e s e rv e  its p a r t ic u la r  m es sa g e  in ta c t  fo r 

so  lo n g  th a t  it c o u ld  m a k e  i t s e l f  h e a rd  in  so  m a n y  d iffe re n t s itu a tio n s  a n d  

c o u n tr ie s . (E v e n ts  in  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia ,  fo r in s ta n c e , vvere a lm o st c e r ta in ly  

p r e c ip ita te d  b y  fe a rs  o f  a  s im ila r  d e v e lo p m e n t th ere .)

In  p s y c h ia tr y , th e  d ile m m a  is o ften  p res en te d  in  te rm s either o f  m a k in g  

c h a n g e s  in s id e  th e  h o s p ita l or o f  g iv in g  p r io r ity  to  c o m m u n ity  p r o g ra m m e s . 

P e r h a p s  w e  s h o u ld  be r e c o g n iz in g  a  s y m m e try  betvveen  th e  o n e  p h a n ta s y  o f  a 

re v o lu tio n  vvith in  the b in , a n d  a n o th e r  th a t vvould  ju s t ify  ‘re v o lu tio n  in o n e  

c o u n tr y ’ . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th ere  is a  c o n s id e r a b le  A n g lo -S a x o n  sc h o o l o f  

so c ia l p s y c h ia tr y , o r  ‘a n t i- p s y c h ia tr y ’ , novv p r o p o s in g  th a t vve sh o u ld  be 

tr y in g  in so m e  se n se  to re -a b s o r b  p s y c h ia tr ic  iiln e ss  in to  s o c ie ty  at la rg e , th u s 

e q u a t in g  m e n ta l a lie n a tio n  vvith s o c ia l. VVe k ee p  c o m in g  b a c k  to  th e  sa m e  

p la c e :  m a d n e s s  is fe lt to  b e  s o m e th in g  sh o c k in g , s o m e th in g  vvhose e v e ry  

m a n ife s ta tio n  vve s h o u ld  disovvn a n d  su p p re ss . P s y c h ia tr is ts , a n d  a li th o se  

in v o lv e d  in  p s y c h ia tr ic  vvork, c o u ld  c e r ta in ly  stili d o  a  lo t to  c h a n g e , h u m a n - 

iz e  a n d  o p e n  th e ir  in s titu tio n s . B u t it m a y  be th a t th e ir  re a l re s p o n s ib ility  lies 

elsevvh ere. T h e  fa c t  o f  b e in g  in v o lv e d  in th is p a r t ic u la r  ‘ r e s id u a l’ s itu a tio n  

p u ts  th em  in a  p o s itio n  to  o ffer  a  r a d ic a l c r it iq u e  o f  th e  s ta tu s  a n d  m eth o d o l-  

o g y  o f  th e  h u m a n  sc ie n c e s , o f  p o lit ic a l e c o n o m y  a n d  o f  a li th e  in s titu tio n a l 

re fe re n c e  p o in ts  th a t  a d d  u p  to  a  s y s te m a tic  d is r e g a rd  o f  th e  s u b je c tiv e  

a tt itu d e s  o f  a li  ty p e s  o f  a li th o se  vvho e s c a p e  so c ia l c o n tro l -  o f ‘ K a t a n g a is ’ the 

vvorld  ö v e r  -  vvho a re , in  th is  se n se , p r o to ty p e s  o f  th e  tru e  re v o lu tio n a ry  

m ilita n t  a s  vvell a s  o f  th e  ‘ nevv m a n ’ o f  th e  fu tu re  s o c ia lis t  so c ie ty . P s y c h ia tr y  

a n d  th e  h u m a n  s c ie n c e s  se e m  a s  th o u g h  th ey  m u s t, b y  d e fin itio n , be o u ts id e  

th e  p o lit ic a l  d o m a in ; p e r h a p s , o n e  d a y , a  d iffe re n t p s y c h ia tr y  re la te d  to  a 

d iffe re n t p o lit ic s  -  p o lit ic s  o f  th e  ty p e  th a t se e m e d  to  be e m e r g in g  in M a y  -  

m a y  p r o v id e  a  lin k  b etvveen  th e  tw o .



The Micro-Politics of Fascism1

F a s c is m  is a  k e y  m o ti f  in  c o n s id e r in g  th e  p r o b le m  o f  d e s ire  in th e  so c ia l 

sp h e re . S u r e ly , th e n ,‘w e  s h o u ld  ta k e o c c a s io n  to  ta lk  a b o u t  it w h ile  w e  a re  stili 

free to  d o  so.

T h e  n o tio n  o f  a m ic ro -p o lit ic s  o f  d e s ire  d o es n o t m e a n  b u ild in g  a  b r id g e  

betvveen p s y c h o a n a ly s is  a n d  M a r x is m  as s ta tic  a n d  in d e p e n d e n t th eo ries. 

T h a t  se e m s to  m e n e ith e r  d e s ir a b le  n o r  p o s sib le . I  d o  n o t b e lie v e  a n y  sy ste m  

o f id e a s  ca n  fu n c tio n  in  a n y  m e a n in g fu l w a y  o u ts id e its  o r ig in a l c o n te x t, a p a r t  

from  th e  c o lle c t iv e  fo rces  vvhose m o d e s  o fe x p r e s s io n  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  it. W h e n  

I ta lk  a b o u t  ‘d e s ir e ’ , I a m  n o t b o rro v v in g  th e  id e a  fro m  o r th o d o x  p s y c h o a n a ly ­

sis o r th e  th e o r ie s  o f  L a c a n . I m a k e  n o  d a im  to in it ia te  a  sc ie n tific  c o n c e p t, I 

am  o n ly  t r y in g  to c o n s tr u c t  a  p o s s ib le  th e o r e tic a l fr a m e w o r k  iri vvhich to 

u n d e rs ta n d  th e  vvay d e s ire  o p e ra te s  in  th e  so c ia l sp h e re . T h o u g h  it is h a r d ly  

p o s s ib le  to s p e a k  o fp le a s u r e  o r  e n jo y m e n t  in th e  s a m e  b re a th  as re v o lu tio n  -  

th ere  is n o  s u c h  th in g  a s  ‘ r e v o lu t io n a r y  p le a s u r e ’ o r  ‘ r e v o lu t io n a r y  e n jo y ­

m e n t’ -  n o  o n e  to d a y  w o u ld  b e  s u rp r is e d  b y  su c h  te rm s as ‘d e s ire  fo r 

re v o lu t io n ’ o r  ‘r e v o lu t io n a r y  d e s ir e ’ . T h is  seem s to  m e  to  be d u e  to th e  fa ct 

th at w h a t  w e  n o r m a lly  m e a n  b y  p le a s u r e  a n d  e n jo y m e n t is in s e p a ra b le  fro m  a 

p a r t ic u la r  fo rm  o f  in d iv id u a t io n  o f  s u p e r-s o lita ry  s u b je c tiv ity  vvh ich  fin d s 

fu lfilm e n t o f  a  k in d  o n  th e  a n a ly s t ’s c o u c h . L ib id o  a n d  d e s ire  a re  v e r y  d iffe re n t 

from  th a t.

D e s ir e  is n o t in tr in s ic a lly  b o u n d  u p  vvith th e  in d iv id u a t io n  o f  lib id o . A  

d esire  m a c h in e  e n c o u n te rs  fo rm s o f  in d iv id u a t io n  -  in  o th e r  vvords o f  

a lie n a tio n . D e s ir e  is n o t a  P la to n ic  id e a l, n o r  is  its  re p res s io n : th ere  is  n o  su c h  

th in g  as d e s ire  o r  re p r e s s io n  in  itse lf. T h e  id e a  o f  a  ‘ p e rfe c t c a s tr a t io n ’ b e lo n g s  

a m o n g  th e  vvorst r e a c t io n a r y  m y s tific a tio n s . D e s ir e  a n d  re p r e s s io n  o p e ra  te in 

so c ie ty  a s  it is , a n d  a re  a ffe c te d  b y  its  e v e r y  c h a n g in g  p h a s e; so  w e  a re  n o t 

d e a lin g  vvith g e n e r a l c a te g o r ie s  th a t  c a n  be a p p lie d  in d is c r im in a te ly  to e v e ry  

s itu atio n .

T h e  d is t in c tio n  I  p r o p o s e  betvveen  th e  m ic ro -p o lit ic s  a n d  m a c ro -p o lit ic s  o f  

d esire  s h o u ld  w o rk  to  so m e  e x te n t  to  a b o lis h  the su p p o s e d  u n iv e rs a lity  o f  th e  

m o d els p r e s e n te d  b y  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts  a n d  u sed  b y  th em  as a d e fe n c e  a g a in s t  a li

i .  In te r v e n tio n  a t  th e  P s y c h o a n a ly s is  a n d  P o lit ic s  C o n fe r e n c e  h e ld  in  M ila n ,  7 - 9  M a y  19 7 3 , a n d  

p u b iish e d  b y  F e l t r i n d l i  a n d  b y  f id it io n s  10/18 .



s o c ia l a n d  p o lit ic a l  c o n tin g e n c ie s . I t  is a s su m e d  th a t p s y c h o a n a ly s is  relat.es to 

vvhat is g o in g  o n  in the s m a ll vvorld o f  the fa m ily  a n d  th e  p e rs o n , vvhile p o litic s  

c o n c e rn  o n ly  th e  b r o a d  s o c ia l s w e e p . I w a n t  to  sh o w  th a t, on the c o n tra r y , 

th ere  a re  so m e  p o litic s  vvhich d e a l q u ite  as m u c h  vvith th e  d e s ire  o f  th e  

in d iv id u a l a s  vvith th e  d e s ire  a p p a r e n t  in  th e  vvider vvorld o f  s o c ie ty . T h e s e  ca n  

ta k e  tw o  fo rm s: e ith e r  a  m ic r o -p o lit ic s  c o n c e rn e d  vvith b o th  in d iv id u a l a n d  

s o c ia l p r o b le m s , o r a  m a c r o -p o lit ic s  vvith th e  s a m e  ra n g e  o f  c o n c e rn s  ( in d i­

v id u a l, fa m ily , P a r ty , S ta te  a n d  so o n ) . T h e  d e s p o tis m  so  o ften  p r e v a i lin g  in  

m a r ita l o r  fa m ily  r e la tio n s h ip s  grovvs o u t  o f  th e  sa m e  ty p e  o f  lib id in a l 

e n g a g e m e n t  a s  d e s p o tis m  in  s o c ie ty . S im ila r ly , it  is fa r  from  a b s ü r d  to 

c o n s id e r  q u ite  a  n u m b e r  o f  la r g e -s c a le  so c ia l p r o b le m s  -  su c h  as th o se  o f  

b u r e a u c r a t is m  o r  fa s c is m  -  in  th e  lig h t  o f  th e  m ic ro -p o lit ic s  o f  d e s ire . 

C o n s e q u e n tly ,  th e  p ro b le m  is n o t o n e  o f  l in k in g  u p  d is p a r a te  d o m a in s  th a t 

fu lly  e x ıs t  in  th e ir  o w n  r ig h t  a n d  are  s e p a ra te  fro m  o n e  a n o th e r , b u t o f  s e tt in g  

u p  nevv th e o r e tic a l a n d  p r a c d c a l m a c h in e s  c a p a b le  o f  svveep in g  a w a y  e a r lie r  

s tr a tif ic a tio n s  a n d  c r e a t in g  th e  c o n d itio n s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r d e s ire  to  fu n c tio n  in  a  

nevv w a y . W e  h a v e  n o t m e r e ly  to  d e s c r ib e  p r e -e x is t in g  s o c ia l e n tities , b u t  a lso  

to in te rv e n e  a c t iv e ly  a g a in s t  a li th e  m a c h in e s  o f  th e  d o m in a n t povver -  the 

povver o f  th e  b o u rg e o is  S ta te , o f  a li fo rm s o f  b u r e a u c r a c y , o f  th e  sc h o o l, o f  th e  

fa m ily , th e  d o m in a n c e  o f  th e  m a le  in th e  c o u p le , a n d  e v e n  th e  re p r e s s iv e  

povver o f  th e  s u p e r-e g o  in  th e  in d iv id u a l.

S c h e m a t ic a l ly ,  vve c a n  s a y  th a t  th ere  a re  th re e  vvays o f  a p p r o a c h in g  the 

p r o b le m s  o f  fa sc ism : th e  first is s o c io lo g ic a l, a n d  I vvill c a li it th e  a n a ly t ic -  

fo r m a lis t  a p p r o a c h ;  th e  se c o n d  is  th e  n e o -M a r x is t , o r  s y n th e t ic - d u a lis t  

a p p r o a c h ;  th e  th ird  is th e  a n a ly t ic - p o lit ic a l  a p p r o a c h . T h e  first tvvo b o th  

p r e s e r v e  th e  d is t in c t io n  betvveen  la r g e  a n d  sm a ll so c ia l e n titie s , vvh ereas th e  

th ird  tr ie s  to  g e t  b e y o n d  th is . A n a ly t ic - f o r m a lis t  s o c io lo g ic a l th in k in g  sets o u t 

to  id e n tify  c o m m o n  fe a tu re s  a n d  to d is t in g u is h  sp e c ie s ; th is  it  d o es e ith e r  b y  a 

m e th o d  o f  e v id e n t a n a lo g ie s  -  tr y in g  to  e s ta b lis h  sm a ll re la t iv e  d iffe re n ce s , 

s u c h  a s , fo r  in s ta n c e , th e  s im ila r it ie s  a n d  s p e c if ic  d iffe re n c e s  v is ib le  in the 

th re e  ty p e s  o f  fa s c is m , I t a l ia n , G e r m a n , S p a n is h  -  o r  b y  a  m e th o d  o f  

s t r u c tu r a l h o m o l o g ie s -  tr y in g  to  e s ta b lis h  a b s o lu te  d iffe re n c e s  as fo r in sta n c e  

betvveen  fa s c is m , S ta lin is m  a n d  th e  V Vestern d e m o c r a c ie s . In  o n e  ca se , 

d iffe re n c e s  a r e  m in im iz e d  to  d is c o v e r  a  fa m ily  lik en ess; on  th e  o th e r , d iffer- 

e n c e s  a re  m a g n ifie d  to  d is t in g u is h  d iffe re n t le v e ls  a n d  id e n tify  sp e c ie s .

S y n t h e t ic - d u a lis t  n e o -M a r x is t  th in k in g  tries to g e t  b e y o n d  a n y  su ch  

s y ste m  b y  n e v e r  s e p a r a t in g  th e o r e tic a l d e s c r ip tio n  fro m  re v o lu t io n a r y  p ra x is . 

H o v ve v er, th a t  p r a x is  n o r m a lly  c o m e s  u p  a g a in s t- its  o w n  lim ita tio n  vvith a 

to ta l ly  o th e r  k in d  o f  d iffe re n c e  -  th e  d iffe re n c e  betvveen  th e  re a l d es ire  o f  the 

m a ss  o f  th e  p e o p le  a n d  th e  s p o k e sm e n  w h o  a re  su p p o s e d  to  re p r e s e n t th em . 

T h e  s o c io lo g ic a l w a y  o f  th in k in g  a d v a n c e s  b y  r e ify in g  so c ia l e n titie s  and 

fa ilin g  to re c o g n iz e  p e o p le ’ s d e s ire  a n d  c r e a t iv ity ;  re v o lu t io n a ry  M a rx is t



th in k in g  tries to  o v e r c o m e  th a t  fa ilu re , b u t sets i t s e lf  u p  as a c o lle c tiv e  system  

to re p r e s e n t  th e  d e s ire  o f  th e  p e o p le . I t  o n ly  r e c o g n iz e s  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  

r e v o lu t io n a r y  d e s ire  to  th e  e x te n t  th a t  it ca n  c h a n n e l it in to  b e in g  re p resen te d  

th e o r e tic a liy  b y  M a r x is m  a n d  in  p r a c tic e  b y  the p a r ty  th a t su p p o s e d ly  

e x p re sse s  it. T h u s  a vvhole s y ste m  o f d r iv e  b elts  is set u p  to lin k  th e  th eo ry , the 

p a r ty  ie a d e r s h ip  a n d  m iü ta n ts , w ith  the re su lt th a t th e  e n d le s s  v a r ie g a t io n  

th at d iv e rs ifie s  th e  d e s ire  o f  th e  p e o p le  b e c o m e s  ‘ m a s s if ie d ’ , re d u c e d  to 

c e rta in  s ta n d a r d iz e d  p h ra s e o lo g y , th e  n e c e ss ity  fo r vvhich  is su p p o s e d ly  

ju s t if ie d  on  th e  g r o u n d  o f  w o rk in g -c la s s  s o lid a r ity  a n d  th e  u n ity  o f  the p a rty . 

F ro m  th e  im p o te n c e  o f  a  s y ste m  o f  m e n ta l r e p r e s e n ta tio n  w e  co m e  to  th e  

im p o te n c e  o f  a s y ste m  o f  so c ia l re p re s e n ta tio n . N o r  is it c o in c id e n c e  th at this 

n e o -M a r x is t  m e th o d  o f  th in k in g  a n d  a c tio n  b e c o m e s  b o g g e d  dovvn in 

b u r e a u c r a t ic  p r o c e d u re ; it is d u e  to  th e  fa c t th a t  it h as  n e v e r  re a lly  freed  its 

p s e u d o -d ia le c t ic  fro m  a n  in v e te r a te  d u a lis m  betvveen  r e p r e s e n ta tio n  a n d  

r e a lity , b etvveen  th e  lo fty  c a s te  o f  th o se  vvho p r e a c h  th e  vvord a n d  g iv e  th e  

o rd ers a n d  th e  m a ss  o f  th e  p e o p le  vvhom  th ey  a re  s u p p o s e d ly  te a c h in g . VVe 

find th is  o v e r -s im p lify in g  d u a lis m  a m o n g  n e o -M a r x is ts  in  a li th e ir  id eas: it 

a ffects th e ir  c o n c e p t o f  th e  s c h e m a tic  o p p o s itio n  betvveen c ity  a n d  c o u n try -  

side, th e ir  in te r n a tio n a l a llia n c e s , th e ir  p o lit ic a l th e o r y  o f  the p e a ce  c a m p  

v ersu s th e  vvar c a m p , a n d  so  o n . T h is  s y s te m a tic  b i-p o la r iz a tio n  o f  e v e ry  

p ro b lem  alvvays ce n tre s  u p o n  a  th ird  te rm , b u t o n e  n o t th e r e b y  c o n s t itu t in g  

a d ia le c t ic a l sy n th e s is . T h a t  th ird  te rm  e s s e n tia lly  in v o lv e s  povver, first a n d  

fo rem o st, S ta te  povver, a n d  th e  povver o f  the p a r ty  vvhich  h o p e s  to  g a in  c o n tro l 

o f  it. E v e r y  p a r t ia l s tr u g g le  a lvvays b e a rs  a  re la tio n s h ip  to th is ty p e  o f  

tra n s c e n d e n t th ird  term ; e v e r y th in g  g a in s  its m e a n in g  fro m  it, e v e n  vvhen th e  

co ld  ü g h t o f  h is to ry  re v e a ls  it fo r  vvhat it i s - a  d e lu s io n , o f ju s t  th e  sa m e  k in d  as 

the p h a llic  o b je c t  in  th e  O e d ip a l  tr ia n g le . I t  m ig h t  b e  sa id  o f  th is  d u a lis m , a n d  

the tra n s c e n d e n t o b je c t  it sets u p , th a t th ey  re p r e s e n t th e  co re  o f  the 

r e v o lu tio n a ry  O e d ip u s  th a t  c o n fro n ts  th e  p o lit ic a l a n a ly s t .

A  p o lit ic a l a n a ly s is , vvhich s h o u ld  b e  in s e p a r a b le  fro m  a  p o litic s  o f  a n a ly s is , 

m u st re fu se  to  to le r a te  th e  p e rs is te n c e  o f  th e  tra d it io n a l d ic h o to m y  betvveen 

large  s o c ia l b o d ie s  a n d  th e  p r o b le m s  p e o p le  fa c e  as in d iv id u a ls , in th e ir  

fam ilies, s c h o o ls , jo b s  a n d  so  o n . T h e r e  m u st b e  n o  q u e s tio n  o f  its a u to m a tic -  

a lly  a d a p t in g  its a p p r o a c h  to  p r o b le m s  o f  c o n c re te  s itu a tio n s  to fit a n y  

g o o d ie s -a n d -b a d d ie s  a s s u m p tio n s  a b o u t  c la sse s  o r  c a m p s , o r  o f  try in g  to  find  

ali the ansvvers v ia  th e  a c tio n  o f  a  s in g le  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p a r ty  seen  as the 

cen tral d e p o s ito r y  o f  a li tru th , th e o r e tic a l a n d  p r a c t ic a l. T h e  m ic ro -p o litic s  o f  

desire, th erefo re , vvould  n o  lo n g e r  a im  to represent th e  p e o p le  a n d  interpret th eir  

desire. T h is  is  n o t to  s a y  th a t  a li p a r ty  a c tio n , a li th o u g h t o f  a p a r ty  lin e  o r 

p ro g ra m m e, o r  e v e n  a li c e n tra lis m  sh o u ld  b e  re je c te d  o u t o f  h a n d ; b u t  th e  a im  

vvould b e  to se e  vvhat p e o p le  a c tu a lly  d o , in th e  c o n te x t  of, an d  in re la tio n  to, 

an a n a ly t ic  p r a c t ic e  e v e r  m o re  fir m ly  o p p o s e d  to  th e  re p r e s s iv e  a c tio n s , the



b u r e a u c ra t is m , th e  m o r a liz in g  M a n ic h e is m  in fe c tin g  c u r re n t  re v o lu t io n a ry  

m o v e m e n ts . N o  tra n s c e n d e n t o b je c t  w o u ld  th en  b e  n e ed e d  as a  b asis  o r a 

s e c u r ity , n o r  vvould  th e  m ic r o -p o lit ic s  o f  d e s ire  re m a in  c e n tre d  u p o n  a  s in g le  

p o in t, s u c h  a s, fo r in s ta n c e , S ta te  povver a n d  th e  c o n s tr u c tio n  o f  a  re p resen - 

ta t iv e  p a r ty  c a p a b le  o f  vvin n in g  it fo r  a n d  on  b e h a l f o f  th e  m a ss  o f  the p e o p le . 

O n  th e  c o n tra r y :  a  m u lt ip lic ity  o fo b je c t iv e s  vvould b e  e s ta b lis h e d  vvithin the 

im m e d ia te  re a c h  o f  th e  m o st v a r ie d  s o c ia l g r o u p in g s . It is o n ly  on  th e  b a s is  o f  

a n  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  p a r t ia l s tr u g g le s  (th o u g h  th e  vvord ‘p a r t ia l ’ is m is le a d in g , 

s in c e  th ey  a re  n o t p a rts  o f  a n y  a lr e a d y  e x is t in g  vvhole) th a t c o lle c tiv e , 

la r g e -s c a le  s tr u g g le s  c a n  b e  u n d e rta k e n .

H e n c e , th e  n o tio n  o f  a  m ic ro -p o lit ic s  o f  d e s ire  in v o lv e s  a radica.1 nevv 

c r it iq u e  o f  m a s s  m o v e m e n ts  th a t  a re  ru n  from  th e  ce n tre  a n d  set in m o tio n  

a rm ie s  o f  m a s s -p r o d u c e d  in d iv id u a ls . W h a t  novv b e c o m e s  e sse n tia l is th e  

lin k in g -u p  o f  m a n y  a n d  v a r io u s  m o le c u la r  d e s ire s , vvhich  vvould  h a v e  a  

sn o vvb all e ffect a n d  le a d  to  la r g e -s c a le  c o n fro n ta tio n s . T h is  vvas vvhat h ap - 

p e n e d  a t th e  s ta r t  o f  th e  e v e n ts  o f  M a y  1968: th e  lo c a l a n d  s p e c if ic  d e m o n stra -  

tio n  o f  th e  d e s ire  o f  sm a ll g ro u p s  fo u n d  its e ch o  in  a  m u lt ip lic ity  o fd e s ire s  th a t 

h a d  b een  re p r e s s e d , iso la te d  fro m  o n e  a n o th e r , a n d  c ru sh e d  b y  th e  th en  

d o m in a n t  m o d e s  o f  e x p re s s io n  a n d  re p r e s e n ta tio n . T h e  s itu a tio n  vvas n o t o n e  

in vvhich  a n  id e a l unity re p r e s e n te d  a n d  in te rp re te d  multiple in te re sts , b u t  o n e  

in  vvhich th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  m a n y -v o ic e d  multiplicity o fd e s ir e s  p r o d u c e d  its 

o w n  g u id e lin e s  a n d  o r g a n iz a t io n . T h is  m u lt ip lic ity  o f  d e s ire  m a c h in e s  İ9 n o t 

c o m p o s e d  o f  s ta n d a r d iz e d  a n d  o r d e r ly  sy ste m s th a t  c a n  b e  d is c ip lin e d  a n d  

h ie r a r c h iz e d  in  vievv o f  a  s in g le  o b je c tiv e . i t s  d iffe re n t  s tra ta  c o n sis t  o f  

d iffe re n t so c ia l g r o u p s  as d e m a r c a te d  b y  c la ss , a g e , sex , p la c e  o f  b ir th , ty p e  o f  

j o b ,  se x u a l o r ie n ta tio n , ete.. I t  n e v e r  a c h ie v e s  a  m o n o lith ic  u n ity . I t  is the 

u n e q u iv o c a l q u a lity  o f  th e  p e o p le ’s d e s ire  th a t is th e  b asis  fo r th e  u n ity  o f  th e ir  

s tr u g g le , n o t  th e  c h a n n e llin g  o f  th a t  d e s ire  tovvards s ta n d a r d iz e d  o b je e tiv e s . 

U n if ic a t io n  in  th is  se n se  d o e s  n o t m ilita te  a g a in s t  m u lt ip lic ity  o fd e s ir e s  as it 

d id  vvhen th o se  d e s ire s  vvere ‘ p r o c e s s e d ’ b y  th e  to ta lita r ia n -to ta liz in g  

m a c h in e  o f  a  re p r e s e n ta t iv e  p a r ty .

In  th is  s itu a t io n , th e o r e tic a l d is c o u r s e  n o  lo n g e r  s ta n d s  betvveen  th e  so c ia l 

e n tity  a n d  p r a x is . T h e  s o c ia l e n t ity  is e n a b le d  to  s p e a k  fo r it s e lf  vvith ou t b e in g  

o b lig e d  to  lo o k  to r e p r e s e n ta tiv e s  o r  sp o k e sm e n  to sp e a k  fo r  it. T h e  co in c i-  

d e n c e  betvveen  the p o lit ic a l s tru g g le  a n d  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  d e s ire  h e n ce fo rth  

im p lie s  th a t  th e  ‘ m o v e m e n t ’ vvill a lvvays b e  a tte n t iv e  to  v v h o e v e rs p e a k s  fro m  a 

p o s itio n  o f  d e s ire , e v e n , in d e e d  e s p e c ia lly , vvhen it m ea n s  g e tt in g  ‘o f f  the 

s u b je c t ’ . A t  h o rn e  c h ild re n  a re  re p r o v e d  fo r g e tt in g  ‘ o f f  th e  s u b je c t ’ , a n d  the 

s a m e  th in g  h a p p e n s  a t sc h o o l, in  th e  a r m y , in th e  fa c to r y , in th e  tra d e  u n io n , 

in th e  P a r ty  b ra n e h . O n e  m u st a lvvays k e e p  ‘on  th e  s u b je c t ’ a n d  ‘ in ü n e ’ . B u t 

d e s ire  b y  its  v e r y  n a tu r e k e e p s  te n d in g  t o g e t  ‘o f f  th e  s u b je c t ’ , to v van d eravvay . 

C o lle c t iv it ie s  o f  u tte r a n c e s  vvill e x p re ss  so m e th in g  a b o u t  d es ire  vvithout



r e la t in g  it  to  a n y  s u b je c tiv e  in d iv id u a tio n , vvith out d ir e c t in g  it tovvards a n y  

p r e -e s ta b lis h e d  s u b je c t, o r p r e -e n c o d e d  s ig n ific a tio n . In  th ese  c irc u m s ta n c e s , 

n o  a n a ly s is  ca n  b e  b e g u n  u ııtil ‘ a fte r ’ th e  te rm s a n d  p o w e r-re la tio n s h ip s  h a v e  

b een  la id  d ovvn , ‘a fte r ’ th e  s o c ia l p a tte r n  h a s  c r y s ta lliz e d  in to  v a r io u s  

m u tu a lly  e x c lu s iv e  b o d ies: it tak e s  p a r t  in  th a t c r y s ta lliz a tio n . I t  b eco m es 

d ir e c t ly  p o lit ic a l. ‘W h e n  s a y in g  is d o in g ’ , the d iv is io n  o f l a b o u r  as b e tw e e n  

s a y in g  s p e c ia lis ts  a n d  d o in g  s p e c ia lis ts  b e co m e s  b lu rre d .

C o lle c t iv it ie s  o f  u tte r a n c e  fo r m a tio n s  p r o d u c e  th e ir  o w n  m ea n s o f  e xp re ss- 

i o n -  b e  it a  nevv la n g u a g e , o r s la n g , o r  a  re tu rn  to  a n  o ld e r  la n g u a g e . I t  m ak es 

n o d ifîe re n c e  to  th em  w h e th e r  th ey  a re  vvorkin g vvith flu x e s  o f  s y m b o ls  o r  vvith 

flu xes o f  m a tte r  a n d  so c ie ty . I t  is n o  lo n g e r  a q u e s tio n  o f  a  s u b je c t  fa c in g  a n  

o b je c t , vvith a m ea n s  o f  e x p re s s io n  as th e  c o n n e c tin g  th ird  term ; th ere  is n o  

lo n g e r  a th re e fo ld  d iv is io n  -  th e  s p h e re  o f  re a lity , th at o f  re p r e s e n ta tio n  or 

re p r e s e n ta tiv e n e s s  a n d  th a t  o f  s u b je c tiv ity . T h e  c o lle c t iv e  e n g a g e m e n t is  a t 

o n ce  th e  s u b je c t, th e  o b je c t  a n d  th e  e x p re ss io n . N o  lo n g e r  is the in d iv id u a l 

alvvays th e  re fe re n c e -p o in t  for th e  d o m in a n t s ig n ific a tio n s . E v e r y th in g  can  

h a v e  a s h a re  in  th is  k in d  o f  u tte r a n c e  -  in d iv id u a ls , p a rts  o f  the b o d y , se m io tic  

tra je c to r ie s  o r  m a c h in e s  c o n n e c te d  u p  to th e  fo u r  co rn e rs  o f  th e  vvorld. 

C o lle c t iv e  u tte r a n c e s  th u s  lin k  to g e th e r  th e  se m io tic , th e  m a te r ia l a n d  th e  

so c ia l flu x e s  fa r  m o re  c lo se ly  th a n  th e y  ca n  b e  b ro u g h t in to  a n y  fo rm a l co rp u s  

o f  d o c tr in e . H ovv is th is p o s s ib le ?  A r e  vve ta lk in g  o f  so m e  re tu rn  to an  

a n a r c h is t ic  u to p ia ?  Is it n o t i llu s o r y  to th in k  o n e  ca n  le t  th e  m asse s  s p e a k  for 

th em se lv e s  in  a  h ig h ly  c o m p le x  in d u s tr ia liz e d  so c ie ty ?  H ovv ca n  a  s o c ia l e n tity

-  a  g r o u p  a s  s u b je c t  -  ta k e  th e  p la c e  o f  o u r  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  sy ste m  a n d  o u r 

id e o lo g ie s?  T h e  fu r th e r  I g o  in  m y  a n a ly s is , th e  m o re  p a r a d o x ic a l I fin d  it: 

hovv ca n  o n e  c o n c e iv a b ly  ta lk  o f  th e  a u th o r s h ip  o f  c o lle c tiv e  u tte r a n c e s  vvhile 

on e is o n e s e lf  s it t in g  on  a  c h a ir  fa c in g  a n  a u d ie n c e  s itt in g  p o lite ly  in ro w s?  F o r  

in fa c t , e v e r y th in g  I a m  s a y in g  te n d s to s h o w  th a t  n o  g e n u in e  p o lit ic a l 

a n a ly s is  c a n  e m e r g e  o u t o f  th e  u tte r a n c e s  o f  a n  in d iv id u a l, e s p e c ia lly  th o se  o f  

a fo re ig n  le c tu re r  u n fa m ilia r  vvith b o th  th e  la n g u a g e  a n d  th e  p r o b le m s o f  h is 

a u d ie n c e . A n  in d iv id u a l d is c o u rs e  is r e le v a n t o n ly  to  th e  e x te n t  th a t  it ca n  lin k  

up vvith a lr e a d y  fu n c t io n in g  c o lle c t iv e  u tte r a n c e s , v o ic e s  a lr e a d y  in v o lv e d  in  

the so c ia l s tr u g g le . O th e rv v ise , to w h o m  is th e  in d iv id u a l s p e a k in g ?  S o m e  

u n iv e rsa l lis te n e r?  S o m e o n e  w h o  a lr e a d y  k n o w s th e  c o d in g , the s ig n ific a tio n s  

and  a li th e ir  p o s s ib le  c o m b in a tio n s ?  T h e  d is c o u rs e  o f  in d iv id u a ls  is th e  

p riso n e r o f  th e  d o m in a n t  s ig n ific a tio n s . O n ly  a g r o u p  as s u b je c t  c a n  vvork 

vvithin th e  s e m io tic  flu x e s , d e s tr o y in g  th e  s ig n ific a tio n s , o p e n in g  th e  la n g u a g e  

to d iffe re n t d es ire s  a n d  c r e a t in g  d iffe re n t rea lities .

L e t  us lo o k  a g a in  at th e  p r o b le m  o f  fa scism  a n d  its r e la tio n s h ip  vvith 

S ta lin ism  a n d  V V estern -sty le  ‘d e m o c r a c ie s ’ . O u r  e n d e a v o u r  m u st n o t b e  to 

m ake c o m p a r is o n s  th a t  b lu r  a n d  o v e r -s im p lify , b u t th e  re v e r se  -  to m a k e  o u r  

m odels as c o m p le x  as p o s s ib le , to  th e  p o in t  vvhere vve fin d  o u rse lv e s  fittin g



in to  th em  so m evvh ere. T h e r e  is, th e n , n o th in g  a c a d e m ic  a b o u t  th is a n a ly s is , 

fo r it re la te s  as m u ch  to  th e  p r e s e n t as to  the p ast.

T h e r e  h a v e  b een  m a n y  k in d s o f  fa sc ism , m a n y  k in d s o f  S ta ü n is m , a n d  

m a n y  k in d s  o f  b o u rg e o is  d e m o c r a c y . E a c h  o f  th e  th re e  c a te g o r ie s  b e co m e s 

b ro k e n  a p a r t  in to  a  m u lt itu d e  o f  s u b -c a te g o r ie s  th e  m o m e n t o n e  s ta rts  to 

c o n s id e r  th e  ro le  o f  su c h  c o m p o n e n ts  a s  th e  in d u s tr ia l m a c h in e , th e  b a n k in g  

m a c h iııe , the m ilita r y  m a c h in e , th e  p o lit ic o -p o lic e  m a c h in e , S t a t e  te ch n o - 

s tr u c tu r e s , th e  c h u r c h e s  a n d  so  o n . W h a t  m a tte rs  is to  d is c o v e r  vvhat fa c to rs  

h a v e  m a d e  th is  o r  th a t  povver fo r m u la  tick . T h e  to ta lita r ia n  sy ste m s o f  th e  

p r e s e n t d a y  h a v e  in v e n te d  c e rta in  p r o to ty p e s  o f  th e  p a r ty  as th e  p o liç e  force: 

the N a z i  p o liç e  p a r ty , for in s ta n c e , is w o rth  s tu d y in g  in c o m p a r is o n  vvith the 

S ta lin is t  p o liç e  p a rty ; it m a y  e m e rg e  th a t  th e  tvvo a re  c lo s e r  to  o n e  a n o th e r  

th a n  to the o th e r  c o m p o n e n t p a rts  o f  the S ta te  in vvhich e ith e r  flo u r ish e d . It 

vvould b e  u se fa l to  id e n  ti fy  th e  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f  d e s ire  m a c h in e s  e n te r in g  in to  

th e  c o m p o s it io n  o f  b o th . A n d  fro m  th is, o n e  m a y  c o n c lu d e  th a t o n e  c o u ld  

u s e fu lly  tu rn  o n e ’ s a tte n tio n  to  th in g s  n e a re r  h o m e.

In  p o in t  o f  fa c t , o u r  a n a ly s is  ca n  p ro g re ss  o n ly  b y  g o in g  s te a d ily  fu rth e r  in 

the d ire c tio n  o f  m o le c u la r iz in g  its o b je c t , so as to  be a b le  to  g e t  a  c lo s e r  g r a s p  

o f  its fu n c tio n  vvith in  vvider so c ia l fo r m a tio n s . T h e r e  vvas n o t ju s t  one N a z i 

P a rty :  n o t o n ly  d id  th e  N a z i  P a r ty  c h a n g e  a n d  d e v e lo p , b u t  a t e v e ry  p e rio d  it 

h a d  d iffe re n t fu n c tio n s  d e p e n d in g  on  th e  a re a s  in vvhich  it vvas a c tiv e . 

H im m le r ’s S S m a c h in e  vvas n o t th e  sa m e  as th e  S  A ,  a n d  b o th  vvere v e ry  

d iffe re n t from  the k in d  o f  m ass  o r g a n iz a t io n s  e n v is a g e d  b y  th e  S tra sser  

b ro th e rs . A n d  even  in s id e  th e  S S  m a c h in e  o n e  fin d s e le m e n ts  o f  q u a si-  

r e lig io u s  in s p ir a tio n  -  re m e m b e r  hovv H im m le r  vvanted  th e  S S  to  b e  tra in ed  

a lo n g  lin es s im ila r  to the m e th o d s  o f  th e  J e s u its  -  a lo n g s id e  th e  o v e r t ly  

s a d is tic  p r a c t ic e s  o f  a  m an  lik e  H e y d r ic h . I t  is n o t a  m a tte r  o f  c r e a tin g  

u n n e c e s s a ry  c o m p le x it ie s , b u t  o f  re fu s in g  to  a c c e p t  th e  k in d  o f  s im p lif ic a tio n  

th a t vvould b lin d  us b o th  to  th  egenealogy a n d  to th e  permanence o f  ce rta in  fa sc is t  

m a c h in e s . L o n g  a g o , the In q u is it io n  h a d  set u p  a  k in d  o f  fa s c is t  m a c h in e  th a t 

vvas o n ly  to fin d  its fu lle st  u se  v e r y  m u c h  la te r . S u c h  a n  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  

m o le c u la r  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  fa sc ism  m a y  thus e x te n d  to  vvid ely d iffe re n t sp h e re s, 

b o th  a t th e  m a c r o -p o lit ic a l le v e l a n d  th e  m ic ro s c o p ic . I t  sh o u ld  e n a b le  u s to  

u n d e rs ta n d  m o re  c le a r ly  hovv th e  s a m e  fa sc ism  co n tin u e s  to  o p e r a te  to d a y , in  

o th e r  g u is e s , in  th e  fa m ily , th e  sc h o o l, th e  tra d e  u n io n .

T h e r e  a re  m a n y  d iffe re n t w a y s  o f  a p p r o a c h in g  th ese  p r o b le m s  o f  d e s ire  in 

th e  s o c ia l s p h e re . O n e  m a y  q u ite  s im p ly  fa il to  re c o g n iz e  th e m , o r  re d u c e  

th em  to  o v e r -s im p lifie d  p o lit ic a l a lte r n a tiv e s . O n e  m a y  e q u a lly  try  to d is c o v e r  

th e ir  m u ta tio n s , th e ir  d is p la c e m e n ts  a n d  th e  fresh  p o s s ib ilit ie s  th a t th e y  o ffer 

fo r r e v o lu t io n a r y  a c tio n . S ta ü n is m  a n d  fa sc ism  h a v e  lo n g  b een  co n sid e re d  as 

p r o c e e d in g  fro m  r a d ic a lly  d iffe re n t d e fin itio n s , vvh ereas th e  v a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  

fa sc ism  h a v e  b e en  c la sse d  u n d e r  th e  sa m e  h e a d in g . Y e t  th ere  ca n  b e  g r e a te r



d iffe re n c e s  w ith in  fa s c is m  th a n  th e r e  a re  betvveen  so m e  a sp e c ts  o f  S ta lin is m  

a n d  so m e  a s p e c ts  o f  N a z is m . V V ith ou t fo r c in g  c o m p a r is o n s  o r e n d in g  u p  vvith 

th e  k in d  o f  a m a lg a m s  p r o d u c e d  b y  H a n n a h  A r e n d t  th a t  J e a n -P ie r r e  F a y e  

tak e s  e x c e p tio n  to ,2 it  is im p o s s ib le  n o t  to  a c c e p t  th e  c o n tin u ity  o f  o n e  a n d  th e  

s a m e  to ta lita r ia n  m a c h in e , v vo rm in g  its vvay th ro u g h  a li th e  structures o f  

fa sc ism , S ta lin is m , b o u rg e o is  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  s o o n . V V ith out g o in g  b a c k  as fa r 

a s D io c le tia n  o r  C o n s ta n t in e , vve c a n  tra c e  its a n c e s tr y  in th e  c o n te x t  o f  

c a p ita lis m  fro m  th e re p re s s io n  o f  th e  P a r is  C o m m u n a r d s  in  1871 to th e  fo rm s 

it tak es to d a y . T h e  d iffe re n t to ta lita r ia n  sy ste m s h a v e  p r o d u c e d  d iffe re n t 

fo r m u la e  fo r  c o n tr o ll in g  th e  d e s ire  o f  th e  m asse s, to  su it  th e  c h a n g e s  in 

p r o d u c t iv e  fo rces  a n d  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s . W e  h a v e  to try  to  a n a ly s e  its  

‘ m a c h in ic  c o m p o s it io n ’ -  vvhich  is a  b it  lik e  a n a ly s in g  s o m e th in g ’s c h e m ic a l 

c o m p o s it io n , b u t  in th is  c a se  it is a  s o c ia l c h e m is tr y  o f  d e s ire  ru n n in g  n o t o n ly  

th ro u g h  H is to r y , b u t  a ls o  th ro u g h  th e  vvhole e x p a n s e  o f  s o c ie ty .

T h e  h is to r ic a l tr a n s v e r s a lity  o f  th e  d e s ire  m a c h in e s  on  vvhich to ta lita r ia n  

sy ste m s a re  b a s e d  is in s e p a r a b le  fro m  th e ir  so c ia l tr a n s v e r s a lity . T h e  a n a ly s is  

o f  fa s c is m  c a n n o t  b e  left ju s t  to  th e  h is to r ia n , b e c a u s e  th e  p ro c es se s  e sta b -  

lish ed  b y  it in  th e  p a st a re , as I s a y , stili p r o life r a t in g  in  d iffe re n t fo rm s 

th ro u g h o u t th e  e n tire  e x p a n s e  o f  s o c ie ty  to d a y . T h e r e  is a  to ta lita r ia n  

c h e m is tr y  a t vvork in  o u r  S ta te  s tr u c tu r e s , o u r  p o lit ic a l a n d  tra d e -u n io n  

s tru c tu re s , o u r  in s titu tio n a l a n d  fa m ily  s tru c tu re s , e v e n  in  o u r  in d iv id u a l 

s tru c tu re s  -  in  th e  sen se  th a t  o n e  c a n , a s  I h a v e  su g g e s te d , ta lk  o fg u ilt- fe e lin g s  

a n d  n e u ro sis  as a  k in d  o f  fa s c is m  o f  th e  su p e r-e g o .

A s  th e  s o c ia l d iv is io n  o f  la b o u r  h a s  d e v e lo p e d , it  h as  le d  to  th e  esta b lis h -  

m en t o f  e v e r  m o re  e n o rm o u s  p r o d u c t io n  u n its. B u t p r o d u c tio n  on  th is  v a st 

sc a le  h a s  led  to  a n  e v e r  g r e a te r  m o le c u la r iz a tio n  o f  th e  h u m a n  e le m e n ts  

in v o lv e d  in th e  m a c h in ic  fo rces  o f  in d u s tr y , th e  e c o n o m y , e d u c a tio n , the 

m ed ia  a n d  so  o n . I t  is  n e v e r  a  h u m a n  b e in g  vvho is vvo rk in g  (a n d  th e  sa m e  ca n  

be sa id  o f  d e s ire )  b u t  a n  a g e n c y  c o m p o s e d  o fo r g a n s  a n d  m a c h in e s . N o  lo n g e r  

d o e s  a  p e rs o n  c o m m u n ic a te  vvith o th e r  p e rso n s: o rg a n s  a n d  fu n c tio n s  ta k e  

p a rt in  a  m a c h in ic  ‘a s s e m b ly ’ vvhich p u ts  to g e th e r  s e m io tic  lin k s  a n d  a  g r e a t  

in te rvv e a v in g  o f  m a te r ia l a n d  s o c ia l f lu x e s . (A  g o o d  in s ta n c e  o f  th is  is d r iv in g  a  

c a r , vvhen o n e ’s e y e s  s c a n  th e  r o a d  a lm o s t  u n c o n s c io u s ly , a n d  o n e ’s h a n d s  a n d  

feet b e c o m e  a n  in te g r a l p a r t  o f  th e  vvorkin gs o f  th e  m a c h in e .)  H a v in g  b ro k en  

u p  th e  t r a d it io n a l h u m a n  te rr ito r ia lit ie s , th e  fo rces  o f  p r o d u c tio n  a re  novv in  a 

p o s itio n  to  lib e r a te  th e  ‘ m o le c u la r ’ e n e r g y  o f  d es ire . W e  c a n n o t y e t  assess the 

re v o lu t io n a ry  e x te n t  o f  th is m a c h in ic -s e m io t ic  re v o lu tio n , b u t  it  is e v id e n tly  

irr e v e rs ib le . A n d  it  is a ls o  vvhat e n a b le s  to ta lita r ia n  re g im e s a n d  so c ia l 

b u re a u c r a c ie s  in c e s s a n t ly  to  p e rfe c t a n d  m in ia tu r iz e  th e ir  a p p a r a tu s e s  o f  

rep ressio n . In  m y  vievv, th erefo re , th e  m ic r o -p o lit ic a l s tr u g g le  o f  d es ire  c a n n o t

2. C f .  J e a n - P ie r r e  F a y e , L a  Criiigue du langage et son economie, G a l i le e ,  19 73.



be fo u g h t o u t on a n y  fro n t w ith o u t  d e te rm in in g  first the m a c h in ic -s e m io t ic  

c o m p o s it io n  o f  th e  v a r io u s  p o w e r  fo rm a tio n s . W ith o u t  su c h  a n  a n a ly s is , on e 

is c o n tin u a lly  svvin gin g  b e tw e e n  a p o s itio n  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  o p en n ess  a n d  a 

p o s itio n  o f  to ta lita r ia n  d a m p in g  d o w n . M o le c u la r  a n a ly s is  c a n  o n ly  be the 

e x p re s s io n  o f  a  c o lle c tio n  o f  m o le c u la r  fo rces  c o m b in in g  th e o r y  a n d  a c tio n . It 

is not th e r e fo re , as m ig h t  be o b je c te d , a ca se  o f  c o n c e n tr a t in g  m ere ly  on  the 

m in u tia e  o f  h is to r y , o f  s u g g e s t in g  lik e  P a s c a l th a t h a d  C le o p a t r a ’ s n ose b een  

lo n g e r  e v e r y th in g  vvould h a v e  b een  d iffe re n t. It is s im p ly  a c a se  o fr e c o g n iz in g  

th e  im p a c t  o f  to ta lita r ia n  m a c h in is m , w h ic h  is stili d e v e lo p in g  an d  c o n s ta n tly  

a d a p t in g  it s e lf  in lin e  w ith  th e  b a la n c e  o f  fo rces  a n d  th e  c h a n g e s  in so c ie ty . 

T h e  ro le  o f  H it le r , as an  in d iv id u a l vvith a sp e c if ic  a b il ity , vvas o f  co u rse  

n e g lig ib le ;  b u t h is ro le, as c r y s ta lliz in g  a nevv fo rm  o f  th a t to ta lita r ia n  

m a c h in e , vvas, a n d  stili is, fu n d a m e n ta l. F o r  H it le r  stili iiv e s . H e  is stili a c tiv e  

in d re a m s , in d e lu s io n s , in film s, in p o liç e  to rtu re  ro o m s, a n d  a m o n g  the 

y o u n g  w h o  v a lu e  m em e n to e s  o f  h im  e ven  th o u g h  th e y  knovv n o th in g  o f  

N a z is m .

L e t  us p a u s e  fo r a  m o m e n t to c o n s id e r  a h is to r ic a l p r o b le m  th at is stili, i f  

o n ly  im p lic it ly , vvork in g i t s e l f  o u t  in p r e s e n t-d a y  p o litic s . W h y , a fte r  the 

d e b a c le  o f  19 18  a n d  th e  cr is is  o f  1929, vvas G e r m a n  c a p ita lis m  n o t sa tisfied  

vvith m a k in g  its b a s is  a s tra ig h tfo rv v a rd  m iiita r y  d ic ta to rs h ip ?  W h y  H it le r  

a n d  n o t G e n e r a l v o n  S c h le ic h e r ?  D a n ie l G u e r in  h as  re p lied  th at b ig  b u sin ess 

h e s ita te d  to ‘d e p r iv e  it s e lf  o f  su c h  an  in c o m p a r a b le , ir r e p la c e a b le  m ea n s o f  

p e n e tr a tio n  in to  e v e r y  ce li o f  s o c ie ty  as th e  fa sc is t  m ass  o r g a n iz a t io n s ’ .3 

I n d e e d , n o  m iiita r y  d ic ta to r s h ip  c o u ld  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  in c o n tr o llin g  the 

p e o p le  as e ffe c tiv e ly  as a  p a r ty  o r g a n iz e d  a lo n g  p o liç e  lin es. N o  m iiita ry  

d ic ta to r s h ip  c o u ld  m o b iliz e  lib id in a l e n e r g y  lik e  a fa sc is t  d ic ta to rs h ip , e ven  

th o u g h  m a n y  o f  th e ir  en d  re su lts  m ig h t a p p e a r  id e n tic a l, e v e n  th o u g h  th ey  

m ig h t  re so rt to  th e  sa m e  re p r e s s iv e  m e th o d s, the sa m e  to rtu re s , th e  sa m e  

c o n c e n tr a t io n  c a m p s  a n d  so  o n . T h e  c o n ju n c tio n  in th e  p e rs o n  o f  H it le r  o f  a t 

le a s t fo u r  d iffe re n t  s tra n d s  o f  d e s ire  re su lte d  in c r y s ta lliz in g  a m o n g  th e  m ass 

o f  th e  p e o p le  th e  m u ta tio n  o f  a nevv d es ire  m a c h in ism :

-  a c e rta in  p le b e ia n  sty le , vvhich  e n a b le d  h im  to g e t  th e  s u p p o rt  o f  a li vvho 

vvere to  a n y  e x te n t  a ffe cte d  b y  th e  s o c ia l-d e m o c r a t  a n d  B o ls h e v ik  m ach in es;

-  a  c e r ta in  a rm y  v e te ra n  s ty le , s y m b o liz e d  b y h is Iro n  C r o s s  from  the 19 14  

w a r , vvhich  e n a b le d  h im  to n e u tr a liz e  th e  m iiita r y , e v e n  i f  he c o u ld  n o t g a in  

th e ir  e n tire  co n fıd e n c e ;

-  a  s h o p k e e p e r-s ty le  o p p o r tu n is m , a v ie ld in g n e s s , a  p lia b ility , th a t e n a b le d  

h im  to n e g o tia te  vvith the m a g n a te s  o ff in a n c e  a n d  in d u s tr y , vvhile g iv in g  th em  

the im p re ss io n  th a t th ey  c o u ld  e a s ily  c o n tro l a n d  m a n ip u la te  h im ;

-  fin a lly , a n d  p e rh a p s  m o st im p o r ta n t ly  o f  a li, a r a c is t  m a n ia , a c r a z y

3. F a sc im e et Grand Capital, M a s p e r o , 1970.



p a r a n o ia c  e n e r g y  th a t  vvas in  tu n e  vvith th e  c o lle c tiv e  d e a th  in s tin c t  let lo o se  in 

th e  c h a r n e l h o u se s  o f  th e  F ir s t  W o r ld  W a r .

C le a r ly  th is is a n  o v e r -s c h e m a d z e d  d e s c r ip tio n . B u t  vvhat I  vvanted to 

stre ss , th o u g h  th e r e  is n o  tim e  to  g o  in to  d e ta il h e re , is  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  lo c a l 

c o n d itio n s  th a t  m a d e  th e  F ü h r e r ’s ‘ irr e s is t ib le  a s c e n t ’ p o s s ib le , p r o d u c in g  

th a t  e x tr a o r d in a r y , m a c h in ic  c r y s ta lliz a tio n  o f  d e s ire  in  H it le r , vvere a n y th in g  

b u t n e g lig ib le .

A li  th is  in v o lv e s  a  w h o le  m ic ro -p o lit ic s , a n d , ie t m e  s a y  a g a in , it is b y  n o 

m ea n s  a  p u r e ly  s p e c u la t iv e  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic , o r  b io g r a p h ic , o r  h is to r ic a l 

p r o b le m . T h e  m ic ro -p o lit ic s  th a t c r e a te d  H it le r  co n c e rn  u s, h e re  a n d  n o v v -  

vvithin o u r  p o lit ic a l  a n d  tra d e -u n io n  m o v e m e n ts , vvithin o u r  s m a lle r  g ro u p s  in  

fa m ilie s  a n d  s c h o o ls  a n d  so  o n  -  in  as m u c h  as nevv m ic r o -c r y s ta lliz a t io n s  o f  

fa sc ism  h a v e  re p la c e d  th e  o ld  on  th e  s a m e  to ta lita r ia n , m a c h in ic  p h y lu m . O n  

th e  g r o u n d  th a t  th e  p a rt  p la y e d  b y  th e  in d iv id u a l in  h is to ry  is n e g lig ib le , vve 

a re  a d v is e d  to  s ta n d  id ly  b y  vvhile lo c a l ty r a n ts  a n d  b u r e a u c r a ts  o f  a li so rts  

p e rfo rm  th e ir  h y s te r ic a l a n tic s  a n d  p a r a n o id  d o u b le -d e a lin g . T h e  fu n c tio n  o f  

a m ic r o -p o lit ic s  o f  d e s ire  vvill b e  to  d e n o u n c e  s u c h  p a s s iv ity , to  re fu se  to  

c o u n te n a n c e  any e x p re s s io n  o f  fa s c is m  a t  any le v e l. C in e m a  a n d  te le v is io n  

vvould h a v e  us b e lie v e  th a t  N a z is m  vvas b a s ic a lly  n o  m o re  th a n  a  p a s s in g  e v il , 

a  k in d  o f  h is  to r ic a l m ista k e  -  a n d  a  g o ld e n  p a g e  in  the h is to ry  o f  h e ro ism . H ovv 

m o v in g  it vvas to  see  th e  b a n n e rs  o f  c a p ita lis m  a n d  s o c ia lis m  in tertvvin ed  

a g a in s t  it! T h e y  vvould  h a v e  u s  b e lie v e  th a t  th ere  w a s  re a l a n ta g o n is m  

betvveen th e  fa s c is t  A x is  a n d  th e  A ll ie s .  In  fa c t , vvhat vvas r e a lly  a t issu e  vvas 

the se le c tio n  o f  th e  r ig h t m o d e l. T h e  fa s c is t  re c ip e  g o t  o f f  to a  b a d  s ta rt , a n d  it 

m u st th e r e fo re  b e  e lim ın a te d  a n d  r e p la c e d  w ith  s o m e th in g  b e tte r . R a d e k  

d efin ed  N a z is m  a s  s o m e th in g  e x te rn a l to  th e  b o u rg e o is ie ; h e  c o m p a r e d  it to  a  

series o f  iro n  h o o p s  u se d  b y  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  to try  to  r e in fo rc e  ‘ th e  b a tte re d  

cask  o f  c a p ita lis m ’ . B u t  th e  im a g e  is  a lto g e th e r  to o  r e a ssu r in g : fa sc ism  

re m a in e d  o n ly  p a r t ly  e x te r n a l to  th e m , a n d  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  d e c id e d  to throvv 

it ö v e r  o n ly  fro m  th e  m o m e n t th e y  b e c a m e  c o n v in c e d  th a t, b e c a u s e  o f  its 

in s ta b ility  a n d  th e  o v erv v e e n in g  d e s ir e  it  s tirred  u p  a m o n g  th e  m asses, it vvas 

th re a te n in g  to  e x p lo d e  th e  re g im e s  o f  b o u rg e o is  d e m o c r a c y  fro m  vvith in .

T h e  ‘r e m e d y ’ , a c c e p te d  vvhen th e  cr is is  vvas a t  its  p a r o x y s m , vvas la te r  to 

a p p e a r  vvorse th a n  th e  d ise a se . H o v vev er, in te rn a tio n a l c a p ita lis m  c o u ld  

co n te m p la te  g e tt in g  rid  o f  it  o n ly  p r o v id e d  it h a d  o th e r  m e a n s  to  h a n d  fo r 

ch e c k in g  th e  c la s s  s tr u g g le , p r o v id e d  o th e r  to ta lita r ia n  fo r m u la e  fo r c o n tro l-  

lin g th e  d e s ire  o f  th e  m a sse s  h a d  b e en  fo u n d  sa tis fa c to ry . O n c e  S ta lin is m  h ad  

vvorked o u t  s u c h  a  s u b s t itu te  fo r m u la , a llia n c e  vvith it b e c a m e  p o ssib le . 

S ta lin ’s d ic ta to r s h ip  o ffere d  e n o rm o u s  a d v a n ta g e s  ö v e r  H it le r ’s. T h e  fa sc is t  

reg im es, in fa c t , d id  n o t b u ild  a  tig h t  e n o u g h  rin g  a r o u n d  p r o b le m  a re a s . T h e  

im p o ssib le  ta s k  o f  th e ir  le a d e rs  vvas, first, to  e s ta b lis h  a  c o m p ro m is e  a m o n g  a  

n u m b er o f  d iffe re n t  povver g ro u p s  s e e k in g  to  p re s e r v e  th e ir  a u to n o m y  (th e



m ilita r y  m a c h in e , p o lit ic o -p o lic e  fa c tio n s , the e c o n o m ic  s y ste m , e te .4); a n d , 

s e c o n d , to re p res s  a n d  c h a n n e l p o p u la r  re v o lu tio n a r y  e n th u s ia s m  vvhich 

th re a te n e d  to s u rg e  u p  a g a in  a t a n y  m o m e n t in th e  a p o c a ly p t ic  a trn o sp h ere  o f  

th e  tim e . B y  g r a d u a lly  g e tt in g  rid  o n e  b y  o n e  o f  th e  o ld  p o lit ic a l e la sses, the 

m o st r e b e llio u s  o f  th e  c o lo n iz e d  p e o p le s , the o ld  B o ls h e v ik s , y o u n g  b u re a u - 

c ra ts , a n d  so  o n , the S ta lin is t  m a c h in e  vvas to g o  m u c h  fu rth e r  th a n  th e  N a z i 

m a c h in e  in th e  c re a tio n  o f  a  re p r e s s iv e  m o d el. T h e  N a z is  e x te rm in a te d  

m illio n s  o fje v v s  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  le ft-w in g  m ilita n ts . In  the sen se  

th at th ey  vvere d ire e te d  a g a in s t  p e o p le  vvhom  the N a z is  savv as b e in g  o u ts id e  

th e ir  ra c e , as s c a p e g o a ts , th ese  e x te rm in a tio n s  h ad  a  c e rta in  s a c r ific ia l 

q u a lity  a b o u t  th e m . It c a n n o t be sa id  th a t  th e  N a z is  s y s te m a tic a lly  a tta c k e d  

th e  le a d e rs  o f  th e  G e r m a n  b o u rg e o is ie . S ta lin ’s m eth o d  vvas q u ite  d ifferen t. 

T h e  s tre n g th  o f  so v ie t  b u r e a u c r a t is m  la y  in s p r e a d in g  te rro r  everyvvh ere, 

e v e n  vvithin its ovvn ra n k s , a n d  fa r  fu rth e r  th a n  e v e n  the S S e v e r  d id , u n d e r  

a n y  c irc u m s ta n c e s , vvithin the N a z i le a d e rs h ip . V V h atever e lse  it m a y  h a v e  

b e e n , th e  a llia n c e  betvveen th e  V Vestern d e m o c ra c ie s  a n d  S ta lin ’ s to ta lita r ia n -  

ism  vvas n e v e r  d ir e e te d  to  ‘p r e s e r v in g  d e m o c r a c y ’ . i t s  p r im e  a im  vvas to 

d e s tr o y  a lu n a t ic  m a c h in e  th a t p o sed  a th re a t to th e ir  ovvn s y ste m  o f  

d o m in a tio n . T h r o u g h o u t  th a t  p e r io d , th e  e n tire  vvorld vvas g r ip p e d  in a  k in d  

o f  e n d -o f-th e-vv o rld  h y s te r ia . I t  vvas as th o u g h  a li th e  p r e v io u s  r e g u la tin g  

m e c h a n is m s  -  o f  s o c ia l d e m o c r a c y , tra d e -u n io n is m  a n d  so on -  vvh ereb y the 

o ld  b a la n c e  h a d  b e en  m a in ta in e d  h a d  su d d e n ly  b e en  fo u n d  vvan tin g. O n e  

m u st n o t fo rg e t, o f  c o u rse , th a t  a li left-vvin g o r g a n iz a t io n s  h a d  a lr e a d y  b een  

d e s tr o y e d  in I ta ly  a n d  G e r m a n y  -  b u t  vvhy sh o u ld  th e y  a li h a v e  c o lla p s e d  like 

c a rd -h o u s e s ?  T h e y  h a d  n e v e r  p re s e n te d  th e  p e o p le  vvith a n y  re a l a lte r n a tiv e  -  

c e r ta in ly  n o t vvith a n y th in g  th a t  m o b ilize d  th e ir  vvill to  fig h t or th e ir  fo rce  o f  

d e s ire , a n y th in g  th a t e v e n  te m p te d  th em  avvay fro m  the re lig io n  o ffa s c is m  (on 

th is  it s ee m s  to m e th a t  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  G e r m a n  R e ic h  is u n e q u iv o c a l) .

It h as  o ften  b e e n  p o in te d  o u t th a t  th e  fa sc ist re g im e s, in th e ir  b e g in n in g s , 

p r o v id e d  c e r ta in  b a s ic  e c o n o m ic  s o lu tio n s  to the m o st u rg e n t p ro b le m s o f  the 

tim e  -  a n  a rt if ic ia l e c o n o m ic  re s u r g e n c e , j o b s  fo r th e  u n e m p lo y e d , a  p u b lic  

vvorks p r o g r a m m e , c u r re n c y  C o n tro ls -  a n d  th ese  a re  c o n tra s te d  vvith, for 

in s ta n c e , th e  h e lp le ssn e ss  o f  th e  s o c ia l-d e m o c r a tic  g o v e rn m e n ts  o f  the 

V V eim ar R e p u b lic . T h e  e x p la n a t io n s  ru n  so m evvh at as follovvs: the so c ia lis ts  

a n d  c o m m u n is ts  h ad  a  b ad  p r o g r a m m e , b ad  le a d e rs , b a d  o r g a n iz a t io n , bad 

a llia n c e s . In d e e d  th ere  is n o  en d  to th e  c a ta lo g u e  o f  th e ir  vveakn esses and  

b e tra y a ls . B u t n o  a c c o u n t  is ta k e n  in th ese  e x p la n a tio n s  o f  th e  fa c t th a t the 

nevv to ta lita r ia n  d e s ire  m a c h in e  h a d  c r y s ta lliz e d  a m o n g  th e  m asses to s u c h  a 

p o in t th a t in te rn a t io n a l c a p ita lis m  it s e lf  savv it as a n  e v e n  g re a te r  d a n g e r  th an

4. I n e e d  h a r d ly  re ite ra te  th a t th is  is a  h ig h ly  s im p lifie d  a c c o u n t. F o r  in s ta n c e  th e re  w a s  n o  su ch  

th in g  as a  h o m o g e n e o u s  a t t i tu d e  o n  th e p a rt  o f  ca p iıa J ists : K r u p p ,  w h o  b e g a n  b y  b e in g  h o stile  to 

H itle r , c h a n g e d  c o m p le te ly  as t im e  w e n t  on .



th e  d ic ta to r s h ip  vvhich  h a d  d e v e lo p e d  o u t  o f  th e  O c t o b e r  re v o lu tio n . W h a t  no 

o n e  is p r e p a r e d  to  re c o g n iz e  is th a t  th e  fa sc is t  m a c h in e , in  th e  fo rm  it  to o k  in 

I t a ly  a n d  G e r m a n y , vvas a  th re a t  b o th  to  c a p ita lis m  a n d  S ta lin is m , b e c a u s e  

th e  m a sse s  in v e s te d  in it th e  m o st fa n ta s t ic  c o lle c t iv e  d e a th  in stin c t. B y  

re - te r r ito r ia liz in g  th e ir  d e s ire  u p o n  a  le a d e r , a  p e o p le , a  ra c e , th ey  vvere 

d e s tr o y in g , in  a  p h a n ta s y  o f c a t a s t r o p h e ,  a  re a lity  th e y  h a te d  -  a  r e a lity  th at 

th e  r e v o lu tio n a r ie s  e ith e r  c o u ld n ’ t o r  w o u ld n ’t g r a p p le  vvith. V ir i l i t y ,  b lo o d , 

Lebensraum a n d  d e a th  re p la c e d  fo r th em  a  so c ia lis m  too  re sp e c tfu l o f  the 

p r e v a i l i n g v a l u e s - a n d  th is  d e s p ite  th e  in tr in s ic  d is h o n e s ty  o f  fa sc ism , its fa ke  

c h a lle n g e s  to  th e  a b s ü r d , its vvhole th e a tr ic a l d is p la y  o f  c o lle c t iv e  h y s te r ia  a n d  

fe e b le m in d e d n e s s  vvh ich  b r o u g h t  th e m  b a c k  a g a in  to  th o se  s a m e  v a lu e s . A li  in  

a li, h o vvever, th e  d e to u r  vvas m u c h  lo n g e r , a n d  th e  m y s tific a tio n  a n d  th e  

fa s c in a tio n  fa r  m o re  in te n s e  in  fa s c is m  th a n  in  S ta lin is m . A l i  fa sc is t  s ig n if ic a ­

tio n s c e n tre d  u p o n  a  c o m p o s ite  re p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  lo v e  a n d  d e a th , in  vvhich 

E ro s  a n d  T h a n a t o s  vvere o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e  th in g . H it le r  a n d  th e  N a z is  fo u g h t 

fo r d e a th , u p  to  a n d  in c lu d in g  th e  d e a th  o f  G e r m a n y , a n d  th e  G e r m a n  p e o p le  

vvere p r e p a r e d  to  follovv th em  e v e n  to  th e ir  ovvn d e s tru c tio n . In d e e d , it  vvould 

b e  h a rd  o th ervv ise  to  u n d e r s ta n d  hovv th e y  c o u ld  h a v e  g o n e  on  f ig h tin g  th e  

w a r  fo r s e v e r a l y e a r s  a fte r  it  vvas o b v io u s ly  lo st. A s  c o m p a r e d  vvith th is , the 

S ta lin is t  m a c h in e , a t  le a s t  a s  seen  fro m  o u ts id e , a p p e a r e d  fa r  m o re  ra tio n a l;  

th o u g h  n o n e  th e  less im p la c a b le , it  vvas fa r  m o re  s ta b le . T h u s  it vvas n o t 

a lto g e th e r  s u r p r is in g  th a t  E n g lis h  a n d  A m e r ic a n  c a p ita lis m  fe lt n o  g re a t  

a p p re h e n s io n  a t  a l ly in g  i t s e l f  vvith it. A fte r  th e  b r e a k -u p  o f  th e  T h ir d  

In te r n a t io n a l, it  c a m e  to  lo o k  lik e  a n  a lte r n a t iv e  s y ste m  fo r  c o n tro llin g  th e  

m asses. N o  o n e  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b e t te r  p la c e d  th a t  S t a l in ’s p o liç e  o r g a n iz -  

a tio n  to  c h e c k  th e  m o re  u n ru ly  m o v e m e n ts  o f  th e  vvo rk in g  c la s s , c o lo n iz e d  

p eo p les  a n d  o p p r e s s e d  n a t io n a l m in o r itie s .

U n lik e  fa s c is m , c a p ita lis t  to ta lita r ia n  m a c h in e s , vvhile c a p tu r in g  th e  vvork­

e rs ’ d e s ire  e n e r g y , a ls o  se t o u t  to  d iv id e  th em , to  p r iv a t iz e  a n d  m o le c u la r iz e  

th em , T h e s e  m a c h in e s  w o r m  th e ir  w a y  in  a m o n g  th e m , in to  th e ir  fa m ilie s , 

th e ir  m a r r ia g e s , th e ir  c h ild r e n , b e c o m in g  e n sc o n c e d  a t  th e  v e r y  ce n tre  o f  th e ir  

s u b je c tiv ity  a n d  th e ir  v ie w  o f  th e  vvorld. C a p ita lis m  is a fr a id  o f  g r e a t  m a ss  

m o v e m e n ts . I t  se e k s  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  a u to m a t ic  c o n tro l s y s te m s , a n d  it is  th a t  

ro le  vvhich  is  p la y e d  b y  th e  S ta te  a n d  b y  a il th e  v a r io u s  m o d e s  o f  ‘ so c ia l 

c o n tr a c t ’ . S h o u ld  a  c o n flic t  b re a k  o u t  o f  ce rta in  a c c e p te d  fram evvo rks, it 

e n d e a v o u rs  to  c o n ta in  it  a s  p u r e ly  a n  e c o n o m ic , o r  ju s t  a  lo c a l, w a r . I n  th is 

re sp ect, it m u s t  b e  a d m itte d  th a t  th e  S ta lin is t  to ta lita r ia n  m a c h in e  lo o k s lik e  

b e in g  le ft  fa r  b e h in d  b y  th a t o f  V Vestern to ta lita r ia n is m . W h a t  vvas th e  

S ta lin is t  S t a t e ’s g r e a te s t  a d v a n ta g e  a s  c o m p a r e d  vvith th e  N a z i  S ta te  is novv its 

m a jö r  d e fe c t  a s  c o m p a r e d  vvith ‘d e m o c r a t ic ’ s ta te s . A s  a g a in s t  fa sc ism , th e  

S ta lin is t  S ta te  h a d  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  g r e a te r  s ta b il ity ;  th e  P a r ty  vvas o n  a 

d ifferen t le v e l fro m  th e  m ilita r y  m a c h in e , th e  p o liç e  m a c h in e  o r th e  e c o n o m ic



m a c h in e . It r ig id ly  e n c o d e d  th e  a im s  o f  a li th e  povver m a c h in e s , a n d  k ep t the 

p e o p le  u n d e r  r e le n tle ss  s u r v e illa n c e . It a lso  su c c e e d e d  in h o ld in g  the v a n - 

g u a r d  o f  th e  in te r n a t io n a l p r o le ta r ia t  o n  a tig h t re in . T h e  b a n k r u p tc y  o f  

c la s s ic a l S ta l in is m , vvhich is u n d o u b te d ly  o n e  o f  th e  m o st n o tevv o rth y  fe a tu res  

o f  o u r  p r e s e n t p e r io d , is p r o b a b ly  d u e  to  its in a b ilitv  to  a d a p t  to the 

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  fo rces  o f  p r o d u c t io n , a n d , e s p e c ia lly , to  vvhat I c a li th e  

m o le c u la r iz a t io n  o f  th e  la b o u r  fo rce . T h is  h a s  b een  d e m o n s tr a te d , in sid e  th e  

U S S R ,  b y  a  s e rie s  o f  p o lit ic a l a n d  e c o n o m ic  crises , b y  s u c c e s s iv e  sh ifts  o f  

povver vvhich h a v e  re sto re d  a  ce rta in  de facto  a u to n o m y , r e la tiv e  b u t fu n d a - 

m e n ta l a li the sa m e , to  th e  m a c h in e s  o f  th e  S ta te , o f  p r o d u c t io n , o f  th e  a rm y , 

o f  th e  re g io n s , ete. a t th e  e x p e n s e  o f  th e  P a r ty . S p e c if ic  n a tio n a l a n d  re g io n a l 

p r o b le m s  h a v e  o n c e  a g a in  co m e  to p r e p o n d e r a te  everyvvh ere . T h is  h as m ad e  

it p o s s ib le , a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s , for th e  S ta te s  on  th e  p e r im e te r  to  re g a in  so m e 

free d o m  o f  a c tio n , a n d  fo r the c a p ita lis t  c o u n tr ie s  to re c o g n iz e  a n d  e v e n  p a rtly  

to in te g r a te  th e ir  lo c a l c o m m u n is t  p a rtie s . In  th is re sp e c t, S ta l in ’ s h e rita g e  

h as  b een  to ta l ly  lo st. O f  c o u rs e  S ta lin is m  stili s u rv iv e s  in a fevv p a rtie s  an d  

tra d e  u n io n s, b u t it novv o p e ra te s  m o re  on  th e  o ld  s o c ia l-d e m o c r a tic  m o d e l, 

vvith the re su lt th a t in d e p e n d e n t r e v o lu t io n a r y  co n ftic ts  a n d  s tru g g le s  o f  

d e s ire  -  lik e  th e  v vo rk ers ’ ta k e o v e r  o f  th e  L ip  v v a te h -m a k in g  fa cto rie s  in 

F ra n c e  in M a y  1968 -  ten d  m o re  a n d  m o re  to e lu d e  its co n tro l.

W h a t  a c c o u n ts  fo r the c h a n g e  fro m  th e c la s s ic  fa sc is t  le v ia th a n s  o f  th e  p a st 

in to  th e  m o le c u la r iz a t io n  o ffa s c is m  vve a re  vvitn essin g  to d a y ?  W h a t  c a u se s  th e  

d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  h u m a n  re la tio n s h ip s , so  th a t th ey  lo se  th e ir  b a se s  in 

fa m ily  a n d  te rr ito r ia l g r o u p in g s , b o d ies , a g e -g r o u p s , ete .?  J u s t  vvhat is th is 

d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  vvhich r e b o u n d s  to g iv e  rise  to  an  u p s u rg e  o f  a  nevv 

m ic ro -fa s c ism ?  I t  is n o t a m a tte r  m e r e ly  o f  the id e o lo g ic a l o rie n ta tio n  o f  

c a p ita lis m , o r the s tr a te g y  it a d o p ts , b u t o f  a n  u n d e r ly in g  m a te r ia l p ro cess: 

b e c a u s e  in d u s tr ia l so c ie tie s  o p e r a te  fro m  se m io tic  m a c h in e s  vvhich a re , m o re  

a n d  m o re , d e c o d in g  a li re a litie s , a li p r e v io u s  te rr ito r ia lit ie s , b e c a u s e  th e  

m a c h in e s  o f  te c h n o lo g y  a n d  o f  e c o n o m ic  sy ste m s a re  m o re  a n d  m o re 

d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d , th e y  a re  c a p a b le  o f  l ib e r a t in g  e v e r  g re a te r  flu x e s  o f  d es ire . 

O r ,  m o re  p r e c is e ly , b e c a u s e  th e ir  m o d e  o f  p r o d u c tio n  is fo r c e d  to  e ffect th a t 

l ib e r a tio n , th e  fo rm s o f  re p res s io n  a re  a lso  d r iv e n  to b e c o m e  m o le c u la r iz e d . A  

s in g le , m a ss iv e , stra ig h tfo rv v a rd  re p r e s s io n  is n o  lo n g e r  e n o u g h . C a p ita lis m  

h as  to  c o n s tru c t  a n d  im p o se  m o d e ls  o f  d e s ire , a n d  its s u rv iv a l d e p e n d s  on its 

su c c e ss  in g e tt in g  th em  in te r io r iz e d  b y  th e  m asse s  it e x p lo its . E v e r y  in d i-  

v id u a l, th erefo re , m u st h a v e  an  in d iv id u a l c h ild h o o d , s e x u a l s itu a tio n , 

r e la tio n s h ip  to  k n o vv led g e, an  in d iv id u a l id e a  o f lo v e , lo y a lty , d e a th  a n d  so on . 

C a p it a lis t  p r o d u c t io n  r e la tio n s  d o  n o t m e r e ly  a p p ly  to la r g e -s c a le  so c ia l 

fo r m a tio n s , b u t a re  vvorkin g  to m o u ld  th e  r ig h t k in d  o f  p r o d u c in g -c o n s u m in g  

in d iv id u a l fro m  th e  c ra d le  on vvard s. T h e  m o le c u la r iz a t io n  o f  th e  p ro cesses  o f  

re p re s s io n , a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  th e  n eed  fo r a m ic ro -p o lit ic s  o f  d e s ire , a re



r e la te d  n o t to  a n y  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  id e a s , b u t to a  tra n s fb rm a tio n  o f  m a te r ia l 

p r o c e s se s , a  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  a li fo rm s o f  p r o d u c tio n , b e  it so c ia l 

p r o d u c tio n  o r  d e s ire  p r o d u c tio n .

L a c k in g  m o d e ls  th a t  h a v e  b e en  tr ıe d  a n d  te ste d , a n d  g iv e n  th e  u n s u ita b ility  

o f  th e o ld  f o r m u l a e - o f  fa sc ism , S ta lin is m  a n d  p e rh a p s  e v e n  so c ia l d e m o c ra c y  

-- c a p ita lis m  h a s  to  seek  w ith in  i t s e l f  fo r  n e w  fo r m u la e  o f  to ta lita r ia n ism . 

U n le s s  a n d  u n til it fin d s th em , it  w ill b e  a t the m e r c y  o f  m o v e m e n ts  o n  a li 

k in d s o f  fro n ts  th a t  it c a n n o t  fo resee  (vvild cat strik e s, c a m p a ig n s  fo r self- 

m a n a g e m e n t, th e  s tr u g g le s  o f  im m ig r a n ts  o r  ra c ia l m in o r itie s , su b v e rs io n  in 

sc h o o ls , p r iso n s  o r  m e n ta l h o s p ita ls , th e  b a tt le  fo r s e x u a l free d o m  a n d  so  o n ). 

T h is  nevv s itu a t io n , vvhen th ere  a re  n o  lo n g e r  g r e a t  h o m o g e n e o u s  s o c ia l b lo cs  

vvhose a c t iv ity  c a n  e a s ily  b e  c h a n n e lle d  tovvards p u r e ly  e c o n o m ic  a im s, vvill 

n a tu r a lly  e v o k e  a  m o re  v a r ie d  a n d  in te n s e  b a c k la s h  o f  re p r e s s iv e  re sp o n ses . 

A s  vvell as th e  fa s c is m  o f  c o n c e n tr a t io n  c a m p s  (an d  th ese  stili e x ist in  m a n y  

c o u n tr ie s ) ,5 nevv fo rm s o f  m o le c u la r  fa s c is m  a re  d e v e lo p in g : th e  c re m a to r ia  o f  

B e lse n  ca n  b e  s a t is fa c to r ily  r e p la c e d  vvith th e  sm a ll fu r n a c e s  o f  th e  fa m ily , the 

s c h o o l, ra c is m , g h e tto e s  o f  a li so rts . A l i  ö v e r  the vvorld  the to ta lita r ia n  

m a c h in e  is e x p e r im e n tin g  to fin d  th e  s tru c tu r e s  b est su ite d  to  th e  s itu a tio n , in 

o th e r  w o rd s , b e st fitte d  to  c a p tu r e  d e s ir e  a n d  h a rn e ss  it  to  th e  p ro fit e co n o m y . 

O n c e  a n d  for a li vve m u st re fu se  to b e  ta k e n  in  b y  s u c h  s lo g a n s  as ‘ F a s c is m  vvill 

n o t h a p p e n  a g a in ’ -  it a lr e a d y  h a s  h a p p e n e d , a n d  is stili h a p p e n in g . It 

in filtr a te s  th r o u g h  e v e n  o u r  m o st in tr ic a te  d e fe n c e s , a n d  c o n tin u e s  to  c h a n g e  

a n d  d e v e lo p . I t  a p p e a r s  to  c o m e  fro m  o u ts id e , b u t its e n e r g y  co m es  from  the 

c o re  o fd e s ir e  vvithin e a c h  o n e  o f  us. In  a p p a r e n t ly  t r a n q u il s itu a tio n s , d isa s te r  

c a n  s tr ik e  fro m  o n e  d a y  to  th e  n e x t .6 F a s c is m , lik e  d es ire , is d iss e m in a te d  in 

fra g m e n ts  th r o u g h o u t  the so c ia l s p e c tr u m ; th e  fo rm  it  ta k e s  in  a n y  o n e  p la c e  

vvill d e p e n d  o n  th e  p r e v a i lin g  re la tio n s  o f  povver. I t  c a n  b e  s im u lta n e o u s ly  

d e s c r ib e d  a s  su p e r-p o v ve rfu l a n d  la u g h a b ly  w e a k .

In  th e  fin a l a n a ly s is , e v e r y th in g  d e p e n d s  o n  th e  c a p a c ity  o f  g ro u p s  o f  

h u m a n  b e in g s  to  b e c o m e  th e  p r o ta g o n is ts  o f  h is to ry , in  o th e r  vvords to  g o v e rn  

th e  m a te r ia l a n d  s o c ia l fo rces  a t  a li le v e ls  th a t  lea d  to  a  d e s ire  to  liv e  a n d  to  

c h a n g e  th e  vvorld.

5. O n e  o fp r e s e n t - d a y  c a p it a l is m ’s m a jö r  c o n c e r n s  is  to  d is c o v e r  s u ita b le  fo rm s  o f  to ta lita r ia n ism  

fo r th e T h ir d  W o r ld .

6 . A  d is a s te r  lik e  th e  C h i îe a n  s h o u ld  m a k e  us u n vv illin g  e v e r  a g a in  to Icn d  a n  e a r  to th e so o th in g  

vvords o f  so c ia l d e m o c r a ts . A f te r  a li,  A ile n d e  h im s e lf  d e s c r ib e d  th e  C h i le a n  a r m y  as  ‘ th e  trçost 

d e m o c r a ü c  in th e  vvo rld ’ ! A  m ii ita r y  m a c h in e  a s  s u c h , re g a rd le ss  o f  th e  p o lit ic a l  re g im e  o f  th e  

c o u n tr y  in  vvhich it o p e r a te s ,  is a lv v a y s  a  c r y s ta ll iz a t io n  o f  fa sc is t  d e s ire . T r o t s k y ’s  a r m y  w a s  

n o  e x c e p tio n ; n o r  w a s  M a o ’s; n o r  is C a s t r o ’s. T o  s a y  th is  is n o t to d e r o g a te  fro m  th e ir  re s p e c tiv e  

m e rits .



a c t u e l : H a s  th ere  e v e r  been  a t a n y  tim e  in th e  co u rse  o fh is to r y  a s tr o n g a n d  

la s tin g  lib e r a tio n  o f  d e s ire  -  a p a r t  fro m  sh o rt p e rio d s d u r in g  vvars or 

re v o lu tio n s  o r  fe s tiv a ls  o r m a ssa c re s?  O r  d o  y o u  b e lie v e  h is to ry  vvill co m e  to  

an  e n d  in  so m e  fin a l re v o lu tio n  th a t  vvill l ib e ra te  d e s ire  o n c e  a n d  for ali?

f e u x  g u a t t a r i ;  N e ith e r . I d o n ’ t b e iie v e  in  th e  en d -o f-h isto r y , or in  tem -  

p o r a r y  o u tb u r s ts . E v e r y  c iv iliz a t io n  e x p e r ie n c e s  its o w n  h is to ry  c o m in g  to 

an  e n d , a n d  it is n o t n e c e s s a r ily  e ith e r  c o n c lu s iv e  o r l ib e r a tin g . A s  fo r y o u r  

o u tb u r s ts , y o u r  s a tu r n a lia s , th ey  d o n ’ t c o n v in c e  m e e ith e r . S o m e  a c tiv e  

re v o lu tio n a r ie s  vvith an  o v erp o v v e rin g  se n se  o f  re s p o n s ib ility  s a y  th at ‘excess- 

es m a y  o c c u r  “ in th e  first s ta g e s ”  o f  th e  re v o lu tio n , b u t it is e sse n tia l to m o ve  

on fro m  th a t  to  s e r io u s  m a tte rs , to  o rg a n iz a t io n  a n d  r e -e d u c a tio n ’ . W e  k n o w  

q u ite  vvell vvhere th a t e n d s  -  in S ib e r ia n  la b o u r  ca m p s! O n c e  a g a in  vve are  

b a c k  to th e  o ld  p r o g ra m m e : s e tt in g  u p  a v a n g u a r d  fo r th e  p u rp o s e  o fe ffe c tin g  

s y n th e s e s , o f  b u ild in g  u p  a  p a r ty  as a n  e m b r y o n ic  S ta te  a p p a r a tu s , c re a m in g  

o f f t h e  e d u c a te d  vvo rk in g  c la ss; vvhat is le ft is th en  the Lumpenproletariat, vvho 

are  n o t to  b e  tru s te d . E s ta b lis h in g  su c h  d is t in c tio n s  is a  vvay o f  tr a p p in g  d es ire  

to th e  s e r v ic e  o f  a  b u r e a u c r a t ic  c a s te . A s  M ic h e l F o u c a u lt  h as shovvn, the 

d is t in c tio n  betvveen th e  ‘ p r o le ta r ia n  v a n g u a r d ’ a n d  th e  ‘ n o n -p ro le ta r ia n iz e d  

p le b s ’ vvas in tr o d u c e d  b y  the P a r ty  o r  a  S ta te  a p p a r a tu s  in  o r d e r  to u n le a sh  

th e  a c tio n  o f  th e  m a sse s . D e m a n d in g  a b e tte r  le g a l fram evvork, fo r in sta n c e , is 

lik e  a s k in g  for g o o d  ju d g e s , g o o d  c o p s , g o o d  b o sses -  a b o u rg e o is ie  to  stifle  

e v e ry  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  se lf-e x p re ss io n  b y  the m a sse s , to m arginaliıt d es ire , 

E v e r y th in g  co m es  b a c k  to the p r o b le m  o f  S ta te  povver. ‘ I t vvould  be c r a z y  to 

e x p e c t  F ra n c e  to k e e p  it s e lf  in o r d e r ’ -  a n d  so on . W e  a re  a sk e d , fo r in sta n c e , 

hovv vve p ro p o s e  to u n ify  s tru g g le s  on  s p e c if ic  p o in ts  vvith out a  P a rty . H ovv is 

th e  m a c h in e  to  be ru n  vvith ou t a  S ta te  a p p a ra tu s ?  O f  c o u rse  th e  re v o lu tio n  

re q u ire s  a w a r  m a c h in e , b u t th at is b y  n o  m ea n s  the sa m e  th in g  as a S ta te  

a p p a r a tu s . O f  c o u rs e  it re q u ire s  so m e  a u th o r ita t iv e  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  p e o p le ’s 

d es ire s , b u t  th a t  d o e s  n o t m ea n  a n  e x te rn a l s y n th e s iz in g  a p p a r a tu s . F o r  

d e s ire  to be lib e ra te d  m ea n s th a t d e s ire  e m e rg e s  from  th e d e a d  en d  o f  p r iv a te  

in d iv id u a l p h a n ta s ie s :  it is n o t a q u e s tio n  o f  a d a p tin g  it, s o c ia liz in g  it o r  

d is c ip lin in g  it, b u t  r a th e r  o f  e n g a g in g  it in su c h  a  vvay th a t its  d e v e lo p m e n t is 

n o t b r o u g h t  to  a h a lr  in  a n im p e n e tr a b le  s o d a )  b o d y , b u t  o p e n s o u t in to  a 

c o lle c t iv e  u tte r a n c e . W h a t  is im p o rta n t  is n o t an  a u th o r ita r ia n  u n ific a tio n , 

b u t  a k in d  o f  in fin ite  sv va rm in g  o f  d e s ir in g  m a c h in e s  -  in s c h o o ls , fa c to rie s , 

n e ig h b o u r h o o d s , in d a y  n u rse rie s , in  p r iso n s , everyvvh ere. I t  is n o t a q u es tio n  

o f  tr im m in g  o r  to ta liz in g  a li th ese  v a r io u s  p a r tia l m o v e m e n ts , b u t o fc o n n e c t-  

in g  th em  to g e th e r  o n  th e  o n e  stem . A s  lo n g  as vve see o u rs e lv e s  h a v in g  to

7. E x tr a c t  fro m  a n  in te i 'v ie w  w itb  Acluel^ in a  s p e c ia i n u m b e r  en ritied  ‘C ’ est d e m a in  la veiH e’ , la te  

1972.



ch o o s e  betvveen  either th e  im p o te n t s p o n ta n e is m  o f  th e  m asse s  or the 

b u r e a u c r a t ic  a n d  h ie r a r c h ic a l e n c o d in g  o f  a p a r ty  o r g a n iz a t io n , th en  a li 

‘ lıb e ra tio n  m o v e m e n ts ’ o f  d e s ire  vvill fin d  th em se lv e s  tak e n  ö v e r , o r e n c irc le d  

a n d  m a r g in a liz e d .

a .: Is it  y o u r  v ievv th a t  id e o lo g ic a l a rg u m e n ts  b y  d efm itio n  c o n c e a l co n flic ts  o f  

d esire?

f . g . : In  tra d it io n a l p o lit ic a l s tr u c tu r e s , vve alvvays fin d  th e  sa m e  o ld  s tra -  

tag em : th e  g r e a t  id e o lo g ic a l d e b a te  ta k e s  p la c e  in  th e  p le n a r y  sessio n s , vvhile 

p r o b le m s  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n  a re  r e le g a te d  to th e  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  d e a lt  vvith b y  

s p e c ia liz e d  co m m is s io n s . T h e y  a re  re p r e s e n te d  as s e c o n d a ry  b y  c o m p a r iso n  

vvith p o lit ic a l d ec is io n s . R e a lly , h o vvever, th e  o p p o s ite  is th e  ca se : th e  re a l 

p r o b le m s  fa r m o re  o ften  r e la te  to  q u e s tio n s  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n  th a t  are  n e v e r  

a c tu a lly  s ta te d  in so  m a n y  vvords, b u t a re  ‘ p r o je c te d ’ in  id e o lo g ic a l term s. T h e  

fa c t o f  th e  m a tte r  is  th a t  it is  h e re  th a t  th e  re a l c le a v a g e  o c c u r s  -  at th e  le v e l o f  

the re la tio n  betvveen d e s ire  a n d  povver, a t th e  le v e l o f  c a th e x e s , o f  g r o u p  

O e d ip u s  c o m p le x e s , g r o u p  ‘s u p e r -e g o s ’ , o f  a li th e  e ffects  o f  b u r e a u c ra t ic  

c o rr u p tio n . O n ly  fo llovvin g th is d o  p o lit ic a l  d iffe re n ce s  b e c o m e  e sta b lis h e d : 

a p e rso n  o p ts  fo r o n e  a lte r n a t iv e  r a th e r  th a n  a n o th e r  b e c a u s e , o n  th e  le v e l 

o f  o r g a n iz a t io n  a n d  o f  povver, h e h as  a lr e a d y  u n c o n s c io u s ly  ch o sen  h is 

o p p o n e n t.

a .: L e t ’s tak e  a c o n c r e te  e x a m p le  — T r o t s k y  is t g ro u p u s c u le s . W h a t  c o n flic t  o f  

d es ire  is a t  issu e  h ere? F o r  a li th e ir  p o lit ic a l  d is a g re e m e n ts , e a c h  g ro u p  seem s 

to p r o v id e  its m e m b e rs  vvith th e  s a m e  th in g s: a  h ie ra r c h y  th a t  m a k e s  th em  feel 

s e cu re , a  so lid  s o c ia l c o n te x t, a  s a t is fa c to r y  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  vvorld. I c a n ’ t 

see a n y  d iffe re n c e .

f . g .: W e ll,  a s s u m in g  th a t a n y  r e s e m b la n c e  to a n y  e x is t in g  g r o u p  is p u re ly  

c o in c id e n ta l, le t  us im a g in e  th a t o n e  s u c h  g r o u p  s ta rts  o f f b y  d e fin in g  it s e lf  b y  

its fid e lity  to th e  p o s itio n s  o f  th e  c o m m u n is t  le ft as fixed  a t th e  tim e o f  the 

se tt in g -u p  o f  th e  T h ir d  In te r n a t io n a l. T h is  in v o lv e s  a vvhole set o f  a x io m s, 

e ven  d o w n  to  th e  r ig h t  w a y  to  p r o n o u n c e  ce rta in  vvords a n d  th e  r ig h t g e stu re s  

to m a k e  vvhen o n e  uses th em , as vvell a s  o rg a n iz a t io n a l s tru c tu re s , vievvs o f  

h o w  to b e h a v e  tovvards o n e ’s a llie s , ‘ c e n tr is ts ’ , ‘ r e v is io n is ts ’ a n d  so  on . A li  th is 

can  c o rr e s p o n d  to  a ce rta in  O e d ip a liz in g  im a g e , a n  in ta n g ib le  a n d  re a ssu r in g  

u n iv e rse  lik e  th e  vvorld  o f  th e  o b s e s s io n a l vvho b e c o m e s  h e lp le s s  i f  a  s in g le  

fa m ilia r  o b je c t  is m o v e d  fro m  its u s u a l p la c e . T h r o u g h o u t  th is  id e n tif ic a tio n  

vvith r e c u rre n t fig u r e s  a n d  im a g e s , vvhat is  b e in g  s o u g h t is a  k in d  o f  e ffectiv e- 

ness s im ila r  to  th a t  o f  S ta lin is m  -  b u t, p r e c is e ly , uıithout th e  id e o lo g y . In  o th e r  

cases, th e  g e n e ra l fram evvo rk  o f  m e th o d  is p res erv e d , b u t th e  g r o u p  try  to 

a d a p t th e m se lv e s  to  it: ‘T h o u g h  i t ’s stili th e  sa m e  e n e m y , c o m ra d e s , co n d i-  

tions h a v e  c e r ta in ly  c h a n g e d .’ In  s u c h  in sta n c e s , the g r o u p  is fa r  m o re  o p e n .



T h e y  h a v e  m a d e  a  c o m p ro m is e , r e c t ify in g  th e  first im a g e  vvhile k e e p in g  its 

s tru c tu re  e s s e n tia lly  in ta c t;  nevv id e a s  h a v e  been  in tr o d u c e d , b u t th ey  c o e x is t  

vvith th e  o ld  o n es. T h e r e  a re  m o re  m e e tin g s , m o re  s tu d y  co u rse s, an d  m o re  

in te r fe re n c e  fro m  o u ts id e  as w e ll. In  th is ty p e  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  d es ire , d e s p ıte  

the vvill to c h a n g e , th ere  re m a in s , to  p a r a p h r a s e  Z a z ie ,  a  w is h  to sh it o n  the 

m ilita n ts . W h e n  o n e  g e ts  d o w n  to th e  b a s ic  p r o b le m s , a li th ese  g r o u p s , it is 

tru e , vvill s a y  m o re  o r less th e  s a m e  th in g . B u t  th e ir  s ty le s  a re  r a d ic a lly  

d iffe re n t -  hovv th ey  d e fin e  th e ir  le a d e rs  o r th e ir  p r o p a g a n d a , h o w  th ey  

u n d e rs ta n d  th e  d is c ip lin e , lo y a lty , se lf-e ffa c in g n e ss  o r a s c e tic ism  o f  the 

m ilita n t. It is im p o s s ib le  to  g r a s p  th ese  k ey  p o in ts  vvith ou t s tu d y in g  in so m e  

d e p th  th e  vvay th e  d e s ire  o f  th ese  so c ia l m a c h in e s  o p e ra te s . F r o m a n a r c h is ts  to 

M a o is ts  th e  s p e c tru m  is v e r y  b ro a d  b o th  p o lit ic a lly  a n d  a n a ly t ic a lly  sp e a k - 

in g . A n d  a li th is is to s a y  n o th in g  o f  th e  n u m b e rs  o f  p e o p le  w h o  a re  in c o n ta c t  

vvith su c h  g r o u p s  vvith out r e a lly  k n o vvin g  vvh eth er to  o p t fo r ie ftist a c tiv is m , 

tra d e -u n io n  a c tio n , in s u r r e c tio n , v v a it in g a n d  se e in g , o r  in d iffe re n ce .

I t is n e c e s s a r y  to d e s c r ib e  th e  p r e c is e  ro le  o f  th ese  m a c h in e s  for s t iflin g  

d e s ire  -  vvhich is w h a t  a li th ese  s p lin te r  g ro u p s  a re  as th ey  g r in d  a n d  sift. T h e  

d ile m m a  is vvh eth er to let o u rs e lv e s  b e  b ro k e n  b y  th e  so c ia l s y ste m , or to 

b e c o m e  p a rt  o f  th e  e x is t in g  fa b r ic  o f  th ese  little  c h u r c h e s . In  th is re sp ec t, M a y  

1968 vvas an a m a z in g  re v e la tio n . T h e  povver o f  c o lle c t iv e  d e s ire  b e c a m e  so  

in te n s e  as to  throvv u p  ali so rts  o f  left s p lin te r  g ro u p s. B u t  th e y  c a m e  to la m e n t 

th e ir  erro rs, a n d  h e lp e d  in th e ir  v a r io u s  w a y s  to re sto re  o r d e r  a lo n g sid e  a li the 

o th e r  re p r e s s iv e  fo rces -  th e  C G T ,  th e  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  o r  E d g a r  F a u re . I d o  

n o t s a y  th is to  b e  p r o v o c a t iv e . T h e r e  is n o  d e n y in g  th a t th e  r e v o lu tio n a rie s  

fo u g h t b r a v e ly  a g a in s t  th e  p o liç e . B u t  th e  m o m e n t vve le a v e  th e  sp h e re  o f  th e  

s tr u g g le  o f  in te re s ts  to c o n s id e r  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  d e s ire , vve h a v e  to  re c o g n iz e  

th a t th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  a n u m b e r  o f  left sp lin te r  g ro u p s  a p p r o a c h e d  the y o u n g  

in a s p ir it  o f  re p r e s s io n , in o rd e r  to  c o n ta in  a n d  c a n a liz e  th e  d es ire  th a t h ad  

b een  set free.
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In  th e  la r g e r  s o c ia l fie ld , h o m o s e x u a l g ro u p s  fu n c tio n  r a th e r  lik e  m o v e m e n ts  

o r  se c ts , vvith th e ir  sp e c ia l c e r e m o n ia ls , th e ir  in it ia t io n  r ite s  a n d  vvhat R e n e  

N e lli  vvould  c a li  th e ir  lo v in g  m y th s . D e s p ite  th e  a d v e n t  o f  g ro u p s  o f  a  m o re  o r 

less c o r p o r a t is t  n a tu r e , lik e  A r c a d ie ,  h o m o s e x u a lity  is stili tied  to  th e  v a lu e s  

a n d  s y s te m s  o f  in te r a c t io n  o f  th e  d o m in a n t  s e x u a lity . i t s  d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  

h e te r o s e x u a l n o rm s  c a n  b e  se e n  in  its  p o lic y  o f  s e c re c y , o f  c o n c e a lm e n t -  d u e  

p a r t ly  to  r e p r e s s io n  a n d  p a r t ly  to  th e  se n se  o f  s h a m e  vvhich stili p r e v a ils  in  th e  

‘r e s p e c ta b le ’ c irc le s  (e s p e c ia lly  o f  b u sin e s s , lite r a tü r e  a n d  e n te r ta in m e n t)  

ö v e r  vvh ich  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  novv r u le s  su p re m e . T h e  n o rm a lity  it d ic ta te s  is a 

k in d  o f  s e c o n d -d e g r e e  n o r m a lity  -  n o  lo n g e r  m o ra l in  c h a r a c te r , b u t  s c ie n tific . 

H o m o s e x u a lity  is n o  lo n g e r  a  q u e s tio n  o f  s in , b u t  o f  p e rv e rs io n . I t  h as  b e c o m e  

an  illn e ss , a  s ig n  o f  a rre ste d  d e v e lo p m e n t, a  fix a tio n  a t  a  p r e -g e n ita l s ta g e , ete.

A t  a  d iffe re n t  le v e l, a m o n g  a n  a v a n t- g a r d e  m in o r ity , vve fin d  m ilita n t  

h o m o s e x u a lity  in th e  v a r io u s  g a y  lib e r a t io n  m o v e m e n ts . H o m o s e x u a ls  co n - 

test h e te r o s e x u a l povver ö v e r  th e ir  l iv e s . I t  th en  b e c o m e s  a  m a tte r  o f  h e te ro -  

s e x u a lity ’s h a v in g  to  e x p la in  itse lf; th e  p r o b le m  is d is p la c e d , a n d  p h a llo c r a t ic  

povver in  g e n e r a l co m es  in to  q u e s tio n . In  th e o ry  th ere  is a t  th is p o in t  a 

p o s s ib ility  o f  fe m in is t  a n d  h o m o s e x u a l a c tio n  m e rg in g .

H o v ve v er, o n e  h a s  to  d is t in g u is h  a  th ird , m o re  molecular, le v e l, a t  vvhich 

c a te g o r ie s  a n d  g r o u p s  a n d  ‘ s p e c ia lit ie s ’ a r e  n o  lo n g e r  d iffe re n tia te d  in  th e  

sa m e  w a y , th e r e  a re  n o  c le a r -c u t  o p p o s it io n s  betvveen  o n e  ty p e  o f  p e rso n  a n d  

a n o th e r  -  b u t  r a th e r  a n  e ffo rt to  fin d  p o in ts  in  c o m m o n  a m o n g  th em , b e  th ey  

h o m o s e x u a ls , tr a n s v e s tite s , d r u g - a d d ic ts , s a d o -m a s o c h is ts  o r  p ro stitu te s ; be 

th ey  w o m e n , m e n , c h ild re n  o r  a d o le s c e n ts ;  b e  th e y  p s y c h o tic s , a rtis ts  o r 

r e v o lu tio n a rie s . A n d  th ere  a re  p o in ts  in  c o m m o n  a m o n g  a li s e x u a l m in o ritie s , 

so lo n g  as o n e  b e a rs  in  m in d  th a t  every c a te g o r y  is a  m in o r ity . A t  th is  m o le c u la r  

le v e l, vve c o m e  u p o n  so m e  fa s c in a t in g  p a r a d o x e s . F o r  in s ta n c e , it  c a n  b e  sa id  

b o th  ( i )  th a t  a li fo rm s o f  s e x u a lity  a n d  a li fo rm s o f  s e x u a l a c tiv ity  fu n - 

d a m e n ta lly  e x is t  a lo n g s id e  a n y  in d iv id u a l d iffe re n c e s  betvveen h o m o  a n d  

h etero , a n d  (2) th a t  th e y  a re , n o n e  th e  le ss , n e a re r  to  h o m o s e x u a lity  a n d  vvhat 

m a y  b e  c a lle d  fe m in in e  b e c o m in g .

[. E x tr a c ts  fro m  a n  in te r v ie w  vvith C h r is t ia n  D e s c a m p s  in  L a  Quinzaine litteraire, A u g u s t  19 7 5 , 

no. 2 15 .



A t  the le v e l o f  th e  so c ia l b o d y  as a  vvhole, the lib id o  is in fa c t c a u g h t  u p  in  

th e  tw o  sy s te m s  o f  o p p o s i t io n -  o f  c la ss  a n d  o fs e x . It is seen  as b e in g  m a le  an d  

p h a llo c r a t ic , a n d  as c r e a t in g  a  d u a lity  in a li v a lu e s: o p p o s in g  s tro n g  to w e a k , 

rich  to  p o o r , u se fu l to  u se le ss , c le a n  to  d ir ty  a n d  so  on .

A t  th e  le v e l o f  the se x e d  b o d y , hovvever, it  is c a u g h t  u p  in a fe m a le  

b e c o m in g . O r ,  to  be m o re  p r e c is e , b e c o m in g  a w o m a n  p r o v id e s  a  p o in t o f  

re fe re n ce , o r  p o s s ib ly  a p r o je c tio n  sc re e n , for o th e r  fo rm s o f  b e c o m in g  (for 

in sta n c e , b e c o m in g  a ch ild  as w ith  S c h u m a n n , b e c o m in g  an  a n im a l as vvith 

K a fk a , b e c o m in g  a v e g e ta b le  a s  vvith N o v a lis , b e c o m in g  a  m in e ra l as vvith 

B e c k e tt) .

F e m in in e  b e c o m in g  c a n  p la y  th is  k in d  o f  in te r m e d ia r y  ro le  in re la tio n  to 

o th e r  se x u a l d e v e lo p m e n ts  b e c a u s e  it is n o t too  fa r  re m o v e d  from  th e  d u a lism  

o f  p h a llic  povver. T o  u n d e rs ta n d  h o m o s e x u a ls  b e tte r , vve teli o u rse lv e s  th at 

th ey  a re  so m evvh at ‘ lik e  vvo m en ’ , a n d  e ven  so m e  h o m o s e x u a ls  jo in  in this 

c o n v e n tio n  to h e lp  n o r m a liz e  th e ir  s itu a tio n . T h e  fe m in in e -p a s s iv e / m a s c u -  

lin e -a c t iv e  c o u p le  th u s re m a in s  a  k in d  o f  o b lig a to r y  m o d e l, d ic ta te d  b y 

a u th o r ity , to e n a b le  it to s itu a te , lo c a liz e , te r r ito r ia liz e  a n d  c o n tro l the 

in te n s itie s  o f  d es ire . O u ts id e  th is  e x c lu s iv e  b i-p o la r ity  th e re  is n o s a lv a tio n , or 

r a th e r  th ere  is a  d e s c e n t in to  m ea n in g le s s n e s s , a  tr ip  to  p r iso n , to  h o sp ita l, 

p e rh a p s  to th e  p s y c h o a n a ly s t . E v e n  d e v ia n c e , e v e n  a li the v a r io u s  fo rm s o f  

m a r g in a lis m  h a v e  to be e n c o d e d  in  o r d e r  to fu n c tio n  as s a fe ty  v a lv e s . T h e  fa c t 

is th a t vvom en a r e  th e  o n ly  a u th o r iz e d  re p o s ito rie s  o f  th e  p ro ces s  o f  b e c o m in g  

a  se x e d  b o d y . I f  a  m an  b re ak s  avvay fro m  th e p h a llic  ra t  ra c e  in h e r e n t in  a li 

povver fo r m a tio n s , h e  vvill b e c o m e  in v o lv e d  in  v a r io u s  p o s s ib le  vvays in  this 

so rt o f  fe m in in e  b e c o m in g . O n ly  th en  c a n  h e  g o  on  to  b e c o m in g  a n im a l, 

co sm o s, vvords, c o lo u r , m u sic .

In  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  c a se , th en , h o m o s e x u a lity  is in s e p a r a b le  fro m  a 

fe m in in e  b e c o m in g  -  e v e n  h o m o s e x u a lity  th a t is n o t O e d ip u s -o r ie n ta te d  o r  

p e r s o n o lo g ic a l. T h e  sa m e  c a n  be s a id  o f  th e  s e x u a lity  o f  c h ild re n , o f  p sy c h o - 

tics, o fp o e ts  (n o te  the c o in c id e n c e  in  G in s b e rg , fo r in s ta n c e , o f a  fu n d a m e n ta l 

p o e tic  m u ta tio n  a n d  a  s e x u a l m u ta t io n ) . M o r e  g e n e r a lly , th en , e v e ry  ‘d issi- 

d e n t ’ o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  l ib id o  n e c e s s a r ily  m ak es c o m m o n  ca u se  vvith th e  

fe m in in e  b o d y  in its b e c o m in g , a s  a n  e s c a p e  ro u te  fro m  th e  re p res s iv e  so c ia l 

s tru c tu re , a s  a  p o s s ib le  ro u te  to  a  ‘m in im u m ’ o f  s e x u a l b e c o m in g , a n d  as the 

la st life -b u o y  to  c lin g  to  fo r s a fe ty  fro m  th e e s ta b lis h e d  o rd e r. I s tress th is 

p o in t p a r t ic u la r ly ,  b e c a u s e  th e  b e c o m in g  o f  th e  fe m a le  b o d y  m u st n o t b e  

co n fu se d  vvith th e  c a te g o r y  o f  vvom an  as co n sid e re d  in m a rr ia g e , the fa m ily  

a n d  so  o n . T h is  k in d  o f  c a te g o ry  c a n  o n ly  e x ist vvithin th e  p a r t ic u la r  so c ia l 

fie ld  th a t d efin e s  it, in a n y  ca se . V V om an as su ch  d o e s  n o t e x is t  at a li. T h e r e  is 

n o  a b s o lu te  m o th e rh o o d , n o  e te rn a l fe m in in e . T h e  d iffe re n c e  betvveen m en  

a n d  vvom en is e v e n  m o re  n e c e s s a r y  a s  a  fo u n d a tio n  o f  o u r  so c ia l o rd e r  th an  

d is t in c tio n s  o f  c la s s  o r  c a s te  o r  a n y th in g  e lse. C o n v e r s e ly , a n y th in g  th a t



B e c o m in g  a  W o m a n  235

in fr in g e s  th e  n o rm s , th a t  b r e a k s  vvith th e  e s ta b lis h e d  o rd e r , is in  so m e  w a y  

r e la te d  to a n im a l b e c o m in g , fe m in in e  b e c o m in g  a n d  th e  re st. V V h erever th ere  

is a  s e m io t ic  s y ste m  b e in g  b ro k e n  d o w n , th ere  is a ls o  a  s e x u a liz a t io n  b e in g  

b ro k e n  d o w n . W e  s h o u ld  n o t, it se e m s to m e , d is c u s s  th e  p r o b le m  o f  

h o m o s e x u a l vvriters, b u t r a th e r  try  to d is c o v e r  th e  h o m o s e x u a l e le m e n t in  

e v e r y  g r e a t  w r ite r , e v e n  o n e  vvho is h e te ro s e x u a l in  o th e r  re sp ects .

I t  se e m s to  m e im p o r ta n t  to  d e s tr o y  s u c h  g ro ss  c o n c e p ts  as ‘vvo m an ’ , 

‘h o m o s e x u a P  a n d  so  o n . N o th in g  is e v e r  a s  s im p le  a s  th a t. W h e n  vve re d u c e  

p e o p le  to c a te g o r ie s  -  b la c k  o r  vvhite, m a le  o r  fe m a le  -  it is  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  o w n  

p r e c o n c e p tio n s , o u r  n e ed  to e n s u re  o u r  povver ö v e r  th em  b y  a  p ro c e s s  o f  

d u a liz in g r e d u c t io n . N o lo v e  c a n  e v e r  b e d e s c r ib e d  in  a u n iv o c a l vvay: P r o u s t ’s 

lo v e  vvas n e v e r  s p e c if ic a l ly  h o m o s e x u a l, b u t  alvvays in c lu d e d  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  

s c h iz o p h r e n ic  a n d  th e  p a r a n o ia c , a s  w e ll as a  p la n t  b e c o m in g , a  fe m in in e  

b e c o m in g , a  m u s ic  b e c o m in g .

A n o t h e r  o f  th o se  m a s s iv e  n ö tio n s  th a t h a v e  d o n e  in c a lc u la b le  h a rm  is th e  

n o tio n  o f  th e  o rg a s m . T h e  d o m in a n t  s e x u a l m o ra lity  d e m a n d s  th a t a  vvom an 

s h o u ld  h a v e  a  q u a s i-h y s te r ic a l id e n tif ic a t io n  o f  h e r p le a s u re  vvith h e r m a n ’s, 

th u s  e x p r e s s in g  s y m m e tr y , a n d  a  s u b m is s io n  to  h is  p h a llic  povver. T h e  

vvom an  ovoes h e r  o rg a s m  to  th e  m an : i f  sh e  ‘re fu s e s ’ h im , sh e  c o m m its  a  sin . 

W h a t  a lo t o f  d r a m a t ic  n o n se n se  is ta lk e d  o n  th is th em e! T o  s a y  n o th in g  o f  th e  

u n h e lp fu l s e n te n tio u s n e s s  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts  a n d  se x o lo g is ts  on  the s u b je c t. 

In  fa c t , it is q u ite  c o m m o n  to fin d  th a t  vvom en vvho fa il vvith m a s c u lin e  

p a rtn e rs  c a n  e a s ily  re a c h  o rg a s m  b y  m a s tu r b a t in g , o r  b y  m a k in g  lo v e  w ith  

a n o th e r  vvom an . B u t  vvhat a  s c a n d a l it vvould  b e  i f  th a t  c a m e  ou t!

L e t  us c o n s id e r  o n e  fin a l e x a m p le  -  th e  p r o s t itu te s ’ m o v e m e n t. A t  first 

e v e ry o n e , o r  a lm o s t  e v e ry o n e , vvas s a y in g , ‘B r a v o . T h e  p ro s titu te s  a re  q u ite  

r ig h t  to m a k e  a  s ta n d . B u t  o n e  m u st d is t in g u is h : p ro s titu te s  th e m se lv e s , fin e, 

b u t n o  o n e  m u s t  c o n d o n e  p im p in g .’ I t  vvas e x p la in e d  to  th e  p r o s titu te s  th at 

th ey  m u st d e fe n d  th e ir  in te re s ts , th a t  th e y  vvere b e in g  e x p lo ite d . T h e  a b s u r d -  

ity  o f  th is  m a k e s  o n e  g a s p . H ovv ca n  a n y o n e  e x p la in  a n y th in g  vvith out first 

fin d in g  o u t  vvhat g o e s  on  b etvveen  th e  p r o s titu te  a n d  h e r  p im p ?  T h e r e  is , o f  

co u rse , th e  th re e fo ld  r e la t io n s h ip  -  p r o s t itu te - p im p -m o n e y . B u t  th ere  is  a ls o  

a vvhole m ic ro -p o lit ic s  o f  d e s ire , o f  e n o rm o u s  c o m p le x ity , a t  vvork a m o n g  

th ese  th re e  e le m e n ts , to  s a y  n o th in g  o fv a r io u s  o th e r  c h a r a c te r s  s u c h  as c lie n ts  

a n d  th e  p o liç e . W e  c a n  s u r e ly  le a r n  a  lo t  a b o u t  th is  fro m  th e  p ro stitu te s  

th em se lv e s: r a th e r  th a n  p r o s e c u tin g  th e m , vve s h o u ld  d o  b e tte r  to s u b s id iz e  

th em  as vve d o  re s e a rc h  la b o ra to r ie s ! I m y s e lfa m  c o n v in c e d  th a t  i f  vve s tu d y  

this m ic ro -p o lit ic s  o f  p r o s titu tio n , vve sh a ll o n e  d a y  co m e  to  u n d e rs ta n d  vvhole 

nevv a r e a s  o f  th e  m ic ro -p o lit ic s  o f  m a r r ia g e  a n d  th e  fa m ily  -  e s p e c ia lly  th e  

m o n e y  r e la t io n s h ip  betvveen  h u s b a n d  a n d  vvife, p a re n ts  a n d  c h ild r e n  a n d , 

b e y o n d  th a t, betvveen p s y c h o a n a ly s t  a n d  c lie n t. ( I t  is a ls o  vvorth ta k in g  

a n o th e r  lo o k  a t  vvhat th e  a n a r c h is ts  o f  th e  e a r ly  ıg o o s  vvrote on  th e  s u b je c t.)



Millions and Millions of Potential Alices1

D a n g e r . VVatch o u t. T h e  s lig h te s t  d e v ia tio n  a n d  e v e r y th in g  vvill g o  u p  in 

s m o k e . A  s p e c ia lly  c lo se  w a tc h  m u st b e  k ep t on  th o se  u n s a v o u r y  little  g ro u p s  

vvhose vvords a n d  tu rn s o f  p h ra s e  a n d  a tt itu d e s  c o u ld  e a s ily  c o n ta m in a te  

w h o le  p o p u la t io n s . A b o v e  a li vve m u st n e u tr a liz e  a n y  w h o  h a v e  a n y  a c c e s s  to 

a  tr a n s m itte r . W h a t  vve vvant a re  g h e tto e s  -  a u to n o m o u s  i f  p o s s ib le  -  

m ic r o - G u la g s , as sm a ll as th e  fa m ily , th e  c o u p le , e v e n  th e  in d iv id u a l, so  th at 

e v e ry o n e  is r e s tr ic te d , d a y  a n d  n ig h t.

They talk, ohyes indeed, they talk ali the time. They emit signs, words,fragments o f  

signs, fragments o f  ıvords, a li trying to make us accept our roles -  son, wife, father, 

ıvorker, student -  to get us to sit up and heg, to be disciplined, obedient, hard-working . . .

Fear is deep-rooted in our daily lives - f e a r o f  the prison and the looney-bin, o f  the army, 

o f  unemployment, o f  the fa m ily , o f  sexism. Fear to ward o f f  desires, so as to reduce the 

daily round to the miserable state in uıhich church, fam ily  and state have alıvays kept it. 

B u t the class struggle is destroying domination in the voorkplace, sharing things is 

destroying the domination o f  isolation, desire is transforming the daily round. A n d  the 

ıvriting is movingfrom one order to another, rearranging them creatively and cutting across 

barriers.

The Desire o f  power o f  the discourse o f  W e  h a v e  to  s ta r t  h is to r ic a lly  vvith the

order, or the pouıer o f  desire against the cr is is  o f  th e  e x tr e m e  left in  I t a ly  a fte r

order o f  discourse . . . '9 7 2 ,  in p a r t ic u ia r  th a t  o f  o n e  o f  th e

The vieıopoint o f  autonomy tomards the liv e lie s t  g ro u p s  -  b o th  th e o r e tic a lly

mass media o f  communication was that a a n d  in  a c tio n : P o te r e  O p e r a io . O n e

hundred flomers should bloom, a hundred vvhole s e c to r  o f  th e  e x tr e m e  le ft vvas

radio stations should broadcast. . .  to  b e  d is p e r s e d  d u r in g  th a t  cr is is , b u t

The guerrilla war o f  information, the o n ly  in  o r d e r  to  a n im a te  m o v e m e n ts

organized disruption o f  the circulation o f  o f  re v o lt  in  v a r io u s  autonomie (an

news, the break in the relationship betvoeen I ta lia n  vvord fo r  p a r t ic u ia r  g ro u p s  o f

broadcasting and the making knoıvn o f  vvom en, y o u n g  p e o p le , h o m o s e x u a ls ,

fa cts  . . .  is to be fo u n d  ıvithin the general e te .) . T h e r e  th en  c a m e  in to  b e in g  a

i . R a d io  A lic e ,  a  fre e  r a d io  s ta t io n  in  B o lo g n a , vvas b a n n e d  a fte r  th e  e v e n ts  o f  M a r c h  19 7 7  in  I ta ly . 

T h is  e s sa y  vvas p u b lis h e d  a s  a n  İm r o d u c t io n  to th e  F re n c h  t ra n s la t io n  o f  a  b o o k  o n  th e su b je c t, 

RadiO'Alice, radio libre, e t .J .  P . D e la r g e , 19 77 .



struggle against the organization and 

domination o f  ıvork . . .

The inlerruption and subversion o f  the 

fluxes o f  production and the transmission o f  

the signs given by authorıty represent afield  

o f  direct action . . .

n u m b e r  o f  p o lit ic a l-c u m -c u ltu r a l 

g ro u p s , lik e  th e  G a t t o  S e lv a g g io  

( W ild  C a t )  g r o u p  in B o lo g n a , vvhich 

la u n c h e d  R a d io  A l ic e  in  1974 .

A ft e r  th e  d is p e r s a l p h a s e , th ere  

vvas a  nevv p r o c e s s  o f  re a s s e m b lin g  

th e  movement (a n o th e r  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  

vvord in  th e  nevv I ta l ia n  v o c a b u la r y :  

R a d io  A l ic e  vvas a  s ta tio n  in  th e  move­

ment) .

A ft e r  th e  s u p p r e s s io n  o f  th e  S ta te  

m o n o p o ly , m a sse s  o f  in d e p e n d e n t 

sta tio n s  vvere to  d e v e lo p , fro m  th e  

m o st e x tr e m e  le ft  to  th e  fa r  r ig h t, 

o r  as m o u th p ie c e s  fo r p a r t ic u la r  

g ro u p s .

V Vhat vvas u n iq u e  a b o u t  A lic e  vvas 

th a t  it  vvent b e y o n d  vvhat vve m a y  c a li 

th e  p u r e ly  ‘ s o c io lo g ic a l ’ n a tu r e  o f  th e  

o th e r s , b e c o m in g  a  p r o je c t  in  its  ovvn 

r ig h t.

R a d io  A lic e  e n te re d  th e  e y e  o f  

th e  c u ltu r a l s to rm  -  s u b v e r t in g  th e  

la n g u a g e , p r o d u c in g  a  p a p e r  c a lle d  

A/traverso, b u t  a ls o  b e in g  d ir e c t ly  

c a u g h t  u p  in  th e  p o lit ic a l  a c tio n  it 

s o u g h t  to ‘ t r a n s v e r s a liz e ’ .

A lic e ,  A/traverso, r iv is ta  p e r  l ’a u to n o m ia , Potere Operaio, Rosso, g io r n a le  n e l 

m o v im e n t o -  c o lle c t iv e  u tte r a n c e  a c tu a lly  b e in g  p r o d u c e d : th e o ry  -  te ch n o l-  

o g y  -  p o e tr y  -  im a g in a t io n  -  s lo g a n s  -  g ro u p s  -  se x  -  s o litu d e  -  jo y  -  d e s p a ir

-  h is to r y  -  m e a n in g  -  n o n se n se .

The true uoork o f  art is the infinite body o f  man moving through ali the incredible 

mutations o f  any one lifetime.

S to p  th e  b la c k m a il  o fp o v e r t y .  V a lu e  o f  d e s i r e - v a l u e  in  u s e - l a b o u r  v a lu e . 

V V o rkin g -cla ss a r is to c r a c y  a n d  Lumpenproletariat . . . VVhat p o v e rty p  W h a t  

vvork? T i m e  m u s t  b e  r e a p p r o p r ia te d . I t  is o u r  r ig h t to  fo r g e t vvhat tim e  it  is.

‘ I vvas ly in g  o n  m y  b e d .’

‘T h a t ’s r ig h t , c o m ra d e . Y o u ’re  tired  a n d  y o u ’v e  a  r ig h t  to  r e s t . .

‘ I vvasn ’t r e s t i n g -  I vvas r e a d in g .’



‘Q u ite  r ıg h t, c o m r a d e . Y o u ’ re r e a d in g  to  ra ise  y o u r  le v e l o fa v v a re n e ss  a n d  

p r e p a re  y o u r s e lf fo r  fu rth e r  s tru g g le s  . .

‘ I d o n ’ t k n o w . M a y b e . I vvas r e a d in g  D ia b o lik  . .

N o more o f  the blackmail o f  poverty, the discipline o f  work, the hierarchical order, 

sacrijke,patriotism , the general good. A l i  this has been silencing the voice o f  the body. A li  

our time has alvoays been devoted to morking, eight hours’ ıvork, two hours getting there 

and back, then relaxing över television and fam ily  supper. /İs f a r  as the poliçe and the lam 

are concerned anything outside this routiııe is depraved.

A lic e . A  ra d io  e s c a p e  lin e . A  w h o le  e n g a g e m e n t o f  th e o r y  -  life -  p r a x is  -  

g r o u p  -  se x  -  so litu d e  -  m a c h in e  -  a ffe ctio n  -  c a re s s in g . N o  m o re  o f  the 

b la c k m a il  o f ‘ s c ie n tific ’ c o n c e p ts . ‘ O r g a n ic  in te lle c tu a ls ’ a re  th e  b u re a u c r a ts  

o f  id e a s. Y o u  k n o w , th e  s e m io lo g ic a l b a tt le . O f  co u rse , b u t th is  b u sin ess  is 

r a th e r  lik e  N a n te r r e  in  ’68 vvith s o c io lo g y , o r U lm  vvith e p is te m o lo g y , o r S t 

A n n e  vvith p s y c h o a n a ly s is  . . . L e t ’s re -re a d  M a r x , F r e u d , L e n in , G r a m s c i. 

P e r h a p s  . . . b u t  th ere  a re  a ls o  th e  vvords a n d  a c tio n s , th e  o u tlin e  o f  a vvorld vve 

a re  o u rs e lv e s  c r e a t in g , th e  m a jö r  c h a n g e s  w e  a re  a c h ie v ın g  vvith o u r  m in ö r  

la n g u a g e s .

When people are happy together, it becomes subversive behaviour.

In  B o lo g n a  it a li b e g a n  vvith n o  m o re  th a n  a h u n d re d  p e o p le , tr y in g  to  vvork 

o u t vvhat to  d o . R a d io  A lic e  c a ta ly s e d  a p ro c es s , s o m e th in g  -  n o t e x a c t ly  

s o m e th in g  th e y  h a d  in co m m o n , b u t  it is h a rd  to  knovv hovv e lse  to  d e s c r ib e  it. 

Y e s ,  a  p r o c e s s  a t  vvork in  a li th e  v a r io u s  a u to n o m ie s  -  sc h o o l s tu d e n ts , 

f'em in ists, h o m o s e x u a ls , m ig r a n t vvorkers from  th e  so u th . T h e n  th ere  b e g a n  to 

b e  g r e a t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in th e  m o v e m e n ts  o fs e lf-r e d u c t io n  a n d  a p p ro p r ia tio n , 

re fu sa l to  vvork, a b s e n te e is m , e te . In  19 7 6 , B ifo , o n e  o f  th e  m o v in g  sp ir its  in 

R a d io  A lic e ,  vvas a rre ste d  fo r ‘m o r a ily  in s t ig a t in g  r e v o lt ’ .

A l i  th is  le d  to  th e  r io ts  o f  M a r c h  19 7 7 . T h e  g r e a t  shop-vvindovv o f  nevv-look 

c o m m u n is m  vvas s h a tte re d  in to  fra g m e n ts . T h ir t y  y e a rs  o f  g o o d  b e h a v io u r  

a n d  lo y a l s e rv ic e  novv vvent fo r n o th in g  in  th e  ey e s  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie .

U p  to th en  th e y  h a d  th o u g h t th e  P C I  ( I ta lia n  C o m m u n is t  P a rty )  a n d  th e  

u n io n s c o u ld  c o n tro l th e  m a sse s  b e tte r  th a n  a n y o n e . T h e y  u se d , fo r in s ta n c e , 

to  s a y , ‘ İn  C ile  i ca n i armati, in Italia i sindicati’ ( ‘ In  C h i le  a rm o u re d  c a rs , in 

I ta ly  th e  tra d e  u n io n s ’ ). B u t  th e  c o m m u n is t  M a y o r  o f  B o lo g n a , Z a n g h e r i , 

c a lle d  in th e  fo rces  o f  re p r e s s io n  in  th e ir  m o st v io le n t  fo rm , a c tu a lly  g e tt in g  

a rm o u r e d  c a r s  b r o u g h t  in to  th e  c ity . H e  p e r s o n a lly  u rg e d  th e  p o liç e  to  d o  

th e ir  vvorst, vvith th e  vvords, ‘T h is  is vvar! T h e s e  p e o p le  m u st b e  e lim in a te d  -  

b y  th e ir  o w n  a c tio n s  th e y  h a v e  c u t  th e m s e lv e s  o ff fr o m  th e  c o m m u n ity .’ T h e r e  

vvere 15,000 p e o p le  in  th e  s tre e ts  -  s u c h  a  th in g  h a d  n e v e r  h a p p e n e d  in  

B o lo g n a  b e fo re . A lic e  k e p t u s  in fo r m e d  a b o u t  e v e r y th in g  a s  it  h a p p e n e d , by 

d ir e c t ly  b r o a d c a s t in g  re p o r ts  fro m  c o m ra d e s  vvho te le p h o n e d  in  to  the



sta tio n . A li  th e  a rre sts  a n d  tr ia ls  th a t  follovved  vvere c la im e d  to  b e  n e c e ssa r y  

b e c a u s e  o f  R a d io  A l i c e ’s ‘ m il it a r y ’ ro le.

Corıspiring means breathing together, and that is what we are being accused o f;  they 

uoant to stop us breathing, because we have refused to breathe deeply in their asphyxiating 

uıork-places, in their individualist relationships, their fam ilies, their pulverizing houses. 

Yes, Ip lea dg u ilty  to a ssa u lt-to  an assaulton the separationoflifefrom  desire, onsexism  

in inter-personal relations, on reducing life  to a ıvage-packet.

A lic e , h o w  vvicked  it a li w a s ! A li  th o se  lo v ve r-m id d le -c lass  b a s ta rd s , d r u g  

a d d ic ts , q u e e rs , d e g e n e r a te s , la y a b o u ts ,  tr y in g  to p o is o n  the m in d  o f  o u r  

lo v e ly  E m ilia . B u t  th e y  w o n ’ t s u c c e e d , b e c a u s e  e v e r y o n e  h ere  h as  h a d  a 

s tr o n g  c la s s -c o n s c io u s n e s s  fo r th ir ty  y e a rs . E v e n  s m a ll e m p lo y e rs  h e re  h a v e  

th e ir  P a r ty  c a r d s . A n d  o u r  h a r d -w o r k in g  y o u n g  p e o p le  a r e n ’t g o in g  to  le t 

th e m s e lv e s  g e t  c a u g h t  u p  in  th is  so rt o f  n a stin e ss . I t ’s th e  p e o p le  th e m se lv e s  

vvho vvill tu rn  it d o w n . N o  o n e  c a n  a c c u s e  th e  P C I  o f  b e in g  a n ti-d e m o c ra tic :  

vve h a v e  s u p p o r te d  p e o p le ’s c o m m itte e s  a n d  d e le g a te s ’ c o u n c ils  b e in g  set u p  

e v e r y v v h e r e -  in  a li th e  fa c to r ie s , th e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d s , th e  sch o o ls . A n d  it is 

th o se  c o m m itte e s  a n d  c o u n c ils  th a t  a r e  to d a y  b e c o m in g  th e  b est g u a r a n te e s  o f  

lavv a n d  o rd e r .

Our needs a n  having to be put fo m a r d  everywhere by ‘spokesmen by delegates -  they 

say w e'll be able to speakfor ourselves in thefuture. Mini-parliaments, school councils, 

neighbourhood councils, cultural decentralization, a li sorts o f  different kinds o f  delega- 

tions where nothing actually changes -  we have no realpovoer. The managementproduce a 

sociologist here, a psychologist there, an anthropologist, a philanthropist, and, when it 

comes to the crunch, a cop with a truncheon.

A n  e r r o r  o f  h is to ry . W e  vvent to  th e m  o p e n h a n d e d , tr y in g  to  e x p la in  th e  

c o rre c tn e ss  o f  o u r  p a r ty  ü n e . L a m a 2 c a m e  to  R o m e  U n iv e r s ity  to  p r o p o u n d  to 

th em  th e  v vo rk ers’ p o in t o f v i e v v -  a n d  th ey  d r o v e  h im  o u t a n d  threvv sto n es  a t  

h im . T h e y ’v e  g o t  n o  re s p e c t  fo r  a n y th in g . 7  Lama stanno nel Tibet,’ th ey  sa id . 

( ‘T h e  L a m a s  liv e  in  T i b e t ’ ). H ovv c o u ld  th e  I ta lia n  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty , th e  

p a r ty  o f  th e  vvorkers a n d  a li th e  p e o p le , le t  i t s e l f  g o  on  b e in g  in d m id a te d  b y  a  

h a n d fu l o fe x tr e m is ts ,  irr e s p o n s ib le  a g i t a t o r s - w h y ,  th e y  e v e n  c a li th e m se lv e s  

‘c ity  I n d ia n s ’ ! O u r  o n ly  m is ta k e  is  th a t  vve’v e  b een  p a d e n t  fo r  to o  lo n g . T h e  

le g a lity  o f  th e  S ta te  povver to d a y  d e p e n d s  u p o n  us. A n d  in  th e  la s t  re so rt, it  is 

u p  to  o u r  p a r ty  to  re c o g n iz e  vvhat is  g o o d  for th e  m a sse s  a n d  vvhat is n o t.

*

W e  lo v e  y o u . W e  a r e  vvith y o u  h e a r t  a n d  so u l, a n d  th a t  g iv e s  us th e  r ig h t  to 

u tte r  a  v va rn in g . Y o u  h a v e  a m o n g  y o u  th e  b est a n d  th e  vvorst, a n d  y o u  m u st

2. G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  C G I L ,  th e  la r g e s t  t ra d e -u n io n  o r g a n iz a t io n  in  I ta ly .  i t  is c o m r o lie d  

b y  th e  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty .



so rt o u t o n e  fro m  th e o th er . O f  c o u rs e  y o u  c a n ’ t b e  b la m e d  fo r th e  p res en t 

c h a o s , a n d  it m u st b e  re c o g n iz e d  th a t a  lo t o f  y o u  vvere a t th e  en d  o f  y o u r  

te th e r, a n d  it is o u r  d u ty  to  teli y o u  th is: ‘ K e e p  c a lm  -  d o n ’ t g o  too fa r . ’ 

R e m e m b e r , th ere  is a  cris is; th in k  o f  the d a n g e r  o f  fa sc ism . In  o th e r  vvords, 

th in k  as vve do! S o m e  o f  th e  th in g s  y o u  s a y  a re  vvo n d erfu l, b u t  y o u  o ften  

d e te r io r a te  in to  c o n fu s io n , te d iu m  a n d  a g r a tu ito u s  o b s c e n ity  th at is fa r  fro m  

a ttr a c t iv e . P u ll y o u rs e lv e s  to g e th e r , a n d  be vvhat y o u  h a v e  n e v e r  re a lly  

s to p p e d  b e i n g - n i c e ,  h ig h -s p ir ite d  ch ild re n !

*

You can ’tfrighten us any more ıvitfı talk o f  crisis and fascism . W e mant a crisis, and we 

won ’t help to calm things down. In fa c t  we ’d like to see it get worse, and even spread beyond 

lia ly . It could easily happen, because ltaly today is largely supported by thegreat capitalist 

powers -  they are ın a panic at the thought o f  its total collapse. The result is a kind o f  

self-reduction on an international scale. Other classes, other countries w ill be affected: a 

mhole morld is crumbling. We don’t want to stop at çuestioning the relationship betıveen 

exploiters and exploited -  we want to get at the n o t, the mhole business o f  capitalist- 

bureaucratic exploitation, o f  ıvorkingfor a mage, o f  passively accepting the discrepancy 

betıveen work and desire, o f  putting one’s energies into work as a drug to abolish ali desire 

that opens out onto the voorld. A s  fo r  the fascists in ltaly today -  they arejust ajoke. They 

injluence feıoer andfeuıerpeople. The main danger isn ’t from  them at ali: it lies in the 

alliance betıveen the capitalist State system and the bureaucratic systems o f  the P C I  and the 

unions.

This nem repressive alliance, mith its tentacles spreading out in ali directions, is trying 

by every means it can to keep the economic and political struggles o f  the morkers separate 

from  ali the possible faces o f  autonomy. its  aim is to get the voork o f  controlling and 

subjugating the masses done by the masses themselves, and to ensure that a majority 

conservative consensus is established among them against a li the minorities o f  every k in d -  

though in fa c t  a li those minorities together mould add up to f a r  more than any such 

majority! This seems to us to be the direction from  mhich the danger o f  a mass reactiomry 

movement m ili come. So don’t let any one use some imaginary anti-fascist crusade as an 

excuse to get us to ally mith these people mho really represent the embryonic form  o f  a nem 

sort o f  fascism .
*

In  B o lo g n a  a n d  R o m e  th ere  h a v e  b een  k in d le d  th e  fires o f  a  re v o lu tio n  q u ite  

u n lik e  th e  re v o lu tio n s  th a t  o v e r tu r n e d  h is to ry  in th e  p a s  t. T h is  is a  re v o lu tio n  

th a t  vvill svveep avvay n o t o n ly  c a p ita lis t  r e g im e s ,  b u t a ls o  th e  b a stio n s  o f  

b u r e a u c r a t ic  s o c ia lis m  -  b e  th e y  u n d e r  th e  b a n n e r  o f  E u ro -c o m m u n is m , o f  

M o sco vv  o r  o f  P e k in g  -  a n d  th e  lin e s  o f  b a tt le  c a n n o t  b e  fo reto ld : th e y  m a y  

c o v e r  vvhole c o n tin e n ts , b u t  th ey  vvill s o m e tim e s  b e  c o n c e n tr a te d  in  o n e  u r b a n  

n e ig h b o u r h o o d , o n e  S tr e e t , o n e  fa c to ry , o n e  sc h o o l. N o t  o n ly  a re  m a jö r  

e c o n o m ic  a n d  te c h n o lo g ic a l o p tio n s  a t  s ta k e , b u t a ls o  p e o p le ’s a tt itu d e s , th e ir  

r e l a t i o n s  vvith th e  vvorld, p a r t i c u l a r i t i e s  o f  d e s ire . M a n a g e r s , p o l ic e m e n ,



p o lit ic ia n s , b u r e a u c r a ts , p ro fe sso rs , p s y c h o a n a ly s ts  -  a li w ill jo in  fo rces  in 

v a in  to s to p  th is  r e v o lu tio n , to c a n a liz e  it, to ta k e  it ö v er ; in  v a in  vvill th ey  

s o p h is t ic a te , d iv e rs ify , m in ia tu r iz e  th e ir  vveap on s to  the nth d eg ree: th ey  w ill 

n e v e r  re g a in  c o n tro l o f  th a t  m a s s iv e  m o v e m e n t o f  e sc a p e , th e  m u ltitu d e  o f  

m o le c u la r  m u ta tio n s  o f  d e s ire  th a t  h a v e  novv b een  le t lo o se. T h e  e c o n o m ic , 

p o lit ic a l  a n d  m o ra l o r d e r  o f  th e  tvven tieth  c e n tu r y  is b re a k in g  u p  everyvvh ere , 

a n d  th e  p e o p le  in  p o w e r  h a r d ly  k n o w  vvhich vvay to tu rn . T h e  e n e m y  is 

in t a n g ib le - y o u  h e a r  a  tvvig s n a p  b e s id e  y o u , a n d  y o u  fin d  y o u r  so n , y o u r  vvife, 

e v e n  y o u r  o w n  d e s ire  is b e tr a y in g  y o u r  m issio n  as g u a r d ia n  o f  the e sta b lis h e d  

o rd e r . T h e  p o liç e  g o t  rid  o f  R a d io  A lic e  -  its p e r p e tr a to rs  vvere p u rsu e d , 

c o n d e m n e d  a n d  im p r is o n e d , a n d  its  p rem ise s  r a n s a c k e d  -  b u t its vvork o f  

re v o lu t io n a r y  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  s t ili  g o e s  on  u n a b a te d , e ven  a ffe c tin g  th e  

n e rv e s  o f  th e  o p p o s it io n .

B u t  a li  th is  is h a rd ly  c o n s tr u c t iv e , it vvill b e  o b je c te d . P e rh a p s  n o t -  th o u g h  

it vvould  be h a r d  to p r o v e  -  b u t  th a t  is n o t th e  p r o b le m . T h e  p e o p le  vvho 

c r e a te d  R a d io  A lic e  vvould  s a y  s o m e th in g  lik e  th is: it se e m e d  to  th em  th a t  a  

m o v e m e n t th a t  c o u ld  s u c c e e d  in  d e s tr o y in g  th e  v a s t  c a p ita lis t -b u r e a u c r a t ic  

m a c h in e  vvould , a fortiori, be c a p a b le  o f  c o n s tr u c t in g  a  nevv vvorld. C o lle c t iv e  

c o m p e te n c e  vvould grovv vvith c o lle c t iv e  a c tio n ; it is n o t n e c e s s a r y  a t  th is  s ta g e  

to be a b le  to p r o d u c e  b lu e p rin ts  fo r  a  s u b s titu te  so c ie ty .



Social Democrats and Euro-Communists 
vis-a-vis the State1

ı .  B e y o n d  th e  State

T h e y  c o n s ta n t ly  refer to th e ir  p r o g r a m m e . B u t, in th e ir  a tte m p ts  to  a c h ie v e  

povver, F re n c h  so c ia lis ts  a n d  co m m u n is ts  d e p e n d  fa r  m o re  u p o n  th e  co n fi- 

d e n c e  th e y  c a n  in s p ir e  a m o n g  e v e r  vvid er secto rs  o f  the p o p u la tio n , a n d  u p on  

a n  e v e r  m o re  in te n s iv e  u se  o f  th e  m e d ia . T h a t  b e in g  so , th e ir  m eth o d s seem  in 

m a n y  vvays to h a v e  re m a in e d  th e  sa m e . S o m e  o f  th e  m o st re sp ec te d  a d v ise rs  

in  F r a n ç o is  M it te r a n d ’s e n to u r a g e  a re  o n c e  a g a in  r e tu rn in g  to an  o ld  th em e: 

‘T o  s ta r t  vvith vve n e ed  a  s tr o n g  P a r ty ,  a n d  e v e n  a  s tro n g  S ta te ; vve c a n  th en  

cre a te  th e  c o n d itio n s  fo r th e  gro vvth  o f  a  se lf-m a n a g e m e n t m o v e m e n t.’ O f  

co u rse  th e  s ty le  is n o lo n g e r  th a t o f  B o ls h e v is m , b u t it is h a rd  n o t to re m e m b e r  

th a t  it vvas th is  ty p e  o f  a r g u m e n t  th a t  vvas u sed  lo n g  a g o  in  th e  R u ss ia n  

re v o lu tio n , to  ju s t i fy  th e  s u c c e s s iv e  liq u id a t io n  o f  so v ie ts , o f  o th e r  p a rtie s , o f  

o th e r  te n d e n c ie s  a n d , f in a lly , o f  a li e x p re ss io n s  o f  d is s id e n c e . It is n o t m y 

p u rp o s e  to p u t th e  le ft  o n  tr ia l h e re , a n d  o n e  c a n n o t s a y  b e fo re h a n d  vvhat th eir  

a tt itu d e  vvould  b e  i f  v vo rk ers’ co m m itte e s  vvere to d e v e lo p  b e y o n d  th e ir  

co n tro l. A li  o n e  ca n  s a y  is th a t, a t  p re s e n t, th ey  a re  c e r ta in ly  n o t e n c o u r a g in g  

th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  la r g e  s e lf-m a n a g e m e n t m o v e m e n t, a n d  th a t th eir  

o b s e s s iv e  e le c to r a lis m  ( ‘D o n ’ t s t ir  th in g s  till a fte r  p o llin g  d a y ’ !) re su lts  in 

th e ir  im p lic it ly  c o n d e m n in g  a n y th in g  th a t lo o k s e v e n  re m o te ly  lik e  an  

a lte r n a t iv e  c e n tre  o f  povver. In  th is  re sp ect, th e ir  a tt itu d e s  to  s o ld ie rs ’ 

c o m m itte e s  a n d  to  p ira te  r a d io  s ta tio n s  are  e x tr e m e ly  s ig n ific a n t.

T h e  nevv s ty le  a n d  th e  n e w  u se m a d e  o f  th e  m e d ia  h a v e  b o rn e  fru it, 

e s p e c ia lly  a m o n g  f lo a tin g  v o te r s . B u t  o n e  m a y  vvon d er vvh eth er, as th e  o th e r  

sid e  o f  th e  c o in , th e  left a re  n o t in  th e  p ro ces s  o f  c a u s in g  th e  c o n v ic tio n s  o f  

th e ir  tra d it io n a l v o te r s  to flo a t so m evvh at, as th ey  grovv e v e r  m o re  p a ss iv e , 

a n d  less c o n v in c e d  th a t  a n y  c h a n g e  c a n  be h o p e d  fo r fro m  a n o th e r  e le ctio n . 

V V h ate v e r th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s , th e ir  a p p e a l to th e  co n fid e n c e  o f  the m asses, 

c o u p le d  vvith th e ir  s y s te m a tic  c o n fo rm is m  ‘ to re a ssu re  th e  m an  in  the S tre e t’ , 

h as  n e v e r  p r o d u c e d  p a r t ic u la r ly  s p e c ta c u la r  re su lts  in  tim es o fs e r io u s  so c ia l 

cr is is . I t  is n o t e a s y  to  o b lite r a te  fro m  p u b lic  m e m o ry  th e  h a lf-d o z e n  o r  so 

povverfu l svverves to  the left in  th e  p a s t  fo r ty  y e a r s , a li  o f  vvhich e n d e d  in

i . F irs t  p u b lis h e d  in  Le M onde, 9 - 1 1  J u l y  19 77 .



re tre a t, in c o m p ro m is e s  vvith b o u rg e o is  p a rtie s  a n d  a  c o n s o lid a tio n  o f  c a p ita l­

ism , a n d  a li  o f  vvhich vvere follovved  b y  İon g p e r io d s  o f  d e m o ra liz a tio n  a n d  

le th a r g y  a m o n g  th e  p o p u la r  fo rc e s . W h ile  th e  m ilita n t  b a se  grovvs n o  s tro n g e r  

in its  c o n v ic tio n s  a n d  fa ils  to e x p a n d  in  p r o p o rtio n  to  its e n la r g e d  a u d ie n c e  

a m o n g  th e  p a rtie s  o f  th e  le ft, th e  le a d e r s h ip , fo r its p a r t , c o n tin u e s  to 

c o n s o lid a te  its  p o s itio n , h a rd e n  its  vievvs a n d  b u r e a u c r a t iz e  itse lf. P r e p a ra -  

to ry  to  p la y in g  a  ro le  o f  n o r m a liz in g  a n d  d e fe n d in g  th e  e sta b lis h e d  o rd e r  a t 

n a tio n a l le v e l (as th e  I ta lia n  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  le a d e r s h ip  a re  a lr e a d y  d o in g ) , 

o ff ic ia ls  a re  e x p e c te d  to  m a in ta in  d is c ip lin e  vvithin th e  o rg a n iz a t io n , a n d  k e e p  

a  c lo se  vvatch  o n  a n y o n e  w h o  lo o k s  lik e  u p s e tt in g  s y m p a th e t ic  o u ts id e r s . 

A n y t h in g  n o t r e le v a n t  to th e  vvin n in g  o f  th e  c u rre n t e le c tio n  is fe lt  to  be 

d a n g e ro u s , e s p e c ia lly  d e b a te s  vvith in  th e  p a rty  a n d  fo reca sts  a b o u t th e  fu tu re . 

N o r  m e r e ly  h a s  th e  ‘ t r iu m p h a lis m ’ o f f o r m e r y e a r s  b een  a b a n d o n e d  (vvhich is 

g o o d ) , b u t  a li Creative u rg e s , v vh eth er inherited fro m  1968 o r othervvise, a li 

a tte m p ts  to  try  nevv m e th o d s  a n d  s tru g g le s , a li u n p la n n e d  d es ire s  a n d  

s tra te g ie s  seem  to  b e  s u sp e c t.

T h is  ‘r e fo r m is m ’ o n  th e  le ft  vvould  p e rh a p s  be ju s t if ie d  i f  th e  c u rre n t cr is is  

vvere m e r e ly  c o n ju n c tu r a l, a n d  d id  n o t a ffect the v e r y  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  p r o d u c ­

tion  r e la tio n s  a n d  so c ia l re la tio n s . B u t  if, on  the c o n tr a r y , it vvere c le a r  th a t n o  

a m o u n t o f  c o n tr iv in g , o f  fr ie n d ly  p la s te r in g -o v e r  o f  c r a c k s , c o u ld  re so lv e  th e  

p r o b le m , th en  th e  d e m o b i l i z i n g  e ffe c t  o f  r e a s s u r in g  th e  p u b l i c  a t a li co sts  

vvould b e c o m e  a p p a r e n t . YV hat m e a n s  a r e  a v a ila b le  to  le ft is t  le a d e rs  to  c o p e  

vvith th e  c r is is  -  to  r e s is t  th e  s a b o ta g e  b y  m a n a g e m e n t a n d  b u s in e s s  c i r c le s ,  

th e  f lig h t  o f  C a p it a l ,  th e  d is c o n te n t  o f  the F re n c h  a r m y , th e  p res su re s  o f  

in te r n a t io n a l c a p ita lis m ?  G iv e n  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  u n io n  o r g a n iz a tio n s  vvhich 

th ey  c o n tro l, th e y  e x p e c t  to  e n jo y  a  c e r ta in  r e s p i t e  on  th e  so c ia l f r o n t -  b u t  fo r 

hovv İon g? A f t e r  a li ,  th e  g e n e r a l s tr ik e  o f  1936 b e g a n  vvhen th e  v ic to ry  o f  th e  

le ft vvas a n n o u n c e d . H o v vev er, vve a r e  a li too in c lin e d  to  c o n s id e r  the p res en t 

s itu a d o n  in  th e  lig h t  o f  p a s t  p r e c e d e n ts . I f  vve vvant to  try  to re c o g n iz e  the 

s p e c if ic  fe a tu r e s  o f  th e  c u r r e n t c r is is  b e tte r , a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  to a ssess the 

c r e d ib ility  o f  th e  nevv P o p u la r  F r o n t  ta k in g  s h a p e  o n  th e  h o r iz o n , vve m u st n o t 

o n ly  s tu d y  th e  p u b lic  u tte r a n c e s  o r  p r e s u m e d  in te n tio n s  o f  th e  le ftist le a d e rs , 

b u t m u st c o m p a r e  th ese  vvith th e  r e a l s itu a tio n  a n d  c u r r e n t d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

the s o c ia l g r o u p s  th e y  a re  s u p p o s e d  to  be re p r e s e n tin g .

T h e r e  a re  tvvo se rie s  o f  fa c to rs  th a t  m a k e  th is  cris is  d iffe re n t fro m  o th ers. 

T h e  first is to  d o  vvith th e  c h a n g e s  in  th e  r e la tio n s h ip  betvveen S ta te  povver a n d  

e c o n o m ic  s tru c tu r e s , th e  s e c o n d  vvith th e  e v o lu d o n  o f  vvhat vve c a l l ‘ th e  m a ss  o f  

th e  p e o p le ’ , w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  in  fa c t  b e en  as m u c h  o f  a  m a ss  as h a s  b een  

c la im e d , b u t w h o  a re  a t  p r e s e n t te n d in g  to  b e c o m e  e v e n  m o re  s h a r p ly  

d iffe re n tia te d  a n d  p r o d u c in g  a  v a r ie ty  o f  s tru g g le s  vvh ich  th e  p o lit ic a l a n d  

tra d e -u n io n  b u re a u c r a ts  a re  g o in g  to  fin d  it  h a r d e r  a n d  h a r d e r  to  co n tro l.

A t  th is  m o m e n t, vvould  a  S ta t is t  p o l ic y  o f  s t im u la t in g  p r o d u c tio n  u n d e r



S ta te  c o n tro l, th a t  is c r e a t in g  a  nevv d e m a n d  vvith th e  fram evvo rk  o f  th e  o ld  

sy ste m , s u c c e e d  in b r in g in g  b a c k  fu ll e m p lo y m e n t, s to p p in g  in fla tio n  a n d  

r e s to r in g  th e  c o n fid e n c e  o f  in v e sto r s?  A  ‘ le ft ’ g o v e rn m e n t vvould , fo r in s ta n c e , 

la u n c h  nevv p ro g r a m m e s  o f  lo w -c o s t  h o u sin g , h o sp ita ls , s c h o o ls , m o to rvvays, 

su p e rs o n ic  a v ia t io n , n u c le a r  povver s ta tio n s  a n d  so  on . B u t  th ere  a re  lim ita ­

tio n s to  a  p o lic y  o f  th is k in d  -  e c o n o m ic  an d  h u m a n  lim ita tio n s  -  a n d  in a n y  

ca se  it c o u ld  h a r d ly  be e x p e c te d  to re sto re  th e  c o m p e tit iv e n e s s  o f  th e  F re n c h  

e c o n o m y  in vvorld m ark e ts! S u p p o s e  th a t, in  fu lf illin g  th e  p ro m ise s  o f  th e  le ft ’s 

C o m m o n  P r o g ra m m e , a  fevv d e c lin in g  b an k s a n d  c o rp o ra tio n s  are  tak e n  in to  

S ta te  c o n tro l -  a n d  the S ta te  is a lr e a d y  v e r y  la rg e ly  a t the se rv ic e  o f  c a p ita lis t  

e n te r p r is e  -  vvhat re a l d iffe re n c e  vvill it m a k e?  In  e ffe ct, th e  S ta te  vvill c o n tin u e  

to c o m e  m o re  a n d  m o re  u n d e r  th e  c o n tr o l o f  m o d e rn  c a p ita lis m , a n d  o n ce  

a g a in  th e  left vvill h a v e  h e lp e d  to  sp e e d  u p  th e  c h a n g e . C o m m o n  sen se  -  th at 

v v id e sp re a d  d r u g  -  vvould  h a v e  us a c c e p t  as se lf-e v id e n t th e  n o tio n  th a t the 

in c r e a s in g  e x te n s io n  o f  n a t io n a liz a t io n  m u st c o n s titu te  a  le v e r  th a t ca n  

tra n s fo rm  o u r  s o c ie ty  in  th e  d ir e c tio n  o f  so c ia lis m  a la française. S o c ia lis ts  

n e v e r  tire  o f  r e p e a t in g  th a t  th ey  in te n d  to p r o m o te  d e m o c r a t ic  n a tio n a liz a -  

tio n s a n d  n o t b u r e a u c r a t ic  S ta te  ovvn ersh ip . Y e t  it is v e r y  h a rd  to  see  h o w  an 

in d e p e n d e n t a n d  s e lf-m a n a g e d  n a t io n a l s e c to r  c a n  p o s s ib ly  d e v e lo p  u n d e r  

p r e s e n t c o n d it io n s . E ith e r  a li e n te r p r is e  vvill d e v e lo p  a t a n  e q u a l p a c e , o r 

n o th in g  vvill d e v e lo p  a t a li. T h e  c a p ita lis t  e c o n o m y  is a li o f  a  p iece : at n a tio n a l 

le v e l th ere  is th e  p u b lic  s e c to r  a n d  th e  p r iv a te  se cto r; a t  in te r n a tio n a l le v e l 

th ere  is th e  c a p ita lis t  sy s te m , th e  b u r e a u c r a t ic  s o c ia lis t  sy ste m  a n d  th e  

e x p lo ita t io n  o f  th e  T h ir d  VVorld. A n d  it is e s s e n tia lly  th e  d is o rg a n iz a t io n  -  o r 

r e -a r r a n g e m e n t  -  o f  th e  v a r io u s  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  vvhat h as  b e co m e  lite r a lly  

vvorldvvide c a p ita lis m  th a t h as  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  th e  m o u n tin g  crises  a n d  th e  

p r e s e n t d e v a s ta t io n  o f  n a t io n a l a n d  re g io n a l e c o n o m ie s . F in a lly , the m o re  

‘ r e a lis t ic ’ le a d e rs  o f  th e  C o m m o n  P r o g r a m m e  h a v e  p u t forvvard  a n  id e a  -  fa r 

less a m b it io u s  th a n  a  g r a d u a l p a s s a g e  to  so c ia lis m  -  o f  u s in g  a  lim ite d  

e x te n s io n  o f  th e  n a t io n a liz e d  s e c to r  (it is n o t q u ite  c le a r  hovv) to c h e c k  the 

cr is is  in F r a n c e ; b u t e v e n  th is  h ig h ly  te c h n o c r a t ic a lly  m in d e d  n o tio n  vvill 

p r o b a b ly  p r o v e  illu so ry !

S c h e m a t ic a lly ,  vve c a n  d is t in g u is h  tw o  p h a ses  in th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  

r e la t io n s h ip  betvveen th e  F re n c h  S ta te  a n d  th e  e c o n o m y  sin c e  th e  S e c o n d  

W o r ld  VVar: ( i )  a  ‘ e u p h o r ic ’ p h a s e , in  vvhich th e  te c h n o c r a ts  fe lt h o p e fu l o f  

a c h ie v in g  a  s in g le  n a t io n a lly  p la n n e d  m a n a g e m e n t; (2) a  ‘d e p re s s iv e ’ p h a s e , 

in vvhich th e y  c a m e  to  a b a n d o n  a li s u c h  a m b itio n  ( to d a y , fo r  in sta n c e , su ch  

b o d ie s  as th e  G e n e r a l P la n n in g  B u r e a u  a re  r e str ic te d  to  th e  ro le  o f  a s u p e r io r  

re s e a rc h  d e p a r tm e n t, vvith n o  re a l povver ö v e r  th e  e c o n o m y ).

D u r in g  th e  r is in g , a m b it io u s  p h a s e , th e  S ta te  c a m e  to  a ssu m e  c o n tro l 

d ir e c t ly  o r  in d ir e c t ly  o f  th e  le a st p r o fita b le  b ra n c h e s  o f  the e c o n o m y ; th o se , fo r 

e x a m p le , r e q u ir in g  la r g e  a m o u n ts  o f  a v a ila b le  C a p ita l, o r  too  la r g e  a  vvork



fo rce, o r  th o se  vvhich d id  n o t re a d ily  le n d  th em se lv e s  to the v a r io u s  fo rm s o f  

m is a p p r o p r ia t io n  th a t  m a k e  u p ’ th e  m a jö r  p a rt  o f  th e  p ro fits  o f  c a p ita lis m  

( fic titio u s  e x p e n s e s , ta x  fr a u d s , in v e s tm e n t s p e c u la tio n , e te .). I t  th u s  e n d e d  

b y  a s s u m in g  re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  r u n n in g  a n d  f in a n c in g  th e  g e n e ra l in fra s tru c -  

tu re  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  e c o n o m y  -  th e  in s ta lla t io n s  o f  th e  in fra s tru e tu re , o f  

tr a n s p o r t , c o m m u n ic a t io n  a n d  so  o n , p u b lic  se rv ic e s  o f  a li k in d s. P r iv a te  

p ro fit  b e g a n  a  k in d  o f  p a r a s it ic a l gro vvth  on  th e  g r e a t  tree  tru n k  o f  th e  S ta te  

a n d  its  n a t io n a l in d u str ie s . S ta te  s u p p o rt  fo r p r iv a te  c a p ita lis m  a n d  its 

n a tio n a l u n d e r p in n in g  (vvhich o fte n  tak e s  v e r y  ro u n d a b o u t  a n d  b a re ly  v is ib le  

fo rm s) re s u lts  in:

(a) o v e r - ta x in g  v va g e -e a rn e rs, in  o r d e r  to  f in a n c e  th e  c a p ita lis t  e x p lo ita tio n  

a n d  b u r e a u c r a t ic  d e s p o tism  vvh ich  c o n tin u e  to ra m ify  th ro u g h o u t so c ie ty ; 

a n d

(b) a r t if ic ia lly  c r e a t in g  nevv a r e a s  o f  p r iv a te  p ro fit  (as  fo r in s ta n c e  th e  

p u b lic ity  ‘ in s e p a r a b le ’ fro m  te le v is io n , o r  th e  to u rist  in d u s tr y  ‘ in s e p a r a b le ’ 

fro m  s e a s id e  fa c ilit ie s ) .

In  th e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , it is h a r d ly  p o s s ib ie  to  tak e  a n y  a c tio n  a g a in s t  the 

v a r io u s  c a te g o r ie s  o f  e x p lo ite r , b e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  ju r id ic a l  o r  a d m in is tr a tiv e  

s ta tu s . B e  th e y  b o sses  o r  s h a r e h o ld e r s , in d u s tr ia lis ts  o r  b u sin es sm e n , m a n - 

a g e rs , te c h n o lo g is ts , o ff ic ia ls , p o lit ic ia n s  o r  m a n d a rin s  o fv v h a te v e r  k in d , th ey  

vvill a li be fo u n d  in  th e  s a m e  c irc le s , in  th e  sa m e  lo b b ie s  o r  in te re st g ro u p s  

vvh ich , th o u g h  n o t  fo r m a lly  c o n s t itu te d , c o n tro l a m o n g  th em  a li th e  s tr u c ­

tu res o f  povver.

O n c e  th e  vvorld m a rk e t  c a m e  to  p la y  a  p r e p o n d e ra n t ro le  in  the v a r io u s  

n a tio n a l e c o n o m ie s , o n c e  th e  m u lt in a t io n a l c o m p a n ie s  b e c a m e  th e  re a l 

c e n tre s  o fd e c is io n - m a k in g  fo r e v e r y th in g  r e la tin g  to  c u rr e n c y , ravv m a te r ia ls , 

the s e tt in g -u p  o f  in d u s tr ie s , m a jö r  te c h n o lo g ic a l d ec is io n s  a n d  so  o n , S ta te  

a u th o r it ie s  vvere s tr ip p e d  o n c e  a n d  fo r  a li o f  th e  fu n e tio n s  th e y  tra d it io n a lly  

h a d  o f  a r b it r a t in g  a m o n g  a li th e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c ia l in te re sts  vvith in  th e  

sa m e  c o u n tr y . T h e  fu n e tio n s  o f  n a t io n a l b o u rg e o is ie s  a n d  S ta te  b u r e a u c ra c ie s  

vvere c o n s e q u e n tly  m o d ifie d  in  th e ir  tu r n . T o  k e e p  th e  c o lle c t iv e  la b o u r  fo rc e  

s u b m is s iv e , it vvas n o  lo n g e r  a d e q u a te  j u s t  to u se stra ig h tfo rv v a rd  m eth o d s  o f  

co e rc io n  ( lik e  th e  p o liç e  a n d  th e  a r m y , o r  fa c to r y  m ilitia s )  o r  e v e n  s u c h  

in d ire c t  m e th o d s  a s  s e le e tiv e  r e g u la t io n  o f  v va g e -e a rn e rs ’ c o n s u m p tio n , th e  

re g u la tio n  o f  vvo rk ers’ b e h a v io u r  b y  s y ste m s o f in t im id a t io n  a n d  su g g e s tio n  so  

th at in d iv id u a ls  vvould  p a s s iv e ly  a c c e p t  lavvs, o rd e rs , m o r a l, re lig io u s  a n d  

e d u c a tio n a l c o m m a n d m e n ts , a n d  s o  o n . I t  vvas, o f  co u rse , th e  S ta te  th a t 

c o o r d in a te d , s u p e rv is e d  a n d  in  so m e  c a s e s  d ir e c t ly  ra n  th e  b o d ies  a n d  

a p p a r a tu s  th a t  e n su re d  th is  m a n ip u la t io n , th is  in c e s s a n t s u r v e illa n c e  o f  

in d iv id u a ls , fa m ilie s , h u m a n  g r o u p in g s  o f  v vh ate v er k in d . B u t , in  p r o p o rtio n  

as, p a r a lie l to  its  in te r n a d o n a liz a t io n , th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  fo rces  o f  

p r o d u c tio n  h a s  m e a n t th a t  c a p ita lis m  n eed s to  e x p lo it  n o t so  m u c h  th e



m u scle-p o vver a n d  m a n u a l d e x te r ity  o f  its  vvorkers a s  th e ir  c a p a c ity  to  a d a p t  

th em se lv e s  a n d  a c c e p t  in c r e a s in g ly  c o m p le x  te c h n ic a l m o d e s , c o d in g  sy ste m s 

an d  m e th o d s  o fv v o rk  o r g a n iz a t io n , a li th o se  m ea n s  o fe d u c a t io n  a n d  c o n tro l 

h a v e  b e c o m e  m o re  a n d  m o re  d iv e rs ifie d  a n d  m in ia tu r iz e d . It d e p e n d s  m o re  

a n d  m o re  on  d iffe re n t fo rm s o f  m u tu a l s u rv e illa n c e  a n d  se lf-s u rv e illa n c e . 

T h e s e  a re , o f  c o u rs e , a lvvays d ir e c te d  to  th e  a lie n a t io n  o f  b o d ies , o rg a n s , 

fu n c tio n s , a tt itu d e s  a n d  in te r p e r s o n a l r e la tio n s h ip s  b y  th e  r u lin g  s y ste m , b u t, 

to  a c h ie v e  th e  s a m e  a im , a d d it io n a l re fin e m en ts  h a v e  n o w  b een  in tro d u c e d , 

a n d  fa r  m o re  povver b r o u g h t to b e a r  on  p e o p le ’s d es ire s , on  th e ir  u n c o n sc io u s  

s e x u a lity , th e ir  d r e a m s  a n d  h o p es. T h u s ,  co n tro l to d a y  is less a  m a tte r  o f  the 

d ir e c t  s u b je c tio n  o f  in d iv id u a ls  to  ‘v is ib le ’ sy ste m s o f  a u th o r ity , to  p u b lic ly  

o r g a n iz e d  a p p a r a tu s e s  o f  s ta n d a r d iz a t io n , th an  o f  a  m u lt itu d e  o f  m o re  o r  less 

p r iv a te  in s titu tio n a l fo rces , a s s o c ia tio n s  o f  ali k in d s  -  s p o rtin g , so c ia l a n d  

c u ltu r a l , c o m m u n ity  g ro u p s , y o u n g  p e o p le ’s c lu b s , c h u r c h e s  an d  so  on.

C a s h  p ro fits  h a v e  n e v e r  b een  the so le  o b je c t iv e  o fc a p ita l is m . T h e p u r s u it  o f  

a  c e rta in  k in d  o f  s o c ia l d o m in a t io n , o ften  lin k e d  w ith  a  so rt o f  s h o rts ig h te d  

a n d  c y n ic a l ( lite r a lly , ig n o b le )  c r e a t iv ity  h as  alvvays b een  o n e  o f  its  e sse n tia l 

m o tiv e  fo rces . A r o u n d  th e ir  tw o fu n d a m e n ta l ta r g e ts  o f  m o n e y  a n d  povver, th e  

b o u rg e o is ie s  a n d  b u re a u c r a c ie s  h a v e  th u s w o r k e d  o u t sy ste m s fo r r e g u la t in g  

a n d  c o n tr o ll in g  e x p lo ite d  p o p u la t io n s , sy ste m s vvhich h a v e , b o th  in th e  W e s t  

a n d  th e  E a s t, th e  fu r th e r  fu n c tio n  o f  e s ta b lis h in g  vvith in  th e  r u lin g  c la ss  th a t 

m in im u m  o f  c o lle c t iv e  d is c ip lin e  vvith o u t vvhich th ey  c o u ld  n o t s ta n d  u p  to th e  

c o m b in e d  p re s su r e s  o f  th e  c la ss  s tr u g g le  a n d  o f  th e  d e m a n d s  o f  g ro w th . 

P r e s e n t-d a y  c a p ita lis m  is u n iq u e  in its c a p a c ity  -  u n im p a ir e d  so fa r  -  to 

o v e r c o m e  th e  m o st se rio u s  cris es  a n d  e v e n  e m e rg e  fro m  th em  s tre n g th e n e d , 

a n d  in  its s u p e r io r ity  ö v e r  a li th e  v a r io u s  m o d e ls  o f  b u r e a u c r a t ic  s o c ia lism  as a 

m e th o d  o f  e x p lo it in g  vvorkers. T h is  is c le a r  fro m  th e fa c t  th a t, u p  to  th e  

p r e s e n t c r is is , th e  c o n c e n tr a d o n  o f  b o th  p o lit ic a l a n d  e c o n o m ic  povvers h as 

n o t b r o u g h t  a b o u t  its is o la tio n  a n d  e n c irc le m e n t, b u t  th e  re v erse : e v e r  vvider 

a r e a s  o f  s u p p o r t  h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  fo r it  in  s o c ie ty . It ca n  e v e n  b e  sa id  th a t 

c a p ita lis m  h as m a n a g e d  to  in fe c t vvorld s o c ie ty  vvith its c o n c e p t o fp r o fit  a n d  

o f  a lie n a tio n ; so  m u c h  so th a t  e v e r y  in d iv id u a l s o c ie ty , to  so m e  e x te n t, a n d  

e a c h  in  its ovvn vvay (e v e n  in c lu d in g  th e  s o c ia lis t  b u r e a u c r a c ie s ) , tak es p a rt  in 

th e  s a m e  fo rm  o f  e x p lo ita t io n  a n d  sh a r e s  th e  s a m e  p o v ver-h u n g er. T h e  

vvorkin g  c la sse s  in  th e  r ic h  c o u n tr ie s  h a v e  an  in d ir e c t  s h a r e  in  th e  p il la g e  o f  

th e  T h ir d  W o r ld , a li m en  s h a r e  in  th e  e x p lo ita tio n  o f  w o m e n , a li a d u lts  in  th e  

a lie n a t io n  o f  c h ild r e n  a n d  so  on.

S c h e m a t ic a lly ,  w e  m a y  th erefo re  su g g e s t  th a t  v vh ate v er b e lo n g s  to  the 

re a lm  o f  lavv te n d s  to b e  m o d e lle d  o n  th e  S ta te , v vh atever to  th e  re a lm  o f  d es ire  

o n  the p u r s u it  o f  p ro fit  -  in d iv id u a l fu lf ilm e n t, a n d  e v e n  lo v e , b e in g  n o t m o re  

th a n  th e  fu rth e s t  re a c h e s  o f f r e e  e n terp rise !



z. in s id e  th e State

S o  m u c h  fo r th e  n e w  r e la tio n s h ip  betvveen  S ta te s  a n d  w o rld  o r g a n iz a t io n : a 

c o n c e n tr a tio n  o f  povvers in  th e  c e n tre , a  ‘ m o le c u la r iz a t io n ’ o f  th e  fo rces  o f  

s u b je c tio n . M y  se c o n d  p o in t  r e la te s  to vvhat is h a p p e n in g  to th e  m asse s  (o r 

v vh atever te rm  o n e  u s e s ) . F o r  th e  c a p ita lis t  a n d  b u r e a u c r a t ic  tra n s fo rm a tio n s  

w e  h a v e  b een  c o n s id e r in g  h a v e  vvorked  fa r m o re  e ffe c tiv e ly  in  th e  e c o n o m ic  

sp h e re  th a n  in th e  p o lit ic a l -  w h e r e  th ey  h a v e  c o n tin u a lly  c o m e  u p  a g a in s t  

n a tio n a ) b a r r ie rs , a n d , it vvould  se e m , a rc h a is m s  o f  a li so rts . In  te rm s o f  

c a p ita liz in g  o n  th e  economic s u r p lu s -v a lu e , th ey  h a v e  a lm o s t  d is s o lv e d  fro n - 

tiers , im p o s in g  th e  o p e r a tio n  o f  w o r ld  m a rk e ts  to  c o v e r  a li a n ta g o n is m s  o f  

g o v e r n m e n ts , ra c ia l c o n flic ts , d is p a r it ie s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t. In  th e  te rm s o f  

pouıer s u r p lu s -v a lu e s , hovvever, w e  h a v e  vvitnessed  a  g e n e ra l n a r ro w in g  o f  

p e r s p e c tiv e s  w h ic h  h as  n o t m e r e ly  m a d e  it im p o s s ib le  in o u r  d a y  to set u p  a n y  

fu r tb e r  su c h  m a m m o th  te rr ito r ia l e n titie s  as th e  U S A  o r  th e  U S S R ,  b u t  h as  

p r o d u c e d  a  s e e m in g ly  u n e n d in g  p r o life ra tio n  o f  n e w  lin g u is tic , re g io n a l, 

e th n ic  a n d  o th e r  issu es.

It lo o k s a s  th o u g h  th e  term  ‘S t a t e ’ h as o u tliv e d  its u se fu ln e ss , as th o u g h  

c a p ita lis m  n o  lo n g e r  p o ssesses p o lit ic a l a n d  in s titu tio n a l to o ls  to m a tc h  its 

e c o n o m ic  d y n a m is m  -  w h ic h  is , on  th e  c o n tr a r y , stili fo r m id a b le . T h e  b e tte r  

th e  S ta te  h a s  se rv e d  in d u s tr ia l,  c o m m e r c ia l a n d  fin a n c e  c a p ita lis m  (sm o o th - 

in g  vvage n e g o t ia d o n s , s u p p o r t in g  c o m m u n ity  life  a n d  e v e n  e a s in g  th e  

d a y - to -d a y  life  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l) ,  th e  less h as  it p r o v e d  a b le  to fo llo w  a 

c o h e re n t p o lic y . S h o u ld  th is  in a b ili ty  o f  the S ta te  to p ro m o te  a n y  o v e r a ll 

ra tıo n a l p la n n in g  b e  b ia m e d  o n  th e  p o lit ic a l w e a k n e s s  o f  th o se  c u r r e n tly  in  

p o w e r , o r  th e  in c o m p e te n c e  o f  th e  te c h n o c r a ts  th ey  e m p lo y ?  C o u ld  the 

s itu a tio n  b e  re m e d ie d  b y  s u b s t itu tin g  le ft-w in g  p o lit ic ia n s  a n d  te c h n o c r a ts  

fo r rig h t-vv in g  o n e s -  w h o  w ill  in  a n y  c a s e  h a v e  b een  to  th e  sa m e  sc h o o ls  a n d  

p r o b a b ly  g o  to  th e  s a m e  d in n e r  p a rtie s ?  O r  is the fa ilu r e  p e rh a p s  p a rt  o f  a  fa r 

m o re  fu n d a m e n ta l d e v e lo p m e n t  vvh ereb y  m o d e rn  g o v e rn m e n ts  h a v e  b e co m e  

no m o re  th a n  g e a r-b o x e s  c o n n e c tin g  th e  o u ts id e  w ith  th e  in s id e , lin k in g  

s u p ra n a t io n a l a g e n ts  w ith  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p s  o f  a li k in d s  in s id e  the c o u n try ?

T h is  cr is is , th is  fa ilu r e  o f  th e  S ta te  to a d a p t , d o e s  n o t s o le ly  fa v o u r  th e  

m a n o e u v re s  o f  in te r n a t io n a l c a p ita lis m ; it  a lso  o ffers n e w  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r 

m ass a c tio n : a n d  th e  m a sse s , as I h a v e  sa id , a re  g e t t in g  less  a n d  less m a ss iv e , 

an d  a re  s e e k in g  to fin d  nevv ‘ id e n tit ie s ’ th a t  w ill e n a b le  th em  to re c o g n iz e  n o t 

m ere ly  th e ir  o w n  m a te r ia l n e ed s , b u t  a ls o  th e ir  d is t in c t iv e  c o n d itio n s  o f  

d es ire . A l i  th in g s  c o n s id e re d , w e  s h o u ld  p e rh a p s  e x p e c t  to  fin d  th e  V e a k e s t  

lin k s ’ o f  c a p ita lis m  in  the s p h e r e  o f  c o lle c t iv e  fo rces  o f  d e s ire  r a th e r  th a n  in  

th at o f  p o lit ic a l e c o n o m y . T h e  tw o  a re  o b v io u s ly  in s e p a r a b le , b u t as th e  cris is  

d e v e lo p s  th e y  g r a d u a lly  b e c o m e  o u t o f p h a s e  vvith o n e  a n o th e r . O n e  c a n  stili 

im a g in e  in te r n a t io n a l c a p ita lis m  m a n a g in g  to ‘re s o lv e ’ in  its  o w n  w a y  the



p r o b le m s  o f  r a w  m a te r ia ls  a n d  m a jö r  te c h n o lo g ic a l c h a n g e , o r  to re -d r a w  the 

w o rld  m a p  o f  in d u s tr ia l in s ta l la t io n s  -  b u t it is h a rd  to see  hovv it c o u ld  fin d  

s o lu tio n s  to  th e  p o lit ic a l,  d e m o g r a p h ic  a n d  e c o lo g ic a l p ro b le m s  in  w h ic h  it is 

novv b e c o m in g  b o g g e d  d o w n . T h e  ‘g e n iu s ’ o f  c a p ita lis m  is th a t, fo r m o st o f  the 

tw e n tie th  c e n tu r y , it h as  b e en  a b le  n o t ju s t  to n e u tr a liz e  th e  re v o lu t io n a r y  

m o v e m e n ts  th a t  s o u g h t to  o v erth ro vv  it, b u t a c tu a lly  to  u se  th em  as a  m e a n s  o f  

m u z z lin g  th e  in te r n a tio n a l p r o le ta r ia t , a n d  to so m e  e x te n t n a tio n a l lib e ra tio n  

m o v e m e n ts  a s  w e ll. F u n d a m e n ta lly , th e  c u rre n t cris is  is c h a r a c te r iz e d  n o t so 

m u c h  b y  e c o n o m ic  b reak d o vv n  as su c h , as b y  th e  in e p titu d e  d is p la y e d  b y  the 

p o lit ic a l e s ta b lis h m e n ts  in  th e  d e v e lo p e d  c a p ita lis t  c o u n tr ie s  in th e ir  en- 

d e a v o u r  to  r e s o lv e  s o c ia l p r o b le m s  -  b e  th ey  n a tio n a l o r  in te r n a tio n a l -  a lo n g  

tr a d it io n a l re fo r m is t  lin e s. T h e  r e c ip e  o f  s h o r in g  u p  th e  S ta te  b u r e a u c r a c y  

w ith  a  v vo rk ers ’ b u r e a u c r a c y  is fa ilin g  in c o u n trie s  as p o lit ic a lly  d iv e r g e n t  as 

I t a ly  a n d  E n g la n d . N o r  d o e s  it se e m  th a t th e  F r e n c h  s o c ia l d e m o c r a ts  are  

b e in g  a n y  m o re  su c c e s s fu l in th is  re s p e c t  th a n  th e ir  E n g lis h  c o u n te r p a r ts  o r 

th e  I ta lia n  C o m m u n is t  P a r t y . A s  lo n g  as th e  in s t itu t io n a liz in g  o f  th e  vvo rk ers’ 

m o v e m e n t c o in c id e d  w ith  th e  m o d e r n iz a tio n  o f  c a p ita lis m , a n d  b o th  p ro - 

cesses r e m a in e d  in  e s se n c e  vvith in  th e  r e la t iv e ly  n a r r o w  n a tio n a l fram evvork, 

th e  d is c o n te n t  o f  th e  vvorkers, th a t  is, s o c ia l p r e s su r e , fu n c tio n e d  as a k in d  o f  

‘s e le c t iv e ’ p r e s s u r e  on  in d u s tr y , a n d  th e  w e a k e r  h a d  to  a lig n  th e m se lv e s  w ith  

th e  s tr o n g e r  o r  p e ris h . W ith  so c ia l p r o g re ss  a n d  th e  p r o g re ss  o f  c a p ita lis m  

th u s  c o m p le m e n tin g  e a c h  o th e r , th e  te n d e n c y  w a s  fo r  th e  vvo rk in g  m asse s  to 

b e  d e -p r o le ta r ia n iz e d  a n d  to  c o n fo r m  to  th e  p a tte r n s  o f  co n s u m e ris m  th a t 

w e re  essen  tia l b o th  to  p r o d u c t io n  a n d  to th e  s ta b il ity  o f  s o c ia l re la tio n s . T h e  

c o m in g  to p ovver o f  s o c ia l-d e m o c r a t  o r  E u r o -c o m m u n is t  b u r e a u c r a c ie s  in  a  

n u m b e r  o fW e s t e r n  c o u n tr ie s , as p a r t  o f  th is  ‘cr is is  o fr e fo r m is m ’ , ca n  o n ly , in 

m y  v ie w , a c c e le r a te  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th is in te r n a tio n a l cr is is . In d e e d , th ere  

is n o  re a so n  to  b e lie v e  th a t  th e y  w ill h a v e  a n y  m o re  c o n tro l ö v e r  the 

in te r n a t io n a l e c o n o m y  th a n  ö v e r  th e  S ta te  m a c h in e , w h ic h  vvill g o  on  

s p in n in g  ro u n d  on  its o w n  a x is , p a s s iv e ly  re g is te r in g  e c o n o m ic  fa c ts , a n d  

ta k in g  n o te  o f  th e  State o f  th e  p a rtie s , vvith o u t h a v in g  a n y  re a l in flu e n c e  on  th e  

c o u rse  o fe v e n ts  a t  a li. I f t h e s e  s o c ia l d e m o c r a ts  a n d  E u ro -c o m m u n is ts  re str ic t  

th e ir  a c tiv it ie s  to  th e  m ass  m e d ia , to  th e  vvorld o f  th e  s p e c ta c le , th en  th e y  vvill 

u lt im a te ly  h a v e  n o e ffect o th e r  th a n  to  d e m o b iliz e  th o se  vvho c o u ld  h a v e  b een  

th e  a g e n ts  o f  re a l so c ia l c h a n g e .

F u r th e r m o r e , it is b y  n o  m e a n s  im p o s s ib le  th a t  th ere  w ill be a  d iv o r c e  

betvveen  tra d e -u n io n is m  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  a n d  th e  s o c ia lis t  a n d  c o m m u n is t  

p a rtie s  o n  th e  o th e r . A n  ‘ E n g lis h - s ty le ’ d e v e lo p m e n t, a  p ro c e s s  v vh ereb y th e  

t ra d e  u n io n s  b e c o m e  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  th e  la b o u r  m o v e m e n t, a n d  vvhich  

l i te ra lly  p a r a ly s e s  th e  v a r io u s  a tte m p ts  o f  m o d e rn  c a p ita lis m  to  e s c a p e  fro m  

th e  c r is is , c a n n o t  b e  ru le d  o u t  in  F r a n c e . In  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  fie rc e  

c o m p e tit iv e  s tr u g g le s  a m o n g  th e  g r e a t  in d u s tr ia l povvers, th e  fa c t  th a t  th e



tr a d e -u n io n  b u re a u c r a c ie s  a re  d is ta n c in g  th e m se lv e s  fro m  th e p o lit ic a l p ar- 

ties o f  th e  le ft (n o t, o f  c o u rs e , to o p t  fo r r e v o lu t io n a r y  s y n d ic a lis m , b u t  to 

b e c o m e  m o re  fir m ly  e m b e d d e d  in  a n  A m e r ic a n -s ty le  c o rp o ra tis m ) c o u ld  th u s 

le a d  to  th e  m o d e rn is t  ru le rs  o f  th o se  c o u n trie s  n o  lo n g e r  h a v in g  the o p tio n  o f  

u s in g  th e  s o c ia l c o n tra c t  as a  le v e r  to  tu m  in tr a -c a p ita lis t  c o n flic ts  to  th e ir  

o w n  a d v a n ta g e . T h e  tim e  m a y  s o o n  b e  p a st vvhen, in  a  se rio u s cr is is , the 

p a rtie s  o f  s o c ia l d e m o c r a c y  seem  th e  best p la c e d  to s a v e  th e  b a c o ıı o f  th e  

b o u rg e o is ie  a n d  g e t  th e  c a p ita lis t  s y ste m  g o in g  a g a in . It is tru e  th a t  in 

G e r m a n y  a n d  S c a n d in a v ia  it se e m s to  h a v e  vvorked  u p  to  n o w -  b u t h o w  lo n g  

w ill th ese  su c c e s s  sto rie s  g o  on?

A t  p re s e n t, n e ith e r  th e  m o g u ls  o fin te r n a tio n a l c a p ita lis m , n o r  th e  b u r e a u c ­

r a c ie s  o f  th e  E a s t, n o r  th e  ‘a lt e r n a t iv e ’ le a d e rs  o f  th e  E u r o p e a n  left h a v e  a n y  

m e a n s, o r  e v e n  a n y  id e a s , fo r  c o p in g  vvith th e  g ig a n t ic  la n d slid e s  th a t  are  

ro c k in g  o u r  w o r ld . T h e y  a re  a li s t ili  l iv in g  in  a  U t o p ia  in  vvhich the e c o n o m ic  

m a c h in e  c a n  g o  o n  in d e fin ite ly  d e p e n d in g  on  th e  te c h n iq u e s  p r o v id e d  b y  the 

S ta te  a p p a r a tu s  fo r c o n tr o ll in g  th e  m asses -  th e  a r m y , s c h o o ls , p u b lic  

s e rv ic e s , tra d e -u n io n  b u re a u c r a c ie s  a n d , m o st re c e n t o f  a li ,  th e  m e d ia . 

C e r ta in ly  s o c ia l c o n tro l h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a c h ie v e d  w ith  as litt le  v io le n c e  as it  is 

to d a y . P e o p le  a re  k ep t th e  p r is o n e rs  o f  th e ir  e n v ir o n m e n t -  o f  th e  id e a s , th e  

ta s te , th e  m o d e ls , th e  w a y s  o f  b e in g , th e  im a g e s  c o n s ta n t ly  p res en te d  to  th em , 

e v e n  th e  tu rn s  o f  p h ra s e  th a t  ru n  th ro u g h  th e ir  h e a d s . B u t  th is  s y ste m  o f  

s u b je c tio n  b y  k in d n e ss , b y  c o lle c t iv e  so m n o le n c e , h a s  b e g u n  to  b re a k  d o w n . 

P e o p le  a re  b e in g  ro u se d  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f ‘ n o ise s ’ . F irs t  o f  a li, o n  th e  e c o n o m ic  

le v e l, th e  ‘ n o r m a l’ m e c h a n is m s  o fs u b ju g a t io n  a re  g o in g  w ro n g : th e  ‘ n o r m a l’ 

in s tru m e n t o f  u n e m p lo y  m e n t is  a p p r o a c h in g  d a n g e r  le v e l a lm o s t  everyvvh ere, 

a n d  ‘ n o r m a l’ in fia t io n  -  a  w a y  o f  in d ir e c t ly  ta x in g  th e  w a g e -e a r n e r  -  is 

te n d in g  to  g e t  o u t  o f  c o n tro l. R e g io n s  o f  th e  vvorld a n d  c o u n trie s  b e lie v e d  

q u ite  re c e n tly  to b e  m a jö r  e c o n o m ic  grovvth  p o in ts  a re  s lu m p in g  d o w n  in to  

u n d e r -d e v e lo p m e n t. T h e  c a s e  o f  I t a ly  is h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t  in  th is  re sp ec t, in  as 

m u c h  as th a t  c o u n tr y  h a s  fo r se v e r a l y e a r s  s u r v iv e d  o n ly  b y  b e in g  g iv e n  

in te r n a t io n a l a id . E n g la n d  h a s  s e tt le d  in to  a  lo n g -te rm  cris is  w h o se  u p sh o t it 

is h a rd  to  p r e d ic t . A n d  fin a lly , w e  a re  vvitn essin g  th e  g e n e r a l liq u id a t io n  o f  th e  

id e o lo g ie s  a n d  m o d e ls  o f  re fe re n c e  o f  s o c ia lis m , a n d  th e  c o lla p s e , o n e  a fte r  

a n o th e r , o f  th e  v a r io u s  s o c ia lis t  M e c c a s .

S c h e m a t ic a liy , a g a in , o n e  c a n  d is t in g u is h  fo u r  m a jö r  p e rio d s  in  th e  h is to ry  

o f  w o r k in g -c la s s  in te g r a d o n :

a  p e rio d  o f in te n s iv e  u r b a n iz a t io n , vvith efForts to s to p  w o rk e rs  m o v in g  fro m  

p la c e  to  p la c e  in s id e  th e  c o u n try ;

a  p e r io d  o f  w o r k e r  e d u c a t io n , o f  th e  se m io tic  in te g r a tio n  o f  th e  la b o u r  fo rc e  

in to  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  th e  r u lin g  c la s s  a n d  ıts  sy ste m s o f  h ie ra r c h y ;

a  p e r io d  o f  ‘s o c ia liz a t io n ’ r e fle c t in g  th e  in c o r p o r a tio n  o f  th e  vvorkers’ 

m o v e m e n t a n d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  c o n tr a c tu a l tra d e -u n io n is m ;



a  p e rio d  o fg e n e r a liz e d  s u b ju g a t io n , b y  m ea n s  o f t h e  m a ss  m e d ia , w ith  the 

s e tt in g -u p  as th e  n o rm  o f  a  m o d e l b a se d  on  th e  A m e r ic a n  W a y  o f  L ife , a n d  so 

on .

T h e  v a r io u s  te c h n o lo g ie s  o fs u b je c t io n , a n d  th e in s t itu t io n s  th a t  w e re  set u p  

d u r in g  th e  c o u rs e  o f  th ese  d iffe re n t  p e r io d s  (vvhich h a v e  n o t b een  e lim in a te d  

as tim e  w e n t  o n , b u t  in te rvv o v en ), n o lo n g e r  c o rr e s p o n d  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

th e  fo rces  o f  p r o d u c t io n , th e  in te r n a t io n a liz a t io n  o f  th e  e c o n o m y  o r  th e  n e w  

ty p e  o f  d e s ire  novv s u r g in g  u p  a m o n g  th e  m asses. In  o th e r  w o r d s - a t  le a s t th is 

is m y  h y p o th e s is  -  th e  fo u r  sets  o f  p r o b le m s  ju s t  m en tio n e d  a re  o n  th e  w a y  to 

b e in g  re p la c e d  b y  fo u r  lin e s  o f  c r is is , o f  w h ic h  o n e  c a n n o t  a t  p r e s e m  sa y  h o w  

th ey  w ili  d e v e lo p :

a  cr is is  o f  t e rr ito r ia l c o n tro l, a n d  a b o v e  a li o f  S ta te  p o w e r  (o n e  c a n  a lm o st 

ta lk  in  te rm s o f  a  ‘ vv ith erin g  avvay o f  th e  S t a t e ’ , th o u g h  in  a  se n se  v e r y  d iffe re n t 

fro m  th e M a r x is t  o n e );

a  cr is is  in th e  tra d it io n a l m e th o d s  o fe c o n o m ic  s u b je c tio n  (u n e m p lo y m e n t, 

in fla tio n , e te .)  w h ic h  is e s s e n t ia lly  lin k e d  to th e  in te r n a t io n a liz a t io n  o f  

e c o n o m ic  a n d  p r o d u c t io n  m e c h a n is m s  -  th a t is, th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  

c a p ita lis m ;

a  cris is  in  th e  m e th o d s  fo r s u b je c tin g  th e  vvork fo rc e , th e  s o c ia liz a tio n  o f  

in d iv id u a ls  (a  cr is is  o f  in s titu tio n s  -  s c h o o ls , u n io n s, tr a d it io n a l p o lit ic a l 

a c tiv it ie s , e te .) ,  vvh ich  is in  tu rn  re la te d  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f t h e  m ass  m ed ia ;

a  c r is is  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  th e  n e w  s e n s i t iv i t y  d e v e l o p i n g  a m o n g  th e  m a s s e s , th e  

e m e r g e n c e  o f  a  n e w  s o r t  o f  s t r u g g le  -  n o  lo n g e r  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  th e  S t a n d a r d  o f  

l i v i n g  b u t  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l ife  -  a n d  a  n e w  ty p e  o f d e m a n d  c o n c e r n e d  v vith  

w h a t  w e  m a y  c a l i  ‘ th e  r ig h t  to  d e s i r e ’ .

O n e  vvon d ers h o w  th e  le a d e rs  a n d  th eo r ists  o f  th e  le ft w h o , on  th e ir  o w n  

a d m is s io n , h a v e  d e c id e d  to  m a k e  n o  e sse n tia l c h a n g e s  ( ‘a t  le a st to s ta rt w it h ’ , 

th e y  sa y )  c a n  p o s s ib ly  c la im  th a t th e ir  e c o n o m ic  p r o g r a m m e  w ill  m a k e  it 

p o s s ib le  to  re s o lv e  th ese  cris es  -  in  sc h o o ls , vvo rk ro o m s, b a r r a c k s , p r iso n s, 

h o s p ita ls , e te . A n d  w h a t  vvill h a p p e n  i f  th e  g r e a t  m ass  o f  vvorkers d e c id e  to 

r e je c t  th e  ‘n e c e s s a r y  s a c r if ic e s ’ -  a s  th ey  a re  b e g in n in g  to  in  I ta ly ?  A n d  w h a t  i f  

a n  e v e r - in e r e a s in g  m in o r ity  re fu se  to  g o  on  p la y in g  th e  g a m e , a n d  s ta rt  

c h a lle n g in g  in  th e ir  e v e r y d a y  liv e s  th e  le g a l, d o m e s tic  o r  s e x u a l re la d o n s  o f  

th e  p r e s e n t s y s te m , vvhich  th e  v a r io u s  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  th e  le ft a re , b y  a li the 

e v id e n c e , c o n tin u in g  to  a p p ro v e ?

T h e  a llia n c e  betvveen  o ff ic ia l tra d e -u n io n is m  a n d  th e  p a rtie s  o f  the le ft  is 

b a se d  u p o n  a  p a s s iv e  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  c a p ita lis m  b y  b ro a d  s e c d o n s  o f  th e  

vvo rk in g  e la ss . B u t  th e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  p o lit ic a l b a n k r u p te y  o f  th e  r ig h t  m a y  

w e ll h a v e  a n  e fîe c t  o n  th is  c o o p e r a t iv e  s ta te  o f  m in d . T h o u g h ,  in  a n  e a r lie r  

p h a s e , th e  g ro v v in g  in d e p e n  d e n c e  o f  th e  u n io n  m o v e m e n t c a u s e s  th e  w o r k in g  

e la ss  to  tu rn  in  u p o n  itse lf, a n d  e v e n  to  so m e  e x te n t  to  in te n s ify  th tpoujadism  o f  

its m o re  c o n fo r m is t  e le m e n ts , it  m a y  e q u a lly , in  a  la te r  p h a s e , fo ster  th e



d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  m o v e s  tovvards ‘ w o r k e r s ’ a u to n o m y ’ -  to  b o rro w  an I ta lia n  

term  s u g g e s t iv e  o f n e w  r e v o lu t io n a r y  a td tu d e s .

W ith o u t  g o in g  so  fa r as to  im a g in e  a  re c u rre n c e  o f  th e  k in d  o f  h u g e  

u p h e a v a ls  w e  s a w  in M a y  1968 in  F r a n c e , it d o e s  seem  th a t a  n u m b e r  o fs ig n s  

in d ic a te  th a t e ve r-v v id e n in g  so c ia l g r o u p s  a re  n o t c o n te n t to g o  o n  as th ey  

a lvvays h a v e . A n  in c r e a s in g  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  a re  b e g in n in g  to re ject c e rta in  

fo rm s o f  c o n s u m e ris m . T o  e x h o r ta t io n s  to a c q u ir e  m o re  ca rs , m o re  p r iv a te  

h o u se s , m o re  h o u s e h o ld  m a c h in e s , m o re  r e a d y -m a d e  e n te r ta in m e n t a n d , in 

o rd e r  to  d o  so , to  vvork h a rd e r , jo in  th e  ra t  ra c e , w e a r  o n e s e lfo u t  b efo re  o n e ’s 

tim e , th e y  re p ly , ‘ W h a t ’s th e  p o in t?  W h o  d o e s  it  h e lp ? ’ T h o u g h  e sse n tia l to  

k ee p  c a p ita lis m  ru n n in g  s m o o th ly , s u c h  e x h o rta tio n s  m a y  be p a r t ly  m iss in g  

th e  p o in t. A t  b o tto m , th e  v e r y  id e a  th a t  a n y  s o lu tio n  to  o u r  p res en t so c io - 

e c o n o m ic  p r o b le m s  ca n  b e  fo u n d  vvith in  th e  e x is t in g  fr a m e w o r k  is lo s in g  its 

c r e d ib ility . N o th in g  -  n o  a m o u n t o f  b e in g  b la c k m a ile d  in to  u n ited  a c tio n  o r 

fr ig h te n e d  in to  p a s s iv ity  -  sh o u ld  p r e v e n t o u r  e n v is a g in g  th e  p o s s ib ility  o f  a  

w o rld  v e r y  d iffe re n t fro m  th e o n e  w e  a re  n o w  a lm o s t  fo r c ib ly  m a d e  to a c c e p t. 

F o r  e x a m p le , s h o u ld  th e  left c o m e  to p o w e r:

-  it w o u ld  be u n a b le  to c u re  u n e m p lo y m e n t;

-  it w o u ld  b e  u n a b le , w h ile  k e e p in g  to  the ru les o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  g a m e  (b o th  

e x te rn a l a n d  in te r n a l) , to rid  th e  F r e n c h  e c o n o m y  o f  it s d e p e n d e n c e  on  th e  

vvorld m a rk e t  a n d  th e  s u p e r-p o w e rs  th a t  c o n tro l it;

-  th ere  vvould be in c re a se d  d is ta n c in g  betvveen d iffe re n t re g io n s, b e tw e e n  

d iffe re n t s o c ia l a n d  p ro fe ss io n a l c la s s e s , b e tw e e n  a g e -g r o u p s , b e tw e e n  th e  

sexes a n d  so  o n : in o th e r  w o rd s  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  th ere  w o u ld  b e  so c ia l 

s tr a tific a tio n  a n d  a n  e v e r  m o re  p a r a ly s in g  a n d  d e m a n d in g  so c ia l a n d  eco n - 

o m ic  in e rtia , a n d  on  th e  o th e r  a n  in c r e a s in g ly  c o n fid e n t m a rg in a lis m , a 

b re a k in g -a v v a y  fr o m  ‘ m a r g in a l U tilities ’ to  a d o p t n e w  w a y s  o f l iv in g .

R a th e r  th a n  b e in g  sa tis fie d  w ith  s it t in g  b a c k  to  vvatch th e  e le c to ra l g r a n d  

fin a le , w e  s h o u ld  b e  a s k in g  th e  le ft  a  c e r ta in  n u m b e r  o fp r e lim in a r y  q u es tio n s . 

W h a t, fo r in s ta n c e , vvill th e y  d o  to  c o n tr o l th e  e c o n o m y  ı f  th e y  lo se  th e  u n io n s, 

as h as h a p p e n e d  in  B r ita in ?  W h a t  w ill th ey  d o  to c o n tro l y o u n g  p e o p le , 

vvom en a n d  a li th e  v a r io u s  m in o r itie s  th a t  seek  to p ro fit b y  th e  o c c a s io n  to g e t 

so m e c h a n g e s  m a d e ?  W ill  th e y  b e  c a p a b le  o f  e n s u r in g  la w  a n d  o rd e r?  VVe 

m u st a lso  a n a ly s e  in  d e ta il th e  m o tiv e s  u n d e r ly in g  o u r  o w n  d e fe a tism  -  fo r , in 

fact, th e  im p lic it  h y p o th e s is  fo r m a n y  o f  us is th at, v vh atever h a p p e n s , w e  sh a ll 

be th e  lo se rs . A fte r  a li ,  h is to ry  s h o w s th a t  th e  le ft  h a s  a lvvays s u c c e e d e d  in 

re sto rin g  o r d e r  a n d  a b s o r b in g  tro u b le s o m e  m o v e m e n ts  b e tte r  th a n  th e  rig h t. 

Y e t  -  w h o  is  to  s a y  th a t  th is  m u s t  a lw a y s  h a p p e n ?  W e  m u st n o t, o f  co u rse , 

d e lu d e  o u rs e lv e s :  th e  p a rtie s  o f  th e  le ft  a re  a lr e a d y  p r e p a r in g  to ‘ fa ce  u p  to 

th eir r e s p o n s ib ilit ie s ’ , as th e y  s a y  -  in  o th e r  w o rd s , to  m a k e  u se o f  w h a te v e r  

form s o fr e p r e s s io n  ‘c ir c u m s ta n c e s  m a y  r e q u ir e ’ (a n o th e r  h allovved  p h ra se ). 

B u t w ili th e y  s t ili h a v e  th e  m ea n s  to  d o  it th is tim e? I t  is n o t a  fo reg o n e



c o n c lu s io n . W it h o u t  e n te r ta in in g  a n y  m e s s ia n ic  v is io n s  o f  th e  povver o f  crises 

a n d  r e v o lu tio n s , it is u n d e n ia b le  th a t the c o m p le te  d is illu s io n m e n t w ith  the 

e le c to r a l p ro c e s s  e v id e n c e d  in  th e  rise  o f  th e  e c o lo g ic a l m o v e m e n t a n d  o f  the 

e x tr e m e  left in  F r a n c e , th e  v vo rsen in g  o f  th e  cris is  in I ta ly , th e  b irth  o f  th e  nevv 

S p a in  a n d  th e  g r o w th  o fd is s id e n c e  in  E a s te r n  E u r o p e  vvou ld  seem  to  h e ra ld  a 

p e rio d  o f  m a jö r  u p h e a v a ls . H o w e v e r , a  k in d  o f  m ass  to rp o r, fo stered  b y  the 

m a ss  m e d ia , s t ili m a k e s  us a li to o  o ften  re fu se  to c o n s id e r  the p o s s ib ility  o f  a n y  

re a l h is to r ic a l r u p tu re . I t  is n o t ju s t  a  m a tte r  o f  s p e c u la tio n  a b o u t the fu tu re . 

In s te a d  o f  e x p e c tin g  th e  ‘ in e v ita b le ’ re tu rn  o f  fa sc ism , s in c e  u lt im a te ly  it is 

a lw a y s  th e  s a m e  m e c h a n ic a l s c h e m a  th a t co m es  to  m in d , w e  c o u ld  try  

s ta r t in g  fro m  th e  c o n tr a ry  h y p o th e s is :  th a t a t th e  tu rn  o f  th is  c e n tu r y , a nevv 

ty p e  o f  r e v o lu t io n  a t  la st b e c a m e  p o s s ib le , a re v o lu tio n  n o  lo n g e r  so le ly  

a fie c t in g  p o lit ic a l  s y ste m s, b u t le a d in g  to  a q u e s tio n in g  o f  a li, e v e n  the tin iest, 

c o g s  a n d  w h e e ls  o f  so c ie ty . O n e  h a r d ly  d a re s  to  u tte r  s u c h  th o u g h ts  a lo u d  

th ese  d a y s , fo r fe a r  o f  b e in g  r id ic u le d  b y the nevv le a d e rs  o f  le ftist th o u g h t: 

‘G o o d  G o d , h e r e ’s a n o th e r  id io t  vvho b e lie v e s  in  d re a m s  c o m in g  tru e: h e 

d o e s n ’ t seem  to re a liz e  th a t  M a y  ’68 is ö v e r  a n d  it vvon ’ t be b a c k  -  a n d  a  g o o d  

th in g  to o !’

Y e t ,  a fte r  a li, i fh is t o r ic a l  re fe re n c e s  a re  so im p o rta n t, w h y  n o t re c a ll tim es 

vvhen w h a t  vvere a p p a r e n t ly  the m o st to ta lly  se c u re  p e o p le , a n d  id e a s , a n d  

in s titu tio n s , vvere a li svvept avvay? Is it n o t a t  su c h  m o m e n ts  th at d es ire , fa r  

fro m  b e in g  c o n fu se d  vvith r e a lity , a c tu a lly  tak es r e a lity  b y  the th ro a t a n d  

tra n s fo rm s it?



Molecular Revolution and Class Struggle

T h e  E n d  o f  F e tish ism

B e n e a th  M a r x  a n d  F r e u d , b e n e a th  M a r x o lo g y  a n d  F r e u d o lo g y , lies  th e  s h it  

r e a lity  o f  th e  c o m m u n is t  m o v e m e n t  a n d  th e  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  m o v e m e n t. W e  

h a v e  to  s ta r t  fro m  th is  fa c t , a n d  k e e p  c o m in g  b a c k  to  it. A n d  I u se  th e  w o rd  

sh it a d v is e d ly  -  it is h a r d ly  e v e n  a  m e ta p h o r: c a p ita lis m  re d u c e s  e v e r y th in g  to 

a  s ta te  o fs h it ,  o f  a n  a m o r p h o u s  a n d  s im p lif ie d  flu x  fro m  w h ic h  e v e ry o n e  m u st 

e x tr a c t  h is o w n  s h a r e  in  h is o w n  p r iv a te  a n d  g u ilt - r id d e n  w a y . T h e  k e y n o te  is 

e x c h a n g e : a b s o lu te ly  a n y th in g , in  th e  ‘ p r o p e r ’ p r o p o r t io n s , c a n  be e q u iv a le n t  

to  a b s o lu te ly  a n y th in g  e lse . M a r x  a n d  F r e u d , fo r  in s ta n c e , b o ile d  dovvn to  a 

d o g m a t ic  p u lp , c a n  be in tro d u c e d  in to  c o m m o n  c u r r e n c y  vvith ou t a n y  risk  to  

th e  s y s te m . M a r x is m  a n d  F r e u d ia n is m  h a v e  b e e n  so  p a in s ta k in g ly  n e u tra l-  

iz e d  b y  th e  c o n s titu te d  b o d ie s  o f  th e  v vo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t, th e  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  

m o v e m e n t a n d  th e  u n iv e rs itie s  th a t  n o t o n ly  d o  th ey  u p se t n o b o d y , b u t  th ey  

h a v e  e v e n  b e c o m e  g u a r a n to r s  o f  th e  e s ta b lis h e d  o rd e r , th u s  s h o w in g  b y  a 

reductio ad absürdüm th a t  th a t  o r d e r  c a n n o t  b e  s e r io u s ly  sh a k e n . I t  m a y  be 

o b je c te d  th a t  o n e  o u g h t  n o t to  b la m e  th ese  th eo ries  fo r th e  d is to rte d  fo rm s o f  

p r a x is  th a t  c la im  to  b e  b a s e d  o n  th e m , th a t th e ir  o r ig in a l m e s sa g e  h a s  b een  

fa ls if ie d , th a t  o n e  m u st g e t  b a c k  to  th e  so u rc e s , c o r r e c t  in a c c u r a te  tra n s la -  

tio n s, e te . T h is  is  th e  fe tish is t  tra p . T h e r e  is n o  e x a m p le  a n yvvh ere  in  th e  

s c ie n c e s  o f  th is  so rt o f  re s p e c t  fo r  th e  te x ts  a n d  fo r m u la e  p r o p o u n d e d  b y  th e  

g ia n ts  o f  th e  p a s t . R e v is io n is m  is  th e  n o rm . W e  a re  e n d le s s ly  r e la t iv iz in g , 

r e a r r a n g in g , d is m a n t lin g  a li  th e  a c c e p te d  th e o r ie s , a n d  th o se  th a t  re sis t 

re m a in  u n d e r  p e r m a n e n t  a tta c k . F a r  fro m  s e tt in g  o u t  to  m u m m ify  th em , th e  

a im  is to  o p e n  th e m  o u t o n to  fu r th e r  c o n s tru c tio n s  th a t  a r e ju s t  as p r o v is io n a l, 

b u t  m o re  fir m ly  g r o u n d e d  in  th e  s o lid  e a r th  o f  e x p e r ie n c e . W h a t  m a tte rs , in  

th e  la st re s o r t, is h o w  a  th e o r y  is u se d . W e  c a n n o t th e r e fo re  s im p ly  ig n o re  th e  

p r a c t ic a l m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  M a n d s m  a n d  F r e u d ia n is m . W e  h a v e  to  s ta r t  o f f  

fro m  w h a t  is a c tu a lly  b e in g  d o n e  in  o r d e r  to  w o r k  o u r  vvay b a c k  to  th e  o r ig in a l 

fla w s  in  th e  th e o r ie s , in  a s  m u c h  a s  it  is  th e y , in  o n e  vvay o r  a n o th e r , th a t  g iv e  a 

h a n d le  to s u c h  d is to rtio n s  in  th e  first p la c e . I t  is h a rd  fo r th e  vvork o f  

th e o r iz in g  to  e v a d e  th e  c a p ita lis t  te n d e n e y  to  r itu a liz e , to  ta k e  ö v e r  a n y

i .  I n te r v ie w  vvith A r n o  M u n s te r  a b o u t  A n t i- O e d ip u s ,  FrankfurterRundsckau, i 7 j a n u a r y  19 73.



a c tiv ity  th a t is e v e n  m in im a lly  s u b v e r s iv e , b y  c u tt in g  it ofT from  a li in vest-  

m en ts o f  d es ire ; th e o r iz in g  c a n  o n ly  h o p e  to  e m e rg e  fro m  its g h e tto  i f i t  o p e n s 

o u t o n to  re a l s tru g g le s . T h e  first ta s k  o f  a  th e o ry  o f  d e s ire  m u st b e  to try  to  p ick  

o u t vvays o f  b r e a k in g  tn ro u g h  in to  th e  s o c ia l fie ld , r a th e r  th a n  s a n c tio n in g  the 

q u a s i- m y s tic a l p r a c t ic e  o f  th e  p r iv a te  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic a l e n c o u n te r  as it h as 

d e v e lo p e d  a fte r  F re u d . C o r r e s p o n d in g ly , a n y  th e o r iz in g  th a t  b ears o n  the 

p r e s e n t c la s s  s tr u g g le  m u st be c o n c e rn e d  p r im a r ily  w ith  h o w  to  o p en  th at 

s tr u g g le  o u t to th e  d e s ir e -p ro d u c tio n  a n d  c r e a t iv ity  o f  th e  m ass  o f  th e  p e o p le . 

M a r n s ın ,  in  a li its fo rm s, is la c k in g  in  d e s ire  a n d  lo ses  its e sse n ce  b y  te n d in g  

tovvards b u r e a u c r a t is m  a n d  h u m a n is m , w h ile  F re u d ia n is m  h as n o t m e r e ly  

ig n o re d  th e  c la s s  s tr u g g le  fro m  th e  first, b u t h a s , fu rth e r, c o n tin u a lly  fa ls ified  

its e a r ly  d is c o v e r ie s  r e la tiv e  to u n c o n s c io u s  d es ire  b y  t r y in g  to  h an d cu fT  th em  

to  th e  fa m ily  a n d  so c ia l n o rm s o f  th e  p r e v a ilin g  o rd e r . R e fu s in g  to fa c e  th ese  

fu n d a m e n ta l d ra v v b a c k s  a n d  tr y in g  to  g lo s s  ö v e r  th em  re su lts  in m a k in g  it 

seem  th a t  th e  in te r n a l l im ita tio n s  o f  th e  th eo r ie s  a re  lim ita tio n s  th a t  a re  

in tr in s ic a lly  in s u p e r a b le . T h e r e  a re  tw o  m eth o d s  o f  re c e iv in g  th e o r e tic a l 

s ta te m e n ts: th e  a c a d e m ic ’s vvay is to  ta k e , or le a v e , th e  te x t  as it s ta n d s , 

vvh ereas th e  e n th u s ia s t ’s vvay is to ta k e  it and le a v e  it, m a n ip u la t in g  it as h e 

sees fit, t r y in g  to  u se it to  throvv lig h t  o n  his c irc u m s ta n c e s  a n d  d ire c t  h is  life. 

T h e  p o in t is to  try  a n d  m a k e  th e  te x t vvork. A n d  in  th is  re sp e c t, vvhat strik es 

o n e  m o st fo r c e fu lly  in M a r x is m  a n d  F r e u d ia n is m  is n o t th e  c o n s is te n c y  o f  

th e ir  s ta te m e n ts , b u t th e  to n e  o f  o p p o s it io n  in  vvhich th e y  a re  m a d e , th e  vvay 

th e y  re je c t H e g e lia n is m , b o u r g e o is  p o lit ic a l e c o n o m y , a c a d e m ic  p s y c h o lo g y , 

c o n te m p o r a r y  p s y c h ia tr y  a n d  so  on .

T h e  v e r y  n o tio n  o f  a  c o n ju n c tio n  betvveen th ese  tw o  s e p a ra te  b o d ies , 

M a r x is m  a n d  F re u d ia n is m , d is to rts  th e  p e rs p e c tiv e . D e ta c h e d  sc ra p s  o f  

M a r x is m  c a n  a n d  s h o u ld  c o n tr ib u te  to  a  p r a x is  th a t  b e a rs  o n  th e  c la ss  

s tru g g le . T h e  v e r y  n o tio n  o f  a  th e o r y  o f  a n d  a s e p a r a tio n  betvveen  th e  p r iv a te  

p u r s u it  o f  d e s ire  a n d  th e  p u b lic  fie ld  o fc o n f lic ts  o f in te r e s t  le a d s  im p lic it ly  to  

c a p ita lis t  in te g ra tio n . P r iv a te  ovvn ersh ip  o f  th e  m ea n s  o f  p r o d u c tio n  is 

in tr in s ic a lly  b o u n d  u p  vvith m a k in g  d e s ire  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  th e  self, th e  fa m ily  

a n d  th e  s o c ia l o rd e r . F irs t , e v e r y  a p p r o a c h  to  d e s ire  on  th e  p a rt  o f  th e  vvorker 

is b lo c k e d , b y  fa m ilia lis t  c a s tr a tio n  a n d  th e  tra p s o fc o n s u m e r is m , a n d  so  on; 

a fte r  vvhich  it  is n o t h a r d  to  ta k e  p o s se ss io n  o fh is  la b o u r-p o vv er. I t  is C a p i t a l ’s 

first r e q u ir e m e n t to  s e p a r a te  d e s ire  fro m  vvork. T h e  m iss io n  o f  the th eo rists  

vvho se rv e  it is th e re fo re  to  s e p a r a te  p o lit ic a l e c o n o m y  fro m  the e c o n o m y  o f  

d e s ire . W o r k  a n d  d e s ir e  a re  in  c o n tr a d ic t io n  o n ly  in  th e  fram evvork  o f  the 

c le a r ly  d e fin e d  p r o d u c tio n  re la tio n s , s o c ia l re la tio n s  a n d  fa m ily  re la tio n s  o f  

c a p ita lis m  a n d  b u r e a u c r a t ic  s o c ia lis m . N o  a lie n a tio n  o f  d e s ire , n o  p sy c h o - 

s e x u a l c o m p le x , is r a d ic a lly  a n d  u lt im a te ly  is o la b le  fro m  e x te rn a l re p ressio n  

a n d  p s y c h o -s o c ia l c o m p le x e s . T o  s a y , fo r in s ta n c e , th a t th e  M a o is m  o f  the 

p r e s e n t-d a y  C h in e s e  is stili d e p e n d e n t u p o n  a  u n iv e rs a l O e d ip u s  c o m p le x  is



as m u c h  a s  to  s a y  th a t  M a o is m  it s e lf i s  s o m e th in g  e te rn a l, fo r e v e r  r is in g  a g a in  

fro m  its ovvn a sh e s . B u t  o f  c o u rs e  h is to ry  is n o t lik e  th a t. A  re v o lu t io n a r y  in 

F r a n c e  a fte r  M a y  1968 is , fro m  th e  p o in t o f  vievv o f  d e s ire , a  to ta lly  d ifferen t 

b re e d  fro m  h is  fa th e r  in  J u n e  193 6 . T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  p o s s ib le  O e d ip a l  

r e la t io n s h ip  th e re . T h e r e  is n e ith e r  id e n tif ic a tio n  n o r  r iv a lr y . W e  c a n n o t 

d is c e rn  a n y  c o n tin u ity  in  th e  c h a n g e . A n d  i f i t  is  tru e  to  s a y  th a t  it  i s ju s t  th is 

k in d  o f  b r e a k  th a t  m a k e s  c o n te m p o r a r y  h is to ry  w h a t  it is, th en  th eo r ists  o f  the 

s o c ia l sc e n e  a n d  th e  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  sc e n e  vvill h a v e  to  p r e p a re  th e m se lv e s  fo r 

a  fu n d a m e n ta l r e - tr a in in g  p r o g r a m m e .

a r n o  m u n s t e r : I s it  p o s s ib le  to  d e - O e d ip a liz e  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  vvith ou t 

to ta l ly  r e v o lu t io n iz in g  b o th  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  a n d  th e  in s titu tio n a l fr a m e w o r k  

o f  p s y c h ia tr y ?

f e l i x  g u a t t a r i : P s y c h o a n a ly s is  a n d  in s t itu t io n a l p s y c h ia tr y  a re  n o t 

a re n a s  o f  p r iv a te  c o m b a t . T h e r e  is  n o t o n e  sp e c if ic  b a tt le  to  b e  fo u g h t  b y  

w o rk e rs  in  th e  fa c to r ie s , a n o th e r  b y  p a tie n ts  in  th e  h o s p ita ls , y e t  a n o th e r  b y  

s tu d e n ts  in  th e  u n iv e rs itie s . A s  b e c a m e  o b v io u s  in  ’68, th e  p r o b le m  o f  th e  u n i-  

v e r s ity  is  n o t j u s t  th a t  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  a n d  th e  te a c h e r s , b u t  th e  p ro b le m  

o f  s o c ie ty  as a  vvhole a n d  o f  hovv it  sees th e  tra n s m is s io n  o f  k n o w le d g e , th e  

t r a in in g  o f  s k ille d  vvorkers, th e  d e s ire s  o f  th e  m ass  o f  th e  p e o p le , th e  n e e d s  o f  

in d u s tr y  a n d  so  o n . W h a t  vvas th e  re sp o n s e  o f  th e  S ta te  p o w e r  to  s tu d e n t a g i-  

ta t io n  th en ?  I t  w a s  to  r e -c e n tr e  th e  p r o b le m  o n to  itse lf, to  tu rn  it b a c k  o n - 

to  th e  s tr u c tu r e  a n d  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  u n iv e r s ity . T h e  sa m e  is tru e  o f  

p s y c h ia tr y  a n d  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  a sso c ia tio n s : th e  q u e s tio n  is n o t hovv, to- 

d a y , o n e  c o u ld  a lte r  th e  b e h a v io u r  o f  p s y c h ia tr is ts  a n d  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts , o r  

th e  a tt itu d e  o f  g r o u p s  o f  p a t ie n ts , b u t  th e  m o re  fu n d a m e n ta l o n e  o f  hovv a  

s o c ie ty  is fu n c t io n in g  th a t  it le ts  a  s itu a tio n  lik e  th is  a rise  a t  a li?  A  

s o c ie ty  in vvhich  a li p r o d u c t io n  is g e a r e d  to  th e  lavv o f  p ro fit  te n d s to  m a k e  

a  p e rm a n e n t  s e p a r a tio n  betvveen  d e s ir e -p r o d u c tio n  a n d  so c ia l p ro d u c tio n . 

T h e  fo r m e r  fa lls  in to  th e  in d iv id u a l s p h e r e , vvh ereas th e  la tte r  is  b o u n d  u p  

w ith  vvo rk in g  fo r  p ro fit . T h e  q u e s tio n  w e  m u st a sk  is v vh eth er th e  th in g s  

p r o d u c e d  b y  d e s ir e  -  a  d r e a m , a n  a c t  o f  lo v e , a  r e a liz e d  U t o p i a -  vvill e v e r  

a c h ie v e  th e  s a m e  v a lu e  o n  th e  s o c ia l  p la n e  as th e  th in g s  p r o d u c e d  c o m m e r-  

c ia lly , s u c h  a s  c a r s  o r  c o o k in g  fa t?  T h e  v a lu e  o f  a n y th in g  d e p e n d s , o f  c o u rs e , 

o n  a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  la b o u r -fo r c e  a n d  a v a ila b le  te c h n o lo g y  ( th a t  is, v a r ia b le  

a n d  fîx e d  C a p ita l) , b u t  a lso , a n d  fa r  m o re  b a s ic a lly , o n  its re la tio n  to  th e  

d iv id in g  lin e  b etvveen  w h a t  is a c c e p te d  b y  d e s ire  a n d  vvhat is  re je c te d . A l i  th e  

c a p ita lis t  c a r e s  a b o u t  a re  th e  v a r io u s  d e s ire  a n d  p r o d u c tio n  m a c h in e s  th a t  h e  

c a n  lin k  u p  to  h is  e x p lo ita t io n  m a c h in e : y o u r  a rm s i f y o u  a r e  a  street-svveep er, 

y o u r  in te llig e n c e  i f  y o u  a r e  a n  e n g in e e r , y o u r  lo o k s  i f y o u  a re  a  c o v e r-g ir l;  n o t 

m e r e ly  d o e s  h e  n o t g iv e  a  d a m n  a b o u t  a n y th in g  e lse  -  h e  d o e s n ’ t e v e n  vvant to  

h e a r  p e o p le  ta lk in g  a b o u t  it . A n y  v o ic e  th a t  m ig h t  b e  h e a rd  s p e a k in g  u p  fo r



o th e r  th in g s  c a n  o n ly  in te r fe re  vvith th e  o r d e r  o f  h is p r o d u c tio n  s y ste m . S o , 

th o u g h  d e s ire  m a c h in e s  p r o life r a te  a m o n g  th e  in d u s tr ia l a n d  so c ia l m a c h in e s , 

th ey  a re  a lw a y s  b e in g  c lo s e ly  v va tch ed , c h a n n e lle d , iso la te d  from  o n e  a n o th e r , 

p u t  in to  c o m p a r tm e n ts . W h a t  w e  h a v e  to fin d  o u t is vvh eth er th is  a lie n a t in g  

c o n tro l, vvhich  is  b e lie v e d  to  b e  le g it im a te  a n d  in d e e d  in h e r e n t in th e  so c ia l 

s itu a tio n  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s , c a n  e v e r  b e  o v e rc o m e .

a .m .: in  a t ta c k in g  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  fo r b e in g  vvedded to  th e  O e d ip u s  c o m p le x  

a n d  th e  s u p e r -e g o , y o u  are  a lso  a tta c k in g  p a rt  o f  th e  th e o r e tic a l h e r ita g e  o f  

F re u d .

f .g . :  F re u d  u n d e rs to o d  v e r y  lit t le  a b o u t  s c h iz o p h r e n ia . M a n y  o f  th e  in te rn e - 

c in e  q u a r r e ls  in  th e  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  m o v e m e n t b e c o m e  c le a re r  w h e n  o n e  lo o k s  

a t th em  in th e  lig h t  o f  F r e u d ’s b a s ic  h o s tility  to  p sy c h o sis . P sy c h o sis  a n d  

re v o lu tio n  w e re  b o th  seen  as b a d  s u b je c ts . N o r m a lity  w a s  id e n tifie d  w ith  th e  

a c c e p ta n c e  o f  fa m ily  life . F r e u d  d e s p ise d  d e lu s io n s  lik e  th o se  o f  P r e s id e n t 

S c h r e b e r . H e  a ls o  d e s p ise d  vvom en. H is  v is io n  o f  s e x u a lity  a n d  s o c ie ty  w a s  

to ta lly  p h a llo c e n tr ic . In  Analysıs Terminable and Interminable th e  p ro b le m  o f  

c a s tra t io n  fig u r e s  a s  th e  fin a l r e e f  o n  vvhich th e  a n a ly s is  fo u n d ers: th e  m an  

re fu ses th e  c a s tr a t io n  h e n e e d s  b e c a u s e  h e d o es n o t vvant to be ‘ lik e  a  w o m a n ’ , 

vvhile th e  vvom an  c a n n o t  a c c e p t  h e r  la c k  o f  a  p e n is , a n d  so  o n , F re u d  to ta lly  

fa ils  to  see  th e  k in d  o f  p o lit ic a l c o n flic t  th a t u n d e rlie s  ‘ r e s is ta n c e ’ o f  th is  so rt. 

T h e  vvom an re je c ts  c a s tr a t io n  a s  m u c h  as th e  m a n . T h e  k e y  n o tio n  is th a t  o f  

th e  s u p e r-e g o . T h e  q u e s tio n  is v vh eth er th e  su p e r-e g o  is a  c r e a tio n  a r is in g  o u t 

o f  th e  so c ia l s tr u c tu r e  a n d  h a n d e d  on  v ia  th e  in te r m e d ia r y  o f  th e  fa m ily , so 

th a t th e  in d iv id u a l c o m e s  a c tu a lly  to  vvant re p res s io n  a n d  to  a c c e p t  it  p a ssed  

o n  fro m  o n e  s o u r c e  to  th e  n e x t, s ta r t in g  vvith th e  fa th e r , o r , vvh eth er it is r a th e r  

a  m a tte r  o f  a c c e p t in g  it a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  b re a k  vvith in  th e  p s y c h ic  a p p a ra tu s  

a re a , th e  o n ly  w a y  a  p e rso n  c a n  a c h ie v e  th e  r ig h t b a la n c e , th e  o n ly  w a y  the 

e g o  c a n  a d a p t  p r o p e r ly  to  r e a lity . I f  th e  la tte r , th en  th e  fa th e r ’s a u th o r ity  a n d  

th e  im a g e s  o f  th e  s o c ia l h ie r a r c h y  a re  s im p ly  th e  a c c e s s o r ie s  o f  th is  e sse n tia l 

s a c r o s a n c t  c a s tr a t io n . T h e r e fo r e  o n e  o f  tw o  th in g s: e ith e r  o n e ’s d e s ire  c o m e s  

to  d e s ire  re p r e s s io n  a n d  b e c o m e s  its  c o lla b o r a to r  -  a n d  th u s  g a in s  a  s ta tu s , 

n e u r o t ic  o r  a g o n iz e d  m a y b e , b u t  stili a  s ta tu s! -  o r  it  re v o lts  a g a in s t  th e  

e s ta b lis h e d  o r d e r , a n d  c o m e s  th e n  u n d e r  s ie g e  o n  a li s id e s.

S o m e  tvvelve y e a r s  a g o , in  a n  eflfort to  g e t so m evvh ere  vvith th ese  q u e s tio n s , I 

p u t forvvard  th e  n o tio n  o f  transversality to  c o n v e y  th e  c a p a c it y  o f  a n  in s titu tio n  

to r e a r r a n g e  th e  ‘ in tro je c ts  o f  th e  s u p e r -e g o ’ in su c h  a  vvay as to  g e t  rid  o f  

c e rta in  s y m p to m s  a n d  in h ib itio n s . A  m o d ific a tio n  o f  th e  ‘ lo c a ! c o e ffic ie n t o f  

t r a n s v e r s a lity ’ im p lie s  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  s o u rc e  o f  d e s ire , a  g ro u p  ero s, a  

ta k e o v e r , i f  o n ly  a  p a r t ia l  o n e , o f  th e  in d iv id u a l’s o r g a n iz a t io n  b y  th e  g r o u p  

as s u b je c t . T h u s  a  so c ia l fo rm a tio n  c a n  a lte r  the u n c o n s c io u s  ‘ c a u s a lity ’ th at 

s t im u la te s  th e  s u p e r-e g o  to a c t ,  a n d  its  m o d if ic a tio n  o f  th e  in tro je c ts  o f  th e



s u p e r-e g o  c a n  re s u lt  in a  r e a r ra n g e m e n t  o f  the p s y c h ic  a r e a  as a  w h o le . In  th is 

s itu a tio n , th e  p r o b le m  o f in t e r n a l  a n d  e x te rn a l re p res s io n  tak es o n  a  d ifferen t 

fo rm . YV hen it  is  b a c k in g  u p  vvhat tak e s  p la c e  a t  sc h o o l, in  th e  fa m ily , in  th e  

a r m y , e te ., p s y c h o a n a ly s is  is  q u ite  s im p ly  r e a c t io n a r y . N o  e x is te n tia l b u rst-  

in g  o p e n , n o  s p lit t in g  o f  th e  se lf, n o  la c k , n o  c a s tra t io n , c a n  ju s t ify  in te rv e n - 

tio n  o f  a  r e p r e s s iv e  th ird  p a r ty . I t  is  p o in tle ss  to s a y  th a t  it  is  n o  lo n g e r  th e  re a l 

fa th e r , th a t  vvhat is r e a lly  in v o lv e d  is  a  s t r u c tu ra l lo g ic  th a t  w o u ld  e n a b le  the 

s u b je c t  to  b e c o m e  e s ta b lis h e d  a s  d e s ire  in  th e  s ig n ify in g  o rd e r , th at it is  v ita l 

fo r h im  to  g iv e  u p  h is u n d iffe re n tia te d  im a g in a r y  p le a s u re s  i f  h e  is to  a tta in  to 

th e  ‘ s y m b o lic ’ -  vvhich  is  th e  b e -a ll a n d  e n d -a ll;  a li  th is  p a r a p h e r n a lia  o f  

th e o r y  e x is ts  m e r e ly  t o ju s t ify  th e  c o s in e ss  o f  th e  a n a ly t ic  s e ssio n . D o n ’ t vvorry 

a b o u t  s o c ie t y ! Y o u r  d e s ir e  is  o u r  a ffa ir  — vve’ ll g iv e  it  a  fr e e  ru n  s e c re tly , h e re  

o n  th e  c o u c h . A n d  it  w o rk s , o n e  m u s t  a d m it. P s y c h o a n a ly s is  w o r k s  v e r y  vvell, 

vvhich  is vvhy it  is  so  d a n g e r o u s . I t  is th e  c a p ita lis t  o p iu m  par excellence.J  us t to  

e x p o s e  it  is  n o t e n o u g h ; so m e  w a y  m u s t  b e  fo u n d  o f  r e n d e r in g  it in e ffe e tiv e , 

u n p r o fita b le .

a .m .: O n e  c o n s e q u e n c e  vvou ld  b e  to  s h ift  th e  g r o u n d  o f  th e  s tru g g le  a g a in s t  

p s y c h o a n a ly s is  in to  th e  s o c ia l s p h e re , to  fig h t in  th e  p o lit ic a l  a re n a .

f .g . :  I e n v is a g e  s c h iz o -a n a ly s is  a s  a  p o lit ic a l s tr u g g le  on  a li ‘ fr o n ts ’ o f  

d e s ir e -p r o d u e tio n . T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  q u e s tio n  o ff o c u s in g  o n  a  s in g le  a re a . T h e  

p r o b le m  o f  a n a ly s is  is th e  p r o b le m  o f  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n t. T h e  

p r o b le m  o f  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n t  is th e  p r o b le m  o f  m a d n e ss , vvhich  is 

th e  p r o b le m  o f  a r t is t ic  c re a t io n . W h a t  tr a n s v e r s a lity  m e a n s  is s im p ly  co n - 

t in u a l m o v e m e n t  fro m  o n e  ‘ fr o n t ’ to  a n o th e r . T h e  u n c o n s c io u s  is  a b o v e  a li a  

s o c ia l agencement, th e  c o lle c t iv e  fo r c e  o f  la te n t  u tte r a n c e s . O n ly  s e c o n d a r ily  

c a n  th o se  u tte r a n c e s  b e  d iv id e d  in to  vvh at b e lo n g s  to  y o u  o r  to  m e . T h e  

u n c o n s c io u s  d o e s  n o t  r e c o g n iz e  p r iv a te  o w n e r s h ip  o f  u tte r a n c e  a n y  m o re  th a n  

o f  d e s ire . D e s ir e  is  a lvvays e x tr a - te r r ito r ia l,  d e - te r r ito r ia liz e d , d e -  

te r r ito r ia liz in g , e s c a p in g  ö v e r  a n d  u n d e r  a li  b a r r ie rs . H o vvever m u c h  

p s y c h o a n a ly s is  m a y  r e -v a m p  its  id e a s , s tr a in in g  th e m  th r o u g h  th e  s ie v e s  o f  

l in g u is tic s , lo g ic  a n d  a n th r o p o lo g y , i t  n e v e r  g e ts  b e y o n d  its  h o m e  te r r ito r y  o f  

fa m ilia lis m  a n d  c a p ita lis m . F o r  c a p ita lis m  it vvorks a s  a  s u b s titu te  re lig io n . 

i t s  ro le  is to  r e g u la te  re p r e s s io n , to  ‘p e r s o n a liz e ’ it , as th e  a d v e r tis e m e n ts  sa y . 

S in  a n d  c o n fe ss io n  a r e  n o t th e  s a m e  as in  the p a st. D e s ir e  m u st m a k e  so m e  

c o m p ro m is e s . G im m ic k s  a r e  n o t e n o u g h : vvhat is  n e e d e d  is so m e th in g  

in d e s tr u e t ib le  b o th  fro m  vvith o u t a n d  vvithin: a n  a e t iv e  p ro s titu tio n , a  r itu a l 

th a t  n e v e r  e n d s . O n c e  h o o k e d  o n  th is  nevv d r u g , th ere  is n o  m o re  risk  o f  th e  

s u b je c t ’ s b e c o m in g  s e r io u s ly  in v o lv e d  in  a n y  s o c ia l s tr u g g le . R e a lity  re m a in s  

o u ts id e  th e  c o n s u lt in g -r o o m  d o o r . I t  is  n o t so  m u c h  a  m a tte r  o f  d e fe n d in g  th e  

v a lu e s  o f  c a p ita lis m  a s  o f  p r e te n d in g  th a t  th e y  d o  n o t e x is t . T h is  d ic h o to m y  

betvveen  s o c ia l p r o d u c t io n  a n d  th e  p r o d u e tio n s  o f  d e s ire  m u s t  b e  a  ta r g e t  o f



th e  re v o lu t io n a r y  s tr u g g le  v vh erever fa m ilia lis t  re p res s io n  w o rk s  a g a in s t  

vvom en, c h ild r e n , d r u g - a d d ic ts , a lc o h o lic s , h o m o s e x u a ls  o r  a n y  o th e r  d is- 

a d v a n ta g e d  g ro u p . T h is  m ic ro -c la s s  vvar m u st th erefo re  n e v e r  b e  fo u g h t o u t 

s o ie ly  in  th e  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  a re n a .

a .m .: YV hat p ia c e  c o u id  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  h a v e  in  th e  s tr u g g le  fo r freed o m ?

F.G .: F r a n k ly , I c a n n o t  r e a lly  see  a n y  p la c e  in th e  s tr u g g le  fo r p s y c h o a n a ly s is  

as it is n o w . T h is  d o e s n ’ t m e a n  th a t  e v e ry  in s ta n c e  o f  a n a ly s is  m u st be 

c o n d e m n e d , e v e n  d u a l o n e -to -o n e  a n a ly s is . B u t  th ere  a re  tw o  so rts  o f  

p r o b le m s  th a t  a rise : on  th e  o n e  h a n d  th e  s h ift in g  o f  a n a ly s is  o n to  g ro u p s  

a c t i v e l y  in v o lv e d  in p o lit ic a l r e a l i t y ,  o r  o n to  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  C r e a t iv e  self- 

a n a ly s is , a n d  o n  th e  o th e r  a  c o n tin u in g  s tr u g g le  a g a in s t  a n y  n e w  a c c e p ta n c e  

o fr e p r e s s iv e  s o c ia l p a tte r n s . A  g r o u p  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  S la v s o n  o r  E z r ie l ty p e , fo r 

in s ta n c e , c a n  b e  q u ite  as d a m a g in g  a s  a  d u a l a n a ly s is  i f  th e  tru e  fu n ctio n  o f  th e  

p a r e n ta l p o le s  is n o t re c o g n iz e d : w h a t  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  fa th e r  a n d  m o th e r  a re  

in v o lv e d  in th e  n e u r o tic  r e la tio n s h ip ?  Is  th e  p a te r n a l p o le  a  S y m b o l o f  

in te g ra tio n , o r  is th e  fa th e r  n o t p e rh a p s , in  sp ite  o f  h im s e lf ,  th e  h o m in g  h e a d  

o f  th e  s o c ia l h y d r a . L e t  u s c o n s id e r  a n  e x a m p ie  fro m  K a f k a .

A t  a  tim e  w h e n  K . ,  th e  c h a r a c te r  in The Trial, is a lm o s t  free  fro m  th e g r ip  o f  

h is O e d ip a l  p r o c e s se s , h e  g o e s  to  see  th e  p a in te r  T ito r e l l i ,  w h o  sh o w s h im  his 

c a n v a s e s . T h e y  a re  a li e x a c t ly  th e  sa m e . A  p s y c h o a n a ly s t  m ig h t see  th is  a s  a  

n a r c is s is t ic  m e c h a n is m  o f  r e d u c in g  a li id e n tif ic a tio n s  to  th e  sa m e  th in g , th u s 

in it ia t in g  a  s y s te m  o f  d is s o c ia tio n . S c h iz o -a n a ly s is  vvill n o t set o u t to  d is c o v e r  

a  g e n e r a l k e y  to  th is k in d  o f  m e c h a n is m , b u t  vvill r a th e r  try  to  tra c e  th e  s tra n d s  

o f  d iffe re n tia tio n  th a t  d e v e lo p  fro m  it, th e  p r o life ra tio n  o f  n e w  in te n s ities , 

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  n e w  gro vvth s fro m  th e  rh iz o m e . I t  vvill n e v e r  a ssu m e  th a t it 

m u st d e a l vvith th e  se lf, th e  fa th e r  a n d  th e  m o th e r  as th e  b a s ic  fra m e  o f  

re fe re n ce . I t  re c o g n iz e s  n o fa th e r  in  g e n e r a l . T r a d it io n a l  p s y c h o a n a ly s ts , on  

th e  o th e r  h a n d , a lvvays see  th e  s a m e  fa th e r  a n d  m o th e r, th e  sa m e  tr ia n g le . 

T h e  fa th e r  is th e  s a m e  vvh eth er h e  w o rk s  in  a  b a n k , g o e s  o f f  to  th e  fa c to r y , is a n  

im m ig r a n t  la b o u r e r , is u n e m p lo y e d , is a n  a lc o h o lic . T h e  fa th e r  is  s im p ly  p a rt  

o f  a n  u n d iffe re n tia te d  s o c ia l m a c h in e . Y e t ,  in  r e a lity , e v e r y  fa m ily  p a tte r n  is 

c o m p le te ly  d iffe re n t, d e p e n d in g  o n  its  p a r t ic u la r  c o n te x t. Y o u  d o n ’ t fin d  th e  

s a m e  r e la t io n s h ip  to  p a te r n a l a u th o r ity  in  a  sh an ty -to vv n  in  A b id ja n  a s  yo u  

fin d  in  a n  in d u s tr ia l  tovvn in G e r m a n y . N o r  th e  s a m e  O e d ip u s  c o m p le x , n o r 

th e  s a m e  h o m o s e x u a iity . I t  s e e m s s illy  to h a v e  to s a y  a n y th in g  so o b v io u s , y e t 

o n e  is c o n tin u a lly  fa c e d  vvith d is in g e n u o u s  a s s u m p tio n s  o f  th is  k in d : th ere  is 

no such thing a s  a  universal s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  h u m a n  m in d , o r  o f  th e  lib id o !

a .m .: S o  th e  s c h iz o -a n a ly s t  is s o m e o n e  w h o  is tr y in g  to  m a k e  a  s y n th es is  

betvveen th e  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  s o c ia l e c o n o m y  a n d  th a t  o f  th e  lib id in a l e c o n o m y  

vvith in  th a t  so c ie ty ?



F .G .: S y n th e s is  is p r o b a b ly  n o t q u ite  th e  r ig h t  w o r d . W h a t  m a tte rs  a b o v e  a l i  is 

n o t to  r e d u c e  e v e r y th in g  to  a  lo g ic a l sk e le to n , b u t  to  en rich  it, to  le t o n e  lin k  

le a d  to  th e  n e x t, to  follovv re a l tra ils , s o c ia l im p lic a tio n s . R e p e tit io n  is the 

b e g in n in g  o f  d iffe re n c e . T h e  re p e tit io n  h e re  d o e s  n o t m a rk  th e  e n d  o f  

s o m e th in g , th e  s to p p in g  o f  a  p r o c e s s , b u t, o n  th e  c o n tr a ry , th e  th re sh o ld  o f  

d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n , th e  s ig n  o f  a  m u ta tio n  o f  d e s ire . T h e  r e p e tit io n  o f  the 

s a m e  p ic tu r e , u n c h a n g in g  r e p r e s e n ta t io n , c a ta to n ia  -  a li th ese  c a n  b e  re- 

sp o n s es  to  a g g re s s io n . P h o to s , fo r in s ta n c e , d o  n o t p la y  th e  s a m e  ro le  

th r o u g h o u t  K a f k a ’s life  a n d  w o r k . O n e  fin d s o n e s e lf  sh u ttle d  b a c k  a n d  fo r th  

b e tw e e n  h a tr e d  a n d  fa s c in a t io n . A s  a  p e rs o n  in  a u th o r ity  (h e  w a s  n o  

s h a b b y - g e n te e l b u r e a u c r a t) ,  K a lk a  h a d  to  c o p e  vvith h is o w n  m ic ro -fa s c is t  

d e s ire  to  c o n tr o l o th e r  p e o p le , to  e x e r c is e  c o n tro l vvith in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  a 

b u r e a u c r a t ic  h ie r a r c h y , fo r  e x a m p le . T h a t  o th e r , p in n e d  d o w n  in  a  p h o to -  

g r a p h , w a s  c o n tr o lle d  fro m  a fa r , c r y s ta lliz e d  in to  a  k in d  o f  su b m is s io n , th e  

h e a d  lo w e re d , th e  e y e s  e v a s iv e . A f t e r  th e  m e e tin g  vvith F e lic e , th in g s  vvere 

d iffe re n t. T h e  lib id o  to o k  th e  o ffe n s iv e . T h e  a im  vvas stili to  p o ssess th e  o th e r  

fro m  a fa r , b u t  n o t in  th e  s a m e  w a y . K a lk a  s o u g h t to  p o s se ss  F e lic e  s im p ly  b y  

m e a n s  o f  lo v e  le tte rs . N o  lo n g e r  vvas s h e  a  m ere  o b je c t  -  h e  w a n te d  a li th a t  vvas 

m o st a liv e  in  h e r. N o  lo n g e r  a  fix e d  im a g e , sh e  b e g a n  to  ın c re a s e  a n d  m u lt ip ly  

in  h e rse lf, h e r  id e n tity  b e c o m in g  a  m u ltip le  o n e; v ia  th e  le tte rs , vve fin d  

in n u m e r a b le  d iffe re n t  F e lic e s  a n d  K a fk a s .  N o  lo n g e r  is h is p o sse ssio n  o f  h e r 

m e r e ly  e x te r n a l -  it  is n o w  in te r n a l a s  vvell. S e d u c t io n  a n d  s y m b o lic  su b je c -  

tio n  to  th e  s e m io t ic  n o w  b e c o m e  fa r  m o re  c o m p le x  e x e r c ise s . N o  lo n g e r  is it  a 

m a tte r  o f  a  g e n e r a liz e d  im a g in a r y  p h e n o m e n o n , b u t  a  k in d  o f  v o o d o o  

te c h n iq u e  in  vvhich  li te r a r y  s p e llb in d in g  is b ro u g h t to  b e a r  as vvell as the 

p r e s tig e  o f  tit le  a n d  h ig h  p o s itio n . W e  co m e  c lo s e r  a n d  c lo s e r  to  th e  s o c ia l lin k s 

th a t  b in d  F e lic e  a n d  K a f k a ,  a n d  th a t  a lie n a te  th em  in  th e  sa m e  m ilie u . T h e  

fa c t  is th a t  b o th  o f  th em  a re  b u r e a u c r a ts , fa s c in a te d  b y  th e  povver o f  

b u r e a u c r a c y . ( K a f k a ’s d e n u n c ia tio n  o f  th a t  b u r e a u c r a c y  is  n o  m o re  th a n  a 

p r o te st.)  T h e  a n a ly s is  o f  a  nevv k in d  o f  ‘p e r v e r s io n ’ o f  th e  vvritten  w o r d , a  

b u r e a u c r a t ic  p e r v e rs io n , th u s  le a d s  u s  o n  to  th e  p e r v e r s io n  r e p r e s e n te d  b y  th e  

d e c a d e n t  b u r e a u c r a c y  o f  A u s t r ia - H u n g a r y  a n d  th e  c u ltu r e  m e d iu m  in  vvhich 

th e  N a z i  E ro s  g r e w . A l i  th is  is , o f  c o u rse , fa r  to o  s c h e m a tic , b u t  I ju s t  vvant to 

d e m o n s tr a te  h o w , i f  o n e  vvere to  re st c o n te n t vvith a n  a n a ly s is  th a t n o n sen si-  

c a lly  id e n tif ie d  K a fk a  vvith h is  s h o p k e e p e r  fa th e r , o n e  vvould  be m is s in g  the 

vvhole s o c ia l d y n a m ic  o f  th e  l ib id o . K a fk a  is n o t, a s  so m e  h a v e  s a id , a  

n in e te e n th -c e n tu r y  vvriter im p r is o n e d  in  fa m ily  c o n flic ts . H e  is a  tvven ty-first- 

c e n tu r y  vvriter d e s c r ib in g  th e  e a r lie s t  s ta g e s  o f  a  p r o c e s s  vvhose im p lic a t io n s  

vve a r e  b a r e ly  b e g in n in g  to  g r a s p  to d a y .

a .m .: W h e n  y o u  ta lk  a b o u t  s c h iz o -a n a ly s is  in  Anti-O edipus, yo u  s u g g e s t  a  

p o s s ib le  id e n tif ic a t io n  o fa n a ly s t ,  p a t ie n t  a n d  m ilita n t. J u s t  vvhat d o  y o u  m e a n  

b y  th a t?



F.G.: W e  n e v e r  ta lk e d  o f  a n  Identification o f  th e  a n a ly s t  a n d  th e  s c h iz o p h re n ic . 

W e  s a id  th a t  th e  a n a ly s t , Iike th e  m ilita n t, lik e  th e  w rite r , lik e  a n y o n e  e lse  in 

fa c t, is m o re  o r  le ss  c a u g h t  u p  in  a  s c h iz o  p r o c e d u re . A n d  w e  alvvays m a d e  a  

d is t in c tio n  betvveen  th e  s c h iz o  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  th e  s c h iz o p h r e n ic  in  th e  b in  

vvhose s c h iz o  p r o c e d u r e  is e ith e r  b r o u g h t to  a  s to p  o r  left s p in n in g  in  a 

v a c u u m . YVe d id  n o t s a y  th a t  re v o lu t io n a r ie s  sh o u ld  id e n tify  w ith  m a d  p e o p le  

s p in n in g  ro u n d  a im le s s ly , b u t th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  c a r r y  o u t  th e ir  u n d e rta k in g s  

a lo n g  th e  lin e s  o f  th e  s c h iz o  p r o c e s s . T h e  s c h iz o p h r e n ic  is a  p erso n  w h o , for 

o n e  re a so n  o r  a n o th e r , h a s  b e c o m e  c a u g h t  u p  in  a  flu x  o f  d e s ire  th a t  th re a te n s  

th e  so c ia l o r d e r , i f  o n ly  a t  th e  le v e l o f  h is  im m e d ia te  n e ig h b o u r h o o d . T h o s e  in  

th a t  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  a t o n c e  m o v e  in  to  p u t  a  s to p  to  it. I t is th e  lib id in a l 

e n e r g y  in  its p ro c e s s  o f  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  th at w e  a r e  in te re ste d  in  h e re , n o t 

th e  s to p p in g  o f  th e  p ro c es s . T h e  a n a ly s t , lik e  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y , m u st let 

h im s e lf  b e  c a r r ie d  a lo n g  w ith  it , r a th e r  th a n  le tt in g  h im s e lf  b e  u sed  b y  th e  

s o c ia l fo rces  o f  O e d ip ia n iz in g  re p r e s s io n  -  a n d  s a y in g  th in g s  lik e , ‘ I t ’s  a li 

b e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  h o m o s e x u a l te n d e n c y ’ (vvhich is h o w  P r e s id e n t S c h r e b e r ’s 

d e lu s io n s  vvere in te r p r e te d ) , o r ‘ I t ’s b e c a u s e  in y o u  th e  d e a th  w is h  is co n fu se d  

vvith th e  life  fo r c e . ’ S c h iz o -a n a ly s is  w ill h a v e  a  lo t in  co m ra o n  w ith  r e v o lu t io n ­

a r y  v is io n  i f  s o c ia l u p h e a v a ls  in  th e  fu tu re  re a lly  b e c o m e  (as I b e lie v e  th ey  

vvill) in s e p a r a b le  fro m  a  m u lt itu d e  o f  molecular re v o lu tio n s  in  th e  e c o n o m y  o f  

d e s ire . W h e n  th e  b a r r ie rs  a r e  b ro u g h t  d o w n , a n d  th e  a s s u m p tio n s  o f  c a p ita l-  

ism , th e  o v e r -e n c o d in g s  o f  th e  s u p e r-e g o , a li a r t if ic ia lly  re c o n s titu te d  p r im i-  

t iv e  te rr ito r ia lit ie s , e te ., d o n e  a w a y  vvith, th en  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  a n a ly s t , the 

r e v o lu t io n a r y  a n d  th e  a rtis t  w ill m eet.

a .m .: H a s  th e  L a  B o r d e  c lin ic  a sp e c ia l s ig n if ic a n c e  in  fu rth e r in g  y o u r  

lib e r a t io n  p r o je c t , o r  is  it n o  m o re  th a n  a  s e m i-so lu tio n  b e a r in g  a li th e  s ig n s  o f  

p r e s e n t-d a y  re fo r m ism  in p s y c h o a n a ly s is ?

f .g .: In  e ffe ct it  is a  re fo rm ist e n d e a v o u r , h a m s tr u n g  b y  th e  S ta te , S o c ia l 

S e c u r ity , th e  p a t ie n ts ’ o w n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e ir  illn e ss , m e d ic a l id e o lo g y , 

s o c ia l h ie r a r c h y , m o n e y  a n d  so  o n . I n  th is  se n se , th erefo re , it  is o n ly  a 

s m a ll-s c a le  e x p e r im e n t vvh ich  c a n  e a s ily  b e  s to p p e d  o r  e v e n  ta k e n  ö v e r . B u t, 

th is  b e in g  sa id , it  is  s u ff ic ie n tly  o u t  o f s t e p  vvith th e  rest o fs o c ie ty  to  p r o v id e  a  

lo t o f  p e o p le  vvith fo o d  fo r  th o u g h t . I f  I h a d  h a d  to  w o r k  as a  p r iv a te  

p s y c h o a n a ly s t  o r  a  le c tu re r , I  s h o u ld  c e r ta in ly  h a v e  fo u n d  it h a rd  to  q u es tio n  

th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is  o r  M a r x is m , fo r  in s ta n c e . I t  is o n ly  b y  

g r a d u a lly  m o d ify in g  th e  c o n s tr a in ts  la id  u p o n  d e s ire  th a t  a  v vo rk in g  te a m  ca n  

set u p  a n a ly t ic  a n d  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m a c h in e s  o f  a  nevv k in d . I llu s o ry  as I b e lie ve  

it to  be to  c o u n t o n  a n  a p p r o a c h in g  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  s o c ie ty , I  a m  e q u a lly  

su re  th a t  p r o je c ts  o n  a  t in y  s c a le  -  c o m m u n itie s , n e ig h b o u r h o o d  co m m itte e s, 

s e tt in g  u p  e re e h e s in  u n iv e r s ity  d e p a r tm e n ts , ete. -  c a n  p la y  a  c r u c ia l ro le . It 

is b y  v vo rk in g  o n  su c h  m in i-p r o je c ts  as th ese  th a t  o n e  c o n tr ib u te s  to la u n e h in g



s u c h  g r e a t  b r e a k th r o u g h s  as o c c u r r e d  in  M a y  1968. ( I t  is  w o rth  re m e m b e rin g  

th a t  vvhat h a p p e n e d  o n  22 M a r c h  se e m e d  a t  first a lm o s t a jo k e !)  In  t h is a r e a , I 

b e lie v e  in  a  p e rm a n e n t re fo rm is m  fo r th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  m o v e m e n t. B e tte r  ten  

su c c e s s iv e  fa ilu re s  o r  in s ig n if ic a n t  a c h ie v e m e n ts  th a n  a  g o rm le ss  p a s s iv ity  in 

fa c e  o f  p ro c e s s e s  o f  c o -o p tio n  a n d  th e  b u r e a u c r a t ic  m a n ip u la tio n  o f  p ro fes- 

s io n a l m ilita n ts .



Plan for the Planet1

N o th in g  is less m a r g in a l th a n  th e  p r o b le m  o f  th e  m a rg in a l. I t cu ts  a cro ss  a li 

t im es a n d  p la c e s . W ith o u t  g e tt in g  to  th e  m a rg in a l th ere  c a n  be n o  q u e s tio n  o f  

so c ia l tr a n s fo rm a tio n , o f  in n o v a tio n , o f  re v o lu tio n a ry  c h a n g e . B u t w h y  d o  

O r d e r , th e  L a w  a n d  ‘ G o o d  F o r m ’ se e m  a h v a y s  to h a v e  to  co m e  o u t on  top? 

M u s t  w e  p e r h a p s  p o s tu la te  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  k in d  o f  se m io tic  e n tro p y  th a t  is 

o n  the s id e  o f  the d o m in a n t  s ig n ific a tio n s , a n d  th a t is b o u n d  to rise  in 

p r o p o rtio n  as th e  flu x es  tu rn  b a c k  u p o n  c o m p le te  o b je c ts , c lo se d  te rrito r ies , 

b la c k  h o le s  th a t  e n su re  a  s h u t-in  s e lf-su ffic ie n c y  a n d  fix  fo r e v e r  th e  h ier- 

a r c h iz a t io n  o f  so c ia l fo rm a tio n s ?

I d o  n o t tru st m e ta p h o rs  fro m  th e r m o -d y n a m ic s . T h e r e  n eed  n o t in th e o r y  

be a n y  n e ed  fo r  a  c lo se d  a c tio n / r e a c tio n  c irc u it , a  r e tu rn  to  th e  o r ig in a l S ta te . 

B o th  th e  l a w s  o f  w h a t  c a lls  it s e lf  th e  S cien ce  o f  h is to ry  a n d  a -h is to r ic a l m o ra l 

in ju n c tio n s  la c k  th e  m ic r o -p o lit ic a l fo rce  th a t  c o n s titu te s  th e  tru e  fa b r ic  o f  

h is to ry . O n e  m u st d ism iss  e q u a lly  b o th  te rm s o f  th e  a lte r n a tiv e :  free  vvill or 

fa te  (vv h atever ‘d ia le c t ic a l ’ p r e s e n ta tio n  o n e  m a y  o ffer o f  th e  la tte r !). O n e  

m u s t  rid  o n e s e lf  o f  a li a priori v a lu e s  a n d  n o rm s: e v a lu a t io n  a n d  tra n s- 

v a lu a tio n  o f  th e  e v o lu t iv e  a n d  in v o lu t iv e  lin es o f  th e  s o c iu s . T h e r e  is  n o ro y a l 

ro a d  to  c h a n g e , b u t th ere  a re  m a n y  a p p r o a c h  ro a d s , s ta r t in g

(a) fro m  th e c o lle c t iv e  in fie x io n  o f  th e  ‘ p re fe r e n tia l c h o ic e s ’ in h e r e n t in 

th e  v a r io u s  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  an  e c o n o m ic o -e c o lo g ic o -te c h n o lo g ic o -s c ie n tific  

rh iz o m e .

(b) fro m  m a n y  p o s s ib le  ‘d e s t in a t io n s ’ , as th ey  are  s e m io tize d  b y  so c ia l 

fo rces  o f  e v e r y  so r t  a n d  sh a p e , m a r g in a l o n es  in c lu d e d .

D o e s  th is  m e a n  th a t  a  r e a l re v o lu tio n  w o u ld  b e  im p o s s ib le  to d a y ?  N o . 

M e r e ly  th a t  a  m o la r , v is ib le , la r g e -s c a le  re v o lu tio n  -  u n less it is to  b e  

fa s c is t/ S ta lin is t  -  h as b e c o m e  in s e p a r a b le  fro m  th e  e x p a n s io n  an d  ex te n sio n  

o f  m o le c u la r  re v o lu tio n s  in v o lv in g  th e  e c o n o m y  o f  d es ire .

I n  o t h e r  v v o rd s : w e  m u s t  r e je c t  a n y  o n e -v v a y  s y s t e m  o f  c a u s a l i t y ,  a n y  

o n e - w a y  S t r e e t  o f  h is t o r y .  T h e  te s t  o f r e a l i t y  a n d  t r u t h ,  in  th is  s p h e r e ,  is  p a r t  o f  

a  k in d  o f  in v e r s e  d i a l e c t i c ,  e x h a u s t i n g  t h e  c o n t r a d ic t io n s  v v ith o u t  e v e r  

r e s o lv i n g  t h e m , d e r i v i n g  f r o m  t h e  fa ls e  p r o b le m s  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  a n d  f r o m  th e

i . N o te s  fo r  a  le c tu r e  g iv c n  a t  a  c o n fe re n c e  o r g a n iz e d  b y  J e a n - P ie r r e  F a y e  in N a m u r , o n  3 a n d  4 

J u n e  19 79 , o n  th e  th e m e  o f  m in o r ity  th in k in g .



d e a d -e n d  s itu a t io n s  o f  n o n -s ig n ify in g  re s id u e s , d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  m a c h i-  

n ism s fro m  w h ic h  e v e r y th in g  c a n  s ta rt  a fre sh , ju s t  vvhen o n e  th o u g h t th a t  a li 

w a s  lo st.

W h a t  te n d s  to  h a p p e n : th e  o ld  s tra tifie d , t o ta lita r ia n -to ta liz e d  sy s te m s  o f  

th e  p a s t , f ix a te d  o n  a  tr a n s c e n d e n t  re fe re n c e -p o in t, a re  lo s in g  th e ir  co n sist-  

e n c y . T h e y  c a n  su c c e e d  in  h a n g in g  o n to  th e ir  c o n tro l o f la r g e  so c ia l u n its  o n ly  

i f

(a) th e y  c o n c e n tr a te  th e ir  pov/er;

(b) th e y  m in ia tu r iz e  th e ir  In s tru m e n ts  o fc o e r c io n .

O f  th e  n p o s s ib le  c o u rse s  th a t  e v e n ts  m a y  ta k e , h e re  a re  tw o  e x tre m e  

p o ssı b ilities:

(a) T h e  c o n s o lid a tio n  a n d  s t a b i l i z a t io n o f a n  integrated world capitalism. T h is  

n e w  ty p e  o f  c a p ita lis m  re su l ts fro m  tra n s fo rm a tio n s  a n d  m u tu a l a d ju s tm e n ts  

betvveen  m o n o p o ly  c a p ita lis m  a n d  th e  v a r io u s  fo rm s o f  S ta te  c a p ita lis m . 

VVithin a  s in g le  w o r ld  sy s te m , it in te g ra te s  a li th e  d iffe re n t e le m e n ts  o f c l a s s  

a n d  c a s te  so c ie tie s  b a se d  o n  e x p lo ita t io n  a n d  s o c ia l se g re g a tio n . W ith  its 

te n ta c le s  s p r e a d in g  a li ö v e r  th e  vvorld, its  ce n tre s  o f  d e c is io n -m a k in g  te n d  to 

d e v e lo p  a  c e r ta in  a u to n o m y  in  re la tio n  to th e  n a tio n a l in te re sts  o f  th e  g re a t 

povvers, a n d  to  c o n s titu te  a  c o m p lic a te d  netvvork th a t  c a n  n o  lo n g e r  be lo c a te d  

in a n y  o n e  p o lit ic a l  a r e a  (n etvvorks o f  e n e r g y  c o m p le x e s , m ilita r y / in d u s tr ia l 

c o m p le x e s  a n d  so  o n ) . T h e  modus operandi o f  th is  nevv ty p e  o f  c a p ita lis m  

in v o lv e s  a  c o n s ta n t  r e in fo r c e m e n t o f  c o n tro l b y  th e  m a s s  m ed ia .

(b) A  p r o life r a t io n  o f fringe groups, minorities and autonomist movements (b o th  

nevv a n d  e s ta b lis h e d ) , le a d in g  to a  flo vverin g o f  p a r t ic u la r  d es ire s  ( in d iv id u a l 

a n d / o r  c o lle c tiv e )  a n d  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  nevv fo rm s o f  so c ia l g r o u p in g  th a t 

w ili  ta k e  ö v e r  fro m  th e p o v ve r-fo rm a tio n s o f  th e  n a t io n -S ta te s .

Stab iliza tio n  o f  in te g ra te d  W o rld  C ap italism

S u p p o s e  th e  fo llovvin g th in g s  a li h a p p e n :

-  a n  in c re a s e  in  vvorld  p o p u la t io n

-  th e  g r a d u a l  cu ttin g -o fF  o f  th e  flo w s  o f  e n e r g y  a n d  r a w  m a te r ia ls

-  th e  s p e e d in g -u p  o f  th e  c o n c e n tr a t io n  o f  m a c h in e s  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  

s y ste m s

T h e n , in  th e  fram evvo rk  o f  th is  firs t  h y p o th e s is , th ere  c o u ld  follovv:

A R E -S H A P IN G  O F C L A S S  A N T A G O N IS M S IN T H E  D E V E L O P E D  C O U N TR IE S

-  A  r e la t iv e  re d u c tio n  o f  th e  n u m b e r  o f jo b s  in  th e  s e c to rs  o f  in d u str y  o n  vvhich  

th e  p ro fit  e c o n o m y  a n d  S ta te  c a p ita lis m  a re  b a se d . Q u ite  a p a r t  fro m  th e 

h a z a r d s  o f  d e m a n d , th e  gro vvth  o f  jo b s  in  th e  p r o d u c t iv e  s e c to r  te n d s in  

p r a c t ic e  to  b e  lim ite d  b y  th e  vvorld s u p p ly  o f  e n e r g y  a n d  ravv m a te ria ls .



-  A n  e v e r  m o re  m a rk e d  in te g r a tio n  o f  th e  m o re  p r iv ile g e d  se c tio n s  o f  th e  

vvorkin g  c la s s  in to  th e  id e o lo g y , life -s ty le  a n d  in te re sts  o f  th e  p e tty  

b o u rg e o is ie , vvhile n e w  s o c ia l s tr a ta  o f  g re a t  in s e c u rity  c o m e  in to  e x isten ce : 

im m ig r a n ts , h y p e r -e x p lo ite d  w o m e n , c a s u a l vvorkers, th e  u n e m p lo y e d , 

s tu d e n ts  vvith o u t p r o s p e c ts , a li  th o se  liv in g  o n  so c ia l s e c u r ity .

-  A r e a s  o f  u n d e r-d e v e lo p m e n t  a p p e a r in g  vvith in  th e  g r e a t  povvers. T h e  

b a n k r u p tin g  o f  tr a d it io n a l e c o n o m ie s  a n d  th e  fa ilu re  to  d e -c e n tra liz e  in d u s tr y  

le a d  to r e g io n a lis t  d e m a n d s  a n d  n a tio n a lis t  m o v e m e n ts  o f  a n  e v e r  m o re  

ra d ic a l n a tu re .

-  W h a t  d e te rm in e s  th e  r e -s tr u c tu r in g  o f  th e  in d u s tr ia l m a p  a n d  the 

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f ‘p e r ip h e r a l c a p ita l is m ’ vvill be n o t so m u c h  th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l 

o p tio n s  in v o lv e d  as th e  s o c io -p o lit ic a l p r o b le m s  (a  c a lc u la t io n  o f  th e  so c ia l 

‘ r is k s ’ ).

F o r  so m e  d e c a d e s , th e  v vo rk in g  c la sse s  a n d  p e tty  b o u rg e o is ie s  o f  th e  

im p e r ia lis t  m etro p o lis e s  ‘ b e n e f ite d ’

(a) fro m  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  less in te g r a te d  a n d  less m e c h a n iz e d  m ea n s  o f  

p r o d u c t io n  th a n  w e  h a v e  to d a y , a n d

(b) fro m  th e h y p e r -e x p lo ita t io n  o f  th e  co lo n ie s.

A p a r t  fro m  th e  m o st sk ille d  vvorkers, th o se  c la sse s  vvill h a v e  to b e  ‘ b ro u g h t 

to  h e e l’ , to s a c r ific e  th e ir  h o p e s  o fs ta t u s ,  a n d  lo se  so m e  o f  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  th ey  

h a v e  g a in e d . W h a t  is h a p p e n in g  is n o t so  m u c h  a  r a c e  in  vvhich th e  g re a t  

povvers a re  c o m p e tin g  fo r first p la c e , as th e  c re a tio n  o f  a  nevv so c ia l s e g re g a -  

tio n  th a t  vvill b e  th e  sa m e  a li ö v e r  th e  vvorld. W h ile  h ig h -le v e l e lites o f  vvorkers, 

te c h n o lo g is ts  a n d  sc ie n tis ts  a re  e s ta b lis h e d  in  th e  p o o re st co u n tr ie s , th ere  vvill 

stili b e  la r g e  a re a s  o fe x t r e m e  p o v e r ty  in  th e  ric h e st.

T h e  r e s tr u c tu r in g  o f  c a p ita lis m  in  th e  e s ta b lis h e d  in d u s tr ia l povvers th u s 

in v o lv e s  a  c h a lle n g e  to th e  m o st lo n g s ta n d in g  s o c ia l a c h ie v e m e n ts , to  vvhich 

th e  v vo rk in g  c la s s e s  c lin g  te n a c io u s ly :

-  a li fo rm s o fs o c ia l  s e c u r ity , re tire m e n t p e n sio n s , fa m ily  a llo vvan ces a n d  so 

on;

-  c o lle c t iv e  b a r g a in in g , vvith g o v e rn m e n t  a rb itra tio n ;

-  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o te c tio n  o f  im p o r ta n t  b ra n c h e s  o f  th e  e c o n o m y  -  S ta te  

e n te r p r is e s  a n d  n a t i o n a l i z e d  e n te r p r is e s , m ix e d  e n te r p rise s  a n d  th o s e  vvith 

g o v e r n m e n t  s u b s id ie s , e te . F ro m  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  in te g r a te d  c a p ita lis m , 

su c h  p r o te c t io n  is ju s t if ie d  o n ly  in  th e  c a s e  o f  s e c to rs  th a t  m a k e  little  o r  n o  

p ro fit  (a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  th e  in fra s tru e tu re s , p u b lic  se rv ic e s  e te .) . B u t in  the 

d o m in a n t  se c to rs , th e  m a n a g e r s  o f  th e  m u ltin a tio n a ls  e x p e c t  to  h a v e  co m - 

p le te  fr e e d o m  to  d e c id e  s u c h  q u e s tio n s  as th e  r e - lo c a tio n  o f  in d u str ie s  (a t 

r e g io n a l, n a t i o n a l  a n d  C o n t in e n t a l  le v e l) , a n d  to  m a k e  a li d e c is io n s  r e la t in g  to  

t e c h n o l o g y ,  e n e r g y  a n d  so  on.

T h e  b u r e a u c r a c ie s  o f  th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  E a s te r n  E u r o p e  see  th e  p ro b le m  

in d iffe re n t  te rm s , b u t  th e ir  d is c u s s io n s  on  p r o fit-s h a r in g , im p ro v e d  p la n -



n in g  a n d  so  fo rth  a li h a v e  th a t  s a m e  u n d e r ly in g  o b je c t iv e  o f  m a x im iz in g  

p ro fits .

A R E -S H A P IN G  OF T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  D IV ISIO N  OF L A B O U R

N in e te e n th -c e n tu r y  c a p ita lis m  m a d e  re a l h e a d w a y  o n ly  to th e  e x te n t  th a t  the 

g e o g r a p h ic a l a n d  s o c ia l b a r r ie rs  o f  the ancien reğime, w ith  its le g a c y  o f  

fe u d a lis m , vvere b r o u g h t d o w n .

T o d a y  it  se e m s th a t  n a t io n a l b a r r ie r s , n a t io n a l ‘ fr a n c h is e s ’ , a n d  th e  c la s s  

s y s te m , a s  s ta b il iz e d  a n d  s tra tifie d  in  E u r o p e  in  th e  p a s t , e s p e c ia lly  in  E u ro p e  

a ro u n d  th e  M e d ite r r a n e a n , c o n s titu te  a  v e r y  r e a l o b s ta c le  to  th e  a d v a n c e  o f  

tw e n ty - fir s t-c e n tu r y  c a p ita lis m  a n d  th e  b irth  o f  a  n e w , w o r ld w id e , d o m in a n t  

c la ss  (fo rg ed  o u t  o f  th e  b o u r g e o is  a r is to c r a c ie s  a n d  th e  b u re a u c r a c ie s  o f  W e s t  

a n d  E a s t) .

T h e  p r e s e n t  vvorld cris is  is d ir e c te d , in  th e  la s t  a n a ly s is , to  e s ta b lis h in g  a  

n e w  m e th o d  fo r  th e  g e n e r a l e c o n o m ic  a n d  p o lit ic a l  s u b ju g a tio n  o f  th e  co l- 

le c tiv e  la b o u r  fo rc e  a li ö v e r  th e  w o r ld . T h e  g r a d u a l fa d in g  o u t  o f  tr a d it io n a l 

fo rm s o f  S ta te  c a p ita lis m  a n d  th e ir  re p la c e m e n t b y  m u ltin a tio n a l povvers a n d  

te c h n o -s tru c tu re s  (th e  d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  th e  ce n tre s  o f  d e c is io n -m a k in g  

in  re la tio n  to  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  c o u n try )  is a c c o m p a n ie d  b y

(a) th e  r e la t iv e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  a  fe w  T h ir d  V Vorld  c o u n tr ie s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  

p e rm a n e n t te n sio n  in  th e  r a w  m a te r ia l m a rk e t  as a  w h o le ;

(b ) th e  a b s o lu te  p a u p e r iz a t io n  o f  h u n d re d s  o f  m illio n s  o f  p e o p le  liv in g  in  

th e  c o u n tr ie s  th a t  d o  n o t s h a r e  in  th a t  e c o n o m ic  take-ofF;

(c) a n  in te n s e  e x p lo ita t io n  o f  th e  c o u n tr ie s  a n d  re g io n s  th a t  lie  b etvveen  th e  

s u p e r -r ic h  a n d  th e  s u p e r-p o o r .

C lo s e r  a n d  c lo s e r  re la tio n s  b etvveen  E a s t  a n d  W e s t , n o t o n ly  in  e c o n o m ic  

term s, b u t  a ls o  in  p o lic in g  th e  vvorld: g r e a te r  a n d  g r e a te r  c o o p e r a tio n  betvveen  

th e  te c h n o c r a ts , b u r e a u c r a ts , a r m e d  fo rces  e te . o f  th e  E a s te r n -  a n d  VVestern- 

b lo c  c o u n tr ie s .

A  c h a n g e  in  th e  d ir e e tio n  o f  th e  a r m a m e n ts  r a c e . I t  is  n o t n o w  so  m u c h  a  

m a tte r  o f  p r e p a r in g  fo r  th e  T h ir d  VVorld YVar as

(a) p r e s e r v in g  a  m ilita r y  -  a n d  th erefo re  a ls o  a  p o l it ic o - e c o n o m ic -  e q u il ib -  

r iu m  a m o n g  th e  su p er-p o vvers;

(b) o f k e e p in g  a  vvide e n o u g h  g a p  betvveen  th em  a n d  th e  s e c o n d a ry  povvers;

(c) o fe n fo r c in g  a  c e r ta in  ty p e  o f  c e n tra lis t  m o d e l in  s u c h  sp h e re s  a s  th o se  o f  

th e  a r m e d  fo r c e s , th e  p o liç e , e n e r g y  a n d  te c h n o lo g y  in s id e  e a c h  c o u n tr y .

I t  m a y  w e ll  b e  th a t  th is  la s t  o b je c t iv e  is vvhat c o n d itio n s  th e  first tvvo. F o r , 

s in c e  th e  t r a d it io n a l m o d e ls  o f  p o lit ic a l  c e n tra lis m  a re  th re a te n e d , it  is  

b e c o m in g  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  in te g ra te d  vvorld  c a p ita lis m  to  o v e r e o m e  th e  a p p a r -  

e n t c o n tr a d ic t io n  betvveen

— th e  r e la t iv e  r e d u e tio n  in  th e  ro le  o f  n a tio n a l g o v e r n m e n ts  in su c h  se c to rs



as e n e r g y , r a w  m a te r ia ls , th e  s it in g  o f  in d u s tr y , te c h n o lo g ic a l o p tio n s , 

c u r r e n c y , e te .;

-  th e  n e ed  to  r e -e s ta b lıs h  a n d  te rr ito r ia liz e  th e  e o ile e tiv e  ia b o u r  fo rce  u p o n  

a  n e w  so rt o f  p o w e r  fo r m a tio n .

T h e  n e w , w o r ld w id e , b o u r g e o is - b u r e a u c r a t ic  a r is to c r a c y  w ill c o n tin u e  to 

b e  b a s e d  u p o n  th e  h ie r a r c h y  o f in te r n a t io n a l p o w e rs . B u t  its te n d e n e y  is n o t to 

b e  id e n tif ie d  w ith  a n y  p a r t ic u ia r  o n e  o f  th em . (Ju st as w e  h a d  re c e n tly  to  

d is p e n s e  w ith  th e  m y th  o f  th e  ‘ 200 fa m ilie s ’ , so  to d a y  w e  h a v e  to  m o v e  a w a y  

fro m  th a t o f  th e  a b s o lu te  p r im a c y  o f  G e r m a n / A m e r ic a n  c a p ita lis m . T h e  re a l 

ta r g e t  is fa r  fro m  b e in g  so  c o n c e n tr a te d . T h e  m o st d a n g e r o u s  se a ts  o f  

c a p ita lis m  a re  to  b e  fo u n d  in E a s te r n - b lo c  a n d  T h ir d  W o r ld  c o u n tr ie s  a s  w e ll 

as in  th e  W e s t.)

A  R E -A R R A N G E M E N T  OF T H E  G R E A T  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  S U B -W H O L E S

T h e  fo r m u la  n o w  b e in g  e x p e r im e n te d , th a t is to  s a y  th e  ‘ G e r m a n  m o d e l’ 

( p a r a lle lin g  th e  a tte m p t  to  set u p  a  ‘ E u ro p e a n  a r e n a ’ ), is s e e k in g  to  re c o n c ile

-  th e  in e r e a s in g  in te g ra tio n  o f  a  w o r k e r s ’ a r is to c r a c y  th a t  is b e c o m in g  e v e r  

m o re  d e ta c h e d  fro m  th e  p r o le ta r ia t  o f  n a tio n s  o f  th e  s e c o n d  ra n k;

-  a  s tr e n g th e n in g  o f  th e  re p r e s s iv e  p ovver o f  g o v e r n m e n ts , e s p e c ia lly  in  a li 

th e  s p h e re s  c o n n e c te d  vvith c iv il  s o c ie ty ;

-  c o m p le te  d o c il i ty  tovvards th e  d ec is io n s  e m a n a tin g  fro m  th e  c e n tre s  o f  

in te g ra te d  w o r ld  c a p ita lis m  (vvith its  m u lti-c e n tr ic , tra n s -n a tio n a l, d e- 

te r r ito r ia liz e d  n etvvork).

In  o th e r  w o r d s , it is a  q u e s tio n  o f  c o m b in in g

-  a t th e  local le v e l: a n  id io s y n c r a t ic  r e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  th e  İa b o u r  fo rce . 

( T h e  m a ss  m e d ia  h a v e  a  c r u c ia l  p a r t  to  p la y  in m o u ld in g  in d iv id u a ls , a n d  in 

c r e a t in g  a  m a jo r ity  c o n s e n s u s  in  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  e s ta b lis h e d  o rd e r);

-  a t  th e  European le v e l: ‘C o m m u n it y ’ re s p o n s ib ility  for s o c ia l c o n tro l a n d  

re p res sio n ;

-  a t  th e  uıorld le v e l: a  fa u lt le s s  a d ju s tm e n t  to th e  nevv vvay in  vvhich 

c a p ita lis m  novv o p e ra te s .

O n e  c o u ld  a ls o  ta k e  in to  c o n s id e r a d o n  v a r io u s  o th e r  a tte m p ts  b y  in te ­

g r a te d  vvorld  c a p ita lis m  to  r e -s tru e tu r e  p a r t ic u ia r  e c o n o m ic  a n d  so c ia l 

s itu a tio n s . F o r  in sta n c e :

-  th e  p la n  o f  a n  I n te r - A fr ic a n  fo r c e  s u p p o r te d  b y  F r a n c e  a n d  th e  U S A  to 

c o u n te r  C u b a n  a n d  R u s s ia n  in te rv e n tio n . T h e  o n ly  ta n g ib le  re su lt  o f  a li th is 

in te r fe re n c e  h a s  b e en  to  r e in fo rc e  th e  g r ip  o f  vvorld c a p ita lis m  u p o n  A fr ic a .

-  th e  e v e r  g r e a te r  ro le  B r a z i l  se e m s  to  b e  b e in g  c a lle d  u p o n  to  p la y  in  L a t in  

A m e r ic a .

S u c h  e x a m p le s  m a k e  it c le a r  th a t  th e  ro le  o f ‘ in te rn a t io n a l p o lic e m e n ’ th a t 

h a d  h ith e r to  b e en  p la y e d  b y  th e  U S A  a n d  U S S R  (re m e m b e r  S u e z!)  h a s  novv



b e e n  t a k e n  ö v e r  b y  I n t e r n a t io n a l  a g e n c ie s  v v h ic h , t h o u g h  n o t  e a s i l y  id e n t i -  

f ia b le ,  a r e  n o  less im p l a c a b l e .

W O R L D W ID E  D E V E L O P M E N T  OF A  N EW  FORM  OF FASCİSM

In  so m e  r e sp e c ts , it vvould  b e  in  th e  in te re sts  o f  in te g r a te d  vvorld c a p ita lis m  to 

re so rt a s  lit t le  as p o s s ib le  to  c la s s ic a l a u th o r ita r ia n  so lu tio n s  th a t d e m a n d  th e  

s u p p o r t  a n d  u p k e e p  o f  p o lit ic a l  b u r e a u c ra c ie s  a n d  m ilita r y  c a stes , a n d  the 

a c c e p ta n c e  o f  fo r m u la s  o f  c o m p ro m is e  vvith tr a d it io n a l n a tio n a l s tr u c tu re s  -  

a li o f  vvhich  c o u ld  vvork a g a in s t  its ovvn tr a n s -n a tio n a l a n d  d e - te r r ito r ia liz in g  

lo g ic . I t  vvould  b e  p r e fe r a b le  to  r e ly  o n  m o re  f ie x ib le  s y ste m s o f  c o n tro l, u s in g  

m in ia tu r iz e d  m eth o d s: fa r  b e t te r  to  h a v e  m u tu a l s u r v e illa n c e , c o lle c tiv e  

p r e p a r e d n e s s , s o c ia l vvorkers, p s y c h ia tr is ts  a n d  a  s p e llb in d in g  T V  th a n  a  

re p r e s s io n  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  r io t  p o liçe ! B e t te r  th e  v o lu n ta r y  p a r d c ip a tio n  o f  

in d iv id u a ls  in  in s titu tio n s  th a n  a  b u rd e n s o m e  b u r e a u c r a c y  th a t  c ru s h e s  a li 

in it ia t iv e .

B u t  th e  lo n g -te rm , g e n e r a l c r is is  th a t  h a s  fo r so m e  y e a rs  b een  p a r a ly s in g  

th e  w o r k in g s  o f  th e  e c o n o m y  a s  a  vvhole is le a d in g  to  a  c o lla p s e  o f  th e  m o d e rn  

c a p ita lis t  id e o lo g y  th a t  c h a r a c te r iz e d  th e  th ird  q u a r te r  o f  th e  tvventieth  

c e n tu r y .

T h e  o ld  c la s s  b a la n c e , th e  w a y s  in  vvhich  th e  S ta te  u se d  to  a rb itr a te  a m o n g  

th e  v a r io u s  s u b -w h o le s  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie , th e  p o lit ic a l  a n d  ju r id ic a l  sa fe - 

g u a r d s  in h e r e n t in  b o u r g e o is  d e m o c r a c y  -  a li th is  h a s  to  b e  re -a ss es se d , as th e  

s u p e r -m a n a g e r s  o f  th e  T r i la t e r a l  C o m m is s io n  h a v e  m a d e  c le a r . in te g r a te d  

vvorld c a p ita lis m  c a n  o n ly  h o p e  to  s u r v iv e  p r o v id e d  it  c a n  c o n tr o l th e  

fu n c t io n in g

(a) o f  in te r n a t io n a l r e la tio n s  a n d  a li  m a jö r  s o c ia l  c h a n g e s  (fo r in s ta n c e  the 

m a n ip u la t io n  o f  th e  ‘ c a m a tio n  c o u p ’ o f  1 9 7 4  in  P o r tu g a l, o r  w h a t  is  n o w  

h a p p e n in g  in  I ta ly ) ;

(b) o f  th e  m a c h in e r y  o f  th e  S ta te  ( in c lu d in g  th e  m a c h in e r y  o f  ju s t ic e  — 

h e n c e  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  c u rr e n t  re s is ta n c e  a m o n g  lavvyers a n d  m a g is -  

tra tes );

(c) o f  th e  m a c h in e r y  o f  t r a d e  u n io n s , w o rk s  c o m m itte e s  e te . C o n tr a c tu a l  

n e g o tia tio n s  vvith vvorkers vvould  h a v e  to b e  c o n sid e re d  h e n ce fo rth  a s  a n  

in te g r a l p a r t  o f  th e  n o r m a l o p e r a t io n  o f  e v e r y  c o m p a n y , a n d  th e  u n io n s  w ill 

h a v e  s o m e th in g  o f  th e  s a m e  so r t  o f  fu n e tio n  a s  a  p e rs o n n e l d e p a r tm e n t  in 

e n s u r in g  g o o d  s ta ff- m a n a g e m e n t  re la tio n s;

(d) o f  a li c o lle c t iv e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  -  sc h o o ls , u n iv e rs itie s  a n d  e v e r y th in g  e lse  

th a t  c o n tr ib u te s  to  m o u ld in g  th e  c o lle c t iv e  vvork fo rce;

(e) o f  th e  vvorkin gs o f  th e  p res s , th e  c in e m a , te le v is io n  a n d  so  o n , a n d  

e v e r y th in g  th a t  c o n tr ib u te s  to  m o u ld in g  fa m ilia l a n d  in d iv id u a l s u b je c tiv ity . 

A  p r o te s t  in  th e  m in d  o fo n e  p e rs o n  b e c o m e s  a  d a n g e r  th e  m o m e n t th ere  is  a n y



p o s s ib ility  o f  its c o n ta m in a t in g o th e r s .  I t  is th erefo re  n e c e s s a r y  to k e e p a c lo s e  

vvatch  o n  a li d e v ia n ts  a n d  o u ts id e r s , e v e n  u p o n  th e ir  u n c o n s c io u s  re a c tio n s .

A li  th is  h a s  n o t h a p p e n e d  y e t. I n te g r a te d  w o r ld  c a p ita lis m  h a s  so fa r 

p r o v e d  q u ite  in c a p a b le  o f  o ffe r in g  a n y  so lu tio n  a t  a li to  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l 

p r o b le m s  fa c in g  th e  vvorld  ( d e m o g r a p h ic  gro vvth, e c o lo g ic a l d e v a s ta t io n , the 

n e ed  to  d efin e  n e w  g o a ls  fo r p r o d u c t io n , e t e .) . T h e  a n s w e rs  it p r o p o se s  to  g iv e  

to  th e  p r o b le m s  o f  e n e r g y  a n d  r a w  m a te r ia ls  h a v e  n o th in g  to  o ffer th e  v a s t  

m a ss  o f  th e  v vo rld ’s p o p u la t io n . E x is t in g  In te rn a tio n a l b o d ies  a re  c le a r ly  

in c a p a b le  o f  s e tt lin g  in te r n a t io n a l d is p u te s ;  in  fa c t  th e y  seem  to  o p e ra te  o n  th e  

p r in c ip le  o f  s e tt in g  u p  c e r ta in  e n d e m ic  m ilita r y  c o n flic ts  (th e  w a r s  in  the 

M id d le  E a s t, A fr ic a  a n d  so  o n ) a s  s a fe ty  v a lv e s . I t  h a r d ly  ta k e s  a  h o th e a d e d  

d e m a g o g u e  to  p o in t  o u t  th a t  th e re  is  in e r e a s in g  a n g e r  a n d  d is illu s io n m e n t 

vvith th is  fo rm  o f  ‘g u a r d ia n s h ip ’ o f  th e  in te re sts  o fm a n k in d ;  c a p ita lis m  is w e ll 

avvare o f  th is , a n d  is t r y in g  to m a k e  vvhat p r e p a ra tio n s  it ca n  to  d e a l w ith  

p r o te s t  a n d  r e v o lu tio n .

H o w e v e r , th e  n e w  to ta lita r ia n  r e g im e  th a t th e  ‘e x p e r ts ’ o f  th e  T r i la te r a l  

C o m m is s io n  a n d  th e  m a n a g e r s  o f  in te g ra te d  vvorld  c a p ita lis m  a re  vvo rk in g  to  

a c h ie v e  c a n n o t  b e  id e n d fie d  p u r e ly  a n d  s im p ly  vvith n a t io n a l fa sc ism s o f  the 

H it le r  o r  M u s s o lin i ty p e . I t  vvill b e  everyvvh ere  a n d  novvhere. I t  vvill co n - 

ta m in a te  vvhole a r e a s  o f  th e  vvorld, b u t  th ere  vvill b e  z o n e s  o f  c o m p a r a t iv e  

fre e d o m  a lo n g s id e  z o n e s  o f  h y p e r -r e p r e s s io n , a n d  th e  b o rd e r lin e  betvveen  th e  

z o n e s  w il] re m a in  flu id . T h is  nevv r e g im e  vvill n o t  a c t  o n ly  th ro u g h  th e  

in s tr u m e n ta lity  o fg o v e r n m e n ts ,  b u t  th r o u g h  a li th e  e le m e n ts  th a t  c o n tr ib u te  

to  th e  e d u c a t io n  o f  th e  vvork fo r c e , to  th e  m o u ld in g  o fe v e r y  in d iv id u a l a n d  th e  

im p o s in g  o f  a  p a r t ic u la r  l ife -s ty le  -  in  o th e r  vvords th ro u g h  a  m u ltitu d e  o f  

s y s te m s  o f s e m io t ic  s u b ju g a t io n  o p e r a t in g  in  s c h o o ls , c o m m e r c ia l sp o rt , the 

m e d ia , a d v e r t is in g  a n d  a li th e  v a r io u s  te c h n iq u e s  u se d  to  ‘ h e lp ’ p e o p le  (so c ia l 

s e rv ic e s , p s y c h o a n a ly s is  o n  a  la r g e  s c a le , c u ltu r a l p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  so o n ) .

A  P ro life ra tio n  o f  M a rg in a l G r o u p s

In te g r a te d  vvorld  c a p ita lis m  d o e s  n o t p la n  a n y  s y s te m a tic  a n d  g e n e r a liz e d  

c ru s h in g  o f  th e  la b o u r in g  m a sse s , vvom en, y o u n g  p e o p le  o r  m in o ritie s . I n  fa c t, 

th e  m e a n s  o f  p r o d u c t io n  u p o n  vvhich  it d e p e n d s  re q u ire  a  c e r ta in  fle x ib ility  in  

p r o d u c t io n  re la t io n s  a n d  s o c ia l re la t io n s , a n d  a  c e rta in  m in im u m  a b il ity  to  

a d ju s t  to  th e  nevv fo rm s o f  fe e lin g  a n d  th e  nevv ty p e s  o f  h u m a n  re la tio n s h ip s  

a p p e a r in g  in  so  m a n y  p la c e s . ( T h e  ‘c r e a t iv e  d is c o v e r ie s ’ o f f r in g e  g ro u p s  a re  

ta k e n  ö v e r  b y  th e  m a s s  m e d ia ; th e r e  is a  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  to le ra n t  a tt itu d e  to 

so m e  fo rm s o f  fr e e d o m  o fa c t io n ;  e te .)  T h is  b e in g  th e  c a se , a  c e r ta in  a m o u n t o f  

p r o te s t , h a lf- to le r a te d , h a lf-e n c o u r a g e d  a n d  a b s o r b e d , c a n  b e c o m e  a n  in tr in -  

s ic  p a r t  o f  th e  s y ste m .

O t h e r  fo r m s o f  p r o te s t , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , a re  seen  as fa r  m o re  d a n g e ro u s ,



in a s  m u c h  as th e y  th re a te n  th e  e s s e n tia l re la tio n s h ip s  o n  vvhich  th e  s y ste m  is 

b a se d  (re s p e c t fo r  w o rk , fo r  th e  s o c ia l h ie r a r c h y , fo r  th e  g o v e rn m e n t, fo r the 

re lig io n  o f  c o n s u m e ris m ). I t  is  im p o s s ib le  to  m a k e  a  c le a r-c u t  d is tin c tio n  

b etvveen  th e  fr in g e  id e a s  th a t  c a n  b e  re c u p e r a te d  a n d  th o se  th a t le a d  dovvn the 

s lip p e r y  s lo p e  to  a u th e n tic  ‘m o le c u la r  r e v o lu t io n s ’ . T h e  b o rd e r lin e  re m a in s  

flu id , a n d  flu c tu a te s  b o th  in  t im e  a n d  p la c e . T h e  e sse n tia l d ifF eren ce is 

v vh eth er, in th e  fin a l a n a ly s is , a  g iv e n  p h e n o m e n o n  -  hovvever b ro a d  its 

im p lic a t io n s  -  is o n e  th a t  re m a in s  o n  th e  m a rg in s  o f  th e  so c iu s , o r vvh eth er it 

p o ses  a  fu n d a m e n ta l th re a t  to  it. In  th is  se n se , w h a t  c h a r a c te r iz e s  th e  

‘m o le c u la r ’ is th a t th e  lin e s  o f  e s c a p e  c o m b in e  vvith the o b je c t iv e  lin e s  o f  

d e - te r r ito r ia liz a t io n  o f  th e  s y s te m  to cre a te  a n  irr e p re s s ib le  a s p ira tio n  fo r  nevv 

a re a s  o f  fr e e d o m . ( O n e  e x a m p le  o f  su c h  a n  e s c a p e  ü n e  is th e  free  ra d io  

s ta tio n s . T e c h n o lo g ic a l  d e v e lo p m e n t, a n d  in  p a r t ic u la r  th e  m in ia tu r iz a t io n  o f  

tr a n s m itte rs  a n d  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e y  c a n  b e  p u t to g e th e r  b y  a m a te u r s , 

‘e n c o u n te r s ’ a  c o lle c t iv e  a s p ir a t io n  fo r  so m e  nevv m e a n s  o fe x p re s s io n .)

T h e r e  a re  v a r io u s  fa c to rs  to  b e  ta k e n  in to  c o n s id e ra tio n , b o th  in  ‘o b je c t iv e ’ 

te rm s a n d  in  te rm s  o f  nevv s o c ia l b e h a v io u r , in  o r d e r  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  

p o s s ib ilid e s  fo r  r e v o lu t io n a r y  c h a n g e  in  th e  fu tu re :

(a) YVill in te g r a te d  vvorld  c a p ita lis m  m a n a g e  to  e sta b lis h  a  s o c ia l o r d e r  

a c c e p t e d  b y  th e  m a jo r ity  in  vvh ich  s o c ia l s e g r e g a tio n  is in te n sifie d ?  C a p i t a l -  

in  b o th  VVest a n d  E a s t  — is  s im p ly  th e  Capital ofpower, th a t  is to  s a y  a  m o d e  o f  

s e m io tiz in g , h o m o g e n iz in g  a n d  tr a n s m itt in g  a li th e  v a r io u s  fo rm s o f  povver. 

(P ovver ö v e r  g o o d s , la n d , vvork, ö v e r  s u b o r d in a te s , ‘ in fe r io r s ’ , n e ig h b o u r s , 

fa m ily  a n d  so  o n .)  O n ly  th e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  nevv vvays o f  r e la tin g  to  th e  vvorld 

a n d  th e  s o c iu s  vvill m a k e  it p o s s ib le  to  tra n s fo rm  th is  ‘ lib id in a l f ix a tio n ’ o f  

in d iv id u a ls  u p o n  th is  s y s t e m  o f  C a p it a l a n d  i t s  v a r io u s  c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n s  o f  

povver. T h e  c a p ita lis t  s y s t e m , in  fa c t , ca n  b e  m a in ta in e d  o n ly  so  lo n g  a s  th e  

v a s t  m a jo r ity  o f  in d iv id u a ls  d o  n o t m e r e ly  s h a r e  in  it , b u t  a ls o  g iv e  it  th e ir  

u n c o n s c io u s  a s s e n t. T h e  o v erth ro vv  o f  m o d e m  c a p ita lis m , th erefo re , is  n o t 

j u s t  a  m a tte r  o fs tr u g g lin g  a g a in s t  m a te r ia l e n s la v e m e n t  a n d  th e  v is ib le  fo rm s 

o f  re p r e s s io n , b u t a lso , a n d  a b o v e  a li, o f  c r e a t in g  a  vvhole lo t o f  a lte r n a t iv e  

vvays o f d o in g  th in g s , o f functioning.

(b) Ö v e r  th e  p a s t  d e c a d e , th e re  h a s  b e en  a  p r o life ra tio n  o f  ‘ f ig h tin g  fr o n ts ’ 

o f  a  q u ite  d iffe re n t so rt fro m  th o s e  th a t  h a v e  a lvvays m a rk e d  the tra d it io n a l 

vvo rk ers’ m o v e m e n t. ( A m o n g  h ith e r to  c o n fo r m ist vvorkers, the u n sk ilie d  vvho 

r e s e n t th e  jo b s  th e y  a r e  fo r c e d  to  d o , th e  u n e m p lo y e d , e x p lo ite d  w o m e n , 

e c o lo g is ts , m e m b e rs  o f  n a t io n a lis t  g r o u p s , p e o p le  in  m e n ta l h o sp ita ls , h o m o - 

s e x u a ls , th e  o ld , th e  y o u n g , e te .)  W ill  th e ir  d e m a n d s  f in a lly  p ro v e  c a p a b le  o f  

b e in g  a c c o m m o d a te d  vvith in  th e  fram evvork  o f  p r o te s t  a c c e p ta b le  to  th e  

s y ste m ?  O r  vvill th ere  b e  a  g r a d u a l  r a m if ic a tio n  o f  a g e n ts  o f  m o le c u la r  

r e v o lu t io n  b e n e a th  th e m  a li?  (M o v e m e n ts  th a t  e lu d e  th e  d o m in a n t m e a n s  o f  

id e n d fic a t io n , th a t  p r o d u c e  th e ir  ovvn re fe re n tia l a x e s , th a t a re  in te r lin k e d  b y



th e ir  ovvn u n d e r g r o u n d  a n d  tra n s v e rs a l c o n n e c tio n s , a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  

u n d e r m in e  t r a d it io n a l p r o d u c t io n  re la tio n s , tr a d it io n a l so c ia l a n d  fa m ily  

sy s te m s , tr a d it io n a l a tt itu d e s  to th e  b o d y , to  sex , to  th e  u n iv e rse .)

(c) YVill a li  th ese  m ic r o -r e v o lu t io n s , th e s e  p r o fo u n d  c h a lle n g e s  to  so c ia l 

re la tio n s , r e m a i n  c o n ta in e d  w ith in  re s tr ic te d  a re a s  o f  th e  s o c iu s P O r  vvill th ere  

b e  a  nevv in te r -c o n n e c te d n e s s  th a t  lin k s  o n e  w ith  a n o th e r , w ith o u t  th e r e b y  

s e tt in g  u p  a n y  nevv h ie ra r c h y  o r  se g re g a tio n ?  In  sh o rt, vvill a li th ese  m icro - 

r e v o lu t io n s  e n d  b y  p r o d u c in g  a  r e a l r e v o lu tio n ?  W ill  th e y  b e  c a p a b le  o f  ta k in g  

o n  b o a r d  n o t o n ly  s p e c if ic  lo c a l p r o b le m s  b u t th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  th e  g r e a t  

e c o n o m ic  u n its?

-  I n  o th e r  vvords: a r e  vve g o in g  to  g e t  a w a y  fro m  a li th e  v a r io u s  u to p ia s  o f  

n o s ta lg ia  -  g e t t in g  b a c k  to  o u r  o r ig in s , to  n a tu re , to  th e  tra n s c e n d e n t?  T h e  

o b je c t iv e  lin e s  o f  d e - te rr ito r ia liz a t io n  a re  irre v e rs ib le . W e  h a v e  to  co m e  to 

te rm s vvith ‘p r o g r e s s ’ in s c ie n c e  a n d  te c h n o lo g y , o r  vve s h a ll g e t  novvhere, an d  

th e  povver o f  w o r ld  c a p ita lis m  vvill r a lly  o n c e  m o re.

F o r  in s ta n c e , ta k e  th e  s tr u g g le s  fo r  s e lf-d e te rm in a tio n  in C o r s ic a  a n d  

B r it ta n y . I t  is  o b v io u s  th a t  th ese  vvill in te n s ify  ö v e r  th e  n e x t  fevv y e a rs . I s  th is  

ju s t  a n o th e r  c a s e  o f  n o s ta lg ia  fo r  th e  p a st?  S u r e ly  w h a t  is in v o lv e d  h ere  is th e  

b u ild in g -u p  o f  a  nevv C o r s ic a ,  a  n e w  B r it ta n y  -  a n d  a  nevv S a r c e lle s  a n d  a  nevv 

Y v e l in e s ,2 fo r th a t  m a tte r . I t  is  a  q u e s tio n  o fr e -v v r itin g  th e  p a s t  u n a s h a m e d ly  

in to  th e  w e b  o f  a  c le a r  fu tu re . T h e  d e m a n d s  o f  m in o r it ie s , fo r  in s ta n c e , a n d  

n a t io n a lis t  d e m a n d s  as vveü, m a y  c o n ta in  vvith in  th em  a  c e rta in  ty p e  o f  S ta te  

povver, o f  s u b ju g a t io n :  in  o th e r  vvords, th ey  m a y  b e  c a r r ie r s  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  

v irü s .

W h a t  fo rm s o f  r e s is ta n c e  c a n  b e  a d o p te d  b y  th e  m o st tr a d it io n a l g ro u p s  

novv b e in g  d is tu r b e d  b y  th e  w a y  in te g ra te d  vvorld c a p ita lis m  is d e v e lo p in g ?  

W il l  th e  t r a d e  u n io n s  a n d  th e  c la s s ic a l p a r t ie s  o f  th e  le ft  g o  o n  in d e fin ite ly  

le t t in g  th e m s e lv e s  b e  m a n ip u la te d  a n d  ta k e n  ö v e r  b y  m o d e rn  c a p ita lis m , o r  

vvill th e y  b e c o m e  p r o fo u n d ly  tra n s fo rm e d ?

It  is im p o s s ib le  to  p r e d ic t  th e  fo rm s o f  s tr u g g le  a n d  o rg a n iz a t io n  th a t  th e  

r e v o lu t io n  novv s ta r t in g  vvill a d o p t  in  fu tu re . I t  w o u ld  se e m  a t p r e s e n t th a t  

a b s o lu te ly  a n y th in g  c o u ld  h a p p e n . H o w e v e r , a  fevv th in g s  se e m  c le a r  -  n o t as 

to  vvhat th e  q u e s tio n s  w ill  b e , b u t  w h a t  th e y  m o st c e r ta in ly  vvill n o t  b e .

(a) T h e y  vvill n o t b e  c e n tre d  s o le ly  u p o n  q u a n t ita t iv e  a im s , b u t vvill be 

r e -e x a m in in g  th e  vvhole p u rp o s e  o f  vvork, a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  a ls o  o f le is u r e  a n d  

o f  c u ltu re  to o . T h e y  vvill r e c o n s id e r  th e  e n v ir o n m e n t, d a i ly  life , fa m ily  life , 

r e la tio n s  b etvveen  m en  a n d  vvom en, a d u lts  a n d  c h ild r e n , th e  p e rc e p tio n  o f  

tim e , th e  m e a n in g  o f  life.

(b) T h e y  vvill n o t b e  c e n tre d  s o le ly  u p o n  th o se  w h o  a re  a d u lt-m a le -w h ite -  

sk ille d -in d u s tr ia l-v v o rk e r s . ( T h e r e  vvill b e  n o  m o re  o f  th e  m y th  o f  th e  re v o l-

2. S a r c e l le s  a n d  Y v e lin e s  a r e  d o r m ito r y  tovvns a ro u n d  P a r is  th a t  p re s e n te d  a  c h a lle n g e  fo r 

r e c o n s tru c t io n .



u tio n a rie s  in th e  P u tilo v  fa c to r ie s3 in  1 9 1 7 .)  P r o d u c tio n  to d a y  c a n  in  n o  sen se  

b e  id e n tif ie d  w ith  h e a v y  in d u s tr y . E s s e n tia lly , it in v o lv e s  b o th  m a c h in e -to o ls  

a n d  c o m p u te r s , s o c ia l s e r v ic e s  as w e ll as s c ie n c e  a n d  te c h n o lo g y . P ro d u c tio n  

is in s e p a r a b le  fro m  th e e d u c a t io n  o f  th e  vvork fo rce , s ta r t in g  w ith  th e  ‘w o r k ’ o f  

th e  s m a lle s t  c h ild re n . It a ls o  in c lu d e s  th e  u n it o f ‘m a in te n a n c e ’ , re p r o d u c d o n  

a n d  e d u c a t io n , th a t is th e  fa m ily , th e  b u rd e n  o f  ru n n in g  vvhich, in  o u r  p res en t 

o p p re s s iv e  sy s te m , is b o rn e  in  th e  m a in  b y  vvom en.

(c) T h e y  w ill  n o t be c e n tre d  s o le ly  o n  a  v a n g u a r d  p a r ty  co n sid e re d  to  b e  the 

th eo r ist  o f  s tr u g g le , th e  s o u rc e  fro m  vvhich a li ‘ m a ss  m o v e m e n ts ’ vvill h a v e  to  

b e  d e fin e d . T h e y  vvill be ce n tre d  on  m a n y  d iffe re n t th in g s. T h e ir  v a r io u s  

c o m p o n e n ts  vvill c e r ta in ly  n o t b e  e x p e c te d  to h a r m o n iz e  to ta lly , to  s p e a k  th e  

s a m e  s te r e o ty p e d  la n g u a g e : c o n tra d ic tio n s , a n d  e v e n  ir r e d u c ib le  a n ta g o n -  

ism s, m a y  w e ll e x ist a m o n g  th e m . (A s  vvith th e  a tt itu d e  vvom en vvill in e v ita b ly  

h a v e  to m o v e m e n ts  d o m in a te d  b y  m en .) T h is  so rt o f  c o n tr a d ic tio n  d o e s  n o t 

in h ib it  a c tio n , b u t m e r e ly  in d ic a te s  th a t a  u n iq u e  s itu a tio n , a  sp e c if ic  d e s ire , 

is at issu e .

(d) T h e y  vvill n o t b e  seen  s o le ly  in a  n a tio n a l c o n te x t. W h ile  c lo s e ly  

c o n c e r n e d  vvith th e  m o st d o vv n -to -e a rth  e v e r y d a y  re a lity , th ey  vvill a lso  

in v o lv e  s o c ia l to ta lit ie s  th a t  e x te n d  b e y o n d  n a t io n a l b o u n d a rie s  in e v e ry  

sen se . N o v v a d a y s , a n y  p r o g r a m m e  o f  s tr u g g le  vvorked o u t  s o le ly  in  te rm s o f  a  

n a tio n a l fram evvo rk  is  fo re d o o m e d  to  fa ilu re . A n y  p a r ty  o r  p o lit ic a l g r o u p , 

fro m  th e  m o st re fo rm ist to  the m o st r e v o lu tio n a r y , th a t  re str ic ts  i t s e lf  to  th e  

a im  o f  ‘ th e  ta k e o v e r  o f  th e  p o lit ic a l  povver o f  th e  S t a t e ’ c o n d e m n s its e lf  to 

im p o te n c e . ( T h e  so lu tio n  o f  th e  I ta lia n  p r o b le m , fo r e x a m p le , vvill be fo u n d  

n e ith e r  b y  th e  s o c ia lis ts , n o r  th e  c o m m u n is ts , n o r  th e  in d e p e n d e n ts . It n e ed s a  

m o v e m e n t o f  s tru g g le  to d e v e lo p  in  a t le a st fo u r  o r  fiv e  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  in  

E u ro p e .)

(e) T h e y  vvill n o t b e  c e n tre d  on  a  s in g le  b o d y  o f  th eo ry . T h e  v a r io u s  

e le m e n ts  vvill, e a c h  a t  its  ovvn le v e l, a n d  fo llovvin g  its  o w n  p a c e , d e v e lo p  th e ir  

m o d e s o f  s e m io t iz a d o n  in  o r d e r  to  d e fin e  th e m se lv e s  a n d  d ir e c t  th e ir  a c tio n . 

T h is  b r in g s  us o n c e  a g a in  to  th e  p r o b le m  o f  g e t t in g  rid  o f  th e  o p p o s itio n  

betvveen p r o d u c t iv e  a n d  s c ie n t if ic  o r  c u ltu ra l vvork, betvveen m a n u a l ancj 

in te lle c tu a l vvork.

( f)  T h e y  vvill s to p  p u t t in g  v a lu e  in  e x c h a n g e  in  o n e  c o m p a r tm e n t, v a lu e  in  

u se in  a n o th e r , a n d  th e  v a lu e s  o f  d e s ir e  in  y e t  a  th ird . S u c h  c o m p a r tm e n ta liz a -  

tion  is o n e  o f  th e  m o st fu n d a m e n ta l b ases  o f  th e  se lf-e n c lo se d , h ie r a r c h ic a l, 

povver fo rm a tio n s  u p o n  vvhich  c a p ita lis m  a n d  s o c ia l s e g re g a tio n  d e p e n d .

S o c ia l p r o d u c t io n , u n d e r  th e  c o n tro l o f  c a p ita lis t  a n d  te c h n o c r a t ic  ‘ e lite s ’ , 

is b e c o m in g  e v e r  m o re  c u t  o f f  fro m  th e in te re sts  a n d  d es ire s  o f  in d iv id u a ls . 

T h is  le a d s

3. T h e  v vo rk ers’ c e m r e  o f  res iS ta n ce  in  P e tro g ra d .



(a) to  a  s y s te m a tic  o v e r -v a lu in g  o f in d u s tr ie s  th a t  a re  e n d a n g e r in g  th e  v e r y  

s u r v iv a l o f  th e  h u m a n  ra c e  (th e  a rm s  ra c e , n u c le a r  povver a n d  so on);

(b ) to a n  u n d e r-e s tim a tio n  o f  e ss e n tia l u se v a lu e s  (vvorld h u n g e r , the 

p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  th e  e n v ir o n m e n t);

(c) to  th e  f la t te n in g -o u t  a n d  re p re s s io n  o f  the u n iq u e n e s s  o fd e s ir e s , in  o th e r  

vvords to  lo s in g  th e  m e a n in g  in  life.

T h is  b e in g  so , w e  c a n  n o  lo n g e r  s e p a r a te  th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  re v o lu t io n a r y  

c h a n g e  fro m  a  c o lle c t iv e  a s s u m p tio n  o f  re s p o n s ib ility  fo r d a ily  life  a n d  a  fu ll 

a c c e p ta n c e  o f  d e s ire  a t e v e r y  le v e l o f  s o c ie ty .
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T h e  q u e s tio n  o f  c a p ita lis m  c a n  be e n v is a g e d  fro m  a n u m b e r  o f  a n g le s , b u t 

th o se  o f  th e  e c o n o m y  a n d  th e  s o c ia l c o n s titu te  a n e c e s s a r y  s ta r t in g  p o in t.

F irs t , c a p ita lis m  c a n  be d e f in e d  as a g e n e ra l fu n c tio n  o f  s e m io tiz a tio n  o f  a 

c e r ta in  m o d e  o f  p r o d u c tio n , c ir c u la t io n  a n d  d is tr ib u t io n . C a p ita lis m , th e  

‘m e th o d ’ o f  C a p it a l ,  w ill  b e  c o n s id e re d  as a s p e c if ic p r o c e d u r e  o f  v a lo r iz a d o n  

o f  c o m m o d itie s , s u c h  as g o o d s , a c tiv it ie s  a n d  se rv ic e s , fo u n d e d  on  in d e x  a n d  

s y m b o liz a t io n  s y ste m s dravvn fro m  a  p a r t ic u la r  s y n ta x  a n d  a llo w in g  the 

o v e r -e n c o d in g  a n d  th e  c o n tr o l o f  th e  m a n a g e m e n t ru n n in g  it.

T h is  ‘ fo r m a lis t ’ d e fin it io n  c a n  b e  s u sta in e d  b e c a u s e , d e s p ite  b e in g  in d is-  

s o c ia b le  fro m  th o se  o f  th e  te c h n ic a l a n d  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  a r r a n g e m e n ts  (agence- 

ment) to vvhich  it is  re la te d , s u c h  a  fu n c tio n  o f  s e m io t iz a t io n  h as  n o  less an  

in tr in s ic  c o h e re n c e . F ro m  th is  p o in t  o f  vievv th e  s ty le s  (modes) o f  c a p ita lis t ic  

‘v vritin g s ’ (cf. D e r r id a )  c o u ld  b e  c o m p a r e d  to th e  m a th e m a tic a l co rp u s  vvhose 

a x io m a t ic  c o n s is te n c e  is n o t c a lle d  in  q u e s tio n  b y  th e  a p p lic a t io n  vvhich  m ig h t  

b e  m a d e  in  e x tr a ^ m a th e m a tic a l fie ld s . W e  p ro p o s e  to  ca li th is  first le v e l the 

semiotic systern o f  c a p ita lis m , o r  th e  semiotic o f  capitalistic valorization.

S e c o n d , c a p ita lis m  a p p e a r s  m o re  as th e  g e n e r a to r  o f  a  p a r t ic u la r  ty p e  o f  

s o c ia l re la tio n s ; h e re  r e g u la d o n s , la w s , u sag es  a n d  p r a c t ic e s  c o m e  to  th e  fo re . 

T h e  p r o c e d u r e s  o fe c o n o m ic  v v ritin g  m a y  v a r y ;  vvhat c o u n ts  is th e  m a in te n - 

a n c e  o f  a c e r ta in  ty p e  o f  s o c ia l order fo u n d e d  o n  th e  d iv is io n  o f  ro les  betvveen 

th o se  w h o  m o n o p o liz e  povver a n d  th o se  w h o  a r e  s u b je c t  to  it, a n d  th a t  ju s t  as 

m u c h  in  th e  a r e a s  o f  vvork a n d  e c o n o m ic  life , as in  th o se  o f  life -s ty le s , 

kn o vvled g e  a n d  c u ltu re . A li  th ese  d iv is io n s , vvith th o se  o f  se x , a g e -g r o u p s  a n d  

r a c e , e n d  u p  b y  c o n s d tu t in g  ‘ a t th e  a r r iv a l- p o in t ’ th e  c o n c re te  s e g m e n ts  o f  th e  

s o c iu s . T h is  s e c o n d  le v e l vvill be d e fin e d  as th e  structure o f  segmentatiorı, a  le v e l 

vvhich  se e m s a ls o  to  m a in ta in  a  c e r ta in  d e g re e  o f in te r n a l c o h e re n c e  v vh atever 

th e  tra n s fo rm a tio n s  o r  th e  u p h e a v a ls  im p o se d  u p o n  it  b y  h is to ry .

I t  is c le a r , hovvever, th a t  th e  ‘c o d a g e ’ o f  c a p ita lis m  d o e s n o t p r o c e e d  fro m  a  

‘ ta b le  o f  la w ’ d e f in in g  o n c e  a n d  fo r a li in te r-h u m a n  re la tio n s . T h e  o rd e r  vvhich

r . T r a n s la te d  b y  B r ia n  D a r l in g . A n  u n p u b lis h e d  a r t ic le  vvh ich  w iil  a p p e a r  in a  fo r th c o m in g  issu c 

o f  th e  revievv  Change-îniernalionale.



it im p o se s  e v o lv e s  ju s t  as d o e s  its o w n  e c o n o m ic  s y n ta x . In  th is d o m a in , as in 

m a n y  o th e r s , th e  in fîu e n c e s  a re  n o t u n ila te ra l, w e  a re  n e v e r  co n fro n te d  vvith a 

o n e -w a y  c a u s a lity . N e ith e r  is it a q u e s tio n  o f  b e in g  sa tis fie d  vvith a  s im p le  

o p p o s it io n  betvveen  s e m io tic  s y s te m  a n d  se g m e n ta tio n  s y ste m . T h e s e  tvvo 

a s p e c ts  alvvays g o  to g e th e r , a n d  th e ir  d is t in c tio n  vvill b e c o m e  p e rtin e n t o n iy  to 

th e  e x te n t  th a t  it allovvs u s to c la r ify  th e  in te ra c tio n s  vvhich e a c h  h as vvith a  

th ird , e q u a lly  im p o r ta n t, lev el: th a t o f  th e  p ro ces s  o f  p r o d u c tio n . L e t  us be 

c le a r  s tra ig h ta v v a y  th a t, in th e  p r e s e n t p e rs p e c tiv e , th is  le sse r  le v e l sh o u ld  n o t 

be id e n tif ie d  vvith vvhat M a r x is ts  d e s ig n a te  b y  th e  e x p re ss io n  ‘ re la tio n s  o f  

p r o d u c t io n ’ o r  ‘e c o n o m ic  re la tio n s  o f  th e  in fr a s tr u c tu re ’ . D o u b tle s s  o u r  

c a te g o r y  o f  ‘ p ro cess  o f  p r o d u c t io n ’ su b su m e s  th e  M a r x is t  o n e , b u t it g o es  

la r g e ly  b e v o n d  it in th e  in fin ite ly  e x te n s ib le  d o m a in  o f  m a c h in e s , b o th  

c o n c r e te  a n d  a b s tr a c t . T h e s e  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  th e  p ro ces s  h a v e  th erefo re  to 

in c lu d e  m a te r ia l fo rces , h u m a n  la b o u r , so c ia l re la tio n s  as vvell as in v e stm e n ts  

o f  d es ire . In  th e  ca se s  vvhere th e  ordering o f  th ese  co m p o n e n ts  le a d s  to  an  

e n r ic h m e n t o f  th e ir  p o te n tia lit ie s  -  vvhere th e  vvhole e x c e e d s  th e  su m  o f  the 

p a rts  -  th ese  p r o c e s s  in te ra c tio n s  sh a ll b e  c a lle d  d ia g r a m m a t ic -  a n d  w e  sh a ll 

sp e a k  o f  m e c h a n is t ic  s u r p lu s -v a lu e .

Is it s t ili  le g it im a te , u n d e r  th ese  c o n d itio n s , to c o n tin u e  to e n v isa g e  

c a p ita lis m  a s  a  g e n e ra l e n tity ?  VVill n o t th ese  fo rm a] d e fin itio n s  vvhich a re  

p r o p o s e d  fo r it  b e  c o n d e m n e d  to o b lite r a te  its d iv e r s ity  in  tim e a n d  sp a c e ?  

VVhat is th e  p la c e  o f  c a p ita lis m  as m y s te r y ?  T h e  o n ly  e le m e n t o f  h is to ric a l 

c o n tin u ity  vvhich seem s c a p a b le  o f  c h a r a c te r iz in g  its v a r io u s  e x p e rie n c e s  

se e m s to be p r e c is e ly  th e  p ro ces s  c h a r a c te r  o f  its sp h e re  o f  p ro d u c tio n , in  the 

v e r y  vvide se n se  vve h a v e ju s t  p r o p o s e d . O n e  ca n  ‘ f in d ’ c a p ita lis m  in a li p la c e s  

a n d  a t a li t im e s , as so o n  as o n e  c o n s id e rs  it e ith e r fr o m  th e p o in t  o fv ie v v o ft h e  

e x p lo ita t io n  o f  p r o le ta r ia n  c la sse s , o r  fro m  th a t o f  th e  se tt in g -to -w o rk  o f  

m ea n s  o f  e c o n o m ic  s e m io tiz a tio n  fa c ilita tin g  th e  rise  o f  th e  g r e a t  m ark e ts  

( p a p e r  m o n e y , m o n e y  in  c ir c u la t io n , c r e d it , e te .). N e v e rth e le s s  it re m ain s 

tru e  th a t th e  c a p ita lis m s  o f  th e  la st  th re e  c e n tu r ie s  h a v e  r e a lly  ‘ ta k e n  ofT’ o n ly  

fro m  th e  m o m e n t vvhen th e  sc ie n c e s , th e  in d u s tr ia l a n d  c o m m e rc ia l teeh n i- 

q u e s  a n d  s o c ie ty  h a v e  tied  th e ir  fu tu re s  to g e th e r  vvith in  a  s in g le  p ro ces s  o f  

g e n e r a liz e d  tr a n s fo r m a tio n  (a  p r o c e s s  c o m b in e d  vvith d e - te rr ito r ia liz a tio n ). 

A n d  e v e r y th in g  le a d s  us to  b e lie v e  th a t  in  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  su c h  a ‘ m e c h a n ic a l 

k n o t ’ , o f  s u c h  a  p r o life ra tio n  o f  th e  ‘ m e c a n o s p h e r e ’ , th e  so c ie tie s  in vvhich 

c a p ita lis t  fo rm s h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  vvould  h a v e  b e en  in c a p a b le  o f  o v e r e o m in g  th e  

m a jö r  s h o c k s  vvhich  a re  b ro u g h t  a b o u t  b y  vvorld crises  a n d  vvars a n d  vvould 

c e r ta in ly  h a v e  e n d e d  u p  in  th e  s a m e  so rts  o f  b lin d  a lle y s  th a t vvere e x p e ri-  

e n c e d  b y c e r ta in  o th e r  g re a t  c iv iliz a tio n s : a n  in te rm in a b le  a g o n y  o r a su d d e n  

‘ in e x p lic a b le ’ d e a th .

C a p ita l is m  vvould th erefo re  re p re s e n t a  p a r o x y s t ic  fo rm  o f  in te g ra tio n  o f  

d iffe re n t ty p e s  o f  m e c h a n is m s , te e h n ie a l sy ste m s, e c o n o m ic  sy ste m s, b u t a lso



c o n c e p tu a l sy s te m s , re lig io u s  sy s te m s , a e s th e t ic  s y ste m s, p e rc e p tu a l sy ste m s, 

s y s te m s  o f  w a n ts . i t s  w o rk  o f  s e m io tiz a tio n  -  th e  m e th o d  o f  Capital -  vvould 

fo rm  a t th e  sa m e  tim e  b o th  a  so rt o f  c o lle c t iv e  C o m p u t e r 2 o f  s o c ie ty  a n d  

p r o d u c t io n , a n d  a  ‘ h o m in g  h e a d ’ o f  in n o v a tio n s  a d a p te d  to  its in te rn a l 

p u ls io n s . In  th ese  c o n d itio n s , its  r a w  m a te r ia l, its  b a s ic  d ie t, w o u ld  n o t be, 

d ir e c t ly , h u m a n  la b o u r  o r  m a c h in e  la b o u r  b u t th e  w h o le  g a m u t o f  th e  means o f  

sem ioticpilotage re la tiv e  to  th e  in s tr u m e n ta tio n , to  th e  in se rtio n  in  s o c ie ty , to 

th e  r e p r o d u c t io n , to  th e  c ir c u la t io n  o f  m a n y  c o m p o n e n t p a rts  c o n c e rn e d  

b y  th is  p r o c e s s  o fm e c h a n ic a l  in te g ra tio n . W h a t  c a p ita liz e s  C ap ita l is se m io tic  

povver. B u t  n o t ju s t  a n y  p o w e r -  b e c a u se  in th at c a s e  th ere  vvould be n o  w a y  

o f  d e m a r c a t in g  th e  e a r lie r  fo rm s o f  e x p lo ita t io n  -  a  s e m io t ic a lly  d e- 

te r r ito r ia liz e d  povver. C a p it a lis m  co n fers  on  c e rta in  so c ia l s u b -s y s te m s  a 

c a p a c it y  fo r  th e  s e le c tiv e  c o n tr o l o f,s o c ie ty  a n d  p r o d u c tio n  b y  m ea n s  o f  a 

s y ste m  o f  c o lle c t iv e  s e m io t iz a t io n . W h a t  sp e c ifie s  it h is to r ic a lly  is th a t it o n ly  

tries to  c o n tr o l th e  d iffe re n t  c o m p o n e n ts  vvhich  co m e  to g e th e r  to  m a in ta in  its 

p r o c e s s u a l c h a r a c te r . C a p it a lis m  d o e s  n o t seek  to  e x e r c is e  d e s p o tic  povver 

ö v e r  a li th e  vvheels o fs o c ie ty .  I t  is e v e n  c r u c ia l to its s u r v iv a l th a t it m a n a g e  to 

a r r a n g e  m a r g in a l fr e e d o m s , re la t iv e  sp a c e s  fo r c r e a t iv ity . VVhat is o f  p r im a r y  

im p o r ta n c e  to  it is th e  m a s te ry  o f  th e  se m io tic  vvheels vvhich are  e s s e n tia l fo r 

th e  k ey  p r o d u c t iv e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  a n d  e s p e c ia lly  o f  th o se  vvhich a re  in v o lv e d  

in c h a n g in g  m a c h in e  p r o c e s s e s  (th e  a d ju s tm e n ts  o f  m a c h in e  povver). D o u b t-  

less it is o b lig e d  b y  th e  fo rc e  o f  h is to ry  to  in te re st i t s e l f i n  a li d o m a in s  o f  th e  

s o c ia l -  p u b lic  o rd e r , e d u c a t io n , re lig io n , th e  a rts , ete. B u t, o r ig in a lly , th is  is 

n o t its p r o b le m ; it  is firs t  o f  a li  a n d  c o n tin u o u s ly  a  mode o f  evaluation a n d  

teehnieal means o f  control o f  th e  p ovver a r r a n g e m e n ts  a n d  th e ir  c o rr e s p o n d in g  

fo r m u la tio n s .

A li  its ‘m y s t e r y ’ co m es  fro m  th e  w a y  it m a n a g e s  to a r t ic u la te , vvith in  o n e  

a n d  th e  s a m e  g e n e r a l s y ste m  o f  e n ro lm e n t a n d  e q u iv a le n c e , e n titie s  vvhich  a t 

first s ig h t  vvou ld  seem  r a d ic a lly  d iffe re n t: o f  m a te r ia l a n d  e c o n o m ic  goods, o f  

in d iv id u a l a n d  c o lle c t iv e  h u m a n  a c tiv it ie s , a n d  o f  te e h n ie a l, in d u s tr ia l a n d  

s c ie n tific  p ro ces se s . A n d  th e  k e y  to  th is  m y s te r y  lie s  in  the fa c t  th a t it d o e s  n o t 

c o n te n t i t s e l f  vvith s t a n d a r d iz in g , c o m p a r in g , o r d e r in g , in fo ç m a tiz in g  th ese  

m u ltip le  d o m a in s  b u t, vvith th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o ffere d  b y  th ese  d iv e rs e  o p e ra -  

t io n s , it  e x tr a c ts  fro m  e a c h  o f  th e m  o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e  mechanical surplus-value o r  

value o f  mechanical exploitation. I t  is  its c a p a c ity  to  re -o rd e r  th ro u g h  a  s in g le  

s y s te m  o f  s e m io t iz a t io n  th e  m o st d iv e rs e  m e c h a n ic a l v a lu e s  vvhich g iv e s  

c a p ita lis m  its  h o ld , n o t o n ly  ö v e r  m a te r ia l m a c h in e s  o f  th e  e c o n o m ic  sp h e re  

(a r tis a n a l, m a n u fa c tu r in g , in d u s tr ia l,  e te .)  b u t e q u a lly  ö v e r  the n o n -m a te r ia l 

m a c h in e s  vvorkin g  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  h u m a n  a c tiv it ie s  ( p r o d u c t iv e - u n p r o d u c -  

t iv e , p u b lic - p r iv a t e ,  r e a l- im a g in a r y ,  e te .).

2. O s k a r  L a n g e  c o m p a r e s  th e  c a p it a l is t  m a rk e t  to  a  ‘ p r o t o - c o m p u te r ’ . Q u o te d  b y  F e r n a n d  

B r a u d e l,  Ciuilisationm aterielle, economieet capitalisme, V o i.  I I ,  p . 19 2 , £ d it io n s  A r m a n d  C o lin s ,  19 79 .



E a c h  ‘ m a n ife s t ’ e c o n o m ic  m a rk e t  th u s d is p la y s  in p a r a lle l d iffe re n t ‘ la te n t ’ 

a re a s  o f  m e c h a n ic a l v a lu e s , v a lu e s  o f  d es ire , a e s th e t ic  v a lu e s  e te ., w h ic h  w e  

c o u ld  c a li v a lu e s  o fe o n te n t. T h e  c o n s c io u s  a n d  ‘ f la t ’ e c o n o m ic  v a lo r iz a t io n  is 

th u s d o u b le d  b y  m o d e s o f  ‘d e e p ’ v a lo r iz a t io n , r e la t iv e ly  u n c o n sc io u s  i f  

c o m p a r e d  to e x p lic it  sy ste m s o f  e x c h a n g e  v a lo r iz a tio n s . B u t  th e  fa c t  th a t 

th ese  v a lu e s  o f  c o n te n t a re  m a d e , in  th e  fram evvork  o f  th e  g iv e n  re la tio n s  o f  

p r o d u c t io n , to  g iv e  an  a c c o u n t  o f  th e m se lv e s  to th e  fo rm a l e c o n o m ic  v a lu e s  is 

n o t vvith o u t in c id e n c e  on  th e ir  in te r n a l o r g a n iz a tio n . T h e y  fin d  th em se lv e s , 

som ehovv in s p ite  o f  th e m se lv e s , b r o u g h t  vvithin a fram evvork  o fe q u iv a le n c e , 

b r o u g h t  in to  a  g e n e r a liz e d  m a r k e t  o f  v a lu e s  o f  re fe re n ce  -  a n d  th e  vvhole 

p r o b le m a tic  vvhich  tu rn s a ro u n d  th e  d iv is io n  u se  v a lu e / e x c h a n g e  v a lu e  is 

th u s shovvn to be c o m p le te ly  in v a lid  b y  th e  fa c t th a t th e  s e tt in g -u p  o f  th is 

fram evvork  o f  c a p ita lis t  e q u iv a le n c e  h as  as its e ffect to e v a c u a te  th ese  fo rm s o f  

th e ir  s o c ia l c o n te n t. U s e  v a lu e  is som ehovv dravvn in to  th e  o r b it  o f  e x c h a n g e  

v a lu e , th u s  e lim in a t in g  fro m  th e  s u rfa c e  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  p ro ces s  a li th at 

re m a in e d  o f  n a tu r a ln e s s , a li s p o n ta n e ity  o f ‘n e e d s ’ . E x it  th e  u n id im e n sio n a l 

p e rs p e e tiv e s  o f  re v o lu t io n a r y  r e a p p r o p r ia tio n  o f  u se  v a lu e .

(D o e s  th is  m ea n  th a t th e  re ig n  o f  e x c h a n g e  v a lu e  is in e v ita b le ?  U n le ss  it 

m ea n s  th a t w e  m u st r a th e r  im a g in e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  o f  d e s ire  vvhich a re  so 

c o m p !e x  th a t th e y  c a n  e x p re ss  a  s u b v e r s iv e  d e -n a tu r iz in g  o f  h u m a n  re la tio n s  

to e x c h a n g e  v a lu e s ?  I t  b e in g  a g r e e d  th a t  w e  sh a ll s p e a k  h e re  o f  v a lu e , o r o f  

arrangements o f  d e s ire  to  m a r k  o u rs e lv e s  o ff  fro m  a n y  m y th o lo g y  o f  O th e r n e s s  

a n d  o f  A b s e n c e  vvhich  o n ly  ta k e s  u p  a g a in , a t a n o th e r  le v e l, th e  p r o je c t o f  

‘r e - n a tu r a l iz a t io n ’ o r  vvorld ly  r e la tio n s h ip s  d e s tro y e d  b y  c a p ita lis m .)

A t  th e  e n d  o f  th is  p ro ces s  o f  in te g r a tio n , c a p ita lis t ic  v a lo r iz a t io n  tak es ö v e r  

b a se d  u p o n  a  d o u b le  a r t ic u la t io n  vvith:

-  th e  g e n e r a l m a rk e t  o f  fo rm a l e c o n o m ic  v a lu e s;

— th e  g e n e r a l m a rk e t  o f  m e c h a n ic a l v a lu e s .

I t  is in  th is  s y ste m  o f  d u a l m a rk e t  th a t the e s s e n tia lly  in e g a lita r ia n  a n d  

m a n ip u la t iv e  c h a r a c te r  o f  e x c h a n g e  o p e ra tio n s  in  a  c a p ita lis t ic  c o n te x t  h a s  its 

o r ig in . It is in th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  m o d e  o f  s e m io t iz a d o n  o f  c a p ita lis t ic  

a r r a n g e m e n ts  ,th at, in  th e  la st in s ta n c e , it a lvvays p r o c e e d s  fro m  a  c o n tra d ic -  

tio n  o p e ra tio n :

(1 )  o f  p u t t in g  in to  c o m m u n ic a t io n  a n d  fo rm a l e q u iv a le n c e , a s y m m e tr ic  

fo rces  a n d  povvers fro m  v e r y  d iffe re n t d o m a in s;

(2) o f  d e lim it in g  c lo se d  te rr ito r ie s  (ru le  o f  th e  lavvs o f  p r o p e rty )  a n d  o f  

s e tt in g  so c ia l d iv is io n s  b a se d  o n  th e  p r o g ra m m in g  o f  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  g o o d s  

a n d  r ig h ts , a n d  s im ila r ly  b a se d  o n  th e  d efin i tion  o f  m o d e s  o f  fe e lin g , o f  taste , 

o f ‘ u n c o n s c io u s ’ c h o ic e s  a p p r o p r ia te  to  d iffe re n t s o c ia l g ro u p s .

(VVe a re  th u s  fa c e d  vvith a n o th e r  ty p e  o fd if f ic u lty :  th re a te n e d  novv vvith n o  

lo n g e r  b e in g  a b le  to  g e t  o u t  o f  a  s im p le  o p p o s itio n  betvveen o n o m ic  fo rm  a n d  

m e c h a n ic a l c o n te n t, vve ru n  th e  risk  o f  h y p o s ta tiz in g  a  h is to r ic a l n e c e ss ity  in



th e  g e n e r a t io n  o f  v a lo r iz a t io n  p ro c es se s , w h ile  th e  a rra n g e m e n ts  o f  p re- 

c a p ita lis t  v a lo r iz a t io n s  v va itin g  to  b e  o v e r -e n c o d e d  b y  a  d e -te r r ito r ia liz in g  

c a p ita lis t  v a lo r iz a t io n , b y  th e ir  q u a lita t iv e  sp e c if ic it ie s , th e ir  h e te ro g e n e ity , 

th e  u n e q u a l c h a r a c te r  o f  th e ir  re la tio n s h ip s  vvould  a p p e a r  as te rr ito r ia liz e d  

r e s id u e s  o f  a n  e s s e n tia lly  q u a n t ify in g  m o v e m e n t o f  v a lo r iz a t io n , o n e  th at 

h o m o g e n iz e s  a n d  ‘ e q u a liz e s ’ .) I f  it  is  tru e , as F e rn a n d  B ra u d e l h a s  s h o w n ,3 

th a t th e  b a s ic a lly  u n e q u a l c h a r a c te r  o f  c a p ita ü s t  m a rk e ts  w a s  m u c h  m o re 

v is ib le , m u c h  less ‘g e n t e e l ’ , a t  th e  tim e o f  w o r ld  e c o n o m ie s  ce n tre d  a ro u n d  

c ıtie s  s u c h  as V e n ic e ,  A n tw e r p , G e n o a , A m s te r d a m , th a n  a li th a t o f  co n te m - 

p o r a r y  w o r ld  m a rk e ts , th ese  la t te r  h a v e  n o t as a re s u lt  b e c o m e  tra n s lu c e n t 

a n d  n e u tr a l e c o n o m ic  w r it in g  s u rfa c e s . O n  th e  c o n tr a r y  it is c le a r  th a t  the 

e x p io ita t io n  o f  th e  T h ir d  W o r ld  d o e s  n o t b e lo n g  to  e q u a l re la tio n s h ip s , b u t 

r a th e r  to th a t  o f  p il la g e  ‘c o m p e n s a te d ’ b y  th e  e x p o r t  o f  te c h n o lo g ic a l tr in k e ts  

a n d  a  fe w  lu x u r y  g a d g e ts  d e s tin e d  for c o n s u m p tio n  b y  a  h a n d fu l o f  p r iv ile g e d  

n a tiv e s . A l i  o f  vvhich d o e s  n o t s to p  th e  ‘n e w  e c o n o m is ts ’ a n d  ‘n e o - l ib e r a ls ’ 

fro m  p r e a c h in g  th e  s a v in g  g r a c e s  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  m a rk e t, in  a li p la c e s  a n d  in  

a li s itu a tio n s .

A c c o r d in g  to  th em , o n ly  th is  is c a p a b le  o f  g u a r a n te e in g  a n  o p tim u m  

a rb itr a t io n  o f  co st a n d  c o n s tr a in t .4 T h e  m o st r e a c t io n a r y  e c o n o m is ts  seem  

th u s to  h a v e  in te r io r iz e d  a n  in v e r te d  d ia le c t ic a l v is io n  o f  th e  p ro g re s s  o f  

h is to ry . S in c e  th e  w o r s t  a b e r r a t io n s  a r e ju s t  p a r t  o f  h is to r ic a l n e c e s s ity , on e 

m ig h t ju s t  a s  w e ll ju m p  s tr a ig h t  in  vvith ou t re s e rv a tio n s . T h e  m a rk e t is th u s 

a lle g e d  to  b e  th e  o n ly  s y ste m  vvhich vvill e n su re  a n  o p d m a l m o b iliz a tio n  o f  a li 

th e  in fo r m a d o n  n e c e s s a r y  to  th e  r e g u la t io n  o fc o m p le x  so c ie tie s . T h e  m a rk e t, 

e x p la in s  H a y e k ,5 is n o t o n ly  a n  a n o n y m o u s  m e c h a m s m  a llo vvin g  th e  ex- 

c h a n g e  o f  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v ic e s  o r  a  ‘ s ta tic  m e c h a n is m  fo r th e  s h a r in g  o f  

p o v e r ty ’ , b u t, a b o v e  a li, a  d y n a m ic  in s tru m e n t fo r th e  p r o d u c tio n  o r d iffu s io n  

o f  k n o w le d g e  d is tr ib u te d  to  th e  s o c ia l b o d y . In  sh o rt, it  is th e  v e r y  id e a  o f  

‘ fr e e d o m ’ vvh ich  vvill be lin k e d  to  th e  n o tio n  o f  in fo r m a tio n , a n d  vvhich fin d s 

it s e lf  ta k e n  in  a  ‘ c y b e r n e t ic ’ a p p r o a c h . F o llo v v in g  V e r a  L u tz , it  is  ‘ th e  

im p e rfe c tio n  o f  in fo r m a tio n  vvhich  g iv e s  to  c a p ita lis m  its fu n d a m e n ta l raison 

d ’etre as a  s y ste m  o f  s o c ia l o r g a n iz a t io n . I f  in fo r m a tio n  w e re  p e rfec t, th ere  

vvould b e  n o  n eed  fo r c a p ita lis ts ;  vve c o u ld  a li b e , vvith out a n y  tro u b le ,

3. A c c o r d in g  to F e rn a n d  B r a u d e l,  th e  c a p it a l is t  p ro to -m a rk e ts  vvere d e p lo y e d  in  c o n c e n t r ic z o n e s  

s t a n i n g  fro m  th e  m e tro p o lise s  w h ic h  h e ld  e c o n o m ic  k e y s  a llo v v in g  th em  to d r a w  in m o st o f  th e  

s u rp lu s  v a lu e , vvhile t o w a rd s  th e  p e r ip h e r ie s  th e y  ten d e d  to a  so rt  o f  z e ro  p o in t, b e c a u s e  o f  th e  

le th a r g y  o f  e x c h a n g e s  a n d  th e lo w  le v e l  o f  p r ic e s  fo u n d  th ere . B r a u d e l c o n s id e rs  th a t  e a c h  

ec o n o m y -v v o rld  vvas n e c e s s a r ily  b a s e d  o n  a  s in g le  c ity-v vo rld . B u t  p e r h a p s  h e is a  b it too  s y s te m a t ic  

o n  th is  p o in t . C o u ld  o n e  n o t im a g in e  u rb a n  a n d  c a p ita lis t  p ro c e sse s  vvhich a r e  n o t d e v e lo p c d  

a c c o r d in g  to a  m o n o -c e n tre d  m o d e l, b u t  a c c o r d in g  to  a  m u lt i-p o ia r  s to c k  o f ‘a r c h ip e lig o e s  o f  t o w n s ?

4. C f  H e n r i L e p a g e ,  D em ain le ca p ita lism , L iv r e  d e  P o c h e , p . 4 19 .

5 . İn dividu alim  and Economic Order, R o u tle d g e  &  K e g a n  P a u l, 1949.



s o c ia iis ts .’6 I n e q u a lity  o f  e x c h a n g e s , a c c o r d in g  to  th e  p e o p le  w h o  h o ld  th is 

th eo ry , in th e  e n d  d e p e n d s  o n ly  u p o n  ‘ im p e r fe c tio n s ’ o f  th e  s tru c tu re s  o f  

information cost in  th ese  s o c ie t ie s .7 O n e  m o re  effort o n  th e  co sts  a n d  e v e r y th in g  

vvill vvork ou t! H o vvever, it  is  c le a r  th a t th e  T h ir d  W o r ld  d o e s  n o t re a lly  

‘e x c h a n g e ’ its  İa b o u r  a n d  its r ic h e s  fo r  cra te s  o f  C o c a - C o la  o r  e v e n  b a r re ls  o f  

o il. I t  is a g g re s s e d  a n d  b le d  to  d e a th  b y  the in tru s io n  o f  d o m in a n t e co n o m ie s. 

A n d  it is th e  sa m e , th o u g h  in d iffe re n t p r o p o rtio n s , vvith th e  th ird  a n d  fo u rth  

w o rld s  in th e  rich  c o u n trie s .

T h e  u n e q u a l n a tu r e  o fc a p it a l is t  m a rk e ts  re a lly  d o e s  n o t re p res en t a  stre a k  

o f  a r c h a is m , a h ıs to r ic a l re s id u e . T h e  p s e u d o -e g a lita r ia n  p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  

‘e x c h a n g e s ’ on  th e  vvorld m a rk e t  n o  m o re  re su lts  fro m  a  la c k  o f  in fo rm a tio n  

th a n  fro m  a n  id e o lo g ic a l d is g u is e o f  th e  p ro cesse s  o f  so c ia l su b je c tio n . I t  is the 

e s s e n tia l c o m p le m e n t o f t h e  te c h n iq u e s  o f  in te g ra tio n  o f  th e  c o lle c tiv e  su b je c -  

t iv ity  in  o r d e r  to  o b ta in  fro m  it a n  o p t im a l l ib id in a l c o n se n t, e ven  an  a c tiv e  

s u b m is s io n  to th e  re la tio n s  o fe x p lo ita t io n  a n d  o fs e g r e g a t io n . C o m p a r e d  vvith 

th e  m e c h a n ic a l v a lu e s  a n d  th e  v a lu e s  o f  d e s ire , th e  r e le v a n c e  o ft h e  d is tin c tio n  

betvveen  g o o d s  a n d  a c tiv it ie s  vvould  seem  lik e ly  to  b lu r. In  a  p a r t ic u ia r  ty p e  o f  

s tru c tu r e , h u m a n  a c tiv it ie s , p r o p e r ly  c o n tro lle d  a n d  g u id e d  b y  th e  c a p ita lis -  

tic  s o c ie ty , g e n e r a te  a c tiv e  m e c h a n ic a l g o o d s , vvhile th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  o th e r  

s tru c tu r e s  m a k e s  c e r ta in  g o o d s  e c o n o m ic a lly  d a te d , a n d  th e y  th u s find  th e ir  

‘m e c h a n ic a l v ir u le n c e ’ d e v a lu e d . In  th e  first c a se , a  povver o f  a c tiv ity  (a  povver 

a sset) is tra n s fo rm e d  in to  a  h ig h ly  v a lu a b le  mechanicalpoıver; in  th e s e c o n d  c a s e  

a  m e c h a n ic a l povver (an  A u th o r ity )  te n d s to th e  s id e  o f  th e  form alpoıvers.

(YVe h a v e  seen  th a t  i f  vve s a tis fy  o u rs e lv e s  vvith a n  o p p o s it io n  -  e c o n o m ic  

s e m io tic  s y s te m  (fo r e x a m p le , th a t o f  th e  m a rk e t)  a n d  s e g m e n ta ry  so c ia l 

s tr u c tu re  -  vve a re  la c k in g  th e  m e c h a n ic a l in te g r a tin g  fa c to rs . O n  th e  o th e r  

h a n d , i f  vve s to p  a t a n  o p p o s it io n  s e m io tic  sy ste m  -  fo r e x a m p le , e c o n o m ic  

in fo r m a tio n  -  a n d  m e c h a n ic a l p r o c e s s , vve risk  lo s in g  th e  te rr ito r ia liz e d  

c o lle c t iv e  in v e s tm e n ts , th e  e ffe c tiv e  s tru c tu re s  o f  th e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  so c ia l 

e th o lo g y . In  th e  fo r m e r  c a se , vve g e t  b o g g e d  dovvn in  fo r m a lis t ic  s o c io lo g ic a l 

r e d u c tio n s , a n d  in  th e  la t te r  vve fly  o f f  in to  d ia le c t ic a l e x tr a p o la d o n s  vvhich 

le a d  u s avvay fro m  h is to r ic a l r e a lid e s . W e  th erefo re  h a v e  to  ‘ h o ld ’ to g e th e r  th e

6 . V e r a  L u tz ,  Central Planning fo r  the M arket Economy, L o n g m a n s , 1969.

7. In  c o n tr a s t  vviıh  vvhat th e  th e o re t ic ia n s  o f ‘ p u b lic  c h o ic e ’ p r o c la im , th e  g rovvth  o f  in fo rm a tio n  

in  th is  d o m a in  -  in  p a r t ic u ia r  o f  m a ss  m e d ia  in fo rm a tio n  c o n tro lle d  b y  th e  sy s te m  -  c a n  o n ly  

a c c e n tu a te  th e u n e q u a liz in g  e fie c ts  o f  th ese  te c h n iq u e s  o f  in te g ra tio n . T h e  p ro je c t  w h ic h  co n s is te d  

o f  v va n tin g  to c o m p le t e  th e  th e o ry  o f  p ro d u c t io n  a n d  e x c h a n g e  o f  m a rk e t  g o o d s  o r  se rv ic e s  vvith an  

e q u iv a le n t  th e o ry  v vh ich  vvou ld b e , a s  fa r  a s  p o s s ib le , c o m p a tib le  vvith th e  v vo rk in g s o f  the p o litic a l  

m a rk e ts  (J a m e s  B u c h a n a n )  p e r h a p s  s ta r te d  o u t  vvith g o o d  in te n tio n s , b u t  th e  le a s t  o n e  c a n  s a y  is 

th a t  it vvas in c o m p le te  a n d  th a t  it tu rn e d  s o u r  (cf. th e  d e v a s t a t in g  e x p lo its  in  P in o c h e t ’s C h i le ,  o f  th e  

‘C h i c a g o  B o y s ’ o f  M ilto n  F r ie d m a n ) . E c o n o m ic , p o lit ic a l  a n d  in s titu t io n a l m a rk e ts  a r e  o n e  th in g , 

m e c h a n ic a l  a n d  lib id in a l m a rk e ts  a r e  a n o th e r . A n d  it  is o n ly  o n  th e s id e  o f  th e se  la t te r  th a t  o n e  ca n  

m a n a g e  to s e iz e  th e e s s e n tia i s p r i n g s o f s o c ia l  v a lo r iz a t io n  a n d  m e c h a n ic a l  c r e a t iv ity .



th re e  c o m p o n e n ts , s y s te m a tic , s tr u c tu r a l a n d  p r o c e s s u a l, o f  c a p ita lis m  w ith -  

o u t  g r a n t in g  a n y th in g  b u t c o n tin g e n t p r io r ity  to a n y  o n e  o f  th em .)

T h e  d iffe re n t  e v a lu a t iv e  fo r m u ia e  w h ic h  e c o n o m is ts  g e n e r a lly  p res en t as 

m u tu a ü y  e x c lu s iv e 8 h a v e , in  fa c t , alvvays b e en  c lo s e ly  lin k e d  -  e ith e r  in 

c o m p e tid o n  o r  in  c o m p le m e n ta r ity  -  in  re a l e c o n o m ic  h ıs to ry  ,9 Is th ere  n o t a 

ca se  fo r s e e k in g  to  q u a lify  e a c h  o f  th em  m o re  c le a r ly ?  T h e ir  d iffe re n t fo rm s o f  

e x is te n c e  (c o m m e rc ia l, in d u s tr ia l,  fin a n c ia l, m o n o p o lis tic , s ta tis t  or 

b u r e a u c r a t ic  v a lo r iz a t io n )  a re  th e  re su lt o f  p la c in g  in th e  fo reg ro u n d  o n e  or 

o th e r  o f  th e ir  fu n d a rn e n ta l c o m p o n e n ts , ‘s e le c te d ’ fro m  w ith in  the sa m e  ra n g e  

o f  b a s ic  c o m p o n e n ts , vvhich  h a s  th u s b een  re d u c e d  h ere  to th ree  term s:

-  th e  processes o f  m e c h a n ic a l p ro d u c tio n ,

-  th e  structures o f  s o c ia l s e g m e n ta tio n ,

-  th e  d o m in a n t  e c o n o m ic  s e m io tic  systems.

F ro m  th is  m in im u m  m o d e l -  n e c e s s a r y , b u t  h a r d ly  su ffic ie n t, b e c a u s e  it is 

n e v e r  a  q u e s tio n  o f  s im p le  co m p o n e n ts  th e m se lv e s  s tru c tu re d  a c c o r d in g  to 

th e ir  o w n  sy s te m s  o f  p r io r ity  -  w e  n o w  p ro cee d  to  e x a m in e  a  so rt o f  g e n e ra tiv e  

c h e m is tr y  o f  s tru c tu re s  o f  e c o n o m ic  v a lo r iz a t io n  r e s u lt in g  fro m  th e c o m b in a -  

tio n  o f  c o n tin g e n t p r io r it ie s  betvveen  b a s ic  c o m p o n e n ts .

In  th e  fo llo vv in g  ta b le  o f  s tru c tu re s  o f  c a p ita lis t ic  v a lo r iza tio n :

(1) th e  s tru c tu r e s  o f  s o c ia l s e g m e n ta tio n  sh a ll o n ly  be co n sid e re d  fro m  th e  

p o in t  o f  vievv o f  th e  e c o n o m ic  p r o b le m a tic  o f  th e  State (th e  a n a ly s is  o f  the 

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  c e n tr a lis t  d ir e c t io n  o f  a n  im p o r ta n t  p a rt  o f  e c o n o m ic  m o v e -  

m en ts  -  vvh ich  c a n  be o b s e r v e d  in  th e  n a t io n a l a c c o u n tin g  -  o n  th e  s tra tific a -  

tio n  o f  s e g m e n ta r y  r e la t io n s ) ;

(2) th e  sy s te m s  o f  e c o n o m ic  s e m io tiz a tio n  vvill be co n sid e re d  o n ly  fro m  the 

a n g le  o f  th e  p r o b le m a tic  o f  th e  market (in  th e  vvidest sen se , as re fe rre d  to 

e a r lie r , o fm a r k e t s  o f  m en , id e a s , p h a n ta s m a s , e te .);

(3) th e  p r o d u e t iv e  p r o c e s se s  vvill n o t be fu rth e r  sp e c ifie d .

8. O n  th e se  m o d e s  o f  e v a iu a tio n  c f  A la in  C o t t a ,  I'tıeons generate du capılat, de la croissance et des 

fiuctuations, P a r is , 19 6 7 , a n d  Encydopaedia Universalis, e n tr y  ‘C a p i t a l ’ ,

9. E x a m p le s  o f  c o m p J e m e n ta rity : th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  p r o to - c a p ita iis m  o f  th e  fiftee n th  a n d  s ix te e n th  

c e n tu r ie s , a l t h o u g h  p r e d o m in a n tly  m a rk e t  a n d  f in a n c e , sh o u ld  h a v e  b e c o m e  in d u s tr ia l  in  c e r ta in  

c ir c u m s ta n c e s  (cf. th e  re c o v e ry  o f  A m v v e rp  b y  in d u s tr ia Ü z a tio n , d isc u sse d  b y  F e rn a n d  B r a u d e l, o p . 

c i t . ,  V o l .  1 I I ,  p . 12 7 ); a n d  th e fa c t  th a t a  m a r k e t  e c o n o m y , v v h a ie v e r its a p p a r e n t  ‘ l ib e r a lis m ’ , s h o u ld  

a lw a y s  c a r r y  a  c e r ta in  d o s e  o f  S ta t e  in te r v e n t io n  o r  o f ‘c e n tr a lis t ’ p la n n in g  (S ta lin is t  p la n s , fo r  

e x a m p le ) ,  s h o u ld  h a v e  a lv va ys p re s e rv e d  a  m in im u m  o f  m a rk e t  e c o n o m y , e ith e r  w ith in  its s p h e re  o f  

in f lu e n c e o r in  its re la t io n s h ip  to th e  vvorld m a rk e t .



T h e  S ix  F o rm u la e o f  S tru ctu res o f  C a p ita listic  V a lo rizatio n

( T h e  p r io r it ie s  b e tw e e n  co m p o n e n ts  a re  in d ic a te d  b y  arrovvs)

Order o f  priorities Examples

(a) S ta te  —> p r o d u c tio n  —» m a r k e t  A siatic mode o f  production10

N aıi-type voar economy

(b) M a r k e t  —> p r o d u c tio n  —» S tate  Commercialproto-capitalism

World economies c e n tre d  on 

a  n e tw o rk  o f c i t i e s 11

(c) M a r k e t —» S ta te —* p r o d u c tio n  Liberal capitalism

(d) P r o d u c t io n —* S ta te —* m a rk e t  Colonial monopoly economy

(e) P r o d u c t io n —* m a r k e t—» State Integrated uıorld capitalism

( f)  S t a t e —* m a r k e t —» p r o d u c tio n  State capitalism

T h e  o b je c t  o f  th is  ta b le , it  sh o u id  b e  e m p h a s iz e d , is n o t a t a li to  p res en t a 

g e n e r a l ty p o lo g y  o f  h is to r ic a l fo rm s o f  c a p ita lis m , b u t  s o le ly  to shovv th a t 

capitalism cannot be identified with a single form ulation  (for e x a m p le , m a rk e t 

e c o n o m y ) . O n e  c o u ld  m a k e  it m o re  c o m p le x  a n d  re fin e  it b y  in tr o d u c in g  

s u p p le m e n ta r y  c o m p o n e n ts  o r  b y  d iffe r e n tia tin g  th e  in te rn a l co m p o n e n ts  o f  

e a c h  c lu ste r ; th e  b a rr ie rs  a re  b y  n o  m ea n s v va tertig h t ( th e re  is ‘m e c h a n ic a l 

p r o d u c t io n ’ in  th e  se m io tic  vvheels o f  th e  m a rk e t  a n d  a t th e  le v e l o f  th e  S ta te  -  

for e x a m p le , in  p u b lic  b u ild in g s  a n d  in  th e  m e d ia ; th ere  is ‘S ta te  povver’ a t  the 

h e a rt  o f  th e  m o st lib e r a l e c o n o m ic  sy ste m s; m o re o v e r  th ese  la st-n a m e d  

a lw a y s  p la y  a  d e te r m in a n t  ro le  vvith in  th e  p r o d u c tiv e  s p h e r e s ) . I t  is p ro p o se d  

h ere  o n ly  to  try  to  throvv in to  re lie f, s ta r t in g  fro m  c e rta in  c o rre la tio n s  

e m e r g in g  fro m  th e  s e c o n d  s y ste m  o f  a r t ic u la t io n  vvhich is fo u n d  in  e a c h  

form  u la , c e r ta in  c o r r e la tio n s  betvveen sy ste m s vvhich a p p e a r  to be v e r y  

d is ta n t  th e  o n e  fro m  th e o th e r , b u t  vvhich  g o  in th e  s a m e  h is to r ic a l d ire c tio n . 

In  a  g e n e ra l vvay;

( 1 ) T h e  c a p a c ity  o f  c e rta in  s tru c tu re s  to  tak e  o n  m a jö r  h is to r ic a l u p h e a v a ls  

o r, to  p a r a p h r a s e  a  fo r m u la  vvhich  is v e r y  d e a r  to I ly a  P r ig o g in e , th e ir  

c a p a c ity  to  d ir e c t  ‘ p ro c es se s  fa r  fro m  h is to r ic a l e q u il ib r ia ’ vvill d ep e n d  on  the 

p r im a c y  o f  p r o d u c t iv e  c o m p o n e n ts .

(2) T h e  d e g r e e  o f  re s is ta n c e  to  c h a n g e  o f  th e  a x io m s  o f  e la n , e th n ic , 

re lig io u s , u r b a n is d e  s tr a t if ic a t io n , o f  c a stes , o f  e la sse s, e te ., d ep e n d s  o n  th e  

p r im a c y  o f  th e  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  s o c ia l s e ğ m e n  ta r ity .

(3) O n  th e  m o re  o r  less in n o v a to r y  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e ir  s e m io tic  v a lo r iz a t io n

10. F o r  in s ta n c e  C h i n a  in th e  s e c o n d  a n d  th ird  c e n tu r ie s  a .d .  C f .  Sur le mode de production 

asiatique, S o c ia ie s ,  1969.

1 1 .  F o r  in s ta n c e  V e n ic e ,  A n t w e r p , G e n o a , A m s t e r d a m , betvveen th e  th ir te e n th  a n d  se v e n te e n th  

ce n tu r ie s .



(th e  fa c t  th a t  th ese  s h o u ld  b e  c a p a b le , o r n o t, o fa d a p ta t io n , o fg r o w in g  r ic h e r  

b y  n e w  p r o c e d u re s : th e ir  d e g re e  o f  ‘d ia g r a m m a c it y ’ ) vvill d e p e n d  on  th e ir  

in te g r a tiv e  p o w e r , th e ir  c a p a c it y  to ‘c o lo n iz e ’ n o t o n ly  e c o n o m ic  life, b u t a lso  

s o c ia l life , lib id in a l life , in  o th e r  vvords, th e ir  p o s s ib ility  to tra n s fo rm  so c ie ty , 

to  s u b ju g a te  it to th e  m e c h a n ic a l p h y lu m s .

T h e  fa c t  th a t  th e  ‘d ir e c tio n  o f  h is to r y ’ s h o u ld  be re la te d  h ere  to  th e  

e v o lu t iv e  p h y lu m  o f  p r o d u c t io n  d o es n o t n e c e s s a r ily  im p ly , it is w o rth  n o tin g , 

a  fin a liz a t io n  o f  h is to r y  in  tra n s c e n d e n t o b je c tiv e s . T h e  e x is te n c e  o f  a 

‘m e c h a n ic a l d ir e c t io n ’ o f  h is to ry  d o e s  n o t a t  a li s to p  th is  fro m  ‘g o in g  in ali 

d ir e c t io n s ’ . T h e  mechanical phylum  in h a b its  a n d  d ire c ts  th e  historical rhizome 

(ro o t) o f  c a p ita lis m  b u t w ith o u t  e v e r  m a s te r in g  its d e s tin y  w h ic h  c o n tin u e s  to 

b e  p la y e d  o u t in a n  e q u a l m a tc h  betvveen  s o c ia l s e g m e n ta r ity  a n d  the 

e v o lu t io n  o f  m o d es o f  e c o n o m ic  v a lo r iz a t io n .

L e t  us lo o k  a g a in  a t  th ese  d iffe re n t fo r m u la e  o f  p r io rities:

(1) P rio rities o f  the M arket

-  p r io r ity  (b ), r e le g a t in g  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  S ta te  to the th ird  lin e , th a t, fo r 

e x a m p le , o f  th e  commercial proto-capitalism  o f  th e  th irte e n th  a n d  fo u rte e n th  

c e n tu r ie s  (q u e stio n s  o f  S ta te  c a m e  so  fa r b e h in d  c o m m e rc ia l in te re sts  fo r th e  

m e r c h a n ts  o f  th e  D u tc h  U n ite d  P r o v in c e s  o f  th e  se v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y  th a t  no 

o n e  w a s  r e a lly  sh o c k e d  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e y  p r o v id e d  a rm s fo r  th e ir  

P o r tu g u e s e  o r  F re n c h  e n e m ie s ) .12 I t  sets u p  a  s p e c if ic  p ro b le m  vvith the 

e x te n s io n  a n d  c o n s o lid a tio n  o f  c a p ita lis m  to th e  vvhole o f  s o c ie ty  th ro u g h  a 

so rt o f  b a r o q u e  flo vverin g  o f  a li the p r o d u c tiv e  c u ltu r a l a n d  in s titu tio n a l 

sp h e re s .

T h e  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  c r e d it  -  v ia  th e  tra d e  in le tte rs  o f  c h a n g e  vvhich th ru sts  

its ro o ts  in to  in te r n a t io n a l c o m m e r c e  -  c o n s titu te d  the ‘ c lu tc h ’ o f  s u c h  a 

flo vverin g. I t  s h o u ld  be n o te d  th a t  m e d ie v a l lavv s o u g h t in v a in  to o b s tru c t  th e  

free  c ir c u la t io n  o f  th e  effects  o f  c o m m e rc e ; th is p r a c t ic e  ran  in to  th e  h o s t ility  o f  

p u b lic  povvers w h o  vvanted  to  s ta b il iz e  e x c h a n g e s  a n d  c o n tro l m o n e ta ry  

c irc u la t io n . H e n c e  th e  s to r y  o f  th e  ‘e n d o r se m e n t w a r ’ , d e c la re d  b y  th ese  

m e r c h a n t  b a n k e rs  vvho, de facto , e x te n d e d  to  th e  le tte r  o f  e x c h a n g e  (b a n k - 

d e p o s ite d  m o n e y ) vvhat h a d  a lr e a d y  b een  a d m itte d  for th e  sc h e d u le s  (c u r-  

r e n c y  in  c ir c u la t io n ):  th e  right o f  transfer (th e  s c h e d u le s  c irc u la te d  b y  s im p ie  

d is c o u n t, vvhile th e  le tte rs  o f  e x c h a n g e  vvere n o t -  in  lavv -  free ly  tr a n s fe r a b le ) . 

T h e  a n s w e r , th o u g h  lo n g  a vvaited , vvas n o  less c le a r , vvith ou t b e in g  d e c is iv e :  in 

V e n ic e ,  fo r  e x a m p le , th e  a c c o u n ta n ts  o f  th e  B a n c o  d e l G ir o  vvere fo r b id d e n , 

b y  th e  d e c re e  o f  6 J u ly  1652 , to  a llo w  b o o k  tra n s fe rs  in  o rd e r  to p a y  e n d o r se d  

le tte rs  o fe x c h a n g e . T h is  fa c t  vvould  h a v e  re m a in e d  m a rg in a l i f i t  h a d  n o t b een

12. C f .  F e r n a n d  B ra u d el»  o p . c i t . ,  V o l .  I I I ,  p p . 1 7 2 - 3 .



s y m p to m a tic  o f  th e  s lo w n e ss  a n d  th e  in c a p a c ity  o f  th e  (p a r a -)s ta tis t  s tru c -  

tu res to c o n tro l the c a p ita lis t ic  m o n e ta r y  m o v e m e n ts . In  176 6  A c c a r ia s  d e  

S c r io n e  w a s  stili a b le  to w rite : ‘ I f  ten  o r  tw e lv e  first-c la ss  A m s te r d a m  

m e r c h a n ts  g o t  to g e th e r  fo r a  b a n k in g  o p e ra tio n , th ey  c o u ld  in a  m o m e n t set 

in to  c ir c u la t io n  th ro u g h o u t  E u r o p e  m o re th a n  tw o  h u n d re d  m illio n s  o f  

p a p e r-m o n e y  flo rin s  vvhich w e re  p r e fe rre d  to  sp o t c a sh . T h e r e  is n o S o v e r e ig n  

w h o  c o u ld  d o  su c h  a th in g  . . . S u c h  c r e d it  is a  p o w e r  vvhich th ese  ten or tw e lv e  

m e r c h a n ts  w ie ld  in a li th e  S ta te s  o f  E u ro p e  vvith a b s o lu te  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  ali 

a u th o r ity . ’ 13

-  p r io r ity  (c ) , r e le g a t in g  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  p ro d u c tio n  to  th e  th ird  ü n e , th a t, 

fo r e x a m p le , o f  the crude liberalisin o f  nineteerıth-century capitalism. I t  sets a  s p e c if ic  

h is to r ic a l p r o b le m  vvith th e  c o n s titu tio n  o f  m o d e rn  te rr ito r ia liz e d  S ta te s . 

P a r a d o x ic a lly ,  l ib e ra lis m  is  a lvvays m o re  p r e o c c u p ie d  vvith th e  s e t t in g - u p o fa  

S ta te  a p p a r a tu s  th a n  vvith a  g e n e r a liz e d  grovvth o f  p r o d u c tio n . I f  o n e  a c c e p ts  

H a b e r m a s ’ s a n a ly s is  th a t p e r h a p s  ‘ n o  id e o lo g y , p r o p e r ly  s p e a k in g , e x isted  at 

th a t  t im e ’ 14 th en  o n e  u n d e r s ta n d s  m o re  e a s ily  th a t, fa r  fro m  cro vvn in g  the 

fr e e - tr a d in g  e d ific e , S a y ’ s L a w  -  th e  th e o ry  o f  g e n e r a l e q u ilib r iu m  -  rep re- 

sen ts r a th e r  its ju rid ica l fo rm u la tio n ; it ‘ throvvs th e  k n ife  in  th e  sea.’ a n d  m ak es 

th e  b o d y  d is a p p e a r  in  its f ic t io n a l vvork. jurisdictio  o f  a  lin e a r , e x c lu s iv e , 

a lg e b r a ic  re p r e s e n ta tio n ; b r in g  to g e th e r  th erefo re  o v e r -e x p lo ita tio n  o f  the 

p r o d u c t iv e  p o te n t ia l,  g e n e ra l m o b il iz a t io n  o f  th e  la b o u r  fo r c e , a c c e le r a tio n  o f  

the s p e e d  o f  c ir c u la t io n  o f  g o o d s , m en  a n d  c a p ita i  -  a n d  y o u  vvill g e t  an  

a u to m a tic  e q u il ib r iu m  o f  s u p p ly  a n d  d e m a n d , th u s v e r ify in g  th e  self- 

r e g u la t io n  o f  th e  vvhole s y ste m  . . . ‘B u t on condition that there be no interference, 

other than economic in the exchanges. ’15

I t  c a n  b e  seen  vvhat a u n iq u e  h is to r ic a l c o n ju n c tio n  w a s n e ed e d  so  th a t th e  

lib e r a l d r e a m  o f  a  s o c ie ty  free  fro m  a n y  in te rv e n tio n  fro m  v vh atever a u th o rity  

c o u ld  b e  se t  fo rth . B e c a u s e  o f  th e  e q u ilib r iu m  o f  free  co m p e tit io n  is m o re  or 

less th at: poıver mithout authority. V V ith ou t th e  a ffirm a tio n  ( o f  th e  re a lity )  o f  th is 

d is t in c tio n , H o b b e s ’s fo r m u la  vvould n e v e r  h a v e  re su lte d  in  th a t te rr ib le  

in v e rs io n  -  veritas non auctoritas fa c it  legem. T h e  tru th  o f  a  povv^r, E n g la n d , 

vvhich , th ro u g h  its  in d u s tr ia l p o te n t ia l,  is s u ff ic ie n tly  in c o n tro l o f  the m a rk e t 

c lıa n n e ls  to  p la y  th e  g a m e  o f  p u tt in g  th e  p o lit ic a l a sp e c ts  o fm a te r ia l  vvealth  in

1 3. ib id .,  I I I ,  p . 20 7. A n d  F e r n a n d  B r a u d e la d d s ,  m a g n a n im o u s ly : ‘ m u lt i- n a t io n a lc o m p a n ie s o f  

to d a y  h a v e , a s  w e  se e , a n c e s to r s ’ .

f 4 . J .  H a b e r m a s , L ’Espace publique, archeologie de la p ubliciU  comme dimension constüutive de la societe 

bourgeoise, P a y o t ,  19 78 , p . 98.

15. H a b e r m a s , o p . c it .,  p . 89. M . A g ü e t t a  c o rre c tİy  r e la te s  c la s s ic a l  (a n d  n e o -c la s s ic a l)  e c o n o m ic  

t h e o r y  to  a  th e o lo g ic a l  c o n s tr u c t io n  ‘ p u r e ly  in te rn a l to th e vvorld o fid e a s»  a n d  th e s tr ic te r  it  is  th e  

m o re  c u t  o iT it is fro m  a n y  r e a li ty ’ . S u c h  vvo u ld  b e  th e f a t e o f t h e  th e o ry  o f  g e n e r a l  e q u ilib r iu m , i f ‘ th e  

e n d  o f  th e o ry  is to  e x p re s s  th e  e s s e n c e  in  s t r ip p in g  it  o f  a l)  c o n t in g e n c y ; in s titu t io n s , so c ia l  

in te r a c t io n s , c o n flic ts  . . . a r e  th e d ro s s  vve m u st  g e t  r id  o f i n o r d e r  to  fin d  e c o n o m ic  b e h a v io u r  in  its 

p u re  s t a t e ’ ( M . A g ü e tt a ,  Regulation et crises du capitai isme, C a lm a n - L e v y ,  19 7 6 , p . 12 ).



th e  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  s t ili  w in  m o re  th a n  th a t  . . . (th e  re p e a l o f  th e  E n g lish  

C o r n  Lavvs d a te s , a fte r  a li ,  o n ly  fro m  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y ). 

In  fa c t , th e  e s se n c e  o f  l ib e r a lis in  is in  th e  re v erse  m o v e m e n t, in se p a r- 

a b le  fro m  th a t  e q u iv a le n c e  o f  c o n te n t w h ic h  tra n s la te s  th e  u to p ia  o f  the 

a b s e n c e  o f  a u th o r ity  in  te rm s o f  the a ffirm a tio n  o f  s u p re m e  povver: veritas 

vvill o n ly  b e c o m e  ratio (th e  p o s tu la te  o f  h o m o g e n e ity , g e n e ra l e q u ilib r iu m , 

h e n c e fo rth  d r a w in g  its le g it im a c y  fro m  th e ‘n a t io n a l’ o r d e r  w h ic h  th ey 

d is p la y )  i f  it e n ters  in to  th e  e ss e n tia l r e la tio n s h ip  vvith a c o n s ta n t rationaliza- 

tion o f  d o m in a tio n . V V hich , in  p la in  term s, m e a n s  th a t  th e  S ta te  ‘ h a s  alvvays 

b een  a t le a st as s tro n g  a s  th e  so c ia l a n d  p o lit ic a l s itu a tio n  d e m a n d e d ’ . 16 

S c a r c e ly  m o d ifie d  tr a n s la tio n  o f  th e  c e le b ra te d  p h ra se  o f  H o b b e s : Wealth is 

povoer andpoıver is wealth . . .

T h e  existence o f  a  large m arket im plies Central control -  a lbeit a  s u b t le  o n e

-  vvh ich  is a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a r y . T h e  ‘ te le g u id in g ’ o f  p r o d u c tio n  b a se d  on  an  

e x p a n d in g  m a r k e t  c o m p le m e n ts  th e  in te rv e n tio n s  a n d  a rb itr a g e s  o f  terri-  

to r ia liz e d  S ta te s , vvith o u t vvhich th e  s y ste m  vvould  co m e  u p  a g a in s t  its ovvn 

lim its . I t  w o u ld  r e v e a l its e lf, in  p a r t ic u la r , in c a p a b le  o f p r o d u c in g  b a s ic  

e q u ip m e n t  ( o f t h e in f r a s tr u c tu r e , p u b lic  se rv ic e s , c o lle c tiv e  fa c ilit ie s , m iiita r y  

e q u ip m e n t, e te .).

(2) P rio rities o f  th e State

-  p r io r ity  (a ) , vvhich r e ie g a te s  th e  m a rk e t to th ird  p la c e  is, fo r e x a m p le , the 

A siatic mode o f  production, o r  th e  N a zi type o f  war economy (fo rce d  la b o u r , 

r e la t iv e ly  m in ö r  ro le  o f  m o n e ta r y  e c o n o m y , in c a r n a d o n  o f  th e  a ll-p o vverfu l 

n a tu r e  o f  th e  S ta te  in  th e  P h a r a o h  o r  th e  F ü h r e r , e te .). T h is  se ts  us sp e c if îc  

h is to r ic a l p ro b lem s:

(1 )  W ith  th e  c o n tro l o f  th e  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  C a p ita l. S u r p lu s -v a lu e  h a s  to  b e  

a c c u m u la te d  as a  m a tte r  o f  p r io r ity  o ff  th e  povver o f  th e  S ta te  a n d  its  m iiita ry  

m a c h in e ; th e  gro vvth  o f  th e  e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c ia l povver o f  d iv e rs e  a r is to c r a t ic  

s tr a ta  h a s  to  b e  lim ite d , o th ervvise  it vvould  e v e n tu a lly  th re a te n  th e  ru lin g  

ca ste ; it  vvould  e v e n tu a lly  le a d  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  so c ia l e la sse s. I n  th e  c a se  

o f ‘A s ia t ic ’ e m p ire s , th is  r e g u la t io n  c a n  b e  b ro u g h t a b o u t b y  th e  s to p p in g  o f  

p r o d u c t io n ,17 b y  m a s s iv e  s a c r if ic ia l c o n s u m p tio n , b y  s u m p tu o u s  c o n s tru c -  

tio n s, lu x u r y  c o n s u m p tio n , e te . I n  th e  c a s e  o f  N a z i re g im e s, b y  in te rn a l 

e x te rm in a tio n s  a n d  to ta l vvar.

(2) VVith m e c h a n ic a l in tru s io n  fro m  o u ts id e , e s p e c ia lly  in n o v a tio n s  in 

m ii ita r y  te c h n iq u e s  vvhich  th e y  fa il to  a d o p t  in  tim e , b e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  

c o n s e r v a t is m , a n d  th e  d iff ic u lty  th ey  h a v e  in  le t t in g  C reative  in it ia t iv e

16. F . N e u m a n n , D er Funktionsıvandel des G eset&S im Recht der Jürgerlicken Geseilschaft, q u o t e d  b y  

H a b e r m a s .

17 . £ t ie n n e  B a la z s ,  L a  Bureaucratie celeste, G a llİ m a r d , 1968.



d e v e lo p . ( C e r ta in  A s ia t ic  e m p ire s  h a v e  b e en  liq u id a te d  in th e  sp a c e  o f  a few  

y e a r s  b y  n o m a d ic  w a r  m a c h in e s  c a r r y in g  so m e m ilita r y  in n o v a tio n .)
- p r i o r i t y  ( f) ,  vvhich re le g a te s  th e  q u es tio n  o f  p r o d u c tio n  to the th ird  p la c e  

is, fo r e x a m p le , S ta te  c a p ita lis m  o f  the S o v ie t type  (S ta lin is t  fo rm s o f  p la n n in g , 

e te .) , p f  vvhich  th e  a ffin itie s  vvith th e  A s ia t ic  m o d e  o f  p r o d u c tio n  h a v e  b een  

m a n y  tim e s u n d e r lin e d . ( T h e  C h in e s e  m o d e l, a t le a st th a t  o f  the M a o is t  

p e rio d , b y  its m e th o d s  o f  m a s s iv e  e n s la v e m e n t o f  th e  c o lle c t iv e  la b o u r  fo rce, 

b e lo n g s  p e rh a p s  m o re  to fo r m u la  (a) th an  to fo r m u la  ( f) .)  T h is  sets u p  a 

sp e c if ic  h is to r ic a l p ro b le m  vvith th e  q u e s tio n  o f  the in stru m e n ts  o f  e c o n o m ic  

s e m io tiz a tio n , p a r t ic u la r ly  vvith th e  se tt in g -u p  o f  m a rk e ts  n o t o n ly  o f  e c o n ­

o m ic  v a lu e s  b u t  a lso  o f  p r e s tig e  v a lu e s , v a lu e s  o f  in n o v a tio n , a n d  o fd e s ir e s . In  

th is  so rt o f  sy s te m , th e  d is tu r b a n c e  o f  th e  m a rk e t sy ste m s c o m b in e d  vvith a 

h y p e r-s tr a t if ic a t io n  o f  th e  so c ia l s e g m e n ts , is the c o rre la te  o f  a n  a u th o r ita r ia n  

co n tro l vvhich c a n  s u b sis t  o n ly  to  th e  e x te n t th at its s p h e re  o f  in flu e n c e  is not 

too  e x p o se d  to o u ts id e  in flu e n c e s , to co m p e tit io n  fro m  o th e r  b ra n e h e s  o f  the 

m e c h a n ic a l p r o d u e t iv e  p h y lu m . T h u s ,  in the e n d , th e  G u la g  sy ste m  is te n a b le  

o n ly  in so fa r  as th e  S o v ie t  e c o n o m y  free ze s, a t le a s t p a r t ia lly , in n o v a tiv e  

a r r a n g e m e n ts  in th e  a d v a n c e d  te c h n o lo g ic a l , s c ie n tific  a n d  c u ltu r a l d o m a in s . 

T h is  p r o b le m a tic  is novv p r o lo n g e d  by th a t o f  th e  d e m a n d s  fo r a  d e m o e ra tiz a -  

tio n  o f  th e  a p p a r a tu s  o f  s o c ia l- s e m io t ic  c o n tro l (th e  sy ste m s) (e x a m p le : the 

P o lish  v vo rk ers’ s tr u g g le  fo r ‘v vo rk ers’ c o n tr o l’ ).

(3) P rio ritie s  o f  P ro d u ctio n

-  p r io r ity  (d ), vvh ich  re le g a te s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  m a rk e t  to th ird  p la c e , for 

e x a m p le , c la ss ic a l im p e r ia lis t  e x p lo ita tio n ,  c o n stitu te s  a  s u p p le m e n ta r y  form  o f  

a c c u m u la t io n  fo r th e  g r e a t  c a p ita lis t  e n titie s  vvith out s ig n if ic a n t  m e c h a n ic a l 

in v o lv e m e n t 18 a n d  vvith ou t th o u g h t o f  th e  effects  o f  d is o r g a n iz a t io n  o n  the 

c o lo n iz e d  s o c ie ty . T h e  c o m m e rc ia l m o n o p o lis m  o f  th e  p e r ip h e r y  te n d e d  to 

fa v o u r  th e  te n d e n c ie s  o f  m o n o p o ly  C ap ita l in  the m e tro p o lis  a n d  th e  stre n g th -  

e n in g  o f  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  th e  S ta te . I t  se ts  u p  a sp e c if ic  h is to r ic a l q u e s tio n  vvith 

th e  re c o n s t itu t io n  o f  th e  d e v a s ta te d  c o lo n ia l s o c ie ty , in e lu d in g  th e  se tt in g -u p  

o f  a  h ig h ly  a r t if ic ia l  S ta te .

-  p r io r ity  (e ), vvhich  re le g a te s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  S ta te  to  th ird  p la c e , for 

e x a m p le , in te g ra te d  W o r ld  C a p ita l is m , sets its e lf  u p  ‘a b o v e ’ a n d  ‘ belovv’ the 

p r e -c a p ita lis t  a n d  c a p ita lis t  s e g m e n ta r y  re la tio n s  (th a t is to sa y , a t o n e  a n d  

th e  sa m e  t im e , a t  th e  vvorld le v e l a n d  a t  th e  m o le c u la r  le v e l) , a n d  b a se d  u p o n

18. A n d ,  d o u b tle s s ,  s lo w in g  u p  th e d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  p ro d u e t iv e  m e c h a n is m  in th e m e tro p o lis : 

cf. F . S t e r b e r g , Kapitalism us and Socialism us vor dem Weltgerickt ( 1 9 5 1 ) :  ‘T h e  a l l ıa n c e  betvveen 

E u r o p e a n  im p e r ia lis m  a n d  c o lo n ia l  f e u d a l i s m . . slovved d o w n , in  a n  e x tr a o r d in a r y  w a y , in d u s tr ia l 

d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  in g e n e r a l  th e  p ro g r e s s iv e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  e c o n o m y  o f  th e  c o lo n ia l e m p ir e s ’ 

(q u o te d  b y  M a x im il ie n  R u b e l in  M arx, P le ia d e  e d n , V o l.  I) .



s e m io tic  m e a n s  o fe v a lu a t io n  a n d  v a lo r iz a t io n  o f  C ap ita l vvhich are  c o m p le te ly  

n e w  a n d  h a v e  a n  in c re a s e d  c a p a c ity  fo r th e  m e c h a n ic a l in te g ra tio n  o f  ali 

h u m a n  a c tiv it ie s  a n d  fa c u lt ie s .

In  p r in c ip le , ‘ th e  e n tire  s o c ie ty  b e c o m e s  p r o d u c t iv e ;  th e  rh y th m  o f  p r o d u c -  

tio n  is th e  r h y th m  o f l i f e ’ . 19 C o n s id e r a b ly  s im p lify in g , w e  c a n  s a y  th a t  th is 

h ig h  p o in t  o f  th e  a s c e n d a n c y  o f  C ap ita l ö v e r  s o c ie ty  is e s ta b lis h e d  o n ly  o n  the 

c o n ju n c tio n  betvveen m e c h a n ic a l in te g ra tio n  a n d  so c ia l re p r o d u c tio n  -  this 

la t te r  in c id e n ta lly  th e  re s u lt  o f  a  c o m p le x  c o n s e r v a t iv e  m e c h a n ic a l re- 

te rr ito r ia liz a tio n  i f  n o t o f  th e  e x a c t  term s o f  so c ia l se g re g a tio n , a t le a s t o f  its 

e s s e n tia l a x io m s  ( h ie r a r c h ic a l, ra c is t , s e x is t, e te .) . W e  sh a ll sp e a k  h e re  o f  

social-mechanical Capital a n d  it  is th is  vvhich vvill le a d  us to tak e  th e  rise  o f  

n e o -lib e r a l th o u g h t q u ite  s e r io u s ly , s ta r t in g  fro m  th e  in tru s io n  o fin fo r m a tio n  

th e o r y  in  th e  e c o n o m ic  sp h e re . VVhen in fo r m a tio n  c la im s  first p la c e  in  th e  

s o c ia l m a c h in e , it vvould  s e e m , in  e ffe ct, th a t  it  ce a s es  to b e  lin k e d  to  the 

s im p le  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  sp h e re  o f  c ir c u la t io n  to  b e c o m e , in its w a y , a  fa c to r  

o f  p r o d u e t io n . information as a factor ofproduetion . . . h e re  is th e  la te s t  fo r m u la  

fo r d e c o d in g  s o c ie ty  th r o u g h  th e  fo r m a tio n  o f  c y b e r n e tic  c a p ita l.  T h is  is n o  

lo n g e r  th e  a g e  o f  tra n s c e n d e n ta l s e h e m a tis m  â la K e y n e s  ( fin d in g  a  n e w  s p a c e  

a n d  a  nevv rh y th m  o f  p r o d u e tio n  b a se d  on  a n  in v e s tm e n t o f  s ta tis t  m e d ia tio n , 

as a  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  q u e s t  fo r  e q u il ib r iu m ) , a n d  c ir c u la tio n  vvill n o  lo n g e r  be 

ju s t  a  v e c to r  o f  th e  s o c ia l v a lid a tio n  o f  th e  p ro fits  o f  p o w e r; it b e co m e s  

im m e d ia te ly  p r o d u e tio n  -  r e - te r r ito r ia liz a tio n  -  c a p ita liz a t io n  o f  m e c h a n ic a l 

p ro fits , ta k in g  th e  fo rm  o f  m a n ip u la t io n  a n d  c o n tro l o f  th e  s e g m e n ta r iz e d  

r e p r o d u c t io n  o f  so c ie ty . H e n c e fo r th  C ap ita l se e m s to  o p e ra te  on  ‘a  to ta lity  

vvith o u t o rig in s , vvith ou t c o n tr a d ic t io n s , vvith ou t c r itic is m . A n a ly t ic  o f  th e  

to ta lity  vvhere th e  to ta lity  is  ta k e n  fo r g r a n te d ’ 20 a n d  is it s e lf  in d is s o c ia b le  

fro m  a  to ta lita r ia n  d is c o u r s e  vvh ich  fin d s its  fo rm  o fe x p r e s s io n  in th e  c y n ic is m  

o f  th e  ‘nevv e c o n o m ic s ’ . I t  s h o u ld  a ls o  b e  s a id  th a t  n e o -lib e r a l th e o ry  h a s  n o  

c o n te n t  o u ts id e  th is  c y n ic is m , vvh ich  is a li  p a r t  o f  th e  vvill to  a ffirm  produetion 

f o r  produetion’s sake,finally and in its most elassieform  (it  is in  th is  c o n te x t  th a t  vve 

s h o u ld  p la c e  th e  u n b e lie v a b le  in e re a s e  o f  A m e r ic a n  s p e n d in g  on  m il i t a r y  

r e s e a r c h ) . H e n c e  th e  r e s tr u e tu r a t io n  o f  p r o d u c t iv e  s p a c e  vvhich vvill n o  lo n g e r  

b e  c o n s id e re d  as it a r ise s , in  fu n c tio n  th e  n e ed  to  in te g r a te  nevv p la n e ta r y  

‘d a t a ’ : permanent restrueturation h a s  b e co m e  th e  r u le  o f  th e  c a p ita lis t  p ro c e s s  

itse lf, a n d  c r is is , th e  fo rm  it s e l f  o f  c irc u la tio n . ‘R e s tr u e tu r a t io n  is n o t a  ru le  fo r 

th is p h a s e , b u t  a n  o p e r a tio n  to  d e v e lo p  in  a n y  p h a s e , a t a li p e r io d s  o f  th e  

s o c ia l p r o c e s s .’21 O n ly  th e  c r is is  p e rm its  s u c h  a  d e g r e e  o f  in te g r a tiv e  fu s io n  

b etvveen  p r o d u e tio n  a n d  c ir c u la t io n , p r o d u e tio n  a n d  in fo r m a tio n , p r o d u e tio n

19 . A n t o n io  N e g r i,  M acchina Tempo, F e ltr in e lli ,  1982, p . 2 7 1 .

2 0. o p . ç i t , ,  p . 2 78 .

2 1 . o p . c i t . ,  p . 2 7 5 .



a n d  r e s e g m e n ta liz a t io n  o f s o c ie ty ,  a n d  to  re a liz e  th e  e x p a n s iv e  ‘ in te n s io n ’ o f  

freed  C ap ita l g a in in g  a m a x im a liz e d  s y n e rg e tic  fiu id ity .

T h is  f lu id ity  c a n  be v e r ifie d  a t tvvo levels:

-  th a t  o f t h e  m o b ile  fa c to ry : it is in d ir e c tly  th ro u g h  c ir c u la t io n  th a t th ese  

‘p s e u d o -c o m m o d it ie s ’ , vvhich a re  novv o n ly  in d ir e c tly  p r o d u c ts  o f  İa b o u r, w ill 

be m a d e  (th e  s o c ia l c o n d itio n s  o f  p r o d u c tio n  h a v in g  fa lle n  u n d e r  th e  co n tro l 

o f  o r g a n iz a t io n  a n d  in fo r m a tio n , th e  vvork p ro ces s  is novv n o m o re  th a n  a 

s im p le  e le m e n t in th e  p ro ces s  o f  v a lo r iz a t io n ) . F o r  J . P. d e  G a u d e m a r  ‘ a n y  

p r o d u c t iv e  u n it  th u s te n d s  to  a p p e a r  as a n o d a l p o in t in a flu id  n e tw o r k , a  

p o in t  o f  c o n n e c tio n s  o r o f  te m p o ra r y  b reak d o vvn s o f  f lu id ity , b u t vvhich can  

o n ly  be a n a ly s e d  r e la t iv e  to  th e  p la c e  it o c c u p ie s  in th e  n etvvork ’ .22 T h e  

m a n a g e m e n t o f  p r o d u c t iv e  sp a c e  novv b e c o m e s  th e  a r r a n g e m e n t o f  its 

o p tim a l f lu id ity  ( te m p o r a r y  İa b o u r  b e in g , o f  co u rse , a n  im p o rta n t p a r t  o f  

th is).

-  fro m  th e te rr ito r ia l s ta te  to th e  ‘m o b ile ’ S ta te  (b e tte r  knovvn, in lib e ra l 

te r m in o lo g v , u n d e r  th e  n a m e  o f ‘ m in im u m ’ S ta te ) ;  n o  lo n g e r  c o n c e iv e r  a n d  

p r o te c to r  o f  a n  o r ig in a l n a t io n a l s p a c e  o f  th e  v a lo r iz a t io n  o f  C a p it a l ,  b u t 

p r o m o te r  o f  in c re a s e d  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in th e  tr a n s -n a tio n a l sp a c e  o f  

v a lo r iz a t io n .2,i F ro m  c o n tr a c tu a l m e c h a n ic s  to th e r m o -d y n a m ic  b a la n c e  -  a 

lo n g  w a y  fro m  e q u ilib r iu m .

T h e  s p e c if ic  h is to r ic a l q u e s tio n  vvhich th erefo re  a rise s  vvith In te g r a te d  

VVorld C a p it a l is m  c o n c e rn s  th e  p o te n tia l lim its  o f  its in te g r a tiv e  povver. I t  is 

b y  n o  m ea n s  c le a r  th at it vvill in d e f in ite ly  m a n a g e  to in n o v a te  a n d  to ta k e  ö v e r  

te c h n iq u e s  a n d  s u b je c tiv it ie s . I t  is u se fu l, o n c e  a g a in , to  u n d e r lin e  h ere  th a t 

I n te g r a te d  W o r ld  C a p ita lis m  is n o t a  se lf-su ffic ie n t e n t ity . A lth o u g h  it 

p r e s e n ts  it s e lf  to d a y  as ‘ th e  h ig h e s t  s ta g e  o f  c a p ita lis m ’ , it is, a fte r  a li, o n ly  o n e  

c a p ita lis t  fo r m u la  a m o n g  o th e rs . It a c c o m m o d a te s  it s e lf  to  the s u r v iv a l o f  

la r g e  z o n e s  o f  a r c h a ic  e c o n o m y ; it liv e s  in s y m b io s is  vvith lib e r a l a n d  c o lo n ia l 

e c o n o m ie s  o f  th e  c la s s ic  ty p e ; it c o -e x is ts  vvith S ta lin is t- ty p e  e co n o m ie s. 

R e la t iv e ly  p r o g re s s iv e  in  th e  fie ld  o f  te c h n ic o -s c ie n tific  c h a n g e , it  is b a s ic a lly  

c o n s e r v a t iv e  in  th e  so c ia l d o m a in  (n o t fo r id e o lo g ic a l re a so n s , b u t for 

fu n c tio n a l re a s o n s ) . In  a d d it io n  o n e  h as  th e  r ig h t  to  a sk  i f  vve a re  n o t h ere  

d e a lin g  vvith o n e  o f  its in s u r m o u n ta b le  c o n tra d ic tio n s . T h e  c a p a c ity  for 

a d a p t in g  a n d  re c o n v e r s io n  shovvn b y  th e  e c o n o m ic  s tru c tu r e s  o f  In te g r a te d  

W o r ld  C a p it a l is m  vvill p e r h a p s  fin d  its lim it  vvith th e  ren evval o f  the c a p a c it ie s  

o f  re s is ta n c e  o f  a li s o c ia l g ro u p s  vvho re fu se  its ‘u n id im e n s io n a liz in g ’ en d s. 

C e r ta in ly  th e  in te r n a l c o n tra d ic t io n s  o f  In te g r a te d  W o r ld  C a p it a l is m  a re  n o t

22. J e a n  P a u i d e  G a u d e m a r ,  Naissaııce de l ’usine mobile, in Usine et ouvrier, figüre du nouvel ordre 

productif, M a s p e r o , 1980, p . 24.

23. T h is  fo r m u la t io n , vvhich vve borrovv  in  p a rt  fro m  P a s c a l A r n a u d , e s c a p e s , in  o u r  vievv, th e  

l im its  a n d  re s tr ic tio n s  vvh ich  m ig h t  b e  in h e r e m  in  h is fra m e  o f  a n a ly s is  (Le Mone'tarisme appligue aux 

economies ehillerine et argerıtine, c f  Critigues de Veconomiepolitique, no. 18).



s u c h  th a t  it m u st n e c e s s a r ily  d ie  o f  th em . B u t  its  s ick n ess  is p e rh a p s  n o less 

m o rta l:  it re su lts  fro m  th e  a c c u m u la t io n  o f  a li th e  lateral cr is es  it throvvs up. 

T h e  povver o f  th e  p r o d u c t iv e  p ro ces s  o f  In te g r a te d  YVorld C a p ita lis m  seem s 

in e x o r a b le , a n d  its s o c ia l e ffects  in c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  tu rn e d  b a c k ; b u t it 

o v e r tu r n s  so  m a n y  th in g s , c o m e s  in to  c o n flic t  vvith so  m a n y  w a y s  o f  life  and  

s o c ia l v a lo r iz a t io n s , th a t  it  d o e s  n o t seem  a t  a li a b s ü r d  to  a n t ic ip a te  th a t the 

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  n e w  c o lle c t iv e  re sp o n ses  -  nevv s tru c tu re s  o f  d e c la r a t io n , 

e v a lu a t io n  a n d  a c tio n  -  c o m in g  fro m  th e g re a te s t  v a r ie ty  o f  h o r iz o n s , m ig h t 

f in a lly  su c c e e d  in  b r in g in g  it  dovvn. ( T h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  nevv p e o p ie s ’ w a r  

m a c h in e s  as in  S a lv a d o r ;  th e  s tr u g g le  fo r v vo rk ers’ co n tro l in th e  c o u n trie s  o f  

E a s te r n  E u ro p e ; s e lf-v a lo r iz a t io n  o f  w o rk  s tru g g le s  o f  th e  I ta lia n  s ty le ; a 

m u lt itu d e  o fv e c t o r s  o f  m o le c u la r  re v o lu tio n  in  a li sp h e re s  o f  s o c ie ty .)  A s  w e  

see  it , it is  o n ly  th ro u g h  th is  so rt o f  h y p o th e s is  th a t the re d e fin itio n  o f  the 

o b je c t iv e s  o f  the r e v o lu t io n a r y  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  s o c ie ty  can  be a p p r e c ia te d .



Glossary

A rch e -ıvritin g  (Arche-ecriture): A n  e x p r e s s io n  a d v a n c e d  b y  J a c q u e s  D e r r id a ,  w h o  p u ts  

fo rv v a rd  th e  h y p o t h e s is  o f  a  w r it i n g  a t  th e  b a s is  o f s p e e c h .  T h i s  w r it i n g  o f s c r a t c h e s ,  

p r in ts ,  c o n s e r v e d  in  in s c r ip t io n s ,  w o u !d  b e  io g ic a ü y  p r io r  to  th e  o p p o s it io n s  t im e  a n d  

s p a c e ,  s ig n i l ie d  a n d  s ig n ify in g .  S c h iz o - a n a ly s is  o b je c ts  t h a t  th e  v is io n  o f  th is  c o n c e p t io n  

o f l a n g u a g e  is  s t ili  to o  to t a liz in g ,  to o  ‘ s t r u c t u r a l i s t ’ .

Arrangement (Agencement): T h i s  is a  v v id er id e a  th a n  th o s e  o f  s t r u c t u r e ,  s y s te m , fo rm , 

p r o c e s s ,  e te . A n  a r r a n g e m e n t  c o n t a in s  h c te r o g e n e o u s  c o m p o n e n ts ,  a s  w e li  a s  b io lo g i-  

c a l ,  s o c io lo g ic a l ,  m e c h a n ic a l ,  g n o s e o lo g ic a l ,  im a g in a r y .  I n  th e  s c h iz o - a n a ly t i c  th e o r y  

o f  th e  u n c o n s c io u s ,  a r r a n g e m e n t  is c o n c e iv e d  a s  r e p la c in g  th e  F r e u d ia n  ‘ c o m p le x \

Becoming: A  te r m  r e la t in g  to  th e  e c o n o m ic s  o f  d e s ir e .  T h e  fîovvs o f  d e s ir e  p r o c e e d  b y  

a f fe c ts  a n d  b e c o m in g s ,  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  th e y  c a n  o r  c a n n o t  b e  tu r n e d  o n to  

p e r s o n s ,  im a g e s ,  id e n t ıf ic a t io n s .  T h u s  a n  in d iv id u a l ,  a n t h r o p o lo g ic a l iy  la b e ü e d  m a s -  

c u l in e ,  c o u ld  b e  s h o t  th r o u g h  vvith  m u lt ıp le  a n d  a p p a r e n t ly  c o n t r a d ic t o r y  d e s ir e s : 

T em in in e  b e c o m in g ,  c o ~ e x is tin g  vvith a n  in f a n t  b e c o m in g , a n  in v is ib le  b e c o m in g , e te .

A  d o m in a n t  la n g u a g e  (a  la n g u a g e  o f  a u t h o r it y  o p e r a t in g  o n  a  n a t io n a i  s p a c e )  c o u ld  

b e  ta k e n  lo c a l ly  in  a  m in o r i ty  b e c o m in g .  I t  v v o u ld  b e  c h a r a c t e r iz e d  a s  a  m in ö r  la n g u a g e .  

F o r  e x a m p le :  th e  G e r m a n  d ıa le c t  o f  P r a g u e  u s e d  b y  K a f k a  (cf. K t a u s  V V a g e n b a c h , 

Franz. K a fk a , M e r c u r e  d e  F r a n c e ,  1 9 6 7 ) .

Block (B lo c ):  A  te r m  e lo s e  to  t h a t  o f  a r r a n g e m e n t  (agencement). S e e  th e  n o t io n  o f ‘ b lo c k  o f  

c h i l d h o o d ’ in  K a fk a : pour une litterature mineme b y  D e le u z e  a n d  G u a t t a r i .  I t  is  n o t  a 

q u e s t io n  o f  in fa n t i fe  c o m p ie x e s ,  b u t  o f  c r y s t a l i iz a t io n s  o f  s y s te m s  o f  in te n s ity  g o in g  

th r o u g h  th e  p s y c h o g e n e t ic  s ta g e s  a n d  s u s c e p t ib le  o f  o p e r a t in g  th r o u g h  th e  m o s t  d iv e r s e  

p e r c e p t iv e  s y s te m s .  A n o t h e r  e x a m p le  o f  a  b lo c k  o f  in t e n s it y  v vo u ld  b e  rh e c o n s t a n t ly  

r e c u r r in g  m u s ic a l  p a s s a g e s  in  P r o u s t  in s p ir e d  b y  th e  l i t t le  p h r a s e  o f  V in t e u i l .

Code, over-encodei m rplus-va lue inencoding: T h e  id e a  o f e o d e  is  u s e d  in  a  v e r y  vvid e m e a n in g . 

I t  c o u ld  a p p l y  to  s e m io t ic  s y s te m s  a s  vvell a s  to  s o c ia l  f iu x e s  a n d  m a t e r ia l  f lu x e s . 

O v e r - e n c o d e :  th e  te rm  o f  o v e r - e n c o d in g  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  a  c o d in g  a t  th e  s e c o n d  d e g r e e .  

F o r  e x a m p le :  p r im it iv e  t e r r i to r ia l iz e d  a g r a r ia n  s o c ie t ie s  f u n e t io n in g  a c c o r d in g  to  th e ir  

ovvn s y s te m  o f  c o d i n g  a r e  o v e r - e n c o d e d  b y  a  r e la t iv e ly  d e - t e r r i t o r ia li z e d  im p e r ia l  

s y s te m  im p o s in g  o n  th e m  its  m ii i t a r y ,  r e l ig io u s ,  f is c a l h e g e m o n y  e te .

Cut/Breakthrough  ( Coupure): D e s ir i n g  m a c h in e s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r iz e d  a s  s y s te m s  fo r  c u t t in g  

th e  flovv ( f lu x ) .  In  ıh tA n t i-O e d ip u s ,  th e  te r m  ‘c u t ’ is  in s e p a r a b i e f r o m  t h a t  o ff lo v v  ( f lu x ) ,  

( ‘ “ C o n n e c t ic u t ,  c o n n e c t -  I c u t , ”  s h o u t e d  th e  l i t t le J o e y  o f  B e t t e lh e im ’ , A nti-O ed ip us, 

T h e  V i k i n g  P r e s s , 1 9 7 7 , p . 3 7 ) .



P esiringproduction  ( Ğconomie desirante): In  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  F r e u d ia n  c o n c e p t io n , d e s ir e  is 

n o t  a s s o c ia t e d  w it h  r e p r e s e n ta t io n . I n d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  s u b je c t iv e  a n d  in te r - s u b je c t iv e  

r e la t io n s h ip s ,  it is  in  a  d ir e c t  p o s it io n  to  p r o d u c e  its  o b je c ts  a n d  th e  m o d e s  o f  

s u b j e c t iv a t io n  v v h ic h .c o r r e s p o n d  to  th e m .

Enunciative dispostlion (£notıciation colleclioe): L in g u is t ic  th e o r ie s  o f  e n u n c ia t io n  c e n tr e  

l in g u is t ic  p r o d u c t io n  o n  in d i v id u a l  s u b je c ts ,  e v e n  th o u g h  la n g u a g e  is , in  e s s e n c e , s o c ia l 

a n d  a ls o  d ia g r a m m a t ic a l ly  c o n n e c te d  to  th e  s u r r o u n d in g  r e a lit ie s .  B e y o n d  th e  a p p e a r -  

a n c e s  o f  in d i v id u a l iz e d  u t te r a n c e s ,  it  is  u s e fu l to  m a k e  o u t  vvh a t a r e  th e  re a l collective 

arrangements o f  utterance, ‘ C o l l e c t i v e ’ d o e s  n o t  h a v e  to  b e  u n d e r s to o d  h e r e  o n l y  in  th e  

s e n s e  o f  a  s o c ia l  g r o u p ;  it a ls o  im p lie s  th e  in v o lv e m e n t  o f d iv e r s e  c o ü e c t io n s  o f t e c h n ic a l  

o b je c ts ,  m a t e r ia l  a n d  e n e r g e t ic  flovvs, s u b je c t iv e  in c o r p o r e a l  o b je c ts ,  m a t h e m a t ic a l  

id e a s ,  a e s t h e t ic s ,  e te .

F lu x  (flow)\  M a t e r ia l  a n d  s e m io t ic  f lu x e s  ‘p r e c e d e ’ s u b je c ts  a n d  o b je c ts ;  d e s ir e ,  th e  

e c o n o m ic s  o ff lo v v , is  th u s  n o t p r im a r i ly  s u b je c t iv e  a n d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e .

Group subject/subjectiüity. S u b je c t iv i t y  is  n o t  e n v is a g e d  h e r e  a s  a  t h in g  in  its e lf ,  a n  

u n e h a n g in g  e s s e n c e . T h e r e  is  o r  th e r e  is  n o t s u b j e c t iv i t y  o f  s u c h  o r  s u c h  a  n a tu r e ,  

a c c o r d in g  to  v v h e th e r  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  e n u n c ia t io n  p r o d u c e s  it  o r  n o t  ( fo r  e x a m p le ;  

m o d e r n  c a p it a l i s m , b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  m e d ia  a n d  th e  c o l le c t iv e  fa c i l it ie s ,  s e ts  o u t  to  

p r o d u c e  a  nevv t y p e  o f  s u b j e c t iv i t y  o n  a  la r g e  s c a le ) .  B e h in d  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

in d i v id u a l  s u b j e c t iv i t y  it is  u s e fu l to  tr y  to  d is c e r n  th e  re a l p r o c e s s  o f  s u b je c t iv a t io n .

G r o u p  s u b je c t s  a r e  o p p o s e d  to  s u b ju g a t e d  g r o u p s .  T h i s  o p p o s it io n  im p lie s  a  

m ie r o - p o li t ic a !  r e fe r e n c e ; th e  g r o u p  s u b j e c t ’s v o c a t i o n  is  to  c o n tr o l,  a s  fa r  a s  it  is  a t  a li 

p o s s ib le ,  i t s  r e la t io n  to  th e  o u t s id e  d e t e r m in a t io n s  a n d  to  b e  d o m in a te d  b y  its  ovvn 

in te r n a l  la w  ( s u p e r - e g o ) .  ( C f .  F e l ix  G u a t t a r i ,  Psychanalyse et trarısversalite, M a s p e r o ,

1972-)

Imaginary/phantasy. T o  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  th e  im a g in a r y  a n d  th e  p h a n t a s y  a r e  n o  lo n g e r  in  

th e  C e n tr a l p o s it io n  o f  t h e  e c o n o m ic s  o f  d e s ir e  o f  s c h iz o - a n a ly s is ,  th e s e  in s ta n c e s  m u s t  

b e  r e fo r m u la t e d  v vith in  n o d o n s  s u c h  a s  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  b lo c k ,  e te .

M achine (and mackintc) :  H e r e  w e  d is t in g u is h  b e tv v e e n  th e  m a c h in e  a n d  m e c h a n ic s .  

M e c h a n ic s  is  r e la t iv e ly  s e lf - e n e lo s e d ; it  o n ly  h a s  p e r f e c t ly  c o d e d  r e la t io n s  vvith  e x te r io r  

flo vvs. M a c h i n e s ,  c o n s id e r e d  in  t h e ir  h is t o r ic a l  e v o lu t io n ,  c o n s t itu te ,  o n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  a 

p h y lu m  c o m p a r a b le  to  th o s e  o f  l iv in g  s p e c ie s . T h e y  g e n e r a t e  e a c h  o th e r ,  s e le c t  e a c h  

o t h e r ,  e l im in a t e  e a c h  o th e r ,  b r in g  o u t  nevv v va ys  o f p o t e n t i a l i t y .

M a c h i n e s ,  in  th e  w id e r  s e n s e , t h a t  is  to  s a y  n o t  o n ly  te e h n ie a l m a c h in e s  b u t  a ls o  

th e o r e t ic a l ,  s o c ia l ,  a e s t h e t ic  m a c h in e s ,  n e v e r  o p e r a t e  in  is o la t io n  b u t  b y  a g g r e g a t io n  o r  

b y  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  A  te e h n ie a l m a c h in e ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  in  a  f a c to r y ,  in  in te r a e t io n  vvith  a  

s o c ia l  m a c h in e ,  a  t r a in in g  m a c h in e ,  a  r e s e a r c h  m a c h in e ,  a  m a r k e t in g  m a c h in e ,  e te .  

M o la r  order/moleculaıity. T h e  s a r a ç  e le m e n ts  e x is t in g  in  f lu x e s ,  s t r a ta ,  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  c a n  

b e  o r g a n iz e d  o n  a  m o la r  o r d e r  o r  o n  a  m o le c u la r  o r d e r .  M o l a r  o r d e r  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  th e  

s t r a t i f ic a t io n s  v vh ich  d e l im it  o b je c t s ,  s u b je c ts ,  th e ir  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  a n d  th e ir  s y s te m s  

o f  r e fe r e n c e .  M o l e c u l a r  o r d e r ,  in  c o n t r a s t ,  is  t h a t  o f  flo vvs, o f  b e c o m in g s ,  o f  t r a n s it io n s  

b etv v een  p h a s e s ,  o f  in te n s it ie s  o r  e v e n  v vh at F e l ix  G u a t t a r i  h a s  c a l le d  ‘T r a n s v e r s a l i t y ’ 

b e tv v e e n  d if fe r e n t  s o r ts  o f  a r r a n g e m e n t s .

N o n -s ig n ijy in g :  H e r e  vve d is t in g u is h  s ig n if y in g  s e m io lo g ie s  -  th o s e  vvh ich  a r t ic u la t e



s ig n if y in g  c h a in s  a n d  s ig n ify in g  c o n te n ts  -  fr o m  n o n - s ig n if y tn g  s e m io t ic s ,  w h ic h  w o r k  

fro m  s y n t a g m a t i c  c h a in s  w h ic h  d o  n o t p r o d u c e  eiTects o f  m e a n in g  a n d  vvh ich  a r e  

c a p a b l e  o f  e n t e r in g  in to  d ir e c t  c o n t a c t  v vith  th e ir  r e fe r e n ts . E x a m p le s  o f  s ig n ify in g  

s e m io t ic s  v vo u ld  b e: m u s ic a l  n o ta t io n , th e  m a t h e m a t ic a l  c o r p u s ,  in fo r m a t io n  o r  r o b o t ic  

s y n t a x e s ,  e te .

Objet petit ‘a'\ A  te r m  p r o p o s e d  b y  L a c a n  in  th e  fra m e v v o rk  o f  a  g e n e r a l i z e d  t h e o r y  o f  

p a r t ia l  o b je c t s  in  p s y c h o a n a ly s is .  O bjet pe lit  ‘a ’ is  a  fu ııc t io n  im p ly in g  e q u a l ly  th e  o r a l 

o b je c t ,  th e  a n a l o b je c t ,  th e  p e n is ,  th e  g a z e ,  th e  v o ic e ,  e te . T o  th is  objet petit V  F e l ix  

G u a t t a r i  p r o p o s e d ,  s o m e  f ifte e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  to  a d d petit ‘A ’ o b je c ts  c o r r e s p o n d in g  to  th e  

t r a n s it io n a l  o b je c t s  o f  V V in n ic o tt , a n d  petit ’c ' o b je c ts ,  in s t itu t io n a l  o b je c ts .

Orgarıless body. A  n o t io n  p r o p o s e d  b y  G i l l e s  D e le u z e  to  m a r k  th e  z e r o  p o in t  o f in t e n s it ie s .  

T h e  id e a  o f  o r g a n le s s  b o d y  is o p p o s e d  to  th a t  o f  th e  d e a th  d r iv e  vvh ich  im p lie s  a 

t h e r m o - d y n a m ic  r e fe r e n c e .

Over-encode: S e e  Code.

Personological'. A n  a d je c t iv e  to  q u a l i f y  th e  m o to r  r e la t io n s  in  th e  s u b je c t iv e  o r d e r .  T h e  

a c c e n t  p la c e d  o n  th e  r o le  o f  p e r s o n s ,  o n  th e  r o le  o f  id e n t it ie s ,  o f  id e n t if ic a t io n s ,  

c h a r a c t e r iz e s  th e  th e o r e t ic a l  c o n c e p t io n s  o f  p s y c h o a n a ly s is .  T h e  p s y c h o a n a ly t ic  O e d i-  

p u s  b r in g s  in to  p la y  p e r s o n s ,  t y p ic a l  p e r s o n a g e s ,  r e d u c e s  th e  in te n s it ie s ,  p r o je c ts  th e  

m o le c u la r  le v e l  o f  in v e s tm e n ts  o n to  a  ‘ p e r s o n o lo g ic a l  t h e a t r e ’ , t h a t  is  to  s a y  o n to  a  

s y s te m  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t io n s  c u t  o f f f r o m  th e  re a l d e s ir in g  p r o d u c t io n  ( e q u iv a le n t  e x p r e s -  

s io n : O e d ip a l  t r ia n g u la t io n ) .

Plane o f  consistençy: T h e  f lu x e s ,  th e  t e r r i to r ie s ,  th e  m a c h in e s ,  th e  u n iv e r s e s  o f  d e s ir e ,  

v v h a te v e r  th e ir  d if f e r e n c e s  o fn a tu r e  th e y  a r e  r e la te d  to  th e  s a m e  p la n e  o f c o n s is t e n c y  (o r  

p la n e  o f  im m a n e n c e ) ,  v vh ich  m u s t  n o t  b e  c o n fu s e d  vvith  a  le v e l o f  r e fe r e n c e .  In  e f ie c t , 

th e s e  d if fe r e n t  \ v a y s  o f  e x is t e n c e  o f  s y s te m s  o f  in te n s ity  d o  n o t s p r in g  fro m  tr a n s c e n -  

d e n t a l  id e a li t ie s  b u t  fro m  re a l p r o c e s s e s  o f g e n e r a t io n  a n d  tr a n s fo r m a t io n .
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U n i- c e l l u la r o r g a n is m s ,  13 3  

U n io n  d e s j e u n e s s e s  R e p u b l ic a in e s  d e  

F r a n c e  ( U J R F ) ,  2 7  

U n io n  F r a n ç a is e ,  19 6  

U n io n  N a t io n a le  d e s  Ğ tu d ia n ts  d e  

F r a n c e  ( U N E F ) ,  2 7 , 2 1 0  

U n it e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r ic a ,  26 6 

d o m i n a n t  r a c e  id e o lo g y  in ,  20 5 

im p e r ia li s m  in  V i e t n a m ,  2 0 4 - 7 ,  20 9, 

2 1 0

p s y c h i a t r ic  r e p r e s s io n  in ,  4 7 - 8  

r e la t io n s h ip  vvith  U S S R ,  1 8 1 ,  182 

‘ s c h iz o p h r e n ia ’ in ,  48 

U n iv e r s a l i t y ,  a n d  p a r t i c u la r i t y ,  36  

U n iv e r s i t ie s  

a n d  tr a n s m is s io n  o fk n o v v le d g e ,  2 5 5  

f u n c t io n  o f , 3 4

p r o d u c t io n  o f s ig n i f ie r s  in ,  2 1 3 - 1 4  

U n i v o c a l  r e fe r e n c e  p o in t ,  8 9  

U s e  v a l u e ,  a n d  e x c h a n g e  v a l u e ,  6 4  

U S S R ,  see R u s s ia  

U t t e r a n c e  

p o v v e r  r e la t io n s h ip s  v v ith in , 1 0 3 - 7



U t t e r a n c e  -c o n td  

See also C o l l e c t iv e  u t te r a n c e

V a c u o l e ,  1 15 

a n a ly t i c a l ,  203 

V a l u e

e x c .h a n g e  a n d  u s e , 6 4 , 2 5 5 , 2 7 1 ,  2 7 2 , 

2 7 6

o f c o n t e n t ,  2 7 6

o f  m e c h a n i c a l  e x p lo i t a t io n ,  2 7 5  

V a n g u a r d  p a r t y ,  2 7 1  

See also B o ls h e v ik  P a r ty  

V i e t n a m

A m e r ic a n  im p e r ia li s m  in , 2 0 4 — 7, 2 0 9 > 

2 1 0

D e m o c r a t ic  R e p u b i i c  o f, 33 

N I  F  in ,  3 3 , 20 7 

v va rs, 2 7 , 11 7, 2 0 4 - 7  

V o i c e ,  a s  s p e e c h  m a c h in e ,  1 1 4

W e i m a r  R e p u b i i c ,  22 6  

Werther ( G o e t h e ) ,  8 

W i ls o n  c lo u d  c h a m b e r ,  1 7 7  

W i n c h ,  P . ,  3

W i n n ic o t t ,  D .  W . ,  2 o n ., 3 g n .

\ V o m e n , F r e u d ’s a t t i t u d e  to , 2 5 6  

W o m e n ’s l ib e r a t io n  m o v e m e n t ,  6 5  

W o r k

o f  l ıu m a n s  a n d  o f  m a c h in e s ,  1 1 3  

o p p o s it io n  b e tv v e e n  m a n u a l a n d  

in t e l le c t u a l ,  2 7 1  

‘ W o r k e r s ’ a u t o n o m y ’ , 2 5 1

V V o rk e rs ’ m o v e m e n t ,  30

a n d  b o u r g e o is  in d i v id u a l is m ,  33 

a n d  F r e u d ia n  th e o r y ,  2 1 5  

a n d  g r o u p  p h a n t a s y  p h e n o m e n a ,  3 5  

a n d  in s t i t u t io n a l  a n t i - p r o d u c t io n ,

34-5
b u r e a u c r a t ic  c e n t r a l is m  in ,  6 3 , 6 5  

c h o ic e  o p e n  to , 43

c o n t a m in a t io n  b y  b o u r g e o is  p o v v e r, 63 

c o n t a m in a t io n  b y  b o u r g e o is  

s u b j e c t iv i t y ,  6 8 , 10 6 

in  F r a n c e  a f t e r  1 9 3 6 , 19 5  

p o v v e r r e la t io n s ,  d e s ir e ,  a n d , 6 2 , 7 0 - 7 1  

s u b j e c t iv a t io n  in  P a r t y  c e li  a n d  u n io n  

c h a p e l ,  38 

See also C o m m u n is t  m o v e m e n t  

W o r k  fo r c e ,  e d u c a t in g ,  17 0  

W o r k in g  c la s s ,  17 5

in t e g r a t io n ,  h is t o r y  o f , 24 9 

p o l i t ic a l  life , d e c a y  o f , 1 9 6 - 7 ,  19 9  

p r o b le m  o f  s u fT e rin g  a m o n g ,  70 

V V o rld  m a r k e t ,  2 4 5  

V V ritin g , 1 2 2 , 12 6  

W r i t in g  m a c h in e s ,  1 2 2 , 12 6

a n d  S t a t e  p o v v e r  m a c h in e s ,  7 5 , 13 6

Y a l t a  a g r e e m e n t s ,  3 3 , 20 4 

Y u g o s la v i a ,  2 7 , 20 4

Z im m e r v v a ld  C o n f e r e n c e s ,  19 3 

Z in o v i e v ,  18 5 , 19 4  

Z io n is m ,  20 4



M O R E  A B O U T  P E N G U İ N S ,  P E L I C A N S  

A N D  P U F F I N S

F o r  fu r th e r  In fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  b o o k s  a v a i la b l e  fro m  P e n g u in s  p le a s e  

vvrite  to  D e p t  E P ,  P e n g u in  B o o k s  L t d ,  H a r m o n d s v v o r th ,  M id d le s e x  U B7 

ODA.

İn  the U .S .A . :  F o r  a  c o m p le t e  ü s t  o f  b o o k s  a v a i la b l e  fro m  P e n g u in s  in  th e  

U n it e d  S t a t e s  v vrite  to  D e p t  D G ,  P e n g u in  B o o k s ,  2 9 9  M u r r a y  H ill  

P a r k v v a y , E a s t  R u t h e r fo r d ,  N e v v J e r s e y  0 7 0 7 3 .

İn  Canada: F o r  a  c o m p le t e  ü s t  o f  b o o k s  a v a i la b l e  fro m  P e n g u in s  in  

C a n a d a  v vrite  to  P e n g u in  B o o k s  C a n a d a  L t d ,  28 0 1 J o h n  S tr e e t ,  

M a r k h a m ,  O n t a r i o  L 3 R  IB 4 .

İn  Australia-, F o r  a  c o m p le t e  ü s t  o f  b o o k s  a v a > ':.b le  fro m  P e n g u in s  in  

A u s t r a ü a  v vrite  to  th e  M a r k e t in g  D e p a r t m e n t ,  P e n g u in  B o o k s  A u s t r a l ia  

L t d ,  P . O .  B o x  3 5 7 ,  R in g v v o o d , V i c t o r ia  3 1 3 4 .

İn  N e w  Zealand: F o r  a  c o m p le t e  ü s t  o f  b o o k s  a v a i la b l e  fro m  P e n g u in s  in  

N e vv  Z e a la n d  v vrite  to  th e  M a r k e t in g  D e p a r t m e n t ,  P e n g u in  B o o k s  

( N .Z . )  L t d ,  P . O .  B o x  4 0 1 9 , A u c k la n d  10 .

İn  In d ia :  F o r  a  c o m p le t e  ü s t  o f  b o o k s  a v a i la b l e  fro m  P e n g u in s  in  I n d ia  

v v rite  to  P e n g u in  O v e r s e a s  L t d ,  70 6 E r o s  A p a r t m e n t s ,  5 6  N e h r u  P la c e ,  

N evv  D e lh i  1 1 0 0 1 9 .


